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PROMISSORY NOTES, &c.-—House in Committee [Hon. Mr. Campbell] : 517 

MASTERS’ & MATES’ CERTIFICATES--Motion for second rae jet Mr. 
Mitchell]... MOLT, 

LIGHT HOUSES, “BUOYS & BEACONS-—House in Committee .... Rohit Sevens 


COMMONS, MARCH 18rx. 


CORRECTION—Report in Papers (Hon. Mr. Huntington) .... Bee fa 359 
CREDIT FONCIER--Bill to facilitate incorporation [ Mr. Dufr esne] . 023. 
PUBLISHING DEBATES—Motion for adoption of Report of Printing Com- 

mittee [Hon. Dr. Tupper]... J ee ee Nee aes 
NAVIGABLE STREAMS—Bill for better “protection Lie. Cartwr ight] oe sail: Serna 
*SUPREME COURT BILL--Bill to establish [ Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald] StS Bait Oame 
SICK MARINERS—Third Reading [{ Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald] .... rib iy REO 
ELECTION OF MEMBERS-—Debate Second Reading resumed [Mr. Mills] ...- 529 
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UNIFORM DECIMAL SYSTEM--Motion for appointment Special Committee 


of Inquiry [Hon. Mr. Ryan]. . D080. 
SEIGNIORIAL INDEMNITY—Motion for Statement of monies paid Whitworth, 
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SOCIETY CANADIAN ARTISTS—Bill introduced [ Mr. M. P. Ryan] S27, eee 
DEFALCATIONS—Inquiry for Returns [ Mir. Mackenzie] ... aid Lee 


—CUSLOMS UNION—Amendment to Motion [Hon. Sir A. 7. Galt] 111. = LLL 58 
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COMPULSORY PILOTAGE——Motion for Correspondence [ Hon. Mr. Re ik 654 
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Jones] 
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McGee {| J/r. Perry]. . 23 ; 
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Magill "2. | 
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OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS—Bill passed 
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CRUELTY TO ANIMALS—Secon i Reading Bill [Hon. Mr. Campbell] . 
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"MILITARY MAPS—Where to be obtained [Lon. Sir G. E. Cartier). 
GOVERNMENT DAYS—To make Monday, one [Hon Sir J. A. Macdonald] . 
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RED RIV ER—Inquiry for Government Information , Hon. Mr. Botsford] -: 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS—Thid Reading Bill [Hon. Mr: Campbell] 
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MONTREAL & CHAMPLAIN JUNCTION RATLWAY—Second Reacie ae 
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ST. FRANCIS & MEGANTIC RAILWAY Co.—Second Reading Bil (Mr. Pope) 
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OTTAWA RIVER IMPROVEMENT—Petition referred to Select Committee (Mr. 
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MERCHANTS’ BANK, Hatirax—Bill introduced to amend Act ee Mr. Ar- 
chibald] 


NOVA SCUTI [A SUBSID ¥Y—Motion for Petition to. Queen Mr. Blake} 


~~ 
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BOUR DUES, CHAMPLAIN & ST. LAWRENCE CANAL--Third Reading 
Bills : 

PROGRESS OF BUSINESS—Motion. Wednesday’s for Government ‘Hon. Sir 
John A. Macdonald] : 

MILITIA RETURNS—When to be read | Hon. Sir G. E. Car fier] 

BUDGET—“ime to be brought down [ Hon. Mr. Holton] 
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PROTECTION OF FISHERIES—Motion for copies of Despatches [Hon. Mr. 
Hazen) : 

PUBLIC ACCOUNTS—Motion for Committee to examine [ Hon. Mr. Wi ilmot]. . 

REDUCTION OF POSTAGE ~Why not made in New Brunswick [ Hon. Mr. 
Odell} 

ASSIMILATION OF CURRENCY—Motion for copy, ‘Halifax Petition [ Hon. “Mr. 
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ESTIMATES—Message from Governor General Pn tar wr mye AR 
DOMINION NOTES BILL—Consideration of Amendments [Hon Sir F. Hincks] 
LIGHT HOUSES, BUOYS & BEACONS--Second Reading Bill [Hon. Sir J. A. 
Macdonald] 2 
SECRETARY OF STATE'S OFFICE—Bill from Senate read first time ; 
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY—Motion for Third Reading [Hon Mr. Car ling). 
LAKE CHAMPLAIN & ST. LAWRENCE CANAL—Motion for Third poo 
[Mr. Ryan, Montreal West] . ; 
BELLEVILLE HARBOUR BILL——Third Reading. . 
SUN INSURANCE Co.—Second Reading Bill ay 
LIGHT HOUSES, BUOYS & BEACONS -—Second Reading Bill 
MASTERS’ & MATES’ CERTIFICATES—Second Reading Bill cae 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY—House in Committee [ Hon. Sir F’. Hincks} 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE, &c.—-Second Reading Bill : 
RAW HIDES & LEATHER—Resolutions adopted 
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RED RIVER MURDER--Intention of British Government [ Hon. Mr. McCully]. . 

RECIPROCITY TREATY—If Government has made overtures Lee Mr. Letel- 
lier de St. Just] 

OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS, MILITIA COMMISSIONS SIGNING, ‘SEAMEN’S 
CLOTHING—Bills read and passed... 

HALIFAX JUVENILE OFFENDERS—Second Reading Bill. [ Hon. Mr. ‘Campbell 

DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL Co,—Motion for Second Reading [Hon. Mr. Mce- 
Master] .. Jee 

G. T. & BUFFALO & LAKE HURON RAILWAY—Motion for Second Reading 
[Hon. Mr. Ferrier] .... 

NEW BRUNSWICK POLICE FORCE—House in Committee 

* PROROGATION—Not before Easter [Hon. Mr. Campbell] . 
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"QUE DU PEUPLE—Petitions from Stockholders [ Mr. nee 
DA CENTRAL RAILWAY—Petitions presented ... 

"NG COMMITTEE--Fifth Report Standing Committee 4 
Y BILLS—Fourth Report Standing Committee [Hon. Sir J. A. Maa- 
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ATENT BILL—Motion for leave to introduce [ Hon. Mr. Wood) . 

MURDER--Information asked [Mr. Mackenzie] : = 
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SUN INSURANCE Co.—Third Reading Bill 

BANK OF COMMERCE & GORE BANK--House in Committee 

CANADIAN ARTISTS SOCIETY—House in Committee 

COPPER COIN—Inquiry respecting [Mr. Workman] 

JUDGE OF KAMOURASKA—Information asked [Mr. Bertrand] 3 

SHIP BUILDING—If Government intend to encourage [Hon. Mr. Chane). 

SALARIES OF JUDGES—Bill to be introduced [Hon. Sir J. A. Macdonald] . 

PIERS & HARBOURS—Motion for Returns monies spent [Mr. Forbes] 

PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT FUND—Resolutions moved [Hon. Mr. Wood] ... 

SEIGNIORY OF SOREL LAND TENURE--Motion for aor Committee [Mr 
McCarthy) 

OFFICERS OF MILITIA—Motion for Correspondence [ Mr. " Bodwell) — 

COURTS IN GASPE & BONAVENTURE—Motion for ik es A ceaeaksp [Mr 
Fortin] .. 

DUTY ON NATIVE 'TOBACCO— Motion for Address (Mr. Godin} . , 

WEIGHERS OF GRAIN—Motion. House go into Committee [ Mr. Walsh) . 

RATE OF INTEREST ON CERTAIN FUNDS—Motion for Minutes in Council 
(Hon. Mr. Wood] ... a 

ALGOMA COURT HOUSE~— Motion for Contracts, ke. [Hon. Mr. Wood] Be 

DUNDAS & WATERLOO ROADS — Motion for Statement of Accts [Mr. Yi oung]. 

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY STOCK—Motion for Statement Rolling Stock, &c. 
Mr. Mackenzie] Sgn bed 

HOPS & SALT-—Motion for adoption Report (Mr. Magill] 

MURDER Hon. Mr. MoGEE—Motion for sums paid, &c. [ Mr, Paihuaty, 

RATE OF INTEREST—Motion for House to go into Committee [ Mr. Ross, Dun- 
das] 

PUBLIC SERVICE AT OTTAWA—Adaress for Statement of persons [Mr Jones, 
Leeds]. 

NORTH WEST TERRITORY—Address for names persons appointed (Hon. 3 “Mr. 
Connell]... p 

SUPPLY—Motion to receive Report Committee [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks| 

WAYS & MEANS--Committee of Whole on Tuesday 

BUDGET—Statement on Thursday [ Hon, Sir F. Hincks] 
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TRADE TREATY—Inquiring if information received [ Hon. Mr. Locke] 

NORTH WEST TERRITORY—If formal transfer has been mee to Mr. 
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NEW BRUNSWICK POLICE FORCE--Bill read third time 

MONTREAL & CHAMPLAIN JUNCTION RAILWAY—Second reading [ Hon. 
Mr. Ferrier] : 

BELLEVILLE HARBOUR DUES—Second ‘Reading Bill [ Hon. Mr. Ross] “9 

GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY—Motion for Second Reading [Hon Mr. MeMasier] 

HALIFAX JUVENILE OFFENDERS—Report of Committee si 

COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR—Second Reading 
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_. PRIVATE BILLS—Motion for extension of time [ Hon. Sir G. EH. Car hak 
* CANADIAN INDUSTRIES--Petition presented 4 

PRINTING COMMITTEE—Sixth Report .. : 

UNFORESEEN EXPENSES—Third Report Committee on Public Accounts . 

BANKS & BANKING—Motion for Third Reading [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks] 

DOMINION NOTES-=Motion for Third Reading [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks] 

RATE OF INTEREST—-House in Committee [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks] 
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ADVERTISING—Adaress for number advertisements [Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. 
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PRINTING COMMITTEE—Fifth Report. . 
QUEBEC HARBOUR—Second Reading Bill” 
REPORTING PROCEEDINGS—Order ‘discharged [ Gon. Mr. Macp hersor] 
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BANQUE DU PEUPLE—Bill reported from Committee .... 

BROCK MONUMENT—Motion for Select Committee [ Mr. Morrison, Ni iag: ar a].. 
CUSTOMS OFFICERS—Motion for Statement and Rerree 8 &c.,, Montreal Custom 
House [ Mr. Ryan]... . : 

SEIGNIORIAL TENURE—Resolutions moved [ Hon. Mr. Vood] if 

BANK OF COMMERCE & GORE BANK—Third Reading Bill Mr. Morrison 
Niagara)’ ... R itn 

SOCIETY CANADIAN ARTISTS—Third ‘Reading ‘Bill [ Mr. Wor orkman] 

ONTARIO & ERIE SHIP CANAL—Second R eading Bill 7 Morrison, Niagara] 

GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY—Second Reading Bill [ Mr. Brown) F¥ 

CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY—Second Reading Bill [ Hon. Mr. Abbott] 

RED RIVER—Inquiry for additional intelligence { Hon. Mr. Cameron, Peel) .. 

FERRIES—Motion the House in Committee | [ Hon. Mi. Morris} 

NOVA SCOTIA BANK ISSUES—Motion for Committee of W hole (Hon. Sir F. 
Hincks] |”. : 

INTEREST” BILL—M tion for concurrence [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks} 


SENATE, APRIL 7TH, 


NORTH WEST DIFFICULTIES--Inquiry steps to be taken (Hon. Mr. Lelellier de 
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tah Whe BURFALO & LAKE’ HU RON RALLW AY, DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL 
COMPANY—tThird Reading Bills be 

CENSUS BILL—Motion for Second Re ading [Hon. Mr, Campbell] 

ST, FRANCIS & MEGANPIC RAILWAY, CHAMPLAIN & ST. LAWRENCE 


COMMONS, APRIL ‘Tra. 


FISH & OIL INSPECTION—Petition for, from Montreal [ Wr. Jtyan] 

BANK ISSUES, Hatirax--Motion for concurrence [ Hon. Sir F. Hincks] : 

MASTERS’ «& MATES’ CERTIFICATES—Motion {or House in Committee { Hon. 
Sir J. A. Macdonald] re 

THE BUDGE?T—House in Committee | Hon. ‘Sir F. Hincks J 
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BANKS & BANKING--Fi'st Reading Bill [/Zon. Mr. Cumpbell] 
CANADIAN: AK VISTS SOCIETY —First Reading Bill rene % 
AUB BEC HARBOURK—Third Reading [Hon Jr. . Ross] : 
COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR—TPhird Reading [ Hon. Mr. Me Master] . 
BANK OF COMMERCE & GORE BANK—S:cond Reading [ Hor. Mr. se Master] 
SUN INSURANCE Co.—Secon 1 Keading [ Hon. Jr. ee 
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Li REV. ATE BILLS COMMIPTE E—Fifth Report [ Wr. Harrison] : 
C OEM I PRMEE ON: PRIN CING—Seventh Report presented { 47. Bro: ssecoie] aces 
SU: DE RANNUATION ACT—Motion for Committee of Whole [ Hoa, Sir Francis 
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MILITARY: SSHOOL CADEIS. &e "Returns presente] (Hon. Sir GB. Cartier) 
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: (yf! alt] 


DEPARTMENTAL PRINTING—If:Oidersiin-Couhdil nearly ready [Hr. Young] 


MASTERS & MATES’ CERTIFICATES—House in Committee 
PEBP OF OLD CAN ADA+—Motion for Committee [ir Cusmit) 
tAND JUNCTION KAILWAY—Phird Reading Bill | kr. Brown). 
ONTARIO. & ERLE SHIP CAN AL—Motion for House in Committee - (Mr. Angi 
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[April 8] 
CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY—Motion for House in Committee seas Mr. 
Abbott]  -.. bers 
MASTERN’ & MA T" iS’ G ERTIFIC. \TES House. i in LG committee e€ af 
COMMITTEE OF SUPPiL.Y—Motion for House in Committee [ Hon. Sir Francis 
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SENATE, APRIL 1irn, 


BANK OF COMMERCE & GORE BANK—Third Reading 

WITHDRAWAL ©F TROOPS—Address for Correspondence [ Hon. Mer Ryan... 
SOREL SEIGNIORY—-Motion for Select Committee [ fon. Wr. Guerremont} Hts 
MONTREAL & CHAMPLAIN RAILWAY—Phied reading io on, Mr. kevivier). 
DOMINION NOTES—Second reading ue Mr. Campbell). . 
CENSUS—Committee of Whole ... oe, 

PENITENTIARY —Seconed reading (Hon. ir. C umpbell) ee 

SEVERAL Second readings (/lon. Messrs. Campbell df errier) | 
DOMINION NOTES ommittee 


COMMONS, APRIL Ur, 


BANKING & COMMERCE—Report of Committee f Ay 
DEATH OF Mr. CHIPMAN—Motion tor adjournment thon Mr. Ifowe) 


SENATE, APRIL, 120n, 


RED RIVER—Motion for appointment of Committee to obtain information 
(Hon. Mr. McCully) . ‘ ey sy Pula. chil hes 

DOMINION NOTES, PU "BLIC OFFICERS’ SECUR ITY, PEACE IN VICINITY 
PUBLIC WORKS, PERJURY ACT AMENDMENT, BANKS & BANKING— 
Bills read third time and passed... ) 

PENITENTIARY AMENDMENT BILL—House in Committee 

MURDER OF SCOTT—Notice of motion (Hfon. Mr. Jteesor) 

ADJOURNMENT—-Motion to stand over (/lon. Mr. Ross) 2... 


COMMONS, APRIL 27x. 


MERCHANTS BANK, HALIFAX—Fee to be remitted (Jlon. Mr. He bein ie 
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NORTH WEST V OTE—De ‘bate resumed 
SECRET SERVICE MONEY—Debate resumed 
WAYS AND MEANS—House in Committee 
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THE SENATE. 


ALPHABETICAL LIST of the Senators of the Dominion of Canada, 
Third Session of the First Parliament, 1870. The Honourable 
JOSEPH EDOUARD CAUCHON, Speaker. 


EE 
Senators. Post Office Address. 
The Honourable 
Atkins, James C02. ..ccccvccseosves ag iiWes' Richview. 
Allan, George William niece ene tye Toronto. 
Anderson, Joh Hee aaa ees Halifax. 
PCMAG, DROMGS Do isiaer as sek ea yes es Sydney, C. B. 
Armand, Joseph F.........00 Bt (ca ink sieliy Riviére-des-Prairies. 
~ Benson, James Rea......... WsSicaR Sa rhe ae a St. Catharines, Ontario. 
PEEL GICD UUs. evi et valine meat aun King’s County. 
BLAKE OULU 5a cla iicn eta oe eed eons Waterford, Ontario. 
Botsford, Amos Edward...cls..0 lecie tives Westcock, Westmoreland. 
SOUT EMOL, TORN Merion dees ee orl.) Senin sels Sydney. 
Bureau, Jacques Olivier.....ccccccece eee .| Montreal. 
Urine, (ASG VALOR My. en osenk to) Cobourg. 
Campbell, Aletandern ei cs i sscuuiccs studs Kingston. 
Cauchon,  SOSCa Rite eee gn diet Quebec. 
Chaffers, William Henry .....cc sce ccecceees St. Césaire. 
Chanats, Jean Onarlescns sce ikees anestene St. Denis, Kamouraska. 
CORPSE SIQUI CReey ac od lee taken Paris, Ontario. 
Corner CRAs Poe PO aes Plessisville. 
Dever; TAME ee ae dee eae St. John, N. B. 
DICK CY, (UOOBTE LD Sees os dak ces eee eee Amherst. 
Dickson, Walter Hamilton.......ccceeecee Niagara. 
Duchesnay, A. Juchereau ..cccccsacceceees Ste. “Catherines, Fossambault. 
Duchesnay, Elzéar H.......... Kole atta wach Ste. Marie, Beauce. 
Dumouchel, LENAre ...ccccer sccvvccocccees Ste. Thérese de Blainville. 
Ferguson, John..... A Gk Beate Bathurst. 
Ferrier, James ........ atleast PERL eT eae Montreal. 
8 SEE A eee 2h VE AS Sin GU el ea Fe Belleville. 
seer UTS My ay Wei deatics saa e Oe av eee Waterloo. 
CAEP BION, sans vossnrhed sheet HAS Pes Sunbury, N. B. 
Guévremont, Jean Baptiste.........:.s000..| Sorel. 
Hamilton, John........ PR BV i neiew'soess) Kingston. 
BED PILON, J ORM eae. Von bs see none eteae fies agus te 


Hazen, Robert Leonard....ccscssssereceoee) St. John, N. B. 
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ALPHABETICAL List of Senators of the Dominion, &eo—( Con.) 


Senators. Post Office Address. 
The Honourable 
PPPS UIE tae tae coh csiccaee ccs ites We eaaee Pictou. 
EE DEF LS ETT TRS, A EI PEP, Halifax. 
RE OSEO AP LIU U ARs ex baces (addons cece: a caapteas Boucherville. 
le SPAT Ae DpNe OL LL ( ae RR iene IS PM ON ei London. 
Mg SLL TUBB asia ea stole ss ois clo adda shane oe Montreal. 
Teteliion de St: dusts LUG... 6i6 ccs cecesse Riviére-Ouelle. 
EDCRE MIRON Me Mie cbadtak tees cscs taser Shelburne. 
Macpherson, David Lewis. ......66 s..0.. Toronto. 
Macfarlane, Alexander... ....ccccecocceses Wallace, N.S. 
MeCletan,, Abner Reid si iicses consks vines. Hopewell, Albert County. 
OL ENON UY GLLET tay dnd des asia ba sida be wec cuca Chatham, Ontario. 
Me Donald, (LOMA dn.) aes steosic caphc.sedion« Toronto. 
MeLelanwArchtbald, Writs. inode ses; sanss Londonderry, N.S. 
WC GST EL VALLI Me cisic is anes ses sedans Peronto, oi: 
TURE OL!  AAGTLOS. ao a51 5 +b asin’ ghd vino bags okas Pointe-du-Lac. 
DI GLH CSO) IKQOELIC TEL daui ds oe Bice usiees soinels cos Perth. 
IY (LUPO dees es tele dy's deeds be'sneieee) Halifax. 
Ge UCN Wie a wlan ts Wiss vba eo cg eh Lal Hamilton. 
FTE IES TT ERO, WOE EOIN PURE AP SN Newcastle, Miramichi. 
DV OV EIU) REL CLAUD Maids - sol cede aeic'm dick ae yack Halifax. — 
Odell, Williamn Huntet ys cccect.ecces pve) Fredericton. 
OE AEY MOUS. Linn thik seine o/ dade nee sie pa cewaen Berthier. 
Price, David LGUs dees vdese vaio sags ve ..| Chicoutimi. 
Cees PEIAVI ae ei sads Vslen cpa oete tenia « ieaink Markam. 
Re TIO UES a Paddle gsices's th ite sex soidh de | Ste. Martine, Chateauguay. 
Robertson, JONN......cesevers ape ere a St. John, N. B. 
MISSA DONTE do cod iee dav ay De dnansied baie a8 45 old ols Toronto. 
HUET LOUIS 3 Are Be ot ng Viele ene dees 3.48 0% Montreal. 
ANDO: JON SOWELL. fo cocccliveane scans Sherbrooke. 
Seymour, Ben] Gti. cies. cersevese. cessees .| Port Hope. 
PEI NIE CIC Sachs we vic eks oes. ckc aha nate «ve we Smith’s Falls. 
Ra MON Tied, oss ah sateen, Sitka owed sda) Bowmanville. 
MPCOIE NI TUES atigh ok 3 oo de'e'e VUslokd dace k a Ottawa. 
Steeves, William Henry... crccccecscerees St. John, N. B. 
PeSSTeP UF ECl ED LOSE DID sn tec Ponds nined does Quebec. 
PR IQUE Coulee nce heme ekg te RASS sas deta Fs Richibucto. 
Wilmot, Robert Duncan............004. .| Belmont, Sunbury. 
WESTON NATIOS. ics dus) Ste sisos als aan, heen as Montreal. 
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THE HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Speaker—The Hon. JAMES COCKBURN. Clerk—W. B. Linpsay, Esq. 


Constituencies. Members. Post Office Address. 
Joh ebhelen vapeur persis abe James N. Lapum. ......... Napanee. 
AAO, 2, citehanner eee: W. M.. Simpson... li. Sault Ste. Marie. 
Beth well o.oo se DOU ITE ANA Chae Bothwell. 
AN, BY Spee ye sewers ce doc X MOT OU iT inane Brantford. 

Ef ae. NY eae Sete HOn UE, BUY O00 wie: 4 
Brockville, Town...... Jas. Crawford. bp NAN a Brockville. 
Bruce, N. RAO at ALCL US PTOULE ent ae Southampton. 

BEA Gu ALLY se eee ge Francis een on: Kincardine. 
Gardwellon ci kvels te T. R. Ferguson... ...| Cookstown, 
Jarleton wosk iaseves ack SS EI Ome eae eee ee Bell’s Corners. 
Cornwall, Town....... Hon. J. 8. Macdonald.,..| Cornwall. 
rm das iss <2. Pene soe as UC SLE QES oa tet Uy Mirae ae Iroquois. 
Darna Le Rs tacaseetl ee eo PLOW tee eee Port Hope. 

Bey We. HERA 2 TEL Te GEG a tae Naame are Toronto. 
Elgin, Lp A saat ea T Wo DOObie) ities ee Straffordville. 

OV SER aaead ay Sa Ftd anroe ts oe ...| Wardsville. 
Essex .. He OV LT Connon a rant eae | Windsor. 
Frontenac. . scc.+-0.| T Kirkpatrick... va Be cease 
Caen er atny bel tarry sees Macdonald. Nae Alexandria, 
Crrenva leith a. ack Walter Shanly.....606.60.. Montreal. 
Grey, INU AW HN aSieeeet | Aes IOI eR eam dare resin Owen Sound. 

DB. Bake oGe OV Geo” Sacha Alle Ase eatin ete 
Haldimand foi seh Ne, ate WD) TROMPADIT Fels tes PRAY Ade 
Halton... jlapuh 2 eat VOTEDE MIVILY CEN ee Lk Rants. Milton. 
Hamilton, ‘City... :...| Charles Magill... Hamilton. 
Hastings, NS Ba ee McKenzie Bowell.......:: Belleville. 

% Pi ee Hon, Routn Red ene 1‘ 

f Wie eeute ss James Brow au. ak 
LUTON, UNA vai Soucy Joseph Whitehead. .......) Clinton. 

st BN nels ce M. C. Cameron............| Goderich. 

AC One Wess vee Cees «23 Rufus Stephenson.......... Chatham, 
Kineston; City 5,154... Hon, Sir J. A. Macdon-\ 
AG hapa Ee GR & NERA: Bh ie Ottawa. 

Lain WtOn,.. shetaedi were Alex. Mackenzie.......5.... Sarnia. 
Lanark, EVD PO Rae Hon. W. Mc Dougall......| Ottawa. 

Bl Hipeeee c5 AlexRMGGeisn., «ou ate. x Perth. 
(ded & Grenville, N. 

Pts ods Aereae ese Francis Jones...............| Kemptville. 

Thoads SAR: Mieaeae sh John Crawford... caveees Toronto, 
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PROVINCE OF ONTARIO, 


THE HOUSE OF COMMONS,— Continued, 


PROVINCE OF ONTARIO.—Con, 


Constituencies, . Members. Post Office Address, 
Lennox ,..i82h ford |». R. J. Cartwright.......... Kingston, 
Lincoln. .9/i87044..s. TR. Merrit..............| St. Catherines. 
London, City... ......... Hon. John Carling....... ‘| London. 
Middlesex, N. R......... Thos. Scatcherd.....% f,. ‘ 
Middlesex, E. R... Crowell. Wilson........04 004 London. 

W.R.......|.A.P. Macdonald. ...ss.... Glencoe. 
Monckaes7ay Var. is Le, MC CHUM ID We i Stromness. 
Niagara, Town.......... Angus Morrison......1. 04. Toronto, 
Norfolk, NUBIA a fart HOUSE los SWOUOS sh. | Simcoe. 

DS) RGD. eG. 15, Be LAWS Wi RA Port Dover. 
Morihiurabovtued Hi. Ri | -JOSe pi ACCOR A. we oiohe css Colborne. 
af W.R.| Hon. J. Cockburn. . .seeee| Cobourg. 
Ontario, NRO. J. H. Thompson... .| Cannington. 
me ROA. i) a hos. IM. G4bbs). So... Oshawa. 
Ota es Cit pees h)...4 Jos. M. ayn Vi Ottawa. 
Oxloray Ni Giy atest de DN CUSUCT vent evs les as Y Ae Woodstock. 
oS SME MAT OO. E. Ve. Bodwell: UA... Ingersoll, 
BEL sere ss es: GWEd ORin cho thd, Cameron a Be Toronto. 
Perthy No Ri waoa. 1) dy Red fora hs. is OA. .| Stratford. 
oe Megs LATER TA 4.4 Bes Ma harlane evan Nis « t 
Peterboro’, Bonny. PM Graver se oS... Norwood. 
LOT he we CHAS. PREVT OA ei ect. .| Peterboro’. 
Picscott Rey eh a ee Albert Hares). AN. sydees Plantagenet. 
Prince Edward......... Walter:Ross................4¢ Picton. 
Renfrew, N. R........ .. Hon. Sir F. Hincks..4&.\ Ottawa. 

POTLO RIGS CGR Fh J.-L. Macdougall.......... 

Bassele Aig. I. J.A. Grant, M.D. 000.... Ottawa. 
pimecoewN. Remo... TD McConkey HORNA Barrie. 

‘ i BLA. Ls 1 ANE IY Py 17) ANS a A 9 Allendale. 
Siormont . .2.eehe.|.. Samuel Aleve. dN lc. Aultsville. 
Toronto, BeGhas. |... James, BEGGS .ds cd oss Toronto. 

Weedangl.a. R.. Aw Harrison. 600... i 
Victoria, Neat). John. .MOorrison.....ccccceee Woodville. 
SUSU Feit Gy. Kempen eee bn Lindsay.. 
Waterloo, IN: ROL Le BE} \Bowman, divs ccc. St. Jacob’s. 
SORB  oe Joss VOURIE SS BNI OMI WA. oh .| Galt. 
Welland ORTON. Ty Ci MNeeb 2) 2080.4 65 Chippewa. 
Wellington, N. 1 ee OM SD yeh) Os MOMS. Flora. 
Pe es. Di Stirlawvanss: ea.,.....-| Guelph. 
i Cy a eet be WAGs + Avi cht OSES Tho cod ahi. . | Cumnock. 
Wentworth, NOR... os WeMotaseso.). avoic.. ..| Waterdown. 
BBs... |. Joseph. RYAN). 20.00 60s Barton. 
Yor ei Raise... James. Metcalfris wk. o. ‘Toronto.. 
STOUNI ROR EIT. b . James. P.. Wels... i... King... 
0 We RRORAUG) 5:3 Amos. Wright warts.) ce Feces tiie 
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PROVINCE OF QUEBEC. 


Constituencies. . Members. Post Office Address. 
Argenteuil,......606 0 Hon. J. J. C. Abbott...... Montreal 
APO atasns a chon eaes P, S.\Geranonr oases St. Rosalie 
MSCATICG: = 525+ ctl oc sakOade ice C HiiPakerkdatec ca Quebec 
Beauharnois............. M. bane ete, Beauharnois, 
Bellechasse .........0.0+8 N., Casault ie Quebec. 
Merthier.... .ccavacies. AUT Garein ae cake te St. Cuthbert. 
Bonaventureniiieiass... TV RODILGGHEN NW otek, New Carlisle. 
TOMO, |... i heedahous Hon..C. Dunkin. sicccrsee Knowlton. 
Chambly... cccesvhihe By BEUMOT MM OMtk a teann St. Hubert. 
Champlain sai ek o. FLOM. SF 5) TUROSB Aes « Ben, y St. Ann de la Pérade 
Charlevoixscsis\tiomecses SX Cuma ai Migeeod ues sony ‘| Malbaie. 
Chateauguay............. EL On Dai GEL SEL OOM. we = «2 Montreal. 
Chicoutimi&Saguenay| P. A. Tremblay............ Chicoutimi. 
Compton. ayaa DB LL OP Sieve tte Cookshire. 
Dorchester, .sicveiaelilves Hon.H.L Langevin, C.B.| Quebec. 
Drummomd & Artha- 
asks... iivenk:ibdedy LAs SeneCalyn ae «.| Pierreville. 
TOR DO/ uieneispbitdhevebian> aes Piifornten. .\is.pms Ween afar Quebec. 
doch elag a toeic tis and, Hon. A. A. Dorion,.)/.....| Montreal. 
HUNUN SAO, o.icveed ss J SCTTUCKAG coh wey ee aes tie Hemmingford. 
Dberville | i.ccupwene de Francois Bechard.......... Iberville. 
Dac Cartier savin te: GG. Gaucher ate tee Ste. Genevieve. 
Joliettewoscowaiiud dea Fy sBy Goa eo tas de Joliette. 
Kamouraska ww iiihd-..; CG. AP... Petleteer wee... Quebec. 
Uapralric.. .. genie... A. Pinsonneanidt............ Laprairie. 
Li Assomplioniia val Hon. L. Archambault..... L’ Assomption. 
Laval 0. cusses Ma te J. FRY Bellenpse Rk). . St. Vincent de Paul. 
TGOVAG 45 sulesemeuatnen te Hon. J. G  Blanchet...... Levis. 
Liislet .cietiiens pete oa B;:, Pouliotiee koe} We isler: 
Lotbinieredivcibarth.s.. HG Tobia kas. /..| Quebec. 
Maskinonge........... 6. G., Caron winnes aSias SU. Sk eon: 
Mieran tics. icidbs ves veces, Hon. Geo. Irvine....é.. .| Quebec. 
Missisquol....... .cecseee B, .Chanberttnt.: hinicc.. Dunham. 
Montcalm } esiviseit:.,. JOS. DUTT ESO Ried, Bence «sis St. Julienne. 
Montmaany secckpocste ons Hon. J. O. Beaubien...... Montmagny. 
Montmorency ........... J. Bang lois yen. ca\.s s.| Quebec. 
Montreal Centre... Thos. Workman....... M...| Montreal. 
_ Bastinetl.... Hon. Sir George E. Car- 
110%, BUILT ket as ss + « ¥ 
se WORE AE i ees om M; Ps RyRy eee bres. + 
Napierville............... Sizte Counaleg ewe ss: ++ Lacolle. 
INANOWBL .c. ssh sanewrend ewes Jos. Gaudets, irctaivvese+s+« Gentille. 
Ottawa Co, st ditaets os: Ay Wright cite nies. va Ironside, Hull. 
PROTTIRC fies cin ce hleboi bares Ed. Heath TG AGn 5 one Portage du Fort. 
Portneur tucks eiciit i. J BrOUsseawy ATA Rieness Quebec, 
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Constituencies. Members. Post Office Address. 

Quebec Centre ......... GG. Ay Simartls2.%.60. ....| Quebec 

RE TO Rear) Heol Bed 10) orahhe eiphal Se eR i 

ete MCSE varee aS! 4 Hon. T. MeGreevey....... ss 

ARON IN IK A web tM elanl cxthy Om SL Chauveau.. 7: 
Richmond & Wolfe...) W. H. Webb. ..eacT vs Melbourne. 
Hisnelien (ers weet |. Thos: McCarthy..:. ....0.. Sorel. 
PUOUSED £40 peek oa) | Geo. Sylvain. ....cccoceseeee Bic. 
WOUVUS oe 4s Ge Cheval el are is, St. Hilaire. 
Sha ELVECID INO sg: ve Hon. A. E. Kierzkowski..| St. Charles. 
Ste Jighige vies 0) PM BOUTUSSO beanie ocev vas Lacadie. 
ip MLSETICE! see kta. y c Ops EGCOTle eto, tan av Yamachiche. 
PMGMOCC ttt. kes, 110 Hon. L. 8. Huntington... Waterloo. 
Sherbrooke .5.7 0 Hon. A. T. Galt pect, sup Sherbrooke. 
Soulanges............ Jacel? Lat ED! IE OSSON acs cao s 4...| Coteau Landing. 
Mtanstead ere cick 3 Chas. Colby.......4 ae a. Stanstead. 
Temiscouata’.:..:......: Chas. A. Boca ey oh Isle Verte. 
AGU EG DOME hoe J BA Te IEOSSON oes Terrebonne. 
Three Rivers............ Alex; McDougall iS... Three Rivers. 
Two Mountains ........ Pe MPG OUSE so sho, ehedls ak St. Eustache. 
PV OUCUOUIE cocci uectuei: PP TACUIUUM ee onus vantaes Rigaud. 
(MORCHETCS J uycssus esc UE, EON KECIen ils lad a caca de Vercheres. 
WAMASKA ccc ccc.css iter ese WIOUSE! POP LCT a deco ug tse: | St. David. 

PROVINCE OF NEW BRUNSWICK. 
NEVE ee ee eke! Son: WAMACR Ly i. ts soy Hillsboro’. 
Carleton sec ces Hon, C. Connell ....2<.... | Woodstock. 
Charlotte nas ee John Bolton .....4 sereseeset DL. Stephen, 
Gloucester... 000) 4... Hon. T. Anglin... d°...\ St. John. 
Boentisvs occ: WU Pe stds oy AN Rendud nities. Buctouche,. 
POTTS Su, aici hoe ie sesse| GEO. es eh ana basa Studholm, King’s Co, 
Northumberland ...... | R. Hutchison.. wseeae| Newcastle, 
Queens.....6..s5s. 506 Seer | Pi EPS, «dete sae cake Cambridge. 
Restigouche.............. Wm. M. Caldwell........«| Restigouche. 
St. John, County....... Hon. J. H. Gray....i.| Ottawa. 
rs OVA isc dess Oe SD Palle was... oc 

Sunbury...... ON de eaews Chas. Burpee..............»| Sheffield. 
NM ICLOTIA ores {se Js Cosi Gans ssi cca¥ss i<...«} Grand Falls. 
Westmoreland........... Hon, A. J. Smith.i,ec<....| Dorchester. 
BOGE thetic eervanuytevenivel Vt vats PORE ied | Predericton. 
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PROVINCE OF NOVA SCOTIA. 


Constituencies. . Members. Post Office Address. 
Amifapolis 4.4, 630% & W. Fe Ray. 8. SA SS. Clemensport 
Antigonish .3sohs5. 0s. Hugh McDonald ......... Antigonish. 
Uape \Breton’..-.05 2663; Hon. J. McKeagney...... Sydney. 
@oichester ois. oissiecths Hon. A. G. Archibald..:..| Halitax. 
Cumberland....é.../..... Hon. C. Tupper, C.B..14. : 

PUHEO WR eons ss obs davegaae ts A. W: Saparyaeh.- aatees Digby. 
CAUVSOOLO s.cee. ee paathe as Hon. 8. Campbeéll.......+. Guysboro’. 
Phalifar Asians speek. Baa Ay Jones, iCal a Se .| Halifax. 
Rowers RET co : 
Hants Pegs I eg het Hote. Wes my AEM Halifax. 
dnvernepsi li ka va eek: FTC OMETON Gacy Wes Ads be Mabou. 
TU SS a ak anes W. H. Chipman...........| Cornwallis. 
Lunenburg. .....ss0.2...| A. MI. McDonald. ...:...:. Halifax. 
PICtOHIY Us. d. cemaedelivs| J: We Canmegmaeny. .4.4. New Glasgow. 
Queens... soidegotiginaa tek "ANIES OP UP ORDeOE ie ener: Liverpool. 
Richmond bp pace Oa LN we “J. Levisconte....hrseveceee - Halifax. 
ShelbuTMe dr pidaiealyo THOS: ORS NAR) eta Shelburne. 
MV AOLOT UM aih ua eat VE ROSS BEANE ES athe, St. Anne’s. 
WVarmonthssicadcge ll Frank Kidamec eek: Yarmouth. 
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DOMINION 
PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES 


IN THE 


THIRD SESSION OF THE Firsr PARLIAMENT OF THE DOMINION 
oF CANADA WHICH WAS CALLED TO MEET, FOR THE DESPATCH 
oF BUSINESS, ON TUESDAY, THE 15TH FEBRUARY, A. D., 1870 
IN THE 88RD YEAR OF THE REIGN oF HER Masesty QUEEN 


_ VICTORIA. 


THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 


SIR JOHN YOUNG, BARONET, &ec., &c., 


GOVERNOR GENERAL OF THE DOMINION OF CANADA. 


THE SENATE. 
Tuxuspay, Feb. 15, 1870. 


His Excellency having taken his seat on 
the Throne in the Senate Chamber (a seat 
on the right of the Throne having been 
provided for His Royal Highness, PRINCE 
ARTHUR who was present), the Members 
of the House of Commons were summoned, 
and His Excellency delivered the follow. 
ing Speech from the Throne : 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate: 
‘Gentlemen of the House of Commons: 

I recur with confidence to your advice, 
and have much satisfaction in being en- 
abled on the present occasion to summon 


the period of the year most convenient to 
yourselves, 


The circumstances under which we meet 
are in many respects auspicious. The 
bounty of Providence crowned the harvest 
with abundance, and made the Fisheries 
unusually productive; in many districts 
existing industries have been enlarged, 
and new enterprises have started into 
activity; furnishing fresh avenues for 
commerce, and additional employment 
for our people; whilst every day new 
sections of the country are being opened 
to the labours of the husbandman. The 
trade and wealth of the Dominion are on 
the increase, and the equal administration 
of the laws, maintains, as heretofore, the 


you to the discharge of your public duties at | enjoyment ef a general sense of security. 
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I have watched with much anxiety the 
course of events, in the North-West Territo- 
ries. Unfortunate misapprehensions of the 
intention with which the country was 
sought to be acquired by Canada, have led 
to complications of a grave character. 
With a view to their removal, I have 
thought it desirable to exhaust every 
means of conciliation, before adopting 
other measures; and the latest advices 
lead me to expect that the groundless 
alarms entertained by a __ portion 
of theinhabitants, have given place toa 
desire to listen to the explanations, which 
I have caused to be made to them. 
Efforts made in the spirit, which has 
animated my Government throughout, 
ean scarcely fail to accomplish an equitable 
and peaceful solution of the existing diffi- 
culty, and thereby secure the speedy in- 
corporation of the North-West Territories 


Speech from 


with Canada an object so earnestly desired. 


by the Empire and the Dominion. 

As the Act, for the temporary Govern- 
ment of the Territories when united with 
Canada, will expire atthe close of the 
present Session, a measure providing for 
their Government will be submitted for 
your consideration. 

The Charters of most of the Banks of the 
Dominion were, last Session, extended for 
a limited period, with the view that dur- 
ing the interval the questions of Banking 
and Currency should receive the consid- 
eration which their importance demands. 
A measure intended to ensure safety to the 
community, without interfering with the 
legitimate operations of the Banks will 
be submitted for your consideration, and 
will, I trust, be found calculated to place 
those important interests upon a sound 
and stable basis. 


The Laws in force on the subject of the 
Elective Franchise, andthe regulation of 
Parliamentary Elections in the several Pro- 
vinces of the Dominion, vary much in 
their operations, and it is important that 
uniform provision should be made, set- 
tling the Franchise and regulating Elec- 
tions to the House of Commons. A mea. 
sure upon this subject will be submitted 
' for your consideration. 


Under the operation of an Act of the 
Imperial Parliament, passed in the year 
1869, to amend the laws relating to the 
- Coasting Trade, and Merchant Shipping in 

British Possessions, a period of two years 
is given to the Legislatures of the several 
Colonies of the Empire to make provision 
for the regulation of the Coasting Trade. 
In the absence of legislation on the sub- 
ject, within the period named, the provis- 
ions of the Imperial Law will be in force. 
The extent and value of our internal com- 
merce, render legislation on this subject 
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desirable, and a measure with regard to it 
will be submitted for your consideration. 

The creation of a Court of Appeal under 
the powers conferred upon you by the 
Union Act, is a matter deserving your 
attention. A measure will be submitted 
to you for the establishment of such a 
Court, and for conferring upon it certain 
original jurisdiction. 

The year 1871 is that in which the next 
decennial Census is fixed by law to take 
place. As there are different laws on the 
subject inthe several Provinces, it will, 
therefore, be necessary to pass a General 
Act, to establish a uniform and accurate 
system throughout the Dominion. 
Steps have already been taken to secure 
the co-operation of Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward Island; and, I trust, a 
Census upon one system will be made 
simultaneously in all Her Majesty’s British 
North American Possessions. I need not 
expatiate on the importance of the infor- 
mation which the tables of the Census are 
calculated to afford, as, in addition to their 
interest and value on general grounds, it 
must be recollected that upon them de- 
pends the readjustment of the -Parlia. 


the Throne. 


| mentary representation. 


Gentlemen of the House of Commons: 

I have directed that the accounts of the 
last year shall be laid before you. The es- 
timates for the present financial year will 
alsobe submitted. They have been framed 
with every regard to economy, compatible 
with the efficiency of the Public Service ; 
and you will, I trust, be of opinion that 
the Finances are ina satisfactory state, and 
that the people can, without inconvenience, 
afford for the service of Her Majesty, the 
supplies which it will be the. duty of my 
Government to ask you to vote. 


Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate: Gentlemen 
of the House of Commons : 


The Act respecting the Militia and De- 
fence of the Dominion has not failed to en- 
gage my attention. The high spirit and 
loyalty of the people are placed in a clear 
light by the fact that the Active Militic’ 
have, voluntarily, come forward largely ir} 
excess of the quota required, as well as by 
the zealous attendance of the various Corp; 
at the annual training in the camps, anc 
by the promptness with which they assem) 
bled in force, at the call of duty, on mor 
than one occasion, when Fenian marauder, 
threatened the peace of the country. 7 

I have observed, with great satisfaction, 
the efforts which have been made in sever, 
al of the Provinces of the Dominion to fos’ 
ter and encourage immigration to ou, 
shores. The continued progress of grea 
public works, in many portions of th: 
country, will afford the opportunity of early 
employment to intending immigrants, 
and I look forward with confidence to the 
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addition of a large and valuable class of 
settlers to our population during the com- 
ing season. 

During the Summer and Autumn I had 
the opportunity of visiting different parts 
of the Dominion. I proceeded first to 
Quebec, thence to the Maritime Pro- 
vinces ; and at Halifax, I had the honour of 
receiving His Royal Highness Prince 
Arthur. Subsequently I attended His 
Royal Highness in a tour to the Province 
of Ontario. Every-where the great capa- 
bilities of the country, and the proofs of 
vigorous industry made themselves appar- 
ent, and it became my pleasing duty 
to report to Her Majesty’s Government 
as the result of my _ observations, 
that the inhabitants of the Do- 
minion are well contented with their 
position and’ prospects, and that the wish 
nearest their hearts is to avail themselves 
of the franchises and full powers of legis- 
lation, which they possess, in order to build 
up, as a portion of the British Empire, insti- 
tutions of their own choice, by lawa of their 

/ own making. 

I now leave you to the labours of the ses- 
‘lion, with earnest aspirations for your com- 
‘plete success. 


Routine [FEBRUARY 


\ 
} PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS. 


| His Excellency the GOVERNOR-GEN- 

| 'ERAL, accompanied by HIS ROYAL 

_ HIGHNESS, was pleased to retire, and the 
House of Commons withdrew. 


The Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL present- 
, ed to the House, a Bill, intituled “‘ An Act 
ty relating to Railways.” 


The said Bill was read for the first time. 


The Honourable the SPEAKER reported 
His Excellency’s speech from the Throne, 

; and the same was then read by the Clerk. 
pth set 


On motion of the Hon. Mr. CAMP- 
BELL, seconded by the Honourable Mr. 
et) MITCHELL, it was 
4 Ordered, That the House take into con- 
hs ‘sideration, the speech of His Excellency 
i Governor-General to-morrow. 


i On motion of the Honourable Mr. CAMP- 

y Mae BELL, seconded by the Honorable Mr. 

ES B. | MITCHELL, it was 

: Maes i Ordered, That all the Members present 

{ during this Session, be appointed in Com- 
eae - nittees to consider the Orders and Cus- 

coms of this House and Privileges of Par- 
- jament, and that the said Committees 
have leave to meet in this House, when, 
ie nd as often as they please. 

\ Be Then on motion of the Honourable Mr. 

|  YAMPBELL, seconded by the Honourable 

\\ ! ae . MITCHELL. 

__ The House adjourned until to-morrow, at 

M, three o’clock in the afternoon. 
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Orrawa, Tuesday, Feb. 15, 1870, 


The House having met at three o'clock, 
p-m., was summoned by a message from 
His Excellency, to meet in the Senate 


Chamber. Having attended and being 
returned. 
NEW MEMBERS. 
Mr. SPEAKER informed the House 


that during the recess he had received com- 
munications ; he also informed the House 
that during the recess the clerk had receiv- 
ed from the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, 
Certificates of the Election and Return of 
the following Members, to fill up vacancieg 
which had occurred during the recess :— 


Of John Lorne McDougall Esq., for the 
South Riding of the County of Renfrew. 


Of Barthelemy Pouliot, Esq., for the 
Electoral District of L’ Islet 


Of the Hon. Adams George Archibald, 
for the Electoral District of Colchester 
(Nova Scotia). 


Of Julius Scriver, Esq., for the Electoral 
District of Huntingdon. 

Of the Hon. Sir Francis Hincks, K.C.M. 
G., C.B., for the North Riding. of the 
County of Renfrew. 


__Of the Hon. Christopher Dunkin, for the 
Electoral District of Brome; and 


Of the Hon. Alexander Morris, for the 
South Riding of the County of Lanark. 


The newly elected members having pre- 
viously taken the oath, were severally in- 
troduced and took their seats. 


On motion of the Hon. Sir JOHN A. 
MACDONALD, His Excellency’s speech 
was ordered to be taken into consideration 
to-morrow. 


PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS: 


Resolved, That the votes and Proceed- 
ings of this "House be printed, being first 
perused by Mr. Speaker, and that he do 
appoint the printing thereof, and that no 
person but such as he shall appoint do pre- 
sume to print the same. 


Resolved, That Select StandingCommittees 
be appointed for the following purposes : 
1. On Privileges and Elections.—2. On 
Expiring Laws.—3. On Railways, Canals 
and Telegraph Lines.—-4. On Miscellaneous 
Private Bills.—5. On Standing Orders.— 
6. On Printing.—-7. On Public Accounts. 
—8,. On Banking and Commerce.—9. On 
Immigration and Colonization. 

Resolved, Ist.—That if anything shall 
come in question touching the Return or 
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Business. 


Election of any Member, he is to withdraw | respecting the treatment and relief of Sick 
during the time the matter is in debate ; | and Distressed Mariners.’’ Bill was read 


and all Members returned upon double re- 
turns are to withdraw until their Returns 
are determined. 


Resolved, 2nd.—That if it shall appear 
that any person has been elected or re- 
turned a Member of this House, or hath 
endeavoured so to be, by bribery or any 
other corrupt practices, this House will 
proceed with the utmost severity against 
all such persons as shall have been wilfully 
concerned in such bribery or other corrupt 
practices. 


Resolved, 3rd.— That the offer of any 
money or other advantage to any member 
of the House of Commons, for the promot- 
ing of any matter whatsoever, depending 
or to be transacted in the Parliament of 
the Dominion of Canada, is a high crime 
and misdemeanor, and tends to the sub- 
version of the Constitution. 


LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. SPEAKER laid before the House, 
the Report of the Librarian of the House 
of Commons, on the state of the Library of 
Parliament. 

The number of books in the Library at 
the opening of last session, was estimated 
at 61,500 volumes. Since then, about 1,500 
volumes have been added ; making a total 
of 63,000. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, Feb. 16, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


SEIGNIORY OF TWO MOUNTAINS. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER introduced a petition 
from the Chiefs and Indians of Oka in the 
Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, 
praying to have their lands, composing the 
Seigniory of the Lake of Two Mountains, 
restored to them, and the removal of the 
priests of the Seminary of St. Sulpice 
therefrom. 

The Order of the Day being read for the 
consideration of His Excellency’s Speech 
from the ‘lhrone, 

On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 
seconded by Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, it was 
ordered, that the same be postponed until 
to-morrow. 


ROUTINE BUSINESS. 


The Hon. Mr. MITCHELL presented a 
Bill intituled “An Act to amend the Act 


the first time. . 
Hon. Mr. TESSIER introduced a petitio 
from the inhabitants of the Magdalen 
Islands, praying for the establishment ofa 

School of Navigation for seamen. 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER introduced a petition 
from the same, asking for the building ofa » 
Light House on Birds Island, in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, where two wrecks took place 
last year. 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER introduced a petition 
for deepening the rivers along the coast of 
Gaspe, and specifically for deepening Cap 
Chat River. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, Feb. 16, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’ clock. 


rf a 


PURITY OF PARLIAMENT. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he felt it to b 
his duty, at the earliest possible moment, 
to call the attention of the House to the 
question which had arisen out of the events 
with which the House was as familiar as 
they could be, from the documents in the 
public journals, and which affected the seat 
of the late Commissioner of Public Works, 
He did not propose to go into any state- 
ment of the case, or offer any opinion as to 
the right of that honourable gentleman to 
a’seat. He regarded the questicn as one 
involving some difficulty, and one which 
should be approached in a non-partisan 
spirit. (Hon. Sir J. A, Macdonald: ‘Hear, | 
hear.’’?) It should be dealt with as a judi-/ 
cial question. But the question having 
arisen, they could not with due regard to 
the Judges and the independence of th 
House properly ignore it. He therefore 
took this, the earliest opportunity, o 
bringing the matter to the notice of th 
House, and especially to the notice of th 
leader of the Government, whose distin 
tive duty it was to guard the rights, an 
privileges, and purity of this House, with 
the view of inviting him to take such a 
tion as may be fit and proper at the earli 
est opportunity. His own view was, th 
the proper course to be taken was this 
When the Standing Committee on Privi 
eges and Elections was appointed, as i 
would be soon, the papers relating to th 
appointment of Hon. Mr. McDougall shoul 
be referred to them, and the constitution: 
al and legal points connected with the case 
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laid before the House, which would be a 
guide to a proper decision. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. said 


his honourable friend had been kind 


enough to mention to him before hand, 


that he would bring this subject up, and it 


was one to which he had a right to call the 
attention of the House. The essential 
facts were’ known to the country, but he 


' would state them briefly. Hon. Mr. Mce.- 


Dougall was the Minister of Public Works, 
and member for North Lanark. He was 
asked to accept the Governorship of the 
North West, under the Act of last session, 
which provided for a Provisional Govern. 
ment for that country, and he agreed to 
accept it so soon as Rupert’s Land should 
become a portion of the Dominion. A 


_- salary was fixed, of course, subject to the 


requirements of the country,. 


sanction of Parliament, when the office 
should come into effect. Hon. Mr. Mc.- 
Dougall did not resign his seat. ‘The 
Government thought it well that Hon. Mr. 
McDougall should go with all convenient 
speed to that country, to make certain pre- 
liminary inquiries, and report as to the 
He took 
with him a Commission under the Great 


_ Seal of the Dominion, which Commission 


appear 


- a judicial spirit. 
that on the first impression, he did not 


_ the Speaker, a certificate, 


any two members, 


- was to take effect from and after the time 


of the union of Rupert’s Land with the 


- Dominion by Her Majesty's Proclamation, 


The House was aware of the circumstances 
which caused hon. Mr. McDougall’s return 


to Canada proper, without asssuming the 


Government, and these facts would all 
in the papers, to be 
brought down when no doubt there 


would be a full discussion on the whole 
— subject. 


As regards the seit, he thought 
it would not be well for members to express 
strong opinions on that point, because if 
his honourable friend’s suggestion was 
adopted, and the case went before the 
Committee on Elections, it would then be 
discussed from a legal point of view, and in 
He might say, however, 


think it clear that the seat was vacant, and 
therefore did not follow the course that 
would have been: followed in cases where 
there was no doubt, that is, to present to 
signed by two 
members, stating that the seat was vacant, 


and asking for “the issue of anew erin 


Such a course had not been followed by 
or the Speaker would 
have told them of it yesterday, and he 


thought this showed that the doubt which 


existed in his own mind, as to whether or 
~ not the seat was vacant, also existed in 


_ the minds of gentlemen on both sides of 
_ the House. 


As to the course which should 
be pursued, now that his honourable friend 


ns 1 had brought the matter up, he would 
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valde not at the moment express any. 
opinion one way orthe other. Besides 
the honourable member himself was in his 
place in the House, and, of course, his 
opinion as to his constitutional rights 
should be met as faras possible. Of course 
it was quite open for any two members 
now to try the question, by sending in to 
the Speaker a certificate declari ing the seat 
vacant, but the House being in session, 
perhaps that would not be proper. 
Mr. MACKENZIE—It cannot be done 
while the [louse is in session- 
Hon. Sir JOUIN A. MACDONALD—Now 
my honourable friend has brought the sub- 
ject up, I would be glad to hear the opin- 


ions of other members versed on constitu-. 


tional law, and if the matter was allowed 
to stand over till another day, we might 
come to some conclusion in the mat- 
ter. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON observed that he 
quite recognized the ready way in which 
his honourable friend had met his sugges- 
tion, but he must be aware that during the 
sitting of the House the course of sending 
the certificate to the Speaker by two mem- 
bers could not be adopted. His honour- 
able friend had pushedthe inference from 
the non-delivery to the Speaker of the 
certificate a little too far. The appoint- 
ment of hon. Mr. McDougall was never 
gazetted. There was no authentic an- 
nouncement of the appointment. That 
course could only have been taken by 
members of the. Government, or by mem- 
bers at the instance of the ‘Government, 
and therefore the inference to be drawn 
from the non-delivery of the certificate 
would not be quite so broad as stated 
by the honourable gentleman. He would 
be very glad, indeed, to hear the opinions 
of other ‘members on the subject, and had 
no objection to let the matter stand over 
another day. Ile had feltitto be his 
duty, if the matter was to be mooted at all, 
to moot it at the earliest possible moment; 
perhaps it ought to have been done yester- 
day. Under the circumstances he thought 
it might be delayed till to-day, but he felt 
that, so far as he was concerned, if the 
subject was not mentioned to-day, he 
would not be at liberty to mention it ata 
later period. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said it appeared to him that some steps 
should be taken to lay the foundation for 
action. A writ might be moved for, and the 
motion ‘referred to the Committee, who 
would report, and their report would be 
the basis for discussion. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not well to 
precipitate discussion in this matter. If 
the papers were brought down, showing 
the date of hon, Mr. MeDougill’s Commis: 
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‘sion, and other papers on the subject, 

. they could discuss the question more intel- 
‘ligently than they could possivly do to-day. 
He was not disposed to say a word on the 
subject at present, and would agree to 
pass. on to other business. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said the papers on the 
‘subject were all ready, and as soon as the 
Address was passed, no time would be lost 
in bringing them down. 


The matter was then allowed to stand 
~Oveyr. 


DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that before pass- 
“ing on to the Orders of the Day he desired 
-to ask the Government in what state the 
-departmental reports were. It was no- 

torious, he said, that the Post Office report 
“which hid been prepared for a whole year 
had not been printed, because some 
preliminary matter was not ready to be 
attached. He thought the House was 
-entitled to know in what ‘state these 
reports were. 

Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he could not tell exactly their state of 

advancement, but he would enquire, and 
tell his hon. friend to-morrow. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Finance 
Minister was present, and perhaps ho 
could tell the position of the Public Ac- 
counts, which were very important. Ifthe 

»Public Accounts Committee was to be 
-of any service, itwas desirable and neces- 
sary that it should have the Public Ac- 
counts at as early a day as possible after 
the meeting of the House. What he 
~wan'ed to know was when the House would 
receive these accounts? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said every 
possible effort was being made to lay the 
Accounts before the House at the earliest 
possible moment. He could not state the 
exact day. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the fiscal 
year formerly terminated on ‘the thirty 
first of December. A very great difficulty 

“then arose in comparing one year’s account 

with another, as the House met generally 
about February. In view ofthese difficul- 
ties some years ago the fiscal year was 
changed retaining the old date of the 
‘meeting of Parliament, and the public ac- 
‘counts were supposed to be closed in the 
Departments at the end of June. It was 
now past the end of January and yet the 
hon. gentieman was notin a position to 
state when they would be on the table. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said nobody 
dhad suffered more or worked harder than 
Aimself in this matter, and he was sure 
that if the hon. member knew all the cir- 


Mr. Maekenzie. 
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cumstances he would acquit him and his 


department of all responsibility’ in the 


matter. He should bear in mind 


the great changes that had taken place.. 


There were many difficulties to be fought 
against. The offices in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces had asystem of doing business entire- 
ly different from that of the Upper Pro- 
vinces, and had not yet got into the mode 
of working adopted for the Dominion. 
He was now carrying on athorough exa- 
mination of the mode of settling up the 
public accounts, and if he detected any- 
thing amiss he would rectify it. 


ELECTIONS AND SUPREME COURT BILLS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gave 
notice of the introduction of two Bills 
respecting elections and a Supreme Court. 
He said that several alterations had been 


made in reply to the Address, consequent 


upon the suggestions from the other side | 


of the House. These had been sent to the 
printers, and would probably be received in 
a few minutes. 
the Speaker leave the chair during plea- 
sure.—Carried, 

On resuming business, 


THE ADDRESS. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT suggested that as 
some changes had been made in the Ad- 
dress in order to meet ‘the objections 


He therefore moved that 


raised by hon. members opposite yester- 


day, it would be better to postpone its 
consideration till to-morrow. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said they were always 
ready to go on with public business if the 
Government were prepared to proceed; 
but, of course, ifthe Government was not 
now ready, his side would not, it was 
quite possible, offer any serious objection. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD would 
accept the suggestion of the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke with less reluctance, as 
there were only a few copies of the Ad- 
dress printed in French. 

The consideration of the Address was 
accordingly postponed. 

Hon. A. G. ARCHIBALD was introduced 
by Hon. Mr. Howe, and Hon. Dr. Tupper, 
and took his seat as member for Col- 
chester. 

The House then adjourned. 
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Orrawa, Taurspay, Feb. 17, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three. 
o'clock. rig 
After prayer and routine. <u 
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satisfaction to the persons who had in- 
vested large sums in this trade. The 
House, he was sure, would join him in 
expressing satisfaction at the high opinion 
His Excellency had formed of the resources 
and capacities of these tine Provinces dur- 
ing his extensive tour last summer. It 


NEW MEMBER. 


oe: \- Hon. Messrs. KENNY and CAMPBELL 

introduced to the House the Hon. Mr. 
~ McLELLAN called to the Chamber in 
room of the late Hon, Mr. WEIR deceased. 


pees | COASTING TRADE. ' ‘ was also gratifying to know that the laws 
~~ Hon. Mr. MITCHELL presented a Bill, relating to the Election Franchise, and the 
Bee ‘An Act respecting the Coasting Trade | regulation of Elections to Parliament were 

“os of Canada.” to be harmonized throughout the several 


_ Bill was pend. the first time. 


a Provinces. And lastly, he entirely agreed 
oh ; with the statement relating tothe high 
i FISHING BY FOREIGN VESSELS. spirit and loyalty of the people as evinced 
% Oe The Hon. Mr. MITCHELL presented a | by the zealous manner in which they had 
A Bill, *‘ An Act to amend the Act respecting | met the requirements of the Militia Act. 


_-__— Fishing by Foreign Vessels.’ 


. With a population so prompt at the call of 
Bill was read the first time. 


duty, there could be no doubt we would be 


fully able to defend and protect our homes. 
‘ee eee ee OM, EE THRONE. He had great pleasure in moving, seconded 
Bah. _ The Order of the Day being read for the | by Hon. Mr. Dickey, that the Address be 
$e 5. consideration of His Excellency’s apeech | presented to His Exellency for his gracious 
a from the ‘vhrone. speech at the opening of the present ses- 
_____ The same being read by the Clerk, pe of melee ete ; 
Nt oe on. Mr. sald.—In rising to 
ne es dt ae Mr. BENSON moved, seconded by second the Address, I must bespeak the 
BH, e Hon. Mr. DICKEY, endl : 

a he , ind indulgence of the House in the novel 
eh __ That an Address be presented to His position in which I find myself placed. It 
y Excellency the Governor General, to offer | coems eminently fitting, that in the fore- 


___ the respectful thanks of this House to His 
__ Excellency for the gracious Speech which 
His Excellency has been pleased to make 
to both Houses of Parliament. 


Hon. Mr. BENSON, in moving the Ad- 


front of the Speech from the Throne we 
should find expressions of thankfulness for 
the bounty of Divine Providence in giving 
us peace and plenty. That the abundance 
of the fruits of the earth may not have 
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dress to the Speech from the Throne, after 
briefly referring to other clauses said, in 
relation to the banking measure fore- 
shadowed in His Excellency’s Speech, he 
anticipated that it would be one every way 
~ calculated to give satisfaction to the coun- 
try. He himself had strong confidence in 

the ability of the distinguished gentleman 
who now filled the office of Finance Minis- 
ter, and he trusted he would bring forward 

eX; a measure which would deal successfully 
» ~—s with the very important matter in ques- 
RE i * tion. He also heartily approved, and be- 
+ jieved the country generally would be 
pleased to learn that it was the intention 
to harmonize the now varying laws on the 
+» subject of the Elective Franchise in the 
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Nat several Provinces embraced in the Domi- 
an nion. The coasting trade referred to in 
ext, the next paragraph of His Exceilency’s 
a Speech was a subject of the greatest possi 
mis ble importance to a large number of our 
Br people, and he hoped that the measure 
Seba which was promised would be one every 
Wy _ way calculated to foster and develop our 
_-——s Maritime resources. He believed the Hon. 
ee _ Minister of Finance accumulated a large 
“amount of valuable information upon this 
_ topic which would in due time be com- 


_. municated to the House. He trusted.also 


inthis case that the measure proposed 
_. would be ofa character to give all proper 


been evenly distributed over the land is 


quite possible, but we know enough to 
assure us of the increased productiveness 
and prosperity of our country. But of 
what avail would all this be without the 


assurance given to us in the same paragraph 
of an ‘‘equal administration of our laws.” 
Long may it be our proud boast, that no- 
where outside of the Great HKmpire to 
which we belong is there more unbribed, 
because unbought, justice administered 
than in this fair Dominion of Canada, [hear, 
hear]. We next come to the perplexing 
question of the North West ‘Territories. 
There may be and doubtless are, differ- 
ences of opinion, as to the policy of the 
Government on this subject, end as to the 
conduct of the Government and its officers 
in carrying out this policy, but there is no- 
thing in the Address to challenge criticism 
on these points, some may disapprove of 
the measures adopted, but I apprehend 
there will be little difference of opinion as 
to the wisdom of the policy foreshadowed 
by the Speech, a policy of exhausting con- 
ciliation before resorting to coercion, of 
substituting reason for force, and persua- 
sion for violence, [hear, hear]. Formyself, 
Ireserve my opimion on these disputed 
points, and 1 assume that the members _ 
of this House will be disposed to suspend 
their opinions until the papers are brought 
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down, and we have all the facts before us 
to form an unbiased judgment, [hear, 
hear]. I may be permitted to congratulate 
the Government upon one fortunate cir- 
cumstance, that be their policy right or 
wrong, thus far not a shot has been fired, 
not a blow struck. It would, indeed, have 
been a deplorable fact had the inaugura- 
tion of the first extension of our Dominion 
been signalized by the shedding of blood, 
and I doubt not that the further legisl.- 
tion promised on this subject will be mark- 
ed by the same open, fair-dealing that has 
hitherto characterized our dealings with 
the aborigines, and that scrupulous regard 
will be paid to their rights and possessions, 
nay even to the susceptibilities, of all 
classes of the settlers of this fine country, 
fhear, hear]. The next subject brought 


to our notice is one in which the people, 


of Nova Scotia feel a peculiar interest, 
from the fact that our currency differs 
from that of all other parts of the Domi- 
nion. All we desire is uniformity, so that 
a dollar may be a dollar from Sarnia to 
Sydney. Inthe other question of Bank- 
ing, our little Province has a deep interest, 
but we will be content if her legislation 
shall be based upon security to the public, 
without trenching on the legitimate opera- 
tions of the Banks, as promised in the 
Speech. Again, with regard to the 
Franchise and mode of conducting Elec- 
tions, our laws differ from the other Pro. 
vinces. We have simultaneous polling, 
not in the sense understood here, but so 
that all the elections throughout the Pro- 
vince are held on the same day. This 
system has worked admirably with us, but 
here again we only desire uniformity. It 
would be an absurd anomaly to have differ- 
ent franchises and modes of conducting 
elections in different Provinces of the 
Dominion. With regard to the important 
subject of Merchant Shipping and Seamen, 
I would only remark that unless we legis- 
late, the Imperial Act will remain in force, 
and all will agree, I trust, that it would 
be better for us to legislate for ourselves. 
None will deny the importance of erecting 
an appellate tribunal, whether from emi- 
nent men on the benches of the other 
Superior Courts throughout the Dominion, 
or by original appointment. I am _ con- 


vinced of the necessity of having sucha} 


tribunal from the fact, that in looking over 
our own Acts of Parliament, I find con- 
stantly cropping out parts of legislation 
likely to conflict with the powers of Local 
Legislation, and if we are tobe spared 
an unseemly conflict of laws, some such 
legislation is indispensible. Of the Census 
it is not necessary to say more, than that 


to make it useful it should be uniform. 


The Militia, organised as it has been, and 
as we hope it will continue to be, is our 


Hon, Mr. Dickey. 
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true army, and as to the navy we may safely 


leave that to the gallant Minister of 
Marine, [laughter, and hear, hear]. On the 
question of Immigration, which has not 


been adverted to by my hon. friend, who 


so exhaustively treated other points, I 
must be permitted to say a word. It is 
quite obvious from the generous efforts of 
individuals and associations in London, 
that emigration has entered upon a new 
phase, and that we are likely to have 
a large increase during the coming season- 
| 1 am glad, therefore, that the Government 
| propose to legislate on this important sub- 
ject—hear, hear)—and I trust they will be 
able to make satisfactory provision for the 
future of the poor and industrious, who 
cannot fail to find employment and _ per- 
manent homes in this western land. Hon. 
gentlemen, I was witness to the cordial 
manner in which the Governor-General was 
received last summer in two of the counties 
in my Province, and to the favourable 
impression made by the language and 
deportment of His Excellency—fhear, 
hear],—at a time when men’s minds were 
agitated by the recollections of events, 
now | trust happily passing away. His Excel- 
lency has not exaggerated the loyalty and 
spirit of the people of this country. They 
value their institutions and their compara- 
) 


tive immunity from taxation, with the — 


security they possess for lite, property and 
personal liberty. 
to foster a feeling infavour of independ- 


ence or annexation—I use them as co-— 


relative terms—have happily met with but 
afeeble response, and | am _ satisfied that 
the great heart of this country is sound to 
the core, [cheers]. The people desire 
free and unrestricted intercourse with our 
friends and neighbours’ across. the 
border, but if they cannot have that, 
they demand protection from the unfair 
incidence of foreign tariffs, 
productions of their industry, fhear, 
hear]. Any change of allegiance would 
be repugnant to their instincts and feel- 
ings, no less than to their material inter- 
ests, [hear, hear]. The Government have, 
Ithink, done wisely in advising His 
Excellency to strike the key note of pa- 
triotism at the present juncture, and I 
cheerfully second the Address that has 
just been read. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said he desired before the answer to the 
Address was adopted to have some ex- 
planations in regard to the changes which 
had taken place in the personnel of the 
Administration since last session. There 
had been what might not improperly be 
called a reconstruction, for one third of 


for the 


The efforts of a few — 


the whole number of the members 
composing the Cabinet had been — 
called to office during that 
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‘Minis-{and that it had been broken. 
Upon this subject he thought 


ic _ ture, the Secretary of State for the Domin- 
ion, and the Minister of Internal Revenue; 
all. new men, called in as Advisers of Her 


Majesty. It seemed to be understood 

during last session that the then Minister 
- ofFimance had made some engagement 
_ which would necessitate his retirement, 
but he continued, nevertheless, in office, 
and it was a question whether he were after 
that time acting under that sense of res- 


-_ ponsibility which should be felt by a 


Minister of the Crown, holding: so impor- 


tant an office. Resolutions were presented 


at that time, committing the Government 
to a certain financial policy, and it was 
generally understood that the said policy 
was to be adhered to by his successor. 
This being admitted, it became a very 
_ proper subject of inquiry whether the pre- 
_. sent Minister of Finance was going to ob- 
_ serve the line marked out by his predeces- 
sor. Then it was reported that after the 
- retirement of the Hon. Mr. Rose, his 
place had been offered to the Hon. Mr. Galt. 
This fact was interesting, and should be 
_ explained. But other changes had been 
- made which were worthy of attention. 

When the Coalition was formed the Re- 

formers of Lower Canada were left in the 
Of this he did not complain, but 
when the combination was effected it 
was understood that three Upper Canada 


“~ 


_ . Reformers were to have places in the Cabi- 


net; how then did it come to pass that 
. there was only one now;; it was stated last 
session that an hon. member of this House 
had been appointed with a view of bringing 
‘him into the Cabinet, and he (Hon. Mr. 
 Letellier de St. Just) had then inquired if 
there wasany prospect of such an arrange- 
ment, when he was told that the hon. 
member, if asked, would doubtless answer 
- for himself. But that hon. member was 
then absent, and could not be interrogated. 
- He was present today, however, and no 
doubt would be prepared to explain his 
position. It was alleged then that he had 
_ declined the offer made him on the ground 
that it was proposed to alter the propor- 
tion of Upper Canada Reformers in the 
Cabinet. Since then that hon. member 
_ had joined the ministry, and the inference 
_ therefore was, that he had consented to 
_ -setaside the terms of the original com- 
pact. Indeed he had joined a ministry 
embracing a Minister of Finance who was 
understood to be opposed to the banking 
‘policy of his predecessor. It was true 
some persons alleged that there had been 
mo such compact as he had alluded to, 


but by reference to certain speeches re- 


cently madeby an ex-member of the Gov- 
ernment, he felt gratified in believ- 
‘ng that there had been such a compact, 


‘ : é 


full explanations were needed. For his 
part he would be.glad if there were no 
more Coalitions, and the Government of 
the country were carried on by parties. 
He hoped that full replies would be given, 
and that any papers needed to elucidate 
the points in the question would be forth- 
coming. Before sitting down he would 
say that when he had asked for explana- 
tions yesterday. he had not intended to ° 
delay the answer to His Excellency’s 
opening Speech, but merely to intimate 
that before the answer was passed, it was 
proper the explanations he had now asked 
for should be made. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he had la- 
boured under a misconception as to the 
honourable member’s demands yesterday, 
but that the explanation that the honour- 
able member had now made of his object 
was entirely correct. With regard to the 
position of the Hon. Mr. Rose, the late 
Minister of Finance, the honourable mem. » 
ber was mistaken in assuming that he had 
made arrangements during last session to 
leavé his position and accept that which 
he now held in a large monetary concern. 
It was true that proposals had been made 
to the Hon. Mr. Rose which, if accepted by 
him would have involved his relinquish- 
ment of office as the Finance Minister of 
the Dominion, but they had then been un- 
conditionally declined. He was glad the 
honourable member had so framed his 
inquiries as to enable him (Hon. Mr. Camp- 
bell) to place before the Canadian public 
the disinterested patriotism of the late 
Hon. Minister of Finance, in connection 
with the offers alluded to. When, how- 
ever, the offers had been agiin made to 
the Hon. Mr. Rose, and he had eoncluded 
to accept them, the “office was placed at 
the disposition of the Hon. Sir A. T. Galt: 
Had that distinguished gentl: min accepted 
the office he (Hon. Mr. Campbell) conceiv- 
ed the public interest would have been 
satisfactorily subserved. It did not. how- 
ever, meet that honourable gentleman’s 
conyenience to accept the office, anil it was 
offered to Sir Francis Hincks, who had ac- 
cepted it. The other changes were con- 
sequent upon the appointment of the Hon. 
Mr. McDougall prospectively to the office 
of Lieutenant Governor of the North West 
Territory, when another Minister was ap- 
pointed in his place. Two other seats in 
the Ontario section of the Ministry had for 
some time been vacant, and it had been 
deemed proper to fill them up. 

Hon. Mr. LETILLIER DEST. JUST— 
Whose fault was it that they were kept 
vacant ? , 

Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL—It was no one’s 
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fault in particular. The hon. member] the return of Sir George Cartier and Hon. 


- knew well enough that it was not always 


an easy matter to make such appointments, 
and that time was often required to enable 
a Government to do so wisely and well. 
The other changes in the Cabinet were 
well known. The Hon. Mr. Dunkin was 
taken infor the Province of Quebec in 
consequence of the retirement of the Hon. 
Sir John Rose, and the Messrs. Aikins and 
Morris were appointed for Ontario. That 
the course pursued by the Government, in 
relation to these appointments, was ap- 
proved of by the people, was sufficiently 
shown by the re-election of every one of 
the Ministers. As to the banking poliye 
of the present Minister of Finance, it hard 

ly followed that because certain resolutions 
had been proposed last session, .they must 
be adhered to in every particular this ses- 
sion. Such a course would be tantamount 
to saying that things must ever remain 
stationary, and that any improvment was 
impossible. It would be asserting in effect 
that we were so wise that we needed to learn 
nothing more. Now he, (Hon. Mr. Camp- 
bell), was not prepared to say this. On 


the contrary, he was willing to admit that 


the Government were liable to err, and 
that it was possible they should be wiser 
to-day than yesterday- The general policy 
of the Government agreed upon when the 
Coalition was formed would be adhered to 
in future, as it had been in the past, and 
with reference to the banking policy, the 
hon. member would have the opportunity 
of judging of it when the measure was 
brought down. With regard to the ac- 
ceptance of office by his hon. colleague, 


_ the Secretary of State for the Dominion, 


of the 


that hon. gentleman would, no doubt, be 
ready to explain the course he had thought 
proper, after consulting with his friend to 
pursue. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS then said that antici- 
pating that he would be called upon to ex- 
plain ‘his reasons for accepting office, and 
to make sure that he would not be misap- 
prehended, he had committed his ex- 
Re sptions to writing, and would now read 
them. 


“(In the fall of 1868 Mr. McDougall, with 
the sanction of Sir John A. Macdonald, in- 
vited me to join the Administration. I 
had several conversations with him, and 
subsequently with Sir John A. Macdonald 
on the subject. 


The explanations in regard to the policy 
Government, made by both 


- gentlemen, were satisfactory tome; but I 


urged that another gentleman of Reform 
antecedents, should be brought into the 
Government with myself. This was not 
acceded to by Sir John A. Macdonald, and 
by agreement the subject stood over until 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 


Mr. McDougall from England. On Mr. 
McDougall’s arrival at Ottawa, I had a fur- 
ther conversation with him, in which he 
urged me to join the Government, without: 
another Reform colleague from Ontario, 
stating that Sir John found it impossible 
to assent to that proposition. 

Mr. McDougall, however, suggested that 
if I came in at once, the other appointment 
from Ontario could stand over for some 
time; though, when it was made, the va- 
cant seat would be filled as necessity re- 
quired, and the name of Mr. Morris was 
mentioned’as the person likely to be ap- 
pointed. . 

I agreed to this course, and after Mr. 
McDougall’s appointment to the Governor- 
ship of the North West, 1 jomed the Cabinet 
with Messrs. Dunkin and Morris. The Govy- 
ernment had already been joined by Sir 
Francis Hincks as Finance Minister. I had 
confidence in his financial ability, and felt 
satisfied that the policy of the Government 
would be vigorous and liberal, and calculat- 
ed to promote the best interest of the 
Dominion.” 


The motion was then put and adopted. | 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL then moved that 
the Address to His Excellency in answer 
to His Excellency’s Speech from the 
Throne, at the opening of the Session, be 
presented to His Excellency by such mem- 


bers of the House as were members of the 


Privy Council—Carried. 
On motion of the Hon. Mr. HAMILTON 
(Kingston) the House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, Feb. 17, 1870. - 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


o’clock. 

Mr. SAVARY rose to move the Address 
in reply to the speech from the Throne. 
With reference to the first paragraph he 
believed the House would agree with His 
Excellency that this was a most suitable time 
for the meeting of Parliament. 


was owing to circumstances which render- 
ed it necessary. ‘The circumstances under 
which they met was referred to in the se- 
cond clause of His Excellency’s Speech. 
The country had cause of congratulation 
for an abundant harvest last year through- 
out the whole Dominion. The Fisheries 
also had been unusually productive, and 
not only that, but the prices for fish ruled 
high. Representing as he did a county 


largely interested in this important branch 


of our industries, it was especially gratify- 


The last 
session was held at a later period, but that 


He.would not enlarge upon the 


question of fisheries; but it was well 
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~. known the American Government had 


adopted a policy of excluding our fish 
from their markets, except upon payment 
of a very high duty. This system still 
eontinued. It was satisfactory to know, 
that though our fisheries were subject to 
these burdens, our citizens were nof sub- 
ject. to other burdens which the people of 
the United States had to bear. A more 
loyal, industrious and contented class of 
people, he was glad to say, did not exist in 


the Dominion, than the population of 


Nova Scotia engaged in the fisheries. 
(Hear, hear.) Notwithstanding the bur- 
dens under which they laboured, they 
were prosperous and contented, and 
looked with the utmost confidence 


to this Government to give them that 


protection which the importance of their 
industry demanded. His Excellency had 


- not promised any particular measure with 


4 


_ might be. 


- inhabitants of the Territory and ourselves. 


hensions had undoubtedly existed with 
reference to the intentions with which 


gtitutions not to recognize the 


- would also rejoice, at the assurance His 


reference to the increased protection of 
the fisheries to guaranteeing to them those 
rights which the law of nations had given 


- them ; but he had reason to believe, that 


now that the United States were apparent- 
ly determined to maintain their restrictions 
upon our fisheries, our Government were 
disposed to take steps to protect this impor- 
tant branch of our industries. With re- 
gard to the Nor’-West Territory misappre- 


that country was sought to be acquired by 
Canada. There had been a complete mis- 
understanding on the subject. What- ob- 
ject could the Dominion have in acquiring 
that Territory, hostile to the inhabitants 
of the Territory, (hear, hear). It was in- 
consistent with the very spirit of our in- 
rights 
of the people of every portion of the Do- 
minion, however small in number they 
Whether the country was large 
or small their rights were the same, and 
though the people of the Nor’-West were 
now small in number; we look forward to 
the day{when that country would contains 
millions. It was contrary to the very 
spirit of our institutions that we should 
seek to obtain possession of that country 
for any other than the mutual good of the 


He rejoiced, and he believed the House 


Excellency had given, that it was desir- 
able to exhaust every means of concilia- 


tion before resorting to other measures. 
_ This proved that peace and harmony were 


recognized as the basis of our Government. 


_ We did not seek to extend our country by 


conquest but by peaceable means, and by 


-MTautual co-operation of the whole people 


- 
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to extend British institutions on the whole. 
northern portion of this Continent, which 


in the Good Providence of God still belongs 


to the Crown of Great Britain (hear, 
hear). The Opposition had given thm to- 
understand that there would be a discus-. 


‘sion on this subject, and it was quite right 


that all steps taken in connection withthe 
acquisition of that Territory be thoroughly 
It was very easy to be wise 
after the event, but if errors had been 


committed though he would not s.y there 
had‘ been any, this was a question on 


which the Government could confidently 
look for the generous consideration and: 
forbearance of the House. He was not for- 
getful of the fact that he was one of those 
who could not at first see the propriety or 
necessity of so early seeking the incorpo- 
ration of this Territory into the Dominion; 
but his objectiums were founled upon 
doubt as to the pecuniary ability of the 
Dominion to expend so large a sum of 
money as he then believed tu be necessary’ 
for the acquisition of the Territory. But: 
the negotiations with the Hudson’s Bay 
Company were conducted with consummate 
tact and ability—a tact and ability crown- 
ed with a gratifying success, entitling the 
two gentlemen who were charged by the 
Government with those negotiations to 
the gratitude of this House and of the 
country, and the result was the acquisition 
of the Territory at a cost infinitely less 
than was apprehended. He haa no doubt ~ 
that with the spirit in which the negotia- 
tions had been conducted, before long all 
difficulties connected with the immediate 
acquisition of the Territory would be satis- 
factorily adjusted. The next clause in tho 
Speech announced that a measure would 
be introduced on Banking and Currency. 
This question was beset with great diffi- 
culties, but he trusted that the measures. 
to be laid before the House would be such 
as would meet the views of all sections of 
the country. He would like to have seen in 
the Speech-though perhaps it might be con- 
sidered as implied in this paragraph—a pro- 
mise that a measure would be introduced 
to assimilate the Currency of the different 
Provinces (hear, hear). It was time that. 
this questi was settled. The hon- 
ourable gentleman who had charge last 
session of the Department that controls 
measures of this kind, had directed con- 
siderable attention to this measure. From. 
the remarks which that gentleman made 
last session it must be evident that he 
favoured the adoption of the Nova Scotia 
system, in which the British Sovereign was 
recognized as the standard, it being evi- 
dent that the views of the different Com- 
mercial nations who were seeking an 
international uniform system tend in that 
direction. That honourable gentleman had 


1 
; 


> 
A 


Ps OSS og OS oh tw Sat nea 

Ay Ci Rit se Reta S 

94 Pa 4aeae bos sr ot & ; 
Aq SEE - 


terials. 


been succecded by a Masts of] takes eX- 
perience, whose eminent services in times 
. past justly met with the approval of the 
- Imperial Government and therefore the 
House had the assurance that the mantle of 
~ Elijah had fallen upon the right shoulders 
(hear, hear). Of course it w ould be neces- 
sary to pass this session a measure on the 
subject of the Elective Franchise, and he 
hoped the measure promised would prove 
satisfactory. ‘They were also promised a 
measure to regulate the Coasting Trade 
and Merchant Shipping. This was a very 
important subject, especially to the people 
of the Maritime Provinces who were large- 


ly dependent upon the Mercantile Mar- 


ine for national wealth. It was a 
‘matter for the congratulation of the 
whole country that our Mercantile 


Marine had increased so largely and so ra- 
pidly. Like the great country from which 
they sprung, the Maritime Provinces were 

dependent upon the deep for a large share 

of their prosperity. In a, different sense 
from that in which they were often quo- 
ted, the lines might apply to them— 

‘‘Our march is on the mountain wave, 

Our home is on the deep.” 

From the statistics of the shipping of 
the town of Yarmouth, he found that a 
county containing a population of about 
15,000, owned SL, 710 tons of shipping— 
(hear, hear)—ali manned by hardy, stal- 
wart men. In the vicinity of the village 
of Maitland, in the county of Hants, for a 
distance of five miles on éach side of the 
village, neaily 10,000 tons of shipping were 
in process of construction, and in his own 
county, the progress now being made in 
this branch of industry was beyoud all pre- 
cedent. These facts rebuked those who 
told us that our country was not prosper- 
ous, and this prosperity in this important 
branch of industry—shipbuilding—was 


. more conspicuous when we see the dee 


in the shipbuildingin the United States. 
In the town of Yarmouth, under the fos- 
tering policy of Imperial legislation, ves- 
sels were being built forthe carrying trade 
of the United states. (Hear, hea.r). He attri- 
buted this prosperity to the Imperial 
policy which fosters a shipping in- 
terest, and which policy the Dominion 
Government had followed by abolishing 
light duty and duty on ship-building ma- 
When he perceived that policy 
was still pursued by the Government, and 
the interests of the Maritime Provinces so 
- protected, he could not decline to heartily 


- respond to the sentiments contained in 


His Excellency’s Speech. While this pol- 


icy was pursued he had no cause of com- 


plaint. When he found, in his intercourse 
with the Government, that they were dis- 
posed to meet him half way—that the 


Mr, Savary. 
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move the Address. A Bill was promised 
for the creation of a Court of Appeal. 
Such a court was absolutely necessary, in 
order that an authoritative decision might 
be given on points of differences arising 
in the several courts of the Provinces. 
Referring to the Census he said it was an 
important matter, and it was gratifying 
that the Government had acknowledged 
its importance, and arranged for it to be 
taken in 1871. He for one was very 
anxious tosee that Census taken, for then 
it would shew that there was no back- 
wardness in the country. It would be 
found that the Provinces of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick were increasing in 
population and in wealth, and in all the 
elements of national greatness to a greater 


extent than the Eastern States of the 


American Union. (Hear, hear). © And the 
Province of Ontario had made far greater 
progress. In reading the speech with which 
the Treasurer of Ontario introduced his 


financial statement he was struck with the — 


marvellous progress of Ontario in all that 
concerns national progress and prosperi 

and he did not think any State in the 
American Union could be found whose 
progress during the last ten or fifteen 
years was so great as that of the Province 
of Ontario, (hear, hear). Situated as we 
are on this Continent, attached to the 


British Crown, and yet contiguous and 
kindred to. our American neighbours, it - 


was our peculiar advantage to imitate what 
is good and be warned by what is evil in 
their legislation. We are informed that 
the public estimates have been prepared 
with due regard to economy and efliciency 
of the public service. He thought he 


had heard that sentence before, (hear, ~ 
hear and laughter), but he would say 


that however economical Ministers might 
be the Opposition would be still more eco- 
nomical. df the positions of honourable gen- 
tlemen were reversed they would have dif- 


ferent views. However the expenses of this _ 
Dominion Parliament, with the addition of 
members from the Maritime Provinces, did _ 


not exceed those of the old Parliament of 
Canada, and he did not think in that view, 
that the people of old Canada could regret 
‘the introduction of the maritime element, 

nor that the maritime people could 
complain of extravagance, 
to the brave conduct 
teers 


of our volun- 
a few years ago, 


our soil to be desecrated. It was gratify- 
ing that His Excellency had noted 
the loyalty of the people. Throughout 
the discussion ofa great question, well 
calculated to elicit the widest difference of 


opinion, the people of Nova Scotia were 
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Maritime sit nase of Nova Sé6tia were 
being protected, he .could not refuse to— 


He referred — 


who would 
never allow our shores to he invaded nor. 
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unanimous in one thing—in the _ spirit 


_of loyal attachment to the British Govern- 
ment, and more than loyal-an affectionate 


and devoted attachment to the Crown and 
person of our most Gracious Queen. (Loud 
cheers.) But now the troubled waters of 
strife had subsided, and peace was spread 

ing her wings,and the people ofall sections 


_ of this Dominion were joining hand in 


hand in a career of prosperity, which he 


believed was destined to be unparalleled 


in the history ofnations. And this country 
would maintain its place, and its people 
would retain their traditional character 
as the two foremost races of the earth in 
progress and civilization. Our country, 
east and west, was teeming with wealth, 
and we should do our best to develop 
it. The husbandmen of the West were 
amply rewarded, and their young men in 
the Maritime Frovince3s go down to the 
sea in ships, cultivating that still large 
field which the Almighty has spread out 
before them. Their spirit and enterprise 
reached to every shore that that ocean 
laves. They were thankful to the Al- 
mighty for all these blessings. He referred 
to the progress of Public Works; and, 
speaking of the Intercolonial Railway, he 


- said it would not be complete until ex- 


tended to the western end of Nova Scotia, 
to Digby and Yarmouth. (Cheers and 
laughter). No doukt it was owing to 
the want of suitable travelling faci- 


lities that His Excellency had not vi 


_ able mover: 
_ Excellency that the circumstances under 
_ which they met were so auspicious. 


“sited that part of the Province when he 
was in Nova Scotia, but he hoped shortly 
to be able to offer every facility when he 
came a,second time. There would be but 
one feeling in regard to the refer. 


ence in the Address to the visit of His 


Royal Highness. ‘This was the third visit 
of a member of the Royal Family to this 
distant portion of the Queen’s Dominions, 
and a third time that a thousand welcomes 
spontaneously issued from every heart in 
the land. Long may Princes of his Royal 
House wear the crown and wield the scep- 
tre of our great Empire,and long may we re- 
main loyal, devoted and law-abiding sub- 
jects of that Crown. He had great 
pleasure in moving the Address in reply 
(cheers). 

Mr. SCRIVER in rising to second the 
Address, said he would claim the indul- 
gence of the House, which he was sure 
would be extended to him while: he en- 
deavoured to fulfil the task which he ac- 
cepted, and he would rely upon their in- 
dulgence, for the topics in the Address had 
been eloquently referred to by the honour- 
He could rejoice with His 


They 


were in striking contrast with those under 


_ which the House met last session, when 


- [Fepruary 117, 1870] 


Address. 59 
general gloom was cast over the country 
by the deficient harvest and other rever- 
ses, which tend to discourage the people. 
Though there were some adverse circum- 
stances, there was every reason to feel 
thankful for our gratifying bountiful 
harvest. It was desirable that a better 
market should be obtained for our agri- 
culturists, and he had hoped that there 
would be a renewal of the commercial 
relaiions which formerly subsisted with 
the United States, and our agriculturists 
have this market for the disposal of their 
coarse grains; but they had been disap- 
pointed. It now becomes us to assume an 
independent policy (hear, hear), and to 
build up our manufacturing interests, and. 
thus create a home market for surplus 
produce. He hoped that future legisla- | 
tion would be in that direction. They | 
would all rejoice at the prospect of a ter- | 
mination of the difficulties in the North- | 
West but though the Act for the govern- 
ment of that Territory would, he hoped, 
be a liberal Act, that portion of the Do- 
minion would continue tobe a Territory for 
some time. He trusted, however, that it 
would soon exchange that condition for 
a fuil grown State. He endorsed the 
views of the hon. mover in regard to the 
Finances, and also with regard to the de- 
sirability of an assimilation of the Curren- 
cy. He considered that the franchise could 
advantageously be extended here as in the 
Mother Country, and saw no reason why a 
large class of intelligent people.should be 
deprived of that privilege merely because 
they did not possess a certain amount of 
property. He thought that the Census 
would show progress in every part of the 
Dominion, and though Ontario might show 
a larger increase than his Province, still 
there would be satisfactory progress. He 
expressed a hope that the statistics would 
not be faulty and imperfect as others had 
been. He would not detain the House by 
alluding to the remaining clauses of the 
Address, but would simply say in reference 
to the last one, that it must be very satis- 
factory to this House to know that the re- 
sults of his Excellency’s visit to all por- 
tions of the Dominion are such as to satis- 
fy him of the general prosperity of the 
people and of their‘anxiety for the com- 
pletion of the great scheme of Confedera- 
tion. He thought that the reterence to 
His Royal Highness Prince Arthur render- 
ed it not improper to refer to the very fa- 
vourable impression which has been pro- 
duced on all minds in all parts of the Pro- 


vince by the dignity and affability 
whici he has shown in his sojourn 
among us. (Applause.) Both here 


and in a foreign country he has won 
golden opinions. The press of the United 
States, since his return from that country, _ 
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has been filled with criticisms which assure 
us that he has left among that people the 
most favourable opinions, and that his 
trip there has tended to unite and cement 
the friendly relations which it should be 
our duty to cultivate with that great and 
growing country. He trusted that his Royal 
_ Highness would bear lasting impressions of 
the enjoyment of his trip, and opinions 
that would cause him to endeavour to pro- 
duce among the nobility and statesmen of 
the Mother Country asentiment favourable 
to the Colonies and a desire to promote 
the friendly relations which should exist 
between us. With these remarks, and 
thanking the House for their attention, he 
seconded the resolution on the table. 
_(Cheers.) 


On the question of the adoption of the 
first paragraph. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he thought 
this was a fitting moment for the leader of 
the Government to explain to the House 
the circumstances connected with the 
numerous and important changes in the 
composition of the Government made since 
the prorogation of the House in June last. 
He thought this was the time that 
they had come to consider as the pro- 
per one for inviting such explandtions. 

hey were more than usually necessary 
‘on this occasion, from the  extraordi- 
nary and peculiar circumstances of the 
changes that had occurred during the 
recent parliamentary recess. No fewer 
_ than four new ministers had been sworn 
into office since they had seperated in June. 
Two ministers, holding important offices, 
_ having resigned, and two offices which had 
long been vacant having been filled up, 
these changes amounted to a reconstruc- 
tion of the Government, demanding fuller 
explanations upon the policy of the Go- 
vernment than are usually looked tor when 
one or two personal changes have been 
made inthe Administration. He would, 
as briefly as he could, indicate in 
chronological order the points on which 
he thought the House might fairly 
look for explanations, and on which 
he was quite sure the hon. gentle- 
man at the head of the Government would 
be happy to give them. First, as regards 
the late Minister of Finance, he thought it 
was due to the House that it should be 
informed of the time when the first 
intimation of his intended withdrawal 
from the Government was __ signified 
to the Government, or the head of 
it. The notification of his withdrawal 
was made in journals usually enjoy- 
ing the confidence of the Government, 
almost immediately after the close of the 
last session, but he continued to exercise 
_ the duties and powers of his office until 


Mr. Scriver. 
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Holton) presumed that he was the adviser 


62 
about the last of September. He (Hon. Mr. | 


of the Crown during that time, but by 


the rules of constitutional propriety and 
law, if Mr. Rose had really signified his 
intention to resign at an early period of 
the summer, he became at the moment of 


making such notification disqualified to _ 


advise the Crown. He had no intention of 
making an attack upon Mr. Rose. The gen- 
tlemen opposite were responsible for his 
acts and any irregularity that has occurred. 
He held the doctrine, that when any Min- 
ister announces to his colleagues an in- 
tention to resign, he becomes disqualified 


to advise the Crown for the obvious reason 
that he can no longer be responsible, and 
he therefore held the hon. gentlemen 
bound to tell the House the exact or ap- 
proximate period at which they received 
notice of Mr. Rose’s intended withdrawal. 
The next point that required explanation 
had reference to the negotiations pre- 
sumed to have taken place, he might say 
authoratively announced to have taken 
place between the Government and _ his 
honourable friend from Sherbrooke with 
respect to the occupation of the ‘office va- 
cated by Mr. Rose. It had been said that 
the present Finance Minister was the 
bearer ofa despatch to that hon. gentle. 
man inviting him to take the place vaca- 
ted, that he was in fact an ambassador 
with the duty of negotiating the conditions 
on which his hon. friend should re-enter 
the Ministry, of which he was a short time 
ago such a distinguished member. This 
point was,one on which in view of the 
former relations of the hon. member with 
the Government, in view of the position 
he filled in the public mind of thé country, 
in view of the important part he took in 
the work of Confederation, it was important 
that the House should know why these 
negotiations failed, and having failed, why 
tho hon. member for North Renfrew was 
himself invited to take the place. He (Hon. 
Mr. Holton) thought it incumbent on the 
gentlemen opposite to explain the reasons 
that impelled them to such an extraordi- 
nary course as to invite a gentleman who 
had been absent for fifteen years, who had 
no domicile in the country, who had no 
interest in the affairs of the 
country, who had no. seat in_ the 
Legislature, to become an adviser of the 
Crown and take charge of the most impor- 
tant department in the Government—a 
course which he would not claim to be 
unconstitutional, because our constitution 
is of such elasticity as to fit all occasions, 
but he believed that a sound and uniform 
constitutional practice of which that hon. 
gentleman himself was at one time one of 
the foremost champions im this country, 
required that the advisers of the Crown 
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should be chosen from the prominent 


active public men of the country. He 
spoke with all respect on account of the 


_ relations that so long existed between 


hmself and the hon.member for Renfrew, 
but insisted that the hon. gentleman was 
not in a position to enter the councils of 
the country. If after serving the Crown 
abroad he had returned to make his home 
amongst us, and had secured the confi- 
dence of a constituency, and the men at 
the head of the Government had been in 
sympathy with him, there would have 
been no objection, put to pick up a mere 
transient traveller, (hear, hear) was, he 
said, a step that could only be justified by 
the direst necessity, did such a 
necessity exist? Probably the 
hon. gentlemen. opposite would be able to 
answer.. If they found after appealing in 


- yain tothe member for Sherbrooke that 


they had no man qualified to fill this 
office ; if their supporters are willing to 


concede that not one of them was compe- 


tent to aspire to the position, then he was 
willing to admit that the exigencies of the 


- gituation were such as might justify this 


- extraordinary course. 


The other gentle- 
men who have been invited to join the 
Government having been among its sup- 
porters, particularly those who enjoyed 
seats in this House, he had nothing to say 
with regard to them; but something, he 
thought, must be said with reference to 
.the policy involved in all those changes. 
Had any change of policy been stipulated 
for by the member from Renfrew? Had 
any change been stipulated for by the 
~member for South Lanark when he joined 
the Ministry, to which he has given a gen- 
eral support, but who, last. year, on a cer- 
tain measure, gave a most determined op- 


position to the Government. He (Hon. Mr. 


Holton). had never regarded that hon. 
gentleman as a politician who would sacri- 
fice his conscientious views for the sake of 
securing a seat in the Cabinet, and he 


therefore considered that he could 
not have joined the Government 
without a very full under- 


_ standing with those whom he was about to 


join, and he had too high an opinion of him 
to think that he would abandon his own 


views for that purpose. The 
House was _ therefore driven to 
the conclusion that the policy on 


Banking and Currency must have formed 
the subject of discussion at the time the 


new members were introduced into the Gov- 


ernment, and he considered the House 
was entitled to the fullest explanations as 
to those negotiations. Another impor- 
tant point upon which he desired explana- 


~ tion was one that bore on the foundations 


ma, f 


of the Government upon party divisions. 
He referred to that involved in the ap- 
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pointment of the member for South tan- 

ark. Everyone knew that this Govern- 
ment was formed in 1867 by a coalition, in 
which Ontario was to be represented by. 
three Reformers and two Conservatives. 
That basis had been adhered to down toa 
recent period. The appointment of Mr. 
Morris who had been a life long Conserva- 
tive, had, however, reversed the order of 
things in the Government, which now con- 
sisted of three Conservatives and two Re- 
formers, one of whom who still claimed to 
be a Reformer, although report said that 
he took a different view before his consti- 
tuents. He (Hon Mr. Holton) was glad to see 
by a letter before his signature that he was 
still a Reformer. He considered that the 
House ought to know why the compact 
of 1867 had been set aside. The gentle- 
men opposite held their seats by virtue of 
that compact, which had enabled them to 
gain their present position and retain it so 
long, and every member of the House 
was entitled to know why it had been 
broken why the basis of the coalition had 
been departed from. It had been stated 
that the hon. member for North Lanark, 
who was one of the architects of the com- 
pact, was a consenting party to his abroga- 
tion. He (Hon Mr. Holton)confessed he was 
astounded when he read that statement. 
The hon. gentleman was himself present, 
and the House was entitled to the fullest 
explanation on this point. There was an- 
other point. He would be obliged if the 
Government would state the precise period 
when the member for North Lanark ten- 
dered his resignation as Minister of Pub- 
lic Works. His successor, Mr. Langevin, 
was gazetted, but that gazette does not 
even state the fact of Mr. McDougall’s 
resignation. It would be interesting to 
the House to know precisely at what period 
he ceased to be an officer of the Govern- 
ment. : 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD whose 
opening sentences were unintelligible in 
the gallery was understood to say that 
while the member for Chateauguay was 
sometimes exacting, he was on this occa- 
sion something more, but that they would 
endeavour to meet him half way and make 
such explanations as would enable the 
House to come to an understanding, and, 
perhaps, to a complete approval of their 
conduct. He would commence by object- 
ing to the statement of his honourable 
friend that there had been a change in the 
Government. It was true there had been 
a change of the personnel, but not a recon- 
struction. There were new elements but 
the Government was the same in its policy, 
and he would ask the House and the coun- 
try to support them in maintaining the 
same policy as that which they had an- 
nounced in 1867, for the introduction ot 


~The 
four gentlemen into the Cabinet did not 
affect that. But while the general policy 
was the same, they were not too proud to 
acknowledge thet they might be wiser to- 
day than they had been yesterday. The Bill 
relating to elections which with some hesi- 
tation had been introduced by him, and 
his colleagues last session, but since then 
it had been altered and amended for the 
_ consideration of the House, and other great 
measures of general interest had been also 
improved, and would be submitted. His 
hon. friend had saved him some trouble by 
placing in chronological sequence the sub- 


_ jects of which he required explanations. 


He spoke of the retirement of Mr. Rose, 
who since that period had been honoured 
with a special mark of his Sovereign's 
esteem, and he was sure that the members 
of this House were all gratified that John 
Rose, who had so lately been among them 
had been so honoured, (loud cheers). ‘The 
conduct of Mr. Rose, in the matter to 
which his hon. friend had alluded, had 
been in the highest degree honourable, 
and he must admit that his whole course 
had been creditable, and had shown the 
greatest disinterestedness. Mr. Rose after 
he had assumed the duties of the Finance 


_.. department received an offer from England 


oe lh 


i y 


the acceptance of which would have been 
ofthe highest pecuniary benefit to him- 
self. He spoke to him (Sir John) when he 
received the offer, and he (Sir John) told 
him that it would be the highest regret to 
the Government, should they lose his ser- 
vices and he himself lose a warm personal 
friend, but the offer was so large pecuni- 
_arily that if he (Sir John) were in his place 
he would not decline it. He took two 
days, no, he took only twenty-four hours 


to consider the matter, and then he said 


that in justice to him (Sir John) he must 


_ decline the offer, (applause). 


Hou. Mr. HOLTON—When did this take 
place. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—It wes 
before Parliament met the lasttime. All 


_ knew how Hon. Mr. Rose worked; his un- 


ceasing energy and perseverance during 
thatsession. After the session was over, 
having carried all his measures that he 
had introduced, sometime after, for he 
could not recollect from memory the ex- 
act date, the offer was renewed and he 
told him he had it under serious considera- 
tion. But he said also that if it would 
‘seriously embarrass the Government, and 
in any way put out, if he might use the ex- 


- pression, his colleagues, he would return 
- the same answer as before. 


His (Sir 
John’s) reply was that he should think it 
unfair and unjust to exact such a sacrifice, 
when he had an opportunity of providing 
for his family, after he had passed all 
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his measures except the one relating to 
banking; and when all that remained to 
be done was merely administrative. There 
was nothing to prevent his fairly accepting 
the offer if he thought it right to do 50, 
but he asked him still to remain a short 
time in office to carry on the work, and he 
accordingly remained during the time he 


‘was in the country. It would have been a 


serious embarrassment to the Government 
and a loss to the country had he not done 
so. Finally he made up his mind to leave 
the Government, and it was said he was 
then disqualified from advising the Crown. 
We know that that was not the case. As 
Minister when he had determined to leave 
he could carry on the work of his office, 
although he couid not initiate any new 
policy, nor give advice respecting a new 
policy for which he would not be responsi- 
ble. His position Mi, ike) like that of 
a Ministry resigning in a body which con- 
tinues to carry on the Government till 
successors are appointed. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said his idea was, that 
he was incapacitated from advising the 
Crown. Mr. Langton, for instance, could 
do a great many administrative acts, but he 
could not advise the Crown. Did Mr. Rose 
not do that? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD could | 


not say so. As a member of the Privy 
Council he took.a share in the discussion, 
but did so on no question of new policy. 
He carefully abstained from even an ex- 
pression of opinion on such subjects, as all 
who knew the honour of Mr. Rose could 
be assured of. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON was sure of that. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—As to 
the question regarding the member for 
Sherbrooke and the Minister of Finance it 
was quite true that an offer had been made 
to the member for Sherbrooke, to take the 
office of Minister of Finance, which he had 
filled so ably under different admunistra- 
tions. That offer was made by me at the 
suggestion of my honourable friend the 
Minister of Militia and Defence, and was 
renewed after by the present Minister of 
Finance, at his (Sir John’s) request. | 

Mr. MACKENZIE—In writing ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pre- 
sumed so. At the same time he must say, 
that the Minister of Finance in acting thus, 
was doing so as an inchoate minister him: 
self, and not acting as an outsider. But 
the Finance Minister agreed with him, that 
the assistance of the member for Sher 
brooke ought primarily to be sought. The 
Minister of Finance with singular self- 
denial, pressed the member for Sher- 
brooke to take the post, and offered 
himself to fill any other office. The 
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convenient to enter the Government, and. 


he deeply regretted it should have been 
so, as his acceptance would have given a 
new face to the Government by his tried 
ability as a Finance Minister, which would 
have made the Ministry exceedingly ac- 
ceptable tothe country. His hon. friend 
had expressed considerable regret that the 
proceeding, with respect to the appoint- 
ment of the Finance Minister, should have 
been unconstitutional. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—No, not uncon- 
stitutional. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Well, extraordinary and unusual. 
Mr. MACKENZIE—Against constitution- 
al practice. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
Minister of Finance had been a leading 
member of the Reform party. He regret- 
ted to be obliged to say so much in his 
presence, but his exceeding ability render- 
ed his aid sought after by all parties, and 
he became Finance Minister; and, if he 
mistook not, his hon. friend had been an 
ardent supporter of his; and when they 
met in another Chamber, not so large as 
this, perhaps they could act. together, 
when party lines were not so strongly 
drawn. He could, as leader of the Oppo- 
sition, say that the Finance Minister was 
as good a Reformer as when he left. But 
it was said he had no habitation here when 
he became Finance Minister; that he had 
left, and was nowa stranger. Had it been 
forgotten how, for years and years, he 
had fought the battles of his country? If 


~ one of this country’s sons, either by birth 
_.or adoption, has heen chosen by his Sover- 


eign as the recipient of honors, is he untit 
to return and assume a position here? 
That would be great encouragement to 


-risin g men in Canada, to be told that they 


mus be Provincials merely; that men of 
tried ability must be kept outof Parlia- 
mentand out of the Ministry. It was a 
new ostracism. Mere Provincial statesmen 
whose thoughts were large enough and 
great enough to be employed in high posi- 
tions in other parts of the Empire were too 
great, too strong, too able to come back 
here. Are Canadian statesmen, if they do 


. their part in other lands not to be alluded 


to, seek employment here andbe branded 
with audacity if they do. Was the same 
measure meted out in other parts of the 
Empire. There was Lord Elgin, he left 
England early in life, and he had scarcely 
presented himself as a young member 
when offices were bestowed upon him. 
Then he went to Canada, was in India, and 
‘was as completely away from England as 
the Finance Minister had been from 


_ Canada. But that very fact did not pre- 
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vent him from obtaining. office on his 
return. 


Hon, Mr. (OLTON—He was always 4 
member of Parliament. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Oh! 
that’s the point. True, he was a member 
of Parliament, but he could recall that 
once when a new ministry was formed, 
such was the marked ability ofone man m 
Canada, that he was sought for, because, 
perhaps, he had tried to enter Parliament: 
although through an unholy compact he 
had been rejected at the polls, yet such 
was his status that all were willing to set 
themselyes— . 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Who was that ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—He 
was a man of ability. The very man who 
asks the question, [laughter]. He must 
say for the credit of the party, that when 
the whole of the Reform party accepted the 
hon. gentleman not a word was said ac- 
ross the floor of the House that the Reform 
party was insulted, nor was Mr. Brown 
asked if he was guilty, because both par- 
ties looked on the selection asa correct 
one, because the man selected was an 
experienced man, anda great personage 
{laughter}. The hon. gentleman came in 
a second time, such being the poverty of 
the party that tnere was no one of suffi- 
cient ability then among them in Parlia.- 
ment to take the office, 


Mr. MACKENZIE—He was in Parlia. 
ment then. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said all 


he contended for was that the Government 
that selected his hon. friend showed a 
great dealof tact. Great objection was 
found to the composition of the Govern- 
ment by the introduction of four new 
members. Well, they would remember 
the composition of the Cabinet as agreed 
upon. Five members were to be from 
Ontario, four from Quebec, and the re- 
mainder from the other Provinces. There 
was no difficulty in selecting from any of 
the Provinces but Ontario, and that diffi- 
culty arose from the odd number in 
Ontario. Before the union between 
Upper and Lower Canada was dissolved, 
there had been six from the one and six 
from the other, and during the Coalition 
Government there were three reformers 
and three conservatives from each section. 
When they compared their policy, they 
found that there was really no great 
difference between them afterall, for they 
turned out to be either liberal conserva- 
tiyes, or conservative liberals. But when 
the number came to be five, it was 4 
question of who should make way. They 
could not possibly know what the feeling 
| ofthe country would be with respect to 
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questions that might arise. Each Pro- 
vince had its parties, but they were 
divided on old questions, and they were 
not know how parties would be divided 
on new questions afterwards to arise; and 
therefore, it was determined, as at previ- 
ous elections more Reformers had been 
elected than Conservatives from Ontario, 
that three Reformers should enter the 
Cabinet to two Conservatives. Subse- 
quently the elections ot 1867 took place, 
and the result was, that a larger number 
of Conservatives than Reforms were re- 
turned from Ontario. But this made no! 
alteration in the composition of the gov- 
ernment, till the death of Mr. Blair. Then, 
in consequence of the anti-union excite- 
ment, the present member for Colchester 
lost his seat, immediately sent in his re- 
signation. These two offices were not 
filled, because Mr. Blair’s office was merely 
nominal, though necessary under our 
system, and the other office was new and 
an experimental one, and the duties of 
it were done by the occupant of another 
office. Sothe Government went on till 
the present Lieut-Governor, of Ontario, 
was appointed, and vacated the office of 
Minister of Inland Revenue, that negotia- 
tions were opened by Mr, Aikins. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Was that before the 
resignation of Mr. Howland or after? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
think not. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I ask particular at- 
tention to that, as it 18a point of some con 
sequence. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
think Mr.Aikins was not spoken to till Mr 
Howland left. I am not sure about the 
date, butat all events it was after he had 
accepted the Governorship. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is a material 
point. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—He 
had some negotiations with Mr. Aikins, and 
as there was considerable difficulty in the 
way of his entering the Goverement, and 
as the Minister of Militia and the member 
for North Lanark were going to England 
' further negotiations were postponed till 
their return. On their return arrange- 
ments were entered into that the member 
for North Lanark should be Governor of 
the North-West, so soon asit should be 
united to Canada, and Mr. Aikins accepted 
office, and the Minister of Finance, who 
was in the country, was induced to enter 
the Government, and he was sure the 
country was glad that he was able to place 
his experience and ability at the disposal 
ofthe Government. He thought he had 
now gone over all points raised by his hon. 
friend. 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Would the hon. 
gentleman mention the day of Mr McDou- 
gall’s withdrawal from office as Minister of 
Public Works? © 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—On 
appointment of Mr. Langevin, on the 8thof 
December, I think, Mr. McDougall when he 
accepted the appointment took with him 
his Commission, which was to take effect 
from the time that country was annexed 
to Canada. He did not resign office as 
Minister of Public Works when he left. 
One reason for this was that he could not 
well draw a salary as Lt.-Governor before 
the country was part of Canada. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Did he draw his 
salary as Minister of Public Works while. 
engaged on different service ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes. 
He drew his salary as Minister of Public 
Works while in public service just as the 
delegates to England on the North-West 
question drew their salaries as members 
of the Government, though doing other 
service. His hon. friend could not expect 
the Minister of Public Works to go out 
to Red River at his own expense, and he 
could not legally draw a salary till he 
assumed the duties of Governor, and, 
therefore, as a matter of conscience, he 
was allowed to remain Minister of Public 
Works. But as the time of the meeting of 
Parliament was drawing nigh and it was 
necessary to have a full Cabinet to finally 
decide upon a policy, therefore Messrs. A1- 
kins and Morris were sworn in. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there were one 
or two points the hon. gentleman had not 
touched upon. One was with referenc® 
to the re-arrangement of the basis of par- 
ties in the Government, two Reformers in 
place of three as before. Another point 
was that last session Mr. Morris was op- 
posed to the Government measure> on 
Banking and Currency. Did the Govern- 
ment agree to change their policy on that 
point when Mr. Morris entered the Cabinet, 
or did he waive his objections. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD, ex- 
plained with reference to the re-arrange- 
ment of the basis of parties in the Gov- 
ernment that the result of last election had 
been the return of more Conservatives 
than Reformers, he thought it not unfair 
that this increase of Conservative repre- 
sentatives should be considered in filing 
up the Cabinet. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Are we to under- © 
stand from the hon. gentleman’s expla- 
nations that it was anagreement between 
Messrs. Howland, Macdougall and himself 
that the representation of parties in the 
Cabinet was to depend upon the result. 
of the elections. Was thatthe understand. 


2am . late 


ae ing at the time the Government was form- 
ed? . ieee 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thought 
these personal explanations should be left 
till the Address was passed, when each 
gentleman couldmake explanations as to 
“his own position. He was quite ready for 
his part to offer any explanations, but he 
thought this was not the time for personal 


_ explanations. 


_ Mr. MACKENZIE—This is not a personal 
but a political affair. 


-. Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thought 
it was a purely personal matter, and asked 
the hon. gentleman to let it stand over. 
As to Mr. Morris’s acceptance of office, 
the Government would follow the general 
policy of 1867, and Mr. Morris had done 
nothing since the Union to incapacitate 
him from becoming amember of the Goy- 
ernment. He would notsay any more at. 
present on that point, but his hon. friend 


- would learn at the proper time what the 


policy of the Government on that question 
was. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Now is the time. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—My. 
hon. friend must not be too exacting. I[ 
would put him in mind of the forbearance 
we showed him when we sat in Opposition, 
and he was on the Government benches, 
(laughter). 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) asked 
ifthe member for North Lanark did not 
resign his seat as Minister of Public 


_ Works, when he went to the North West, 


and how was the present Minister of 


_ Public Works appointed in his place? 


Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
plained that Mr. McDougall’s Commission 
was to have and to hold said office during 
the pleasure of th: Sovereign. Her Majesty 
was pleased on the 8th of December to 
exercise that pleasure. 

Mr. RYMAL—Was it Her Mayesty’s 
pleasure that Mr. McDougall should draw 
a salary after that? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. No- 
The member for North Lanark retained, 
the office of Minister of Public Works 
till the complete reconstruction of the 
Cabinet on the 8thof December. At that 
date Mr. Langevin was sworn in, and the 
salary of the member for North Lanark 
ceased, and from that time he drew no 
salary in any way. 

Mr. JONES—(Leeds and Grenville)— 
Are we to understand, then, that the Min- 
ister of Public Works was dismissed, and 
did not resign? ; 


* Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD-—I 


have nodoubt my hon. friend would like 
_ anTrish hoist like that himself. I don’t 


‘ 
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think the member for North Lanark was 
insulted by removing him from one office to 
confer upon him a higher office. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT wished to make 
a few remarks with reference to the offer 
made him to take a seat in the Cabinet. 
He explained that the Minister of Finance 
brought him a letter from the leader of 
the Government offering him aseat. He 
understood that he came in no official 
capacity, but simply in his private capacity, 
and the conversation that passed between 
them was simply as between two private 
gentlemen. He would now take occasion 
to say a few words with reference to his 
own position. He believed it was the 
duty of every member of a party, when 
called upon by the leader to takea seat 
in the Government, to accept office pro- 
vided he approves of their policy, and _ his 
private affairs admit of it. He was notin 
the latter position. He had no private 
reasons for declining. It was with the 
greatest regret that he was compelled to 
take the course he intended to take. 
But there was aduty he must not shrink 
from. Up to the present moment he had 
supported the Government on every 
measure except one, that on Banking and 
Currency. That support he gave, because 
at the commencement of Confederation 
he believed it would be, in the last degree, 
disastrous that they should be involved in 
party and political struggles. He had 
supported their measures sometimes, not 
so much because he appoved entirely of 
them, as because he looked at the con- 
sequence of an adverse vote. Notably this 
was the case in reference to negotiations 
with regard to Nova Scotia. In his judg- 
ment these negotiations had been fraught 
with greater danger and greater ditficulty 
to Confederation, though possibly he 
might have been mistaken. When he was 
offered a seat in the Cabinet he was com- 
pelled to reflect upon the course of policy 
to pursue. He had every disposition to 
assist the Government, but at the same 
time he had to consider his duty to the 
Government. He was to consider whether 
he was justifica in refusing to serve with 
these gentlemen on considerations of 
public interest and public policy. His 
first consideration was his duty to the 
country, and next to the great party to 
which he had the honour to belong. In 
endeavouring to arrive at a correct judg- 
ment upon these questions he was obliged 
to review the past policy of the Govern- 
ment. He was obliged to look back upon _ 
their acts and he had been obliged to come 
to the conclusion that Confederation had 
been retarded. Ue desired to say noth- 
ing which would give offence, but he 
would briefly review the position he held 
and which the country now held. First, 
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in the case of Nova Scotia it was a matter 
of the deepest regret that that Province 
- had not entered heartily and cordially into 
carrying out Confederation, (hear, hear). 
He did not deny that grave difficulties 
stood in the way of Confederation in that 
Province, but he believed that the course 
taken in negotiations by the Government 
was not the best to bring about that 
desirable result. He thought a fatal 
error had been made in not conducting the 
negotiations with members of the Govern- 
ment of that Province, (hear, hear). It 
was impossible to look forward to a solu- 
tion of the ‘Nova Scotia difficulty, when 
the local Government of that Province was 
opposed to Confederation. He had no doubt 
the policy which had been passed would 
be freely discussed with regard to New 
Brunswick. He could not congratulate 
- the House upon progress of Confederation. 
It was time it was carried, but from ex- 
pressions he had heard from members of 
this House he was forced to conclude that 
the Province was not satisfied. The policy 
of the Government with reference to 
the Intercolonial Railway had already 
been fully discussed and ‘he did not intend 
to say anything further than that he should 
have been glad to have seen the policy 
with reference to the construction of that 
road materialy altered. He thought a 
policy of economy should have been pur 
sued. The policy which had been adopted 
in the construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway has given us the management of 
several hundred miles of railway—an ar- 
rangement that could not be carried on as 
well under Government control as by pri- 
vate parties, and it involved responsibilities 
which it would have been better not to as- 
sume. He was convinced that the expen- 
diture upon this railway would itself form 
a serious burden upon the resources of the 
country. He regretted to observe that 
the policy which had been pursued with 
reference to Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island had borne results worse 
than barren. They had received a more 
decided negative from Newfoundland as 
regards Confederation. And this House 
stood in the awkward position of having 
legislated with regard to terms to be offer 
ed to Prince Edward Island, which terms 
had been rejected entirely. With regard 
to the North West question he was sorry to 
arrive at the sameconclusion. An avowed 
resistance had been given to attempts to in. 
corporate that Territory into the Dominion. 
Who was ‘responsible for that state of 
things he would not pretend to say until 
all the correspondence and other papers 
connected with the matter had been laid be- 
fore the House. When he looked from 
one’end to the other of the Dominion he 


must pronounce the administration of the | 


Hon. Sir A. T. Galt. | 


hon. member for Kingston a failure as 
regards the important measure entrusted 
to him, (hear, hear). He would further 
say thatif there had been one thing that 
had saved Confederation-from public dis- 
approval it was not what had been done 
by the Dominion Government but. the 
efficient management which had character- 
ized the Local Governments of Quebec and 
Ontario—eminently’ the populous and 
wealthy Province of Ontario, and these 
Provinces could be appealed to as a proof 
of the satisfactory manner in which local 
powers had been administered. The 
Speech of the Governor-General was a 
serious disappointment tohim. There was 
but one source of congratulation in that - 
Speech—it was thankfulness for the boun- 
tiful harvests, there was no hope held out ~ 
that there would be a reconciliation of 
difficulties with that Province, and there 


is nothing to make us hope that we areto 


have a more progressive policy. He did 
not desire to say anything painful to any 
person, but as a public man’s acts and 
career are public property, he hada right 
to say something respecting the placing of 
the finances of this country in the hands 
of the hon. gentleman who now occupies 
the post of Finance Minister. He con- 
sidered that a more unfortunate appoint- 
ment could not have been made, (hear, 
hear), and if nothing else had caused him 
to lose confidence in the Government this 
appointment would. The course he had 
therefore made up his mind to pursue was 
any that would lead to a change of Goy- 
ernment. He believed achange was called 
for in the interests of the country, and he 
did not believe that to do so wouid render 
it necessary to break down the great body 
to which he belonged. Those with whom he 
had acted in bringing about Confederation 
would endeavour to build up a good’ and 
stable Government; He had a perfect right 
to hold his own views, and support any right 
measure by the present Government if 
he considered the measure worthy of sup- 
port. He would be prepared to unite with 
the Opposition in endeavouring to bring 
about a change, but with regard to their 


views and policy there was no more ap-> ~ 


proximation to them on his part than there | 
was six years ago- He was sure that if 
an appeal was made to the country some 
gentlemen opposite would find themselves . 
stronger than they are now (hear, hear). In 
fact the course he intended to pursue was 
the same as that taken by the hon. 
gentleman at the head of the 
Government in 1853 and 1854 when he 
entered into a Coalition with the Clear 
Grits. He would support any measure 
that commended itself to his judgment. 
Mr. MACKENZIE maintained that the 
question at issue was not a personal one, 
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but a political question of importance. At 


the Toronto Convention Mr. McDougall 
and Mr. Howland had asserted that the ori- 


- ginal basis in forming the Government was 
three Reformers and two Conservatives 
- from Upper Canada—the Reform majority 
in that Province being conceded, and _ that 


this proportion would be maintained. It 
was useless to attempt to hide the main 
question ina side issue. If this was the 
case every thing would be made a person- 


_al matter, and all inquiry would be thus 


evaded, merely, because it would be a per- 
sonal matter. Mr. Mackenzie read from 
a printed report of a speech made by the 
member for North Lanark, in addressing 


his constituents at Almonte, with reference 


to the basis upon which the so-called lib- 
eral party entered the Government, shew- 
ing that the original agreement had not 
been carried out but that Conservatives 
had been taken in to fill vacancies caused 
by the death of Mr. Blair and the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Howland and himself to 


_Lieut-Governorships. The document sign- 
ed “Francis Hincks”’ 


asserted that the 
member for North Lanark consented to the 
change of the basis of Government in 
denial. They had aright to know if the 
member for North Lanark had consented 
to this extraordinary proposition by the 
hon, gentleman at the head of the Govern- 
ment, though he was the leader of the Con- 
servative party—first Mr. Howland, then 
Mr. McDougall, and lastly Sir F. Hincks. 
Mr. McDougall himself had worked hard 
to secure the election of Government 
candidates in the last election, and in 
everything gave way to the call to support 
The Conservatives in 
those places where they were strong enough 
carried the constituencies without any re- 
ference to Reform combination. He (Mr, 


-Mackenzie) had prophesied how it would 


end, that Conservatives would be taken into 
the Governmentin place of Reformers. The 
Government candidates received, at the 
general election, 11,000 fewer votes in 


' Ontario than the Opposition candidates, 


although they succeeded in electing a 
majority of members. The utmost exer- 
tions of Messrs. McDougall and Howland 
did not secure more than five per cent of 
the Reform votes for Ministerial candi- 
dates, but even that small number sufficed 


~ to carry the elections against the Liberals. 


He demanded from the hon. member for 


_ North Lanark full explanations respecting 


the basis of the coalition so entered, and also 
respecting the change that had been made. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had ‘heard 


from a member on the other side of the 

House, that Mr. McDougall had consented 
_ tothe entry of Mr. Morris into the Cabi- 
net. , 

_ It being six o’clock the House rose. | 
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Address. 
AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that sever- 
al points had been raised upon which he 
did not think it proper in his present po- 
sition in the House to speak. He would 
content himself at present with one point 
—the reconstruction of the Government, 
and his connection therewith. The mem- 
ber for Lambton had read a portion ofa 
speech delivered by him (Mr. McD.) tohis 
constituents at Lanark. That statement 
was before the public, and he still adhered 
to the views expressed in it. He under- 
stood that in the other House a member 
of the Government had made a statement 
on this question which referred to him 
personally. Heregretted that he had not 
had an opportunity of hearing those re- 
marks, but he had spoken to two or three 
members of that hon. House, and gathered 
from them their purport. The only point 
he wished to make before the House 
and the Country was, that from the 
time he became a member of the 
Coalition Government in 1867, down 
to the time when he supposed that 
his connection with the Government was 
ended, he had contended that the basis 
upon which the Government was formed 
should be maintained. He had gone be- 
fore the people at the last election—had 
met his old political friends, some of them 
in astate of hostility, and had put the 
case ag stated by his hon. friend, that the 
Government was a Coalition Government, 
that it was formed to carry out a great 
political measure, that he believed all the 
circumstances that called for a Coalition 
in 1864 remained in 1867, and that he con- 
sidered it his duty to remain in the Govy- 
ernment. He personally visited some fif- 
teen constituencies, and regretted that in 
supporting the Government he found 
himself frequently in opposition to his old 
friends. Party feelings he contended 
should be laid aside. The Government 
went to the country agreeing to the view 
he had put before the people. They went 
as anon-party Government, as a Govern- 
ment formed for a great political end. He 
confessed that the elections being success- 
ful—having received the support of a suffi- 
cient number of the liberal party—he was 
surprised to find in the House during the 
first session, that certain gentlemen who 
had been elected on that basis, who had ap- 
pealed to the country on the ground that 
they were ready to support a non-party 
Government, were then, when they found 
themselves ina majority, casting about 
for the reconstruction of the Government 


so as to give it a party character. He had 
contended that this was unfair and that 
it would be followed by disaster. Changes 


hofvever had taken place in the Govern- 
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ment. Mr. Blair died, and Mr. Howland 
retired from the Cabinet. The question 


of supplying these vacancies afforded an 


opportunity to raise the point asto the 


relative proportion of Reformers and Con 
_ .servatives. 


In the discussion that took 
place he thought he had stated clearly 


- enough to the Leader of the Government 


what, in his view, should be done in the 
case. It was this—that the vacant offices 
should be filled by persons of the same 
party, as those who had held them pre. 
viously. His hon. friend (Sir John] then 
stated what he very well knew, that pres- 
sure was being brought to bear on him by 
his ‘‘ Conservative” friends. It was the 
first time he (Mr. McDougall) had heard 
the word used in that sense. Affairs went 
on for some months, vntil it was found 
necessary that he should, with the Minister 
of Militia undertake a mission to England, 
in connection with theNorth-WestTerritory. 


We all felt that the vacant offices should 


then be filled. He had had some com- 


~ munication with members of the lberal 


party, especially with the gentleman now 
holding the office of Secretary of State. 
On one occasion he visted Mr. Aikins at 
his own house in the country, and receiv- 
ed from him, aftera few days, the fol- 
lowed note :— 


ticHview, July 24, 1868. 
My Drar McDoveatt, 


I regret extremely that Iam unable to 
meet your wishes and become your col- 
league intheGovernment: Iam, perhaps, 


_ too sensitive as to my consistency to have 


come to a correct conclusion in declining 
to accept the office, but can only follow 
my convictions of duty. I wish I could 
have met the wishes of my friend Mr. 
McMaster and that astute politician Dr. 
Ryerson. 

Iam not insensible to the honour done 
mein the offer made, and shall always with 
kindliest feelings associate you with it. 

Iam yours truly, 
J. C, ATKINS, 
Hon. W. McDoveatt, fi 2 

Minister of Public Works. 5 

The attemptto induce that gentleman 
to become a Member of the Government 
was abandoned, but on the very eve of 
their (McDougall and Cartier’s) departure 
for England—the very day before it was 


~ necessary to take the train—Mr. Aikins 


visited the city and had a conversation with 
him (Mr. McDougall) and the Minister of 
Justice, ana the Postmaster General. 
They had a long discussion on the subject, 


-and for the first time the claim for one or 


more seats for the Conservative ‘ party” 
was put forward in a formal manner, and 
Mr. Aikins and he agreed that it was not 


- Hon. Ar. McDougall. 
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right for the Minister of Justice to make 
this demand. The conference broke up 
without any decision, and Mr. 
went with him on the train next day as” 
far as Prescott. On the way it was 
agreed that Mr. Aikins should have an- 
other interview with the Premier, and 
insist strongly upon the position we had 
taken. An interview took place between 
Mr. Aikins and the Premier, I think at 
Toronto. andina note I received from 
the former in England, he detailed 
what passed at this interview. He[mMr. Mc- 
Dougall] believed he was perfectly justified 
in reading this note, asa statement in 
contradiction of what it contained had 
been made to the public. The note reads 
as follows :— 


Ricuvinw, Nov. ord, 1869. 


My Dear McDoveati,—As agreed upon when 
we parted, [now write you, and would have 
done so some time ago were it not that other 
engagements interfered. I saw Sir John when 
in Toronto, and was somewhat prepared as to 
wh the would propose in filling up the vacancies 
in the Cabinet, after the meeting I had with 
Campbell (when you were present), in Ottawa, 
The proposal was that I should accept either of 


Aikins © 


the two offices held by your former colleagues; | 


a Conservative to fill up the other one which it 
was important§should be done soon. The reason 
given for departing from the agreement entered 
into prior to the last elections was the few 
Liberals supporting the Government, and that 
he had been formally notified last session by 
some ofhis supporters that they would cross to 
the other side of the House if the vacancy exist- 
ing was not given to a Conservative, if filled 
up, and that Howland had not only agreed to 
such an arrangement, but suggosted it; and he 
was to get a letter from him to that effect. I 
asked him if Howland could make an arrange- 
ment of that kind without your consent, and 
that of the Liberals who were supporting the 
Government, neither of which had been ob- 
tained? Knowing that you had most em- 
phatically—when Campbell, made a similar 
statement—denied ever having agreed to any— 
thing of the kind, I asked him if it was under- 
stood that you did notin filling up the vacancies, 
cccupy the same position that Howland did on 
Brown’s retirement. The reply was: “ Yes.” 
I have heard nothing of the letter since. Iwas 
not prepared for this agreement being pleaded 
for a change, and told him at both interviews 
that I could not barter my friends, even if 
Howland did his colleague and supporters; and 
was quite sure thatyou would be much sur- 


prised when you became aware how your posi— ° 


tion in the Cabinet was looked upon. My pro~ 
posal was that another Liberal should come in; 
and nothing less could be accepted by me, 
having no desireto consummate the agree- 
ment pleaded, and assume the _ responsi- 
blity that must attach to such an act. 
compromising you and the Liberal party, as 
also myself. The interview ended, he insisting 
that what was said should go for nothing, and 
that the matter should rest as itdid when I left 
Ottawa. 

The Reformers who were favourable to the 
Coalition are disgusted and indignant that Sir 


- 


i - q f 
- 


made to play them off for the benefit of the 
Tories. If Sir John carries out his proposed 
_ plan, there will be but few Liberals in the House 
_—-who will support the Government, and he will 
_. have no sympathy from that class in the coun- 
try. Ihave given the gist of the conversation 
*  _-—s«* Thad with him, which I judge you have heard 


- from him ere this. [ told him I would write you 
_ what had been talked over. Hesaid—certainly. 
-—s« F trust Sir George and you will get the North- 
aS _ West question satisfactorily adjusted; getting 


X 

_ control of that country is our only hope. The 
parish polities of our maritime friends will not 
help us much. 


Ut Hoping soon to hear from you, and of your 
he _ safe return to your family. 

as | Iam, yours sincerely, 

tt J.C. ATKINS. 
~ Hox. Wu. McDoupatu. 

* _ On the receipt of this note, although he 
was unable to write, just rising from a sick 
fie's bed, he dictated the following letter to Sir 


r John A. Macdonald which was forwarded 
by mail, and was, he understood, received 
by that gentleman : 


Lonpon, Noy. 19th, 1868. 


My Desr Sir Jounx,—I received by the last 
mail aletter from Mr. Aikins, giving an ac- 
count of an interview and conversation with 
_--———s-you on the political situation. It appears from 
his statement that you had made up your mind 
teak to alter the basis on which the Government of 
sh 1867 was formed. You allege that some of your 
Conservative supporters insist that the Tory 


i flag shall be unfurled, anda party victory be 
_» | proclaimed to the country. I shall not argue 
ie the matter with you here further than to say 
that I consider such an attempt at this moment 
sas. a gross breach of faith with me.and all other 
|» liberal supporters of the coalition. 

Ral We went to the country at the election pro- 


' claiming in the interest of Confederation a party 
ios truce ; we pointed to the construction of the 
~~ Government composed of Liberal and Conserva- 


i 3 tive elements, as a proof that neither one party 
est nor the other was in the ascendant, but that 
-.. justice and fair play would be meeted out to the 
‘i, respective supporters of the Government, The 


elections proceeded on this basir, and were suc- 
cessful. Now, at the demand of afew Tories 
who never would have put their foot in Parlia- 
ment if they had not received the votes of liberal 
- electors, you propose to humiliate and degrade 
me by depriving me of my liberal colleagues and 
leaving me without weight or influence in the 
Cabinet. I must tell you frankly that this is a 


‘nor any liberal whose name is of any value will 
_ join the Government on suchterms. Let the old 
_ basis be continued and the Cabinet can be filled 
» ‘up in twenty-four heurs. 
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' position I will not accept. Neither Mr, Aikins. 


aie ae ae 
TO 
eoneurs in my view of the case, and justifies my 
refusal to submit to the terms you propese, 
Very faithfully yours, 
WM. McDOUGALL. 
The Hon. Sir Jouy A. Macponatp, 

| Minister of Justice, Ottawa. 

That was the only correspondence that 
took place on that point, and he thought 
it sufficiently indicated the view he held on 
the subject. It was due, he thought to the 
hon. gentlemin whose position, as a 
member of the Liberal party, is involved, 
to say, that.after returning to Canada, he 

;[Mr. McDougall] had interviews with him, 

; and discussed with him, and also with other 
Members of the Government, what was 
best to be done in the crisis, which was 
a very difficult one. He felt that it was 
especially important that the Government 
should be supported, during the then 
| session, in the interests of Confederation. 

He was of the same opinion still, and con- 
sidered it necessary even now to wait a 
little while before making a statement suchi@ijg,. 
as was made by his hon. friend opposite — 
(Sir A. T. Galt]. Atthe time ofthe meet- 
ing referred to, he had submitted that in the 
meantime there might be two Reformers 
and two Conservaties for Ontario and when 
it became necessary to fill up the fifth 
seat, that it should be filled by a Liberal, 
or if the Conservative flag was to be raised 
he, and Mr. Aikins could resign. He had 
offered that compromise, but before it was 
accepted, he had an interview with Mr. 
Aikins, who refused to enter the Cabinet 
under those circumstances. When he 
decided to go to the far West, he did not 
feel it his duty, or that he had any right 
to dictate terms or stipulate for changes 
which were to be made after his departure, 
but he went away with the conviction 
that Mr. Aikins would not enter the Gov- 
ernment, on the basis of two andtwo. On 
the subject of the arrangement made after- 
wards he did not intend then to speak, 
but as he felt that his character and 
honour, as a public man, had been assailed, 
he considered it only his duty to show that 
he would not consent, and had not con- 
sented, to any arrangement that would 
place his political friends in a false position. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
had desired, if possible, that the discussion 
| on this subject would have proceeded with- 

j out any reference to a personal matter, 
which should not be referred to on the 
floor of the House. However, as they had 
come up, let them be ended. The Goy- 
ernment of ’67 was, in fact, a continuation 
of that of the late Province, formed in ’64 
for the purpose of securing Confederation. 

It was a Coalition, formed by Mr. Brown 
on one side, and himself on the other. 
Mr. Brown left the Government before 
Confederation was obtained. It was en- 


| deavoured, in ’67, to retain, as nearly as 


possible, the old Government, and very 


eis The 


little change was made. 


They went to 
the country as a Coalition Government, 
and asked the support of all parties, to 
unite on one grand basis. ‘There was an 
appeal to the constituencies as Conserva- 
tives, and not Reformers, and _ vice 
versa. ‘They were appealed to, as Canad- 
jans, to carry out Confederation. The 
result of the elections shewed that on both 
sides old feelings of political feuds were 


jaidaside. There were many Reformers 
elected by Conservative votes. Conser- 
yatives elected by Reformers. There 


were many now in the House who will 
be quite happy to be re-elected by the 
votes of the Opposition, and the next 
election would show that the people will 
be actuated by the same motives in 1872 


as they were in 1867. Men were and will 


be elected not because they were Tories 
or Reformers. Their antecedents had 
little or nothing to do with their re-elec- 
tion. In fairness to the Conservatives he 
thought it only just that they should have 
the same consideration from the Reformers, 
that the Reformers had from him in form- 
ing the Cabinet. It would be an unstates- 
manlike proceeding by the Reform mem- 
bers to say that a man of Reform anteced- 
ents, should have such and such propor- 
tiops in the Cabinet. There was no 


/ uxrderstanding as to the future made in 


1867, and he would be able to prove it, and 
call witnesses between the hon. member 
for Lanark and himself. It would be re- 
membered that at the time Mr. Brown 


left the Administration, the member for 


Lanark was in the West Indies, and as 
they could not wait until he returned, as 


it wasa great blow, that a manin the 


position of Mr. Brown, a man who had 
taken such a commanding station, had 
withdrawn himself, he felt that Confedera- 
tion would be endangered if by any delay or 
mistake they had formed themselves into 
party lines. He appealed at once to Mr. 
Howland, and he put the case to him and 
said, now it is necessary that you should 
act. LTappealtoyou now to remain and 
assist me in this exigency. He did agree 
to remain andassist him, and the hon. 
member opposite would see that he [Sir 
John] had placed him in exactly the same 
position as that occupied by Mr. Brown 
in the Coalition Cabinet. When Mr. Blair 
retired, and the member for Colchester 
retired, there were two vacanies to fill, 
and they stood so by general consent until 
shortly before Mr. Howland became Goy- 


- ernor. The question is, whether or not this 


change of basis, as it is called, this bringing 
of Mr. Morris into the Government, was 
made with or without the consent of the 
member for North Lanark. He [Sir John] 
had gone to Mr. Howland, and stated 
that. it was necessary that there should be 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. 


+ 
‘ 4 
P MiP than 


[COMMONS] 


no misapprehension as to how the Goy- 
ernment was to be formed, that the Gov- 
erment must have the support of the House. 
He [Mr. Howland] admitted the reasonable- 
ness of his statement, and said that it was. 
necessary that the Government should 
have the same influence in the Cabinet as 
in the House. He was told that this 
would be made the subject of an attack by 
the Reform members, and Mr. Howland 
said he would endeavour to help to meet 
this attack by selecting from the Reform 
party one who would be most acceptable to 
me. 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—When did this take 
place. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Shortly before he was appointed Lieuten- 
ant Governor. He [Sir John] had a con- 
versation with him, and asked him to com- 
municate with Mr. McDougall on the sub- 
ject. He had not understood: from the 
member for North Lanark until he read 
that letter from England, that a bargain 
had been made such as he represents. 
He always understood from him that it 
would be good policy to deal with the 
Cabinet in accordance with its relations to | 
the House. That that was the case was 
proven he said by the following: 

Extract from Mr. Howland’s letter, dated 19th 

Nov., 1868. 

In reply to that part of your. letter which 
refers to the proposed arrangements for filling 
the vacancies in the Government consequent 
upon the death of Mr. Blair and my appoint- 
ment to my present position, I had several con- 
versations with yourself and Mr. McDougall be- 
fore I left Ottawa upon the subject, and it was 
understood that you should fill thé two vacan- 
cies as soon as satisfactory arrangements could 
be made for the purpose. After discussing the 
personnel and having given full consideration to 
the availability and claims of all parties, it was 
decided that it would be satisfactory if one of 
the places was filled by Mr. Morris, and the 
other by Mr. Aikins or some other Reformer of 
good standing. We considered Mr. Morris a 
gentleman possessed of high character, experi- 
ence and good attainments, and entertaining 
progressive views of politics, and having been 
the originator and medium by which the coali- 
tion of 1864 was brought into existence, we 
concluded that he would be acceptable to all 
who desired to support the present Government. 

Mr. Howland went from him to Mr. Mac- 
dougall, and came back’and told him that 
he [Mr. McDougall] had agreed that Mr. 
Aikins should be brought in as a Reformer, 
and that Mr. Morris would he the man 
most acceptable to the Reform party. Mr. 
McDougall was to see Mr. Aikins, then he 
Sir John, was to see Mr. Morris, which was 
done: When he got that letter from Mr. 
McDougall he knew that he had just reco- 
vered from an almost mortal illness, and he 
therefore did not answer it. On his return 
the matter was discussed again and again, 
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- Mr. Howland was his (Sir John’s) witness 
at the beginning and he was his witness at 
the end. rie had asked Mr. Aikins’ for a 
statement that he might make to the 
House and had received the following :— 


“Tn the fall of 1868 Mr. McDougall with the 
sanction of Sir John A. Macdonald, invited me 
to join the Administration, and I had several 

- gonversations with him, and subsequently with 
Sir John A. Macdonald, on the subject. The 
explanation on the policy of the Government 
made by both gentlemen was satisfactory to me, 
and I urged that another gentleman of Reform 


antecedents should be bronght into the Govern- | 


ment with me. This was not acceded to by Sir 
John A. Macdonald, and by agreement, the sub- 
ject stood over until the return of Sir George 


Cartier and Mr. McDougall from England. 


On Mr. MeDougall’s arrival at Ottawa I hada 
renewed conversation with him in which he 
urged me to join the Government without an- 
other Reform colleague, relating that Sir John 
found it impossible to assent to the proposition. 


Mr. McDougall, however suggested, that if 

- ITcame in at once tho other appointment from 
Ottawa, could stand over for a time, though 
when it was made, the vacant seat would be 
filled as necessity required, and the name of Mr. 
Morris was mentioned as the person likely to 
be appointed. I agreed to the course, and after 

_ Mr. MeDougall had been appointed to the North- 


_ and Morris, and which had already been Joined 
py Sir Francis Hincks as Finance, Minister, in 
whose financial ability I had confidence, being 
satisfied that the policy of the Government 
would be vigorous, liberal and calculated to pro- 
mote the best interests of the Dominion.” 


So there was no mistake on his ‘part. 
He had made the agreement with Mr. How- 
land in good faith before he left the min- 


‘istry. He (Mr. Howland) had gone to Mr. 


McDougall, and Mr. Aikins was his (Sir 
John’s) witness that Mr. McDougull agreed 

- that eventually the fifth place should be 
filled by Mr. Morris. 


Mr. BLAKE said it was very interesting 

_ to them to learn something of .the secret 
| history of the faction which took effect in 
- 1867, and of its affairs since that period. 
. The Honourable member for Lanark had 
correctly stated that portion of the trans- 
actions which occurred at the time of the 
Coalition. There had been no dispute 
as to the truth of so much of his state- 
ment He [Mr. Blake] could testify to this 
because during the elections he had visits 
- from the gentleman himself, from the Min- 
ister of Justice, and from a member of the 
Ontario Government. The Rake dis- 
tinctly was, that this was not a Conserva- 
- tive party, that it was not a Reform party, 
that it brought forward no party Coalition 
or union ; support was asked from men of 
both parties. 
opening, was that the Cabinet was to be 
_ formed of Liberals and Conservatives inact 


The principle adopted in the 
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of Justice did not then state that this prin- 
ciple was adopted merely to carry the elec- 
tions. If he had done so, some of the me- 
now here would not have been present. Hn 
{Mr Blake] maintained that whatever the 
private history of the combination mighe 
be, faith had not been kept with those 
people who voted for the Coalition at the 


‘elections of 1867. He did not believe 


that the Minister of Justice nor Mr. How- 
land had done their duty to the Refomers, 
He proclaimed his joy, that this Coalition 
is here publicly dissolved and that he had 
a right to tell those of their friends who 
were induced to vote in opposition to their 
political friends that they had not been 
kept faith with. He had pointed out to «a 
meeting in the presence of the member 
for Lanark, that the men who got in by 
saying that they were no—party men, 
would say afterwards that they were Con- 
servatives, anl such has turned out to be 
the case. He rejoiced that such had 
been the case and that a_ public 
statement had been made to that effect. 
What he dare not then openly avow, he 
draed_ privately avow the first session, and 
he [Mr. Blake] had no doubt would dare to 
avow next election. But he warned the 


to-night proclaimed that same false ery 
would be raised at the next election. The 
Minister of Justice had attempted to justi- 
fy his readjustment of the basis of parties 
in the Cabinet by saying that a large num- 
ber of Conservatives elected last election 
entitled them to additional seats in the 
Yet this result was brought 
about through the assistance of the socalled 
members of the Reform party. According 
to the doctrine of the gentleman opposite 
the more the Government succeed at 
elections by the efforts of such men as the 
member for North Lanark, the less en- 
titled were his friends to seatsin the 
Cabinet. They had heard a great deal 
of the mission of the great union party 
since it obtained the reins of power. 
What had been the comparitively recent 
changes. ‘The first acquisition was the 
member for Hants, who had claimed 18 
counties out of 19 against Confederation. 
Then they had the member for Brome, 
who was said to have made the best, 
certainly the longest speech against Con- 
federation ; and Senator Aikins, who had 
declared himself at first oppose? to carrying 
out Confederation by coalition Govern- 
ment. He could not accept the Minister 
of Finance as leader of the Reform party. 
When he left the country he did not leave 
as leader of the Reform party. With 
regard to the appointment of Mr. Morris, 
Mr. Howland had no right to recommend 
him as speaker of his party after he had ac- 
cepted the offer of office of the Governor- 


west, I joined the Cabinet with Messrs. Dunkin that the Minister of Justice had 


cordance with their strength, The Min‘ster 
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- tension or consolidation. 
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‘ship of Ontario, and he was amused that Mr. 

Howland at that time should have presu- 
med to act for any section of the Reform 
party in so important a matter as the al- 
teration of the basis of the Coalition. He 
then went on to refer to the course of the 
Government for the last three years. In 
no single particular since 1867 had Con- 
federation advanced either towards ex- 
Some opponents 
of Confederation, it was true, had been 
conciliated, but he did not believe, nor 
never had believed, that the conciliation 
of these prominent men _ had conciliated 
their country. There was more feeling of 
sullen despair than any other feeling in 
that section of the country which was said 
to have been conciliated. ; 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he thought 
more explanations should be given by the 
Premier with reference to the, appoint- 
meni of the Finance Minister. That gen- 
tleman could not be considered as one of the 
leaders of the Reformers of the present day. 
His previous antecedents were such that 
he (Mr. Cartwright) was obliged to inform 
the Premier that he had done great injury 
to himself and his party by allying himself 
with that hon. gentleman. Had the hon. 
gentleman obtained a seat in the House 
previous to. his appointment, or had he 
been recognized by any portion of a party, 
there might not have been so much im- 
propriety in his appointment. But, all 
things considered, he felt that hereafter 
he would have to take a very different 
course with reference to the Government 
trom what he had done in the past. He 
would not factiously oppose the Govern- 
ment, nor the completion of Confedera- 
tion, but would hereaiter occupy a very 
different stand towards the Government. 


Mr, FERGUSON said that it had not 
been his intention to have alluded to the 
personnel of the Cabinet in the recent 
changes which haye taken place, and es- 
pecially so at the present stage of the de- 
bate. Were it not for the unqualified 
statement made by the Hon. Minister of 
Justice, from which it might be inferred 


‘that the change of basis in the Coalition 


Government, and the substitution of a 
third Conservative member for that of a 


_ Reformer, was forced upon him, was the 


act of the Conservative party as a whole, 
he (Mr. Ferguson) would not have said a 
word about the persovnel of the Cabinet 
now. The fact was, that he (Mr. Fergu- 


-gson) as one who had always acted, to a 
greater or less extent, with that party, 


could say for himself that he never advised, 


much less urged, such a proceeding, and, 


therefore, stood entirely free from the 


- eonsequences of the change whether it 


were for good or ev 


ie 


1, believing, as he did, 


Mr. Blake. 


; <<) AIRE 
that the Premier was the best judge as to | 
|'those who should be selected to form his 
Government. Butsofar ashe was able 
to form an opinion in connection with the 
matter, there could be but very little, if. 
any, cause of complaint against the gen-~ 
tlemen who were chosen to fill up the va- 
cancies, as they were, one and all, men of 
honour and probity, and the hon. member 
for Brome, as well as the member for 
South Lanark, against whom objections had 
been made, are notorious for their strictly 
moral, if not religious, tendencies, and 
would, doubtless, be found to act justly 
towards all parties. As far as the Hon. 
the Minister of Finance, of whom so much 
had been said, was concerned, he (Mr. Fer- 
guson) felt that it was unfair and entirely 
too soon to utter such strong expressions 
ofcondemnation against him. This House, — 
sir, in reality has nothing whatever to do 
with the past of that hon. getleman’s poli- 
tical or public career in this country, and, 
therefore, a proper degree of forbearance 
should be extended to him until his finan- 
cial policy and public measures were sub- 
mitted for consideration and, ifit can be 
shown that he has made himself unworthy 
of our support, or confidence, then is the 
time to censure and condemn him, but not 
before. He (Mr. Ferguson) was sorry to 
find that, as usual the gentlemen on the 
opposition side of the House are too ready 
to find fault, even condemn, without atrial. _ 
The hon. member for West Durham, along 
with others, complains about the personnel 
| of the present Government, and declares 
that a serious injustice has been perpet- 
rated against his party because the princi- 
pies of the coalition have been departed 
from, and yet sir, in his own consistent 
style, he declares that he rejocies over it. 


Mr, BLAKE.—I do rejoice over if. ; 
Mr. FERGUSON.—The hon. gentle- 
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man reiterates the statement that he does 
rejoice over it, no doubt he does. He is 
somewhat like a great manof a remote 
period, a true patriot of another country, 
of whom it is said that he ‘fiddled’ while 
Rome was burning. Indeed it is quite 
evident that he would care even less about 
the country than he does if he could, 
without seeming to care for it, to get his 
own designs accomplished. He cared very 
little about the cost or trouble to which the 
country would be put in the event of an 
election at this moment. He cared no- 
thing about the great project of Confeder- 
ation, whether it was consummated or 
Otherwise. All he did care for was to 
destroy the present Government, not be- 
cause of the recent changes that have. 
been made in it, but because heis, ashe 
always has been, opposed toa Coalition, 
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which he might profit. 
_ guson’s ) part, although he had as little to 
fear froman election as many members of 


and his colleagues, 
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renew old _paity strifes, hoping that some- 
thing might turn up outof the ruins, by 
For his ( Mr. Fer- 


the House, he thought it would be a great 
calamity tobreak up the Cabinet at the 
present juncture of affairs, or to force an 
election upon the people unnecessarily ; 
and, as far as he was concerned, he felt it 
to be his duty to support the Coalition, as 
he had done hitherto, until he could see 
some better cause for a change than had, 


_as yet, presented itself. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
only due to the respect of the House that 


_ he should offer a few remarks after all that 


had been said. Hehad supposed that he 
would not have had anything to. say 
respecting his appointment till after the 
meeting of Parliament; but a few weeks 
ago he had read ina newspaper report a 
speech of the member for North Lenark. 
After reading that speech he felt it his duty 
to himself to take the earliest opportunity 
of communicating with the gentlemen 
whom he believed to be connected with 
the Reform party, with which it had 
always been his pride to belong since he 
entered public life, informing them of the 
circumstances under which he had takena 
seat in the Cabinet. He conceived the 
efiect of the speech of the member for 
North Lanark was to send him out of the 
Reform party. That hon. gentleman had 
declared that the Coalition was: broken up 
when he resigned. Mr. Brown had de- 
clared the same thing when he left th 
(government. 

Mr. MACK ENZIE—No. 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly 
he did. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. 
Globe always said so. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
no desire to discuss that point. He had 
sat long enough on the Ministerial benches 
to know that they must bear with good 
feeling all sorts of attacks. The member 
for West Durham was pleased to observe 


MACDONALD—The 


. that he (Sir Francis) was not the leader of 


the Reform party, and had no following 
when he left the country. He would ex- 


_ plain the exact position he stood in at 


that time. It was well known that bitter 
personal attacks had been madejpon him 

prior to the Pion 
of Parliament in 1854. Notwithstanding 
this, he went to the Reform constituency of 


South Oxford, and was elected by a large 


majority, and the present member for 
South Oxford, who was regarded asa 
staunch member of the Reform party, 
With ref- 
erence to the remarks of the member for 
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Sherbrooke, that gentleman would find 
that he occupied a very different 
position from that occupied by the 
Minister of Justice at the time to 
which he had alluded. The Minister 
of Justice at that time was one of the lead- 
ers of the Opposition. and of course glad 
to get assistance from any party, anda 
minority of the Reform party led by Brown, 
were willing to give him assistance. And 
if the member for Sherbrooke desired to 
lend his aid in attempting to place the 
Opposition in power, all that he would say 
was, that he would be takinga widely 
different course from that taken by the 
Minister of Justice on the occasion to 
which reference had been made. It was 
well known that by a combination of the 
Conservative party and a minority of the 
Reform party, the Government of that day 
was compelled toresign. It had been said, 
that when he tendered his resignation he 
recommended the Governor General to 
send for Sir Allan McNab, and the respon- 
sibility of the formation of the Coalition 
Government of that day was sought to be 
thrown upon him. Mr Wilson was at that 
time identified with the Conservative party. 
Mr. MACKENZIE said Mr. Wilson had 
announced to his constituents that for 
conscientious reasons he had given up his 
connection with the Conservative party, 
and was elected as a Liberal member. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would let that pass, but he would say 
emphatically that he (Sir Francis) never 
advised the Governor to send for Sir Allan 
McNab, nor wasit his duty-to do so, un- 
less he had been asked for his advice, and 
he was not asked. Sir A. McNab was sent 
for by Lord Elgin, and he immediately put 
himself in communication with Judge Mor- 
in, who had been his (Sir Francis’) col- 
league. Meantime he (Sir Francis) knew 
nothing of what was going on and it was 
his opinion then that Sir A. McNab could 
not form a Government, because he be- 
lieved that Sir A. McNab’s party would not 
make concessions that were necessary to 
the formation of a Government. He was 
sorry to have to go back to these matters, 
but he wished to show that a large num- 
ber of the Reform party at that time acted 
with him; that he was not only elected for 
South Oxford but for Renfrew, and when 
he selected: Renfrew as his seat, another 
gentleman was elected for South Oxford, 
who supported the Government of McNab 
and the Minister of Justice. He was 
astonished and grieved at a great deal 
he had heard to-night. The member for 
North Lanark had used most puerile argu- 
ments, and while not objecting to the po- 
licy of the Government made great com- — 
plaints as to its personnel. He was grieved 
at the sectional character of the debate; 


f 


ad Mio PRL Ue ee a eee Rate ee eh 
\ i- ad y 


Noe ae eg 
ETS (gael oe 


79 The 

not one word about the great interests of 
the Dominion, but paltry Ontario ques- 
tions whether two or three members from 
Ontario should be in the Cabinet. When 
he was invited to join the Administration 
he looked to the general compcsition of 
the Cabinet. Were the Minister of Cus- 
toms and the Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries to be ignored? Yet they were 
Liberals. The member for North Lanark 
did not complain of the policy of the 
Government, but the Government had 
been recipients of taunts and puerile and 
unstatesmanlike arguments from the 
members for Sherbrooke and West Dur- 
ham. ‘The latter gentleman had told 
them that the Government had made 
lavish proposals to Prince Edward’s Island 
and Newfoundland, and at the same time 
he blamed the Government because these 
Provinces had not accepted these propo- 


sals. What had they witnessed last ses- 
slon? When the Government’ en- 
deavoured to conciliate Nova Scotia, 


they were met by _ paltry, petty 
objections of pounds, shillings and pence, 
and now these same objectors turn round 
and find frult with the Government 
because their proposals were not liberal 
enough. Withreference to the remarks 
of the member of Sherbrooke, that he was 
opposed to the Government _be- 
cause of his dissatisfaction at his (Sir 
Francis’) managementiof finances in times 
past. He would not go into that charge 
at present, but he would say that when 
he was leader of the Government in 1854 
he had the cordial support of the member 
for Sherbrooke. The hon. member never 
complained then of his management of the 
finances, and continued to give him his 
support up to the time His Excellency 
read the Speech from the throne at the 
opening of Parliament. After the speech 
was read, he received a note from the 
member for Sherbrooke informing him 
that he felt obliged to withdraw his confi- 
dence from the Government. But he did 
not state it was in consequence of his man- 
agement of the finanees. The hon. gen- 
tleman took grounds which no one with 
any idea of statesmanship would take. 
Those grounds were simply these—that in 
the speech from the throne it had not been 
distinctly announced that clergy reserves 
would be secularized, though in the speech 
attention was called to the clergy reserves. 
It was as if any member would now declare 
hiswant of confidence in the present 
ministry, because although the speech 
from the throne referred to Banking, the 
details of the measure to be introduced 
were notexplained. Banking was referred 
to in the present speech from the throne, 
and the clergy reserves were referred to in 
the speech of that day. The hon. gentle. 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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man had cordially supported his Govern- 
ment up to that time, and then did not 
base his opposition on the financial ques- — 
tions. And now15 years afterwards, he © 
says that owing to his (Sir Francis’) former 
management of the finances, he could no 
longer support the Government. He 
thought this was scarcely a fair line to 
take. The records of the public accounts 
of the country would show that during the 
time he was Finance Minister there had 
always been a surplus, never a deficiency. 
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT complimented the Fi- 
nance Minister on the fact that fifty years 
had not deprived him of his vivacity- The 
hon. gentleman had taken objection to his 
(Sir Alexander’s) remarks, in the early part: 
of the evening, that his special ground | 
of objection was his (Sir Francis) entering. 
the Cabinet. He did not think his remarks 
would bear out that conclusion. He 
would not have the least objection to 
accept that position. He had no objec- 
tion to say that other things being equal, 
he would have refused his support to the 
Government, on the ground of the hon. gen- 
tleman entering the Cabinet. The Finance 
Minlster now stated that he (Sir Alexander) 
had accorded him support, when in office, 
but he had been mistaken. He had given 
the hon. gentleii2n no support, unless it 
was for a very short time just previous to 
the dissolution in 1854. He (Sir Alexander) 
was in opposition to the Hincks Govern- 
ment of which Lafontaine and Baldwin were 
chiefs, and was in the strongest possible — 
opposition with the present Minister of © 
Justice, and moreover opposed the most 
important part of his policy. He (Sir Alex- 
ander) gave Hincks no support in his finan- 
cial plans. 
about the Clergy Reserve and Seigniorial Te- 
nure questions, and because nothing was 
put in the speech of Lord Elgin, he had op- 
posed the Government of the day, of which 
Hincks was a member. With regard to 
the financial policy of those gentlemen 
there were some policies which required @ 
certain amount of time to develop, and 
the policy which had been installed and 
carried out by the present Finance Min- 
ister was one which time had developed 
and which time and the country had al- 
most unanimously condemned. He (Sir 
Alexander) had had experience in the fi- 
nances of this country, and the difficulties 
and labours which had devolved upon 
Finance Ministers, from the time the pre- 
sent Finance Minister left, have been 
caused by legislation he originated. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) saw 
little good in Coalitions, and said when the 
Reform element was fully represented in 
the Cabinet by Brown, Howland and Me- 
Dougall, some of the most extravagant 
acts of the Government took place. He 
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Great excitement was caused - 


having reference to the fraudulent trans- 
actions of certain Government employees, 
and respecting which the country demand- 
ed information. He also regretted that 
no reference had been made to Reci- 
procity, and spoke of the protection the 
Americans gave to their produce, which 
was admitted free to Canada, while Cana- 
dian produce had to pay heavy duties. He 
had a right to complain that the Reform 
party had seats offered them in the 


ministry, and good Conservatives, like 


himself, had a very poor. chance. 
(Laughter.) This was very demoralizing. 
He had to stand alone in advocating the 
rights of the country. The Reformers— 


following the Hon. George Brown, and 


Conservatives going like sheep after their 


-. leader (Laughter.) He hoped they would 


the Cabinet. 


deyote more time in future discussing the 
real interests of the country, and less to 
personal explanations. A great deal of per- 


‘sonal discussion had taken place but he 


could not see that the country had derived 
much benefit from the Reform element in 
Several arbitrations had 
been allowed under their rule which 
every Government had resisted. He 
instanced the Grand Trunk postal al. 
lowance, which was formerly $70,000, and 
although they had demanded an arbitra- 
tion repeatedly, it was disallowed till 
Brown came in, and the result of the 
arbitration then sanctioned was that the 
grant was increased to $167,000. There 
was the claim for extras on the Ottawa 
Buildings also submitted by the Coalition 
Government, and he could only congratu- 


- late the country on the end of the Coali- 


‘+ tion. 


_ Conservatives like himself. 


He was glad towelcome some new 
adherents to his way of thinking, and ex- 
cited some laughter by complaining that 
when the Government were hard pushed 
they went to the opposite side of the 
House and purchased the leading men in 
Opposition, instead of taken respectable 
He asked 
why there had been no ailusion to the 
state of the Public Departments, in which 
plundering had been going on for the last 
fourteen years, and for which the heads of 
the Departments should be held respon- 
sible. He complained that no reference 


_. had been made to reciprocity, for want 


. Of which the country was suftering 


, and 
said that there was intense dissatisfuction 
among the farmers of Ontario on account 
of the want of protection, which allowed 
the Americans to send their Corn and 
coarse grains to the lumberers and millers 
to the exclusion of the producers here, 
who were undersold. The question of Con- 
federation had seemed to occupy every 
mind to the exclusion of other matters, 


and he hoped that information of an im- 
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portant kind regarding the North West 
would be furnished by the Secretary of 
State for the Provinces, who had lately been 
visiting the half-breeds and who he trusted 
had effected an improvement on that 
race (laughter.) 


Mr. BOWELL said the introdustion o° 


the Finance Minister would prove the des- 
truction of the party in power. There 
was scarcely a man in Quebec or Ontario 
who had not opposed the appointment 
when it was proposed. ‘Ihe course fol- 
lowed by the Premier in bringing in such 
men, would result in his having a samller 
following than he had at the time of the 
Coalition. He could easily understand 
the position of the member for Sherbrooke, 
who had to bear the burden of the sins com- 
mitted by the present Finance Minister 
when he had formerly been in office. Not a 
man who took the stump in defence of the 
Government, of which the member for 
Sherbrooke formed a part, who did not take 
that ground in his defence and had to de- 
fend him(Sir Alexander)against the sinsand 
iniquities of the present Finance Minister, 
to which he had fallen heir. It was strange 
that when the Finance Minister took 
office, if he was a Reformer, that he could 
not get a Reformer to resign in his favour, 
but had to get a Conservative to do so in a 
Conservative county. Galt’s action in 
resigning on the Clergy Reserve question 
was quite intelligible to those who knew 
that it had been kept as a stalking horse 
for 25 years, and would never have been 
settled but for the Minister of Justice 
and his friends who grappled with the 
subject, andsettled the question equitably 
to all parties. He demanded that the char- 
ges against Messrs. Howe and Langevin 
should be explained, for if guilty of a tithe 
of what they were accused, they should be 
dismissed by their colleagues; if they sup- 
ported them, they should all be driven 
out of office. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE was about to speak 
when Mr. MACKENZIE said the minis- 
terial explanations should be separated 
from the real debate on the Address, 
which it was almost too late to discuss at 
that hour. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said he would be judg- 
ed by his acts,and fhot by the slanders 
of the last few weeks. When the papers 
came down he would be ready ro meet his 
slanderers. 

The first clauses of the Address were 
passed. On the one referring to the 
North-West being put. 

Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) expressed 
his dissatisfaction, at the position taken by 
the Government. in reference to the 
North West, and stated that on the in- 
troduction of the resolutions for an ad- 
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dress to Her Majesty for the acquisition 
of the North West in I867, the Government 
had been asked to delay the matter at 
least until the second part of the session, 


' a@period of about two months, in order 


to afford the members an opportunity of 
well considering the question which might 


“in the future involve us in great difficulties 


with the Indians, and be a source of enor- 
mous expense to the country. ‘The answer 
given was, that no time could be lost, as 
the Americans were pouring into the 
country, andas any delay on our part 
would result in the annexation of those 
Territories to the United States, who were 
only watching an occasion. Over two 
years had passed since then, and, notwith- 
standing, the dissatisfaction of the im. 


mense majority of the inhabitants and ru- | 


mors of armed interference, our neighbours 
haye not shewn the slightest idea of taking 
possession of the country. He charged 
the Government with great imprudence, 
inasmuch as while buying, not property 
but individuals, no care had been taken 
to ascertain their wishes. Until lately 
there had been a complete Government in 
the Territory, of which the Governor only 
was connected with the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, the interests of some of the members 
of the Council being in fact different from 
theirs, and if the Government here did not 


consult the people, they should at least 


have consulted the existing Government. 
Among the members of the Council were 
the Anglican and Roman Catholic Bishops 
who had always worked most harmoniously 
together for the good of the Colony, and 
whose advise would have been of the 
greatest importance. He then referred to 
a book or report written by Bishop Taché, 
who had lived over a quarter of a century 
in that Territory and travelied over 1t in 
every direction. That report, he was in- 
formed, had remained unpublished in the 
hands of the Government for over two 
years, while the House had been furnished 
with the opinions of men who had re- 
mained in the country only ashort. time 
gathered the greater part of their informa- 
tion from hearsay, and generally got up 
their reports with a particular ooject in 
view. Hereflected severely on the Govern- 
ment for hinting at the use of force, and 
asked how it would have beenr ogarded had 
the people of NovaScotia been threatened, 
that every attempt at conciliation having 
been tried, other means would be used. 
He asked for the same treatment for the 
half-breeds of whatever race, as had been 
given to Nova Scotia. 
Hon Mr. HOWE wished the remarks of 
the hon. member for Terrebonne had 
been made after we had seen the policy of 
the Government, which would be based 
upon broad liberal principles. P 


Mr. Masson. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved, boconted by « 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON, the adjournment of 
the debate. 
The House adjourned at a quarter to 


eleven. 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, February 18, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the Chair at the 


usual hour. 
After Routine Business. 


MINISTERIAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST, 
called attention to the matter which was 
before the House yesterday, namely, the 
correspondence relating to the reconstruc- — 
tion of the Cabinet, and thought it would 
be well if the Secretary of State, Mr. 
Aikins, and Mr. McMaster gave explana. 
tions on some points which were not suffi- 
elently clear. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS, in reply, said he had 
been under the impression that the expla- 
nations he gave yesterday covered the 
whole ground, and would be sufficient and 
satisfactory. It was understood that the 
correspondence between himself and Mr. 
McDougall was to be strictly private, and 
he had not contemplated its being publish- 
ed; and as there had been much private 
conversation as well between himself and 
Mr. McDougall, he considered that no one 
but themselves fully understood the cor- | 
respondence. In conservation with his — 
friends Mr. McMaster and Dr. Ryerson, he 
found that they did not adopt his view, | 
they thought his refusal to consider the — 
offer made to him ought to be on pub- 
lic grounds; this was “what those gen- | 
tlemen advised, and henee the reference — 
to them. He had thought he was correct — 
in his view at the time; but was now 
convinced that his friends were right in 
their view, and that, as a public man, he 
should have considered the question on 
its public merits. He could confidently 
assure the House that his friend Mr. Mce- 
Master, who was present, and could speak 
for himself, did not advise him to jom 
the ministry. His explanation yesterday 
was perfectly correct, and if he had inany 
way been misunderstood, it was not be- 
cause he had endeavoured to mislead the 
House. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER said he could not 
understand how his honourable friend on 
the other side could think that a man of 


reconstruction of a Government; but as_ 


his well known modesty would be con- — 
nected in any way with the formation or 
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the honourable gentleman had put certain 


- questions to him, he would not trifle with 


the House, but answer them in acandid and 
straightforward manner, (hear, hear). ‘Che 
Hon, Mr. Aikins had talked with him, he 


- did not know how often, but certainly 


more than once or twice about the over- 
tures made to him by the Hon. Mr. Mc- 
Dougall. He had invariably stated to him 


in reply, that the proposal t> join a Coali- 


tion Government was a point that must be 
determined by himself. He would not in- 
cur the responsibility of advising it; but, 
if he, Mr. Aikins, decided on accepting 
office in the Government, his doing so 
would not interfere with the private friend- 
ship between them, which had been of long 
duration, and as far as he Mr. McMaster 
was concerned, he would support him in 
all measures which were in the interests 
of the country. With regard to Coalitions 
generally, some high authorities were of 
opinion that under certain circumstances 


_ they became a necessity, but he had always 


expressed himself very guardedly with 
reference to such combinations, and would 
continue to do so, if for no other reason 
than because they were very distasteful to 


his former constituents in North - York, 


who had treated him with much 


' confidence and kindness, and who, for 


respectability and intelligence were second 
to none in the Dominion. He- trusted 
these explanations would satisfy his hon. 
friend, if not he should be happy to an- 
swerany other questions he might put 
(hear, hear). 


Hon. Mr. REESOR said it appeared to 


him that one important matter in relation 
to the correspondence was being overlook- 
ced. At the last general election the ques- 
tion before the constituencies was ‘ Coali 
tion or no Coalition,’’ and the appeal to 
the constituencies was virtually on that 
single issue. The Coalition had been sus- 
tained by the constituencies; but since 
then the compact had been broken, the con- 
stitution, or composition, of the ministry 
having been changed; and on this matter 
there was a very strong feeling through- 
out Upper Canada. He thought some 
explanations were due and should be made 


as to the nature and circumstances of those 


changes; and if that were done both the 
House and the country would feel more 
satisfied. Personally he was satisfied that 
the Secretary of State had no intention of 
misleading the House; but he considered 
it advisable for the Minister to make some 
explanations as to the basis upon which 
the Cabinet had been reconstructed, and 


also as to the policy which should be pur- 


sued. 
Hon. Mr AIKINS said that before he join- 


_. ed the ministry he had satisfied himself that 
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the policy of the Government would be 
liberal. He did not think it was his duty 
so much to enquire whether one or two or 
five of his old political friends would be in 
the Cabinet, as he felt satisfied that the 
policy of the Government would meet the 
wants of the country (hear, hear). 

After some remarks of a personal nature 
from several members 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON, referring to the pub- 
lished correspondence, thought it was quite 
clear that Mr. McMaster had never at any 
time tendered his advice, and he thought 
that should be sufficient. (Hear, hear). 

In answer to a question from Hon: Mr. 
SKEAD, 


Hon. Mr. REESOR said that he had not 
been invited to join the ministry; but the 
question had been put to him in this form, 
‘would you be available tojoin the ministry 
if called upon;’’ and to that he had re- 
plied that he should not be, unless the 
policy of the Government was acceptable 
to the majority of the Reformers of Upper 
Canada. 

In answer to another honourabie gentle- 
man; . 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that no over- 
tures had been made to any other mem- 
ber of the House on behalf of the Go- 
vernment to his knowledge. 

The matter was then allowed to drop, 
and the House, at twenty minutes to four, 
was adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
OTTAWA, February, 18th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


THE ADDRESS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE resumed the debate 
on the Address. He said it would be his 
duty to revert not only to the state of 
public affairs generally, but to the position 
and character of the Administration. They 
were informed in His Excellency’s speech 
that the state of affairs in all parts of the 
Dominion was prosperous, and a sense of 
security prevailed in every quarter. He 
believed that the prosperity of the country 
was ina greateror less degree aflected 
by the character of the Administration 
of the day, and it was impossible to dis- 
cuss public affairs wlthout revertiug to the 
position occupied by the men at the head 
of public affairs. In doing so he would 
refer not only to what the Government 
has done wrong, but what the Government 
had failed to do. One hon. gentleman, 


occupying a high position in the Cabinet, 
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in his recent circular, had announced the 
existence of a very dangerous state of so- 
ciety in this country, a statement entirely 
at variance with the statements put into 
_ His Excellency’s speeeh: He alluded to the 


extraordinary statement made by the Fi- | and, 
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Reform party. He might now go further 
and congratulate himself upon having dis- 
organized the Conservative party also. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) was opposed to Coalitions 
for the ordinary administration of affairs 
personally, had not at first 


nance Minister in his circular, that the | approved of the Coalition of 1864—though 
lives and property of the people were | he finally yielded his views to the great 
threatened by an organized body of law-| majority of the Reform party, but that 


less men from the United States, and 
that in various parts of the country men 
were—some avowedly, some secretly, 
agitating for annexation. He believed 


Co ilition was to accomplish the constitu- 
tional changes agreed on and then cease. 
The Minister of Finance, in his famous 
circular, justifies his course in joining 


that statement to be a calumny upon the|the Government, by stating that Mr. 


country—a statement utterly without 
foundation. Attempts that were made 
some three or four years ago against the 
peace of this country, when matters were 


Brown entered the Coalition of 1864. Bnt, 
as Mr. Howland himself admitted at the 
Toronto Convention, that Coalition was for 
a specific purpose and a limited time. When 


at the worst were not so bad as to necessi- ' that purpose was accomplished by passing 


tate an entire change in the policy of 
the Administration, which the Muni- 
ster of Finance states was now necessary. 
Then with regard to the statement that 
parties were openly or secretly working 
for annexation, that was also a calumny 
upon the country—a statement utterly in- 
defensible by any proof existing. Any man 
of public position in the country ought 
to be very careful abont making state- 
ments of that kind; and when a Minis- 
ter of the Crown thinks it fit to make such 
an assertion, the Government were bound 
to put into His Excellency’s Speech some 
facts which would justify such an extraor- 
dinary statement. He had been in public 
life for the last twenty years, and 
knew the feelings of the people 
in Ontario now, at least better than the 
Minister of Finance, and there was 
no such feeling existing as could justify 
such a statement. He never knew the 
time when there was such entire absence 
ofany thing like political discontent exist- 
ing among the masses of the people of this 
country (cheers from the ministerial 
benches). He understood what the hon- 
ourable gentlemen’s cheers meant. They 
meant to convey the idea that though this 
was the case with the masses there were 
individuals actuated by different feelings. 
That was not the case, and he challenged 
proof of it. They had heard during the 
debate extraordinary statements with re- 
gard to the state of affairs in the ministerial 
camp; statements of opposite  char- 
acter were made by different 
members of the ministry, and in fact he 
_ would be justified in characterizing them 

as a great Conservative leader once charac. 
terized Sir Robert Peel’s Administration,as 
‘fan organized hypocrisy,’ though per- 
haps in view of recent statements it would 
be more appropriate to call them a dis- 
organized hypocrisy. During the last 
election the leader of the Government 
had boasted that he had disorganized the 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


an Act of Confederation, the agreement on 
which Coalition was based expired. Accor- 
ding to that agreement whenever the Act 
of Confederation was passed, parties should 
resume their normal position and a party 
Government be formed. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER.—That was an 
arrangement with regard to Ontario, but 
there was no such arrangement with re- 
gard to Quebec. 


Mr. MACKENZIE admitted that was the 
case. The hon. gentleman claimed that the 
party in Lower Canada, opposed to the Go- 
vernment at that time were also opposed 
to the Confederation scheme. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER.—I would not 
have coalesced with them. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he _ would 
not weary the House by adverting 
again to some of the points raised 
last night. The present Government had 
succeeded at the elections in securing @ 
very large majority of supporters in the 
House. A portion of these supporters had 
since fallen away, and the result of the 
late elections had been somewhat different 
to that of 1867, while the Government kad 
been strengthened by the addition of 
several other gentlemen. One of these 
gentlemen who was now a Minister of the 
Crown, deserved particular reference. The 
House had heard from the Hon. Secretary of 
State of two altars spoken of in olden 
times, one at which Cain worshipped and 
one at which Abel paid his devotions: He 
would like exceedingly to know from that 
honourable gentleman why he had chosen 
to change his devotional exercises from 
Abel’s altar to that of Cain. It would he 
desirable to know if he thought he could 
worship with more ease at Cain’s altar 
than at that of righteous Abel. He (Mr. 
Mackenzie) did not consider that it 
was a good or sufficient reason for a Minis- 
ter of the Crown to otter, that it was the 


‘custom of the country in which he had 
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_ Dr. Ryerson, in 1868. 
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now found a residence and a home, to 


_ change principles as often as it was found 
_ convenient. 


It should be his duty to make 
the custom more conformable to personal 
honour and public morality. He had 
been much astonished when he read the 


_ letter,of Mr. Aikins, in which he stated 
his inability to conform to the wishes of 


Mr. McMaster, and that astute politician 
If Mr. McMaster 
had held a seat in this House, he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) would not have said anything 
on the subject. He had had no communi- 
cation directly or indirectly with him on 
the subject, but from what he knew of 
his character public and private, he ven- 
tured to state his belief that that state- 
ment was incorrect. Ifcorrect, it entirely 
changed his views, with reference to him 
(Mr. McMaster). With reference to Dr. 
Ryerson’s action in trying to get a new 
member into the ministry, he had nothing 
to say. He (Dr. Ryerson) might be an astute 
politician, but he certainly was not a poli- 
tician of discretion, but one who had done 
great.injury by his constant interference 
in our public affairs. He would refer to 
another circumstance which he considered 
required some explanation. From the 
time Mr. Blair died, somewhere about the 
time the House adjourned at its first session 
till June 1868, some six months, nothing 
had been heard of any attempt to fill up 
the vacancy. The member for Lanark, as 
well as the Minister of Justice, had failed 
to give them any information on that im- 
portant topic. The date of the letter read 


last night was June, 1868. Theelection to 


fill the vacancy caused by the appointment 
of Mr. Howland to the Lieutenant Gover- 


-norship of Ontario took place immediately 


afterwards. Mr. Aikins was there appa- 
rently as a member of the Opposition. He 
told him there that he was as strongly op- 
posed to the present Government as he 
(Mr.Mackenzie) could be, but that he consid- 
ered thatit would not be good policy on 
the part of ourselves, or the member for 
West York, for him to come out as an op- 
ponent of the Government, because he 
thought he knew enough of the constitu- 
ency to convince him that he would be 
defeated on that ticket. Hishon. friend, 
however, did not take that advice, but 
made the election a direct contest against 
the Government, and the result showed 
that he was correct in so doing. Mr. 
Aikins appeared at West York as if in 
opposition to the Government, at the same 
time that he had been in communication 
with them in respect toentering the minis- 


_ try. Another point to which he wished to 
refer, was respecting the present Lieuten- 


ant Governor of Ontario. He had said last 
night that if that gentleman’s name was 
to be cited here, and letters read from him 
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after he had left office, the mere fact of 
his occupying the position of Governor 
would not shield him from the criticisms 
which his conduct invited. He[Mr. McKen. 
zie]had been told by individuals who preten- 
ded to know, that at the date Mr. Howland 
joined the ministry in 1867, he had the 
promise of the Governorship from the gen- 
tleman opposite. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
there was not a word of truth in the state- 
ment. . 

Mr. MACKENZIE said his hon. friend 
must know that such a report was in cir- 
culation, and he had stated it in order 
to give him an opportunity of denying it. 
It was known that early inJune he had the 
offer, and if the hon. gentleman would con- 
sent to tell when the offer was made it 
might save some further remark. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that when, the Government was formed 
in July, 1867, there was not the slightest 
intention or promise of giving Mr. Howland 
the Governorship. On the contrary, he 
might say, that his opinion had been that 
it would be a judicious arrangement that a 
Governor should be sent who wasnot a 
resident in the Province, and that opinion 
was held by many friends, but there was 
not the slighest allusion or arrangement, 
or suggestion, that Mr. Howland should 
be made Governor. At the first time that 
conversation was had on the subject, the sug- 
gestion came from himself [Sir John], and 
from none of his friends. Mr. Howland 
was notin good health, and was scarcely able 
to fiil his seat in the House. The anxiety 
of office was operating unfavourably on his 
constitution. He [Sir John]said to him, 
to remain till the end of the session, and if 
at that time his health still continued bad, 
that it would be only right for him on re- 
signing to look for a seat in the Senate, if 
his inclination led in that direction, or for 
the Lieutenant Governorship of Ontario. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was glad, for the sake 
of the hon. gentleman, and for the sake 
of the Lieutenant Governor of Ontario, as 
well as for the honour of the House,and the 
public service, that this had not been made 
a matter of bargain; but in his opinion 4& 
casual remark of that kind, that he might 
look forward toaseat in the Senate, or 
the Lieutenant Governorship of Ontario, 
was about as direct an offer as could have 
been made of the high office. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
this conversation took place after Mr. 
Howland had accepted office. 

Mr. MACKENZIE maintained that the 
intrigues which changed the basis of the 
construction of the Government were 
among the most dishonourable acts of 


oF The 
which a pubhs man could be guilty. It 
wasa matter for which the people of 
Ontario would not thank him, and for 
_ which he would have at some future day 
to answer. So much for the construction 
of the ministry, and for the formation 
of the Government as it now stands. 


There had been matters which for want of | 


time had escaped their attention in the 
early part of this discussion. At the elec- 
tions in 1867, the reason given for the 
formation of the Government upon the 
original basis, was that a Government so 
constituted would be better able to ac- 
ecomplish the great purpose for which 
constitutional changes had been made. 
We were told that such a Government 
and only such a Government could carry 
forward the work of Confederation to 
its legitirnate conclusion. We were told 
it was essential, that all parties should 
join together in order to secure the 
harmonious working of the “new machine,”’ 
as it was called. Well, what was the 
result? We found at oneend chronic dis- 
content, and at the other end open rebel- 
lion. He found all the Provinces that 
were out of the Dominion then, out of 
the Dominion still. He found the Goy- 
ernment, though they had the most pow- 
erful support of any Government in this 
country since 1849, had utterly failed in 
accomplishing what they had undertaken 
todo. They now charged the Opposition 
with seeking to obstruct them in this 
great work. The Hon. Finance Minister 
had made this most unscrupulous and un- 
justifiable statement. In his extraordinary 
letter he spoke of the pernicious con- 
sequences which resulted from an un- 
scrupulous opposition to the Government, 
Ifthe hon. gentleman had been here he 
would have heard his collegue, the first 
Minister, complimenting the Opposition 
upon the fact, that they had not shown 
factious opposition to the Government; 
and he complimented the Opposition that 
they had aided the Government in advanc- 
ing the great work they had undertaken. 
He, himself, and many of his Reform 
friends, had separated themselves from their 
friends, in order to give the Government 
such support j in accomplishing Confedera- 
tion as he deemed necessary at the 
moment, and now a comparative stranger 
casts upon him this accusation. This he 
considered unjustifiable arrogance. They 
had now before them the results of this 
famous combination. It was no secret 
that, in the elections thoroughout the 
west, his name was placarded as a dis- 
unionist, and his party as a disunion party. 
He was called a disunicnist, an annexa- 
tionist, a disloyal person, although he had 
given the Government an earnest support, 
almost at the expense of his political con- 
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stobaneys for two years, in order to accom- 
plish the Confederation of the Provinces. 
His opponents even went so faras to 
characterize him even as a friend of the 
Honourable Secretary of State [laughter]. 
His name was cited all over the West as 
“Howe, the rebel;’’ ‘Howe, the an- 
nexationist,’’? ani Brown, Mackenzie, and 
MckKeller, and the others, were allies of 
| this dingerous man, and now he (Mr. Mac- 

| kenzie] found this dangerous man sitting 
‘‘cheek by jowl,’’ with the leader of the 
Government. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said that it was to 
remove the danger, and that the cry was 
raised against him by the Globe news- 
paper in Upper Canada. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the first 
thing required of a man when he changed 
from the Liberal side of the Government 
side was, to abuse the Globe newspaper, 
[laughter]. It was satisfactory to find so 
old a member, so willing to come into the 
traces of the first Minister of the Crown, 
and abuse the Globe. Itwas awell known 
fact that thirty-two or thirty three Liberal 
members had been brought to the House, 
and, in defiance of this gross accusation, 
he could say that they had not given 
factious opposition, but had at all times 
preferred to meet the Government in an 
open, manly way. He would now ask the 
reason why the Union cause had not in the 
slightest degree advanced. It was simply 
because this combination, this coalition. 
was formed, not to advance the Union 
cause, but to advance a political party to 
a, position which they might occupy, we 
were told for years to come by the 
influence of the expenditure for the 
construction of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way. He would venture to say that 
if the Liberal party had been in 
power from that time to the present, there 
would have been at this moment a com- 
pleted Confederation of all the Provinces 
of British North America. But after this 
Parliament had provided the most liberal 
terms for Newfoundland and _ Prince 
Edward Island they had been rejected, 
and other Provinces would not join the 
Confederation; and he held that it was 
because the Government of Canada was 
distrusted, that the people of the East and 
West, and North and South declined to 
have any political association with them 
(hear, hear). He would now proceed to 
discuss the measures which the Govern- 
ment saw tit to take, in order apparently. 
to secure the results they promised 
long ago. He recollected that during the 
elections he had been told that if the 
Government secured amajority in Perlia- 
ment there could not be a doubt the 
union of the Provinces—union with the 
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_ taken place (hear, hear). 
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 Martime j eto would bea certainty, 
and union with N ewfoundland and Prince 
_ Edward Island would be a matter not of 
years or months, but of weeks. He had 
moved for correspondence that he expect- 
ed would show the state of advancement 


of this union, but to his extreme surprise | 


he was told that no correspondence had 
Referring to the 
negotiations for admitting Newfoundland 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) contended that the 


Government Ws taken entirely 
wrong ground | offering to as- 
sume _ control of. the public lands 


of that island. These public lands were 


claimed by the Anti-Confederates at the 


late election to beof immense value, 
and the mineral lands to be perhaps 
the most valuable upon this Continent, and 
that the Canadian Government would get 
the entire benefit of these riches. He 
maintained that the Federal Government 
should have nothing todo with these 
lands, and this was the view of the 
people of Newfoundland. With regard 
to the accession of the North West, he did 
not intend to enter upon a discussion of a 
personal nature, but he had heard reports 
respecting language said to have been used 
by the Hon. Secretary of State, which he 
must characterize as unwise in the extreme, 
and unworthy of his position as the delegate 


Of Canada to that country. These report- 


ed expressions were only in entire accord- 
~ ance with his (Mr. Howe’s)utterances in this 
House, where he had said thatthe single 


State of Minnesota could turn out more 


men in a week than the whole Dominion 
of Canada, to take and keep possession of 
this Country. The indulgence of such ex- 
pressions and sentiments was not part of 
- wisdom or statesmanship, or prudence, 
especially on the part of a minister of the 
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- known something of the condition of. the 
country, and of the feelings of the people, 
but he had taken no opportunity of giving 
any information to Mr. McDougall. He 

had not endeavoured to intercept Mr. Mc- 
Dougall, to give him information, but had 
allowed him to go on to Pembina, where 
he played such a wretched and humilia- 
ting part. He had seen recently the in- 
structions which had been given to Mr. Mc- 
Dougall, but they were without date, and 
he would like to know when they were de- 
livered to him. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
_ Mr. McDougall had seen a copy of the per- 
liminary instructions on the 28th of Sept., 
before he left Ottawa, and they had been 
_ forwarded to Mr. McDougall at Torouto, 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked Mr, McDougall 
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when he received the preliminary instruc- 
tions. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said he had seen 
the instructions on the 28th of Sept., at 
Ottawa, and a copy had reached him at 
Toronto two days afterwards. 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought Mr McDou- 
gall seriously to blame for not proceeding 
at once to discharge the object of his mis- 
sion (laughter). He should at least 
have endeavoured to get there befora the 
breaking out of the insurraction. He 
blamed Government for not carrying out 
the agreement with the Imperial Govern- 
ment and the Hudson’s Bay Company, and 
maintained that this conduct gave en- 
couragement to the adventurers in the 
Red River Territory, who had misled the 
people, and who desired to profit by some 
new arrangements. He had now alluded 
to the grave faults committed by the 
Government sin relation to the union 
of the Provinces. He had now toconsider 
whether there was anything connected 
with the ordinary administration of affairs 
to make up for the great loss and evils 
suffered by the country from their conduct 
in the great matters of State. On the 
contrary, all the Departments of State 
were ina state of disor ganization, only 
inferior to that of the Government’ itself. 
In the Finance Department such was the 
utter disorganization that not the slightest 
dependence could be placed on any re- 
turns from it. Last session he had ob- 
tained accounts which had to be sent back 
three times to be corrected, and when 
they were finally returned, they were not 
then correct.. The accounts, if not inten- 
tionally falsified, were utterly incorrect, 
balances were forced, and although ina 
statement produced by the late Finance 
Minister, of the interest on the public debt, 
there was afterwards discovered an error of 
from two to three hundred thonsand dol- 
lars, yet all the balances had been correct 
in the books. There appeared to be no 
proper system of book-keeping. the deben- 
ture ledger had not been posted for years, 
so that it was impossible to obtain an ac- 
count of the bebenture debt. He made 
this statement from what he knew and 
from the revelations lately made in con- 
sequence of defalcations. It was a state 
of affairs which no commercial house could 
stand, and which would bring any firm to 
ruinin a month. Another great source 
of loss was the management of the Inter- 
colonial Railway. Not content with having 
thirteen ministers in the Cabinet, they 
had appointed four outside ministers as 
Railway Commissioners, and these appear- 
ed to actin entire hostility to the advice 
and again-t the reports of their head en- 
gineer, aman who had been. appointed 
for his great experience, and in spite of 
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all the complaints of the great delay 
caused, they continued a system which is 
certain to insure enormous expenditure, 
far in excess ofall calculation, He would 


gay nothing of the selection of the route, 


which was hostile to the best interests of 
the country and opposed by nine-tenths of 
the people. That had been settled and 
must be submitted to, but it surely was 
the duty of the Government to see 
that they did not increase the calamities 
which were expected from its initiation. 
Before the close of last session they had 
been semi-officially informed that, des- 
patches had been received on the subject 
of the use of the Intercolonial Railway 
money ina way entirely contrary to that 
for which it had been obtained; and they 
had also been informed that the Govern- 
ment had been severely reprimanded. 
Subsequently it was rumoured that the 
Governor General had been instructed 
not to allow any more warrants to 
issue for the money except for those 
purposes for which it was _ obtained. 
The opposition expressed a strong con- 


-demnation of the course that had been 


followed, and just as the House was about 
to rise they learned that their sentiments 
had been participated in by the Imperial 
Government. Turning to the Banking 
policy, the head of the Government said 
that changes had been made in the elec- 
tion law, but that the other measures 
would contain the same general principles 
as those on which they were first intro- 
duced. He felt assured that no modifi- 
cation in the Banking Act would satisfy the 
Province of which he was a representative. 
Such modifications might be introduced 
into the law brought in last session as 
might satisfy the bankers, but which cer- 
tainly would not satisfy the country. He 
could not believe that the member for 
South Lanark could support such a 
measure. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS was understood to 
say that Mr. MACKENZIE was arguing 
against a measure of which he knew noth- 
ing. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said they were bound 
to believe the Government measure was 
the same, and Mr. Rose said, last session, 
that the Bill would be introduced this 
session, in the same shape as the resolu- 
tions; and that, after proper reflection, he 
he had no doubt the good sense of the 
people would approve of it. He could 
not believe that the hon. member for 
South Lanark could countenance any of 
the provisions of the Act. If he did, he 
would be forced to withdraw from him any 
little confidence he might have had in him 
(a laugh). It had been maintained, by 
the Ministry, that the Militia Law had been 
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productive of the greatest success in the © 


country. He knew something of the 
feeling of the Militia Officers in the country, 
and not one of them was satisfied. Even 
in the city of Montreal, the constituency 
of the Minister of Militia himself, on a 
recent inspection, in five regiments that 
were mustered, there were not more than 
198 men; one battalion had only 30 men, 
and the whole together would not make 
an ordinary battalion. The Militia law, if 
successful, was only so because the people 
of Ontario were determined to maintain 
it. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—And 
elsewhere, you'll see, by and by. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—They might as well 
ascribe the prosperity of the country to the 
Government now in power. But with the 
characteristics of the people it was impos- 
sible to prevent their progress by the acts 
of even that bad Government. The peo- 
ple were so used to self government that 
they would submit to a great deal. If 
they were like some people in South 
America, there would be a revolution 
every week, and one party leader set up 
only to be overturned by another, for 
their interests had been entirely neglected 
since the accession of the present Gov- 
ernment to power. In the 69th resolu-. 
tion of the Quebec Conference they were 
bound to proceed with important works 
for the improvement of internal naviga- 
tion. Butnot the first step had been 
taken, not a report had been made, nor 
an engineer employed. Instead of that, 
in the speech of the gentleman who moved 
the Address, there was what was called a 
national policy advocated, in other words 
a policy of retaliation. Instead of attem- 
pting to bring the trade down the great 
stream which was its natural outlet, not 
a word of such improvement had been in- 
serted in the speech put in the mouth of 
the Governor General. Iftheir Western 
supporters were pleased with their con- 
duct, sobe it, but he must lift up his 
voice against every interest being neg- 
lected and sacrificed to wretched squabbles 
about the personal composition of the Goy- 
ernment, which was a disgrace to any coun- 
try. He wouldnow pay his respects to 
the head of the Finance Department. He 
had chosen to read a lecture to the Re- 


formers in the West, and in his most ex- 


traordinary letter he tells them that they 
would have no reason to complain if all 
the offices had been filled up by Conser- 
vatives. Ifthat was a specimen of his 
political morality he pitied the country 


whose Government should be in his hands. | 


tp 


Reformers and two Conservatives, and 
ge) Me 


If ever there had been a compact made 
it was that there should be _ three 
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yet the pier of Finance tells the Reform- 


- sink 


might bring discredit on the 


The 


ers who 


upported the Government at the 
elections that they should be satisfied if 
all the seats were filled by Conservatives. 
He commended to the press and to the 
country the consideration of the conduct 
of the man, the so-called Reformer, who 
deserted and betrayed his party twenty 
years ago. They were told that if 
they (Reformers) are friends of British 
connexion and Confederation they should 
all minor differences and sup- 
port the Government which was now 
in power. The position assumed was 
that, if the men in power were the only 
men to be found who supported union it 
would be his duty to support them; but 
the hon. gentleman cooly took for granted 
that all but the heaven born ministry were 
opposed to British connection, were 
annexationists and Fenians as_ he 
says in his letter. He claimed that 
the whole scheme of Confederation 
owed its support to the Liberals, in fact 
it had been inaugurated and carried on by 
them. Yet here is a man who after twenty 


years absence returns to this country like 


Belzoni’s mummy to teach the people 
what they should do (laughter). The 
honourable gentleman also told them that 
the polisy of the Government in regard to 
Red River had been approved by the 
Imperial Government. It was the policy 
of the Imperial Government to approve, as 
far as possible, of the conduct of the Col- 
onial Governments. He recollected one 
case in which the Governor of one of the 
British Colonies was called to ac- 
count. for the dismissal of one of the 
judges of the Colony. The matter was 
taken up by the British press, and the 
Governor’s conduct severely censured. 
The Government, however, sustained the 
action of the Governor, but after doing so 


he was politely informed that he had better 


leave (laughter). It would be bad policy 
for the Imperial Government to do other- 
wise, as it would weaken the hands of their 
servants abroad. They were always 
sustained, if by any possibility it 
could be done, because a different course 
system. 
“In closing, he would refer to the statement 
made by the Minister of Finance with 


regard to public accounts. The honourable 


gentleman had stated that he could not 
say when the public accounts would be 


- ready to be brought down, giving as his 


reasons for delay that there were different 
systems of accounts in the Lower Provinces, 
and he had to wait for information neces- 
sary to make up the accounts. | The same 
excuse was made at the first and second 
Session, and there was some force in it 
then, but not so now. [If officials in Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick were so unable 
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to understand accounts as not to be able to 
comprehend the Dominion system in three 
years, it was time some change was made. 
It was utterly mdefensible that the Minis 
ter of Finance, after eight months from the 
time the accounts were closed, could not 
place the accounts before them. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he could 
not name the day when he could lay the. 
accounts on the table. But he might say — 
that the public accounts had been in the 
hands of the printer since December. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON— All of them? 

’ Hon. Sir F, HINCKS—They are going on 
as rapidly as possible. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was glad to 
hear that all public accounts were in the 
hands of the printer, and would of course 
exonerate the Finance Minister, but the 
printer ought to have been looked after 
more sharply. He did not expect the 
Finance Minister to name the day when 
the accounts would be ready, but this he 
should be able to say, that in the course 
of a week or two weeks, they would be 
brought down. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the accounts 
would be brought down at an early day, and 
he would remind the honourable gentleman 
that this session was held considerably 
earlier than last, yet in all probability the 
accounts would be ready fully two months 
earlier than last year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said this was the 
proper time for the meeting of Parliament, 
and the Government should be ready. 
He had given his personal views of the 
conduct of the Administration and the state 
of public affairs. In conclusion, he 
would say that all he had anticipated, 
when this Government took office, had 
been fully realized. He had anticipated 
that the Government, constructed as 
this was, being obliged to give its whole 
attention to internal dissensions, would 
not properly administer public affairs ; and 
the events of the last three years proved 
he was right. They had proved an utter 
failure. For his part, he would hold him- 
self absolved from all blame, no matter 
what might happen. Last session he had 
taken a course which now turned out 
to be the wisest and only one consistent . 
with that system of public polity which 
prevailed in Gréat Britain and all her con- 
stitutionally governed colonies. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he was 
sure that the friends of the Government 
must have listened with great satisfaction 
to the speech just delivered by the leader 
of the opposition; because able and exhaus- 
tive as it undoubtedly was, it was singularly 
deficient in facts to sustain the strong 
terms of .obloquy, which the honourable 
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member applied to the administration. He 
entirely concurred in the statement just 
made that the country owed the great 
measure of Confederation to the Reform 
party of Ontario, without whose co-oper- 
ation, it certainly could not have been 
carried. Nothing had ever 
greater honour upon the leading public men 
of both the great parties, who had so long 
and so fiercely struggled with each other, 
than the fact that in the presence of a 
great necessity, they had forgotten what 
was due to party, in‘order that they might 
accomplish an important measure indis- 
pensable to the progress, prosperity and 
security of their common country. If there 
was any foundation for the statement of 
the honourable member for Lambton, as to 
the present critical condition of our coun- 
try, he must see that the same necessity ex- 
isted for the patriotic combination of those 
who in the first place sacrificed party con- 
siderations for the accomplishment of the 
Confederation of British North America 
He was persuaded, notwithstanding the 
remarks of the hon. gentleman who had 
just spoken, that the great Reform party 
who had sacrificed so much at the shrine 
of patriotism since the inception of the 
measure, would not recede from the posi- 
tion they had assumed when they declared 
in the face of the people that they would 
forget for a time the duty they owed to 
«party, and combine with those with whom 
throughout their political career, they had 
been placed in a position of the strongest 
antagonism. It was only necessary to 
listen to the remarks of the hon. gentle- 
man to see that the “reasons which im- 
pelled the heads of the great parties in 
this country to combine and forget their 
previous hostility towards each other, still 
existed to impel them to preserve the 
same unflinching attitude which they 
believed the best interests of the people 
demanded. Did the hon. gentleman wish 
the people to believe that this question 
was settled, when he told the House in 
such forcible terms that the Province of 
Nova Scotia was still disaffected, and that 
the Northwest Territory was in the midst 
of an insurrection ? Was the hon. gentle- 
man, under such circumstances, prepared 
_ tolight the torch of party discord, and 
‘return to the state of things that existed 
before the formation of that political com- 
bination which had already achieved so 
’ much for the country at large? The 
House would not forget how, in the strug- 
gles for party ascendancy, denomination 
had been arrayed against denomination, 
nationality against nationality, section 
against section, until the credit of Canada 
was dragged down to the lowest ebb, and 
the credit of New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia also imperilled and, indeed, materi- 
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ally affected by the same causes: 
gretted that the Hon. Mr. Brown, to 
whom honour would be ever Accorded 
for the part he took in the incepti 
Coalition which had brought abolyt such 
great results, should have thought proper, 
at the most critical period of our political 
history, to withdraw his support a\nd co- 
operation from a Government, fi}amed 
upon principles so elevated and so ¢:ssen- 
tial to the best interests of the cow ntry. 
From the very first hour they came | into 
power, they had steadily kept in view| the 
patriotic object which they had pled) ged 
themselves to accomplish. He } 

listened with the deepest attention to {he 
criticism of gentlemen who had be\en 
former supporters of the Government }as 
well as of those who were their persiste 
opponents. They had pronounced thd, 


efforts of the Coalition to advance thd. 


great measure of Confederation entirely\ 


ineffective. He defied those honourable gen-\_ 
tlemen to show in what respects there had \_ 
He would like them to | 


been a failure. 
point to the pages of history and show 
where as much had been done in as short 
a time in the case of any similiar measure 
of national importance. That measure had 
consolidated four millions of people who 
had been previously separated in differ- 
ent Provinces, embracing a territory of 
nearly four hundred thousand square 
miles exclusive of the Northwest. The 
political systems of the Provinces had been 
changed and brought under ‘one govern- 
ment, without a single blow being 


struck. Instead of resulting in 
failure the combination of parties 
had led to the . most magnificent 


success. In the Province of Nova Scotia 
a great change had been effected in a re- 
markably short time ; it was only necessary 
to compare its present condition with that 
which it occupied when he first stood up 
to address that House, to see what the wise 
policy of the Administration had ac- 
complished. A calm and impartial review 
of the present situation of the Confedera- 
tion, from one end to the other, would at 
once show that a great revolution had been 
effected peacefully and_ successfully, 
through the statesmanlike efforts of the 
men who had combined with the most 
patriotic aims in view. As respects the 
Northwest difficulty, he entertained the 
most sanguine expectations that it would 
be speedily arranged most, satisfactorily. 
This opinion was based on information he 
had derived from the visit he had been 
able to pay that country, only a few weeks 
previously. He had the pleasure of pass- 
ing some days within the territory itself, 
and some weeks in a section of country 


characterized by similar natural features 


and resources ; and he must say that his 
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opinion of the capabilities of the country 
had been considerably elevated.. He had 
listened, with great pain, to the remarks 
that had fallen fromthe honourable member 
from Terrebonne. The position that that 


- honourable gentleman had assumed, with 


respect to that delicate question, was 
untenable, and calculated to sacrifice the 
best interests of the Dominion. That ter- 
ritory afforded a field of immigration that 
could not be found in any other part of 
British America. At an early day the 
House would have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that, by the annexation of the North- 
west, they had not only strengthened the 
position of the British North American 
Confederation, but opened up a country to 
energy and enterprise wich would bring 
incalculable wealth to the Dominion. 
The remarks of the honourable member for 
Terrebonne were calculated to paralyze 
the efforts of the government to settle the 
question in a manner most conducive to. 
the public interests. Was he prepared to 
thwart the progress of negotiations, that 
were being conducted with a fair prospect 
of success, by declaring that under no cir- 
cumstances the use of force would be justi- 
fiable? When every effort for conciliation 
had failed, then the authority of the Crown 
must be vindicated. Such observations as 
the hon. gentleman had made were calcu- 
lated to engender mischief, while the true 
spirit of statesmanship was shown in the 
Address, to which reference had been 
made, and that was, that the government 
would exhaust everything in the power of 
man in order to obtain a peaceful and satis- 
factory solution of the difficulty. He was 
proud to be able to say after having had 
an introduction to Mr. Riel in-council at 
Fort Garry, and discussed in the frankest 
manner possible the whole question with 
some of his principal advisers, that he be- 
lieved the negotiations now in progress 
would end in the peaceful acquisition of 
the Territory, upon terms alike satisfactory 
to the insurgents, and advantageous to the 
Dominion. He did not hesitate to admit 
that his sympathies were largely excited, 
upon looking at the question from the 
same point of view as the insurgents, and 
when he found how greviously they had 
been misled, and how ill advised they had 


been. He had no doubt whatever that 


when they found that the spirit of the free 
Canadian Parliament would not permit 
anything like injustice to govern in any 
part of the Dominion, they would readily 
agree to a satisfactory solution of the whole 
difficulty. Was it then right for the hon. 
member for Lambton, when interests of 


such vital importance were trembling in the | 
balance,to throw down the gauntlet ofparty 


discord, and sacrifice the great interests of 
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the country to the mere question of “ who, 
shall administer. public affairs.” 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether the 
party which the honourable gentleman re- 
presented was not the one which had been 
strengthened. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not understand 
the honourable member. Conservative as 
he had been he could point to his past 
history to prove that during his whole poli- 
tical career there was not a single measure 
calculated to increase the power of the 
people, orto ensure the purity of elections 
and the fullest expression of public senti- 
ment, which he had not assisted in placing 
on the statute book of Nova Scotia, (cheers), 
Did the honourable member then mean to 
say he (Dr. T.) was not a member of the 
Liberal party? He could put his own 
record against that of the most sincere and 
ardent Liberal in the House. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was willing to take 
the honourable gentleman on his own 
ground. The Government existed as a 
combination of parties confessedly with the 
approval,of the honourable member for 
Cumberland. Now the Premier had him- 


self lit the fire of discord by having altered 


the compact, and made one element 
stronger than he should. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Had not a valid rea- 
son been given for the course pursued ? 
Now he had heard a good deal about the 
story of parties, and especially about the 
appointment of the Hon. Finance Minister. 
He confessed he would have preferred to 
have seen some other gentleman appoint- 
ed to the position; the sympathy of the 
House was naturally with -those who had 
been engaged, side by side, in conducting 
public affairs for years. But he would wish 
to see the prominent Reformer on the op- 
posite side who would have been willing to 
accept that portfolio, (hear, hear from the 
Opposition). If the honourable member 
for Lambton would modify his views a 
little, he would be quite able to accept the 
position. He was prepared to pay his 
tribute of justice to the honourable mem- 
ber for having, again and again 
risen superior to the demands of the party, 
and come to the rescue of the Govern- 
ment on questions which his judgment 
told him he should support. Under ex- 
isting circumstances the Premier was 
obliged to fall back on the assistance of a 
gentleman who throughout his political 
life had been identifiedwith the Reformers of 
Upper Canada (hear, hear from Opposition). 
The honourable member for Lambton 
undoubtedly held patriotic views on the 
question of Confederation, but whilst. that 
was the case with respect to him- 
self, he was surrounded by those who 
were in antagonism to that great measure. 
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It might be said that the Minister of Agri. 
culture and Immigration had formerly 
opposed the scheme with great ability, 
but he as wellas others had modified or 
changed their views when they found they 
could not continue to advocate them with 
reference to the public interests or their 
own reputation as statesmen. Was Con 
federation to be considered a failure when 
it could be shown that its ablest opponents 
in the country had seen the error of their 
ways (hear).and combined to promote it? 
It was worthy of notice that whilst the 
former opponents of union came to this 
side of the House so soon as they decided 
to uphold our constitution, those whose 
views were antagonistic to our system of 
Government, immediately joined the ranks 
of the Opposition. He could not under- 
stand the position taken by the honourable 
member for Sherbrooke. It would have 
been equally reasonable for him (Dr. Tup- 
per) to have gone into Opposition, be- 
cause Mr. Howe, who had long been a 
political opponent, had been taken into 
the Government,(cheers). Was it to be 
supposed that after fourteen years of po- 
litical antagonism, the honourable Secre- 
tary of State was to him the most accepta- 
ble person for minister; but he had felt 
that he must sacrifice any personal or 
party feeling he might have had 
and give his cordial assent to the intro- 
duction of that honourable gentleman into 
the Government. When Mr. Howe had 
found that all his efforts to thwart Union 
were useless, and the only result of continu- 
ed agitation would be to injure his native 
country, he recognized the necessity of 
receding from his position of uncomprom- 
ising hostility, and declared his determi- 
nation to carry forward the great work 
which had been undertaken. Under these 
circumstances, he (Dr. T.) felt bound to 
sustain the honourable gentleman and the 
Government of which he was a member. 
Certainly he could not appreciate the 
course of the honourable member for Sher- 
brooke with respect to the Finance Minis- 
ter. The honourable member for Lambton 
was certainly right when he laid down the 
principle that the arrangements with 
regard toa Cabinet were entitled to the 
fullest examination; and indeed it might 
be even urged that the conduct of gentle- 
men called upon to give their services to 
the Crown was open to the candid criti- 
cism of members of the. House. He could 
not understand the position of an honour- 
able gentleman like the member for Sher- 
brooke, who had professed to be an ardent 
friend of Confederation, and yet at this 
stage came forward and attempted to 
retard its progress simply because he did 
not approve of a certain appointment, be- 
fore the gentleman in question had an op- 
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portunity of coming before Parliament 
and proving his capacity. The reasons of 
the honourable member for his present 
attitude, the more carefully they were 
considered, would be found based on 
fallacious premisesand leading to most in- 
It was certainly amusing 
to compare his line of argument 
with that of the honourable member. for 
Lambton; the one declared that the 
scheme of Confederation was now or- 
ganized; the other, that it was all disor- 
ganized. The hon. member for Sherbrooke 
had taken a step calculated to embarrass 
his colleagues, and place them in a most 
unfortunate position, when, on the eve of 
the first meeting of this Parliament he left 
them without a budget, assigning private 
and personalreasons. Now the hon. mem- 
ber said that it was not personal or private 
reasons which induced him to go into 
opposition, but a difference in matters of 
public policy. He (Dr. Tupper) admitted 
that any hon. member had a perfect right, 
in vindication of his own honour as a public 
man, to refuse to support any Government 
ona question of great public importance, 
when he sincerely differed from them. But 
he denied that any hon. member had a 
right to give his hearty support to a mea- 
sure, and place it on the statute book, and 
then come forward and state that, as the 
reason for receding from his support of a 
Government. Now, if the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke believed that it was injudi- 
cious to entrust the power given by the 
Intercolonial Railway Act to the Govern- 
ment, how was it that he had never ex- 
pressed his opinions before? The hon. 
gentleman owed it to the House and coun- 
try honestly to explain his views, and press 
what he considered to be the best policy ; 
but was it becoming for a man who had 
voted for a measure to come forward at 
the last moment and assign it as the 
motive for endeavouring to break down a 
Government which was engaged in carry- 
ingforward the greatest public measure 
which had ever been before this House and 
country. The hon. gentleman had also 
expressed his dissent from the policy of the 
Government respecting Newfoundland. 
Was it to be expected that the gen- 
tleman opposite who had found fault with 
the Government for having offered too 
liberal _concessions to the island would 
turn round now and say that the Ad- 
ministration had not gone far enough? 
Was the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
to blame the Government for carry- 
ing out the policy of the Imperial Act 
to which he had been a party? Was he 
now prepared to assail a policy on which he 
had given his late friends a hearty support? 


The House would remember that in the © 


only case in which the hon. gentleman 
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had come into antagonism last session with 
the government, he had been successful, 
for in the face of the Opposition which he 
and others onthe government side offered 
to the banking measure, it was abandoned ; 
and now there was every reason to believe 
a modified plan would be offered for the 
acceptance of Parliament. He was glad 
the honourable member for Sherbrooke had 
gone to the opposite side of the House, and 
he had no hesitation in explaining the rea- 
son. No one had a more exalted opinion 
of the honourable member’s talents than he 
had himself—no one recognized more 
thoroughly his great experience and elo- 
quence; but nevertheless he believed that 
the time had come when the fact of the 
honourable gentleman having crossed the 
floor, would be a source of strength to the 
government, -and of weakness to any op- 
position with whom he might ally himself. 
The honourable member has said that he was 
going over to those who differed from him 
_—with whom he had no sympathy—simply 
because he was ready to join anybody and 
~ everybody who would combine with him to 
strike down the government. He, (Dr.T.,) 
tor one, with all his opinion of the honour- 
able member’s ability must be forgiven if 
he refused to follow a man who was en- 
gaged but one moment in supporting the 
government, and at the next “istant was 
found calling upon his friends and oppon- 
enis to assist him in breaking it down, ‘at 
the same time offering no reasons but acts 
to which he had himself been a party. The 
honourable gentleman must not expect to 
place others in an equally false position 
with himself, for he would find himself un- 
-able to induce men of judgment and con- 
sistency to follow him, when he had openly 
declared his desire to wreck the ship 
which he had before piloted, upon any 
shore without reference to the character 
of the wreckers into whose hands it might 
fall. But there was a still greater reason 
why he was glad that the honourable gen- 
tleman had gone over to the other side, 
and that was because the honourable mem- 
ber had done that which evinced his 
desire to strike down the constitution of 
the country. Themoment the honourable 
member was regarded in this country as 
the Apostle of Independence, he could not 
consistently remain with those who are 
the firm supporters. of the system of Con- 
federation—who believe that that system 
will build up a great British American 
nationality, and at the same time _per- 
petuate the ties that now bind us to the 
Parent State (enthusiastic cheers). The 
sooner, therefore, the hon. member left 
the Goyernm.nt side the better; he would 
tell the heneurable member for Lambton 
why it was tha marty with which he was 
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party.”’ Whenever a man wished to under- 
mine the constitution he took his place on 
the opposite side; whenever he found his 
position untenable and wished to preserve 
the constitution intact he crossed to the 
Government benches and assisted in build- 
ing up a great nationality on this side of 
the Atlantic. He rejoiced that the day 
had now passed when any one could taunt 
the Government for having among their 
supporters aman who was unfriendly to 
Confederation, and was engaged in drag- 
ging it down in order that he might sub- 
stitute a weak and spurious independence 
in its stead. There was another question - 
on which he held very strong opinions, and 
to which he called the attention of the 
honourable member for Lambton as wellas 
the House. He would ask the honourable 
gentleman whether he considered it ad- 
vantageous to the best interests of the 
country that the Dominion of Canada 
should long remain in its present humili- 
ating attitude with regard to its trade 
relations with the United States. He had 
always felt, he should say at the outset, 
that the most peaceable and friendly rela- 
tions should exist between the Dominion 


and the United States, and with that 
object in view he _ had _ favoured 
the reciprocal interchange of the 


natural productions of both countries. 
He was not prepared to go as far as the 
hon. member for Hochelaga, who was 
ready to advocate reciprocity in manufac- 
tured as wellas raw products, but he could 
not endorse the policy that now obtained. 
It was well known that the treaty which 


formerly existed between British America 


and the United States had operated in a 
satisfactory manner for both countries. It 
was well known, however, that the balance 
of trade was uniformly in favor of the Uni- 
ted States, but nevertheless the Congress 
of that country repealed the treaty. When 
that occurred he,(Dr. Tupper) as the leader 
of the Government of Nova Scotia, main- 
tained the necessity of our meeting them 
on their own ground. The Imperial Govy- 
ernment desired and the Government of 
Canada conceded that instead of meet- 
ing the Americans with a retaliatory mea- 
sure as the best means of obtaming 4 
renewal of the treaty, we should act ina 
conciliatory spirit. All our efforts, how- 
eyer, to induce them to change their po- 
licy had failed, and they still adhere to 
their restrictive commercial system. Was 
the hon. member for Lambton or any one 
else on the opposite side prepared to con- 
tinue a policy which had been all on one 
side, after the experience of the past four 
years, and the recent statement of the 
President to Congress, that the govern- 
ment of the United States were opposed 
+9 padlprocal trade, ‘because if Was 
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solely in the interest of .the ..British 
producer? Were those hon. gentlemen 


prepared to sacrifice the best interests of the 
country, in order to assist ~ the 
Americans in carrying out. what they 
admitted was not .a commercial but 
a political policy. Whilst the Provinces 
had been suffering from  the~ restric- 
tive policy of the Americans—whilst 
we had surrendered for _ literally 
nothing, our magnificent fishing 
grounds, so valuable when considered . in 
connection with our shipping interests, 
our commerce, and the training for sailors, 
we had been allowing our neighbours to 
send in their products free, or. “at a nom- 
inal duty, and giving them reason to 
suppose that’ we could not, or dare. not, 
act in a different spirit towards them. 
Was that a policy to be supported by any 
free man in British America? Should we al- 
low the best interests of the country to be 
sacrificed or uphold a bold national policy 
(cheers) which would promote the best 
interests of all classes and fillour treasury ? 
Whilst Canadian agriculturists had their 
products shut out by the prohibitory tariff 
of the Republic, Canada had admitted, 

free, during the past year six or seven 
millions of dollars worth of grain and bread- 
stuffs from that. Republic. Take the article 
of coal for instance, and it would be well if 
the House fully considered the importance 
of that great branch of industry. Whilst 
the United States policy had been to 
meet the coal producers of Canada 
with a duty which virtually shut out Cana- 
dian coal from the American market, we 
had bought from them nearly a million dol- 

lars worth of coal more than we had 
sent to the States on which we did not 
receive acent of duty. We had, during 
the past year, admitted between six and 
seven millions of dollars worth of agricul- 
tural products, and . nearly ten millions of 
free goods of other descriptions from the 
United States, whose people in return told 
us that neither the products of our mines 

our forests, our fields, or our seas, should 
cross their borders without paying ‘tribute. 
If we could not have free trade, the time 
had certainly come for having at least. a 
reciprocity of tariffs. Wasthere an intelli- 
gent man in the country who did not 
know that our declaration of such a policy 
would give us a Reciprocity Treaty ina 
year? Whoever read the discussions of 
Congress would see that all we had to do 
was to assume a manly attitude on that 
great question in order to obtain free trade 
with the United States. But suppose they 
resented that retaliatory policy, the re- 
sult would be hardly less satisfactory than 
a Reciprocity Treaty. It would increase the 
trade between the Provinces, stimulate 
intercourse between the different sections 
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_of our people, and promote the prosperity 
‘of the whole Dominion. 


: Such a question 
should be fully considered, for it affected 
the most important interests of the coun- 


try, _ and properly dealt with, 
would diffuse wealth and prosper. 
ity throughout the Dominion. In 


comparison with it all such personal 
and party issues as had beenraised by gen- 


tlemen onthe opposite benches,sunk into. 
most utter insigniticance. 


Some reference 
‘had been made to the question of banking, 
on which he held very strong views. He 
had no hesitation in saying that he had felt 
it his duty at the last session, when the 


quesion came up for consideration, to © 


state his intention of giving the measure 
then ‘propounded his most determined, 
opposition. He felt that he would have 
been fully warranted in taking such a course 
but. that. measure had” been with- 
drawn, and he hoped that the able 
and experienced Minister of Finance 
would meet the great interests involved 
by a measure which would maintain the 
leading object. of the Government by giving 
greater security to note holders without any 
radical change in the banking system now 
in operation. It was not only due to the 
Minister of Finance but also to the best 
interests of the country, that the House 
should wait until the policy of the Govern- 
ment on so important a question was 


| brought down and fully explained. If 


the Finance Minister succeeded in deal- 
ing with this great question ina manner 
satisfactory to the great commercial inter- 
ests Involved, he would obtain “as he 
deserved the support of the House and 
the thanks of the country. After a calm 
and dispassionate review of the course pur- 
sued by the Government, he believed that 
a large majority of the House would agree 


with him in the opinion that the time had | 


not arrived when power could be entrust- 

ed in the hands of the gentlemen oppo- 

site, without seriously retarding the great 
work of consolidating and extending the 
Confederation of British North America 
from Newfoundland to Vancouver’s Island, 

and imperiling the best interests of all 
classes of our people. (Loud cheering.) 


ion. Mr. HUNTINGTON then reviewed 
the speech of the member for Cumberland. 
That hon. gentleman had no doubt good 
cause for congratulation. He had boasted 
that Nova Scotia had been conciliated, but 
though a few gentlemen had been conciliat- 
ed, was there any more faith in the 
Dominion among the people of Nova 
Scotia ? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the people of 
Nova Scotia had as oftenas the oppar- 
tunity offered, by large majorities en- 
dorsed the action of gentlemen who had 
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joined the government, and more volun- 
teers had offered themselves for enrol- 
ment than the Act required. 

-Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON went on to refer 
to the Northwest difficulties, and con- 
demned the government’s policy on that 
question. It was the same policy, the 
same want of foresight, that they had fol- 
lowed in reference to Newfoundland and 
Prince Edward’s Island. There might be 
glory in future for Confederation, but the 


_ government deserved no credit—they were 


but carrying out the inevitable Imperial 

policy. The hon. member for Cumberland 

should be the last man to ask them to give 

the government perpetual support, while 

they were fulfilling a never ending task. 
AFTER RECESS. 

Hon. J. S- MACDONALD said that 
the citizens of Ottawa, having made prep- 
arations for an entertainment to His Royal 
Highness Prince Arthur, and having in- 
vited this House, in a body, to be present, 
it was a question whether it was fitting 


_ that they should disregard the occasion 


that had been offered them of joining the 
citizens of Ottawa in doing honor to Her 
Majesty's son. The debate that had com- 
menced would not, he thought, last long, 
and might be adjourned, to allow the 
members an opportunity of availing them- 
selves of the hospitable entertainment 
offered by the citizens. It was for the 
House to say whether it should adjourn. 
He merely threw out the hint. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought that if there 
was any general disposition to prolong the 
debate, to alate hour, it would be better 
to adjourn ; but, from the present indica- 
tions, he thought there was a reasonable 


prospect of concluding the debate 
at such an hour as _ would’ en- 
able those intending to _ partake 


of the hospitality todo so. This being the 
last day of the week it appeared to him 
desirable that they should get through 
with the debate. . 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite 
agreed with what had fallen fromthe mem- 
ber for Cornwall.Ofcourse it was not for the 
Government to take action in a case like 
this, but he was aware that many of the 
members on both sides were desirous of 
joining with the citizens in doing honour 
to Prince Arthur. Many felt it their duty 
to do so and had great difficulty in decid- 


ing which was their prior duty—to go to 


their ball or to attend to their parliamen- 
tary duties. He thought the debate would 
not close until too late as there were seve- 
ral desirous of following the member for 
Lambton who had spoken with great ability 
andatsome length. Under the circum- 
stances he would second the motion of the 
honourablé member for Cornwall. 
The House then adjourncd till Monday. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, February 21, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine proceedings, 
THE COASTING TRADE. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill—an Act respecting the 
Coasting Trade of Canada. The mover ex- 
plained that the Bill before the House had 
been introduced in consequence of a cer- 
tain policy, and certain legislation inaugu- 
rated by the British Parliament, within 
the last few years. By former British 
legislation, he explained, the onus of 
making regulations for the coasting trade 
of the : various colonies, rested with the 
Imperial Parliament, and these regulations 
had generally been of a restrictive and 
protective nature ; but with the inaugu- 
ration ofia free trade policy, there had 


been more liberality in regard to naviga- 


tion; and last year an Act had been 
passed by the Imperial Parliament which 


‘would throw open the coasting trade of 


all British possessions to foreign vessels, 
unless the several Colonial Legislatures 
should, within two years after the passing 
of the Act, make their own regulations. 
The Imperial Act authorized the Colonial 
Parliaments to legislate in the matter. 
This Government was anxious to approach 
the matter in the most liberal spirit, and 
to concede to foreign countries the utmost 
degree of privilege consistent with the in- 
terests of the country. They, the Gov- 
ernment, were desirous to reciprocate 
with other countries in the exchange of 
privileges, and the Bill) had been framed 
with that view. He thought the provi- 
sions of the Bill were such as to commend 
it to the House. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT generally approved 
of the scope of the Bill, but thought it 
important to withhold all privileges to 
foreigners, the conceding of which would 
be detrimental to our own shipping in- 
terests. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill,—an Act respecting Dis- 
tressed Mariners. The Bill he explained 
was chiefly intended to remove doubts re- 
specting certain provisions in an Act passed 
in the year 1868, and to remove inequalities 
which had been complained of by certain 
classes of mariners. It is obvious that the 
mariners of our inland waters, in Upper 
Canada notably, were not a class which 
would throw distressed seamen on the 
bounty of the country, and the vessels of 
such, going to the Port of Quebec, should, 
he thought, be free from the tax which 


was leyied in that part for the support of 
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distressed seamen. ‘The Bill would relieve 
such mariners, and place all inland vessels 


on an equal footing, with regard to the 
support of distressed seamen, 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY approved, gener- 
cally of the provisions of the Bill, seeing 
that the object was simply to remove 
doubts from the statute, and place inland 
vessels on an equal and satisfactory foot- 
ing. 

After some further remarks from the 
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL the Bill was reada 
second time. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, February 21, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


A petition was presented from certain 
citizens of Hamilton, asking for the aboli- 
tion of duty on refined salt. 


THE ADDRESS. ‘ 


Hon. Mr. HOWE resumed the debate on 
the Address. He said it was due to the 
House and to himself that he should offer 
some explanations in his own defence. He 
begged honourable gentlemen opposite to 
acquit him of any desire to withold these 
explanations for a single hour after the 
proper time for making them. It would 
be in the memory of the House that 
during the short session of 1867 he 
delivered a speech on the Northwest 
question. He believed that the duty of the 
opening up of that country for settlement, 
should have been assumed by the Imperial 
Government, that it should have been 
erected into, a Crown colony, and that 
Canada which would benefit by its trade 
should not pay a single dollar for the 
Territory. After that session he went to 
England, and remained there till the 
close of the next session. When he 
returned he found that Parliament had 
decided upon the purchase of the Terri- 
tory, and when he went into the Govern- 
ment last spring, the policy on that ques- 
tion was settled for the future, and there 
was nothing to be done except to carry it 
out. He could appeal to his colleagues 
whether from the day he entered the Gov- 
ernment, if they had not his sincere and 
hearty co-operation in carrying out the 
policy previously fixed upon. On the pre- 
sent occasion he would confine himself 
entirely to the personal explanations in re- 
ply to charges affecting himself, leaving 
everything which related to the policy of 
the Government after the insurrection broke 
out toa subsequent debate. About mid- 
summer it was his intention to pay a visit 
to his own Province, but about that time 
he was requested by the Premier'ta accept 


Hon. Mr. Howe, | 


(COMMONS || 


Address. 112 


the office of Secretary for the Provinces, 
includng correspondence with the North- 
west. He at once made up his mind to 
postpone his visit to Nova Scotia and go to 
Red River and examine for himself the 
nature of the country with which he would 
have considerable correspondence. It had 
been reported that a conspiracy had been 
hatched against McDougall in the interests 
of Lower Canada, and by some of the gen- 
tlemen representing it. Hebelieved there 
was not a word of truth in this report. 
The proposal was made to him in Mr. 
McDougall’s presence, when no French 
member of the Cabinet was in Ottawa. 
Before he started for Red River he put 
himself in communication with Mr. Me- 
Dougall. It had been reportéd that he 
himself was ambitious to become Governor 
of the Northwest. He considered he was 
twenty years too old for that office, and 
would not have accepted it if it had been 
offered to him ; and McDougall knew that 
was his deliberate opinion before he 
accepted office. Well, he went with 
McDougall to Thunder Bay, and then 
left him, and went on to St. 
Paul. He made arrangements to join a 
party, at St. Paul, of Canadians who were 
going up to Red River under Mr. Sand- 
ford. The party had not arrived at the 
time he did, and so he embraced the 
opportunity to examine the capabilities of 
the railroads and approaches to the North- 
West on that side of the State of Min- 
nesota. About the 10th of September 
he- started from St. Cloud, which is 60 
miles beyond St. Paul’s—the end of rail- 
way communication—a jumping off station 
for Red River. The summer floods had 
so soaked the prairies that although they 
had stout Canadian horses, they were 


twenty-two days on the journey. That was — 


not the place to discuss the scenery, climate 
or resources of the country, although 
they would see the necessity of referring 
to these at the outset of the connection 
with the Northwest, and he desired for a 
single moment to refer to the opportuni- 
ties he had had for investigation. He had 
with him six Canadian gentlemen who had 
been—some of them—there before; who 
were all keen observers, so that wherever 
anything of importance to notice occurred 
he had the benefit of their advice and 
council. His attention was called by them 
to anything worthy of observation on the 
prairies. They were all equally interested 
with himself in Canada. It has been said 
‘Oh, Howe stirred up the insurrection 
and raised the trouble in the Northwest, 
and was the cause of haying McDougall 
barred out.’”’ An explanation was very 
simple. When they reached Fort 
Abercombie, a distance of 315 miles from 


Fort Garry, he heard thera the rumora and 
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reports that Governor McDougall would 


not be allowed to enter the country. These 
were common in the bar-rooms and on the 
streets. His young Canadian friends heard 
these, and asked how he knew that he 
would be allowed to enter the country, 
to which he answered that they would go 
on till they met obstructions. He believed 
it to be due to every one, that the fact of 
meeting these rumors 315 miles from Fort 
Garry, should be known. They not only 
met no obstructions, but were everywhere 
met with the utmost courtesy and rough 
hospitality. At Fort Garry he received 
three invitations to take up his quarters, 
one from Governor McTavish, one from Dr. 
Schultz and another from The Bishop of 
Rupert’s Land. But he preferred to go 
to the hotel, and be at liberty to see 
every one and learn what he could. 
Here he had been accused of uttering all 
sorts of treason in some mysterious way. 
That was simply impossible. There was 
but one parlor in the hotel, shared by 
Mr. Turner and Mr. Sandford, with 
himself. People were coming and going, 


and he could have had but little 
private conversation, nine out of 
ten times these two — gentlemen 


being present‘ when he was in 
company with any one, and heard every 
word he spoke.: What: he said might have 
been said on the street. He béiieved it to 
be his first duty to call on Governor 
McTavish, but he found he had_ been 
attacked with hemmorhage of the lungs. 
He then addressed himself to get such in- 
formation as he could; went to the Semin- 
ary of St. Boniface, visited their schools 
and generally put himself in communica- 
tion with the leading men as far as he 
could ascertain them. He had been 
requested to make speeches to the people 
but he felt that it would be neither proper 
todo so in consideration of the position 
of Governor McTavish on the one hand, or 
of the incoming Governor McDougall. He 
had stated that the new Governor would 
be into the country in a week or two and 


that when Governor McTavish had laid 


down his authorty, the new Governor 
would declare what the policy was to be. 
Mr. Alcock who was there invited him to 
drive with him, and he had done so. . He 
visited the Bishop of Rupert’s Land, 
Dr. McCrae, Archdeacon McLean, Rev. Mr. 
Black, Presbyterian Minister, and Judge 
Black, all leading and highly respectable 
men, and there was not much _ op- 


portunity of speaking treason to them, 


He denied that there had been on his part 
either treasonable utterances or absurd 
chaff. That would have beén simply fool- 
ish. When he visited Captain Kennedy, 
he (Howe) and Turner, and Sandford oc- 
eupled the same room for nearly ail the 
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time during the visit. Kennedy and Turner 
went out for some business transactions, 
and he (Howe) was in conversation with 
the lady of the house, a woman of intelli- 
gence, and kind and hospitable manner. 
She generally passed in and out, getting 
dinner ready for them, and he occasionally 
exchanged some observations with her. 
When Kennedy and Turner returned, 
they all sat down to dinner, and after that 
they exchanged a few general observa- 
tions. That was all the talk they had. 
Alcock and he parted good friends, and that 
was all he (Howe) knew. of the matter. 
The hon. member for Lambton had taken 
him to task for abusing the Globe newspa- 
per. He did not desire to abuse the Globe 
or any Other newspaper, because he was 
too old anewspaper man himself to take 
up that course. But he would say this, 
that when he was in the house of Captain 
Kennedy, and when the subject of how 
the territory was to be governed, and how 
Canada was about toact, and what were the 
instructions of Mr. McDougall, and what 
he would do when he came _ into the terri- 
tory, he (Howe) did there, as he did 
everywhere—he defended what was to be 
the policy of Canada in the most open and 
undisguised manner. And when he de- 
fended, as he was bound to do, the incom- 
ing Governor, against the charges and 
insinuations, and doubts, and apprehensions 
thrown out against him, when he did that 
what wasthe answer? He was referred to Mr 
Brown’s editorial as an evidence of the fact 
that he had said that Canada would send 
men in there to ride rough-shod over the 


country; that the man who was sent was 


unfit on account of his political conduct, 
and was to bring with him instructions and 
men who would set at naught-the rights 
and disregard the feelings of the people. 
When he found the state of public opinion 
in the districts he ascertained that a 
number of Canadians had been sent 
out there in the public service, and 
had been there for some time, and cer- 
tainly had not made any report regarding 
the state of feeling. When he left 
Ottawa, there was no report that would 
have led the government for a single mo- 
ment to suppose that there was any dis- 
satisfaction out there at the course goy- 
ernment was taking. But when he (Howe) 
got into the country he saw there was a 
good deal the government had to learn. In 
the first place the English part of the popu- 
lation were uneasy and dissatisfied, and 
were discussing the matter among 
themselves. He believed the difficulties 
originated, in the first instance, from the 
discussions by the English pee of the 
population, (hear, hear.) And the ground 
they took that they had neyer been con- 
sulted in the arrangements, They en: 
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tertained fears and apprehensions with 
regard to the instructions given for the 
management of the country, that their 
rights would be to a great extent ignored. 
With regard to the French part of the 
population, the public grounds taken by 
the English people were widened by 
~personal complaints, which, up to 
_ that time he had _ never heard. 
But there was another element in the diffi- 
culty, and it was one which even if the 
Government had known of it they could 
not have prevented it. Out in that coun- 
try the Hudson’s Bay Company has some- 
thing like one hundred posts. scattered all 
over, and almost every one of these stations 
is worked by a hard headed Scotchman, 
(laughter). 
traders, there is a management in Lon- 
don and a management at RedRiver, and 
every summer at Norway House, at Lake 
Winnipeg, representatives of the hundred 
posts, assemble and hold a regular Parlia- 
ment of their own, and discuss matters 
and make arrangements for the following 
year. These men have large interests in 
the territory and in the property of the 
Company, and there was a feeling of dis- 
satisfaction among them. He. had every 
reason to believe that there was a feeling 
of great uneasiness among the resident 
employees of the. Hudson’s Bay Company, 
or among avery. large portion of them, 
and he believed that they thought the. di- 
rectors and managers in London, to whom 
the £300,000 was to be given, would di- 
vide it among themselves exclusively, 
which they feared would work great wrong 
to them,for some of the men. He was not 
prepared to say. how many believed that 
they had fair andjust-claims to a portion 
of the purchase money. It was clear, 
first that the English speaking people 
were uneasy respecting the. basis. of their 
representation ; it was equally clear the 
French people were apprehensive upon 
the grounds which. touched the personal 
history of the gentleman who was com- 
ing to govern them, and it was equally 
clear that an uneasy feeling prevailed 
among the Hudson’s Bay Company’s peo- 
ple themselves. After all, the House 
would naturally inquire if all this were so, 
why didn’t he take some. pains to remove 
_ these impressions? (hear, hear), He 
(Howe) took all the pains in his power to 
doso. He was all the time with leaders 
of society, as far as possible, and by per- 
sonal explanations he endeavored to re- 
move these impressions; and it. was only 
fair to say that when: he left Winnipeg, 
there was not the slightest murmur which 
would lead him to believe that any armed 
opposition would be presented. On the 
contrary—and he called. the attention of 
the leader of the Government, and the 
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leader of the opposition, and other gentle- 
men on that side of the House, to the 
statement that when he left Winnipeg Gov. 
Mc Tavish was about to summon a Coun- 
cil, in order to prepare an address of wel- 
come to present to Mr. McDougall, and 
when he left Winnipeg he was under the 
impression that that, in all probability, 
would be done. How could he (Mr. 
Howe) be expected to convey to Mr. Mc- 
Dougall any other impression than the 
general rumors and reports, and com- 
plaints which had reached him, and which 
he believed would be very soon dissipated 
by McDougall’s own conduct and explana- 
tions when he once got into the Terri- 
tory. Hon. gentlemen opposite would al- 
low him to say that one of his objects in 
going to Fort Garry was to get information 
for the use of the Government, and for 


his own use when he returned. He had — 


no written instructions, and was not to do 
any particular thing, but was left to his 
own guidance to collect such mformation 
as would be likely to be valuable to gov- 
ernment. He must say that Governor 
McTavish had met him in the most friend- 
ly way, and had placed in his hand the 
records of the old Council of that country, 
and these he had studied for two days. He 
procured and brought home for the use of 
the Minister of Justice a copy of the laws 
as they existed in that Territory, that 
Government might know the laws to 
which the people were accustomed. He 
also obtained a list of namés of old coun- 


cillors, so that Government might know 


in making appointments how to select 
men of experience in whom confidence 
had been reposed already. He dis- 
charged his trust faithfully and honourably, 
and did all any man could to quiet the 
difficulties. He met McDougall in the 
open prairie, when a cold north-east wind 
was blowing. Fortunately he (Howe) was 
travelling with the wind on his back, but 
the hon. member for North Lanark had 
the wind in his face—as with his family of 
children he travelled—he had to face 
the storm. If hon. gentlemen had been 
on the open prairie that bitter morning, he 
thought they would not have been ex- 
oeedingly anxious to hold communication 
with any one; and whén there were women 
and children concerned, it would have 
been barbarous to have stopped the caval- 
cade. Therefore, they merely exchanged 
a few greetings and passed on, Now, 
looking back at all that he had done, he 
was not conscious that they could have 
made it much better if they had stopped 
for an hour or two and held consultation. 
He could merely have made a few general 
observations about the rumors he had 
heard, and the last he knew was that a 
council was to be summoned to prepare 
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an address of welcome to Mr. McDougall 
on his arrival. Therefore he passed on, 
after giving him (McDougall) a hint or two 
upon one or two topics, which he thought 
it would be better for him to avoid. With 
these explanations he would leave the 
matter with the House. 


Hon.’ ‘Mr. McDOUGALL! ‘desired’ *to 


- make afew remarks in reply to the honour- 


able Secretary of State, who had, he 
thought, very properly abstained from 
any observations on the general subject, 
but had confined himself to what appeared 
to be in his mind, an answer to some 
charges that have been made against his 
conduct in the North West Territory. 
He -(McDougall) saw no necessity on his 
part to offer any observations. to the House 
on anything that had fallen from the ‘hon- 
ourable gentleman except ‘that he felt it 
his duty to him, the Government and 
the country to state that having ascertain- 
ed or heard of certain statements and con- 
versations which the honourable gentleman 
had indulged in, in that country, and hav- 
ingmet with a good deal of difficul- 
ty, as he then believed, and still’believed, 
on account of the injudicious  state- 
ments—to call them no harsher name—of 
the honourable gentleman there, he had 
spoken freely on the subject to members 
of the press. who had commented, on 
them, and he therefore felt constrained 
to make a few observations to the House 
and would endeavour to convey simply 
what he had learned from the friends 
as well as the enemies of Canada in that 
territory. The hon. gentleman opposite 
by his own confession did very little to 
smooth the way for the introduction. of 


Canadian authority and his own_ repre- 


sentative. He (Howe) had stated that 
he found a very uneasy state of feeling 
among the English and Scotch portion of 
the population ; that they had grave doubts 
as to the nature of the Government to be 
imposed upon them; and he had stated 
that he endeavoured to remove those feel- 
ings. He stated also that he had found 
great dissatisfaction among the employés 
of the Hudson Bay Company, against 
which they had complaints to make, and 
that they thought the officers to be intro- 
duced by the Canadian Government would 
interfere with their privileges and profits. 
He had gone on to say that among the 
French half breeds there was some uneasi- 


ness, and from what he (McDougall) 


gathered, he (Mr. Howe) wished to convey 
that they were opposed to the person who 
had been appointed to govern them. He 
thought the hon. gentleman (Howe) 
had treated him rather cruelly in not 
telling him of this state of affairs when 


they had met on the prairie, even if 


he was facing a storm. He was sure 
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(hear, hear). The hon. gentleman, if he had 
so desired, hadample opportunity to state 
these facts, but instead of so doing he had 
spoken of the soiland the climate. The 
former he said was excellent, but the latter 
was execrable. He had not felt warm for 
three weeks (laughter). This was the 
burden of the conversation he indulged in, 
and he (McDougall) was soamused at find- 
ing he had nothing to combat but the 
climate that he indulged in a little badin- 
age against the hon. gentleman, who com- 
plained that he had had to float across a 
river through the ice, and averred that a 
country where this had to be done in the 
middle of October was not fit for a white 
man to live in. He (McDougall) had re- 
called to the hon. gentleman’s recollection 
that this sometimes happened on the St. 
Lawrence at Quebec at the same time ot 
the year, and chatted and bantered with 
him for somé time defending the country 
till the people in the carts poked out their 
heads to listen to the conversation. At 
last. he said to him ‘then you do not envy 
me my position’? and he replied, ‘no, 
upon my soul I don’t’’ (great laughter). 
The hon. gentleman had also failed to 
write him (McDougall) from Fort Abecrom- 
bie as he had promised. The letter received 
from him was dated St. Paul’s and did not 
reach him till weeks afterwards. After the 
admission made by the hon. gentleman 
as to what he found in the country it 
was surely his duty to tell him of the 
difficulties he was to meet instead of 
warning him of the terrors of the climate 
(hear, hear). In order to prevent any mis- 
understanding that might arise from hasty 
words in this dispute he thought it well to 
read an extract from a letter which he 
wrote from Pembina to a member of the 
Government. He had written this letter 
quite deliberately, and upon what he 
deemed sufficient information. After 
some preliminary sentences which it was 
not necessary to read, he wrote as fol- 
lows : 
Prupina, Noy. 13 1869. 

I enclose extracts from two letters received the 
night before last, from Fort Garry. I send them 
confidentially because they were written under 
that protection and because they may not be 
agreeable to our friend from Nova Scotia. You 
will I know give me credit for sufficient coolness 
and distrust of other people’s impressions to 
scrutinize before I believe, and to be tolerably 
sure before I act, but jt is unfortunate to say the 
least, that Mr. Howe’s remarks when here, have 
been interpreted in the,same sense by the ene- 
mies as by the friends of Canada. I differ from 
him entirely as to his estimate of the soil and 
climate and capabilities of this country—from all 
I see, as well as fromallIT hear. The Red River, 
a sluggish stream, is not frozen over except at a 
few points, and at these it would be dangerous 
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for a grown man to cross. It is raining as I 
write (Nov. 13) and the cattle still feed on the 
Prairie, Our horses which were jaded and thin 
when we arrived here, and have had 
nothing to eat but Prairie hay—cured at the 
_ proper season—are now in fair condition to 
start upon another journey. These facts are 
better than speculations and will carry more 
weight with those who know how to weigh them, 
than rhetorical flourishes.” 


He (Mr. McDougall) had written thus, 
because he knew from the views expressed 
by the Honourable Secretary of State that 
he would return to Canada and endeavour 
to depreciate the country. 


“What Mr. Howe may have said to the mal- 
contents, I of course do not know, but from his 
remarks tome on the Prairie when we met J 
infer that he disapproved of the ardour of the 
friends of Canada in the settlement and excu- 
sed the hostility of those who are now its 
armed enemies. He did this, I have no doubt 
conscientiously, and without perhaps reflect- 
ing upon the use that would soon be made of 
his expressions. The Canadian Government 
and Canadians, have done nothing to injure 
these people, but everything to benefit them. 
They helped to save them from starvation— 
gave them good wages for their labor— 
and by competition in trade and farming en- 
abled them to obtain both food and clothing 
in greater quantities and at lower prices than 
before. They cannot specify a single grie- 
vance against Canada in the past, and I 
have not heard of one that they ap- 
prehend in the future except, that—they— 
three or four thousand serfs of yesterday—will 
not be entrusted with the government and des- 
tiny of a third of the \American continent! 
What ground exists for sympathy with them 
in such a case J am unable to perceive, or why 
those who have advocated the claims and defend- 
ed the flag of Canada, and who are now ready to 
risk their lives for us, should be repulsed, and 
those who are leagued with Yankee sympa- 
thisers and forcign Jesuits toresistthe authority 
of the Canadian Government, and, if need be, 
murder its representatives, excused and en- 
couraged, I cannot discover. I write thus 
strongly because I feel that the thoughtlessness 
and spleen, and thin blood, and inability to 
forget recent personal antecedents and declara- 
tions of your missionary, have put obstacles 
in my way—the magnitude and gravity of 
which you will appreciate as events develope 
themselyes-—and who, as far as I can lean, did 
nothing and said nothing, but flatly refused to 
do anything or say anything on behalf of Canada, 
its policy, or its representatives. 

This is the report that reaches me, and I have 
no evidence to the contrary. Indeed, Mr. 
Howe told me himself that he had said nothing 
and promised nothing on my behalf, except that 
I would deal justly with all interests. In one 
sense this was prudent ; in another—and in the 
prosence of a peas known to be on foot— 
reticence by a high functionary from Canada 
“was as mistaken and as fatal to the cause of 
order, gs the silence of the local authorities, 
who are believed by the rebels to be on their 
side,” # Pa * # Ds 
may show this to Sir George and 
Tilley, but I wish it to be considered 
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Howe are not inspired by any ill-feeling or 
sinister motive: of any kind. I have always 
had a strong regard for him politically and 
personally, but he has blundered awfully (more 
than once) this time, I am the victim and do 
not experience pleasurable sensations at 
the prospect.” 


He remarked that in a portion of the con- 


versation he had with Mr. Howe on the- 


prairie there were some very strong hints 
against the conduct of friends of Canada 
in the territory. But recalling his experi- 
ence of events there, and after hearing 
the statements made in various quarters as 
to the course pursued by Mr. Howe, he had 
nothing to alter, nothing to abate from 
the views expressed in that letter. It 
seemed to him the honourable gentle- 
man might very easily, under the circum- 
stances, have paved the way for the entry 
of the Canadian Representative. Instead 
of that he was in communication with, and 
visited the Bannatynes, the McKcnnies, 
the Kennedy’s, the very men who are now 
in rebellion. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE.—I never was at 
the houses of either Bannatyne or Mc- 
Kenny. 

Mr. McKENZIE understood the hon- 
ourable gentleman to say that he had 
been at Mr. Kennedy’s? 


Hon. Mr. .McDOUGALL said that he 
understood that the British flag had been 
raised over the residence of a Canadian at 
Fort Garry in honour of the arrival of a 
member of the Canadian Government, and 
that the honourable gentleman had de- 
nounced those who had raised that flag and 
wished that it should be pulled down. It 
did not appear to him that this was the 
spirit which ought to have been displayed 
by the honourable gentleman if he was 
loyal, and anxious to promote the policy of 
the government of Canada. He might have 
taken some opportunity asa public man, a 
man who was master of our language, to in- 
form those people of the boon that was about 
to be conferred upon them. If the honour- 
able gentleman deemed it neccessary, for his 
own justification, he (McDougall) trusted 
that the House would grant a committee 
and that the matter would be enquired 


‘into, that it might be ascertained whether 


a member of the government had gone out 
to that country and added fuel to the 
flame. The people there know the history 
of this country and they knew what im- 
pelled him to change his seat from one 
side of the house to the other, and they 
pointed to him and said “are we to be 
treated in any other way than Nova Scotia? 
Nova Scotia was on the point of rebel- 
lion, shall we not carry out the same 
plan.” And the honourable gentleman 
said ‘go aheadyou are quite right,”’ and 
they did go ahead and barricaded the road 
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and sent word that he (McD.) was not to 
enter the territory. The leaders of the 
rebellion there, are, he had every reason 
to believe, from uncontradicted reports 
from all parts, confidently relying upon 
the support of that honourable gentleman 
in his seat, and some of those who sit 
beside him. It was that which caus- 
ed them to go to such extremes 
to imprison Canadians, to imprison poor 


- Mrs. Dr. Schultz, and to refuse to allow her 


husband, or Dr. Macdonald, who was also 
a prisoner anda man ofskill to see her. It 
was that that emboldened them, in their 
inhuman treatment of loyal men who were 
driven out of the territory in the depth of 
winter to perish on the plains, (hear, hear). 
He, (McDougall), while the hon. gentle- 
man was speaking, had received a letter 
from Mr. Provencher, who is still at Pem- 
bina, and this was what hs said : 
PEMBINA, FEBRUARY 3, 1870. 

Srrk,—According to the last information re- 
ceived here, the position is very critical at Fort 
Garry, Riel is more powerful than ever, and 
his orders are the only laws: enforced. Nobody 
is allowed to go out of the Fort without his per- 
mission, and when he is absent or engaged, they 
must wait. The council are now discussing 
with Mr. Smith the new “ Bill of Rights,” com- 
posed of twenty articles, and in the interest of 
the freedom of speech, Mr. Smith is kept pris- 
oner. Sois Salaberry; but for what reason, I 
dont’t know, perhaps as a hostage. I believe 
that the discussion will last perhaps two or 
three weeks more. 

The soldiers are more numerous than ever, 
mostly living on pemican, tea, sugar and rum 
taken from the stores of Schultz andthe Com-— 
pany. No more talk about the pledge. 

It can be interesting for you to know that the 
gate at Fort Garry is guarded by an Ameri- 
can citizen, and that two other American citi- 
zens were sent after Schultz to re-arrest him 
(without success). So much for the neutrality 
laws. 
* * * * * * % 
He continued to say that the action of 
the rebels, or malcontents, or whatever 
they might be called, had, from the begin- 
ning to the end, been caused by the fact 
that they had. been sustained in it; that 
théy had been encouraged to enforce their 
demands by driving him, and every man 
who was supposed to be desirous of assist- 
ing in supporting the Dominion of Canada, 
out of the territory, by the belief that the 
hon. gentleman opposite would sustain 
them in their lne of action. It was for 
the country to say whether he (McD.,) 
who, he thought, it would be acknow- 
ledged, had made considerable sacrifices 
in his efforts to secure the union of all the 
Provinces, had been sustained by the hon. 
gentleman in bringing this territory peace- 
ably and amicably into the Confederation. 
He had very serious doubts on the subject. 
He had nothing to complain of in the con- 
duct of the other members of the Govern- 
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ment. He looked back withthe greatest 
satisfaction to his connection with the 
hon. gentleman atthe head of the Gov- 
ernment, and the Hon. Minister of 
Militia, who sat beside him, especially 
the latter gentleman, with whom he had 
been to England on a mission of serious 
importance. Circumstances — occurred 
there, and kindness was. shown which he 
would never forget. He would always 
look upon him as a personal friend whom 
it would please him to serve. But on the 
whole he took it that it was not sucha 
Government ; such a combination as is 
best fitted to deal with the great question 
now before the House. He trusted the 
House would have a better opportunity, 
under more favorable circumstances, of 
discussing this matter when the papers 
were brought down. He did not know 
whether the Government intended to bring 
down all the papers. He took the liberty 
of making the observation now that in the 
interests of the public it would be well 
that the hon, gentlemen should 
look carefully at the nature of 
the documents before sending them to 
the House as there was this difficulty, that 
in getting information as well as he could 
for the government, it was necessary to 
mention names and persons. If the fact 
of these persons having informed and as- 
sisted the government, should reach the 
territory their lives and property would be 
endangered. He had oftered to one of the 
members of the government, to look over 
the papers in the most friendly spirit, with 
a view to prevent any injury to any indi- 


vidual in the territory, on account of the 


exposure of their conduct in the premises. 
He trusted this would be done. All the 
papers could be placed upon the table 
without mentioning names or involving 
any one. When the papers were on the 
table, the whole matter could be discussed. 
His conduct had been discussed and as- 
sailed by the public press, but he was 
not so thin skinned and could wait better 
than his friend opposite, who, it was known 
had made great blunders before, and he 
thought it would appear had done so in 
this case, (Hear hear.) . 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said he had heard for 
the first time the letter which the member 
for Lanark had read with reference to him- 
self. It appeared it was to be shown to his 
two colleagues, but not to him. When the 
papers were laid before the House it would 
appear why the people of Red River, stung 
with madness, imprisoned every Canadian 
they could find. They would find the 
reason in that honourable gentleman’s own 
hand writing. If Canadian people up 
there were not murdered it was to be won- 
dered at, in view of the documents that the 


honourable gentleman had the hardihood 


The 


and audacity to publish in that country. 
That honourable gentleman very kindly 
offered to sit down with members of the 
Government, and select from among the 
papers those which should be brought 
- down. No doubt that gentleman would be 
glad to do that, but the House should be 
in possession of full information. The 
honourable gentleman said he (Howe) ob- 
jected to a flag with Canada on it hoisted. 
Yes he did object to it. Long before he 
reached Red River he heard of an indivi- 
dual who was putting himself forward as 
a friend and representative of Canada. He 
learnt from Canadians on the way up the 
character of that individual; and when he 
got up there that individual hoisted a flag 
on his chimney. But he (Howe) felt not 
the slightest desire to fraternize with him. 
The member for Lanark knew well that 
one of the people he sent into the county, 
not content withattending to the duty with 
which he was charged, had written home 
to Canada language grossly insulting to the 
women of a large majority of the popula- 
tion of the Northwest, that had created so 
deep a feeling of indignation, that one of 
the half breed ladies—as much a lady as 
one could expect in that place—had 
turned that individual out of her house, 
and slapped his face. The hon. member 
for Lanark wrote a public despatch calling 
the attention of the Government to those 
charges against his colleagues and friends. 
When the papers were brought down, he 
(Howe) would be prepared to justify not 
only all he had stated, but all public 
documents to which he had put his hand. 
‘The member for Lanark had said that he 
(Howe) told the people of Red River to go 
~ahead. He denied this, and said that he 
had not used a single expression, while in 
the territory, that could properly be consi- 
dered an instigation toinsurrection. When 
they came to discuss the whole question, it 
might be hisduty to show to the House 
that the cause of the difficulties with which 
they had to contend was more or 
less attributed to the gentleman selected as 
Lieutenant Governor. He did not know 
of this till he got to the territory, but the 
honourable gentleman would find that 
there were certainly as many personal ob- 
jections to him as he could rake up with 
reference to him (Honourable Mr. Howe). 
The people of Red River should be govern. 
ed the same as the people of Ontario and 
Quebec, by their minds (cheers from both 
sides). Ifwe could not do that then he 
would say abandon the country, and let 
grass grow over the prairies, and the 
wild animals roam in the woods. Let 
us not go hence to shed human blood 
for the purpose of showing that a great 
Reformer from Canada—a great stalking 
horse of a Grit (laughter), in the absurd 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 
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spirit of a tyrant, desired to grasp the 
power of a dictator. Read the documents 
when they come down and judge for your- 
selves. 

Mr. BLAKE 
words, not upon the policy of the Govern- 
ment in regard to Red River,but as to the 
sufficiency or insufficiency of thé personal 
explanations that had been made. 
He was willing to believe that when the 
Hon. Secretary for the Proyinces consent- 
ed to accept that office with the condition 
of a visit to. Red. River, that he was not 
aware of dissatisfaction existing in the 
Territory. Otherwise he would have been 
amost improper person to go upon a 
public mission to conciliate those people, 
seeing that he himself furnished a living 
example of the good results of persistent 
and almost violent opposition. Well, the 
hon. gentleman went up to Red River, 
and found as he had described a state of 
dissatisfaction among all classes. . But he 
did not raise his voice in the endeavour to 
dissipate that dissatisfaction, by telling 
them of the real intentions of the Cana- 
dian Government, because, forsooth, that 
would disturb the harmony of society 
there—disturb the unanimity which pre- 
vailed against Canada. That was an ex- 
cuse of the lamest kind, and one which 
the country could not accept. The hon. 
gentleman had denied that he did any- 
thing to invite insurrection, but he had 
not yet denied that he counselled them 
not to resist, but to obtain their rights by 
constitutional means. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—Not only did I not 
attempt to instigate armed insurrections 
or to bar out the Governor, but the grounds 
I took every where in presence of all leading 
people was this; that there was no ground 
for apprehension at all; that when Mr. Mc- 
Dougall came into the territory, if he was a 
sensible man, (cheers and laughter from 
the opposition benches) he would learn the 
views of the people, and govern his actions 
accordingly, and that as soon as possible a 
responsible government would be grant- 
ec. 


Mr. BLAKE.—To tell disaffected peo- 
ple who suspected their Governor, that 
if he was a sensible man he would do so and 
so, was rather a curious way to allay their 
apprehensions. If that was so, it were better 
for the Governor that he (Howe) had never 
said a word in his defence. Well the honour- 
able gentleman left the country, without 
having given any public assurance to the 
masses, which might have tended to allay the 
agitation. There was an old parable about a 
man going down to Jericho and falling 
among thieves, .who stripped him, 
wounded him and left him half dead. By 
and by there came a priest that way but he 


/ 


desired to say a few . 
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- passed on the other side (laughter). It 


was true his hon. friend from North 
Lanark had not at that period fallen 
among thieves, but he was on his way to 
them, and his hon. friend for Hants met 
him, and though there was time for chaff- 
ing and joking, not a word was uttered as 
to the difficulties before the Lt.-Gov. He 
was utterly unable to understand how, with 
loyal feelings towards the settled designs 
of this country and towards the hon. gen- 
tleman appointed as Governor, and who 
was about-to enter that territory, his hon. 
friend from Hants could have acted as he 
did upon that occasion. He hoped that 
gentleman could yet recollect some other 
and more reasonable excuse for his. extra- 
ordinary conduct, as facts now stood he 
was charged with the most gross neglect 
of a solemn duty. 


The third paragraph was then carried. 


Hion. Mr. HOLTON said the leader of the 
Government had given as areasonfthe other 
evening why there should be an adjourn- 
ment, that it was only due to the able and 
elaborate speech of the member for Lamb- 
ton that it should be answered by one of 
the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches. 
Theyhad been waiting patiently, two or 
three clauses of the address had been 


_ passed, and the ministry had not yet been 


heard from. The Opposition could afford 
to allow the Address to go without further 
debate, if the Ministry could. But there 
were some points in the speech of the hon. 


member for Lambton which clearly should | 


not be left unanswered. Explanatfons, 
especially were required of the statements 
made by the Finance Minister in a letter 
with his own signature, lately published, in 
which he said that the peace of the country 
was threatened by armed invasion from 
without, and from treason within. 


The fourth clause of the-Address were 
then passed. . 


Mr. MASSON, (Soulanges). Itis not 
my intention to detain the House very 
long ; but Iwish only to observe that up 
to this time of the proceedings, the French 
speaking portion of the House had not 
the opportunity of having any ministerial 
explanations in their own language, there- 
fore those who do not understand English 
cannot but ask as amatter of right the 
repetition of some few of the explanations 
given therein. It would seem that the 
Government treated the French Canadians 
in the House as they treated the Metis in the 
Northwest. We voted last year for the 
speedy acquisition of the Northwest. We 
all knew that the hon. Mr. McDougall had 


_ been sent thither as Lieutenant Governor, 
-and as we find him yet in his seat, we 


have theright to know how it has been 
done, how the Lieutenant Governor is 
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still a member of Parliament. We have in 
the same way the right to know how it is that 
aman we have fought in 1854, is now occu- 
pying a seat on the Treasury Benches ; 
how is it that one of our local Ministers 
has been brought equally on one of these 
seats? The Government ought to have given 
us explanations upon those matters. There 
is arumor going along that the new Minis- 
ter of Finance is to try buying the good- 
will of this House, by raising the member’s 
indemnity, for he is the man to do it. 
Could we know something about it? I 
regret to have seen omissions in the 
Speech from the Throne. The Govern- 
ment does not say anything about recipro- 
city. Has it suddenly turned to protec- 
tion? I am a protectionist, for I would 
wish to See all our immense water powers 
used for manufactures, and these manu- 
factures well protected. I would like in 
the same way that something more should 
be done for internal navigation, in the > 
shape of widening our canals, or beginning 
new ones. 


Hon. Sir G. E CARTIER—I will remark ~ 
to my hon. friend that the debate is not yet 
at an end, and that up to the present time 
Government has but answered to ques- 
tions put in the English language. It has 
always been intended to give the same 
explanations in French at the end of the 
debate. 

Mr. WHITE disapproved of the Address 
for its sins of omission, although there 
were sins of commission also. Noreference 
had been made to the internal navigation, 
for the improvement of which the people 
of Western Canada intended to insist, and 
if the Government had not a policy on 
the subject, a strong demand would be 
made, and the ministry would be forced to 
vacate their seats, and give place to differ- 
entmen. The explanation with respect 
to the offer of the office of Finance Min- 
ister to Mr. Galt, was not satisfactory. He 
would like to have the correspondence 
produced. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD saw no 
objection to doso. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER read the follow- 
ing correspondence :— 


Orrawa, September 13, 1869. 


My Dear Gatt,—When I had the pleasure 
of seeing you at Montreal a few days ago, I ex- 
pressed to you my individual opinion that i 
would like very much you should resume the 
office of Minister of Finance on the retirement of 
Mr. Rose from it. Now I am happy to say I 
have the authority of Sir John A. Macdonald to 
make you the offer of joining the Government as 
Minister of Finance, so soon as Mr. Rose will 
cease to occupy his post. As you are aware 
this question of “Independence of Canada” is 
now being discussed in the public papers,and it 
is well I should mention that if it should be 
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brought before the Houses of Parliament, it will 
be expected, as a matter of course, that the mem- 
bers of the Government should be a unit in 
resisting any attempts in proceedings favourable 
to “ Independence.” 

I regret very much that itis impossible for 
me to go near you to converse freely with you 
on the offer now made to you, but if you should 
like to have a personal interview with Sir John 
A. Macdonald and myself previous to your reply 
to this letter, I am enabled to say to you that 
Sir John as well as myself will be happy to 
see you here. 

Bolieve me, my dear Galt, always your de- 
voted friend. 

G. E. CARTIER. 


Montrat, September 14, 1869. 


My Dear Cartrer,—I received your letter of 
the 13th instant last night, and have given its 
contents my best consideration. 

I thank Sir John and yourself for the desire 
you express that I should again enter the ad- 
ministration as Minister of Finance, but my 
views of public duty compel mo to decline. 

I would have wished that you had not referred 
to the question of Independence. As for other 
reasons I have no doubt my reply would have 
been the same. But I presume your reason for 
doing so was lest it should be supposed that in 
inviting me to enter the Cabinet, you in any 
way countenance my views on this subject. I 
think this was useless,as I am quite sure the 
public would rather have believed I had receded 
from my position than that Sir John’s Govern- 
ment had become so progressive. 

As you have introduced the subject, I must 
in all frankness say, that believing it is the 
policy aimed at by the Imperial Government, 
and feeling confident that it would in many res- 
pects benefit this country, I could not have con- 
sented to enter the Cabinet under a pledge to 
opposo it in any and every form. 

On the contrary I think our policy should be 
framed with reference to that which appears to 
me to be inevitable—the separation of the Do- 
minion from Great Britain. 

Believe me, ever yours, 


Aw GALT, 


Mr. WHITE said they could not accept 
the aid of Sir Alexander Galt across the 
floor of the House. There was not, so far as 
he knew, one in Western Canada who was 
in favor of independence, which they 
regarded there as meaning something to 
which a broader term should be given, 
that is annexation, which they did not be- 
lieve compatible with their altered con- 
ditions. He advocated the improvement 
of the St. Lawrence and Welland Canals 
and thus improve her outlets to the ocean 
for our products. The effect of which 
would tend to reduce the freights and 
thus benefit the producer and consumer ; 
also in view of the altered relations with 
the United States he advocated a restric- 
tion in our trade relations with that 
country. Being an independent member 
(hear and laughter) he did not desire the 
_ assistance of Sir Alexander Galt in such 
circumstances. They intended to brave 


Mr, White. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS resumed the 
debate. He said he could not allow the re- 
marks of the hon. members for Lambton 
and Chateaugay to pass without making 
some observations in reply. To the gen- 
eral attack upon the Government he would 
not particularly refer, because he would 
leave that to abler hands, and he had no 
doubt that his hon. friend, the Minister of 
Justice, would, before the close of the de- 
bate, answer very fully all the general at- 
tacks; but special allusion had been made 
to himself by the hon. members, and really 
at one time he thought that they had for- 
gotten that the subject of discussion was 
the address in answer to the speech from 
the throne, and not the confidential letter 
he had addressed some short tithe ago to 
certain Reformers of Ontario. He had 
been charged with taking a very improper 
course, and it had been asserted that 
that letter discussed matters which ought 
to have been adverted to in the speech. 
He was prepared to support every line 
which had been written in the letter to 
which the hon. gentlemen referred. He 
would now briefly define the position 
he desired to occupy. He considered 
that circumstances in 1864 required that 
a Coalition Government should be formed, 
and he considered that the circumstan- 
ces that rendered that Coalition neces- 


sary still remained, and that it was im-— 


portant to sustain the Government which 
had been formed to carry out Confedera- 
tion. That object had not yet been fulfil- 
led; atallevents there was no ground for at- 
tacking the Government except upon their 
general policy. The hon. member for Lamb- 
ton had been informed that he disliked Co- 
alitions. Well, he knew there was a pre- 
judice on the part of some persons against 
Coalitions; but no doubt the hon. member 
has studied the history of the mother coun- 
try, andsurely he must know that the most 
important revolutions that have occurred in 
the history of that country have been 
effected by Coalitions. Did we not owe 
to a Coalition the restoration of King 
Charles the Il. Were not our civil and 
religious liberties secured in 1688 obtained 
by a coailition, (Hear hear. But there were 
events in history when coalitions could not 
be sustained. He referred to the coalition 
of Fox and Lord North, when two parties, 
the most opposite that could be found at 
that time, coalesced against a party which: 
was not so materially different from either 


of them, and as they occupied very extreme 
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the difficulties which lay in their course 
and try their fortunes under their present 
constitution. 

At six o’clook the House arose, Sir F. 
Hincks having the floor. 
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- positions they failed to obtain the confidence 
of the country. A coalition similar to that 
would have been a coalition if it had been 
formed between the Hon. George Brown 

_ or the member for Chateauguay and others 
~ who acted with him in Lower Canada,—in- 
_ stead of the one that really was formed, and 
such a coalition never would have obtained 
the support of the country. Passing on to 
more modern times, he referred to the 
memorable coalition formed by the late 
Lord Aberdeen with the liberal party. 
What was the result of that coalition. He 
adverted to these matters to show that 

a coalition once being formed upon 
sufficient grounds from that time party 
lines should cease. It was perfectly mon- 
strous, that coalitions should be formed 

of two parties, (ministerial cheers), and 
‘those parties continue to oppose each 
other. Jt was well to watch the course 

of history, and see whether we should fol- 
low the course taken by the mother coun- 

_. try.—a country which we were so proud 
‘to follow. The coalition of Lord Aberdeen 
was between gentlemen who had belonged 

_ tothe conservative party and the Liberal 
Reformers, and what did we see now. The 

- most distinguished member of the con- 
‘servative party in Lord Aberdeen’s gov- 
ernment was the present Prime Minister 
of England, the Leader of the Liberal 
party. Was it considered in Britain that 
when a coalition was formed there, there 
were still two parties. Was it for a 
moment supposed that Mr. Bright had 
one party and Mr Gladstone had another 
party, and they were to watch one 
another, (Holton, hear, hear), and act 
- as rival parties. The honourable gentleman 
had referred to some particular paragraph 
in this letter, and had complained that he. 
(Hincks) had described. the state of things 

in the country which did not exist. 

_. He had asserted that there. was 
nothing which justified him (Sir F. Hincks) 
-instating that there was a state of affairs ex- 
_- isting which ought to induce all men to 
support the Government of the country. 
He maintained that it was a matter of 

. public notoriety that a powerful organiza- 
- tion had been formed in the United States, 
with a treasury and with representatives 
from allparts of the country, who made 
no secret of their intention to invade this 
country ; who made no secret of their hor- 
rible intentions towards us, and he main- 
_ tained that this was a reason why there 
_ should be a cessation of that violent party 
_ warfare which we have had, and especially 
- unless some strong public ground can be 
- brought in support of that course. Hon- 


ourable gentlemen had adverted to the ref-. 


erence he made to advocates of independ- 
ence and annexation. Well, if he went into 
_ that question, he must be permitted to say 
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that his views were entirely in accordance 
with those of ‘a distinguished member 
of the opposition. He had had the oppor- 
tunity of comparing notes and exchanging 
views with a no less distinguished individ- 
ual than the gentleman who was at one 
time the leader of the party opposite. 
He referred to a gentleman who was a 
member of the first Coalition Government 
—Hon, Mr. Brown—and he (Sir F. Hincks) 
had had the satisfaction of finding his 
views on the subject entirely in accord 
ance with Mr..Brown’s. He was of the 
opinion that it was perfectly idle to talk 
of independence (hear, hear). It was no 
use in disguising the fact. Independence 
meant annexation. Before he had been 
long in the country he had had an_ oppor- 
tunity of conversing with a gentleman a 
personal friend of his own; who was an 
advocate of independence—and who acted 
with the honourable member for Shefford— 
and in discussing the subject that honour- 
able gentleman had candidly admitted that 
Independence would be followed by annex- 
ation, though they could not go for annex- 
ation, because they never could expect 
England to consent to annexation. He 
had had a conversation with a gentleman 
who had expressed the same views. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if the hon. 
gentleman related private conversations in 
this debate affecting gentlemen not pre- 
sent in the House he should mention their 
names. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
Hon. John Young, (hear, hear). He then 
referred to hon. gentlemen who were in 
the House—one of them, the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke, who had been in a 
former Administration and had taken a 
distinguished part in the government of 
the country, and who was well known 
throughout England andthe United 
States as a distinguished member of the 
Canadian Parliament. That gentleman 
was an advocate of independence, as was 
well known from correspondence which 
had been read here before the adjourn- 
ment. But when the question was before 
the public mind of the country it was well 
known that the number who agreed with 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke was very 
small, especially in the Province of Onta-’ 
rio, of which he had himself more personal 
knowledge. But even there there were 
advocates of independence, or _ per- 
sons whose proclivities were very much 
that way. He knew more than ‘that—he 
knew that strong representations had 
been constantly made to the Government 
at Washington (ministerial cheers) that 
the people of this country were favourable 
to the United States. He desired to say 


that this was a time when all parties 
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should oppose annexation, and desire con- 
nection, as he did, with the Mother 
Country forever (cheers). Enjoying as we 
do full liberty and thorough independence 
for all practical purposes, he could not 
conceive the time when independence 
could be a necessity (ministerial cheers). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he thought the 
hon. gentleman had said that persons in 
this country were making representations 
of a disloyal character to a foreign Govern- 
ment, and he was bound to be a little 
more specific. 

Tfon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he did 
not think he was bound to be more specific. 

Hon. Mr. GALT asked if the hon. Fi- 
nance Minister referred to him as reference 
might be made pointing to him. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly 
not. 

Hon. Mr. TOLTON—I want the names. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was about to 
reply, when Hon. Mr. Holton said names 
should be given, and the parties should be 
prosecuted. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it was 
known not only here, but stated publicly 
in Washington and New York, that a few 
public men in this country were in favour 
of annexation, and were communicating 
with the Government at Washington. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Not long 
ago an address, pretending to be from the 
inhabitants of British Columbia, was pre- 
sented to the President of the United 
States, asking the intervention of the 
United States with a view of procuring a 
transfer of that territory. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I am glad it is no- 
thing more serious than that. 

Hon. Sr JOHN A- MACDONALD—Oh, 
don’t be assured. (laughter). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The hon. gentle- 
man should be more specific in serious 
matters like this. He has no right to deal 
in general calumnies upon this country; 
and I dare the Minister of Justice or any 
member of the Government to name any 
individual of any mark or standing in this 
country who has been in communication 
with the Government at Washington on 
vital questions of allegiance to the British 
Crown. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
really don’t know why my hon. friend 
should appeal to me. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Because you said, 
don’t be afraid, (loud laughter). The hon. 
gentleman at the head of the Government 
must know: by this time that I am not 
afraid of him. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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hon. gentleman has no reason to be afraid ; 


I never heard his loyalty impugned. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS begged to remind 
the hon. gentleman that he had said no- 
thing about persons of mark and influence 
communicating with the Washington Goy- 
ernment. 
mark and influence in communication with 
the Washington Government on a ques- 
tion of change of allegiance. - But there 
was not the slightest doubt that there was 
a very great desire on the part of the lead- 
ing statesmen in the United States to ac- 
quire the whole of our Territory. Recent 
events in Red River were an evidence of 
that. With reference to the statement of 
the member for Lambton, that he (Sir F. 


Hincks) had, inspeaking ofthe reconstrue- 


tion of the Cabinet, made a statement at 
variance with the statement of the Minis- 
ter of Justice, that there was no recon- 
struction. There was no real difference. 
His statement referred to the change in 
the personnel, and not to the change of the 
policy of the government. With his ex- 
perience in political life, he fully antict- 


pated attacks upon him when he entered ~ 


the government. He would candidly admit 
that in speaking of unscrupulous opposi- 
tion, he referred not to the mem- 
ber for Lambton, and those who acted 
with him, but tothe Globe newspaper. 
Assuming that there was a united party 
supporting the Government, he entirely 
dissented from the idea that 
necessary to have two Reformers or three 
Reformers from Ontario. That was not 
the material point. The main point was, 
was the policy of the Government worthy 
or not of support ? If he were not a mem, 
ber of the Government he would still think 
it his duty asa Reformer to support the 
Government, and he would be quite indif- 
ferent as to whether men at the head of 
affairs were ten years ago Reformers or Con- 
servatives, so long as they were carrying 
out. the policy which he believed for the 
best interests of the country. 


Mr. McFARLANE—Then why appeal to 
the Reformers at all ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS-—Because I 
do not choose that the member for Lambton 
should read me out of the ranks of 
Reformers. It was the duty of every 
Reformer to support the present Govern- 
ment, and he was not afraid to appeal to 


Reformers. He knew there were many 
Reformers throughout the country- who 
supported the Government. He 
was not afraid of the public 


opinion of Ontario upon the measures 
and policy of this Government. 
would not be infinenced by old cries of 
whether there should be three Reformers 


or two in the Cabinet, but by the measures 


é 


He was aware of no persons of | 
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of the Government. It was of course 
_ painful to him that his presence in the 
_ Cabinet should have the effect of driving 
_ away any supporters of the Premier. He 
_ acknowledged their right to criticise his 
appointment, but he hoped when they 
came to know him better they would have 
more confidence in him. The member 
_ for Sherbrooke had stated that the legisla- 
_ tion which he (Hincks) had originated had 
_ brought financial difficulty upon the coun- 
try. When that honourable gentleman 
first entered Parliament in 1849 he was an 
_ opponent of the Lafontaine-Baldwin Gov- 
ernment, then he turned up an avowed 

annexationist, and subsequently, after a 

short absence from Parliament, was 

strongly in favor of the policy of granting 
public aid to railways, but that time he was 
certainly a supporter of the Govern- 
ment of which ke (Hincks) was_ leader. 

If he was not, why. did he. find 
it necessary to write to him in 1804, 

after the Governor’s speech, intimating 

that he could no longer support the Gov- 
ernment. He had watched his course 
with great pleasure since, and when he 
returned to this country, and heard the 
subject of his coming into the Cabinet 
spoken of, it would have been gratifying 
to him had he accepted office. It had 
been stated in the newspapers that he and 
that hon. member were rivals for the same 
office, and therefore he had been anxious 
“to meet that gentleman and explain ex- 
actly his own position, and his anxiety that 
he (Galt) should become a member of the 
Government, and Finance Minister. For 
himself, his hon. friend, the First Minister, 
might be assured that at any time that he 
felt he could strengthen his Government 
_ by using his seat in the Cabinet, it was at 
his disposal. After his interview with 
the hon. member, he certainly had an 
impression that his refusal to 
take office was not in the slightest 
degree owing to his (Hincks’) acceptance 
_ of office, nor did he receive any impression 
that the hon. gentleman was going into 
opposition. He would now refer to some 
‘measures which he had assisted to carry, 
and which were the only ones the 
member for Sherbrooke could have referred 
to when he stated that they had subse- 
quently borne fruit in the shape of finan- 
cial embarrassment to the country. From 

1851 to 1854 the amount of debt incurred, 
- which was for public works of great utility 
_to the country, was twenty-nine millions. 
_Ofthat amount twenty millions were for 

railways, fifteen for the Grand Trunk, 

three for the Great Western, and over two 
_for the Northern. Was he to be told that 
the member for Sherbrooke opposed that 
policy? That gentleman should be the 
ast man in the House to stand up snd 
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charge him with spending money for the 
encouragement ofrailways. Whether that 
policy was wise or unwise, the member 
for Sherbzooke was not the man that 
should cast the first stone at him for 
that policy. The next measure the 
honourable gentleman must have alluded 
to was that for the creation of a Municipal 
Loan Fund. That act was to give facilities 
to municipalities to aid in the construction of 
railways. The same spirit was manifested to- 
day on the part of municipalities to aid great 
public works. At that time the debentures 
of these municipalities could not find a 
market in England, and there was very little 
capital in the country; and therefore it was 
deemed wise on the part of the Government 
tocome to their assistance. At the same time 
great care was taken; each municipality had 
to submit its by-laws to the electors, and 
then it had to be confirmed by Government 
before it became law. It was true that after 
he left the country the interest on those 
debentures was not paid in many cases, 
but in many of these cases the by-laws 
were confirmed by the Government after 
he left. Hence it did not come with very 
good grace for him now to throw on his 
(Hinck’s) shoulders blame for the financial 
embarrassment he (Galt) may have had to 
encounter while he held office. He was 
the last member of the House that should 
object as he had done. Perhaps, however, 
he thought that by throwing the weight of 
his influence along with those gentlemen 
who expressed themselves opposed to his 
(Hincks’) appointment, he might be able 
to embarrass the Government, and injure 
him in the estimation of gentlemen, 
many of whom were total strangers to him 
and he to them. In conclusion all that he 
asked was that they would give him and 
the Government fair play, and judge them 
by their policy, and not by petty miserable 
questions of the personnel of the Govern- 
ment. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT felt that it was cer- 
tainly expected from him by the House, 
that he should make some remarks before 
the debate closed. In taking this oppor- 
tunity of replying, he must apologize to 
the member for Cumberland if he did not 
reply to him first, but rather addressed 
himself to the arguments of the Finance 
Minister at the outset. He thought that 
the House must be satisfied that the Fi- 
nance Minister in addressing it, had chosen 
to make the speech of the member for 
Lambton the horn on which to hang a 
personal attack on himself. Yet he would 
not wish it to be understood that he ob- 
jected to the manner in which the speech 
had been made, or the matter it contained, 
and hoped he would not in turn attack 
the Pihaneco Minister, in any way that 
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would be offensive. The subgect of the 
discussion was a public matter, and his 
hon. friend, if he would allow him to call 
him so, would certainly allow him (Galt) 
to give his views, even if they are at vari 
ance with his (Hincks’ ). The Minister of 
Finance commenced his remarks on the 
speech of the member for Lambton, by 

referring to annexation, independence, and 
Fenianism, and afterwar ds, in reply to the 
very few words which fell from his (Galt’s) 
lips in the earlier part of the session. He 
would, however, first briefly reply to the 
last part of the speech of the hon. gentle- 
man. He had taken very great umbrage at 
the references he (Galt) had made, and they 
had heard from his lips a defence of the 
legislation, passed under his administra- 
tion years ago. He did not intend to fol- 
low him into detail. He based his defence 
of what he had said on the united opinion 
of the two Provinces, and asserted without 
fear of contradiction, that if the course fol- 
lowed by the Finance Minister had been held 
in condemnation, it was greatly due to his 
colleague next him. If he owed his defeat in 
1854 at the polls to any one; if any one was 
the cause of the public opinion wrongly, 
he says, directed against him, it was no 
other than his present chief, (hear, hear). 
He had given a_ history Of the various 
sources of the financial embarrassment 
into which he would not follow him, as not 
being germane to the point at issue. 
When the Budget was before the House, 
there would be an opportunity of discuss- 
ing the financial measures, which he would 
not, therefore, enter upon now. But he 
would say that the results of the previous 
legislation of the Finance Minister, did 
more to debauch the public mind than any 
other cause. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS wished his 
honourable friend to be more precise in his 
definition as to the legislation he meant. 
He had had great difficulty in answering 
him for want of this. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The hon. gentle- 
man called for a clearer definition, but it 
would be difficult for him, at a moment’s 
notice, to specify particular acts which 
produced the difficulties of the country. 
But it was impossible to pretend that these 
difficulties were not due to the actions of 
the Finance Minister, whether in that 
capacity or as Premier. He had laid ob- 
ligations on successive Administrations, 
which were the cause of great embarrass- 
ment to his successors. “He (rr PAL 2s 
Galt) had, as one of his first measures, as 
Finance Minister, to repeal the Consoli- 
dated Loan Act, ‘and he himself, and the 
member for Chateauguay and the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of Ontario had equally found 
it necessary to arrest the progress of public 
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works bv the eLearn charges they hrmds 
upon the Public Revenue, coupled with 
a series of failnres in the harvest, a calam- 


no intention of charging the Finance 
Minister. To the municipal loan fund 
must be attributed the detriment to many 
important and rising towns which 
been kept back through its influence. 


forth, by a load of taxes resulting from an 
expenditure which they had been induced 
to go into by such Legislation, and by the 
action and advice of the Finance Minister. 


to go into details. He was perfectly will- 


but it was unnecessary to do so, as what- 


the statements (3 his honourable friend. 


fended. He would not have been forced 
now in speaking of coalitions, to talk of 
matters reaching back almost to the flood, 
(laughter.) He would have been able to 
treat of the matters that are interesting to 
the country now. Why his name was al- 
most forgotten in many parts of the coun- 
try, and it is not treated with the respect 
that one would like to see in a man of his 
position. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS begged to 


only been defending attacks made by him. 
(Galt) on the floor of the House. 


Hon. Sir A.T. GALT, said that his remarks 
were made in answer to those of his honour- 


The great pity was that he did not stay 
and defend it, (hear, hear) so that the 
House would not haye been obliged to 
take up matters which were almost for- 
gotten. 


Hon. Mr. McKENZIE.—He 
the coalition of 54. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought that if any 
argument was to be drawn from the Coali- 
tion of 54, it was rather one of warning 
than one to be followed. (hear, hear.) 
The hon. gentleman spoke of the accumu- 
lation of sixteen millions for interest due 
by the Grand Trunk and Northern Rail- 
ways being carried to the consolidated fund, 
and thus a sort of fictitious balance sheet 
being made. He really wondered if he 
(Hincks) ever supposed that the interest 
of the Grand Trunk debt, to which refer- 
ence was made, was ever spoken of asa 
receipt. It wasmerely put on the balance of 


defended 


had 


ity with which of course there "could be | 


Mechanics and others had been driven 


It would not serve any useful purpose — 
ever his character was it must stand on - 
its own merits, good or evil, and not by. — 


If the honourable gentleman had not. 
been absent he would have had opportu-: | 
nities on many occasions of showing what 
the attacks of his enemies meant and what- 
his policy was, and how it would be de- | 


remind his honourable friend that he had | 


able friend, who was defending his policy. 


_ mse 


io ahs 


i 


» 
7 


i. Wee ror 


4 


ae 


de 


' 
X 

‘ 

. 


es 


ing to justify any of his own acts of 1849-’50, > 
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Be, and he was surpr eee that his hon, 
end should make any ar gument on this 
, which was still standing in the public 
oe The items against the Grand 
sa cunk and Northern Railways were never 
iv considered of any value. All, the legisla- 
tion on this subject took place before he 
s Finance Minister—when he was in op 
ay sition. Those acts were those of the 
4 ‘gentleman now sitting beside the present 


' Minister of Finance. His  (Galt’s) 
unfortunate office was to shoulder 
hose difficulties that had been hand- 
d down from his predecessors, 


difficulties not intended perhaps, but which 
rendered it now very necessary to criticise 
_ the present position of his hon. friend on 
his return to public life. He would now 
refer to the earlier portion of the hon. 
gentleman’s speech, in which he had chosen 
ospeak of him as the avowed advocate 
f independence, and had stated that 
he House and the country would learn 
that interesting fact from the correspon- 
ence read. ‘that night. He thought with 
eference to what “had occurred that he 
ight be permitted to make some remarks 
nd perhaps they might be of a somewhat 
ointed character. In the first place he 
said that those papers were called for 
with the knowledge, and he might ven- 
ture to say, at the suggestion of the Trea- 
sury Benches. If that were the fact—and 
he found it was not being denied—those 
tters ought to have been read when the 
xplanations were given. He had no ob- 
~ jection to their being read at any time. 
Be had told the Minister of Militia that he 

was at liberty to read the letters, or mere 
to say that he had declined ‘the office. 
He ‘had chosen the latter course when 
making the explanations, but now pro- 
duced the correspondence, When the first 
stter was addressed to him he had found 
oints in it which caused him con- 
derable feeling at the time. The 
Minister of Defence had referred to a con- 
ersation which took place between them 
some time before. At that conversation 
e (Sir A. T. Galt) stated to the Minister 
’ Militia that he would, under no circum- 
stances, enter the Ministry, and had said 
hat if at any time they deemed it advisable 
» make him an offer they could consult 
eir Own views ; but they knew his an- 
sr in advance. Whén he came to read 
etter he found that it contained a 
ference to Independence, ‘and thought 
“was quite unnecessary to put that refer- 
‘e into’ the letter under the circum- 
nees (hear, hear), He replied to that 


aitabilities as required by law, and 


ter, and to ae ‘paragraph referring to 
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Padcpendence, He must confess that & V ery 
unpleasant feeling was on his mind on ac- 

count of what had occurred to-night. It 
looked as if there had been an attempt 
made to place him in a false position with 
the public on that question. Every mem- 

ber of the House knew all he had said on 
the matter. It was said on the floor of 
the House and in public. He had made 
his views public, just as he held them, but 
he’ * did . not think | they were 
such as ought to be dragged before the 
public on all occasions. Hither that refer- 
ence was made to prevent his entering the 
administration supposing that he had waiv- 
ed his previous objections,on other grounds, 

and therefore to make the offer in itself a 
nullity and a deception, or it was intended 
topropose to him that which he could not 
without the greatest regret suppose his 
honourable friend the writer of it intend ed, 

and which he would not believe unless he 
(Cartier) said so—that for the sake of en- 

tering office he would desert the opinions 
which he considered necessary for the pro- 
gress of the country. The thought that 
the Minister of Militia should consider that 
he would commit such an act, would give 
him very great pain indeed and he should 
like to hear an explanation from that hon- 
ourable gentleman. Sle would say before 
hearing these explanations that there was 
not aman in the country whom he believed 
had more honourable intentions than the 
Minister of Militia, and if ike would make 
these explanations he would take his seat 
for a few moments. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE EH. CARTIER bore 
high testimony to the character of Sir A. T. 
Galt, and said that he telegraphed to him 
in Halifax that he should like to see him at 
Montreal, and approached the subject of 
the proposed resignation of Sir John Rose. 
He told him that he had the authority of 
the Minister of Justice to treat with him. 
At that time there was a great discussion in 
the papers and at a meeting on indepen- 


dence, and. he had -some conversa- 
tion with him, and the result was 
that the, Minister of Justice \ au- 


thorized him to write to Sir A. T. Galt and 
to offer him the post of Finance Minister. 
The reason why this. paragraph was intro- 
duced into the letter was that he thought 
that it was appropriate in consequence of 
the discussions going on, and some public 
men in England had spoken of it, and it 
was known. that the member for: Sher- 
brooke had spoken in that direction. He 
then meant very honestly to state his 
opinion; and said that in view of what 
was occurring if his hon. friend should like 
to havea personal conversation with either 
Sir John or himself they would be ready to 
sec him, His hon. friend must not be un- 
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der the i impression that the paragraph was 

inserted with a view to place in a 
wrong position. That was not nus inten- 
tion. 

Hon. Sir. A. T. GALT said it was satisfactory 
to hear such astatement from the Minister 
of Militia, and as he had every faith in that 
gentleman’s sincerity he could rely on it. 
He, howevér, believed that the use 
made by the Finance Minister of the cor- 
respondence was most unjust and unfair. 
He wished to say afew further words to 
define his position, but before doing so he 
would make a little reference to the 
speech of the member for Cumberland. 


That gentleman had constituted him- 
self the castigator, as he 
might say, for the Ministry. 
He had applied the ministerial 


rod to his shoulders (laughter). He had 
taken upon himself the very unwilling 
task, as he says, of reading me out of the 
party. It was from his (Dr. Tupper’s) 
mouth that he was to receive sentence on 
the course he had taken in the past on the 
subject of Confederation. He had under- 
taken to review his course for the last 
four years. It did not suit his views, but 
members will be so independent as to fol- 
low their own views, even if they do not 
suit the member for Cumberland (laugh- 
ter). He (Dr. Tupper) said that he (Sir 
A. T. Galt) had left the Government in 
the lurch without any budget. He would 
make no reference to these remarks, ex- 
cept that which referred to the budget. 
His view while in the Cabinet was, that it 
was not expedient that the budget, should 
be then brought down, and he thought 
that if the honourable gentleman would 
recall what he said at the time if he was not 
mistaken he was on his side. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said no, he was not. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said well, then, he 
(Dr. Tupper) had shown that, on this occa- 
sion, as on many other he was ignorant of 
what would conciliate public opinion in 
Nova Scotia, for the bringing down of 
that budget had added fuel to the 
smouldering flames of discontent in that 
country, (hear, hear.) He (Dr. Tupper) said 
that his proper course afterwards was to 
support the party sitting beside his pre- 
sent leader, to offer advice to the Govern- 
ment, and instanced the action he took in 
opposition to the banking scheme as evi- 
dence of its propriety. He had followed 
the exact course the hon. member recom- 
mended, and the House would recollect 
that on the budget referred to, and on 
the subject of advancing the tariff, he had 
taken the course of remonstrating gently 
with the Government, considering the 

feeling in Nova Scotia, and perhaps the 
House would re member the way in which 


_ Hon. Sir A, T. Galt. 
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sion. It was very well known that that 
gentleman would not thank any one for 
objecting to his measures, and as long as 
one was a supporter of the Government, 
if he had anything to advise, it should 
be done privately. He had no right 
to make it in any other way. The hon. 
gentleman had stated that he was ex- 
cessively glad that he (Galt) had, as he 
said, joined with the Opposition. He must 
say that it always gave him pleasure when 
he had succeeded in pleasing others, but 
upon this occasion he thought the hon. 
gentleman was thankful for very small 
mercies. The hon. gentleman would have 
been more pleased if he (Galt) had not 
done it. It was an extraordinary thing to 
say that foes of Confederation were al- 
ways on that side (the Opposition) of the 
House. 
ence they did not sit there very long 
(laughter). Opponents on that side of the 
House might reasonably expect to arise 
like starsin the firmanent, Lke the hon. 
member for Hants, (Mr. Howe.) The hon. 
gentlemen mixed up the history of Confed- 
eration. He had mixed up all incidents from 
the beginning to the present day. He did 
not draw a line- between two branches of 
the subjects—one when under discussion 
before it became law; another the policy 
with hich to work out and carry out that 
law. The same class of reasons that had 
induced them to assist Confederation ought 


not to make them submit to any kindof - 


legislation to carry it out. He (Dr. Tup- 
per) had therefore no right to say he 
(Galt) was opposed to Confederation, or 
opposed to the progress of Confederation. 
There were gentlemen he knew who con- 
scientiously held this opinion, but still he 
must contend that it was absurd to say 


that the progress of Confederation 
depended upon maintaining in 
office the two, three or half dozen: 


gentlemen who were members of the 
Conference at Quebec, (hear, hear). The 
progress of Confederation depends upon 
the measures of these gentlemen, and if 
these measures are not followed by the 
greater success of Conferation it is for us 
to turn them out of office. This was the 
view they ought to have before them in 
regard to the success of Confederation, and 
with that view he had taken the course 
he had. The honourable gentleman said 
the course of the Government had tended 
to promote the progress of Confederation, 
but he took a ditferent view. 
called to his feet by the manner in which 
honourable gentlemen had spoken of him. 


The Finance Minister had gone further than 
he had any right to do under the circum- | 
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that advice was received, his hon. ana 
at the head of the Government had taunted 
him with allsorts of omission and commis- 


If he was to judge from experi- 


He had heen e 
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stances. He chose to say that he (Galt) 
was the apostle of independence, and he 
was charged with disloyalty, and told by 
the member for Cumberland he ought 
properly to take his seat on the other 
* side of the House. Now it must be 
Br remembered that at the time when that 
-. honourable gentleman made that speech 
~ he (Galt) had made no utterance on the 
subject of independence beyond what he 
had said in this House last session. 
Whether this constituted him the great 
apostle of indepandence or not, was not, of 
_ course, for him to judge. He would say this 
‘that he had heard from the lips of some of 


those who were loudest in their applause 
S and in their speeches on ‘the subject of 
- loyalty, just as strong sentiments certainly 


as had as yet fallen from his own. He 
considered a charge of disloyalty a serious 
charge to bring ayainst any man. He could 
not allow it to pass without endeavouring to 
place before this House and the country a 
statement of his opinions, and then he 
would be willing to abide their judgment. 
/* He 


Me had been charged with  dis-: 
= loyalty to our country and our 
Queen and to repel it he would he 
obliged to refer to some circumstances he 


would very much rather have left to an- 
other time, but when a man’s honour and 
character are openly assailed'in this man- 
ner, all other considerations must give 
place to his vindication. He was obliged to 
refer to the distinction which he had re- 
ceived at the hands of Her Majesty. Dur- 
ing last session of Parliament he received 
a communication from the Governor Gen- 
eral desiring him (Galt) to call upon him. 
He did so, and was told by the Governor 


. . General that he had received instructions | 


_ from Earl Granville to offer him the decor- 
ation which he now wore. He confessed 
that it took him a little by surprise, but 
at the same time he would say that in 

~  -‘many respects it was to him, a source of 
great gratification. He wished to make 
no allusions to, but would rather pass over a 
‘: very painful previous correspondence, and 
_ the offer of the Governor General was there- 
fore in every manner peculiarly grateful to 
his (Galts)feelings,at the same time reflect- 
ing upon the views he held inreference to 
the future of this country, he determined 
that however gratifying the offer might be 
_. to his personal vanity or his personal am- 
bition, he must not accept any distinction 
under false pretences. At that interview 
‘therefore he told Sir John Young that he 
had certain views in reference to the future 
us? of this country, believing that confedera- 
tion must lead to the independence of the 
country ;. that, that policy was that which 
was desired by the Imperial Government 
and would be promotive of the interests 
‘of this country also. He-stated that hold- 
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ing these opinions he did not feel himself 
at liberty to accept the gracious offer 
which had been made. His Excellency at 
his (Galt’s) request permitted him to put 
these views in writing He had certainly not 
expected to be required to make this state- 
ment, for he had left the letter in Mon- 
treal, but he pledged his word to the 
House that on his return from Montreal, 
where he wished to go when this debate 
was closed, he would place the letter be- 
fore the House, for he now thought, under _ 
the circumstances, it was important that 
its contents should be made known. He 
would say that in the letter he addressed 
to the Governor-General, he had said he 
considered the confederation of the Pro- 
vinces, as intended. by the Imperial policy, 
would lead to their ultimate separation 
from Great Britain. That was a policy, 
he thought, that would greatly tend to 
lessen complications between Great Britain 
and the United States. That it would 
tend to,remove a feeling of uneasiness in 
this country with regard to our position 
relatively with the United States in the 
unfortunate event of hostilities occurring. 
Also, that he did not suggest anything 
like an immediate separation of the coun- 
try, but thought that the connection 
should be maintained as long as it was 
compatible with our mutual interests ; but 
that it should be understood, or if possible 
expressed, that the people of this country 
would be called upon at some future time 
to legislate for themselves. He said there- 
fore, that holding these views, and reserving 
to himself the right to state them in public, 
he felt that he must not accept the distinc- 
tion that was offered to him, unless His 
Excellency would be pleased to convey . 
his (Galt’s) opinion to Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment, and that if he learned that Her 
Majesty’s Government would be pleased 
to confer the decoration, he would be ex- 
tremely grateful for it, and would accept 
it; but, that, if on the other hand, they 
felt there was anything in the views he en- 
tertained which ought to forbid its being 
conferred, he would accept the decision, 
and acquiesce in its propriety. He was 
not at liberty to give the words of the an- 
swer, but they could judge of its purport 
from the fact that the distinction was con- 
ferred. And, therefore, if there was any- 
thing in his position which was offensive to 
the loyalty of the hon. gentleman, all 
he could say was simply  this— 
that he stood on the same ground 
as the ministers of the Crown in Eng- 
land—(hear, hear)—and he was not afraid 
of the charge of disloyalty that had been 
made against him, charges which he knew 
would recoil upon those who had made 
them. He knew perfectly well what loyal- 
ty was, It was a man giving his best 
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_ taken is one in that direction. 


_ pendent existence. 
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and the progress of his country, (cheers), 
and it was not alone the mere expression 
of sentiment. He had devoted himself to 
the service of his country and would not 


allow reproaches to be cast upon him 


unanswered. He would like to say a word 
or two in extension of what he had said 
about the terms of the letter, which he 
was again to bring before the House. 
There were only three courses possible 
in this matter; one was the mainten- 


ance of the present connection ; another 
was independence, and the last 
was annexation. The Finance 


Minister had chosen to say that independ- 
ence and annexation were the same thing. 
He » (Galt), totally and entirely 
differed with him, and held the other 
position that those men who will continue 
to keep the public mind back from the 
contemplation‘ of our future independent 
national state, they are the men who 
will most surely drag the Colonies into 
the United States, (Opposition cheers 
and Ministerial laughter). Honourable 
gentlemen might laugh, and continue, 
no doubt, to laugh, butit was none the less 
true that the effect upon the public mind 
that they cannot 
exist unless they are touching the skirts 
of a great power for all time to come, 
will most surely lead to annexation when 
the connection with Great Britain is severed, 
as the connection with Great Britain will be 


severed, if the public mind is not educated 


to the point of believing that we can stand 
alone, He would now look at this question 
with reference to the interests of the British 
Empire. He would not enter into general 
discussion on that matter, but only with 
reference to one point, namely: the loy- 
alty we owe to that empire. Could any 
one look at the connection which exists 


‘between this country and Great Britain, 
.. without perceiving that itis a source of 


difficulty: to her statesmen, and at the 
same time, of danger to ourselves. Eng- 
lish statesmen were teaching us, for their 


_ actions spoke louder than their words, les- 


sons of selfreliance. Every step that is 
What did 


itallmean? Did it mean that they were 


>» teaching us that we were to continue for 


all time the connection, or did it not 
rather mean that they were gradually lead- 
ing us up from dependency to an inde- 
The great interests of 
the British Empire at the present time he 
took to be the building up of a British 
Empire on this continent independent of 
the United States. Ifshe could not suc- 
ceed in that, then it was perfectly clear 


that these Provinces would be 
ultimately absorbed by the United 
States. The effect of that absorption 


Hon. Sir A. T. Galt. 
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would be to make that Spallhty the first 
maritime power of the globe. Therefore 
he held that the policy of England was a 
Wise one. With a view to prevent this 


absorption the statesmen of England de- 
sired to teach us that we have a future | 


of our own, and induce us to keep sep- 
arate from’ that country, and thus pre- 
serve the balance of power. 
that was the wisest and only policy for 
British statesmen to adopt, and in not ac- 
cepting that policy, and helping to carry 
it out, as a matter of duty to the empire, 
weshould be really doing more to imperil 
the empire under which we’ live than by 
any other course we could take. He had 
never proposed, nor did not now, to take 
any action on the question of indepen- 
dence. It would not be wise to do so. 
He would vote against the motion for that 
purpose to-night, if it were brought up. 
He could not say when he would be pre- 
pared to vote fcr it. But it was a ques- 
tion for the future, and we_ should 
prepare for that future. He _ be- 
lieved that if independence were to take 
place immediately, it would precipitate 
us into the United States, (hear, hear.) 
But while he held that view, he also be- 
lieved that the day for independence would 
come, and unless we were prepared for it, 
unless our legislation be framed with that 
view, we would be found then in the same 


position as now, and being unprepared for 


separate political existence, we would have 
no choice with regard to our future. Con- 
federation was an act of Imperial as well 
as of Colonial policy. The intention of 
that Act, he believed, was to secure, by 
the union of all the scattered British North 
American Colonies, a united country of 
sufficient power, population and wealth, 
to be able to maintain itselfalone. That 
policy was to a certain extent carried 
out by the British North America Act, 
and his complaint against the Government 


was that they had not made use of the , 


prestige which Confederation gave them; 
that they had not been successful in 
their efforts to consolidate Confederation. 


They had not heard from Government any. 


line of future policy whatever (hear, 
hear). Nothing had been suggested by 
the Premier with reference to the future 
that is anticipated to arise from Coffedera- 
tion. If the legislation recommended by the 


Government had been successful, instead 


of being obliged to beg at the doors of 
New foundland and Prince Edward Island, 
they would have come and asked us to 
take them in. But the only result. of 
Confederation, so far, had been a simple 
change in the mode in which the legisla- 
tion of the country was conducted, That 

was not what the public at large expected 
from it. ‘The prestige which was given to 


He believed © 


* 
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this Government by the Act of Confedera- 
tion ought to have enabled the Govern- 
-_ ment todo more than they had done. It was 
__-— because they had done nothing, because he 
; saw no prospect in His Excellency’s Speech 
of our entering upon a new career, and 
p because he felt delay to be dangerous, that 
he complained of the course of the 
' Government. The explanations they had 
heard in this debate with reference to 
_ the fillmg up of the Cabinet, and the 
claims of individuals, indicated that the 
mind of the Premier, at least, was more 
devoted to the keeping up of the personnel 
of the Government than to the consider* 
' ation of great measures of public policy, 
~~ chear, hear.) He was very far from desir- 
ing to make these remarks in an offensive 
way tothe hon. gentleman, but no one 
could avoid seeing that where his whole 
attention was taken up in attempts to 
' preserve power, he could not give pro- 
per attention to the great interests in 
his hands. He would only repeat what he 
had said the other night, that holding the 
views he did, with regard to the future of 
ne this country, he regretted that he could 
vh not feel satisfied at the way the gentlemen 
at the head of public affairs were managing 
them. He regretted very much that dif- 
' fering with them on this matter, he found 
himself compelled to oppose them. With 
regard to the personal relations which had 
long existed between them, he trusted that 
his changed position towards them politi- 
cally would not impair these friendly per- 
sonal relations. 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE B. UARTIER said that 
the tone of the debate had proved that Con- 
federation had worked great improvements 

mires on the part of Lower Canada. He thanked 
God that Confederation had delivered 
them of the petty qnarrels between the 
representatives of different sections of 
politicians, He was gratified to find the 
confidence reposed in him, and congratu- 
lated the House on the patience with 
a which the Government had listened to the 
ie complaints put forward by the Western 
asi members as to the composition of the 
Government and the number of Liberal 
members in the Cabinet. The question 
was for thern to know whether they could 
depend on their fellow members to give 
them a majority by which to carry on the 
Government. It was not necessary that 
-,. they should have a majority in every Pro- 
vince, but of course a stronger majority 
ayy would be founded on a majority gained in 
Me this way. If the Western Province were 


: : prosperous, the other Maritime Provinces 
shared it, and they had no right to be 
-_ bumptious about it. The question of the 
day was whether the Government had 
: such a majority as to be enabled to carry 
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on its measures; but they did not require 
a@ majority in each Province, though the 
majority now commandéd by the Govern- 
ment was a majority from each Proyince. 
The question discussed by the Ontario 
representatives with regard to the compo- 
sition of the Cabinet, did not interest the 
representatives of the Maritime Provinces, 
among which he included Quebec. He was 
glad to see the member for Lambton in 
his seat, for they all respected his industry, 
his talents, and the cautious manner in 
which he spoke. He had, however, brought 
forward disagreements about the repre- 
sentations of the Reformers in the Cabinet. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—I did not bring it up 
as a grievance, butas a deception practicec 
upon Reformers at the elections in 1867. 
I wish the whole of you were Conser- 
vatives, and then we would have no diffi- 
culty. ; 


Tion. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
matter did not affect or interest the re- 
presentatives of the other Provinces. The 
hon. member for Lambton said that he 
wished to see them all Conservatives ; but 
let him try to get up a Liberal party. 
With regard to the charge of the want of 
success. in Confederation, and supporting 
it by the cases of Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island, and the North West, he 
would refer to those countries. With re- 
gard to Newfoundland, it had rejected the 
proposal; but the terms were not those of 
the Government but of the House. The 
House agreed to their proposed terms, and 
then they ceased to be their proposals ; 
and he was surprised to see that such in- 
telligent men as the members for Lamb- 
ton and Sherbrooke should found their 
charges upon such a foundation. He 
would tell the House that if they would be 
quiet, ina short time the terms would be 
accepted. . With regard to Prince Edward's 


Island, the Government had made certain 


proposals, but they did not like to do any- 
thing without the approval of Parliament. 
They had telegraphed the terms they should 
submit, and they had not yet received a 
reply. Theycould not force such powerful 
Provinces as Newfoundland and Prince Ed- 
ward’s Island to accept their terms, but 
they must wait. With regard tothe North 
West Territory, the proceedings adopted 
had not been the action simply of the 
Government, but had been adopted by the 
House. After the plans had been adopt- 
ed by Parliament the House was responsl- 
ble for them. He hoped his hon. friend 
did not object to that. The responsibility 
rested not upon the Government, but 
upon the Parliament which had passed it ; 
they had done all in their power to bring 
about the admission of the North West 
into Confederation. Je would admit that 


at the time the Confederation Act was dis- 
cussed in Quebec, and at the discussions on 
it they were not in possession of all the 
information that was desirable. The idea 
was that the Hudson Bay Company were 
not treating.the inhabitants kindly, and 
‘that they would enter the Union gladly 
but recent circumstances showed that the 
Government of the country was not as un- 
popular as it was represented. His own im- 
pression was that the population had be- 
come indifferentto it, and the late lamenta- 
ble circumstances proved that it was partly 
unpopular. Heregretted thathis own col- 
league was now to be addressed as an oppo- 
nent. Before he accepted the office he 
came to him (Sir George) and asked 
him whether he would support him. He 
promised him todo so, for he thought that 
he would have beena good Governor. He 
thought. now that he would have been a 
good Governor if he could have got into 
the country and could have explained to 
the settlers that the Government intended 
to do them no wrong. There could be no 


- doubt that the Scotch and English half- 


breeds did not find fault with what the 
French Canadian half-breeds were doing. 
It had been published in some papers that 
there was a conspiracy against his hon. 
friend, because a French Gouernor ought to 
be sent there, and that the Territory ought 
to be a second Quebec. He thought that 
these statements were the most wicked 
untruths that had ever been published. 
He had promised his friend his support, 
and he should not have been guilty of 
doing anything to give the least appearance 
of truth to such a wicked and mischievous 
untruth. The French Canadians were an 
impulsive race, and he thought it very 
wrong for a writer or a speaker to attempt 
to raise a disturbance in the Eastas well as 
in the West. ‘They were French Canadians, 
but they were also British subjects (chcers), 
and were as much British, even if not 
more so, than the British (cheers). He 
was a pure Frenchman, and he defied them 
to produce a more loyal man. Suppose 
that he was appointed to the Governor- 
ship, would his being a French Canadian 
make him unfit for that position? (No! 
no). SirG. E. Cartier then contrasted the 
liberality of the Provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec, and gave a stirring description of 


the loyalty of the old French inhabitants 


of the Province of Quebec. As to the in- 
habitants of the Red River, the French had 
gone there with their fathers, but some 
stupid fanatical papers had said there 
should be no Frenchmen there. At any 
rate there was no intention to send a 
French Government there ;, but still their 
paper had no right to speak of the French 
population as they had done. The Red 
River must be a Province like Quebec, On- 


Hon. Sir G. E. Carlier. 
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tario, Nova Scotia, or New Brunswick, but 
a Province for every race to settle in. 
He thanked God there were in Lower Can- 
ada 250,000 honest English speaking resi- 
dents ; and he and his co-nationalists only 
regretted that there were not double the 
number. At the last census there were 
80,000 French Canadians in Upper Canada. 
He hoped at the next census there would 
be 100,000 more (laughter), and he 
was convinced that the Upper Pro- 
vince would not be the worse tor this in- 
crease. ‘The address stated that the policy 
of conciliation would be adopted. 
was the case of Ireland, conquered hun. 
dreds of years ago, and the misgovern- 
ment there was only now about to be re- 
lieved by Protestant votes. We wanted no 
such state of things here—no country bap- 
tized in blood. The House and country 
ought to be thankful that the North West 


Territory would be annexed without a 


drop of blood being shed (hear hear).— 
The moderation of the half-breeds had 
been remarkable; and now they under- 
stood the policy of the Government was to 
be pacitic. He was afraid that Mr. Mac- 
dougall had been misled by some design- 
ing people in Red River. But papers 
would come before the House, and they 
would show the necessity of haying this 
unfortunate difficulty settled as ‘soon as 
possible. Some papers asserted that Bishop 
ache had encouraged the movement. He 
had the authority of Bishop Tache to deny 
it in toto. Some days before bishop Tache 
left for Rome in December last, Bishop 
Tache was informed that Mr. Macdougall 
was to come. ‘The Bishop wrote to the 
College of St. Boniface, to the nuns in the 
convent there,telling them to welcome Mr. 
Macdougall. The nuns having the little 
children under thei control, were prepar- 
ed to receive him by singing the National 
Anthem. As to the remarks which Mr. 
Mackenzie had made as to the militia he 
(Sir George) could inform him that there 
were enrolled in Lower Canada 43,000 


men, or 3,000 beyond the quota. 
There was, also an excess. ‘over 
the quota in Ontario, New 
Brunswick, and Nova Scotia. There 


had been strictures as to the success of 
Confederation, but could it be denied that 
the Nova Scotian’s difficulty defacto had 
been settled. Itwas well after all that the 
Constitutional Act of Confederation had 
been tested in Nova Scotia. There the 
Local Parliament was against the Domin- 
ion Government, but still it could not im- 
pede the whole of Confederation. By the 
action of the last Parliament giving justice 
to Nova Scotia the cause of Confederation 
had been vastly strengthened. Sir A. T. 


Galt had accused the Government of slow- 


ness in carrying out Confederation; but 
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The Senate 
New Jersey and Rhode Island had been for 
years out of the American Union. Let Sir 
A. T. Galt, whois so greatan admirer of 


American institutions, give the Dominion 
the same time for the work of Confeder- 


-ation.. The work of incorporating Red 


River, Newfoundland and Prince Edward’s 
Island would be completed before our 
American neighbors had settled their 
difficulties. The Hon. Mr. Huntington 


had taken part in a meeting in the Eastern | 
Townships, called for the discussion of In. | 
dependence, but luckily the member for 


Mississquoi (Mr. Chamberlin) was there 
and opposed him. The result was that 


Mr. Huntington did not try to hold 
a meeting of the same kind 
anywhere clse in Lower Canada, 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, the ques- 
tion of Confederation was an old one, start- 
ed by Sir A. T. Galt in 1858, seized on, and 
adopted by Sir G. Cartier, and soon after 
introduced intoaspeech from the Throne. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 


Government had real work to do 
to incorporate the different _Pro- 
vinces; but the. ~<Hon. | Mr.., ,Hun- 


tington had found it easier work to gét up 
an agitation. He did not blame any one 
who cherished ideas about ‘ Indepen- 
dence ;’ ’but in England, amongst some of 
the public men and writers, there was an 


erroneous idea as to ‘ Independence.” 


There had sprung up there an abominable 
school of ‘politicians, who would measure 


the greatness of England by estimating the 


savings of a few thousands a year. But. if 
there were diseaséd parts in the body poli- 
tic of England, let them show that they at 
heart, as members of the Empire, were 
healthy, and let them show it by pronoun- 
cing that we have'no desire for ‘ Indepen- 
dence.’’ (Cheers). 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the 
Minister of Militia confounded the theory 
of Confederation with its practical working. 
The Confederation question had been of 
slow growth. It was first proposed years 
ago by the member for Sherbrooke, who 
stood alone in the matter, and it was only 
when it was likely to be successful that 
the scheme was taken up bythe Minister 
of Militia and a coalition formed to carry 
it. Judging from analogy he had little 
doubt that before long Cartier would make 
the independence question his own and 
earn great credit by carrying out other 
men’s ideas, as he had done before. 


Tion. Sir G. E. CARTIER said the agitation 
now at all events was very slow. England 
was the centre of the British system. If 
there was any disease of the heart, let 
Canada prove herself sound and show her- 
self determined to maintain the connection 
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in spite of anything which might be ut- 
tered by any British Radical (cheers), 
The fifth to the ninth paragraphs were 
adopted. On the reading of the tenth, 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved the adjourn- 
ment of the House, and after remarks 
from some of the members the House ad- 


Gallery. 


journed at 11:35, 


SENATE. 
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Orrawa, February 870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the ap- 
pointment of the Standing Committee. 


Hon Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
called attention to the inadequate accom- 
modation afforded to members of the Sen- 
ate in the gallery of the other House. 
The space set apart for Senators was, he - 
said, often taken up by persons who had 
no right to be there, to the exclusion and 
inconvenience of Senators. He presumed 
that these persons were connected with 
respectable families, but still he felt 
bound to protest against their being ad- 
mitted to the space specially set apart for 
Senators. And besides this, he did not 


think that the place provided for Senators 


was suitable, for there was the utmost dif- 
ficulty in hearing the debates, and it was 
very important for members of that House 
(the Senate) to hear what was going on in 
the other branch. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he had 
no doubt the Speaker of the other House 
had every disposition to afford members 
of the Senate the best accommodation. 
It would not, however, in his opinion, be 
possible to get better accommoda- 
tion than they possessed, unless they 
got the  Speaker’s gallery. The 
matter relating to the admission of stran- 
gers in the Senators’ gallery, was in the 
hands of the Senators themselves, who if 
they so choose, could have strangers ex 
cluded. He thought it advisable that the 
best use should be made of their present 
accommodation ; but,he could promise that 
the Government and the Speaker (Senate) 
would use every effort to secure a more 
convenient place. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT Had once taking 
an active part in an agitation to obtain 
better accommodation for Senators,and the 
resultofthe agitation was, that they were 
deprived of one half of their space, and 
that the best half. He thought it would 
be best to let well alone. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN said, as we followed 
English precedent to a great extent, he 
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thought it should be followed in the mat- 
ter before the House. 
were in the enjoyment of the best part of 
the House of Commons, set apart for non- 
members, and he thought the same con- 
sideration should be shewn to Senators 
by the Canadian Commons. 


After remarks from other members the 
matter was dropped. 


FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS. 


~ Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill—an <Act.respecting 


Fishing by Foreign Vessels. He explained 


that the object of the Bill was to amend 
a former Act, so that foreign vessels 
visiting our fishing waterscould be more 
effectually warned, if without licenses. 


DISTRESSED MARINERS, 


The House then went into committee 
on the Bill—an Act respecting the relief of 
distressed mariners—Hon. Mr. ANDER- 
SON in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY pointed out an an- 
omaly in the Bill, wherein vessels from the 
Province of Ontario are exempted from 
taxation at some of the lower ports. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that these ves- 
sels were exempted by the present law, 
but, as througha decision of a court in 
Quebec, some doubts had arisen as to the 


_ true intent of the law, it had been thought 
advisable to clear up the doubts. . 


The 


-, mariners of Ontario were clearly exempt, 


\ ¥ 


I. > 
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_ from the operation of a tax. 


in justice, from taxation, for they were a 
‘class which did not, as a rule, claim the 
benefit of the hospitals for seamen in the 
lower ports. They were chiefly farmers’ 
sons, who, in case ofaccident, went to their 
own homes, and not to public hospitals. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY would not enter into 
the general question. The Bill was evi- 


- dently framed on the presumption that 
_ there were several Provinces, 


one of them should be specially exempted 
Now, there 
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‘should not be required from Ontario mari- 
ners as from those of the Lower Provinces; 


and this, he contended, was an illustra-, 


tion of the unavoidability of distinctions. 
While Ontario mariners were exempted 
from the payment of the tax for the sup- 

ort of hospitals, they were, on the other 
Basal debarred from enjoying the advyan- 


tages of those hospitals. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY, while conceding 
there might be some necessity for the Bill, 
thought it was advisable to refrain from 
creating distinctions between the several 
Provinces. 

After some further remarks from Hons. 
Messrs. Dickey and r SARA the Bill was 
reported. 


COASTING TRADE. 


The House then went in committee on 
the Bill respecting the coasting trade— 


Hon. Mr. Shaw in the chair. 
In reply to a question from an hon. 
member, 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the object of 
the Bill was to continue the same privi- 
leges and the same restrictions that had 
been in force the last twenty years. It 
might be asked, then why legislate? Sim- 
ply because the legislature of the Imperial 
Parliament had rendered it necessary. 
By that legislation our coasting trade 
would be open to the whole world, unless 
we ourselves legislate in the matter. He 
would state that it was not the intention 
of the Government to throw open our 
coasting trade to other nations, unless they 
should reciprocate with us. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said, while he ap- 
proved of the general principle of free 
trade, still, he thought, that we, a small 
country, could not afford to carry it out in 
competition with larger countries. He 
was willing to concede to the United States 
just what they conceded to us, and no 
more. 


The Committee rose and reported. 
The House then, at five o'clock, ad- 


“was an important principle involved in | journed. 


this. Weshould aim to build up a Do- 
minion, and endeavour tosink all proyin- 


cial distinctions. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELLL admitted the im- 


portance of sinking all unnecessary dis- 


tinctions ; but it was utterly impossible to 
avoid perpetuating some. ‘There were 
different systems, different laws, and pecu- 


- liar interests in the several Provinces, and 


these were to be respected. He referred 
_to a Bill before the House last session, re- 
specting qualifications of master mariners, 


the principle of which was assented to by 


the House—that the same qualifications 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Ortawa, February 22, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o'clock. 


THE ADDRESS. 


Hon. Sir A. T, GALT said before the orders 
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of the day were called, he wished to correct 
a mis-statement that appeared in a sum- 
mary report of his speech last night in the 
Ottawa Toms. <As this article would go to 
the public in advance of the full report, 
he thought it necessary to correct it. The 
statement to which he alluded was this: 
“Independence is to lead to annexation 
is the opinion of Sir Alexander Tilloch 
Galt, while Confederation is only the fore- 
runner of independence.’ This was not 
in any respect what he had said. What 
he said was that unless the country was 
prepared for independence, annexation 
would follow. He did not say, by any 
means, that independence would lead to 
annexation, but, on the contrary, he. be- 
lieved it was the only mode by which. we 
could , ultimately escape annexation. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT resumed the debate 
on the Address. He would say at the out- 
setthat with respect to the financial fu- 
ture of the country he took, avery hope- 
ful view. Inview ofthe rapid increase 
of the public and private wealth of the 
country there was no cause for alarm. 
At the same time we had great need to be 
careful. This country was in the position 
of a man suddenly called to a great estate. 
but little developed, and, in proportion to 
his immediate means, very heavily encum- 
bered. Any one who would examine the 
public accounts for the last few years 
would see that deducting the amount of 
our sinking fund, interest on public debt, 
subsidies to Provinces, and other expenses, 
such is a collection of revenue, the mar- 
gin at our disposal to carry on the ordi- 
nary services of the country, and the ne- 
cessary public improvements, scarcely ex- 
ceeded a million pounds sterling. It 
would be obvious that this was a small 
amount, when itis borne in mind thata 


reduction of ten per cent., last year, on-our. 


gross revenue reduced our net income one- 
third, and it would be seen that great 
eare Was necessary in the management 


of the finances. Such a_ position 
statesmen should not be found in 
twice. When we further remembered 


that we had the Intercolonial Railway 
and the Red River difficulty on hands, 
the necessity of economy in the public 
service would be all the more apparent, 
even allowing for ordinary natural increase 
of revenue. Besides it was impossible, for us 
in our present position, not to carry on con- 
siderable public works; and though these 
public works be of great benefit to the 
country, like these already constructed, 
they would not be immediately productive. 
Add to all this necessity, in view of the re- 
moval of the British troops from this coun- 
try, the keeping up some kind of troops 
in their stead. From all these things it 
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would be seen that it was a matter of the 
greatest importance, who had the control 
of the finances of the country. So much 
Importance did he attach to this point 
that he would accept the challenge of the 
Minister of Finance, and assure him that 
if he was able to serve his country well in . 
this matter he might certainly command 
his (Mr. Cartwright’s), support. It was now 
that we were beginning to reap the bitter 
fruits of past extravagance. How infinitely 


would the chances of confederation 
be enhanced if we could have entered 
upon it with a debt of sixty or seventy 


millions, instead of about one hundred 
millions. He would not say who was re- 
sponsible for the extravagances during the 
period between 1851 and 1861, but no one 
would deny that the resources of the coun- 
try were squandered at that time. Iedid 
not doubt the success of Confederation, 
but if there was anything that would en- 
danger it, it would be the extravagant and 
careless administration of the tinances. 
There were two views for him, as a Con- 
servative, to take with reference to the 
extravagance of the past—cither to blame 
the Minster of Justice at the expense of 
the Finance Minister, or the Finance Min- 
ister at the expense of the Minister of 
Justice; or condemn both of them. He 
saw his way clearly enough, consistently 
to condemn both, but not acquit both. 
The Minister of Finance claimed to be the 
leader of the Reform party, what proof had 
he for that claim? Not a single gentle- 
man froma Reform constituency had ac- 
knowledged him as the leader of that 
party. How then did he receive his ap- 
pointment; on account of his being a dis- 
tinguished leader of the Reform party? 
The Minister of Finance had attempted to 
justify the coalition of 1854 by the coalition 
of 1864; but there was no analogy between 
the two cases. The latter coalition was . 
to accomplish a great national object, and 
to overcome obstacles, otherwise insur- 
mountable; no such reasons existed in the 
former case. It was hardly fair to ask 
them to forget the antecedents of the Min. 
ister of Finance; but at the same time, if 
he was the most available man for the post, 
he ought to have it. But, in view of his 
past career, he (Mr. Cartwright) doubt- 


ed very much the statement that 
he was the most available and 
fit man’ for that important position. 


The position of himself and his Conserva- 
tive friends was then, that they believed 
that after having asserted that the financial 
deficiencies of the country during a long 
period had arisen under the admi- 
nistration of the Minister of Finance, 
it would be most unfair to ask them 
to swallow all they had said, and _ ac- 
knowledge that he was at present the best 
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or else it meant nothing at all. The hon- | 
ourable gentleman hada Rip-Van-Winkle- 
life sleep for fifteen years, and then | 
on his awakening, spoke of matters that had 
occurred in 1836—they might as well have 
' been in 1736—(laughter) and imagined 
that he was still the leader of the Reform 
party. But he (Mr. Huntington) had in- 
tended to leave the treatment of the hon. 
gentleman to those who were sitting 
opposite him, but he could not sit silent 
and hear himself singled out as a member 
of this Parliament who was allied with the 
Fenians for the purpose of subverting the 
Government and the interests of the coun- 
try. He wasone of those who, in his early 
_ boyhood, admired the hon. gentleman for 
his services to the Reform party, and he 
had come to the House regretting that he 
(Sir Francis) had made a mistake, and de- 
termined that he would not by any act or 
word of his do anything to annoy one whom 
he regarded rather as a reminiscence than 
a reality (laughter) ; but when he was him- 
self singled out as one who must be ruled 
down, he could sit still no longer. But 
he would tell. the honourable gentleman 
that in making these remarks he 
was only taking up the = gauntlet 
which he (Sir Francis) had thrown down. 
He was forcibly reminded, by the position 
in which some of the members of the 
House must find themselves, of a story he 
once read, written, he thought, by Mark 
Twain, and suggested by Mrs. Stowe’s 
Byronic revelations. He wished he had it 
with him as it was so apropos. It was 
about aman, a native of a western city, 
who was represented as being in a com- 
plete state of demoralization. He was ina 
frightful state of mind. His neighbors 
asked him what was the matter with him. 
Had he lost his wife? Had his business 
failed him? No, it was neither of these 
calamities. But he had discovered that 
his father was his uncle and his mother 
was his aunt (great laughter). The hon. 
gentleman would excuse him if he did not 
carry the parallel further, but he must say 
that there seemed to be amystery sur- 
rounding the present state of affairs equal 
to that which troubled the poor man of the 
story. The hon. gentleman had once been 
a distinguished member and an ornament of 
the Reform party. He (Mr. Huntington) 
was one of those who had felt a sincere 
pride in the course of that gentle- 
man in those days when he 
was working with Baldwin and Lafontaine, 
those good men who are passed away. He 
was then entitled to esteem and respect, 
but when he (Mr. Huntington) found him 
coming back to this country and allowing 
himself to be elected the leader of the Re- 
form party by the gentleman who now is 
nt the head of the government, he would 


My, Cartwright. 
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ask if some of that esteem for the hon. 
gentleman was not now lost. 
began to feel that he had lost some of the 
respect he had felt for the statesman of 
long, long years ago, in the politician of 
to-day. The hon. gentleman had himself 


once been the victim of the cry of dis- | 


loyalty—chear, hear)—and he (Mr. Hunt- 
ington) was not prepared to say whether 
his record was a clear one or not, but if he 
(Mr. Huntington) had then been in a posi- 
tion to ask the opinion of the member for 
Kingston, he would have been told that his 
loyalty was of a very fishy kind, (laugh- 
ter). There was a sadness that came over 
him when he reflected upon the decaying 
sort of loyalty that appeared to be felt by 
some of the members of the Reform party. 
When they changed their seats from one 
side of the House to the other—when they 
placed their hands on their bosoms, and 
rolling up their eyes, declaimed about their 
loyalty. He was very sorry to hear 
the honourable Finance Minister descend 
to such a mode of argument. That honour- 
able gentleman was very fond of quoting 
English precedent, but he (Mr. Hunting- 
ton), presumed it had been a long, time 
since the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
had found it necessary to appeal for the 
support of the members of the Imperial 
House by saying that he was more loyal 
than his opponents. Perhaps the honour- 
able gentleman would also state to the 
House his precedent for the issue of a 
circular by a member of the Government 
disclaiming two of the members of the 
House whom he considered disloyal. He 
regretted the position of affairs very much. 
There had bcen vast progress in the coun- 
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He, himself, 


try for the last twenty years, and it requir- © 


ed something more than the old cry of 
loyalty which served the Tories so well in 
times past. The honourable gentleman 
must be able to show the House that he 
had measures to bring down that were for 
the material interest of the country, that 
his administration is to be an active, and 
progressive one. The cry of loyalty 
would not serve him. Why the people of 
this country are all loyal f[fapplause.] 
They have an intelligent and progressive 
spirit of loyalty, [cheers] and cannot be 
deluded by the false cries of loyalty raised 
by the trickery of political tricksters whom 
they despised. Who among the Reform 
party would have believed twenty years 
ago that the gentleman who occupied that 
seat would come back aftera long service 
in foreign parts, and degrade the traditions 
of his party, and insult the intelligence of 
the country by a miserable appeal, such as 
he had inflicted upon the House and the 
country. He (Mr. Huntington) felt a little 
sensitive about this old cry of loyalty. 


The 


man for the office. This was particularly 
the case when they regarded the ‘part 
taken in former years by the Minister of 
Justice in denouncing the Finance Minis-— 
ter. He would like to make a few re- 
marks on the speech of the member for 
Cumberland. He wassorry for the violent 
attack that gentleman had made on the 
member for Sherbrooke, and thought that 
if he was so devoted tothe cause as he 
professed to be, he would have preferred 
to have made the attack last session rather 
than this. He thought the attack very 
injudicious and unfortunate, and it was 
still more so to bring up the correspon- 


“dence which had taken place between the 


member for Sherbrooke and the Minister 


- of Militia, in relation to the offer to him 


of the position of Finance Minister, com- 
pelling the member for Sherbrooke to give 
the statements of the facts, which he had 
done. Every member of the House knew 
that the position of that gentleman had 
been misconstrued, and ‘it was not desi- 
rable that questions of this kind should be 
stirred just now. Ie (Cartwright) had en- 
tered heartily into the scheme of Con- 
federation because he believed it to be 
the only real means of escape from annexa- 
tion. His honourable friend (Galt), had 
stated openly to the British Government 
the course he intended to take,and they had 
no hesitation in conferring on him the 
honour with which he was now decorated. 
The production of the correspondence, 
therefore, could be of no service to the 
country. These attacks by one honourable 
gentleman on another were most unfortu- 
nate. Hedid not venture to predict the 
course of events, but the member for 
Cumberland might yet, to judge by what 
had taken place already, be found sitting 
at the same Council table and sharing in 
discussions on public policy with the gen- 
tleman whom he had been attacking, and 
it would be unfortunate should the mem- 
ber for Cumberland find that by these at- 


tacks he had been preparing a stick for his 


own back. One argument for supporting the 
Finance Minister was brought up by the 
Member for Cumberland. in his own 
example with respect to the Secretary 
for the Provinces. When the Finance 
Minister could show that he held 


~@& power in any of the Provinces, and 


rallied round him a reasonable following, 
then he should say to the Minister of 
Justice that he had been justified in calling 
him into the Cabinet and asking them to 
follow him. But he could conceive of no- 


thing likely to do more harm to the cause 


of Confederation than to be compelled to 
vote for every bad measure under penalty 
of being declared enemies to Confedera- 
tion (hear, hear). So far as the other ap- 
bomtments were concerned they com- 
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mended themselves to his mind, and if he 
had hesitated to express his opinion of the 
Minister of Inland Revenue because from 
the long and close friendship which had 
existed between them it would be almost 
like praisng himself to praise him. If he 
remained long in the Government his 
abilities and talents would be acknow- 
ledged by the country. His opposition 
to the Finance Minister would appear, no 
doubt, to be of a personal character. 
There was no want of pluck and _ ability 
about the Finance Minister or he 
would never have filled his present 
position, and it was possibly a proof 
of his hardihood that he had re- 
turned here. But the abilityfof any man 
would be tasked to the uttermost to fill 
the office properly; and he could not re- 
concile to his mind the action of the Minis- 
ter of Justice, and he could no longer 
remain a supporter of the Government. 
He thought he would be in a better posi- 
tion to criticise their actions as an inde- 
pendent member, for unless prepared to 
fully support his criticisms by his votes in 
the House, the criticism of a Government 
supporter must be confined to private re- 
presentations. But he would not givea 
factious opposition. If the Finance Min- 
ister can bring such a scheme of finance 
and taxation as will meet the exigencies of 
the country, he would not be prepared to 
throw any obstacles in his way. If he can 
prove by his future course that he has _ re- 
pented of his past errors, and_ fills the po- 
sition worthily, and should rally round him 
a reasonable section of the Reform party, 
then he might receive his support, but he 


‘did not expect he would be able to give it, 


and could only watch and wait. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, that but 
for the extraordinary remarks of the Min- 
ister of Finance and the Minister of Militia, 
he would have avoided any further re- 
marks on the debate that was going on. 
When he saw the progress of the discussion 
he found a difficulty in believing his own 
identity. He could hardly make hinself 
believe that the honourable gentleman op- 
posite had come to this country and been 
elected by the Minister of Justice leader 
of the Reform party, and although he had 
seen some extraordinary things done lately 
he was not prepared to say that the election 
was an illegitimate one. He would relieve 
the honourable gentleman’s mind from any 
idea that he was going to speak of any 
private conversation, because he had had 
no private conversation with the hon. 
gentleman, but there had been issued to 
the public an address to the members 
of the Reform party, which meant that 
the hon. gentleman assumed to have 
the right to address them as their leader, 


' purposes to serve their own ends. 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Hear, 
hear. 

Iion. Mr. HUNTINGTON repeated that 
he felt sensitive about it, because it seemed 
to have been the fashion last evening to 
throw out hints and suspicions of this na- 
ture, and he would shortly make some re- 
ply to them. But what had the Minister 
of Finance made out by this appeal for the 
Reform leadership. He had stated in it 
that there was a powerful organization in 
the United States, a land which had al- 
ready given us some trouble, and that he 
found people in this country who were 
troublesome. When the member for Cha- 
teauguay insisted that he should give par- 
ticulars, he (Sir I’. Hincks) stated that some 
persons had been making representations 
to Washington, and when again pressed 
for names he had said that they were in 
British Columbia. Was the hon. gentle- 
man repesenting or legislating for British 
Columbia? It was not men like him (Mr. 
Jtuntington) who caused the trouble. It 
was men who, like himself (Sir F. Hincks), 
were rais.ng the cry of loyalty for selfish 
The 

ery raised by the gentleman opposite at 
the last elections, had led to the belief in 
Washington that half the people in this 
country were desirous of annexation. It 
was they who caused the incursions by 
the Fenians, who came here expecting that 
they would be received with open arms. 
Instead of that, the people rose to a man 
to defend the country. Had the Fenians 
known this they would have gathered 
comfort from it. But while he held that 
- the Hon. Finance Minister was guilty ofan 
unpardonable and unpatriotic offence in 
making such statements in his circular re- 
ferring to this disaffection, he regretted to 
say that he was guilty of a still greater of- 
fence, not against public policy, but against 
the amenities which prevail between gen- 
tlemen in private life. The hon. gentleman, 
in his speech last night, spoke about the 
remarks and observations which had been 
made to him by a private gentleman in 
private conversation, and he had named 
that gentleman—Hon. John Young. This 
was done for the sole purpose of fasten- 
ing upon him (Mr. Huntington) a charge of 
disloyalty, and for this unworthy, unpatri- 
otic, unstatesmanlike, disgraceful, and 
false purpose, the hon. gentleman had 
stated that the Hon. John Young had 
acted with him [Mr. Huntington] and had 
said in private conversation that indepen- 
dence was to be the beginning, the first 
step, and was intended to lead to annexa- 
tion. Now, who was the Hon. John 
Young? He was one of the most estima- 
ble gentlemen in this country [hear, hear], 
and was free in confiding his opinions to 
his friends, and he had no doubt would 


Hon. Mr. Huntington. 
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freely express his opinions to his old po- 
litical leader. Hon. gentlemen must 
bear in mind that the Hon. Finance Min- 
ister did not come back to this country as 
a politician, but to spend a quiet leisure 
amid the scenes of his early success. 
The Hon. John Young had been an old 


friend and colleague of the honourable 


Finance Minister, who had been under 
deep obligations to him for his suppport, 
and had probably expressed his opinions 
when they met again. But he [Mr. Hunt- 
ington] maintained that it was a very 
small advantage to take to repeat a 
conversation which had passed at a 
dinner table between private gentlemen, 
and if that had been done in England 
by any member of a club or society, 
he would be read out fhear, hear], as 
unfit to be trusted with the confidences 
which prevail between gentlemen. It might 
have been the ‘practice to beso unscru- 
pulous in former days, when the Hon. 
Finance Minister was in this country. 
but he was now setting the House 
a bad example. Differing broadly as he 
did with gentlemen on the other side of 
the House upon questions of importance 
to the country, he would never betray 
their confidence,by repeating their private 
conversation. Supposing the honourable 
member for Sherbrooke, who had delivered 
such a masterly speech last night, and 
had been Finance Minister formerly, took 


the same liberty with the proprieties that: 


the present Finance Minister did, and 
revealed all secrets with which he had 
been entrusted while he was in the House, 
it would be extremely embarrassing to 
the Government with which he had been 
associated. The law had discussed that 
subject and had held that a man’s 
private correspondence, was aman’s private 
property, and: it was highly improper to 
publish it, and it could not be employed 
in any matter except through the judi- 
cial machinery of the Courts. If the 
honourable gentleman had taken a private 
letter of the honourable John Young, 
he [Hon. John Young] might have had 
some redress, but he had _ retailed 
private conversation, or his impression of 
a conversation Which had taken place some 
time ago. It would be found that the 
Hon. Mr. Young had not been understood 
in the sense he intended. He believed the 
Hon. Finance Minister had misunderstood 
Mr. Young, but he had also outraged private 
confidence and his action was a disgrace to 
his position and to this House. But sup- 
posing the Hon. John Young had said that 


‘independence in his opinion was a moye- 


ment established for the purpose of con- 


tributing to annexation, he did not see 


how, as far as he (Mr. Huntington) was con- 


cerned, he was to be charged with annexa- _ 
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tionism. He was not in favour of annexa. 
tion of this country to the United States. 
He had taken the opportunity of express- 
ing his views upon this grave question, at 


a more embarrassing time than the present 
moment, and he must say he fully con- 
curred. with the views so eloquently 


_ expressed by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke, that independence would be an 


antidote for annexation that might other- 
wise result. Ue had taken occasion to 
discuss this subject largely in speeches in 
public and before his constituents, and his 
whole argument hinged upon the doctrine 
that annexation was not desirable, and 
that independence might be the means of | 
averting it. He claimed that he had done 
more than the hon. gentleman who had 
attacked him. in so direct and. outrageous 
amanner. He had spoken before one of 
the most wealthy und intelligent bodies of 
men in the United States ata public din- 
ner upon the subject of the international 
relations between the two countries, and 


he had told that assembly of politicians, 


and merchants, and capitalists, the reasons 
which led him to beheve that it would not 
be for the true interests of that country to 
absorb these great British possessions 
under one flag. He was not going to 


- repeat hisarguments, but the assembly had 


completely endorsed his views, though 
they had never heard them placed before 
them in such a way before. With this new 
phase of the Canadian question thus pre- 
sented before them, they said that.all they 
wanted was trade and intercommunication 
with Canada, and did not want to interfere 


_ with us—and believed, no doubt, that such 


a. course would be best for both coun- 
tries. He had spoken of this in order to 
show that he had not insinuated his views, 
but that he had expressed them freely in 
Being a native of this country and . 
having been here since the absence of the 
Hon. Minister of Finance, and having de- 


yoted himself somewhat to the considera- 


tion of the public questions of the day, he 
had a right to express his opinion, and it 
was not right to attempt to drive him out of 
the Reform party, and he (Sir F. Hincks) 
dared not do it. He wished to make an 
observation in relation to the convenient 
iuformation the Government got from 
Washington. He could not vouch for its 


truth, but he had heard that the Gov- 


ernment had agents kept at Washington 
for the purpose of supplying them with in- 
formation, and these agents got up infor- 


mation of a nature to blast the reputation 


of public men in Canada. He hardly be- 
lieved his hon. friend, the leader of the 
Government, would condescen1 to such a 
course; but after what he had seen last 
night of the Hon. Minister of Finance, he 


would not be surprised if he availed 
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himself of the services of agents who 
were said to bein the service of Canada 
at Washington, but were really looking 
out for their own interests. He would 
now make a few observations with respect 
to his hon. friend the Minister of Militia. 
That hon. gentleman had made remarks 
in. strange contrast to those of the Hon- 
ourable Minister of Finance. He did not 
seem to have any particular desire to 
murder anybody (laughter). He wasnever 
hungry or bloodthirsty; he believed the 
soil was rich enough and the country wide 
enough for everybody to live in, and ad- 
mitted that every man besides must haye 
a right to maintain his own opinions. 
While he complimented the Hon. Minister 
of Militiaupon the statesmanlike and gen- 
tlemanly tone in which he had spoken, he 
had misconstrued some of his (Mr. Hunting- 
ton’s) expressions, and stated some things 
which were not true. THe would first refer 
to the relations between the Hon. Finance 
Minister and the Hon. Minister of Militia. 
By one of those strange coincidences, 
which Providence sometimes permits to 
happen, the Hon. Finance Minister had 
been afforded an opportunity of looking 
at the correspondence which occurred be- 
tween the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
and the Government in relation to his 
acceptance of office, and that correspon- 
dence contained an expression that the 
Government would be a unit in resisting 
any attempt at making a movement in 
favor of independence. He complimented 
the hon. member for Cumberland (Hon. Dr. 
Tupper) who had with grave dignity read 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke out of his 
party. But the Hon. Minister of Militia on 
whose breath the government could be 
turned out, had in his statesmanlike speech 
said that he had no objection to the views 
of the hon. member for Sherbrooke on the 
subject of independence, though he did 
not want to place that gentleman in a 
position favourable to any movement— 
Fenian movement he might say—towards 
independence. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he did 
not expect any Fenian movement on the 
part of the hon. member ; as for the Fenians, 
his volunteers would take care of them. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said the hon. 
Minister of Militia had said the subject of 
independence should not be taken up by 
this Parliament, and apart from that he 
would be delighted to have the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke for his colleague. He 
would ask the Hon. Finance Minister and 
the hon. member for Cumberland, if he 
was to be ruined and degraded because he 
had expressed an independent opinion. 
The member for Cumberland had attempted 
to make a gulf between the hon, member for 
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Sherbrooke and his parity. He (Mr. Hunt- 
ington) went on to charge the Government 
with slowness in proceeding with Confedera- 
tion. He had not been an ardent confeder- 
ationist, but he had accepted it and become 
anxious for its success, but the Government 
had not adopted measures for Confedera- 
tion in Nova Scotia and the North West, 
which the exigencies of the public service 
demanded. He had been aware a year or 
two ago, that disaffection existed at Red 
River among the half-breeds, and that they 
were afraid Canada was about to absorb 
their lands. He had been told that depu- 
tations had heen sent to Fort Garry, to de- 
mand from the Governor an explanation, 
in order to knowif their Territory was to 
be ceded to Canada. Hedid not know 
how much truth there was in all this, but 
he considered that itsurely must have come 
to the ear of the Government. The hon. 
member for Cumberland had visited the 
country, and had ascertained in four days 
what the government did not know before 
that time, that there was disaffection, and 
he almost sympathized with the insurgents 
on account of the faimess and justness of 
the Bill of Rights which they had formu- 
lated. Referring to the Hon. Secretary of 
State, then President of the Council, he 
spoke of his affection. for the people of 
Red River, and his gallantry in repelling 
aspersions upon the fairer portion of the 
population of that country,—(aughter)— 
but considered that his presence there was 
an inducement for the, people to hold out 
in theirdemands. He went on to depre- 
eate any cries of disloyalty, and said he 
would not enter upon the subject. He had 
no intention of making a movement in the 
House on the subject of independence, 
and had advised his friends that it would 
be improper and unwise to introduce a 
petition to Parliament. upon that subject. 
He had expressed this opinion before, with- 
out compromising his honourable friends 
-onhis right or on his left. He had thought 
the grave question of colonial relations, 
was a fair one for discussion in this 
country, as it was discussed on the other 
side of the Atlantic. He had studied and 
discussed this question in a political sense, 
and as an oratorand essayist. It had been 
widely discussed in England, and had 
called out an authoritative declaration that 
colonies, and Canada, when they wanted 
to go might do it, and the Imperial Gov- 
ernment would place no obstructions in 


. . } 
the way. He maintained that aman ought | 


not to be ostracised because he favored 
independence, The Hon. Finance Minis- 
ter was the apostle of perpetual connec. 
tion, of perpetual colonial inferiority, but 
the time would come when independence 
would be a _ practical movement. Some 
parties in England—among them the 


Hon. Mr. Huntington: 
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Tory ‘Standard ’’-have recently asserted 
that the colonies had too much freedom, 
and that the British Parliament ought to 
regulate the tariff and other matters, 80 


as to bring them more in consonance with 
that of the Empire. 
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perpetual unity, and for the restricting, and 
the taking away of some of the privileges 
for which he had fought in the olden time ? 
Heearnestly desired the success of Con- 
federation, but thought the only way in 


which Canada could become a great coun- - 


try, was when she gained her place among 
the nations of the earth, and then he pre- 
dicted for her a glorious future. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he would 
detain the House only a few minutes, in re- 
ply to the extraordinary personal ‘attack 
that had been made upon him by the 
member for Shefford. It was very unfair 


to charge him with having introduced this 


discussion. It was introduced by the 
member for Lambton, who had thought 
proper to makea private and confidential 
letter of his a subject of discussion in this 
House. He (Sir Francis) had been blamed 
for referring to a private conversation, but 
itshould not be forgotten that the whole of 
this discussion arose from previous refer- 
ence to his confidential circular. The hon. 
gentleman had charged him with putting 
himself forward as leader of the Reform 
party. He had done nothing of the kind. 
No doubt the Premier had considered he 
might have some influence with Reform- 
vs from Upper Canada, tvith whom he had 
formerly acted, but he never attempted to 
occupy the position of rival or leader in 
the Government. They hoped to be able 
to bring down a thoroughly Canadian 
national policy, which would command 
the support ngt only of Reformers, 
but of all the Provinces. He had been 
charged with repeating private conversa- 
tions, but the gentleman who had that 
conversation with him, was not a private 
individual. Mr. Young wasa gentleman 
who took a very prominent part in public 
affairs; was formerly member of Parlia- 


ment, and had attended Independence 
meetings with the member for Shefford. 


The member for Lambton stated very posi- 
tively that there wes no such thing as 
annexation sentiments in the country. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I say so still. 


flon. Sir F, HINCKS said his opinion 
was, that such sentiments aid exist, and 
his opinions had been strengthened by 
this debate, and by the statements of the 
member for Sherbrooke, though that gen- 
tleman had endeavored to- day to explain 
it away 7 


gentleman’s pardon, 
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Finance Minister become a missionary for 
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‘ enelenvoured to explain away my state- 


ments ? 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said he would re- 
peat what the honourable gentleman had 
said and they could judge. He said that at 
the present time Independence would 
lead to annexation. 

Hon, Sir A. T. GALT—Yes, quite right. 
- Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—That is exactly 
viii I say, too. He(Sir Francis) moreover 
could not look forward to any time when 
independence would not lead to annexa- 
tion. He took it that the member for 
Sherbrooke occupied exactly the same po- 
sition as Mr. Young. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—I disclaim, alto- 


_ gether, any responsibility attaching to me 


which the Minister 
Young. I had 


for this conversation, 
of Finance had with Mr. 
nothing whatever to do with it. I do not 
share those views, and never have ex- 
pressed them ; and I beg the Honourable 
Finance Minister not to mix me up in 


_the conversation he had with Mr. Young, 
_in.which Mr. Young stated to him that he 


desired annexation to flow from indepen- 
dence. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS went on to 
say, that he had great respect for Mr. 


Young, and was his personal friend 
and would not say a word. to 
injure him. With regard to the 
letter which the member for Sher- 


brooke referred to last night, containing 
expressions of his views on independence, 
sent to the Governor General, to be trans- 
mitted to. England, he hoped that if that 


letter was read before this» House, the 


answer also would be read. He protested 


against the letter being read without the 


answer. 

Hon. Sir AL T. GALT. I hall ask per. 
mission to read the letter. 9... 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS s2id there 
was one sentithent of the member for Shef- 
ford with which he cordially’ agreed, and 
that was that the people of this country 


‘were thoroughly loyal, and therefore he 


believe that we occupied 


us of monarchial institutions. 


form of Government 


felt no danger would arise from the views 
of which the gentleman was the exponent. 
That gentleman had referred to the 


position of inferiority and disability under 


which the Colonies laboured. He did not 
an. inferior 
' His strong objection to inde- 
that it would deprive 
No one 
woull imagine that we were going to 
set up a monarchy here, and the only 
we could establish 
under independence would be that of 
our neighbours in the South, and-he was 


position. 
pendence was 


sure they would agree with bim that mo- 
 “narehial institutions 


ware far Eiperior: 
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We enjoy ‘pis tioally all the independence 
any people could desire, and combined 
with that, we had the benefit of these in- 
stitutions, which he sincerely believed were 
the best which any people could possess. It 
was idle to try to persuade us that we 
were labouring under any disabilities. We 
were not, and he sincerely hoped he 
would never see the day when any other 
flag should wave over us than that of Eng- 
land. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said, in reference to 
the Finance Minister’s. statement, that he 
(Mackenzie) had introduced a private cir- 
cular into discussion, that it had been 
discussed a week in the newspaners (in- 
cluding Sunday, on which it was written), 
before it was spoken of in the House, and 
was public property. 


Mr. DUFRESNE did not intend discus- 
sing the different paragraphs of the Ad- 
dress ; but he wished to draw the at- 
tention of the House to the one re- 
lating to the North-West; he considered 
that question to be the most important 
one at issue. He regretted that the Gov- 
ernment had selected Mr. McDougall as 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North-West. 
When Commissioner of Crown Lands he 
had been sent to the Manitoulin Islands to 
negotiate a treaty with the Indians, and 
all recollect what trouble and disaffection 
he created in trying to carry out his 
mission. With this. still fresh in their 
memory, the Government should have 
made another choice. The Indian tribes 
are linked together by the same ties that 
bind us, and what affects the interests of 
one affects them all. The name of Mr. 
McDougall was ‘sufficient in itself to create 
an insurrection of the Indian tribes and the 
half-breeds inhabiting the North-West. He 
beliéved the Government were honest and 
sincere in trying to carry out the Confed- 
eration Government scheme; but they 
must regret to-day, as all the members 
of the House do, that so unfortunate an ap- 
pointment should have been made, 
The member for Lanark accused the 
French Canadian settlers of having been 
the first to rise in insurrection, but the 
accusation was unfounded. The French 

Canadians had proved their loyalty on 
many occasions, it was once said by an 
eminent statesman, now deceased, that the 
last shot which would be fired in Canada 
in defence of British interests, would be 
fired by a French Canadian, and he might 
add, that the last drop of blood which 
would be shed for the same cause, would 
be that of a French Canadian. The Gov- 
ernment had made a great. mistake in 
selecting the member for Lanark, but the 
evil could still be remedied. Let the: Gov- 


'arnment appoint as Lt.-Governor of the 
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North-West an able, efficient and popular 
man, let him be selected irrespective of 
his nationality, and let his first duty be to 
conciliate the Catholic Clergy who enjoy 
such an immense power and influence over 
their co-religionists. He also wanted to 
draw the attention of the House to the 
fact that in the House there are members 
who are receiving large salaries for ser- 
vices rendered as Commissioners, he could 


not object to those gentlemen, whom he 


highly esteemed, but hoe thought it was a 
very bad precedent. 


Mr. SCATCHERD complained that the 
debate was not on public questions, but 
on personal differences. The reciprocity 
question, and the obtaining of a market 


for the products of the farmer cer- 
tainly merited some consideration, but 
they had been past by. He had sup- 


posed that the acquisition of the North- 
West Territory, and if acquired, the con- 
struction of a railway to open it up, might 
surely have engaged the attention of the 
House, for if the railway was not built, 
Canada would be better without the terri- 
tory; the enlarging of the canals, and im- 
provement of internal navigation, to in- 
crease trade and commerce, were subjects 
for discussion of more importance, than 
whether the Minister of Justice had kept 
faith withtwo or three gentlemen whom 
he had admitted to the Cabinet, and who 
had themselves deserted their party to 
take office. Such matters were of no im- 
portance to any one but themselves. He 
held that the question of whether any 
member hclding views in favor of inde- 
pendence, was loyal, was like arguing 
whether any one in favor of Fenianism in 
Treland was loyal, the difference being only 
that those in favor of independence were 
less dangerous, because they were not so 
strong, (hear, hear.) If any one desired 
annexation, the road was not so long but 
that he could go and enjoy its bless- 
ings on American soil, (cheers.) What 
was the use of arguing whether the Finance 
Minister, who had been serving his Queen 
for 15 years should be admitted to the 
Cabinet. It was not his past they had to look 
at but his future conduct. Charges equal- 
ly strong had been made against the Min- 
isters of Justice and Militia, and the mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke, by the Reform party, 


as had been made against him, (Opposi- 


tion cries of no, no), but yet they did not 
disdain to enter into coalition with them. 
But it has been said the Minister of Fi- 
nance had usurped the name of Reform- 
er. If he had declared himself the 
leader of the Reform party in Ontario he 
must differ from him. The real leader of 
the party there is George Brown, (McFar- 
lane emphatically no, no). The honourable 


Mr. Dufresne. 
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member who said no, was mistaken. He 
thought the Finance Minister had done 
more for Reform than probably any other 
man in the Dominion, and that he did not 
assume too much in writing the circular. 
{fe saw Banking measures “referred to in 
the address. He held the scheme brought 
before Parliament last session by Mr. Rose 
was sound, and the best that had been 
proposed, and had it come to a vote he 
would have supported it. He thought 
the people of the North-West had been 
too severely condemned for their conduct 
tothe member for Lanark, for this coun- 
try had no right to acquire that territory 
without consulting the people. Having done 
so, he could not see how they could expect 
different conduct from them. An Attorney 
General and Surveyor-General were taken 
from Canada, surveys being run before the 
land was acquired,than which nothing could 
be more odious to the people. All the 
Provinces had been consulted before the 
union, and so ought Red River. He did 
not believe that the few thousand half 
breeds should be called savages, and their 
interests not consulted. He intended to 
deal with the Government and their mea- 
sures as they came forward, and not with 
them for their past acts. 


It being six o’clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS, 

Mr. YOUNG, in a speech of some length, 
attacked the general policy of the Govern- 
ment. The indictment in the able speech 
of the member for Lambton, remained un- 
answered, and was unanswerable. The 
Government had enjoyed every opportu- 
nity, but failed to carry out a beneficial 
policy. Their position and professions had 
changed since the elections, and by the 
light of the contrast, the people would see 
the true character of the combinations of 
July, ’67, and learn the deceptions by 
which the last elections were carried. He 
remembered well their professions—how 
that party and party feuds were to be 
entirely forgotten; but the elections were 
not long over before the Conservatives 
wished to claim a party victory by upset- 
ting the basis of three Reformers for 
Ontario in the Cabinet, on which ground 
alone public confidence had been obtained. 


The member for North Lanark had little — 


claims for sympathy on his old political 
friends, but it was impossible not to feel 
that, to some extent, he had been be- 


trayed, and had been used, in conjunction | 


with other Reformers at the elections, to 
pull the chestnuts out of the fire for the 
Conservative party to eat them. The 
effect, however, would be good. It would 
put an end to the Premier’s demoralizing 
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system of buying up political opponents, 
a for over the portals of his Cabinet there 
might now be said to be written the words, 
‘Let all abandon hope who enter here.” 
The speaker strongly objected to the 
appointment of Sir Francis Hincks as 
Finance Minister, quoting from the speech 
of the Premier in 1854, in which he said 
% the Hincks’ Ministry contained no Pitts 
but many Walpoles—that it had debauched 
the moral sense of the country—and that 
., its leader had been guilty of speculations 
in the public property. It was no wonder 
under such circumstances that all parties 
and all classes were indignant at his again 
being made Finance Minister and placed 
~ in a position to repeat the transactions for 
which they had condemned him fifteen 
a5 years before. He agreed with the member 
for Sherbrooke that the Government had 
been an utter failure. Their great plank 
had been to unite all the Provinces, but 
they achieved nothing, whilst they had 
given a serious stab to the stability of the 
~Union by the Nova Scotia settlement. 
Their course in conciliatng Mr. Howe, 
had caused Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island to hold out for better 
terms, and may have aided to cause the 
Red River troubles. Ile denied that the 
Government had been economical, and 
é referred to the waste of twelve or fifteen 
millions on the Intercolonial Railway, the 

rapid increase of our public debt, and 

other facts, to prove that they had boen 

- unduly extravagant. He was opposed to 
Dr. Tupper’s view of putting on the same 

tariff as the Americans. That course 

would be injurious to ourselves and would 


| fe effect be saying, because the Americans 


7 


_ Aut off their nose he will cut ours off too! 
VW It had been claimed that the Government 
be was like that of Lord Grenville in 1866, 
Re composed of “all the talents,’’ but its 
eourse had beén singularly weak, vascilla- 
ting and inefficient. The speaker referred 
to their course on fortifications, the Militia 
Bill, opening up trade relations with the 
West Indies and other countries, improve- 
ment of the canal system, their Banking 
Bill, the Reiffenstein frauds and the Red 
_ River insurrection, in support of his asser- 
tion, and ended by declaring that the 
Government, looked at from these points 
of view, had indeed been an utter failure. 
In conclusion he feared the policy of the 
Government would, [when i+ came to bear 
ee its full fruit] give a serious blow to our 
British American Union, very likely entail 
upon us a heavy public debt, a depleted 
treasury, vevy likely politic:l dissensions 
between different Provin-es, and leave a 
_very low tone of political inerality. 


Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN: said that the 
- member for North Lanark, in his speech 
x § 
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last night, had stated that the insurgents 
at Red River had received encour»gement 
from the Secretary of State. and from gen- 
tlemen sitting near and behind h'm. He 
would ask whom the honourable gentle- 
man referred to. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL thought it would 
be better that the discussion on that mat- 
ter should be postponed till all the evi- 
dence was before the House. He would 
be prepared to make good any statement 
or representation he had made in the 
House or out of it. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, if the hon. 
member was not ready now to make good 
his words he should not have used them. 
In fairness to an old colleague who had 
been for years in the Government with 
him, he should have answered the ques- 
tion he put to him or withdraw his state- 
ment. A paper in this city some days ago 
published an article in which his (Lange- 
vin’s) name was freely used, and some 
accusation was then made against him 
which the hon. member had made last 
night against some member sitting near 
the Secretary for the Provinces. He was 
accused of having encouraged and _ pro- 
moted insurrection in the North West 
country. That was a grave accusation, to 
be made against any public man, and had 
it been made in Parliament he would have 
nailed it at once. He now took the ear- 
liest opportunity of stating, in his place in 
Parliament, that the report to which he re- 
ferred was false and a base calumny, 


(hear, hear.) It had been stated 
that when Mr. Provencher was sent 
to’ meet the insurgents. he held a 


conversation with them at River Sale, 
and they then .told him that they 
were encouraged by members of the Gov- 
ernment at Ottawa, and his (Langevin’s) 
name was used. Out of the whole popula- 
tion of the North-West he knew only three 
individuals, Governor McTavish, Vicar- 
General Thibault, and Colonel De Salaberry. 


Colonel De Salaberry and Revd. Mr. 
Thibault were in Canada at that 
time, so that the only one then in 


the territory that he knew was Governor 
McTavish, who was reported at that 
time to be on his death bed. The only 
communication he had ever held with Mr. 
McTavish was at Ottawa, in presence of the 
Minister of Militia and the member fur 
North Lanark. He had never communi- 
cated either directly or indirectly by him- 
self or by any one else with any one 
in the North-West on any matter what- 
ever. If he could have been guilty of 
violation of his oath of office, as this charge 
implied, he would never have been where 
ike ia, nov should he oceupy.the position he 
now holds. 6 felt strongly. on this point 
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because tho charge vras a serious and mali- 
cious one and had been made when ho 
could not at the time reply to it. The 
member for North Lanark had refused to 
name whom he referred to in his accusa- 
tions, and therefore he would say that his 
denial applied also to the statements of 
that hon. gentleman; and he would add 
that he was authorized by his colleague, 
Mr. Chapais, to make, in his behalf, the 
same denial, 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL was glad to have 
heard the distinct denial from the hon. 
gentleman of the charges made against 
him, but he disclaimed any responsibility 
for these charges, nor was there any reason 
why he should be called on or,be ex- 
pected to justify the statements .made in 
the public press. He had no relation with 


any newspaper, and more especially with 


any newspaper in Ottawa. He had a case 
to maintain and he would maintain it; 
and he desired to be on good terms w ith 
the Ministry on this question. If they 
honestly desired to carry out Con- 
federation and to establish as soon 
as practicable their authority in the 
North-West, he would defend them and 
help them to carry out their policy; but, 
on the other hand, if it appeared to him 
and to the judgment of his friends in this 
House that their policy was not calculated 
to accomplish this object, but likely to en- 
courage those in resistance to authority, 
then he would oppose them, and, if neces- 
sary, vote to turn them out of office. 
When he had suggested last night that it 
would not be prudent to publish all docu- 
_ ments just now, some of the Government 
supporters had reported that there was 
something in them which he desired to con- 
ceal, On the contrary, there was not one 
word which he was ashamed of as a public 
man, but he had felt it his duty to place in 
the hands of the Government all the infor- 
mation, confidential and otherwise, that had 
reached him; and such being ‘the cha- 
racter of the ‘correspondence in the hands 
ofthe government, he did not think it 
would serve public interests to publish it 
all at the present time. With reterence to 
the report concerning the Minister of Public 
Works which had been referred to, he 
would say that when he first heard that 
report he denied it as utterly incredible. 
He then explained the origin of the 
story; how that Provencher had parleyed 
with the insurgents some two or three 
hours; they told him the course taken by 
Mr. Howe when he was in the territory, 
had encouraged them to revolt; and 
not only that, but that another member of 
the Canadian Government had ordered 
them to persist in their demands till 
they secured them. Provencher denied 


fon. Mr. Langevin. 
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rea and asked for the name. They 


answered they could not give the name, 
but if he would mention the names of 
the members of the Government, they 
would tell him if it was one of them. 
Provencher mentioned the names of 
three French members of the Cabinet, 
and they said he was one of them. He 


(McDougall) denied at the time 
this statement, and subsequently he 
thought the solution of the matter 


might be found in the fact that the 
Minister of Public Works had a brother, 
a high dignitary of the church, and 
that, perhaps, in correspondence with 
the ‘clergy of the North-West his name 
might have been taken among the 
people to be that of the honourable Gen- 
tleman. He then went on to read the 
report of his remarks last night, as 
published, showing that all he had said 
was that the insurgents relied upon the 
Secretary. “of "State. for the Provinces, 
and some gentleman near him, for as- 
sistance. That statement was_ strict- 
ly correct. They did rely upon the 
assistance of these gentlemen, and in 
the speech of the Minister of Militia 
last night he had argued that there was 
great justification for those who had taken 
up arms, and while he censured the loyal 
Canadians and others who were ready to 
risk their lives in defence of his own Goy- 
ernment, he had not a word to say in 
condemnation of those who had taken 
up arms to resist his representative ; 

and when reports of the troubles manu- 
factured by American sympathisers were 
published, all over the country, the Gov- 
ernment, though in full possession from 
him of correct information, never took any 
pains to lay that information before the 
public. Anattempt had - been made to 
misrepresent the position of affairs, but he 
would endeavour to putit in its true light. 
The French.half-breeds were not the only 
residents of the country; there was a large 
population there, who had no sympathy 
with Riel, with disloyalty or annexation. 
At the Riviere Salé, at the time of the 
conference with Riel, there were 90 men, 
all French half-breeds, ready armed, un- 
der Mr. Wm. Dease, to contend with their 
countrymen in support of Canada, but on 
account of the position of the Hudson Bay 
Company, whose officers were hors de com- 
bat, or winking at Riel’s movements, they 
disbanded. He was afraid they would find 
many persons of influence, if, not in the 
House, at least in the country, sympathizing 
With objects against the interests and wishes 
of the Dominion. The hon. gentleman had 
provoked the remark, butit seemed strange 
that if there was no sympathy for the 
insurgents, their messenger Colonel 
De Salaberry, fresh from the offices 
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of these gentlemen, should be 
- found repeating the slanders about the 
Manitoulin Island after his (MeDougall’s) 
back was turned. Fortunatoly, 
his party who had been left behind’ 
heard him instilling stories into the ears 
of the poor innocent half-breeds, and 
poisoning their minds against him. Tis 
words had been taken down, and could be 
produced in evidence to prove the en- 
couragement, as well as sympathy given 
them. 


one who was urged by other views and 
feelings, than those of hostility to the Goy- 
ernment of Canada and its Representative 
in that distant land. He had reason to 
complain that-he had not met with a 
hearty sympathy from some members of 
the Government, but that a desire had 
been shown to turn the movement into 
another direction, than that to which the 
people of Canada, French and English, 
would, he felt confident, insist it should 
take. [Cheers. ] 


»Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said _that the 
member for Lanark had brought an accu- 
sation founded on conversations that had 
taken place between Mr. Provencher and 
the half breeds, and without other proof 
than the word of these men. He said he did 
not believe such reports, yet on public oc- 
easions, he had made these accusations 
against his colleagues and members of the 
Government. What would he say if he 
had brought charges against him, founded 
-on newspaper paragraphs, and referred to 
ridiculous accusations of that kind which 
had appeared. If he (Mr. Langevin) made 
any accusations, he should take care to 
bring proof with the accusation. liven 
last night he (McDougall) brought an accu- 
sation against the government that its 
members had been guilty of encouraging 
rebellion, 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL 
no such accusation. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he was not 
warranted in bringing such accusations, 
which were calumnies from beginning to 
end (hear, hear): ‘The hon. member had 
said he was, perhaps, mistaken about the 
person, and that it might be a namesake 
of his (Langevin) ; a relative—his brother 
the Bishop (hear, hear). The honourable 
member knew that he, a dignitary of the 
church, was not in the country and could 
not answer the charge. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said he had 
made no charge. S 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN.—No charge? 
It was an accusation of the most serious 
character without theslightest proof. The 
Bishop of Rimouski had left home two 


said he made 
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months or so before the other Bishops, 
and before there was either trouble or 
rumour of trouble, and he had not written 
& single line to any one in or about. the 
Red River country. It might perhaps, 
be against another namesake of his not 
so high as the Bishop but also in the 
church, and to whom the hon. member 
had alluded. Ie would say at once that 
one him also the charge was ground- 
@SS, 


fon. Mr. CARTIER confirmed the state- 
ment of Mr. Langevin. 


Mr. MAGILL said that the address was 
more remarkable for what it did not contain 
than for what it did. There were two sub- 
jects of great importance to which norefer- 
ence was made, the improvement of our 
Inland Navigation, and the rearrangement 
of our fiscal policy, so as to procure a 
home market for our products, by the 
proper encouragement, and protection of 
our manufacturing interests. The people 
of the West are becoming alive to the sub- 
ject, and a growing determination for pro- 
per legislation is rapidly on the increase. 
The Dominion and local governments ap- 
pear anxious to encourage emigration to 
our shores, but unless measures can be 
adopted to procure employment for the 
emigrant on his arrival in this country, 
the expenditure incurred will prove a fool- 
ish outlay. -Asit is thereis plenty of scope 
for field labour, but if they induced the me- 
chanic and the manufacturer, from the 
busy hives of industry, employment must 
be found for them also, by a wise 
national policy. This cannot be done 
by breaking down all the barriers of pro- 
tection for our own people, and throwing 
our markets open as a common, to be 
used by our neighbours when it may 
suit their convenience who by hostile tarifts 
almost entirely preclude us from their 
markets. The improvement of our magni- 
ficent chain of inland communication, is 
deserving of the most serious considera- 
tion, and no time should be lost in en- 
larging the St. Lawrence and Welland 
Canals, so that Sea-going Ships of large 
dimensions, could discharge their cargoes 
in our Lake ports without previously 


breaking bulk. In. reference to 
the question of independence 
which had been freely spoken of on 


the floor of this House by one or two honou- 
rable members, he had a few remarks 
to make. He regretted that any senti- 
ments such as he had heard should have 
been uttered on the floor of a Canadian 
Parliament. The propagation of such 
sentiments tended to make the people dis- 
contented. We possess independence of 
the most ample form, our laws and _insti- 
tutions are framed by representatives of 


t 
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our own choice, we are now an integral 
portion of the greatest Empire upon 
earth, as much so as London, or Dublin, 
and as much entitled to the powerful protec 
tion of the Empire as either of them, (hear, 
hear). Those who think we would be made 
great by such a change would find out we 
would be made less. The independence 
advocated by the honourable gentleman re- 
ferred to would be the most abject 
slavery,(hear, hear), to suppose thata coun- 
try, like ours with its extended 
frontier and populated by four 
millions of inhabitants, adjacent to the 
grasping Republic with forty millions 
strongly imbued with the ‘ manifest 
destiny doctrine’’ is simply absurd. He 
believed that ifhe were guilty of advocating 
independence in the sense referred to, he 
might justly be accused of advocating what 
amounted to a transfer of allegiance, and 
which he could only characterize as dis- 
loyalty, and which if successful would ter- 
minate in annexation to the United States, 
and strip us of the highest glory of which 
it is possible for us to feel proud—that of 
being allied to Great Biitain. In an econ- 
omical point of view it would be undesirable. 
We would then be under the necessity of 
not only maintaining an.army, but we 
should also have to maintain a navy of 
considerable strength to protect our com- 
mercial marine, whose sails now whiten 
every sea (cheers). We should also be 


obliged to send ambassadors to 
the various foreign courts—at great 
expense. These services being 


now performed by the Mother Country on 
our behalf, and without any contribution 
from us. Under these circumstances he 
concluded that there was no people that 
enjoyed a larger amount of independence, 
or civil and religious liberty than the people 
of this Dominion, or no country where 
life and property were more secure. 
With regard to his position, in relation to 
the Government, he said that he would 
not give them a factious opposition, but 
would be governed by the description of 
measures which they might introduce, and 
if they failed, in his judgment, in this re- 
spect, hc would endeavour to replace them 
by others who could more fully realize the 
importance of their position and the re- 
quirements of the country. In reference 
to the North West question, he thought the 
action of the Hon. member for Hants was 
not such as he could approve, judging from 
the admissions made by the hon. gentle- 
man himself. Ue condemned his conduct 
_ in passing Mr. McDougall on the prairie 
so cavalierly, without in any way advising 
him as to the state of affairs at Red River, 
but acted as if he had wished him to grope 
in the dark, instead of informing him as 
to the true state of affairs there when he 
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left. His conduct, also, in ordering to be | 


taken down a flag which had been hoisted 


in anticipation of the spread of Canadian 
rule in this territory, he considered most 
reprehensible, especially when perpe- 
trated, not only by a Canadian Minister, 
but by one charged by our Government 
with important duties in that country. 
The hon. member found them in a 
state of chronic discontent, but he tells 
us—when asked why he did not address 
the people, in order to remove the fears 
and unjust opinions they entertained in 
regard to the intentions of the Canadian 
Government—that he was fearful of dis- 
turbing the harmony prevailing among 
them. 


The Hon. Mr. HOWE said that he never | 


ordered the flag to be taken down. 


Mr. MAGILE said he was glad to hear 
the hon. gentleman say so, but he un- 
derstood him to say the reverse. How- 
ever, he said that if he did not order it 
down, he should not have allowed others 
to take it down (hear, hear). 


Hon. Mr. HOWE explained, that he 
had not ordered down the flag, nor had 
he made any public remark on the subject. 
The flag was hoisted,he understood, not in 
honour of Canada, but in honour of him- 
self personally, All he had done on the 
subject was, to decline to take up his 
residence in the House of the party rai- 
sing the flag, who was known to be disloyal. 


Mr. BOWN said, that he had friends 
who were prisoners in the North West, and 
anything said by him might be of serious 
consequence to them. In reference to the 
conduct of the honourable Secretary of State 
in the territory, he said, that from what 
he had been informed of the case he 
had been until lately inclined to believe a 
good deal of what had been said in 
the House on the subject. Before coming 
down to Parliament he had mate up his 
mind to enquire as to the sources of these 
reports, and he found out that the hon. 
gentleman, in his journey, had been accom- 
panied by a Mr. Sanford, and a Mr. Turner, 
gentlemen who had trade relations with 
the North-West. Theirfriends there were 
Messrs. Bannatyne and others well known 
to hold anti-Canadian sentiments in the 
settlement, if not leaders of the rebels in 
Winnipeg. He took up his residence at a 
hotel, the parlor of which was occupied 


also by his travelling companions. Ag 


soon as his entry into the territory was | 


made known, a circle was made round him > 


to prevent his meeting Canadians, or those 
interested in Canada, and to prevent them 
from holding private or confidential inter- 
views with the Hon. Secretary of State. 
What he was reported to have said waa 


country, and as proof that he was in favor of 
their cause, rather than that of Canada. <As 


-faras he (Mr. Bown) could ascertain, none of 


these reports could be traced to the hon. 
gentleman, but were traceable to Mr. Ban- 
natyne, or Mr. McKenny. The object .of 


_ these gentlemen evidently was to sow the 


; 


seeds of discord between the Secretary for 
the Provinces and the friends of Canada in 
the Territory, and to excite feelings of 
distrust against him in Canada and amongst 
his colleagues; and thus strengthen their 


own cause, and he was sure that the re- 


ports circulated would be found to have 

originated with those opposed to the entry 
of the Canadian Govornor. He (Bown) and 
his friends had done all they could to make 


the reception of the Governor agreeable, 


and he was sorry that the feeling there was 
against him. As to Governor McDougall’s 


‘course of action, he would say nothing 


under the circumstances, but he had con- 
sided it his duty to state what he knew of 
Mr. Howe’s action. 

Mr. BODWELL gave some explanations 
as to the course he had pursued formerly 


-in supporting the present Fimance Minis- 
ter, and why he now opposed him. 


He 
proceeded to state at length his objections 
to the various measures which had been 
introduced and carried out by the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. MILLS spoke at some length of the 
issues of the last election. He said both 
the Minister of Justice and.the Minister of 
Finance admitted that an opposition was 
necessary while at the same time they were 
endeavouring to annihilate the opposition 
by a coalition of parties. The Minister of 
Finance went farther, and maintained that 
after a coalition, party distinctions in the 
coalition are an absurdity. He said this 
was not the position taken by the Finance 
Minister upon entering the Cabinet, for 
he informed the country that the Minister | 
of Justice had been graciously pleased to | 


permit him (Sir F. Hincks) to bring another 


reformer with him into the ministry. It 
was clear then there was no fusion in the 
ministerial camp. If the position taken 
by ministers was correct, he (Mr. Mills) 
would ask how was it possible to differ 
about the construction of the Cabinet? 
How could they differ as to whether there 
should be two reformers or three, or two 
conservatives or three, seeing these dis- 
tinctions were terminated by the coalition 
of 1867? He said the ministry had all 
along been like an Eastern Court, into 
which the hungry from without were eager 
to be admitted, and the holders of insecure 
places within, were anxious to hasten into 
profitable retirement. He spoke of the 


“arganization of the machinery of govern- 
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ment, and maintained that ministers had 
confounded a Privy Council with. a Cabinet 
Council. He expressed a doubt as to the 
necessity of a Privy Council, but argued 
that as the law provided for "its establish. 
ment, that leadimg members of the opposi- 

tion ought to have been made Privy 
Councillors, so that they might be in the 
position of ‘leaders of Her Majesty's 8 Oppo- 

sition in England, having the right to give 

advice to the Governor General when the 
exigencies of the public service justified 
such a course, He next spoke of the inno- 

vation made in the constitution by the 
Nova Scotia Act of last session, and said 
the government had proceeded as if the 
Union was a Legislative and not a Federal 
one. He condemned the policy from the 
beginning as to the acquisition of the 
North West. He maintained tha members 
of New Brunswick had been tricked into 
placing the location of the Intercolonial 
Railroad in the hands of ministers, to save 
the Minister of Customs the humiliation 
of being opposed by a large majority of the 
New Brunswick members. He next re- 
ferred to the position of Sir F. Hincks. He 
said Byron called Rome the ‘mother of 
dead Empires,’’ and that the Minister of 
Finance was the resuscitated leader of a | 
defunct party; that he had been made 
the forlorn hope of a government in dan- 
ger of dissolution, but instead of giving 
renewed hope, he had awakened sedition. 
He said the hand of time in scattering its 
snows upon him had not damped the ardor 
of this venerable relict of a well nigh 
forgotten race of dead warriors. He said 
the member for South Lanark although a 
conservative was most anxious to smoke 
the pipe of peace with the opposition. He 
(Mr. Mills) had twice referred to the 
saturnian age of ’64. He said, last year 
the member for Lennox and the hon. 
member for South Lanark were like Castor 
and Pollux “who fought so well for 
Rome,’”? but now when ‘the conservative 
element was strengthed in the Cabinet, 
for there was still no fusion, the alliance 
of ‘‘ the great twin brothers’’ was broken, 
and the defection in the conservative ranks 
increased. He denied that the Receiver 
General had any followers. He said the 
Receiver General (Mr. Morris) was made 
by the Minister of Justice, for he was truly 
one of his people. He criticised the posi- 
tion of Dr. Tupper, and held that his pre- 
sent position was an admission that he had 
been unmindful of the interests of his 
Province when the Union was established, 
and concluded by expressing the opinion 
that Canada would ultimately become a 
part of a great British Confederacy. 


OLIVER trusted the Government 
an efficient mea- 
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suye tosecure the markets of the ‘Mari- 
e Provinces for the rich agricultural 
fields of Ontario. The delegation. to the 
West India Islands, to ascertain the mar- 
kets there, and their report, had cost the 
Government a lot of money, but nothing 
had been done. He maintained that with 
good markets, we should be independent 
of all other nations. Hedid not consider 
the Volunteer Bill was suited to the coun- 
try, and maintained that the success of the 
Volunteer force was due to the exertions 
and. liberality of the officers, and patriotism 
of the volunteers. He thought the 
expenses of officers of the staff ought to 
be curtailed. With reference to the North- 
West, he contended that a road ought to 
be made to that T erritory, or else it t would 
be lost, and the whole object of Confedera- 
tion would be lost. He would give the 
ministry fair support or hearty opposition, 
according as their measures commended 
themselves to his judgment. 


Mr. JONES (North Leeds and Grenville) | 


—Considering the peculiar political com- 
binations which have taken place, I deem 
it my duty to my constituents, to the 
members of this House, and to the people 
of this Dominion, to define my position in 
relation to the different parties into which 
the political community is now divided. But 
before doing so, I wish to correct an error 
which was made in the report of my speech 
delivered in this House on Friday evening 
last. Now, I am represented in the city 
papers as having stated “that the Reform- 
ers acted .most. extravagantly when in 
office.”’ I certainly did not make use of 
this language; what I did say in speaking 
against a Coalition form of Government was 
‘that when the Reform element was fully 
represented in the Cabinet by Brown, 
Howland and McDougall, the extravagance 
of the Government was as great, and even 
greater, than it has been since with only 
one Reformer in the Ministry ;’’ and men- 
tioned by way of illustration that when the 
Reform element was fully represented, as 
before stated, the claims of the Grand 
Trunk Railway for increased postal subsidy 
were submitted to arbitration and the 
amount increased from $70,000 per annum 
to $167,000 per annum. It was also at 
this time that the claims of the contractors 
for the construction of the Public Build- 
ings at Ottawa, were submitted to arbi- 
tration, by which means $90,000 were al- 
lowed to these gentlemen over and above 
the amount which they had _ already re- 
ceived—the cost of this one arbitration 
amounting to $30,000. And during the 
time public money was squandered in this 
way there was scarcely a person to raise 
his voice in the House against such an ap- 
propriation, so demoralized had the 
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Opposition become in consequence of the 
Coalition between the loaders of the op- 
posite parties. I do not pretend to say but 
that.a Coalition had not become necessary 
in 1864, so equal were parties at that 
time that it was almost impossible to carry 
on the Government on party principles, 
and the difforent appeals made to the 


country left the two political par- 
ties in about the same relative 
position. But the items of expenditure 


to which I have referred show. the dangers 


to be apprehended from a coalition form of 


Government; a combination of parties which 
should never be resorted to exceptin cases 
of extreme necessity or when some great 
principle of State policy has to be carried 
into etfect, and which one party alone is 
unable to accomplish. And I may state 
while on this subject that the Hon. George 
Brown, in imy opinion, acted in a straight 
| forward and honourable manner in relation 
'to the Reform party of which he was 
ileader. It appeares he called his reform 
friends together and consulted them as to 
whether he should enter the government 
with the Conservative party, for the pur- 
pose of carrying into effect the great scheme 
of Confederation; and, as I have been 


informed, the whole Reform members of 


the House at that time approved of his 
joining the Government. Now the conduct 
of Mr. Brown on that occasion contrasts 
favourably with that of the Conservative 
Leader, the Conservative members of the 
House were never called together and 
consulted as to whether they would ap- 
prove of such a combination of parties ; 
but they were without any such consultation 
called on to support men who had been 
previously denounced to them in the 
strongest terms as Yankee Howland and 
Washington McDougall. And not only 
were these gentlemen taken into.the Min- 
istry with the Conservative leaders ; but 
also the patronage of all the counties in 
Ontario represented by Reform Members 
who supported the Coalition, was exercis- 
ed for the benefit of those Reform Mem- 
bers and their friends; and the Conserva- 
tives of those counties, who had 
manfully contended for their party 
in many a hard contest, were cast aside as 
persons whose services were no longer re- 
quired. Before closing my remarks, <I 
wish to say a few words in relation to the 


North West Territory, which has of late 


occupied so much public attention. J 
think the first error made in relation to 
that country, wasin recognizing the claims 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, and in al- 
together ignoring the rights of the actual 
inhabitants, who were to all appearance to 
be transferred to Canada with the land, 
like slaves on a plantation. And the se- 
cond and greatest error committed by Mr. 
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McDougall, was in announcing his inten. 
tion of establishing a despotic government 
in that country, and giving as a reason for 


- lation. Now the inhabitants of a country 
may not be numerous, and still entertain 


pet as strong feelings in favor of liberty as the 
. inhabitants of a densely populated coun- 
“an try. Canada contained but a scattered 


population when the people contended 
sy for responsible government, and secured 
it; and England was not densely crowded 
when the barons and people demanded 
the charter of their liberties from King 
John, [ cannot endorse the war policy 
adyocated by some warlike gentlemen in 
relation to that remote. region, . who 
wish to seo an army sent. into that 
“country to annihilate the half-breeds. 
Do these gentlemen reflect on the nature 
of an Indian war, and the results likely 
to arise out of it. Once throw a fire-brand 
into that country and kindle the flame of 
_ war, and who can tell where the conflag- 
ration willend. Set the Indians on. the 
warpath and who will be able to control 
their movements, and just as sure as they 
cross the boundary and commit depreda- 
tions on the soil of the United States, so 
sure will retaliation take place, and instead 
of a war with the half-breeds we may. ex- 
perience the awful consequencs of a conti- 
nental war. Let us give those half-breeds, 
and others in that country, their constitu- 
tional rights; let us try the effects of con- 
ciliation, and let war in that distant 
country be the last resort, and only when 
all other reasonable means fail. I think 
Mr. McDougall made another mistake in 
sending Colonel Dennis to arm one portion 
of the population to fight against the other 
and certainly the reason assigned for se-. 
lecting sucha person to conduct a wa; 
must appear very strange to persons ac- 
quainted with the conduct of that gentle- 
man at Fort Erie, who left his command 
the moment the Fenians appeared, but 
; - I suppose Mr. McDougall made the selec- 
tion on the principle— 


“<The man who fights and runs away, 
May live to fight another day ; 
But he that is in battle slain, 
Can never live to fight again.’’ 


I regret to see so many violent personal 
attacks made on the Honourable Minister 
of Finance during this debate. I was not 
an admirer of that  gentleman’s 
political course ; but perhaps his past his- 
tory will bear criticism as well as that of 
most of our Canadian politicians. For my 
own part I shall judge him rather by his 
es present and future conduct than by his 

past acts, and I shall judge the Ministry by 
their measures. J am determined not to 
givean unpopular vote for the purpose of 
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keeping them in power, neither will [ give 


” 


od 


a factiousvote forthe purpose of defoat- 


ing them (Choers). 

Mr. CHAMBERLIN hoped that the 
subject which they had heard once more 
referred: to.in this debate would not be 
again heard, Ile referred to the question 
ot independence. The member for Shefford 
had mooted the subject last session, and 
had afterwards gone into the Eastern Town- 
ships and spoken to the people on this sub- 
ject, but any sympathy he met with was 
derived almost exclusively from the few 
annexationists there. The shrewd farmers 
could not be conyineed that independence 
was not the half-way step to annexation. 
Referring to the member for Sherbrooke, 
it would be remembered that in 1850 he 
issued an annexation manifesto, and now 
to the protound regret of those who had 
admired and followed him, like himself’ 
(Mr. Chamberlin) he was again seeking a 
severance of connection with the Mother 
Country. He was then content suddenly 
to drop the annexation project and soon 
after to become the advocate of the Con- 
federation of these Provinces. We might 
hope him as suddenly to drop indepen- 
dence and accept perchance the federation 
of the Empire instead. The member for 
Sheftord had urged independence among 
the people, as a means of securing what 
he kuew the people of the frontier desired 
to obtain immediately, not at a distant 
future—better trade relations. Therefore 
he either mocked them or expected to 
earry the work forward at once. Now he 
says he isnot in a hurry about it. And 
the member for Sherbrooke relegated 
independence to some dimly distant future 
day, although, last summer he made it one 
of the grounds of his refusal of office. He 
congratulated the hon. gentleman and the 
House on. this change in their. views, but 
was it statesmanlike to make appeals to 
this House and ‘the country:on merely 
speculative subjects, striving to make the 
public mind, already to much unsettled 
still more so. That gentleman complained 
of being politically ostracised, but when a 
man advocates pulling down the old flag, 
the withdrawal of allegiance and severance 
from the empire and calls that loyalty, he 
might expect all political parties to shun 
him. He would not exaggerate the import- 
ance of that gentleman, but it was an un- 
doubted fact that his independence speech, 
which was printed and circulated all over 
the United States, had aided, among other 
things, in inducing Americans to withhold 
rec.procity. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said the discus- 
sion of Independence had been forced 
upon them. ‘The course of the honourable 
member for Missisquoi had been well 


known, when connected with the press of 
this country he had published ribald 
abuse of the Americans for years, caleu- 
litel to excite their antipathies, and to 
rouse the most hostile feelings. It was very 
-well to stand in a hostile attitudeto the 
neighbouring republic, but as faras Re- 
ciprocity was concerned, he must not blow 
hot and cold. 
Mr. CHAMBERLIN said, that the charge 
that he had ever indulged in ribald abuse 
of the Americans had no foundation in fact. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, he re- 
ferred to the newspaper the honourable 
member published. 

Mr. CHAMBERLIN replied he was not 

esponsible for every line that appeared in 
' that paper during the war, for he was often 
absent. He was only responsible for its 
general tone and his own writings. 

The Remaining paragraphs of the ad- 
dress were passed. 

The usual formal motions respecting en- 
grossing the address etc., were adopted. 


Hon. Sir J. A. McDONALD moved that 
the address be presented to His Excellency 
by sush members of this House, as are 
members of the Privy Council. 

The House then at a quarter to twelve 
adjourned. 


—— 


SENATE, 
Orrawa, February 28, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the ara at. the 
usual hour. 


After routine proceedings, 
THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE St. JUST 
moved an address for copies of the com. 
mission of the Hon. Mr. McDougall, as 
Lieutenant-Governor of the North- West, 
correspondence, &¢. The mover said that, 
although he was one of those who had for- 
merly opposed Confederation, he now felt 
it to be his duty, seeing that it was a 
fait accompli, to ‘do all in his power to sup- 
‘port the Constitution; therefore, he 
had, in making his motion, 
not the remotest intention of obstructing 

_ Confederation. Several. questions pre- 
sented themselves to him, among which 
were these :—Was it sound policy, in the 
interests of Confederation, to hurry the 
purchase of the North-West territory? Had 
proper precautions been taken in select- 
ing asuitable Lieutenant-Governor ? Had 
proper enquiries been made as to the sen- 
_timents of the people of the North-West 
on the question of Union, and had proper 
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investigations been made into the difficul- - 
ties which stood in the way of the acqui- 
sition? On the first point he said that Mr. 
McDougall was, in 1862 or 1863, sent up 
to the Manitoulin Island to effect 
a treaty with the tribes, and 
in his negotiations he was 
guilty of very doubtful acts, which * 
had created great excitement and ill-feel- 
ing among the Indians,and in consequence, 
Mr. McDougall had been considered as a 
very treacherous manand had been shewn 
up as such among the Indians in the Red 
River country.. In the face of this, the 
appointment of Mr. McDougall, was cer- 
tainly very injudicious, and improper. Then 
the question came, had the Government 
taken pains to ascertain the sentiment of 
the people of the territory. They had not; 
and this was inexcusable, for the Govern- 
ment had warning before them in Daw- 
son’s report [1868], which clearly showed 
that the Indians were extremely jealous ° 
that their rights would be infringed, and 
that the utmost care should be taken 
to conciliate the people of the Territory. 
He said the member for Toronto, one of 
the best supporters of the Government, 
had, last session, urged that the utmost 
caution should be observed in entering * 
upon the new possession; but this warning 
also had been neglected, and hence the 
Government were censurable. He thought 
it had beena great mistake to hurry on - 
the acquisition of the territory; for this 
had had the tendency to retard the pro- 
gress of Confederation, and he thought 
it should be the chief aim of all 
to make the present members of Union 
prosperous and progressive, before seeking 
new acquisitions,as when smaller Provinces 
and colonies saw this progress, they would 


| be anxious to join us, and we should be 


spared the humiliation of soliciting them. 

e then referred to the Hon. Mr. Howe’s 
visit to the territory, and remarked that 
it appeared from all accounts that that 
gentleman had found English and Scotch 
settlers, and Hudson’s Bay Company 
officials to be dissatisfied. He thought 
that Mr. Howe should have informed Mr. 
McDougall of that, when they met, the 
one returning and the other going; by not 
doing so Mr. Howe had shewnan unfriend- 
ly spirit. He could well understand that 
English and Scotch settlers had some 
cause to be dissatisfied. They had long 
been discontented with the rule of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and were anxious 
to have a representative, and not a spe- 
cial Government. It was, perhaps, natur 
al they should have some doubts about 
the way they would be governed; and he 
thought Mr. Howe had not done anything 
to allay dissatisfaction. He thought 
the Hudson's Bay officials had taken some 
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~ past in provoking hostilities, but believed 


their friendship could have been secured, 
if the Government had given some assur- 
ance that part of the purchase money, or 


_ salaries, would be secured to them. He 


then, at some length, defended the French 
Canadians in the Territory from imputa- 
tions which had been cast on their loyalty, 
and declared that they had taken no part 
in creating the difficulty. He reiterated 


his belief that it had been unwise to 


hurry the acquisition of the Territory ; 
and contended it would be better to build 
canals, &c., to facilitate intercourse be- 
tween the prosent members of the Union, 


_ than to expend money for the North-West 
and Newfoundland, 


It would be useless 
to build expensive works, to get the pro- 
ducts of the North-West, for the people 
there would have no surplus. Hehad not 
made his motion in any partizan spirit, for 
he felt sure, that if Confederation was to | 
be successful, party spirit must be held in| 
abeyance. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON had consented | 


~tosecond the motion, and agreed with | 


some of the views of the mover, but he 


did not think that the Government had | 


shown undue haste in acquiring the terri- | 
tory, for it was well known that tho United 
States were anxious to obtain the coun- 
try, and it was our duty, in order to pre 
serve our national existence, to step into 
the new territory. With respect to the 
mover’s allusion to Mr. McDougall’s un- 
suitability, on account of the Manitoulin 
transaction, it was well known that the 
Indians of the territory had shown no hos- 
tility ; on the contrary, they had resisted 
the movement in favor of Sees ae and 
there was every reason to presume they 
were loyal and friendly to Canada. It 
was, however, inconvenient to discuss the 


eee in the absence of the papers. 
oon 


hat had occurred in the territory ren- 
dered it necessary, in his opinion, that 


‘better communications should be estab- 


lished than those contemplated last ses- 
sion between the head of Lake Superior 
and Fort Garry, and he would impress 
upon the Government the necessity of 
constructing them. He was in favor of 
utilizing the American system of railways 
which would soon be completed to Pem- 


_ bina, and of our connecting with them 


there and extending the railway through 
British territory to the Pacific. But in the 
meantime he would like to see the com- 
munication as recommended by Mr. 
Dawson made good as soon as possible 
through our own.territory from the head 
of Lake Superior. This was indispensable. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought it would 
have been better ifa general indictment 


against the Government had been post- 


” 


poned until after the papers had been 
brought down.. He then replied to some 
of the strictures of the mover, showing 
that there could be no dolay in acquiring 
the territory, that Government had not 
neglected to inform themselyes of what 
would probably be required in the terri- 
tory, and concluded by saying that the 
papers would be brought down, as prom. 
ised in the Speech from the throne, 

After some remarks from the Hon. Mr. 
REESOR, the matter was dropped. 

The Bill relating to the Coasting Trade 
was then read a third time. 

The House then went into Committee 
onthe Bill relating to Fisheries, Hon. 
Mr. RITCHIE in the chair, and the com- 
mittee having reported, the Bill was read 
a third time. 


The House then adjourned until Mon- 


day next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, February 25, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 

Mr. WORKMAN presented a_ petition 
from the Grand Trunk Railway Company, 
praying for an Act to confirm an agreement 
between that Company and the Buffalo 
and Lake Huron Railway Company. 


Several petitions were presented from 
Ontario, praying for the imposition of a 
duty on wheat, corn, flour and salt. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY laid on the table 
the navigation returns for the year ending 
30th June, 1869 ; also a summary and com- 
parative statement of exports and im- 
ports, for the fiscal year ending 50th June, 
1869. a 
Mr. DREW introduced a Bill to amend 
the Act respecting the duties of Justices 
of the Peace out of session, in relation to 
summary convictions and orders. 

Mr. GODIN introduced a Bill to limit 
the rate of interest, and explained that it 
was founded on resolutions on that subject, 
introduced by the Government last ses- 
sion. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
a Bill on that subject would be intro- 
duced at once into the Senate, and be 
brought down to the Commons onan. early 
day. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the Goy- 
ernment should intimate, whether this 
promised Bill was the same as the one in- 
troduced last session. It might not be 
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amiss at this stage for him to state that 
a point of order might possibly be 
rased, as to whether such a Bill could 
originate in the Senate. He hoped the 
Government were not trifling with this 
measure ; he would not say they trifled 
with it last session, but their action with 
regard to it appear ed like it. He was not 
certain upon the point of order, not 
having consulted authorities, but he was 
of opinion that such a measure must origi- 
nate in this House and be founded on re- 
solutions. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
on a subject of that nature, his honour able 
friend’s opinion had great weight, but it 
was not desirable to limit legislation origi- 
nating in the Senate, any more than possi- 
bly could be helped. He would look up 
the authorities. 

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN laid on the table 
the report of the Minister of Public 
Works, for the year ending 30th of June, 
1869. 

Ifon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS gave notice 
that, on Tuesday next he would move, 
that the House go into Committee on the 
following Friday on the resolutions respect- 
ing Banking and Currency, (hear, hear). 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) asked, | 


whether any statement had been transmit- 
ted to England for the purpose of being laid 
before the Imperial Parliament, respecting 
the progress which had been made in the 
construction of the Intercolonial Railroad, 
inaccordance with the provisions of the 
Imperial Act 80 and 51 Vic. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
full information on all points connected 
with the Intercolonial Railway had been 
sent to Sir John Rose, who was acting for 
the Government in that matter, for the 
purpose of enabling the Imperial Govern- 
ment to make any statements they might 
&ee fit under the Imperial Act. 

Mr. WORKMAN asked whether it was 
the intention of the Government to adopt 
necessary steps to improve the navigation 
of the Ottawa River, and more particular- 
jy, to enlarge and deepen that most im- 
portant part of our inland navigation, the 
Grenville and Carillon Canal. 


Iion. Mr. LANGEVIN informed the 
honourable gentleman that that subject 
was engaging the serious consideration of 
the Government. 

Mr. MERRITT asked whether any pro- 
gress had been made in the works neces- 
sary for supplying the Welland Canal with 
water from Lake Erie since last session, 
and whether it was the intention of the 
Government to complete said works in 
time for the opening of the eanal next 
year. 


Hon. Mr. Helton. 
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progress had been made in that work, and 
it was the intention of the Government to 
complete those works, and therefore to put 
in the estimates asum sufficient for that 
purpose. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS remarked 
in reference to his notice of motion, on 
the subject of banking and currency, that 
there would be three distinct sets of reso- 
lutions, which would be placed in the 
hands of members on that day. 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the papers on the North-West question 
would be brought down to-morrow. . 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved, seconded by 
| Hon. Mr. Holton, for despatches or cor- 
respondence with the hinperial Govern- 
ment, or any of the Provincial Govern- 
ments, on the subject of the new financial 
arrangements made with Nova Scotia.— 
Carried, 

Mr. MACKENZHi moved, seconded by 
| Hon. Mr. Holton, for reports of superin- 
tendents of roads from Thunder Bay to 
Fort Garry, and minute information on the 
whole subject. He mentioned that a re- 
port had reached him that the work on 
, that road was being conducted in a very 

expensive manner, and he wished to 
arrive at the exact truth. It was a 
matter of the greatest importance that 
communication with — Fort Garry, 
through Canadian territory, should be 
opened up as speedily as possible. And 
he would be glad also to know what steps 
had been taken to improve the navigation 
of lakes and rivers on the route. Gov- 
ernment ought, last spring, to have taken 
steps to place on those waters vessels suit- 
able for the trade. He hoped before long to 
bring under. the consideration of the 


House the question of the construction of . 


a railway to Red River, which would he 
the first step to a great railway to the 
Pacific. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the papers 
would be brought down, and he was sure 
the House would find’ the action of the 
Government satisfactory. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved for accounts 
rendered to the Government, and placed 
before the Dominion Arbitrators, for work 
and materials on the Parliament Buildings. 
He said it had been reported the con- 
tractors had another claim over and above 
the Arbitrators’ award, but he hoped the 
Government would uphold the decision of 
their own officer who had measured the 
work according to contract, and not ean 
sider any new ‘claim, 


stated to be absolute truths. 
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Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
evidence on the subject was very volu- 
minous, and the bringing of it down would 
entail a large expenditure. Certainly the 
(zovernment would support their own 
officers if they were right; but it should 


_ not be forgotten that contractors with the 


(rovernment had the same right to con- 
sideration of their rights, as contractors 
with private individuals. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved tov copies of 
the instructions given to the surveyors 
sent to the North-West Territory. He had 


- seen astatement in the public press, to the 


effect that, the troubles in the North-West 
Territory were precipitated partly by the 
ill-management of the surveyor and his 
party, who were sent in charge of this 
work. He had seen it stated, that they 
had marked some of the lots immediately 


‘in the neighbourhood of the settlements 


with the names of their friends in Canaca, 
in order to give them a sort of pre-emptive 
right ; and that altogether their conduct 
there was very reprehensible. These 
statements he had heard, were strongly 
denied by some, while by others they were 
Tt ‘was 
desirous that the House should know 
what instructions had been given to Col. 
Dennis. His own opinion was, after a very 
eareful inspection of these reports from 
various sources of information, that if there 
was any truth at all in the reports, they 
had been very grossly exaggerated. 

The motion was carried. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said that, be- 


fore going on to the next item on the pa- 


per, he desired, with the permission of 
the House, to make a correction in the 
newspaper reports, which he found 
placed words in the mouth of the Hon. 
Finance Minister which he hac not used, 
and which were as follows :— 


“Tt was no use in disguising the fact, in- 
dependence meant annexation. Before 
he had been long in the country he had 
had an opportunity of conversing with a 
gentleman, who was an advocate of inde- 


_pendence—the honourable member for 


Sheftord—who was a personal friend of his 
own; and, in discussing the subject, that 
honourable gentleman had candidly admit- 
ted that independence meant annexation, 
though they could not go for annexation, 
because they could not expect Eng- 
land to consent to annexation. He had 
had a conversation with a gentleman who 
had expressed the same views.” 


Now it was within the recollection of the 
House, that the gentleman did not make 
such a statement, as to himself (Mr. Hunt- 


-  tngton) but admitted that the statement 
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had been made by the Hon. John Young 
‘‘a friend of the member for Shefford.’’ 
and he considered it necessary that the 
correction should be made. .He thought 
it also necessary in justice to that gentle- 
man, who had been placed in an unfortu- 
nate position by the statement of the Fi- 
nance Minister, to state that he had in a 
letter addressed to the Montreal Herald, 
and published that morning, denied in 
foto, having made any statement of the 
kind. His (Mr. Huntington’s) authority 
for this statement was a telegram which 
ae dil received from Montreal, and which 
salu, ‘‘Have a letter from John Young 
to Hincks, denying, in tuts, the statement 
made by him in the House that his idea 
of independence means annexation. See 
Herald this morning. Will telegraph let- 
ter if required.” This despatch was sign- 
ed by one of the proprietors of the Mon- 
treal Herald. 

Hon. Sir I. HINCKS said, that in the 
first place he might say, that he had not 
said anything like what was reported in 
the paper. He had had an opportunity 
of conversing with a gentleman who was 
a friend of the member for Shefford, and 
when he had: been called upon to 
give his name, he had done so. He 
was glad to hear the hon. member state 
that it was not his (Sir Francis’) desire or in- 
tention to wound Mr. Young’s feelings, 
or blast his character. Mr. Young was 
the last man in the country whose chav- 
acter he would like to injure. The state- 
ment made by Mr. Young, was made in 
private, but {from what he (Sir Francis) knew 
ot his character, he was sure that he would 
nt state anything in private that he was 
not prepared to advocate on all occasions 
in the most open manner. It had not 
been denied that Mr. Young had gone to 
Shefford and advocated independence, 
and the hon. member for Sherbrooke had 
admitted the other evening that indepen- 
dence meant annexation. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON — Oh, no. 
What about the facts ? 3 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
not interrupted the hon. gentleman, and 
hoped he would allow him to speak. It 
was his opinion, and that of nearly every 
member in the House, that Independence 
meant annexation. At the interview 
which he had held with the Hon. John 
Young, and to which he had referred, 
other persons were present, and he 
(Sir Francis) had consulted with one ofthem 
as to what had been said before the dis- 
cussion took place. ‘This person unfortu- 
nately happened to be his (Sir Francis’) own 
son, but he had stated most emphatically 
that Mr. Young did admit that the conse- 
quence of independence would be annex- 
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ation, that we could not ask now for an- 
nexation, but that after independence it 
would come. ‘That was exactly the linc of 
aurguinent taken. He would be most sorry 
to make any statement that would tend to 
blast Mr. Young’s character, but that was 
exactly what he said. 


Ion. Mr. MOLTON said, that as Mr. 
Young happened to bea friend of hisas well 
as of the originator of the debate, he would 
say that Mr. Young, he inferred, did not 
complain of the inferences that might be 
drawn with respect to his advocacy of in- 
dependence. It was perfectly legitimate 
to draw that line of argument. What he 
presumed he did complain of was, that 
he was charged with being an advocate of 
independence as meaning annexation; 
that Mr. Young being in favour of annex- 
ation was acting in bad faith, and sought 
independence as a step to it. He took 
it that the denegation of Mr. Young was 
directed to that point, It was unfortunate 

that reference should be made to after 
dinner conversations. He differed from Mr. 
Young strongly on this question of inde- 
pendence, but he was bound to say that 
he never was capable of tho conduct im- 
puted to him by the Bop AitaD le gentle- 
man. P 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN asked if the member 
for Chateauguay knew whether Mr. Young 
was an annexationist or not. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, he was not to 
be drawn away by side issues. Mr. Young 
might be an annexationist or not, the point 
we are now concerned with was. the 
question between him and the Finance 
Minister. Mr. Young was an ardent 
advocate of independence, and on_ that 
question, as He had stated, he differed 
from him, but the point to be settled 
was whether My. Young did, or did not, 
make the statement imputed to him by the 
Finance Minister. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS maintained, 
that his statement was correct, but that the 
honourable gentleman opposite had descri- 
bed it in a different way to that which he 
alleged. He had stated that Mr. Young 
was an advocate of independence, but not 
that he was an annexationist, though he 


believed independence might lead to 
annexation. He was glad that the hon- 


ourable member for Shefford considered 
that such a charge would blast the charac- 
ter of any one. 


Mr. BLAKE said, that the honourable 
Finance Minister had said most distinctly, 
that Mr. Young had stated that independ 
ence meant anne xation,and that they could 
not go for annexation because it would 
not be allowed or permitted by England. 
The Hon. Finance Minister had taken 


Hon, Sir Francis Hincks. 
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care deliberately that he had corrobora. 
tion beforo entering upon the discussion, 
and he could not escape by arguing that 
Mr, Young probably meant or possibly 
meant this ¢ or that. It was not a matter of. 
argument, it was a question of fact, anc 
Mr. Young had denied the truth of the 
statement, 


Ion. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pointed 
out, that they did not know at present 
the form exactly of the denial, and he 
thought the Ifon. Minister of Finance 
was justified in saying what he had. Aman 
might say for instance, he did not intend 
to murdera man; butifhe pointed a gun 
at him and. drew the trigger, the result 
would be the man would be shot, and the 
man who drew the trigger would be re- 
sponsible for the consequences. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said one lesson 
would be learned; that was, not to repeat 
private conversation without permission. 
Had the Honourable Finance Minister, be- 
fore referring to this matter consulted 
the Honourable Mr. Young, there never 
would have been any disagreement. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Hon. member for Lambton had taken the 
same course in regard to his (Su Francis’) 
private and confidential circular. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it had been 
in print for one week. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS ee he was 
not responsible for it being in print. It 
was addressed to individual members of 
the Reform party. All this debate had 
arisen from the irregular proceeding of the 
hon. member for Lambton. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was really astonished 
to hear a gentleman of the experience of 
the Honourable Finance Minister stating 
that his letter was not a fit subject for dis- 
cussion, and maintained that he held a 
cowardly position in trying to preclude 
discussion. The letter had been published 
in a Government organ. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


the Toronto Telegraph was not the organ of 


a Minister of the Government. 


Mr. MACKENZIE understood the To- 
onto Telegraph was an organ of the head 
of the Government, and went on to say 
that the Hon. Minister of Fmance had not 
objected to his discussing that letter at 
the commencement of his remarks. With 
reference to his own course he disclaimed 
any intention of doing anything unfair to 
any hon. gentleman in that House, and 


had never taken an unfair advantage of. 


any one. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD agreed 


with the hon. member for Lambton re- 
specting the fairness of his course in Par- 
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liament. He pointed out that this letter 
had been marked ‘private and confiden- 
tial’’ and, in fact, that it had been pub- 
lished without the Hon. Finance Minister’s 
consent, which gave the person no more 
right to use it than if the party to whom the 
letter came had dropped it in the street and 
it had been found, or ifa thief had stolen it. 
He did not think the hon. members had a 
right to use that letter. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said no one knew bet- 
ter than the Hon. Minister of Justice 
that he could have referred to the letter, 
without mentioning names. 
have said he had seen a communication 
in the public newspapers, signed by a dis- 
tinguished politician, once a prominent 
Reformer, who wished to occupy a prom- 
inent position again before the country, and 
could have discussed every topic in the 
letter. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS did not 
object to the course taken by the honoura- 
ble gentleman, but pointed out that, in 
consequence of his improper use of that 
letter, he had been forced to give the con- 
versation. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—And 
the name of the gentleman. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
been compelled to answer the question of 
the member for Chateauguay, and give the 
- names of the persons. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said when the hon- 


private conversation the names of the per- 
sons must be given. The doctrine laid 
down by the Hon. Minister of Justice was 
quite sound with reference to the use 
of private letters, with which he (Mr. 
Holton) agreed, but wished he (Sir John) 
had gone a little further, and given us the 
benefit of his judgment m respect to the 
use of a private conversation. Letters 
would speak for themselves, but there 
might be a difference of opinion as to the 
construction to be put upon the words of 
a conversation ; there might be a failure 
of memory as to the words actually used. 
He thought he could cite the opinion of the 
Hon. Minister of Justice in support of the 
doctrine that it was irregular and unparli- 
amentary to refer in Parliament to a pri- 
~ yate conversation, more especially a private 
econversationgwith any honourable member 
of this House. He asked if it was not 
desirable to have this matter settled once 
for all. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked 
if the hon. member did not know perfectly 

well to whom the Hon. Finance Minister 
- alluded in his remarks, when he (Mr. Hol- 
ton) asked for the name. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, most emphati- 
cally, that he did not know, though he 
thought it might be possible—(aughter) 
—it was the gentleman named; but that 
did not touch the question of the pro- 
priety of using private conversation. 


Mr. FERGUSON said, that had the 
matter of the debate or the question of 
veracity now raised, been strictly confined 
to a member of the Government, and any 
one of the leading members of the Uppo- 
sition, or indeed to any two gentlemen 
holding seats in the House, he (Mr. Fer- 


rising to say a word on the subject. But 
such not being the case, and as the debate © 


' became more or less general, he felt 
‘bound to state that he considered the 


Hon. the Finance Minister had been 


treated most uncourteously, and most un- 


fairly by the hon. gentlemen of the Oppo- 
sition. He said the House will remember 
the peculiar circumstance under which 


_ this wonderful crime of publicly repeating 


a@ private conversation was committed, 
and which undoubtedly justifies the course 
pursued by the Hon. the Minister of 
Finance on the occasion. That hon. gentle- 
man in referring to certain statements 


‘made in a letter to some private friends, 
-and which afterwards found its way to the 
_ press of the country on the subject of inde- 


pendence as akin to annexation, was dared 
by the Hon. Member for Lambton to the 
proof of his assertions, and a broad insinua- 


tion made that without proof the state- 
ourable gentleman gave the details of the | . i i 


ments would be held as false and utterly 
incorrect. The Hon. the Finance Minister 
finding himself in that position, was natu- 
rally if not necessarily compelled to turn 
to his sources of information, and what he 
had based his opinions and statements 
upon, and along with others this private . 
conversation, (if it may be so called) with 
a gentleman in Montreal. And then, sir, 
the hon. gentlemen of the Opposition, no 
doubt suspecting who the, gentleman re- 
ferred to was, insisted upon having the 
name given, as without which the state- 
ment even then would be considered 
doubtful if not totally untrue, and by this 
cunning device the Hon. the Minister of 
Finance was induced to mention the name 
of the Hon. Mr. Young. And now in the 
face of all this pressure-—this urgency on 
the part of hon. gentlemen, first to get 
the details of this private conversation, 
and next the name of the party, we are 
told that it was a gross violation of contfi- 
dence and honour, on the part of the Hon. 
Minister of Finance in making the revela- 
tions he did, while in reality he (Mr. Fer- 
guson) held that under the circumstances 
he could scarcely have done ‘otherwise, 
and that if any blame at all attached, it was 
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to the honourable gentleman who forced 
him 


into that  positidn. Then as 
regards the lack of courtesy to 
the Hon. the Minister of Finance in 


doubting his word, even his most solemn 
declaration, as had been done by several 
hon. gentlemen, was a matter that not only 
affected the Hon. Minister of Finance, but 
every hon. gentleman holding a place or a 
seat in this House, and that was the point 
that more especially induced him (Mr. 
Ferguson) to rise or speak on the occasion, 
holding as he did that to degrade one 
membey was an insult, a degradation to 
the whole. That for his own part, and as 
far as he was learned in Parliamentary 
usages, it was held that a statement made 
upon the word and honour of a member of 
the House, was invariably received by his 
peers or brother members as worthy of all 
credence, and above, and beyond the state- 
ments to the contrary, of any gentleman 
not belonging to the Parliament, or occu- 
pying a seat therein; but in this case hon. 
gentlemen of the opposition rise up and 
express doubts, if not utterly repudiate, 
the statements made by the Hon. Minister 
of Finance, although that hon. gentleman 
adds, that in addition to his own word he 
has fortunately a witness, (although as he 
says that witness is his own son) to testify 
to the truth of his assertion, and of the 
statements made by the Hon. Mr. Young. 
And singular to say that notwithstanding 
this double proof in the person of his son, 
(and about whose being present there was 
nothing wrong, nothing singular, nothing 
preconcerted or arranged) these hon. gen- 
tlemen are bold enough to still doubt, and 
to receive a few words of denial by Tele- 
graph from Montreal, as a sufficient con- 
tracdiction to all that has been stated by 
one of their own fellow members, and one 
of the Ministers of the Crown. That as he 
(Mr. Ferguson) stated before, he could 
only repeat, that he considered the course 
pursued by some hon. gentlemen as most 
uncourteous to the Hon. Minister of 
Finance, and should be frowned down by 
every member of the House; and that 
until otherwise shown, and that too beyond 
all manner of doubt to the contrary, the 
word of any member of the House should 
be deemed worthy of all credence by their 
Colleagues at least, but if subsequently 
shown that such statements were untrue, 
then he (Mr. Ferguson) hesitated not in 
saying that such members were unworthy 
a place in the House, or amongst gensle- 
men, and should be expelled if possible. 

The matter was then dropped. 

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY LOAN, 

Mr. BLAKE moved an address for 
copies of the correspondence between the 
Imperial and Canadian Governments, 


Mr. Ferguson. 
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touching the Intercolonial Railway Loan, | 


and (Orders in Council, etc. He made 
some remarks regarding the manner 1 
which this loan had been used by Mr. 
Rose, and thought it was neither credit- 
able to the Government nor the country. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said a 
large majority of the House last session had 
been satisfied with the course taken by the 
Government, and that the necessary 1n- 
terests of the people of Canada had been 
fullyprotected.—The motion was carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE, 


Mr. BLAKE moved an address for copies 
of correspondence and Orders in Council, 
respecting the admission of Prmce Ed- 
ward's Island or British Columbia into the 
Union, &¢.—Motion carried. 


Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of corres- 
pondence touching legislation in any of 
the Provinces and disallowance of acts, &c. 
He said he understood that general in- 
structions upon the subject of Provincial 
Legislation had been issued by His Excel- 
lency.—Motion carried. 


PAYMENT TO SIR A. MacNAB. 

Mr. RYMAL moved fora select com- 
mittee to enquire into the payment of $20- 
000 to the late Sir Allan MacNab. -He 
spoke at some length, charging the Hon. 
Minister of Justice with one of the basest 
transactions in the records of Canada, in 
giving $20,000 to Sir Allan MacNab, when 
they had been bitter enemies, for the pur- 
chase of a site in Hamilton for a Deaf and 
Dumb Asylum. He said Sir Allan had 
been opposed to the then Attorney-Gen- 
eral, but had accepted office as Speaker of 
the Legislative Council as his reward, 
But he (Rymal had discovered that the 
title deed of the land had never been 
given to the Government, though money 
had been drawn, it had been said, without’ 
the order of any member of the Govern- 
ment. He had endeavoured to find out all 
about the matter, but had been requested 
by the hon. Minister of Justice to put it off. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD indig-' 
nantly said the hon. member had insulted 
the ashes of the dead, though he might 
attack him (Sir John <A.) and he would 
take the consequences. $20,000 had been 
paid by the Government with which he was, 
connected on the day or day after he had 
gone out, and the Government of the 
hon. member for Cornwall had come in. 
The Government had asked the opinion of 
the Hon. Isaac Buchanan respecting a site 
for amuch needed Deaf and Dumb Asy- 
lum, at Hamilton, and his friend, the hou, 
member for Peel, had been employed by 
the Government to see if the titles were 


right ; the money had been paid when he | 
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_voured to investigate the matter. 


brought them down. 


o’clock. 


' said in the House. 
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was not at the head 
and he did not know how it was paid. 
When the hon. member had brought up 
his motion last session, he (Sir John) had 
been greatly surprised, but had endea- 
Hon. 
Mr. Cameron had accidentally found the 
title deeds of the land purchased for asite 
in the vaults of his office, and had just 
This cleared the 
memory of Sir Allan McNab. He had no 
objection to a committee being appointed. 
Motion carried. 
PRINTING CONTRACTS. 

Mr. YOUNG moved an address for 
copies of tenders and contracts for depart- 
mental printing.—Carried. 

SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the appointment of a Select Committee 
to appoint the usual standing committees. 
—Carried. 

The House adjourned at six o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, February 24, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at three 


CHAMPLAIN CANAL. 


Mr. M. P. RYAN presented a petition 
from the Hon. John Young for an Act 
of Incorporation of a Company to construct 
a canal from Lake Champlain to the St. 
Lawrence. 

NORTH WEST TERRITORY. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD 
moved the appointment of a special com- 
mittee to examine papers connected with 
the North West territory, and to report 
what portions it would be expedient to lay 
before the House, composed of Sir John, 
Howe, Langevin, Tilley, Morris, Dunkin, 
J. S. Macdonald, McDougall, Holton, Mac- 
kenzie and Blake. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE HE. CARTIER referred 
to a remark of the hon. member for North 
Lanark that he regretted that he ‘(Sir 
George) had not in his speech said anything 
in condemnation of the proceedings of the 
insurgents at Red River. He begged to 
remind the House that he had on two or 
three occasions, in his speech, condemned 
the disturbances, but in some of the pa- 
persit had been merely stated that he 
confirmed the statement of the Hon. Mr. 
Langevin. He mentioned this so that he 
might not be misunderstood. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL called attention 
to the great dfficulty under which the re- 
porters laboured, in ascertaining what was 
These gentlemen had 
a very onerous duty to perform, and every 


: 
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The diffi- 
culty in hearing might be obviated by 
erecting a temporary gallery for short- 
hand reporters only, over each of the en- 
trances into the Chamber, lower down 
than the present gallery. Such an ar. 
rangement would not probably interfere 
with the artistic beauty of the House, and 
would certainly bring the reporters within 
hearing distance. | Where they were, he 
had been told, it was utterly impossible to 
hear many of the gentlemen who were m 
the habit of addressing the House, espe- 
leader of the Government, 
whose remarks, above all others, ought to 
be correctly reported. Such an arrange- 
ment as he had suggested could be carried 


Territory. 


'outin two or three days, and at avery 


trifling expense. With reference to the 
remarks of the Minister of Militia he was 
exceedingly pleased to find that hon gen- 
tleman so anxious that no misunderstand- 
ing with regard to his position and the po- 
sition of the Government on the North 
West question should go to the country. 
He had always believed that the Minister of 
Militia would take a broad Canadian view 
of this question, and not be influenced by 
local, sectional or national feeling, in 
dealing with it. He then referred to cer- 
tain statements in the papers, and partic- 
ularly to the reported remarks of the Hon. 
Letellier de St. Just, in the Senate, that 
he had been guilty of doubtful acts in 
connection with the treaty with the In- 
dians in the Manitoulin Island. He would 
briefly state the facts in connection with 
this matter. In the first place he had ob- 
served, in certain papers, especially in cer- 
tain organs of the Government, a desire to 
create a prejudice against him personally, 
because of some supposed misconduct in 
connection with the Manitoulin treaty. 
Fortunately, that supposed misconduct, 
whatever it was, had never been heard of 
among the half-breeds of Red River. He 
had made particular enquiries on this 
point, and found they had heard nothing 
about these stories. Attempts had been 
made by Sir Francis Bond Head to have 
the Island of Manitoulin conveyed to the 
Government, in order that homes might be 
provided for such Indians from the main- 


land as desired to go there. 
The policy of the Government of 
that day was not carried out; few 


of the Indians went to the Island, 
but in course of time a number of Indians 
from the Western States went 
there. The late Chancellor of Upper 
Canada, by the authority of the Govern- 
ment, undertook to negotiate a treaty 
with the Indians for the ceding of the 
Island to the Government, and _ propo- 
sitions were made to them which they did 
notaccept. Subsequently the Government 


159 North West 
member for Cornwall, with himself as Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands, felt it desirable 
to carry out the policy pr eviously decided 
upon. He was authorized by the Govern- 
ment to undertake the negotiations with 
“the able assistance of the Deputy Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs; they had a 
conference with the Indians, ‘and a tr eaty 
was agreed to, one of the most favourable 
treaties that had ever been made with 
Indians in this country, because it 
secured the lands to the Indians individu- 
ally, and also the proceeds of money from 
the sale of these lands. But to meet the 
views of Jesuit missionaries, who did. not 
desire the cession to Government of lands 
under their control, in the way that was 
proposed, they drew a line across the 
island, leaving the eastern portion under 
the control of these gentlemen. Subse- 
quently, on complaint of some parties, 
the papers were moved for, but it was not 
thought necessary to print them. All 
that had been done in the matter had been 
done in the interests of the country and 
honestly and fairly towards the Indians. 
Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said that he 
was in Opposition at the time of the Mani- 
toulin transaction referred to, and was not 
inclined to look very favourably on the 
actions of the Government, but he could now 
in justice to the hon. gentleman state, 
that his impression was, that it was a good 
arrangement, and carried out with every 
fairness to those concerned. In reference 
to the statements concerning this matter, 
which had been made in some of the news- 
papers, he said that they, whether sup- 
porting the general policy of the Govern- 


ment or not, had no sanction from himself 


or his colleagues. 

Mr. SIMPSON (Algoma) said that he had 
some knowledge of the state of matters 
in Manitoulin Island, and could state that 
everybody in that section of country, con- 
sidered the treaty made by the member 
for Lannrk to be one of great justice to 
the Indians. The territory was very large 
and sparely populated by Indians. The 
‘land, however, is very good, 
settlng up. There had been no complaint 
mace as to the course taken by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. MACKENZIE © said it was very 
strange that these statements should ap- 
pear in what were known as Government 
organs. It had appeared to many others 
aswell as tothe hon. gentleman, that an 
attempt was being made to turn him into 
a scapegoat for the Government, upon 
whom the whole blame of the transactions 
could be fixed. Any blame affixed, or at- 
tacks made upon him, for his conduct after 
leaving Canada, must be borne by the 
Government; and he (Mr. Mackenzie) | 


My. Mac Kenzie 


and is fast | 
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thought that any attacks made by the 
Government organs should be repudiated 
in the same manner as had been done in 
this case by the leader of the Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that he had always been personally op- 
posed to what was called organism, as he 
considered it was an unw holesome system. 
and one not known to British practice. Va- 
rious sections of public opinion had their 
organs or papers holding their opinions, 
but he denied being responsible for any 
opinions expressed by any newspapers. 
He had always avoided anything of this 
kind in any partof the country. The hon. 
member for Lambton was entirely in error 
in his statements as to the course of the 
Government in respect to this matter. It 
was not only papers supporting the Gov- 
ernment that had attacked the hon. nem: 
ber for Lanark. The first paper calling for 
his return was the Globe. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE considered it due to 
himself to make an observation. He 
hardly knew anybody that could influence 
anewspaper. He had never written a line 
for a paper in Canada, nor influenced an 
article inany way. ‘The hon. member for 
Lanark complains of rumors and statements 
made by newspapers during his absence, 
and he thought it would have been better 
if that gentleman had in reference to 
rumours in the North-West, come home 
to his colleagues, and stated to them what 
he had heard, giving them an opportunity 
of making then, the same flat denial as 
had that day been made on the floor of the 
House. He did not think that gentlemen 
on either side of the House would like to 
hold themselves responsible for everything 
said in the papers usually supporting them. 
Much as the hon. gentleman admired the 
Globé, he would not, he thought, like to 
pledge his reputation on the “veracity of 
everything it said. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—How 
T admire it. 


The SPEAKER then presented a mes- 
sage from His Excellency with the papers 
relative to the recent occurrences in the 

North West Territory, which, on motion 
of Sir John A. Macdonald were referred to 
the special committee above named. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD moved, that 
when the House adjourns, it stand ad- 
journed till Monday. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the House 
might fairly enough use an hour or two ip 
morrow afternoon in advancing pul, 
business, and do a good deal towards 
launching public business. 


Motion agreed to, 


do you know 
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ELECTION LAW. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD introduced | 


a bill respecting elections, and said that 
as it would affect all parties, he desired 
the bill to have the fullest consideration. 


It could be discussed clause by clause, | 


and he proposed on Government days, 
when the House was not otherwise em- 
ployed, to take up this bill by clauses, and 
give it the most careful consideration, in 
order to have no hurry about it and have 
a good election law. 


Bill read a first time. 
COURT OF APPEAL. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said he had 
intended to introduce a bill respecting the 
Court of Appeal, but he had received 
printed observations from the judges, and 
the bar of New Brunswick had also ex- 
pressed their opinions, which were worthy 
of full consideration, and he wished care- 
fully to read them before he brought down 
the bill. 


_ Mr. BLAKE asked if the Hon. Minister 
of Justice would bring down the statements 
of the Judiciary and Bar. 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD—Certainly. 


He would be very glad to do so. 


DOMINION ARBITRATORS, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN introduced an 
Act to extend the powers of the Dominion 
Arbitrators to cases not now referable to 
them by the present law. 

Hon. Mr. YOUNG inquired the amount 
of salary and allowances to the Dominion 
Arbitrators. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said $1,000 and, 
travelling expenses. 

Mr. MACKENZIE inquired if the Do- 
minion Arbitrators had not been asked to 
act in cases other than those required by 
the Act. He had heard of such a case in 
Nova Scotia. 

Ton. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
did not know of such cases. Arbitrators 
could only sit upon claims under the 
Board of Works Act, but in one or two cases 
other claims had been referred to them. 


Mr. BLAKE said he hoped,if the principle 


recognized, that the Government was li-! 


able for accidents on railways worked by 
the Government, Arbitrators would have 
jurisdiction to determine the amount of 
recompense for injury done. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would have power to decide such 
claims. 

Bill read a first time. 

IROQUOIS INDIANS. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved an Address 
for copies of the correspondence between 
the Government and the [voquois Indians 
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| of Two Mountains, respecting their title to 
the land of the seigniory. He said he knew 
nothing about the matter personally, but 
thought the facts should be submitted for 
public inspection. He was informed that 
the tribes believed they had a right to 
the land occupied by them, and that titles 
were vested in trust for them with 


the gentlemen of the seminary of 
St. Sulpice, Montreal. He did not 
know how this was, but made the 


motion in order to have the correspon- 
dence produced. It appeared there was 
a dispute of a denominational. character 
in the matter. Asa general rule he con- 
sidered it was undesirable to disturb the 
minds of the Indians with denominational 
disputes, and that where a mission had 
been established by one church, it was not 
desirable that another church should enter 
into opposition, merely for the purpose of 
proselytizing ; but if any number of 
Indians did change their religious views, 
they should be protected. The House 
and authorities would extend to the 
Indians the necessary protection, and 
he had no doubt the Government 
had dealt with the matter in a legal 
and proper way. It was better to bring 
down the papers, and to ascertain by posi- 
tive evidence, that the statements put 
forth by certain newspapers and certain 
individuals had no foundation, or if they 
had any foundation, this House should 
take cognizance of them, and put the 
Indians in possession of their just rights. 
He called the attention of the honourable 
Secretary of State and the honorable 
Minister of Public Works, tothe petition 
of these tribes. All Indians were con- 
sidered minors; and public men, as well as 
constituted authorities, were equally 
bound to extend to them all the protection. 
possible. He also wished to know whether 
there were any reserves available, so that 
these Iroquois and Algonquins, who com- 
plained of ill-usage might resort to them 
as a home, and if the gentlemen of the 
Seminary proved they (Indians) had no 
title to the lands claimed, the Indian 
Department of the Government should pro- 
vide some places where they can obtain 
homes for themselves, and be able to cul- 
tivate some little land they might call 
their own. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE. said the question 
turned upon whether the gentlemen of 
the seminary had a legal title or not. A 
Report had been made upon this affair by 
his predecessor, and endorsed by the 
Honourable Minister of Justice. 

Hon Mr. LANGEVIN said, the Algon- 
quins and Iroquois had been induced by 
some outsiders to claim a right to the owner 
ship of the Seigniory of Two Mountains. 
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Their claims had been fully investigated, 
and it had been found that the Seigniory 
had been granted by the King of France, 
to the seminary of St. Sulpice, and the 
grants had been confirmed when the 
country came under England. Under the 
Special Council of Lower Canada in 1840, 
the title of the gentlemen of the Seminary 
of St. Sulpice was also recognized by an 
ordinance ; and when the Seignorial Tenure 
Act passed, these gentlemen became sole 


proprietors of all the unconceded lands of ; 


the Seigniory in the same way as other 
Seignors became proprietors in other 
Seigniories. Indians had therefore no right 
to the ownership of the Seigniory, but the 
Seminary had always given the Indians the 
use of a certain quantity of land in the 
village of Two Mountains. It was not how- 
ever given, nor sold to them, though they 
were never disturbed. But they wished 
to go further; they wished to cut timber 
on the land, and sell it. The Seminary 
would not allow this, though they allowed 
the Indians to cut cord wood and all the 
timber they wanted for fences and other 
necessary purposes. He had investigated 
the matter and the Minister of Justice had 
endorsed it, and an order in Council had 
been passed confirming his decision. 
There was no doubt as to the ownership 
of the land. Other complaints would be 
explained when the papers came down, 
and it would be seen that the gentlemen of 
the Seminary had met those charges fully. 
He had endeavoured to induce the Indi- 
ans of Two Mountains to remove elsewhere 
and better their condition, but. they had 
lived a century or two where they were 
now, and wanted to remain there. The 


Algonquins had reserves in the County of 


Pontiac, where the majority of them 
had settled and were prospering,’ and 
the Iroquois in Terrebonne, where there 
was some good valuable well-timbered 
land. He had offered to remove them, to 
any place in Upper or Lower Canada, but 
not to the United States, and the Semi- 
nary, had offered to pay them _ the 
full value of their improvements, but the 
Indians would not go. He had no objec- 
tion to the production of the papers. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was satisfied with 
the explanations of the honourable gentle- 
man, but as some extraordinary statements 
had been made, it was better to see the 
papers. . 

Motion carried. 


Mr. MILLS moved for the correspon- 
dence respecting the property of Intes- 
tates dying without heirs. His object was 
to learn whether property so escheated 
went to the Governor-General of the Do- 
minion, or to the Lt.-Governors of the Pro- 
yinces. He found cases in which the pro- 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 


\ 


{perty escheated, was claimed by the | 


Governor of the Dominion. The ques- 
tion involved more than appeared on 
the face of it. Ifthe claim of the Domin- 
ion were supported on the ground on 
which it was put, then he held the Local 
Government could not appoint Magis- 
trates; there was no Queen’s Attorney 
General for the Provinces; no patent 
could issue for lands from the Crown, &e. 
He stated the law relative to the 
two kinds of escheats; one arising from 
failure of heirs, and the other from for- 
feiture, and quoted cases in reference to 
both points from the old colonial decisions 
and laws on the subject, and the opinions 
of the Law officers of the Crown in 
England. By the British North America 
Act it was clear that the executive powers 
of the Lt.-Governors were regal powers, 
and he quoted the 9th, 12th and 63rd 


were delined.—Motion granted. 


Mr. STIRTON moved for the correspon- 
dence respecting the settlement of ac- 
counts, between Ontario and Quebec and 
the Dominion, &¢.—Carried. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville,) moved 
for a statement of the cost and charges con- 
nected with the offices of the Intercolonial 
Railway. He intended to introduce a Bill to 
effect important changes in the manage- 
ment of the office, and he was anxious for the 
fullest information possible before doing so. 
From public information it would appear, 
that a degree of extravagance prevailed, 
such as had not been heard of before, 
even in Canada, and he would be prepared 
to show that the changes he intended to 
propose in the management of this great 
work were necessary. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that for the purpose of enabling his hon. 
friend to carry out his laudable end 
of preventing extravagance, and to econo- 
mise the expenses of the Dominion, which 
he was so anxious about, he would have no 
objection to bring down all the correspon- 
dence and papers asked for. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—The Minister of Jus- 
tice admits the extravagance. 

Mr. JONES said the Minister of Justice 
might be sarcastic, and might try to treat 
the matter lightly, but the members of 
the House and the country looked upon it 
in a different way. Motion passed. 

UPPER CANADA BANK. 

Mr. MACKENZIE in moving for copies 
of correspondence between the Govern- 
ment and the Trustees or Stockholders of 
the Upper Canada Bank said, that last year 
he had called the attention of the 
House to the unsatisfactory position in 
which the affairs of the Bank of Upper 


Sees. to show how the different powers — 
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- Canada were left. It was stated by the | 
Hon. Mr. Rose, that his attention had been 
directed to the subject, and a promise was 
then made by the Government, that the | 
matter would be looked after immediately 
on the House rising. The process of liqui- 
dation was most unsatisfactory, and the | 
entire available assets would, he was 
afraid, be wasted, unless the matter could 
i be closed speedily. The expense of wind- 
* \’ ing up for the last three years had 
. amounted annually to $14,000, and he was 
: informed that this had only been reduced 
4 by $2,000 or $3,000. He believed that under 
the management of a single liquidator 
who would effect a speedy settlement, 
more benefit would be derived than from 
the management of the Board of Trustees. 


7 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS had no ob- 
jection to the production of the papers. 
The liquidation was in an unsatisfactory 
state. But the most important part of the 
assets was in real estate, which it might 
not be desirable to realize immediately. 
His attention had been directed to the 
matter since he had taken office, and leg- 
islative measures would be probably 
brought down by the Government at an 
early day, to provide for certain alterations. 


Mr. MACKENZIE desired to call at- | 


tention to the statement made by the 
member for Welland. He had two years ago, 
objected strongly to force sales of the 
real estate, but had assured the Committee 
that in two years the real estate assets 


would be realized. But for that assurance, 
the Committee would have had a clause 

__ Inserted so make it compulsory to do so. 
The property instead of increasing in value, 
was deteriorating. A property which had 
been worth $20,000 was recently sold 
for $7,000, an offer for $10,000 having 
been declined ten months ago. 


My. BLAKE was satisfied that the course 
followed had been suicidal, and could see 
no advantage to counterbalance the delay 
Those who were lable under the double 


_ liability were becoming fewer, and the 
» burden would crush down the remainder 


/ some day. He advocated sharp and sum- 
mary measures, as necessary for the inter- 
ests of the shareholders and the public. 


Motion passed. 
REPLY TO GOVERNOR'S SPEECH. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the reply to the Governor’s speech be taken 
into consideration. 


On motion the House, at 4:55, adjourned 
till Monday. 
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SENATE. 


Orrawa, February 28, 1870. 


~The SPEAKER took the Chair at the 
usual hour. 


COASTING TRADE. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER moved an address 
for correspondence between the Im- 
perial Government and the Dominion Gov- 
ernment on the subject of the Coasting 
Trade. 

The House then went into Committee 
on the Bill respecting the Coasting Trade, 
Hon. Mr. RITCHIE in the Chair. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY raised some objec- 
tions to the phraseology of certain parts of 
the Bill, and a conversational debate arising 
thereon, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL finally con- 
sented to modify the Bill as suggested. 

The Secretary of State, Hon. Mr. AIKINS, 
laid some returns on the table, and the 
House at 5:45 was adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, February 28, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


PROTECTION TO MANUFACTURES, 


Mr. CURRIER presented a petition from 
the Board of trade for the City of Ottawa, 
praying that a duty be imposed on Coal, 
Salt, and Petroleum and on all manufac- 
tures imported from the United States, 
and that aduty be imposed on all articles 
imported into Canada from the United 
States, the same as similar articles are 
charged there. Also, that the Fishing and 
Navigation privileges now enjoyed by 
citizens of the United States m Canadian 
waters be withdrawn. 

M. C. CAMERON (South Huron) pre- 
sented a number of petitions from the 
farmers of Huron and Bruce, praying for 
protection to Canadian productions and 
manufactures. 

A report was received from the Special 


‘Committee appointed to strike Standing 


Committees for the session. 
LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 


On motion of Hon. Sir JOHN A MAC- 
DONALD a Committee was appointed to 
assist Mr. SPEAKER in the direétion of 
the Library of Parliament. 


LY 
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QUEBEC POST OFFICE. 


Mr. SIMARD asked whether it was the 
intention of the Government shortly to 
erect a new Post Office in the City of 
Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the govern- 
ment knew the necessity of erecting a Post 
Office at Quebec, that negotiations had 
been going on with the proprietor for the 
purchase of the adjoining lot, in order to 
enlarge the site for a new Post Office, and 
the Government intended to ask Parlia- 
ment for an appropriation for the purchase 


| 


of this lot and also for commencing the 
|The sureties had not, in any case, been 
relieved of their responsibility. The return 


erection of a new Post Office thereon. 
ST, LAWRENCE AND BAY OF FUNDY CANAL. 


Mr. BURPEE asked,whether the Govern- 


ment during the recess, in accordance with | 


petitions and the recommendations of the 
Committee on Fisheries and Navigation, 
have taken any steps to ascertain the prac- 
ticability, cost &c., of the proposed St. 


essential to the Intercolonial trade of the 
Dominion. 

- Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied, that the 
Government have had a number of Reports 
on the subject, and that they did not be- 
lieve it was necessary to have any further 
report on the subject. 


PROTECTION TO CANADIAN TOBACCO. 


Mr, GODIN asked, if it was the intention 
of the Government to introduce a measure 


for the abolition of the duty imposed on. 


the sale, by the producer of Canadian leaf 


AOobacco and to impose on foreign tobacco | 


a duty high enough to protect the Canadian 
producer and to encourage the cultivation 
of tobacco in this country. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said, the policy of 


the Government would be announced in 


due course and it was quite irregular to 
state now, what course would be pursued 
on these subjects. 


IMPORT DUTIES ON AGRICULTURAL PRODUCE, 


\ 


/ 
the Hop growing and Salt interests.— 
Carried. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY CONTRACTS, 


Mr. DUFRESNE moved for a statement 
of the names of the Contractors on the In- 


'tercolonial Railway, who have thrown up © 


their contracts. 


Mr. WALSH said that he had no doubt — 


but that the return would be brought 


down; he might inform the hon. member 
that no contracts had been thrown up by 
the contractors, but some of the contracts 


had been annulled by the commissioners. 


to be presented would not be precisely in 


the form asked for in the motion, but 


his hon. friend would inform them if the 


would be as full as possible. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that perhaps 


return would show the reason why the 
contracts had been annulled, and if the 


_sureties had been relieved in these cases. 
Lawrence and Bay of Fundy Canal, so 


Mr. JONES, (Leeds and Grenville), ask- ! 


ed, if it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to place a duty on the agricultural 


ey oa enemas tion on this subject, it would be well if 
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Canada for consumption in the Dominion. 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS returned the same 
answer as above. 


HOP GROWING AND SALT INTERESTS. 


Mr. MAGILL moved the re-appointment 
of the Select Committee of last session, on 


Mr. Magill. 


| 


if 
{ 


| 


He would ask the leader of the Govern- 
ment whether it was the intention of the 


Government to lay before the House a 


report from the Commissioners, showing 
the progress that has\ been made in the 


| work, the amount expended, and showing, 


as the Department of Public Works, would 
be bound to show if charged with its 


“management, the precise position of the 


work. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
had not been the intention of the Govern- 
ment to bring down this information in 
the form ofa Report. The House had aright 
to have the fullest information on such 
subjects, and as the suggestion of his hon. 
friend was not a bad one, it would be con- 
sidered and perhaps adopted. At all 
events, the information would be brought 
down in some shape. 


Mr. WALSH suggested, that the mo- 
tion be amended so as to ask for copies of 
the notices served upon contractors, whose 
contracts had been annulled. 


Mr, McKENZIE said, he had referred, in 
his remarks the other day to a rumour 
that the Commissioners were in some in- 
stances as to the mode of letting out con- 


| tracts, in direct issue with the Chief En- 


gineer. Ifthere had been any report from 
that officer, or any papers giving informa- 


they were sent in to the House. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
certainly. 


UNIFORMITY OF PROVINCIAL LAWS. 


Mr. STIRTON moved for a state- 
ment ofsums paid from the vote of $20, 
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000, to defray expenses for commission for 
making provision for the uniformity of 
the laws of the Provinces &c.—Carried. 


EXPENSES OF SECRETARY af STATE TO 
4 THE NORTH WEST 


Mr. OLIVER moved for a statement 


_ of expenses connected with the mission 
to the North West of the Hon. Secre- 


tary of State for the Provinces:\—Car- 
ried. 


EMPLOYEES INLAND REVENUE 
DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN moved fora list 
of persons who have passed the examina- 
tion required ifor employees in the Inland 
Revenue Department. He said the pre- 
scribed examination was a salutary method 
of securing effective public servants, and 
it was of the highest interest to the coun- 
try that the order in Council should be 
faithfnlly carried into effect. 


_ Hon. Mr. MORRIS said, that the system 


of examination had been going on for 


some time past, that some 124 have passed 


examination, anid that the fullest informa- 


tion would be given in answer to the 
motion. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS asked leave of the 


_ House to make a personal explanation. A 


few evenings ago, the hon. member for 
Shefford took exception to a statement 
made by him (Sir Francis) on Monday last, 

and at the same time said.a letter had ap- 

peared in the Montreal Herald, of that 
day, contradicting it. He desired to state 
briefly the circumstances of the case. In 
consequence of some remarks made by the 
member for Lambton upon a letter of his 
which had appeared in the papers, and 
every statement of which he was prepar- 
ed to defend, a discussion arose as to 
whether those who advocated indepen- 
dence were in favour of annexation. He had 
stated that such was the general opinion, 

and also that he had been told by a promi 

nent supporter of the views of the mem- 

ber for Shefford,. that the result of Inde- 
pendence would be Annexation. He need 
scarcely add that he had not the slightest 
desire at the time to injure the gentleman 
to whom he referred. He knew that that 


_ gentleman was not only in the habit of 
making public speeches, but also of writ- 


ing to newspapers on the subject, and he 
presumed that there was no secret about his 
opinions. At all events, he felt that un- 
der the circumstances, he was justified in 
making reference to them. He regretted 
that he was induced by the pressure 
brought upon him by the member for 
Chateauguay to name the individual; 
he certainly did not intend to 
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do so; and he regretted having done so, 
but being called upon for the name he had 
given it without consideration. He re- 
gretted exceedingly to find that he was at 
direct issue with the gentleman in ques- 
tion with regard to what was said in the 
conversation referred to, but he was bound 
both in courtesy and according to estab- 
lished usage, and every one else was 
equally bound to accept the statement 
made by a gentleman as to what that gen- 


tleman had said. He was the proper per- ° 


son to judge of his own statements. 
It happened however that that very point to 
which reference had been made, was dis- 
cussed by Mr. Young in one of his publish- 
ed letters, and in order that that gentle- 
man’s exact views might be stated he 
would read a paragraph from one of these 
letters addressed to the editor of the Globe, 
which was as follows: 


‘The cry, however, which you have raised, 
and which others will no doubt raise, 
against the policy advocated, is that an- 
nexation to the United States will follow 
independence. Now who are to judge of 
this? Must it not be the four millions who 
will, under independence, be free to 
pursue, and choose such a course as they 
deem the best? The design of every Gov- 
ernment is, or ought to be, to promote in 
the highest degree, the general happiness 
and welfare of its citizens, and that ought 
to be thought the best which conduces 
most to this end. But it must be insisted 
on to the last, that the people of the 
country are most competent judges of this 
matter, and as the popular element must 
predominate in our affairs, it is the part of 
wisdom to use, in good faith and with 
honest Mets the institutions we pos- 
sess, and seek to improve them as we use 
them; and in this way we shall secure for 
ourselves and our posterity a hopeful and 
progressive civilization.” He (Sir Francis) 

was quite willing to accept this statement as 
the exact views of Mr. Young. 


He was all the more desirous of doing 
so, as Mr. Young felt, as well as the mem- 
ber for Shefford, “that a statement such as 
had been made ‘respecting him, was. calcu- 
lated to injure him; and he (Sir Francis) 
would be extremely sorry to be the means 
of injuring either of those gentlemen. 


BANKING. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called the attention 
of the head of the Government to a matter 
that had been neglected, no doubt unin- 
tentially. It would be remembered that 
when a debate took place last session on 
the Banking policy of the Government, the 
House was informed, that steps had been 

taken to obtain a full and correct report 


ee ee Sek Ae Pe ie eel 6 Ti 
tae as % ie el a ¥e eS ‘ ; P ng J > ' 


2186 Banking 


of the debate, which was to be pub- 
lished with the expectation that it would 


have a favourable effect upon pub- 


lic opinion. For some reason or other 
the Government had failed to publish this 
debate. He participated in the opinion 
that the publication of the speeches, on 
that occasion, would have a favourable ef- 
fect upon the country ; and, if the Gov- 
ernment were not prepared to carry out 
their pledge, they should give up the 
manuscript to those who would publish it. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
did not remember of any pledge to that 
effect having been made by the Govern- 
ment. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
was the late Minister of Finance that had 
made the provision. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he would look among the archives that 
gentleman had left behind him, and see 
if he could find the manuscripts. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON remembered dis- 
tinctly that the late Minister of Finance 
had promised that the debate would be 
published. Afterwards he had spoken to 
him about it, but he seemed to imagine 
that the occasion for the publication of it 
had gone by. He (Mr. Cameron) had then 
asked for his own speech, but though he 
had been promised it, he never got it. 


Hon. Sr GEORGE E. CARTIER—Best 
way is to repeat it this session (laughter). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, he had noticed in 
some Western papers a report, which had 
also been mentioned in private letters to 
himself, that the Government had been in 
correspondence with Arthur Rankin, former- 
ly a member in the old Parliament for Essex 
and that he had been sent by the Govern- 
ment upon some mission to the North 
West. He mentioned the report now to 
give the Leader of the Government an 
opportunity of stating whether it was true 
or not. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
Arthur Rankin had some time ago written 
a letter when offering his services to go to 
the North West. The offer was not 
accepted, and Mr. Rankin had not been 
asked, nor employed to go to Red River 
on any mission whatever. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT called the attention 
of the Government, that among official 
Bank returns, there ‘were no returns from 
Nova Scotia Banks. They would be of con- 
siderable value in the discussion of the 


Myr. Mackenzie. 
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Banking policy of the Government, and he 
would be glad if they could be brought 
down. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the papers on 
that subject would be laid on the table, in- 
cluding the state of the Dominion note 
circulation, Dominion notes held by various 


chartered "Banks, and the circulation of . 


chartered Banks for the last twelve months. 
He would make enquiry, and say to-morrow 
whether this return included the returns 
from the Nova Scotia Banks. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT remarked that these 
returns had never been sent into the Do- 
minion Parliament. It might be that Nova 
Scotia Bankers objected to sending in re- 
turns, as a piece of Confederation tyranny. 


Hon. Mr° HOWE said, there was no ob- 
jection on the part of Nova Scotia Bankers 
to make these returns. 
cause of the return not being made, was 
the fact, that Banks there had been in so 
satisfactory a condition for the last twenty 
or thirty years, that the Government got 
careless about returns; they did not 


amount to anything as nobody ever sus- — 


pected that their Banks were not going on 
well. 

Hon Mr. HOLTON—Does the Minister 
of Finance propose going on with his Bank- 
ing resolutions to-morrow ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS .HINCKS—Yes. I 
propose to-morrow to move that the 
House go into Committee on the Resolu- 
tions next Friday. I have no doubt I 
shall be able to lay the resolutions before 
the House several hours before the dis- 
cussion comes on. 


Hon. Sin JOHN A, ALAGCDONGMAD paged 


that the papers connected with the North 
West be printed.—Carried. 


The House adjourned.at 4:50 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, March 1, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
COASTING TRADE. 


The House went into Committee on the 
Coasting Trade Bill, Hon. Mr. Miller in the 
Chair. 


The Bill, 
ported. 


The House adjourned until Thursday. 


with amendments, was re- 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
| Orrawa, March 1, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:30. 


Before proceeding to business, 
BANKING RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE desired to callatten- 
tion to what he conceived to be a breach of 
the privileges of the House. The Finance 
Minister said yesterday that the members 
would be putin possession of the Banking 
Resolutions several hours before the House 
met. He had received his copy only forty-five 


-minutes before, and had not had time even 


) 


toreadit. He thought that there might 
have been unavoidable delay, for which he 
was inclined to make every excuse, but he 
had ascertained, greatly to his indignation, 
he must confess, that some newspapers, 
published inthe interest of the Govern- 
ment, had last night received copies, while 
no member of the House was put in posses- 
sion of them, although they had been 
promised to be given out at an early hour. 
He thought, to use the language of diplo- 
macy, that members should be placed on 
as favourable a footing as the most favoured 
newspapers. He did not object to the 
earliest information possible being given 
to the press, but it should be given impar- 
tialy toall. He had no reason to doubt the 
correctness of the information he had re- 
ceived, and that newspapers in the inter- 
est ofthe Government in distant cities, 
would have information in their columns 
this morning not in possession of the mem- 
bers. He trusted such a gross infraction of 
their privileges would not again occur. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
his desire to put the members as early 
as possible in possession of all infor- 
mation on this subject. With regard to 
the newspapers he could only assure the 
hon. member, that he had done all in his 
power to prevent them from obtaining these 
resolutions before-hand, for the reason that 
it was not fair to the Government to give 
them to newspapers, on either one side or 
the other, as they would be telegraphed to 
different parts of the country and discussed 
before they could be laid before the House 
for consideration. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the Finance 
Minister was not aware of any newspaper 
having received the resolutions? The in- 
formation had reached him in such a way 
as showed him, that they had been obtain- 
ed from the Government by some of the 
newspapers. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
___ nbout eleven or twelve in the forenoon, a 
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gentleman had called on him and stated 
that one of the newspapers had received a 
copy and desiring also to have one, and he 
had given him an order for that purpose. 
He had at the same time sent word to 


ee their distribution as rapidly as possi- 
e. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that might be, 
but at twenty-five minutes to two he had 
asked the postmaster, who had not then 
received them. They had not reached 
him a few minutes before two; when they 
actually reached he did not know, but he 
received his at twenty-five minutes to 
three One gentleman connected with a 
newspaper, had called at the Finance Min- 
ister’s office about one o’clock to obtain a 
copy, having seen copies last night in the 
possession of the correspondents of To- 
ronto papers, and he could not obtain a 
copy. Such a state of things could not be 
allowed. He accepted the statement that 
he (Sir Francis) had not authorised this, 
but it was clear a leak existed somewhere 
in his office, 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS was ready to assent 
to the statement, that the proceeding was 
very irregular, and said he would do all in 
his power to prevent it. 


Policy. 


The matter then dropped. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. M. C. CAMERON (Huron) pre- 
sented a number of petitions from farmers 
in Huron and Bruce, praying that the Gov- 
ernment would take steps to protect the 
natural productions of Canada. 


DUAL REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. MILLS introduced a Bill to abolish 
Dual Representation. 


EXTRADITION. 


Mr. MILLS also introduced a Bill, to 
authorize the Extradition of Criminals. — 


BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS rose to 
move that this House do, on Friday next, 
go into Committee of the Whole to con- 
sider certain Resolutions on the subject of 
Banking and Currency. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON pointed out the in- 
convenience it would be to the House, if 
the debate on this resolution was to come 
on now, as members had only been placed 
in possession of them on their way to their 
seats, and also, it was out of order to go 
on with the debate, as no notice had been 
given of these specific resolutions, 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was willing 
to consult the convenience of the House, 
but thought members would prefer to have 
his explanation of the whole policy of the 
. Government now, so that they would be ful- 
ly prepared for the debate on Friday. How- 
ever, ifit would suit the views of the gen- 
tlemen opposite better, he was quite will- 
ing to postpone his explanations till the 
evening sitting. 


after considerable discussion on a point 
of order, the objections were withdrawn 
and the Finance Minister allowed to pro- 
ceed on the understanding that his speech 
would be merely explanatory of the Gov- 
vernment policy. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
under any circumstances, he should have 
thrown himself upon the indulgence 
of the House in speaking on this question, 
but after the remarks of th® members for 
Chateauguay and Sherbrooke, he felt even 
more embarrassed than he would under 
other circumstances. In speaking on this 
question, he would endeavour, as far as pos- 
sible, to confine himself, as ’ the member 
for Sherbrooke had suggested, to mere ex- 
planation. The question was one which 
should not be considered a party question ; 
it was one which had been forced upon the 
consideration of the Government from va- 
rious causes. Hon gentlemen were well 
aware thata great number of Bank Char- 
ters would soon expire, and it was on 
that account necessary to reconsider 
the Banking Policy of the country. They 
were also aware that different systems pre- 
vailed in the Maritime Provinces from that 
in Ontario and Quebec, and it was exceed- 
ingly desirable to have a uniform system 
for the whole Dominion. These were the 
circumstances under which the Government 
last session brought forward their proposi- 
tions. The chief difficulty atthat time in 
giving them that consideration which the 
Government desired them to receive, was 
the late period of the session when they 
were brought down. He had heard it stated 
that the Government were ptedged to 
bring down the same resolutions this 
session. But it was . perfectly well 


Banking 


understood that had the © resolu- 
tions been . proceeded with last 
session, the Government were pre- 


pared ’to make considerable modifica- 
tions in them, in conformity with the views 
of the House. The question was one sur- 
rounded with difficulties, and one in which 
all classes of the people were interested. 
It was one also in which gentlemen of the 
greatest practical knowledge held widely 
different opinions.. Circumstances had 
occurred since the last renewal of 
the Bank Charters, which impressed 
upon the entire community the neces. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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sity of affording greater security to 
note holders. He: did not desire to 
conceal his own opinion upon the subject, 
and perhaps it would be better for him at 
the outset, to declare, that his opinion 
had long since been formed upon the 
subject of a circulating medium for the 
country. But having done his utmost to 
establish what he considered to be the best 
kind of currency, some thirty years ago, 
he became quite satisfied that the public 
mind in this country was not educated to 
that degree that would make it possible to 
carry such a system into force. His opinion, 
if he were called on to say what was best 


for the country, was strongly in favour of | 


a Government Bank of issue as the sole 
circulating medium, the profits of which 
would go to the country. But the sub- 
ject was fully discussed in 1841 when 
a measure was brought forward on 
the recommendation of Lord Sydenham, 


who was himself a strong advocate of the . 


measure, and who.recommended it in 
his opening speech to Parliament. 
It was then found that public opinion 
wasagainst it. The reasons were obvious. 
In Ontario and Quebec alone, during many 
years, there had been loaned to the public 
on the basis of the circulation of the Banks, 
not less than eight or nine million dollars, 
and the withdrawal of this circulation, 
and the substitution of a Government 
issue based upon Government Securities, 
would necessitate the withdrawal of these 
loans to the public. He was strongly im- 
pressed with the difficulty m 1841; and 
while he was theoretically in favour of a 
Bank of Issue, he did not conceal his opin- 
ion that if any such scheme was to be 
carried out, it was absolutely necessary to 
adopt some measure to prevent the evils 
that would be produced by the sudden with- 
drawal of these loans to the public. 
1841, although he was more than once in 
the Government, he never deemed it ex- 
pedient to attempt to bring forward that 
scheme again. In 1866 a Provincial note 
issue was sanctioned, and he had to confess 
he was rather astonished to find that the 
honourable gentleman who had _ intro- 
duced that measure, had succeeded in 
obtaining the assent of Parliament to it. 
Had that measure been successful, that 
is to say, had all the Banks in the Domin- 
on accepted the conditions of that Act, then 
he would have considered that it was a 
wise measure, and that the subject had 
been very satisfactorily settled, but inas- 
much as only one Bank agreed to accept 
the conditions, thereby placing itself on 


a different footing from all the other. 


Banks, in the Provinces of Ontario and 
Quebec, he must say that he looked upon 
it as quite impossible that it could have 
worked well. 
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it is necessary that all the Banks should 
be on the same footing, (hear, hear), and 
it was impossible that that Act could be 


worked satisfactorily while a great advan- 


tage was given to one Bank which had 
accepted the conditions of the Act. Of 


- course he did not desire in the slightest 
degree to impute any blame to the 


Bank which accepted of this proposition ; 
on the contrary, he thought that the Gov- 
ernment was very much indebted to it for 
adopting a policy which at the time was 
indispensable to maintain the public credit. 


The other Banks not having accepted the. 


conditions, and the Charters being about 
to expire, it was absolutely ‘necessary, 
as he had already stated, for the 
Government to determine what con- 
ditions should be imposed upon the 
Banks renewing their Charters, and how 
those Charters should be made to give due 
security to the note holders. ‘The hon. 
gentleman who preceded him, expressed 
his willingness to make modifications in 
his scheme. He (Sir Francis) had taken 
every opportunity since his acceptance of 


office of getting every information on the 


subject, and he had had an opportunity 
of learning precisely what those modi- 
fications were, in which he (Hon. Mr. 
Rose) intended to have acquiesced, and he 


‘(Sir Francis) had come to the conclusion 


that the modifications were not such as 
he could recommend. They might pos- 
sibly have met one of the leading objec- 
tions made to the scheme of last session, 
but they would be open, in his opinion, 
to other objections. He thought he 
would not be violating any contidence, 
nor committing any irregularity if he 
glanced at what they were. The hon. 
gentlemen would recollect that great com- 
plaint was made that the scheme did not 
enable the Banks to afford that expansion 
of circulation which takes place at certain 
periods of the year. The modification 
proposed was, that the circulation could be 


‘increased by the issue of notes secured by 


commercial paper, which notes were to be 
withdrawn from circulation after the lapse 
of a few months. He objected to this, 
as he thought it impossible to. tell 
at what time expansions would take 


place, as some banks expand their 
circulation at one time, some at 
another. The Banks of the Maritime Pro- 


vinces do not increase their circulation at 
the same time asthose of the Upper Pro- 
vinces, nor do those connected with the Ot- 


-. tawa trade increase their circulation at the 


same time as the Western Banks. The 
whole subject, as regards the interest of the 
different Provinces, required a great deal 
of consideration. [It was clearly shown 
during last session that the Province of 
Ontario was differently situated from the 
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Province of Quebec. In Quebec, the circu. 

lation of the Banks is very small, compared 
with the paid up capital. Those Banks 
which have no dealings with Ontario 

but are confined to Quebec are more 
Banks of deposit than of circulation, and. 
therefore, the propositions of the Govern- 
ment were opposed by the members from 
Ontario rather than by those from Quebec. 
In the Province of New Brunswick he 
believed that the general opinion was that 
the system would not be satisfactory. 
The Nova Scotia Banks were less interested 
as their circulation was more limited. 
When he was called upon to deal with 
the question he had to consider what 
kind of security it was best to obtain from 
the note holders. Several suggestions had 
been thrown out. He had found that 
among othersit had been suggested that 
avery good security would be to make the 
note holders have a preference over deposi- 
tors. He must confess that although that 
might be found to be an available security, 

it was open to very great objections. 
It was perfectly well known that 
the Banks are in much = more 
danger in times of commercial crisis 
from depositors than from note holders, 
and if you hold out to depositors that 
note holders are to have a preferential 
claim over them it would incite them to 
withdraw their deposits whenever there 
was the least doubt of the stability of a 
Bank. It would urge them at all events 
to take the precaution to convert their 
deposits into notes in a shape which 
would place them on an equality with the 
note holders. 


- Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that was the 
objection he had taken to the proposal 
last session. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was happy 
to find that his hon. friend and he were to- 
gether, at any rate, on that point. He pro- 
ceeded to say that if the House had gone 
into Committee last year the Government 
would very likely have been prepared to 
abandon that feature of their scheme. 
There was another point to which he 
wished to refer, which might be consider- 
eda matter of detail but it was one on 
which he thought the Resolutions of last 
session were objectionable, which was 
making Bank issues generally legal tenders 
all through the Dominion, and attempt- 
ing to have a uniform currency. He 
looked upon it that it was utterly im- 
possible to have anything of the kind. A 
Bank note redeemable in gold at Halifax 
could not be worth parin the City of 
Toronto, when the expense of sending 
it to Halifax for collection was considered. 
He therefore thought it essential to pro- 
vide that Bank notes shall be payable at 
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the Province where they are issued. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN.—And issued only 
where redeemable ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—That 
would certainly be the way. He was bound 
to admit that the scheme of last session 
provided unnecessarily for the protection 
of the issue of Banks, (hear, hear.) 
There was first of all the provisions for de- 


_ posits of an equal amount of Government 


Securities ; then there was the double liabi- 
lity clause, and there was the first lien upon 
the assets of the Bank. In looking back 
at the history of the country with regard to 
the Banks we can judge for ourselves what 


. would have been adequate security in the 


case of the worst failure we have had. 
He presumed it would be admitted, that 
within the next ten years we can hardly 
imagine that there is any probability of a 
worse failure taking place than that of the 
Bank of Upper Canada. Now the ques- 
tion was what would have been found 
adequate security in that case. He had 
no hesitation in saying that if a stringent 
double liability clause had been enforced, 
the creditors of that Bank would have long 
since been paid, (hear, hear). The difficulty 
that arose was that according to the inter- 
pretation of the liability clause, it seemed 
to have been the opinion of the Courts that 
it was necessary to wind up completely 
the affairs of the Bank before coming on 
the shareholders. ‘That has been the 
great difficulty, especially as the Bank 
assets consisted largely of real estate, not 
easily realized without sacrifice. The con- 
sequence was that the proviso had been 
found almost inoperative. If the double 
liability would have been perfectly suffi- 
vient in that case, he thought they might 
be satisfied, that providing a stringent 
double liability clause were made opera- 
tive in all cases of failure, it 
would be sufficient +to bind the 
shareholders to answer all calls made 
upon them. ‘There were other securi- 
ties provided by the resolutions, the 
security ofalarge paid up capital, and the 
security ofa rest, both of which he con- 
sidered very available securities in public 
institutions, and which certainly had not 
been provided inthe case of the Bank of 
Upper Canada. ‘The resolutions also pro- 
vided foran improvement in the form of 
returns. He had done everything he could 
to find out from practical men who were 


_ considered the best judges in the matter, 


what were the most efficient means of pro- 
tecting the public against the mismanage- 
ment of Banks. But after all we may be 
assured that it is hardly possible to 
provide by legislation against this, 
and if provision is made for the 
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_ the places of issue and redeemable within 
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House 
will have done all it could in that direc- 
tion, andit had no more todo with deposi- 
tors who, if they choose to deposit ina 


security of note holders, the 


Bank, must dosoat their ownrisk. The 
resolutions also provided that Directors 
shall holda certain percentage of the 
Bank capital, andno one should bea Di- 
rector without holding a fixed amount. 
That provision was in accordance with that 
in force in the greatest Bank in the 
world, the Bank of England, and he 
looked upon it asa very necessary thing 
that persons having little or no interest in 
a Bank should not be allowed to manage its 
affairs. Great complaints had been made 
of the large loans made to Directors 
or persons more or less _ interested 
in the management of Banks, and this 
at all events would be rendered less 
likely to occur by the provisions on 
the subject. There was another feature 
to which he wished to call attention, 
because he knew that great reliance 
had been placed upon it as a_ secu- 
rity. It would not be found in the 
resolutions, and he wished to give 
his reasons for thinking it undesirable. 
He referred to the provision making 
it necessary for the Bank to hold a 
certain amount of specie in its vaults. 
He thought this provision rather dan- 
gerous than otherwise. If a very mo- 
derate sum is stated as the amount of 
specie to be held, the danger is that that 
will be thought quite sufficient, and that 
Banks will contine themselves to that 
amount, and the public will get the idea 
that it is quite safe if the Bank has 
got, say twenty per cent., to meet its 
engagements. But the great objection he 
had to the provision was that the reserves 
of the Banks on which they depend, for 
meeting their liabilities, did not consist 
solely of the gold which was in their vaults. 
Banks doing business with England, the 
United States and foreign countries, must 
of necessity keep a large amount of their 
funds in London and in New York, and 
those balances are just as good to them as 
gold would be. It was well known that in 
the Bank of England, probably one of the 
best managed Banks of circulation in the 
world, the gold reserves are often running 
in excess of any amount that would be 
required by any legislative enactment. 
With regard to the Currency of the 
country he believed that the public was 
entitled to profit by its circulation. There 
were two ways by which this might be 
effected; one by a Bank tax, such as was 
imposed in 1841, or, perhaps, a little 
higher, and which lasted for a considera- 
ble time, but which was modified, owing 
to the exigencies of the Government 


obliging them to amend the law so a8 te | 


_-the amount 
much reduced indeed. 
he found, by an honourable gentleman 


_ go to the public. 


Banking 
make it necessary for Banks to hold 
ten per cent. of their Capital in Govern- 
ment Securities, and, if he was not mis- 
taken, that was the time when the Banks 
were relieved from paying taxes upon 
the full amount of their circula- 
tion, and were allowed to deduct the 
Government Securities they held, and 
the specie in their vaults, so that 


of their tax was very 
It was admitted, 


who took a prominent part in the debate 
last session, that it was perfectly fair that 
the public should derive a benefit from 
the Bank circulation. He (Sir Francis) had 
endeavoured to frame a scheme that 
would give a considerable benefit to the 
public with very little disadvantage to the 
Banks, that was by requiring the Banks 
to hold one-half of their cash reserves in 
Dominion notes which would be of no 
disadvantage to them whatever, as they 
were legal tenders and would be equally 
advantageous tothe Banks as gold, and 
would supply a very considerable circula- 


_ tion, which would economise the use of 


so much gold and the profit of that would 
The other proposition 
embraced in the resolution 
into the hands of 
the small issues 
below four dollars. The circulation 
of these small notes had_ been 
variously estimated. It was very difficult 
at present to say what it was because there 
was a great amount of the smaller issues 
displaced by American silver. He believed 
the Banks would suffer very little by the 
new arrangement, and was inclined to be- 
lieve that they would much prefer being 
relieved from the necessity of holding ten 
per cent of their capital stock in Govern- 
ment Bonds and from such a Bank tax as 
would have been brought forward, had 
they been allowed ‘to issue small notes. 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—What is the esti- 
mated circulation of these small Bills ? 


‘Hon.Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was esti- 
mated by Bankers as high as $5,000,000. His 
own opinion was that that was a very ex- 
cessive estimate, and that it would not 
exceed two millions and a half. He had 
based his estimate on the amount of cir- 
culation of Dominion Notes—ones and 
twos. He would readily admit, however, 
that the Dominion Notes were of larger 
denominations in proportion than those of 
other Banks. This was caused by the fact 
that the Banks held their reserves chiefly 
in the larger notes, as would be seen by the 
returns presented to the, House. He 
found that in November last, they nearly 
reached $3,000,000, and were frequently 


about one-half of the whole circulation. | 
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The amounts held by the Banks in reserve 
were chiefly in the larger notes. Assum- 
ing the circulation to be something like 
$13,000,000 or $14,000,000, from 15 to 20 
per cent. of that he thought was in small 
notes, the Dominion Notes being 10 per 
cent. With regard to the circulation of 
Dominion Notes, gentlemen would find 
full information in the statement laid on 
the table. It would be seen that on the 
9th of February, 1870, the circulation was 
$0,431,000, being an excess over gold and 
securities of $323,250. To meet this ba- 
lance, there was in the Receiver’General’s 
Issue Account, held specially against cir- 
culation, $716,250, leaving a balance avail- 
able to meet fluctuations in circulation of 
$393,000. It would be seen that these 
notes were perfectly safe, and that in pro- 
viding for further issues every security 
was given. Not more than _ one 
million could be issued at a time, 
and this increase could not be authorized 
unless the Receiver-General held gold to 
the amount of one-fourth, not only of such 
increase, but also of the debentures, al- 
ready held by him. In case of any diffi- 
culty even:independent of their credit in 
London, there would not be the slighest 
difficulty in obtaining on the security of 
debentures of the Dominion temporary 
advances. He had no hesitation in say- 
ing that at any given day, in case of any 
difficulty arising, gold could be collected 
at leading points in twenty-four hours, by 
making arrangements for exchange at New 
York. With regard to the provision in the 
Dominion Note Act, for the payment of a 
Commission of one per cent. on the amount 
of Dominion notes issued, he was ready to 
admit that at the time that Act was. pass- 
ed, the most natural way was to fix the 
remuneration by a Commission. But ex- 
perience had shown that the commission 
was not the best way to compensate for 
such a service. 
the Dominion Note Act had shown that 
the larger the circulation the more the Gov- 
ernment had to pay in the way of com- 
mission. During the period which had 
yet to elapse—some twelve or fifteen 
months—before the termination of the 
agreement between the Bank of Montreal 
and the Government, different arrange- 
ments would be made in accordance with 
these resolutions. The Bank of Montreal 
was perfectly aware of this intention of the 
Government, and was quite willing to meet 
the Government on that point. He would 
take this opportunity of saying publicly, 
thatin his transactions with the Bank of 
Montreal he had found them invariably 
anxious to meet the views of the Govern- 
ment, andto defer to the wishes of the 
Government, and to do everything in a fair 
spirit, Of course, acase might arise when 
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Government might conflict, in which case 
it would be the duty of one holding the 
responsible position he did, to look after 
the Bank 
would take care of itself. Much excep- 
tion had been taken to the agreement 
now existing; but that agreement was 
made at a time when, perhaps, the Goy- 
ernment was obliged to submit to what- 
ever terms the Bank thought fit to exact. 
He doubted very much whether any better 
arrangement could have been made; but 
it did not follow that it should be carried 
out any longer than circumstances render- 
ed necessary. He might observe also that 
the Government were now perfectly 
free to deposit wherever they pleased. 
With regard to the resolutions on the 
Currency, his object was simply to have 
one uniform Currency for the whole Do- 
minion, as the greatest inconvenience was 
caused by the existing difference in Cur- 
rency in Nova Scotia and other Provinces. 
No doubt there had been an impression 
on the minds of many persons that we 
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the interests of the Bank and those of the 
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a long time the United States adhered 
to the double standard. So long as there 
were specie payments in the United 
States, the amount of the circulation of 
silver had been issued with reference to 
the requirements of forty millions of peo- 
ple. Their silver all passed at par, though 
intrinsically not worth par. The American 
silver twenty-five-cent. pieces, were not 
worth twenty-five cents; in fact, their cur- 
rent value was a great deal beyond their 
intrinsic value. Nothing could be more 
injurious to a country situated as we 
were, than to have circulating amongst us 
the tokens of countries with very large 
populations, and which were issued with 
reference to the requirements ‘of those 
large populations. Their coin did not suit 
us ; it was indispensably necessary that we 
should have a silver coinage of our own. 
He knew that it had been alleged by many 
that it was idle toattempt to legislate in the 
direction of abolishing foreign comms, and 
that they would be circulated in spite of any 
Act to the contrary. He was of a different 


| opinion. He believed that the whole diffi- 


were likely to have an international system | culty arose from persons who either have 


of coinage, and that it would be better to 


‘wait forthat system. But there was no 


certainty as to the adoption of the interna- 
tional system; in Britain and France there 
were great doubts about it. In France they 
had a double standard—gold and silver, 
and England would not submit to such 
double standard. In view of these facts, 
and also in view of the fact that immediate 
resumption of specie payments in the Unit- 
ed States, did not appear probable, it was 
extremely improbable that an international 
system of coinage would be adopted at 
any early day. At any rate it was too 
much amatter of uncertainty to justify us 
in postponing indefinitely the assimila- 
tion of Currency throughout the Dominion. 
He was aware that many people in Nova 
Scotia believed their system to be su- 
perior to ours, but it could not be expected 
that our whole system could be altered to 
meet their views, as it would cause very 
great inconvenience, particularly in our 
dealings with the United States. Nearly 
all the gold intended for Bank reserves 
in this country was obtained from New 
York. He was quite sure that in the course 
of time Nova Scotia would find the system 
a good one, though they might suffer some 
temporary inconveniences. These resolu- 
tions also provided for the fixing of rates, 
at which silver and copper coins should 
be issued. It had- long been decided 
by the Governments of England and 
the United States, that there should 
be one standard only, and that a gold 


standard; and that silver, a subsidiary 


coin, should be worth a great deal less 
intrinsically than its nominal value. For 


Hon. Sir. Francis Hincks. 
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large sums to pay periodically for agricul- 
tural purposes, or for payment of wages 
throughout the country. This being the 
case he believed a law fixing the value 


' of silver would be observed just as the usury 


laws were observed. To be sure the usury 
laws did not  wholy prevent usury, 
but respectable persons would not 
violate the law. So it would be witha 
law upon the silver question; respectable 
persons engaged in trade would not after 
the passage of a law accept or pay out sil- 
ver at par, when it was fixed at a certain 
rate. He had now gone over all the reso- 
lutions, and he hoped that the House 
would come to a discussion of them on 
Friday, quite as well prepared as if he had 
said nothing on the subject. . 


Hon. Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT said he 
did not propose to open up a discussion at 
present. He would say, however, that he 
had listened with great satisfaction to 
many of the remarks made by the Finance 
Minister, on the Banking question. He 
was glad to find that it was not proposed 
to adopt the views brought forward last 
session, and that the Government insist 
upon the right of the public to a certain 
portion of the profits of Bank circulation. 
He quite admitted the difficulty of carry- 
ing out abstract views on Currency, and he 
viewed with satisfaction the proposal of 
the Government to take a portion of the 
circulation in their own hands, and that 
the Banks were to hold a portion of their 
reserves in Dominion Notes. He would 
have been glad if they had gone a step 


further, as most profitable to the public, — 


Banking 


and. conducive to the security of the note 
holders. » . 


ty The resolutions having been put, 

i Mr. MACKENZIE said before the mo- 
tion passed he had a remark or two to 
»  +~make. He understood the member for 
_, Sherbrooke to congratulate the Finance 
4 a Minister on his policy having taken a cer- 
ii tain direction, one which, however, was 


opposed to his own (Mr. Mackenzie’s) con- 
_victions.. Abstractly considered the mere 
principle might not be objected to, yet 
og considering the relations of the Goy- 
: _ ernment to the people politically, he must 
dissent from this as he did from 
_ the Act of 1866. He considered that 
_ to have been a failure, as any Banking sys- 
_ temin that direction would be a failure. 
' It was very desirable to dissociate it from 
_ Government control. He was glad to 
find that some provisions most. seriously 
objected to by the Opposition side -last 
session had been spoken against so strong- 
ly by the Finance Minister, and, he might 
Bak say, his speech was a tolerably effective 
saat answer to the proposals of his predecessor. 
Matters of detail he did not propose to 
touch as he had so lately received the re- 
he solutions that he had not even had time 
Be. to read them, but when the time came for 
we discussion, he would be prepared to give 
pies his opinion. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT did not propose to 
discuss them-either, but he could not 
avoid saying, without meaning’ it often- 

_ sively, that it was an emasculated edition 

of the Act of 1866, and would not meet 
the views of a large portion of the com- 
‘Pe munity, especially in Ontario. He expressed 
Ce his appreciation of the careful and lucid 
eal explanation which had been given. What- 
$i, ever views might prevail in the country 
he believed the country would’ benefit by 
the expression of the views of the various 
members. 


Some conversation took place respect- 

. ing the report of the speeches delivered 

last session on the Banking resolutions 

_ which Sir Francis Hincks declared he could 

not find any trace of among the papers left 
by his predecessor. 


Hon, Mr. SAVARY called attention to 

: _ the position ofthe Banks of Nova Scotia, 
wt which, by legislative enactment, cannot 
age issue notes under £5. He asked whether 
me they must wait till their Charters expired 
___._ before they could issue notes of $4. 


Bait Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said they 
could not touch’ the Charters, but the 
-. Banks were at liberty to’ abandon*their 

Charters if they thought they could obtain 
better conditions in new Charters. In re- 
_ ss ference to a question put yesterday, he 
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to give a satisfactory answer. 


get even more time than his hon. friend 
asked for. 


highest respectability, and every consider- 
ation would be. given. 


said that the Nova Scotia Banks had not 
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sent returns, as they were not required to 
do so like the Banks of Quebec and Onta- 
rio. 


Hon. Mr. LE VESCONTE asked whether 


the Act would affect the Halifax Banking 
Company, which was not a Chartered Bank, 
butwas composed of merchants of high 
standing, who had done good service to the 
country. 
would extinguish them asa Company, al- 
though not individually, but they were not 
prepared to see their friends suffer, and he 
therefore considered they should have at 
least three years to withdraw their notes 
from circulation, and redeem them. 


The enforcement of this Act 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. was happy 
They would 


It wasa Company of the very 


The resolution that the House go into 


committee on Friday was passed. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON ‘called attention to 


the condition attached to the appropria- 
tion of $75,000 for ‘‘unforeseen expenses,”’ 
in the Supply Bill of last year. A statement 
of these should have been laid before the 
House within fifteen days after the opening 
of the session. He hoped it would be brought 
down at once. 
to which he would call attention. 
had handed -over the management of 
the internal economy of the House toa 
Committee of the Government, with the 
understanding that a statement of affairs 


There was another matter 
They 


should be brought down at an early day. 
He was not clearifit was directly provided 
for this, but the other was explicit. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said no 
doubt the statement would be brought 
down. 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—Time is up. 

Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS complained 
that he had been taken by surprise ; no 
notice had been given. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the law was 
explicit, and the Finance Minister 
could not find fault with him for calling 
attention to it. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved a 
series of formal resolutions for going into 
supply, and at 5:45 the House adjourned 
till Thursday. 


SENATE, 
Orrawa, March 3, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine proceedings, 
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COASTING TRADE. 


The Coasting Trade Bill was read a third 
time. 
PROMISSORY NOTES BILL. 


* Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 


reading of the Bill—an Act relating to 
‘Bills of Exchange and Promissory Notes. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER said this Bill 
would materially affect the whole mercan- 
tile interests of the Dominion, and he 
hoped the Hon. the Post Master General 
would consent to postpone the second 
reading some days, in order to give parties 
at a distance time to communicate their 
views with reference to its provisions. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL concurring in the 
suggestion, the order was discharged for 
the paper for one week. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 3, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Several petitions were presented from 
Ontario, for the abolition of the duty on 
breadstuffs, coals and salt. 


A petition was, Also presented from the 
Council of Le dae of Agriculture of On- 
tario, praying for a removal of import du- 
ties on thoroughbred animals ‘for improv- 
ing stock. 


Mr. SAVARY presented a petition from 
the Union Bank of Halifax, praying for 
the extension of their charter. 

DUTY ON PROMISSORY NOTES. 

Mr. HARRISON introduced a Bill to 
amend the Act imposing a duty on prom- 
issory notes and bills of exchange. He 
explained that the object of the bill is 
to provide that bills or notes in the hands 
of a bond fide holder for value shall not be 
invalid by reason of the stamps thereon 
not having been erased on the day when 
affixed. He showed that under the law, 
as it at present stands, a bill or note is 
not valid unless properly stamped, and 
that to make a bill or note properly 
stamped, not only must there be stamps 
placed on it sufficient in amount, but that 
these stamps must be erased as at the day 
If a bill or 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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note not stamped at all come to the hands 
of a subsequent party, he may place 
double stamps on it and give it validity, 
as if it came to his hands without the 
stamps having been at all cancelled. But 
sometimes notes are ante-dated and the 
stamps cancelled as at the date of the note, 
and not at the date of affixing the same. 
In this case a subsequent party has no 
means of knowing the fact, and to avoid 
the note in his hands will be seriously to 
affect the negotiability of negotiable paper. 
The bill is designed to remedy this defect 
in the law. 


HOCHELAGA ELECTION. 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE submitted a report ofa 


select committee appointed to enquire into 
the election returns for Hochelaga, that 
atthe instance of the sitting member 
they granted a commission for taking evi- 
dence as to the qualification of the sitting 
member, and by consent of the petitioner 
and the sitting member, they appointed 
Louis Belanger, of Montreal, commission- 
er to examine witnesses in the case, and 
they ask permission to adjourn until the 
Speaker issues his warrant for the Commis- 
sion to take evidence.—Allowed. 


PATENT LAW. 


Mr. OLIVER introduced a Bill to amend 
the Patent Act of 1869, and explained 
that the object of it was to avoid the 17th 
clause, and provide that the patentee may 
take out a patent for five, ten, or fifteen 
years. 

RATE OF INTEREST. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) introduced a Bill to 
limit the rate of interest. 


WELLAND CANAL. 
Mr. MAGILL asked whether it was the 


| intention of the Government to introduce a 


measure this session having for its object the 
enlargement of the St. Lawrence and Wel- 
land Canals, so as to afford greater facili- 
ties for trade and commerce of the Domuini- 
on, now so rapidly on the increase. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, the atten- 
tion of the Government had been called to 
this subject by the honourable members 
for Lincoln, Niagara, Welland and Hamil- 
ton, and also by the Hon. Mr. Benson; 
the Government recognised the  sub- 
ject of providing greater facilities to 
accomodate increased trade to the West, 
and of opening up communication with 
the North West territory as of the high- 


est importance,and they intended to prose- — 
cute the works necessary to attain the — 


objects the honourablee members had 


_reference to his former answer 


_ for the Welland Canal. 
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Protection to 


in view at the 
period the Finances would permit 
them, (laughter). He would give the 
game answer to the member for Lin 
coln, who had a similar question on the 
notice. paper. He might add that the 


earliest possible 


_ Government would ask for an appropriation 


for the purpose of obtaining the Erie level 
While on this sub- 
ject he would supplement his answer 
of the other day to the member for Montreal 
Centre, by stating that the Government 
intended to ask an appropriation for the 
purpose of enlarging the Grenville Canal. 
(Hear, hear.) He would also remark, in 
to the 
member for Sunbury, respecting the Bay 
Verte Canal, that at that time he was not 
aware that the engineer of the Department 


_ had reported that certain surveys or ex- 


aminations were required to complete the 
necessary informaton on that subject. It 
was the intention of the Government to 
make these necessary surveys or exam- 
inations during the summer. 


THE FISHERIES. 


Mr. FORTIN (in absence of Mr. Robi- 
taille) asked why the schooner La Cana- 
_dienne did not appear in the Bay Chaleurs 
during the whole season of mackerel fish- 
ing, to restrain American schooners which, 
to the number of nearly eight hundred, 
fished during the whole season without 
license, to the great detriment of our fish- 
eries; also, why the only steamer of the 
Royal Navy appointed for the protection 
of our fisheries remained but a few days at 
the entrance of the Bay Chaleurs, before 
the season for mackerel fishing, and why 
the said steamer did not remain in our 
waters to restrain the hundreds of Amer- 
ican schooners that fished throughout the 
whole season, to the great detriment of our 
fisheries. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the schooner La Canadienne was not con- 
fined to the Bay Chaleurs, but had also to 
protect Canadian fisheries along the north 
shore of the St. Lawrence and Labrador 
coasts. During the whole season she was 


. actively and continuously engaged in that 


duty, and was twice in the Bay Chaleurs, 


— once from the 8th to the 15th of June, bad 


‘the second time from the 10th to the 18th 
of October. It was impossible for him to 


' say why the steamer of the Royal Navy re- 


mained only ashort time in the Bay Cha- 
leurs, as the Government had not control 
over it. 


Mr. FORTIN (in the absence of Mr. Rob:- 
taille) asked whether the Go¥ernment was 


aware that the large number of American 
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considerable injury to our fisheries, and 
that during last summer depredations of 
all kinds were committed by American 
fishermen on the shores of the Bay Cha- 
leurs to the great detriment of our fisher- 
men ? 


Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had no official notice of 
the statements made in this enquiry. It 
had been said, and he believed truly, that 
some American fishermen behaved impro- 
perly on the shores of the Bay Chaleurs. 
He had been informed, but not officially, 
that some of them landed and committed 
depredations. Ifso, it was the duty of 
the local authorities to have seen that the 
law was vindicated. 


Mr. FORTIN (in the absence of Mr. Robi- 
taille) asked, whether it was the intention 
of the Government to do away with the Li- 
cense system and to organize for the com- 
ing spring, a suflicent force to prevent 
American schooners from carrying on fish- 
ing in our waters, and adopting that 
course to extend effective protection to 
our fisheries. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A MACDONALD,—It 
was not the intention of the Government 
to issue licenses to foreign fishermen during 


the ensuing season, (Cheers,) and it was ~ 


the intention of the Government to take 
steps to protect the rights of Canadian fish- 
ermen in Canadian waters.—(cheers). 


PROVINCIAL DEBT. 


In answer to Mr. DUFRESNE. 


‘Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
no report from the Arbitrators on the di- 
vision of the Provinclal debt had been 
received by the Government. He believ- 
ed they were making progress, but what 
progress, Government had not been in- 
formed. 


JUDGE GAUTHIER. 


In answer to Mr. PELLETIER. 


Hon. Sr JOHN A, MACDONALD said, 
Judge Gauthier, from the district of Kam-. 
ouraska, and Rimouski, had applied for per- 
mission to retire on the usual pension, in 
consequence of ill health, and the subject 
of his application was now under the con- 
sideration of the Government. 


WIMBLEDON MATCH. 


In answer to Mr. MAGILL. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
it was not the intention of the Government 
to select some of the most expert riflemen 
of the Dominion as representatives at the 
next rifle match at Wimbledon Common: 
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It would require an extra appropriation 
for that purpose, which Government did 
not feel warranted in asking for. 


INDIAN LANDS. 


Mr. LAWSON moved for panies of all 
Treaties, Surrenders of Lands, or agree- 
menis between the Crown and any tribes 
of Indians within the Dominion. ; 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said the return would 
be very voluminous, as there were a hun- 
dred and seven treaties, and it would take 
some time to furnish it. He, however, 
considered that it was advisable that these 
treaties, etc., should be gathered together 
and compiled for future reference. The 
Government had therefore decided that 
although it would incur some extra labour, 
the motion should be complied with. In 
the meantime if the hon. gentleman was 
interested in any particular treaty, a copy 
would be sent down at once. 


Mr. LAWSON suggested the propriety 
of bringing down, with the return, a map 
showing the territory ceded by the Indians 
in each transfer. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said that it was con- 
templated to do so. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) thought that 
before such a work was undertaken, 
it would be well to know what object 
would be served by bringing down these 
papers. IPf there were as many documents 
as stated by the Hon. Secretary of State, 
it would, no doubt, take some time and 
expense to copy them, and have them 
printed in book form. Many of these re- 
turns were asked for and granted, asa 
matter of course. They were then laid on 
the Clerk’s table, end there was an end of 
them, 

Mr. LAWSON said he was not asking for 
these papers unadvisedly. He had looked 
into the matter, and had ascertained that 
they would not make a very large volume, 
_ nor cost as much as the member for Huron 
seemed to think. It would be of great 
service to the House and Government to 
know exactly how these matters stood, as 
complaints had been made that some of 
these treaties had not been carried out, 
and difficulties frequently arose between 
the Indians and the settlers living near the 
reservations owing to the terms of such 
reservations not being understood. 

The motion was then carried. 

Mr. BODWELL moved for copies of all 
correspondence with the Imperial and 
United States Governments, respecting 
the reciprocal trade with the latter coun- 
try. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS felt sure 
the honourable gentleman would not 


Hon. Sir G. E, Cartier. 
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press that motion. It was probably with- 


in the recollection of the honourable ~ 


members, that at the last session of the 
House of Congress, a Resolution was pass- 
ed with considerable unanimity requesting 


the President to open negotiations in res- _ 
pect to.trade with Canada, In consequence 


of this resolution a communication was 
made to Her Majesty's Minister at Wash- 


ington which led to his requesting that a _ 


member of this Government would pro- 
ceed to Washington. The honourable 
gentleman, his (Sir Francis), predecessor 
did go, and was in communication with the 
United States Government, and Her Majes- 
ty’s Minister there. The result of these 
communications was, 
done. There had been since 
that time a confidential correspon- 
dence on the subject, but it was strictly 
confidential and not such as should be 
laid before the House at present. This 
correspondence had not yet terminated. 
It was perfectly well known, he said that 
the great desire of the Government and he 
believed also of the House, without ex- 
ception, was to have the freest commer- 
cial intercourse with the United States. 
Therefore, there was no difficulty present- 
ed on this side of the line. 
would be made from time to time in this 
direction. isa’ 


RECIPROCITY. 


Mr. BODWELL said he presumed there 


was greater anxiety in the minds of the 
public on this point than on any other 
which has been brought before the House. 
The interests of the country would be 
very materially advanced by the renewal 
of the Reciprocity Treaty. We could do 
very well without it, yet no one was so 
foolish ag to deny that our interests would 
be eaygnoed by its renewal. 

at theimports and exports to and from 
the United States, we would see that it 
was a matter of great importance to us. 
The exports from Canada amounted. for 
the year ending 30th June, 1868 to $07,- 
567,888, of which $27,534,292 were to the 
United States. In 1869 the total exports 
were $67,402,170 of which $80,353,010 
went to the United States, showing that 
even under the present restricted state 
of trade between the countries, about half 
of our products go to our neighbours across 
the line. And no one could doubt that 
under more liberal trade regulations, that 
that trade would be largely increased and 
the desire of the people of this country 
for a renewal of reciprocal trade was 
begining to manifest itself by some de- 
gree of impatience -as indicated by the 
several petitions which had been presented 


to the House in favour of imposing duties i 


that nothing was. 


Every effort ~ 
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looked upon it that these were more the 
result of a desire for reciprocal trade, than 
a desire to have a protective tariff estab- 
lished in the Dominion. Although the 
origin of the movement might be with 
those who were in favour of a protective 
policy. Leading minds in the Eastern and 
Western States were taking up the subject, 
and asking for a renewal of better trade 


relations with this country, and the adop- 


tion of the principle ofa retaliatory tariff 
would have atendency to check the current 
of public opinion in the States which was 
evidently setting in toward reciprocity. 
If any correspondence could be brought 
down, to show that something was being 
done in the matter, it was very desirable 
that the House should have it, or if the 
ministry could give any assurance that 
there was a prospect of an early renewal 
of reciprocity—it would tend to quiet 
public impatience However, if the Hon. 
Finance Minister thought that the public 
interests would be prejudiced by bringing 
down the return, he would, of course, 
withdraw his motion; but he still thought 
that everything should be done to soothe 
the minds of the people on this subject. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
tterly impossible for the Government to 


- » +fhold out any encouragement as to the 


a wa ‘ 


prospect of an early renewal of reciprocal 
trade with the United States. 


The motion was then withdrawn. 
‘ 
DUTIES ON THOROUGHBRED ANIMALS. 


Mr. YOUNG moved that the House 
should to-day form itself into a Committee 
of the whole to consider a resolution for 
admitting thorough-bred animals for the 
improvement ofestock, free of duty. He 
said he did not think it necessary to 
say anything in support of his motion be- 
fore the House, as he thoughtits propriety 
would be obvious to members of both 
sides of the House. The advantage deriv- 
-ed from the importation of thorough-bred 
horses, &c., into the country, could not 
be denied. In many countries bonuses 
were being given to the importers of these 
animals, and he thought that surely the 
least thing Canada could do in the matter, 


_ would be, to allow them to come in free. 


In a private conversation had with the 
Minister of Finance, he found that the 
great objection was the fear of fraud. He 
“did not think that there would be any difii- 
culty on this head, as the inporters of 
horses, swine, sheep and other animals, 
in introducing them, would be required 
to produce their pedigree. He thought 
the Finance Minister and his staff would 
be able to prevent any fraud. The Coun- 
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cil of Arts and Agriculture, had petitioned 
in favour of this change, and he had no 
doubt it would be accepted as a boon by 
the agricultural interest of the country, — 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS trusted that 
the hon. member had not misunderstood 
him in the conversation which he had on 
the subject, as to giving an opinion as to 
the policy of the Government. on the ques- 
tion. This question had been pressed 
before, by the member for London, before 
he (Sir Francis) became a member of the 
Government. The course recommended 
to the hon. member for London, was to 
issue an Order in Council, but it was the 
opinion of the Government that Parlia- 
ment had fully considered and decided the 
point, and that it was not a case to be dealt 
with by Order in Council. The Govern- 
ment would ata future time indicate the 
course it would recommend. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON hear. hear. 


Hon- Sir FRANCISHINCKS my honou- 
rable friend laughs, but he, (Sir Francis). 
could give him high authority for refusing 
information on such subjects. He then 
read a letter from the Chancellor of the 
ixchequer declining to give information 
in anticipation of his finaancial statement. 
Mr. YOUNG—AsI understand the honou- 
rable gentleman, the Government. in- 

tend to consider the matter. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Oh, no. 
I did not say that. 

Mr. YOUNG—Well do I understand 
him to say that the matter is under consid- 
eration ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Oh! | 
have no objection whatever to say that it is 
under consideration (laughter). 


Mr. YOUNG did not think that sufii- 
cient. There were many members in favour 
of importing thoroughbreds free, but if he 
understood that the honourable gentleman 
might take the matter under consideration, 
he would allow his motion to stand. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he 
was very anxious to satisfy the honourable 
gentleman, and he thought he might go 
as far as to say that it was quite possible. 


Mr. YOUNG allowed his motion to 
stand over. 


Treaty. 


BANK OF MONTREAL. 


Mr. YOUNG moved for a return of all 
amounts paid by Government to the Bank 
of Montreal during 1866, ’67, 68 and 69, 
showing the amount of exchange bought, 
the interest paid, American currency con- 
verted, Debentures and Dominion Stock 
sold, with the dates of each transaction, 
the rates and commissions paid, the 


lated to be of immense service. 


?- 


ee ne TS pele Dt asl nest fi 


ae \ 


bar of 


amount received by the Bank in lieu of 
circulation, old notes, &c., &c., and all 
other information necessary to show the 
relations of that Bank to the Government 
during the years above mentioned. He 
said his reasons were, simply, to be put in 
possession and to be able to understand 
the exact relation of the Bank to the Gov- 
ernment, and what rates the Bank was 
charging for its services. He found on 
looking at the accounts for 1866, ’67 and 
68 that exceedingly large amounts were 
charged. In 1866 the amount was $221,- 
000 in round numbers; in 1867 it was 
$238,000, and if they added the sums paid 
to the British American Bank Note Co. in 
connection with the issue of Dominion 
notes, the amount was $315,000. Last 
year the Bank had received in one shape 
or other $482,000. He did not bring these 
facts as implying that the Bank was charg- 
ing exorbitant rates, but as an argument 
why the particulars asked for should gbe 
laid before the House. ‘There had been a }. 
statement brought down, but no dates 
were given nor the rates charged, and 
these should be brought before the House 
by a special return. Another and very 
strong reason was, that for the last year 
or two there had practically been no public 
Accounts Committee at all, and no 
investigation of the public accounts 
since the new system of Govern- 
ment had been inaugurated. That was a 
state of things which should not continue. 
It required a very active Public Accounts 
Committee to be appointed, as the subject 
was a very difficult one to deal with, and 
unless there was a very active committee 
the accounts were not properly looked af- 
ter. Some of the accounts were worthy of 
remark. There was a purchase of 
$1,000,000 of stock made by the Bank, for 
which 2} per cent. commission was charged. 
This seemed an extraordinary charge— 
$22,500 for negotiating the purchase of a 
m.llion of stock. He would like, also, that 
the Minister of Finance would inform the 
House if any portion of the exchange, on 
account of the Intercolonial Railway, had 
been sold since last session ; and if so, at 
what rates ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
could not undertake to answer the ques- 
tion off-hand. He had no objection to 
give the fullest information on every par- 
ticular transaction. In regard to the 
Public Account Committee, he was most 
anxious to have its assistance in every 
way, and he would give it all the informa- 
tion the members could desire. The Goy- 
ernment had no disposition toresist the 
Wishes of a committee which was calcu- 
It was 
quite possible the question put by the 


Mr, Young 


evans: 


hon. gentleman was embraced in the reso- 
lution ; but, if any further information was 
wanted, he would bring it down, if he was 
informed of what was required. 


*, YOUNG said, he had heard that a 
eae portion of the exchange had been sold 
to the Bank of Montreal,when the rate was 
very low, and when it was doubtful if it 
was required by the Government, and that 
the balance had been sent to New York 
for sale, and was there bought up by the 
same institution.—He hoped they would 
add this information to the return. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
to add it to the motion that there might be 
no mistake. 


Mr. BLAKE hoped they would give the 
average annual balances inthe Bank, and 
thought that the general language of the 
motion included that. 


Mr. YOUNG’S motion was then amend- 
ed and passed. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEHR. 


Hon. Mr HOLTON asked when the pub- 
lic accounts Committee would be convened, 
and hoped the Finance Minister would be 
more specific in his information, as to when 
the public accounts would be laid on the 
table. There had been no examination of 
these accounts by the Committee for the 
last two sessions. The Finance Minister 
would no doubt remember that he had 
assured the House, about ten days ago, 
that all the accounts were then in the 
hands of the printer, and if so, they ought 
to be almost if not quite, ready. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he was 
not prepared for the question, but there 
would be as little delay as possible. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER | said 


the committee was only appointed to- 
day. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he requested 
that it should be called together at once. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he hoped they 
would not delay calling it till the accounts 
were brought down, as there would then 
be a good uae of other work to do. 


FISHERY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT moved for copies 
of all correspondence with the Imperial 
Government, relative to the admission or 
exclusion of American fishing vessels from 
the waters of the Dominion, and all Or- 
ders in Council‘on the subject. He said 
that after the answer given by the Gov- 
ernment to an hon. member, the matter 


was even more important than it had = 


been. He thought the House would ap- 


preciate the importance of the returns, in 
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view of the change of policy that had been 


announced, and that of all subjects, this 
was one in which the policy of the Do- 
minion and Imperial Governments should 
be as one. The Fishery question had been 
a source of great danger to the friendly 
relations between Great Britain and the 
United States in the past, and therefore a 


* question deserving of the greatest consider- 


ation in the House. There could be no 


doubt that the correspondence he asked 


for must have taken place, and that 
the policy excluding the Americans from 
the fishing grounds, with all the conse- 
quences flowing from it, must have been 
considered. He desired to know if it was 


Be policy which met the approval of the 


Imperial Government, for it was clear, 
that to attempt with our own unaided 
resources to exclude American fishermen 
from the coast, would be utterly in vain, 


- and might not improbably involve the 


of Mr. 


_ Empire in complications which should be 


avoided. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 


‘that the correspondence was not yet com- 


plete, and it would not be for the public 
service to bring it all down. Such part of 
it as it might be expedient to bring down, 
might be delayed for a little, but only for 


a little time. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked, if it would 
be brought down this session ? 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.— 
Yes- 


RECIPROCITY CORRESPONDENCE. 
Hon. Mr. DORION withdrew his address 


for copies of correspondence respecting 


reciprocity of trade with the United 
States, as the Government had stated that 
the correspondence was of a confidential 


~ nature. 


INLAND NAVIGATION. 
Mr. FORTIN moved the reading of the 


journals of the 2ist of April and 4th of 


May, 1869, with a view to moving the ap- 
pointment of a select committee on ocean 
and inland navigation, maritime and river 


_ fisheries, and the inspection of fish. 


The journals were read, and on motion 
FORTIN a select committee was 
appointed, 


MILITARY SCHOOLS. 
Mr. BLAKE moved an address for a list 


- of cadets who have passed through the 


several military schools of the Dominion, 
and those now commissioned in the active 
militia, with other particulars. He said 


: that at the beginning, the military schools 


i 


Re te 


f hes 
ae aoe a ‘ 
eee . , 
PST hee ad x 
Skane Ys 28: 
f d 
RE? SN ae aa >» 


> one 


aes haiti estate ahi 15 Eh de Ps ea 


3, 1870] 238 


had Leen useful, but for some time back 
they had not been useful, and he believed 
the expenses had been Vor y grew. He 
believed that taking all the items neces- 
sary to complete the return, and dividing 
the amount by the number of cadets, it 
would be found that the expense had been 
very large indeed, and there was now a 
different class attending these schools 
from those in early years. If it be the 
fact that the cadets who haveattended the > 
schools have accomplished the object for 
which they were instituted, and had ren- 

dered themselves fit for commissions, then 
in 1868 some 3,253 cadets had passed, 

enough to officer a hundred regiments. 

He thought the country had had enough 
of them, but many of those now taught, he 
was afraid, were not fit for officers ; anda 
continuance of the present system was a 
useless expenditure. It was with the view 
of getting statistics on this subject, that he 
moved this motion. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
a great deal of information desired by the 
honourable gentleman, would be contain- 
ed in the report of the Adjutant General, 
which would be laid shortly before the 
House. There were other facts to supply, 
which should be granted, and though the 
honourable gentleman had only asked for 
returns down to 20th June 1869, it could 
be given down to first of January 1870 
(hear, hear). He suggested that the honou 
rable gentleman should change his address 
so as to include the number of pupils now 
in the military schools. The suggestion 
was adopted, and the motion carried. 


O Con amiadstones 


EXPENSES AT NORTH WEST. 


Mr. OLIVER moved an address for ex- 
penses connected with thé honourable 
Lieutenant Governor McDougall’s mission 
to the North West and back.—Carried. 


POSTMASTER OF WATERLOO. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON movedan ad 
dress for the correspondence and memo- 
rials connected with the appointment of 
Post-master for the Vllage of Waterloo. 
He said, this was not amere local matter, 
but affected the administration of the 
Post-ottice. The course pursued by the 
Government had demoralized the postal 
service in Waterloo, which was one of the 
most important places in the KHastern 
Townships. He went on to state that the 
man who had recently received the appoint- 
ment, was utterly unfitted for his position 
by education and in other respects, and 
was the cause of a great deal of inconve- 
nience to the people of the village. Mails 
which ought tohave been distributed at 
7 o'clock, “had been detained till ten, owing 
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to the incapacity of the Post-master. This 
man had been appointed against the wish- 
es of the people of Waterloo, and he, 
(Mr. Huntington) thought the Honourable 
Minister of Militia who generally controll- 
ed the appointments in Lower Canada had 
made a great mistake, or had been 
misled by his friends. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
He had acted 


continue to do so. He did not know the 
person appointed to Waterloo Post Office. 
Since the matter had been mooted in the 
House, his Beno had been refreshed 
The man had been 
appointed against the wishes of the inhab- 
itants of Waterloo by Mr. Howland, then 
Postmaster-General, upon the recommen- 
dation of the hon. member of Shefford, 
shewing in every locality there were two 
currents of public opinion; his hon. friend 
represented one, and the community of 
Waterloo the other. He (Sir George) had 
acted on the advice of his friends in the 
appointment and intended to take the re- 
sponsibility upon himself. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON maintained 
that this appointment reflected disgrace 
upon the Administration, and spoke of the 
local arrangements by which the office had 
been secured. He looked forward to the 
time, when camp followers would be 
obliged to support themselves, and the 
service of the public would be efficiently 
performed for the public good. 

DEMANDS 


OF MR. BEATY 


Mr. BLAKE moved for an Address for 
correspondence relating to the demands 
made by James Beaty, M. P., against 


_ the Government.—Carried. 


-- DEBT OF PROVINCE. 

Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement of 
the debt of the late Province of Canada, 
giving items in dispute. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it would 
be difficult to give the items in dispute ; 
in fact, if he t were not greatly mistaken, 
it was still in dispute what items were in 
It should be remem- 


ly springing up, and had to be considered. 
A great many points had already been 
settled, and they had great hopes of get- 
ting everything brought to a satisfactory 
conclusion.—Motion agreed to. 


NOVA SCOTIA AND CONFEDERATION. 


Mr. BLAKE moved for correspon- 
dence relating to the complaints of Nova 
Scotia respecting Confederation.—Carried. 


Hon. Mr. Huntington. 
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PUBLISHING DEBATES. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved for the ap- 
pointment of a committee on the subject 
ef reporting and publishing the debates of 
Parliament, and spoke of the necessity and 
importance of having a full and authentic 
record of what was said in Parliament. 


Mr. MACKENZIE would support a 
good scheme for. the publication of 
official réports, but in view of the fact that _ 
two sessions ago, he had spent considerable — 
time in perfecting a system which the 
House first virtually adopted and after- 
wards rejected, he would prefer not to 
serve on the Committee, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON hoped «his ben’ 
friend would allow his name to remain on 
the Committee, as his long experience on 
the Printing Committee would be very 
valuable. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
pressed the same hope, and thought the 
sense of the House would be in favour of 
an Official report of the debates. 


After some remarks from Messrs. POPE, 
BOWELL and CHAMBERLIN, the mG 
tion was agreed to. 


CURRENCY RESOLUTIONS. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON desired to ask a 
question, that might have some bearing ~ 
upon the discussion to take place to-mor- 
row. In the resolutions on Currency, 
there was no reference to fractional Cur- 
rency, which they had learned from other 
sources it was the intention of the Goy- 
ernment to issue. He wished to know 
whether the Government considered they 
had authority for such issue, in existing 
Acts or proposed asking authority there- 
for from Parlhament. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the 
Government had full authority under ex- 
isting Acts. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pre- 
sented an Address from His Excellency 
in reply to the Address. 


The House then adjourned, 
o’clock. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, Marcu 4, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour: several petitions were read and 
received. 


COURT OF APPEAL BILL. 
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Hon. Mr. McCULLY moved an address 
fora copy of the reportand remarks of ci 
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Explanati ons of. 


— 


Chief Justice of New Brunswick, and the 
Bar of that Province on the subject of the 
proposed Bill to constitute a Court of Ap- 
peal, with the correspondence with judges 
or public functionaries. 


BAY VERTE CANAL. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY inquired whether 
the Government have taken any, and what 
steps, to ascertain the practicability and 


cost of the Bay Verte Canal. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL had, since the 
question appeared on the paper, seen the 
Minister of Public Works, and had learned 
from his colleague that certain informa- 
tion was yet required before action would 
be warranted. 

The House then adjourned until three 
o’clock, on Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
/ 
Orrawa, March 4, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


PRINTING PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved that the Print- 
ing Committee be instructed to inquire 
into the cause of the delay in printing the 
public accounts. He explained that his 
reason for making this motion was that the 


-. Finance Minister had informed the House 


that the public accounts had been in the 
hands of the printers some ten days, and 
yet they were not ready to be brought 
down. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the motion must stand as a notice. 


EXPLANATIONS OF SIR A. T. GALT. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said before the 
Orders of, the Day were called, he wished 
to fulfil a promise he made to the House 
to submit certain letters referred to in the 
debate on the Address. He had applied 
to His Excellency and had obtained leave 
to read the reply he had received from 
him :— 

Orrawa, May 15, 1869. 

Dear Sire Joun,—I desire to offer my grateful 
acknowledgments to Earl Granville, for the 
intimation Your Excellency was good enough to 
conyey to me to-day, that Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment were prepared to submit my name to 
the Queen for the distinction of the second grade 
of the Order of St. Michael and St. George. 

It will afford me the highest gratification to 
aecept the offer so graciously made. But as I 
have already verbally explained to Your Excel- 
lency, [do not feel myself at liberty to do so, 
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without making Her Majesty’s Government 
aware of certain views which I hold as to the 
political future of the Dominion, the knowledge 
of which might possibly influence their decision. 


I regard the Confederation of the British 
North American Provinces as ‘a measure which 
must ultimately lead to their separation from 
Great Britain. 


\ 


The present connection is undoubtedly an 
embarrassment to Great Britain in her relations 
to the United States, and a source of uneasiness 
to the Dominion, owing to the insecurity which 
is felt to exist from the possibility of a rupture 
between the two nations, 


It cannot be the policy of England, and is cer- 
tainly not the desire of the people here, to 
become annexed to the United States; but I 
believe the best, and indeed the only way to 
prevent this, is to teach the Canadian people to 
look forward to an independent existence as a 
nation in the future, as desirable and possible. 
Unless such a spirit be cultivated the idea will 
become engrained in the public mind, that fail- 
ing the connection with Great Britain annexa- 
iton must ensue. 


I believe the existing relations would be safer 
and more durable, if the future state were 
clearly recognised, and if possible a term fixed 
therefor. It is our interest, and certainly my 
own desire to postpone this event and to avail 
ourselves of the moral and physical support of 
Great Britain, as long as possible, meantime 
developing our own internal strength and 
resources. 


9 

Ido not believe the advocacy of these views, 
as time and cireumstanees may warrant, ought 
to be offensive to Her Majesty’s Government, or 
be regarded as detracting from my duty asa 
subject of the Queen. But I cannot honourably 
accept the proposed distinction while holding 
opinions that may be regarded unfavourably, 
and that being known would have prevented 
the offer being made to me by Earl Granville. 

I must beg Your Excellency to regard this 
note as confidential towards all except Her 
Majesty’s Government, as I. do not wish to find 
myself openly committed to a policy now, which 
events might hereafter cause me to modify. 

Should Her Majesty’s Government after this 
communication still consider me worthy of the 
proposed distinction, I shall accept it with much, 
gratification. If not I shall still feel equally 
gratified for the goodness which has prompted 
the offer. ; 

Believe me, dear Sir John, 
Your Excellency’s faithful servt., 
A. T. GALT 
REPLY. 
JuNE 25, 1869. 


My Dear Mr. Gatt,—I have received a highly 
satisfactory answer from Lord Granville, which 
he has empowered me to let you see in confi- 
dence. Accordingly I enclose it with the request 
that you will return it when read. 

Pray accept my congratulations. I hope you 
will wear the distinction in health and comntfort 
for many a year. 

Believe me, F 
Faithfully yours, 


JOHN YOUNG. 
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BANKING AND CURRENCY. erally, who have business with the 
Banks, that the business community 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the Speaker do leave the chair, and 
the House go into Committee on the reso- 
lutions on Banking and Currency. 


- Mr. CARTWRIGHT opened the debate. 
He said were the subject not one of so much 
gravity it would be a matter of amusement 
to point out the vacillations and inconsist- 
encies which had characterized the gentle- 
men at the head of the Government on 
this question. This was the third project 
—no doubt all carefully considered—that 
had been submitted to them within a 
period of a little over three years. The 
first scheme was submitted by the mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke in 1866; and the op- 
position to that scheme gave the Govern- 
ment full warning that any project on that 
subject would necessarily excite much op- 
position both from its supporters and op- 
ponents. Three years after, the Govern- 
ment, with Hon. John Rose as Finance 
Minister, brought down anothor scheme ; 
and now only nine months after they were 
called upon to consider a third scheme, 
which differed in many important respects 
from the former one. Ile did not com- 
plain that there was considerable differ- 
ence of opinion, and doubt, and hesitation, 
on this subject but he did complain 
that the Government should brirg down 
projects of this importance on which their 
own convictions were so little matured, 
of which they had so little decided know- 
ledge, that they should now, while Mr. 
Rose’s voice was almost yet ringing in their 


ears, call upon their supporters to 
support a scheme materially  difter- 
ent trom the one _ proposed then. 


It wasa matter of regret that the two 
leaders of the Government were not in 
their places the other day when the Fi- 
nance Minister was referring to the scheme 
of his predecessor. Gentlemen who had 
opposed that scheme. last session required 
no better vindication of their line of action 
than that given by the Finance Minister. 
That gentleman had been pleased to say 
that he still had hopes of educating the 
people of Ontario to a right sense of ‘their 
duties and obligations in this matter ; but 
he (Mr. Cartwright) would respectfully sug- 
gest that he would be perhaps better en- 
gaged m endeavouring to teach his col- 
leagues fixed and definite views on this 
important subject. He was glad to tind 
that the Minister of Finance had avoided 
the line of his predecessor in raising the 
cry of insecurity against the Binking sys- 
tem of Ontario. It was a fact worthy of 
notice that while the Government was 
professing so much anxiety for the welfare 
and sifety of the shareholders, 
and noteholders, and the public gen- 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 


of Ontario never once asked the House for — 
a change in the Banking system. ‘There © 
was one necessary objection to this scheme, 
as well as to that of Mr. Rose. He did 
not wish to lay too much stress upon it; but 
it was this, that to a considerable extent the 
action of the Government on this matter 
must press heavier on Ontario, than on the 
other parts of the Dominion; still Ontario 
being the richest Province, would probably, 
in all cases, have to bear even in proportion 
to numbers, a larger share of the public 
burdens. Consulting recent returns, he 
was surprised to tind—although prepared 
partially for it—that the total amount of 
assets now controlled by the Banks in the 
Dominion, was almost one hundred mil- 
hon dollars, and this amount is the greater 
because it did not represent a mere dead 
sum, but was the very life blood of 
the whole commercial community. There 
was not a large employer of labour, nor 
a Wholesale dealer, nor any man actively 
engaged in business throughout Ontario, 


who was not at this moment, to 
some extent, carrying on his  busi- 
ness with money drawn from Banks, or 


from the public through the instrumentali- 
ty of the Banks. Banks were the great 
middle men between the saving, thrifty 
class, and energetic, speculative, busi- 
ness men. The differences between 
himself and the Minister of Finance, 
were of vital character, particularly on two 
points, First, that it was expedient or 
desirable that the Government should 
assume the control of the circulation, or in 
other words assume a monoply of the © 
Bank issue ; and secondly, thit the State 
had an inherent right to profits arising 
from the circulation. On both these points 
he differed in foto from the Finance Minis- — 
ter, both on grounds of expediency 
and principle. He was willing to admit, 
that the Government had a Vight to a 
share in the profits of the circulation the 
same as a private individual, but it was 
most dangerous tolet them bive control 


over the circulation, and the whole -~ 
of the profits arising therefrom. 


If the Government take the circulation 
absolutely into their own hands, it would 
ultimately lexd to an irredeemable Cur- 
rency, and its attendant evils. If they do 
not take the whole of this power, but con-- 
tent themselves, as in England, with im- 
posing restrictions upon the Currency and 
credit of the country, still there would be 
a tendency. to exaggerate commercial 
crises, and extend them over a much 


longer period of time, so that, in fact, the 
| consequences would | be as bad as irredeem- 


able Currency. The hon. gentleman then 


went on to explain at length the position — 


of the Ontario Banks. 
up with the growth of the country. 


circulation they possessed, 


~ Banking: and 


They had grown 
‘They 
had fulfilled all that could have been rea- 
sonably expected of them, and the mis- 
fortunes which befell some of them, did 
not arise from the full use of the circula- 
tion which they possessed. It was true that 
nearly all the Banks doing a large business 
in Upper Canada for the last twenty years, 
had sustained severe losses; but so far 
from these losses being caused by circu- 
lation, that was the means of saving 
them, as well as the country, from 
greater loss. Gentlemen would remember 
the extremely disastrous period in Ontario, 
between 1858 and 1865, following a period 
of unusal prosperity. But during these 
seven years of unexampled severity and de- 
pression not a single Bank failed. He 
ventured to say, that had similar calami- 
ties befallen England or the United 
States Banks, they would have been 
broken down by scores. After that period 
two Banks succumbed, but it was conclu- 
sively proved that they had been seriously 
mismanaged. With regard to the larger of 
these institutions, he could speak with 
personal knowledge, and the mismanage- 
ment connected with it, was very largely 
caused by mischeivous legislation. That 
legislation had been such, as to greatly 
exaggerate the tendency of Banks to give 
discounts in large amounts to a few 
customers, and to prevent any dis- 
tinction being made between the _ best 
security and that less favourable. That 
was what contributed to the fall of the 
Commercial Bank more than  any- 
thing else. Were it not that this 
artificial restriction to the rate of in- 
terest was evaded in a variety of ways, it 
would be impossible almost to carry out a 
system at all. One thing that in a great 
measure contributed to alleviate the evils 
of that system was the free use of the 
and the fact 
that that circulation could only be kept 
up by a safe and prudent busimess on a 
number of small risks, in opposition to a 
number of large risks. Circulation was, 
in fact, a great safeguard, and was the 
principal means of allowing Upper Canada 
Banks to tide over so successfully the 
crisis through which they had to pass. 
Abundant proof of this fact was to be found 
in the case of the Bank of Upper Canada. 
That Bank, partly by mismanagement and 
partly by natural results of depression i in the 
country, had become very seriously em- 
parrassed in 1860 ; ; so much so, in fact, 


that but for the resources Grolation gave 


it, it would have been obliged to cloge its 
doors then. Yet, 
mismanagement, it was able to pay up 
almost the whole of its liabilities . between 
1860 and 1868, so that now there was 
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barely a millionSand a half, which was 
worth from “75 to 80 cents on 
the dollar, and that without — hay- 
ing recourse to the double — lia- 


bility clause against the shareholders. 
He understood the project to give the Fi- 
nuance Minister power only to issue some 
seven millions of dollars, which he pro- 
poses to employ in taking up all the issue 
of notes under four dollars, and also in 
supplying the Banks with fifty per cent of 
their cash reserve. He presumed that the 
words ‘cash reserve’? meant simply the 
items usually put down in the Bank Re- 
turns as specie and Provincial notes. 
This issue imtended to be used by the 
hon. gentleman appeared to amount only 


to seven millions. The Bank returns, 
however, would show that this amount 


would be considerably less than would 
be required to carry out the _ pro- 
ject. He considered that about twelve 
millions would be required, and he arrived 
at that sum in this way. It was proposed 
to compel all the Banks to hold fifty 
per cent. of their reserve in Dominion 
notes. That reserve now amounts to 
about fourteen millions, not including the 
Banks of Nova Scotia or New Brunswick, 
which were on a different footing. The 
Finance Minister would therefore 1 require 
to meet that reserve, seven millions, 
and in addition to this, as he mtended to 
deprive the Banks of the privilege of issu- 
ing notes under four doliars, he would re- 
quire, another sum, now estimated at two 
and a half millions. However, when the 
American silver now in circulation in the 
country was got rid of, he (Mr. Cartwright) 
believed the amount required would be 
double. The total sum likely to be re- 
quired would be atany rate about twelve 
millions (hear, hear). The Finance Min- 
ister, twas quite true, did not intend to 


make any profit on any of the 
extra _—_—s issues he proposed. In 
one of his papers on the subject 


he provided that in case it be- 
came necessary, as he evidently expected 
it would, to issue more notes, the Re- 
ceiver-General shall hold specie for their 
redemption. The Government would not 
derive any profit. He would ask the 
House or any business man, how long was 
it likely that the hon. gentleman would 
hold such a large amount of specie reserve 
in his vaults without attempting to put it 
to some advantage. He thought the hon. 
gentleman was too good a tinancier to do 
this, and the House would soon have 
another Bill to allow him to make use of 
this money. On this question of a practi- 
cal monopoly of the smaller issue, ‘he 
'need not say that he was opposed to it as 
a matter of principle. It was a difficult 


matter to estimate the effect it would 
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have on the Banks. It had been found that 
at any time of trouble or crisis, whenever 
there was any risk or peril. to the Banks 
that the large notes poured in on them 
for redemption, while the smaller notes 
could be kept out toa large amount. It 
was well known that in England, on seyv- 
eral occasions, the issue of small notes had 
been of the utmost practical advantage in 
preventing Bank failures. Much the 
same result would follow from the Gov- 
ernment issue of notes under four dollars 


here as would follow from the retention by | 


the English Government of all notes 
under five pounds. «The provisions of the 
resolutions before the House might do in 
times of prosperity, if we had a_ suc- 


cession of good harvests and none of | 


those calamities to which we had been 
subject, things might run smoothly for 
some time, but the provisions were doubly 
dangerous when danger came, because at 
that time the Government credit would 
sink in proportion to the credit of the 
country. These were only what he might 
call smooth water provisions. He took issue 
with the Government as to holding mo- 
nies which were payable at call or on short 
notice. He considered the policy involved 
in these extraordinary .expedients one 
of very considerable importance to the 
country. He thought there were ex- 
ceptional cases in which it was right that 
the Government should interfere, as for 
instance, in the case of Sivings Banks, 
where it was sometimes necessary to en- 
sure security to depositors, who were gener- 
ally of a class not so well qualified to 
weigh the safety of a Bank as persons m 
commercial pursuits. But in pushing it fur- 
ther there was a wrong principle involved. 
If we find ourselves witha detiency in our 
Revenue which runs over four or five 
years, if we find the Bank circulation is re- 
duced, that the amount of their reserves 
ig reduced, that withdrawals are being 
made from our Savings Banks, all these pro- 
visions which are now so convenient, may 
tend very greatly to aggravate the peril 
and difficulty of the position. Every one 
in the House would remember the time, 
~when our Debentures were selling at seven- 
ty-five cents on the dollar, and were not 
very easy to dispose of at that and they 
might remember the iuteresting corres- 
pondence brought down at that time, 
shewing that we were obliged to borrow 
money on the Provincial credit, at seven 
-and eight per cent. Such contingencies 
might occur again, and in such cases the 
mischief of all these expedients would 
become only too painfully evi- 
dent to the country. Of course on this 
general subject of Government loans there 
has always been a prepossession in favour 
of borrowing money from the people of 


Mr. Cartwright. 
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the country, and in old countries there 
/was no doubt that a Government loan 
ket ; but in this new country the prac- 
‘tice of the Government coming to the 
| people and borrowing money which might 
| be more profitably employed otherwise, 

should be adopted only after grave con- 

sideration, and asa last resource, (hear, 

hear.) Inallthese cases the Government 

was substantially competing with the other 
| purchasers of Capital in the country. Ano- 
‘ther great mistake was to speak as he had 
heard some gentlemen speak of the Bank 
deposits, as lying idle to be handed out 
when called for. These deposits were in 
constant use, and without them it would be 
impossible to carry on the business 
of the country. The exhaustion of all the 
resources of the country which are generally 
kept for emergencies, such as war, appeared 
to hima very bad policy, and very bad finan- 
ciering now when the couutry isin a good 
condition, and when the money market is 


| Minister had very much surprised him by 
not touching in his speech, on the great 
cash benefit which the Province was to re- 
ceive from his measures. As he under- 
stood the matter, we derive no pecuniary 
benefit from the issue of the Government 
notes under the arrangement of 66. The 
Finance Minister might have shown: that 
$250,000 would be saved by taking into the 
hands of the Government, the notes now 
circulated by the Bank of Montreal. He 
admitted that the Government had a right 
to impose a tax upon ‘the cir- 
culation of the Banks, (hear, hear) 
but there were such practical objections to 
the Government interfering with the cireu- 
lation of the Banks, that he thought the 
country and the Banks would be well sat- 
isfied, if the Government, instead of doing 
as it proposed, should content itself with a 
substantial tax, instead of substituting its 
own notes for those of the Banks. It was only 
right that the Government should demand 
from the Banks areturn for the privileges 
granted tothem. The weight of the pro- 
posed policy would have principally to be 
borne by Ontario, upon which Province it 
was a special. tax, for the benefit of the 
whole Dominion. However, Ontario was 
the wealthiest Province, and derived as 
much benefit from Confederation as any of 
the others, and therefore might perhaps 
be looked upon to pay more heavily than 
the rest. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Do not the 
resolutions apply equally to Quebec, and 
will not its Banks be affected as much as 
those of Ontario. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT said surely the hon. 
gentleman must know that the Quebec 


| often does positive good to the money mar- 


comparatively easy. The Hon. Finance > 
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Banks were Banks of deposit, compared to 
those of Ontario, whose Banks circulated 
sometimes as high as a hundred and fifty 
per cent. on their capital. 


Quebec, - 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The Banks 
in Quebec hold probably more Dominion 
notes than do those of Ontario. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said that might ap- 
pear so onthe returns on account of the 
large Banks, such as the Bank of Montreal, 
which had their headquarters in Montreal, 
but which derived much of their profits from 
and had all their circulation in Ontario, and 
could not properly be called Quebec Banks. 
He objected to these experiments being 


tried with Banks which had done their | 


duty welland should be left undisturbed. 
Itwas true that they are sometimes tempt- 
ed to endeavour tounduly extend their cir- 


culation, but this was only in the case of one | 


or two inexperienced Banks, who had been 
taught by two or three practical lessons 
what to do in the future. He noted that 


the honourable gentleman in the course of | 


his provisions introduced a great variety 
of new clauses in respect to the returns to 
be made by Banks. 


suggest that if he (Sir Francis), intend- 
ed these to be a check and guarantee 
to the country, he must establish a 
system of inspection by men thoroughly 
acquainted with the Banking system of 
the Province. This inspection of. Banks 
had sometimes proved to be a mere sham, 
but if it were thoroughly carried out it 


would be no doubt of great use. There 


_ subject already. 


were some gentlemen 50 im- 
pressed with the results of the mis- 
management of Banks. that they 
have tried in every possible way to 
guard the Banks from failure. The Fi- 


nance Minister had not fallen into that 
fallacy, but it underlaid at present the 
whole of the Banking arrangements pro- 
posed to be made for the benefit of the 
country. Of course there will always be 
a certain amount of danger. Banks will 
always be liable to the risk of engaging in 
bad speculations, but these dangers were 


inherent to all commercial — establigh- 
ments and could not be avoided. 
The system proposed was. evidently 


one of compromise. It was only a means 
of educating the people to the advantages 
of having a system of Government Banks. 
The Finance Minister had given the people 
of Ontario a good many lessons. on this 
His (Mr. Cartwright’s) 


position onthe whole question was this : 


He was opposed on every conceivable 
ground toa Government monopoly, as it 
came quite outside their functions. He 
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The circulation | 
of Ontario is about ten times that of 


He did not intend to | 
criticise these at present, but would | 
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| would quite as soon make the Executive 
| of the country the highest judicial author- 
ities. The Government would find quite 
enough to do to regulate the finances that 
| properly belong to them, without disturb- 
ing the ordinary commercial relations, 
| which they would do, if they attempted to 
control a State Bank of issue. Such an 
expedient appeared to him to be war- 
ranted only in times of extreme pub- 
lic danger, and by much the same 
necessity which would call for the 
| proclamation of martial law. Nothing 
less could warrant it. He had an objec- 
tion, perhaps more theoretical than prac- 
tical, to the issue by the Government of 
‘any considerable amount of notes and 
‘sharing in the circulation. The result 
might be obtained better by a tax on 
i circulation. He said he was an advocate 
of free trade, and he wished to see that 
principle in Banking established more 
thoroughly. Every person giving proper 
security should be allowed to trade freely 
in money as well asin any other commod- 
ity. He did not wish the Province of On- 
tario put under the tutelage of any Gov- 
vernment however excellent it might be. 
He had not thought it desirable to 
weary the House with a whole series of 
extracts from the current writers who have 
written’on the subject, and perhaps he had 
been wrong.in so doing. What he had 
stated. as a matter of fact, he was prepared 
to prove, and what he had put forward as 
his opinion, he was prepared to argue and 
give reasons for. The proposed scheme, 
if cautiously and prudently worked, would 
not do any immediate harm, but he saw in 
it the seeds of much danger in the future, 
and he hoped it would have: very grave 
consideration. ‘The matter was of the 
most vital importance, and he said the 


people of Ontario had very soon 
to make up their, minds, whe- 
ther they should have free trade in 


Banking, or have a Governmental issue 
with all the evils flowing from it. He 
thought the people were content under the 
present system. He believed that in the 
remarks he had made, he expressed the 
views of the majority of the people of On- 
tario, who were desirous of letting well 
alone, and who considered that they were 
competent to manage their own Banking 
system. The system in Upper Canada 
was as nearly perfectas the exigencies of the 
country would permit. While on the sub- 
ject he might remark that he had read 
an article on it, in which » gentleman, 
looking at the matter from an entirely 
different ground, had arrived at the same 


conclusions as were deduced by him. 
That gentleman had argued for the 


repeal of Sir Robert Peel’s Act. This 
Act had been accepted. by the Min- 
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ister of Finance as a tolerably nox, but there were one or two points to 

good exponent of his views. He) which he would advert. The hon. gentle- | 


(Mr. Cartwright) then read from Stuart 
Mill’s 
.Mr. Fullarton and another 
this subject. This Act was passed twenty- 
five years ago, and the Government have 
had to suspend it twice since then, and on 
several occasions have notified their inten. 
tion of suspending it, unless affairs mend- 
ed. As he thought it desirable that some 
protest should be entered against the prin- 
ciple involved in the resolutions, 

He moved, seconded by Mr. Bolton, 

“That the Speaker do not now leave the 
chair, but that it be resolved that it is inexpe- 
dient to authorize the issue of legal tender notes 
inthe manner authorized by the resolutions.” 


Mr. BOLTON (who was frequently im- 
audible) seconded the motion. He said he 
would not occupy the time of the House 
by extended argument. He referred to 
the extraordinary inconsistencies and va- 
cillations which had characterized 
Government in dealing with questions of 
Banking and Commerce. It would be 
within the recollection of every member 
of the House with what earnestness and 


honesty the late Finance Minister, last 
session, presented his Banking scheme, 


and it would also be remembered with 
what carnestness he had been sustained by 
his hon. colleagues on the Ministerial 
benches. We have now the same Goy- 
ernment, with a new Finance Minister, and 


the plan they last session eulogized so | 


muchasa panacen for all evils is now called 
a delusion and a snare—(hear, hear) 


intended. The strong ‘opposition, last 
year, rested chiefly upon the principle in- 
volved in the amendment now proposed res- 
pecting the issue of legal tender notes. He 
had not given the question the considera- 
tion it deserved. As to its immediate ef- 
fect upon the Banking institutions of the 
country, this was a question that more im- 
mediately affected the Province of On- 
tario. The New Brunswick Banks would 
not require a renewal of their charters for 
several years, nnd it is promised that their 
Charter shall not be molested by the pre- 
sent scheme. But he was opposed to the 
principle involved by the Government 
virtually seeking a monopoly or control of 
the Currency, and displacing gold now held 
as the security of Bank circulation and 


. iene of the most eminent writers 
not at all calculated to attain the objects | 


man had made a very pointed attack upon 


Political Economy the opinion of. 
gentleman on | 


| 
\ 


| would belong to the public at large. 


substituting Government promises to pay | 


instead. It was evident that was a forced 
loan from the Banking istitutions of the 
country. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS did not 
propose to trouble the House with any 
lengthened remarks on the speech of the 
honourable and learned member for Len- 


Mr. Cartieright. 


the Treasury Benches for their inconsis- 
tency in supporting, first of all the scheme > 
of the hon. member for Sherbrooke in 1866, 
next that of the late Finance Minister, Mx. 
Rose, and lastly the resolutions now under 
consideration. It did not appear to him 
(Sir Francis) that this charge had been 
established, although he was of course — 
ready to admit that there were essential 
difterences in the several measures. The 
measure proposed in 1866 by the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke on behalf of a 
Government of which some of his hon. 
friends near him were members, contem- 
plated a Government Bank of Issue for the 
whole Province. This was a scheme en- 
tirely in accordance with his (Sir Francis’) 
own views, and he had no doubt that his 
hon. friend the Minister of Militia con- 
sidered that the best Paper Currency for 


Higetl the country would be notes redeemable in 


gold, and for which the Government would 
be responsible, and the profit on which 
That 
policy, it must be borne in mind had been 
acted on in England for upwards of 
years, and notwithstanding formidable 
opposition, there was no probability of its 
being changed. It had received the sup- 
port of some most distinguished statesmen, 
such as the late Sir Robert Peel, Sir Charles 
Wood, (now Lord Halifax,) and the late 
Lord Sydenham—of eminent Bankers, such 
as Mr. Jones Lloyd, now (Lord Overstone ¥) 
Mr. David Ricardo, Mr. Norman, and also 
on political 
economy. It was not therefore a policy to 
be derided or speken of with contempt, 
though it may be admitted that the pub- 
lic mind here was not prepared to adopt 
it. The hon. member for Sherbrooke an- 
ticipating the period of the expiration of 
the Bank Charters, proposed to the Banks 
most liberal terms, in order to secure their 
concurrence, but as this was only given by 
one Bank, the scheme had not been suc- 
cessful. His hon. friend had held out large 
incucements at considerable cost to the 
country for a few years, in order to secure 
an enormous revenue for all future time, 
after the expiration of the Charters. That 
he presumed was the idea of the hon, 
member for Sherbrooke. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Yes. 

Hon. Sur FRANCIS HINCKS.—When the 
period for renewing the Charters arrived, 
the late Finance Minister proposed a mea- 
sure which might be supported without 
inconsistency by the advocates of a Joint 
Bank of Issue. The circulation under that 
scheme would have been based, like that 
under the one formerly proposed, on Goy- 
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ernment securities and gold. The essen- | circulation which the Banks had an exelu- 
tial difference between the two was that The hon. and 


under Mr. Rose’s scheme the protit on the 
circulation was given up to the Banks, 
This measure like the former was unac- 
ceptable to the Banks and the public, and 
the Government hac to re-consider the 
whole question. The result of their de- 
liberations was the present measure, which 
was not inconsistent with that of 1866, 
though no doubt a considerable modifica- 
tion of it. It was framed so as to enable 
the public to have the benefit of a con- 
siderable circulation of Dominion Notes 
without interfering, except to a very 


trifling extent with the circulation of the | 


Banks. Itwas of course a measure of com- 
promise as nearly all Government measures 
were. His theoretical opinions on the 
Currency question were probably very dif- 
ferent from those of his hon. friend the 
Minister of Inland Revenue, who had been 
& prominent opponent of the scheme of 
last session, but nevertheless they had 
been able to frame a measure to which 
they could both give their cordial support. 
That measure he was happy to find was 
acceptable to the Banks generally not only 
in Ontario and Quebec but in the Maritime 
Provinces. He had seen a copy of resolu- 
tions adopted ata meeting at which all 
the Banks in Nova Scotia were represented, 
and which were substantially in favour of 
the Government proposition. On one 
material point only there was a difference 
of opinion, which of course was to be ex- 
pected. That was on the subject of a 
uniform Currency for the Dominion. It 
must be borne in mind in considering the 


question of the Dominion Note Issue that | 
not only would the abandonment of that. 


measure involve a loss of some four hun- 
dred thousand dollars a year, but it would 
render it necessary for the Government to 
provide four millions of dollars to redeem 
the outstanding circulation. The hon. 


member for Lennox in a speech last ses- | 


sion admitted that the Government had a 
primary right to the circulation. 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT.—That is not a cor- 
rect report. Get the authorized report. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. ~The hon. 
member had admitted that the Govern- 
ment had a right to profit by the circula- 


tion, but he had appealed to the sectional | 


prejudices of Ontario as the Province 
Where the Bank circulation was the largest, 
but the hon. and learned member’s own 
proposition was a tax on Bank circulrtion, 
and most certainly if such a tax were im- 
posed it would fall chiefly on Ontir.o. He 
(Sir Francis) deprecated all appeals to 
sectional feeling on the Bank policy. 


question was simply whether the public | 


at large should derive some profit from a 


| 
sive privilege to issue. 


The | 


learned member was in favour of free trade 
in ,Banks with certain restrictions. That 
was &@ proposition which he (Sir Francis) 
could not comprehend. There could not 
be free trace if there were restrictions, and 
restrictions were deemed absolutely neces- 
sary by all parties. The Banking interests 
demanded privileges including a monopoly 
of the circulation of the country, and he 
(Sir Francis) must contend in the interests 
of the public at large that they were inti- 
tled to some share in the profits of the 
circulation. It had been argued that we 
were trying to get the small end of the 
wedge in now with a view to increasing the 
Government issues ten years hence. All 
he (Sir Francis) could reply to that argu- 
ment was that of public opinion, which was 
opposed toa Bank of Issue in 1841, and 
which was opposed to it in 1870, should at 
some future period be in favour of such a 
system, there was no doubt that it would 
prevail even in opposition to the Banks. 
As to the argument based on the Currency 
becoming unredeemable, he (Sir Francis) 
could not admit for one moment that there 
was any foundation for such a charge. It 
is not because Governments have in times 
of revolution resorted to an unredeemable 
Paper Currency, that the boné fide issues 
of Governments payable in gold are to be 
decried. The Government Notes had 
maintained a par value with gold for four 
years, and about one half of the issues had 
been held by the Chartered Banks as equl- 
valent to gold. It had been said that if 
the Government had a large surplus of gold 
it would. be tempted to use it, but he (Sir 
Francis) would remind the House that any 
Government violating the law in this re- 
spect would be liable toumpeachment, and 
if a case of emergency arose when it became 
desirable to make use of a large accumu- 
lated surplus, it was much more probable 
that Parliament would be summoned than 
that any unconstitutional proceeding would 
be resorted to. With regard to the re- 
strictions on circulation, it was his (Sir 
Francis’) opinion that there was a general 
opinion in the House as to the necessity of 
such restrictions. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—When was 


pression given ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—It was given 
by a number of leading Bankers before the 
Committee on Banking. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—That did not ex- 
press the opinion of this House. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
believed that it expressed the opinion of 


that ex- 


the House. Did he understand the hon. 
|'member for Lambton to say that a large 


| 
| 
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amount of notes was desirable for this 
country ? 
Mr. MACKENZIE declined to give his 


own views on this point, but protested | 
against the opinion of irresponsible 
Bynkers as the opinion of this House. 


Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was toler- 


ably sureit must be the opinion of this | 
He dared. 


House (laughter and cheers). 
the hon. member for Chateauguay to say 
he was in favour of allowing Bankers to 
issue a large amount of notes. 
found that over-issues of notes had been 


the cause of some of the difficulties which 
} 


had occurred. 
Mr. MACKENZIE—No. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Yes. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, at all 
events the Government had determined 
to submit a proposition, limiting the circu- 
lation to the paid up capital of the Banks. 
It would be found in Ontario that the 
Banks would not suffer by the Government 
taking the circulation of smallnotes, owing 
tothe large proportion of circulation to 
paid up capital. In the Quebec Pro- 
vince, the circulation being less than 
the paid up capital, the Banks would suffer 
more. The people of Ontario enjoyed a 
great deal of benefit from the Banks, the 


capital of which was supplied’ by 
the. city of Montreal, and which 
carried on business in Ontario. 


He could not 
crisis, the credit of a Government was less 
than that of individuals. He believed ex- 
actly the reverse was true. What did they 
find in a commercial crisis in England? It 
was well known in what relation the Bank 
of England stood to the Government, and 
every one knew that their circulation was 
based on Government credit. Yet, during 
a crisis the Bank of England had come for- 


. ward and rescued from their difficulties, 


many of the first houses in England. One 
question the hon. gentleman had raised 
in his speech.as a counter proposal, to the 
proposals of the Government. He admits 


that the public should derive some advan- ! 


tage from the circulation, and puts forward 
as his scheme, that of a Bank tax. That 
was a point in which the Banks were as 


much interested as any other portion of 


the public, and he believed the Banks 
would prefer the scheme of the Govern- 
ment, to being placed under their former 
restrictions, and it was better not to allow 


the tax to remain, but rather to 
put the Banks on a stringent and 
efficient basis. He did not desire to 


let fall any remarks as to the causes of the 
failures in Banking. He had nota word 
to say against the “stability of the Banks. 
The very best system was liable to break 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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It would be | 


admit, that in a financial 
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i down, but under their charters they were 
| bound to give all due and sufficient secur-— 
| ity, and he had shown in his explanation 
of the scheme, that it did provide all 
_ security. Taking the failure of the Bank 
_ of Upper Canada, the very worst pdssible 
| that could happen under the system pro- 
posed, no danger could have arisen to the 
creditors of that Bank. It was admitted 
by the member for Lennox, that the 
-scheme proposed by the Government to 
issue Dominion notes would tend to the 
advantage of the Government and of the 
| public, and would not interfere with the 
interests of the Banks. 


Currency. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
man had said, that practically there was no 
difference between this scheme and that of 
last session, and his argument for bringing 
in the scheme now was the necessity for 
securing the public against the present 
system. It was based onthe necessity of 
the Government, or, in other words, on 
their desire to borrow money and secure 
the profits of the circulation. The Finance 
Minister admitted that the principle was 


opposed to the public opinion of 
| the country, and yet he brought in 
| this measure, thereby confessing that 


the Government was opposing the pub- 
lic sentiment—(no, no). He _ believed 
that the action of the public was evidence 
of this, and its sentiment and opinion, if 
properly ascertained, would prove that the 
proposed Legislation was an indirect defi- 
ance of public opinion (no, no). Hé cer- 
tainly understood that the reason they 
could not go further, was that the public was 
not educated up to it, and that they would 
force on the public as much of it as possible 
(no, no). The Finance Minister had said 
that there was no higher authority on this 
subject than Sir Robert Peel, and Sir 
Charles Wood, though their views were 
well exposed by a high authority, and it 
was pointed out that Sir Robert Peel had 
betrayed remarkable ignorance, or some- 
thing worse, ofthe laws on the subject 
prevailing in a portion of the country ad- 
joining England. In order to carry out 
' certain of his views he had travelled to 
America for examples when he might have 
found in Scotland an almost perfect sys- 
tem of Banking in existence on the joint 
stock principle with unlimited liability. 
Sir Charles Wood had taken the same 


ground as Sir Robert Peel, and had 
traversed the same arguments, and al- 


though he had, while administering the In- 
dian Finances, which he had done so 
most ably, shewn considerable aclministra- 
tive ability, yet that was a different thing 
from Banking. It was avowed by the 
Finance Minister, that he had brought in- 
this measure not from a desire for the pub- 
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Government, which forced them to pro- 
vide a certain amount of money. This 
system had been preferred by the Govern- 
ment, which instead of manfully facing 
their difficulties, were taking this and simi- 


_ lar modes of obtaining from the public, 
sums of money, to conceal from the 


public the fearful state of the Finances. 
By this means it got large sums in the 
Government coffers, so as to prevent its 
appearance in the money markets of the 


world, and to avoid the production of the 


evidence of the deficits that existed. They 
had received from Insurance Companies 
$4,000,000 ; from Savings Banks $1,500, 
000; and from the sale of silver $1,000,000 
payable in debentures; besides $5,500,000. 
Dominion notes in the hands of the Bank 
of Montreal and its various agencies within 
the last three years, and now here was a 
scheme to increase the debt by $12,000,000, 
making an aggregate of $20,000,000. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY—Hear, hear. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The Minister of 
Customs cried hear, hear. If the re- 


ports of the speeches of last session, 


of which they had heard so. much 
were found, the speech of the Minister of 
Customs would aftord proof of what he had 
said. (Laughter,) He did not profess to have 
s0 intimate a knowledge of Banking as he 
(hon. Mr. Tilley) had shown himself pos- 
sessed of, but if he jeered when he ex- 
posed the Government of which he formed 
apart, and on account of which he had 
alienated from himself the support of his 
Province, he (Mr. Mackenzie,) might be 
compelled to check him. The Finance 
Minister assumed that he could secure the 
money without imposing any burden on 
the péople. But he (Mr. Mackenzie) held 
that the country was not yet free of the ini- 
tial difficulties ofa young country, and had 
not acquired sufficient means to justify 
the withdrawal of so large an amount of 
its realized wealth without the danger of 
impairing its credit abroad, and the main- 
tenance of industry at home, which 
should be a first consideration, and every 
shilling abstracted, becime a direct tax 
on that industry. The Finance Minister 
attempted to dissociate the Government 
fromthe people, and to assume that the 
Government may possess certain advan- 
tages which will not affect the people. 
But it was clear that the latter must 
suffer from the expense really incurred 
in securing such advantages. It was 
assumed that no Government Bills would 
suffer depreciation, because the Govern- 
ment had the nation at its back. So 
thought the French National Assembly, 
so thought England during the continental 
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lie good, but from the necessity of the 


Currency. 


war, and Government paper money even 


In Our Own neighbourhood had suffered an 
enormous depreciation. 


Fon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD----Then 
French legal tenders were based on 
the clergy lands. 


Hion. Mr. HOLTON—It was a Govern- 
ment issue. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said his argument was, 
that paper money, issued on Government 
securities, was depreciable. Some of the 
American notes were payable in gold, al- 
though at adistant period, and they were 
depreciated from over issue and doubt of 
the security. He denied that the Gov- 
ernment should have anything to do 
with Banking, all the calamities to the 
Bank of Upper Canada being due to its 
connection with the Government. The 
duty of a Government was to see justice 
done in all cases, to provide for the en- 
forcement of contracts made, and tosee 
that proper protection was afforded. The 
adhesion of the Banks was no reason 
why the House should sanction a vicious 
system. He knew that certain Bankers 
had been willing to accept the scheme 
rather than show themselves antagonistic 
to the Government. No doubt the hon. 
gentleman congratulated himself on 
the assent extorted from the Banks, 
for fear of more _ stringent  pro- 
visions, but that was no reason why an 
obnoxious Act should be forced on the 
country. It would be a reasonable assump- 
tion, if all the Banks heartily endorsed 
the proposal, that they represented 
in some measure public opinion; 
but in this case he knew the scheme 
was wholly opposed to the public 
opinion of Ontario. These objections 
were chiefly based on popular reasons, 
such as thatit wasa mere scheme to force 
money into the Treasury. He had no 
doubt that were a committee appointed to 
investigate the matter, and to elicit public 
opinion, it would be found that the scheme 
would be bitterly opposed. Last year the 
committee were asked to consider the 
question, but were not allowed to express 
an opinion. <A very large proportion of 
the Bankers who have been asked to an- 
swer the questions in writing, declined to 
do so, although they offered to appear and 
give evidence, but were not allowed. It 
would be easy to show the effect in the 
power sought, to borrow an additional $12,- 
000,000. If this was allowed, the same 
reign of extravagance as ever would re- 
commence. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, asked 
where they were to get the $12,000,000 
and said that the total amount was only 


| 
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$7,000,000 which 
alr eady authorized. 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 
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included $4, 000,000 


AFTER RECESS. 


The Bill respecting the Coasting Trade 
of Canada was introduced from the Senate 
and read a first time. 


Mr. MACKENZIE resumed the debate 
on the Banking resolutions. He said 
these resolutions did not propose to repeal 
the 8th clause of the Act of 1868, which 
authorized the issue of eight millions in 
Dominion notes; these resolutions pro- 
posed to issue seven millions more mak- 
ing a total of fifteen millions. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought the 
resolutions stated in distinct terms, that 
the Government could not possibly issue 
more than seven millions. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Including what is 
already issued ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Including 
everything. 

Mr. MACKENZIE--The resolutions are 
certainly not very clear on that point. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER— 
When the agreement with the Bank 
of Montreal expires, the notes al- 
ready issued must be taken up by the 
‘Government, or if allowed to remain in 
circulation, ‘they must be included in the 
seven millions. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—TIf these seven mil- 
lions are to displace notes now in circula- 
tion, and to provide seven millions 
as a reserve for the Banks, and cover 
the issue of small notes under $4, how is 
the hon. gentleman to provide all that 
with seven millions. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Do I un- 
derstand the hon. gentleman to say it 
would require more than seven millions ? 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Most decidedly I 
do. . ; 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS did not 
take so sanguine a view, but if it should 
fortunately happen that. they should have 
such a large circulation as the hon. gentle- 
man seemed to anticipate—and he hoped 
they would have—then he presumed the 
Government would ask next session for 
authority to issue a larger number of 
notes, on the security of debentures. But 
he did not anticipate so large a circulation 
as to enable the Government to hold 
more than seven millions as a minimum. 
_ He estimated it at five millions, and he did 
not think it would be pr udent to ask for 
authority to issue more than seven mil- 
lions. The remainder of the reserves 

would be in gold. 


pho Sir. Francis Hincks. 
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Mr. MACKEN ZIE was cael to nate eli- 
cited this explicit explanation. He was 
opposed to the restrictions in circulation 
proposed by the resolutions. Principles — 
of free trade applied to Banking as well as 
to other business. The issue of Banknotes 
should be regulated not by arbitrary re- 
strictions, but by the demands of business. 
The third resolution seemed to be based 
on the belief that Bankers have an insane 
desire to ruin themselves. The honour- 
able gentleman then went on to cite 
a number of authorities in support of this 
view—Price, Thornton, McLeod, James 
Willson, J ohn Stuart Mill and’ others. 
There were some details in the resolutions 
of which he approved, but with regard to 
circulation it should be remembered that 
in our conntry a very large expansion was 
required at certain seasons, and at these 
times the smaller Banks would be almost 
certain to exceed the amount of their sub- 
scribed capital. Larger Banks would not 
perhaps ever reach the amount of their 
subscribed capital, and so the practical 


effect of these resolutions would 
be in favour of the larger Banks, 
to, the detriment of smaller Pans. 


The real security lay in some thorough sys- 
tem of inspection ; this would be much 
better than any restriction as to the i issue 
of notes. Because no Bank’ that wanted 
to do business for any length of time would 
for a moment pretend to issue notes 
which they had no power to redeem, He re- 
ferred to the Banking system of Scotland 
as one of the best in the world ; ours came 
nearest to it, and was one well adapted to 
the requirements of this country. 


Mr. HARRISON spoke highly of the 
existing system in Ontario. It was one 
that had been tried, and had the confidence 
ofthe people. Under itthe Province had 
progressed rapidly, and it was a matter 
of pride that when the promises of the 
United States to pay $1 were only worth 
373 cents, the promises of our Banks 
were always as good as gold. It was 
capable of expansion at seasons of the 
year when expansion was a commer- 
cial necessity. But two principles were 
conceded under that system. The first 
was the right of Parliament to impose 
conditions for the safety of bill-holders, 
the second was the right of the Govern- 
ment to make a profit out of circulation, 
and no inconvenience had arisen from the 
exercise of either of these rights. But 
excellent as the system was, he believed 
the-people of Ontario were willing to im- 
prove it in matters of detail. There was, 
however, great opposition to any change 
in any important principle of that system. 
This was shewn by the opposition exhi- 
bited when tho Legal Tender Act was un- 
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der discussion. It was felt that the power of 
expansion of circulation so much needed 
at certain seasons, and which was well pro- 
vided for under the old system, could not 
be done away withwithout great detriment 
to the country. Besides, the people were 
opposed to giving the monopoly of circula- 
tion to the Government, and even if the 
people had been in favour of the legal 
tender scheme it was felt that to comply 
with its provisions it would have been ne- 
cessary to have considerably reduced the 
Banking facilities of Ontario. For similar 
reasons the people of Ontario were opposed 
to the Government scheme of last session. 
The people had more confidence in their 
old system than in the national 
Bank system of the United States. The 
credit of the Government sounds well, but 
public securities are sometimes of the least 
_ value when most necessary to realize upon 
them. Besides, the proposed scheme of 
_ last session wag utterly wanting in the 
elements of elasticity so necessary for the 
commercial prospérity of Ontario, and un- 
der any circumstances would have reduced 
the Banking facilities hitherto given to the 
people to the extent of several millions. 
But in the resolutions now before the House 
we have no radical change, it is the old 
system altered in only one or two respects. 
It was true it increased the amount of secu- 
rity tobe held by the Banks, but that 
is a matter affecting the Banks only, and 
as an offset the tax on circulation is re- 
mitted. The Resolutions provide means 
to increase the rapidity with which notes 
can be converted into gold, and in other 
respects supply defects of the existing 
system. For these reasons he was in fa- 
vour of the resolutions as a whole, but 
would reserve to himself the right to en- 
deavour to amend some of the details 
when in committee. 


Mr. SCATCHERD said that while he be- 
lieved in free trade in Banking to some 
extent, he did not believe in allowing 
Bank bills to circulate as money 
when, as a fact, their value might 
be much less. It was the duty of 
_ the Government to oversee the Currency. 

He failed to see anything in the scheme of 
last session, hostile to the interests of bill- 

holders or the public generally, because 
in addition to the security of the double 
liability they had the security of the Govern- 
ment. He thought they had no reason to 
congratulate themselves upon the present 
Banking system, as several of the leading 
Banks had failed, and their failure in a 
great measure can be attributed to the 
fact, that from their commencement to 
their end they were under, the manage- 
ment and controlled by the borrowers, in. 
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objected particularly to the amendments 
forbidding the Government to issue small 
notes, as he believed that was the best 
feature of the Government scheme. 
With that view, because he thought a 
measure of so great importance? to the 
country ought to be considered on*its mer- 
its, and not from any party spirit, he 
would vote against the amendment. 

Mr. YOUNG, characterised the scheme 
as apatched up one, something like the 
Government itself in that respect. It was 
a compromise. It had some good features; 
others very objectionable. Jt would not 
be a permanent settlement of the question, 
but would have to be brought up again in 
a few years. He contended that the ob- 
jectionable principle of a Government Cur- 
rency was extended in this measure-a dan- 
gerous principle—which would neither sat- 
isfy the Banks nor the Country. Our 
present system was well adapted to the 
interests and wants of the public, and the 
introduction of this new scheme, was real- 
ly, be believed, intended to help the Gov- 
ernment to get over their financial diffi- 
culties. In fact, this attempt to raise a 
forced loan by the {issue of Government 
notes would seem to indicate that*a*deficit 
was really existing, howevermuch it'might 
be covered up. In nearly all cases, Cur- 
rency based solely on Government security 
became depreciated, if not irredeemable. 
The scheme would place the Banks under 
the control of Government, which would 
be a dangerous power to give to Govern- 
ment; the lack of provisions in the Gov- 
ernment scheme to compel the Banks to 
hold a certain amount of specie to redeem 
their notes, would tend to create suspicion 
in the minds of the masses of the people, 
who would not see in the Official Gazette 
the exact conditions of the Banks. He 
also objected to the provision requiring the 
Banks to hold 50 per cent. in Dominion 
notes, and it would diminish their power 
to redeem their notes in specie. He went 
on to say that the object of this scheme 
was to borrow money. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the 
Government did not want to borrow a 
single dollar beyond what was already 
authorized by Parliament. They had 
authority at present to borrow £800,000 
sterling for the North West purchase. If 
they were.able by means of this scheme to 
avoid raising the loan, for which they 
would have to pay six per cent, and to be 
able to get money from the country with- 
out.interest, surely that would be a great 
advantage tothe country at large. But 
they did not want to borrow asingle dol- 
lar beyond what was authorized by Parlia- 
ment. 


Mr, YOUNG thought there was great 


stead of those that loaned the money, He 
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danger in allowing the Government to in- 
crease the issue of their notes to meet 

their financial necessities. If the country 
should ever get into difficulty, these notes 
would be certain to depreciate, to the 
great loss of the whole country. 

Mr. WORKMAN did not approve of the 
spirit in which this whole subject was dis- 
cussed. It seemed to be regarded that 

Ontario was the only section to be con- 
sidered, and the discussion had been near- 
ly allfrom an Ontario point of view. ‘The 

- Provinces of Quebec, New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, were all equally interested, 

and the city of Montreal, the commercial 
capital of the Dominion, was pre-eminently 

f interested in securing the passage of a 

good Banking law. This question should 

be dealt with in a broad mercantile 
spirit, without any regard to political 
parties. On the whole he approved of 
the resolutions and believed they would 
command the confidence of nearly the 
entire mercantile community. Certainly 
they were avery great improvement on 
the resolutions of last session.. With re- 
ference to the system of voting, he thought 
the principle of giving a vote for each 
share was not a good one, and he hoped 
it would be changed in Committee. It 
- would tend to throw the whole control of 

- the Banks into the hands of a few rich men, 
: some of whom had more money than 
- brains. There were also some other mat- 

ters of detail in the Resolutions which he 
hoped would be altered when the 
House went into Committee of the Whole. 
He had no fear that legal tender notes 
would be an injury to the country; on 
the contrary, they were a great conveni, 
ence, and a few more of them would do 
more good than harm. (Cheers). 


a The amendment of Mr. CARTWRIGHT 

was then put, but lost, 29 for, and 110 
against. 

_ Yxas.—Messrs. Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowman, Cartwright, Chipman, Connell, 
Dorion, Geoffrion, Holton, Kempt, Macfar- 
lane, Mackenzie, McCallum, McDougall, 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Mills, Morrison, 
(Victoria), Oliver, Pelletier, Picard, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross, (Wellington), Rymal, Stir- 
ton, Thompson, (Ontario), Wells andYoung. 
—29. 

Nays.—Anglin, Archibald, Ault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
- trand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, 

Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron, (Huron), Cam- 
eron, (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, 

_ Cartier, Sir G. H., Casault, Cayley, Cham- 
berlin, Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, 
Coupal, Crawford, (Brockville) Crawford, 
(Leeds), Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier, 
Fortin, Galt, Sir A. T., Gaucher, Gaudet, 


Mr. Young. 
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Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, Gro- 


ver, Harrison, Heath, Hincks Sir F., Howe, 
Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte,- Lan- 
gevin, Lapum, Lawson, Levesconte, Little, 
Macdonald Sir John <A. (Kingston), Mae- 


donald (Antigonish), Maedonald (Middle- 
sex), Magill, Masson, (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey, Me- 


Keagney, McMillan, Merritt, Metcalfe, 
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munro, O’Con- 
nor, Paquet, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, 
Ray, Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Victoria), Savary, Scatch 
erd, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, Smith, Sni- 
der, Sproat, Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Tilley, Tremblay, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, 
Webb, White, Wilson, Wood, Workman, 
Wright (Ottawa County),and Wright (York, 
Ontario).—110. 

The main motion, that the Speaker do 
leave the Chair, was then put and carried, 
and the House went into Committee. The 
Hon. Col. GREY in the Chair. 


On the first resolution, 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT hoped the Finance 
Minister would not make the minimum 
capital so large as proposed in the resolu- 
tion. Small Banks were very desirable in 
the interests of the rural districts, and there 
were no rural districts that could sustain a 
Bank with a capital of a million. If each 
Bank was compelled to have at least one 
million capital, either the rural districts 
would have no Banks, or their Banks would 
have to have a larger capital than could be 
profitably employed. He referred, for 
instance, to the Eastern Townships’ Bank, 
which had a capital of $400,000, and which 
was quite sufficient for all requirements. 
No doubt, it was the same in other sections 
of the country. Therefore, instead of this 
provision being a security, it would have a 
tendency to induce small Banks to give cre- 
dits that might be detrimental. It might 
be said that the larger Banks could supply 
the rural districts with branches, but these 
never served the interest of the place so 
well as local Banks, and for this reason, 
when the larger Banks are subject to pres- 
sure in large cities, they would contract the 
loans which they had given in various 
branches throughout the country. For 
instance, if from any cause the Banks in 
Montreal were called on to assist their 
large customers, they would have to call 
in amounts from their branches in the 
West, and then cause a depression there 
which the community had really nothing 
to do with. He hoped the Finance Minister 
would reduce the minimum amount of 
Capital required to $400,000. 

Mr. COLBY entirely approved of the re- 
marks of the last speaker, and said he had 
an amendment ready to move on that 


point. He would add to the remarks of 
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‘the member for Sherbrooke, that mana- 
gers of local Banks knew more of the 


necessities of the district in which the 
Bank was, than did local agencies; and 


experience had shown, that local Banks 
served the country much better than 
branches. He would prefer to have no 
minimum amount of capital fixed, and 
moved an amendment to that eftect. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re- 
marked, that what they had to do now, 
was to establish a general principle for the 
whole country, and the question was, 
whether or not one million dollars was too 
much, as a general principle. This mea- 
sure was something like the Joint Stock 
Companies Act, and under it, special pro- 
‘visions might be granted to suit special 
Cases. . 

Mr GIBBS remarked, that small Banks 
were very muchneeded in the rural dis- 
tricts in Ontario, where they could not get 
the large Banks to establish branches, and 
if they could, they were notso good as 
local Banks 

Mr. O’CONNOR fully concurred in the 
member for Sher- 
brooke (Sir A. T. Galt). Several Banks 
had in succession established agencies in 
his part of the country which in times of 
pressure on the head institution were sud- 
denly withdrawn, to the serious embarrass- 
ment of business men and injury to busi- 
ness. He thought rural Banking institu- 
tions should be encouraged. The amount 


fixed by the resolution in question as a 


minimum, Would debar the formation of 
such institutions. Notwithstanding the 
explanation of the Hon. Minister of Justice, 
he thought the resolution if passed would 
bind Parliament against cuperating any 
Banking institution hereafter with a capital 
less than $1,000,000. He would therefore 
support the amendment. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH was of opinion, that the 
interests of the Maritime Provinces were 
He 
characterized the remarks of the Secretary 
of State, about the parish politics of the 
Maritime Provinces, as an insult which 
ought to be resented. He pointed out 
that their largest Bank—the Bank of New 
Brunswick—had a capital of only $900,000, 
and the effect of the resolution would be 
to prevent any Bank hereafter being es- 
tablished in New Brunswick. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said on 


a question like this the Government were 


ready to hear suggestions from hon. mem- 


bers and consider them. He suggested 
that the clause should stand over, and the 


Government would c.wefully consider any 
suggestions made. . He would like to hear 
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of financial experience, like the hon. mem. 


ber for Chateauguay, upon that point — i 


(laughter). 


_ Mr. FERGUSON said that he was exceed- 
ingly glad to find that the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke had changed his mind on 
the subject, and spoken as he had. Some 
years ago, he (Mr. Ferguson) obtained a 
charter for the people of the County of 
Simcoe, and that, while he felt grateful for 
the assistance and great kindness of the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke, Finance 
Minister on that occasion, he insisted upon 
fixing the minimum amount of capital at 
$1,000,000, and the result was, and is, that, 
up to the present, the contemplated Bank 
has not been established. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it was then the 
policy of the Government, and that he 
could not depart from it. 


Mr. FERGUSON said he was aware of 
that fact, and was glad to hear the hon. 
gentleman advocate another and, he 
thought, a wiser policy, and fixing the 
minimum at a much less amount. He 
(Mr. Ferguson), was happy to congratulate 
the hon. the Finance Minister upon the 
success that had so far attended his policy 
and the satisfaction it had already given to 
the House and the country, and which he 
(Mr. Ferguson) had anticipated. He hoped 
that the hon. gentleman would modiy his 
resolutions in this respect, and endé ivour 
still further to meet the wishes ofthe people 
as it was quite true that solarge an amount. 
of capital could not be well obtained in 


country places—and if so, could not be 


profitably employed. While, on the other 
hand, a reasonable capital might be pro- 
cured and great advantages secured to the © 
public; and especially so, as under the re- 
solution, and the increased security propos- 
ed; no danger whatever could be enter- 
tained in*the establishment of local Banks 
with a smaller capital than hitherto re- 
quired. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH (New Brunswick) re- 
ferred to a passage in Mr. Aikins’ letter to 
Mr. McDougall, in which he sneered at the 
‘parish politics of the Maritime Pro- 
vinces,’’. and expressed indignation at the 
phrase. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE reminded Mr. Smith 
that the words made part of a private let- — 
ter written to a personal friend before Mr. 


-Aikins was a Minister, and that there was 


no evidence to show that the writer had 
consented to the publication. After the 
extraordinary debates of the past week no 
man from the seaboard need notice or re- 
sent any sneer at his parish politics. 


The second resolution passed. 


_. the sentiments of hon. gentlemen opposite | On the third resolution, 


“ 


Banking: and 


we “MACKENZIE thought it was alte: 
andl would inconvenience “the country, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought it 
was a salutary provision and would pre- 
vent over issue. 


Mr. CRAWFORD (South Leeds) thought 


reserves should be considered as ‘paid up 


capital, 


_ After some further remarks the resolu- 
tion passed, 


‘The fourth resolution passed. 
On the fifth resolution, 


Mr. GIBBS thought the provision with 
respect to the three “months liability, after 
the transfer of stock, was unnecessarily 
stringent, and would have a tendency to 
depreciate Bank stock, and it would be 
difficult to transfer shares. He held that 
one month was long enough to make 
shareholders responsible. A _ director; 


however, might be held liable for six 


months. 


Mr. HARRISON said, if a transfer was 
bona fide, the party transferring should be 
relieved of his obligation. But if not 
bona fide then he should be held. The 
liability in respect to the stock should 


- cease when the stock was bona fide trans- 


y 


ferred. 


Hon. Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was difficult to ascertain this; the sug- 
gestion of the hon. member for South On- 


-tario was worthy of consideration. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said there were 
strong reasons why the double liability 
clause should not exist at all; we were a 
poor country and ought to invite the in- 
vestment of foreign capital, but if we im- 
posed a great variety of onerous conditions 
we would fail to get it. It should either 
be dropped altogether or made really 
operative. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, was willing 
to accept the suggestion to make it one 
month. 


Mr. POPE said, Bank Directors knew all 
about the transfers and should be held re- 
sponsible for them. 


“Mr. CRAWFORD (South Leeds) said the 
honourable gentleman did not contemplate 


- being a Bank Director. 


' Mr. POPE said, he was a Bank Director, 
and ready to assume all the responsibility. 
A man of strawshould not be accepted by 
rectors: » 


Mr. CRAWFORD said, he was not aware 
that directors could refuse a transfer. 


Mr. POPE said he Saas by consent of the 
Mr. Gibbs. 
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Bank which he (Mr. Pope) was connected 
with. 

The Secret then passed as amended. 


Mr. GIBBS thought that®clause 7 would — 


limit the amount of deposits received by 
the Banks. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought the clause 
unnecessary, but practically harmless, 


Mr. HARRISON did not see the neces- 


‘sity for this resolution. If it had any 


effect at all it would be to prevent money 
from coming into the Bank. 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said, the 
clause had been in all Bank charters issued 
for years. The clause was passed. 


On clause 8 Mr. GIBBS suggested the pro- 
priety of changing the extension of time 
made, from three to four months. . This 
would greatly assist the Banks in their 
dealings with Lumber Merchants who usu- 
ally got advances on “long paper.” 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought 
ninety days was quite sufficient, and hoped 


the hon. gentleman would not press his 


suggestion. ‘The clause was paseed. 


On clause 12, Mr. CRAWFORD urged 
the propriety of making some alteration 
in the clause which would have the effect 
of throwing the control of the Banks into 
the hands of a few directors. 


Mr. WORKMAN 
view. 


also supported this 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, that . 
if the clause were allowed to pass as it. 


stood, the Government would take into 
consideration the propriety of reducing the 
monetary qualification of directors. 


After some further discussion 1t was ar- 


ranged that the first part of the clause. 


should pass, but should hereafter be modi- 
fied, and that the latter part of the clause 
should be struck out. 


Clauses 13, 14,15 and 16, were passed. 
Clause 17 was allowed to stand over. 
Clauses 18, 19, 20 and 21 were passed. 
Clause No. 22 was allowed to stand over. 
The remaining clauses were passed. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that the committee rise and report, asking 
leave to sit again. He said that those 
clauses, which the Government had prom- 
ised to reconsider, would be brought down 
again, at the next sitting of the commit- 
tee. The committee then rose. 


THE SUPPLY. 


The House then went into committee, 


and passed a formal resolution respecting — ; Fe 
supply, and then eon at 11.15 p.m ees 
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269° North West = =[Marcn7, 1870] Papers. 2165 5 
BONS et vp Seas Y ame eae 
Pee ie oa. |) SENATE, i: ae ri 
RR Namen ei DETROIT RIVER TRANSIT COMPANY. — 
eC «Orrawa, March 7th, 1870. 

Sega _ Hon. Mr. CARLING introduced a Bill to : 
~~ «-‘The Speaker took the chair at the usual imcorporate the Detroit River Transit Com- 
Sonne 4 pany. Referred to the Committee on 
___ After routine business, — Railways. | 

ey LIBRARY AND PRINTING COMMITTEE. NORTH WEST PAPERS. 
Pas 
Bea: ~ AMessage was received from the Com- Mr. MACKENZIE said that before going 
mons acquainting the House with the ap-|02 With the “questions” by members he 
 pointment of the Commons quota of the wished to bring a matter to the attention 
Joint Committee on printing and the of the House. He said that on Friday last 
Library. the report of the Committee appointed to 
ex look over the North West papers, was 
ae OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. brought down. He understood that the 
Bie | } correspondents of some of the newspapers 
eb Iion. Mr. SANBORN introduced a Bill} had got possession of some of the papers 
relating to Official Assignees, which was | connected with that report. It would be 
-—--—s read a first time, and ordered for a second | well if these gentlemen should under- 
- —s- reading on Thursday. stand that these documents should not 
ae be published before they were laid before 
ae —— the House, and that no newspaper should 
tee get them before the House did. If the 
ee HOUSE OF COMMONS. practice of allowing the press to have the 
tend use of these papers was tobe continued, it 
B Orrawas, March 7, 1870. | wasonly fair that they should be given to 
wh . all the newspapers at the same time. 
ei ak eee took the chair at three Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
Dae wee DUTY ON COAL. as he understood the matter these and all 
ci other papers were brought down for the | 
Bes, Several petitions were presented, asking | use of the members of the House and no at 
for the imposition of a duty on coal and | person should get them before them. ‘: 
pee other articles imported from the United| The prime object In getting 
me. States, ddwn papers owas for the. use 
«NaS of the House. That the information 
ae ASYLUM FOR INEBRIATES. should be given to the public, through the 
Aa oe ‘Al we F a eae press, was a secondary consideration. 
fe ae? so, a petition from Baptists’ o e me 
ae a. Lower Provinces, asking for the establish- a pieaanie sas poy eee aes he 
MS ees rere tor TnSpriates. as a rule, they had ‘been allowed to get 
a IMMIGRATION AND COLONIZATION. possession of these documents as soon as 


they were brought down; but, in this 
case, where eliminations were to be made, 
it was not expedient that they should have 
been taken away. However, the general 
rule authorized the press correspondents in 
their attempts to get the ordinary papers. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


7, 


Hion. Mr. DUNKIN presented the first 
report of the Committee on Immigration 
and Colonization, recommending the reduc- 
tion of the number of members required 
form a quorum. | 


eon 


wes 


a ie 
i 


es 4 
3 Se a ec this was an exceptional case. 

Be Mr. McFARLANE presented the second} Hon. Mr. WOOD asked if he had under- 
____ report of the Committee on Standing Or-| stood the leader of the Government to 
____ ders, recommending the extension of the | state, that when papers were brought down 


to the House that they were not then 

public, and had not the members of the_ 

press a right to get thém and print 

them? He had always understood that p 
papers were published, and were. public ’ 
property as soon as they were brought : 
down to the House. 


time for receiving petitions for one week. 


AMALGAMATION OF BANK OF COMMERCE 
Sats: WITH GORE BANK. 


er Mr. MORRISON introduced a Bill to pro- 
ae vide for the amalgamation of the Canadian 


te ‘Bank of Commerce and the President, 


“aan - Directors and Company of the Gore Bank.| Tfon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD acai ve 
Referred to the Standing Yommittee on | that}these papers were given to theypress 
te Banking and Commereo. pi as a matter of practice, but still the, prin, oo 
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itis Sibel not “A violated, that the any y debts alte a die heh, Tohnd no deat} ; 
House should have the complete control of | ings with the sub-contractors, who had to 


papers laid on the table. look to the contractors for their pay. 


' HARBOURS OF REFUGE ON LAKE HURON. 


Pix. Mr. SPROAT asked whether it is the in- 
tention of the Government to place in the 
Sak Estimates for this year a sum sufficient for 
; the construction of a Harbour or Harbours 
3 of Refuge on the East Coast of the Lake 
: Huron, and if so, whether it is intended 
that such work shall be proceeded with 
“4 during the current year ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that a report 
- onthe subject had been presented to him, 
and that the subject was under the consid- 

eration of the Government. 


Ds DYKE IN CANNING RIVER, N.S. 


Mr. CHIPMAN asked whether it is the 
intention of the Government to take any 
steps to prevent certain parties from build- 
ing a dyke across Canning River, in King’s 
County, Province of Nova Scotia, thereby 
. stopping the navigation of said River ? 
ss Hon. Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD replied, 
+ the Government had no official information 
of any such attempt to obstruct the River. 
Any person so doing would be guilty of 
committing a nuisance, and any person 
suffering therefrom should apply to the au- 
thorities to have the nuisance abated. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY CLAIMS. 

Mr. CALDWELIE asked whether the con- 
ie tractors on section No. 3 of the Intercolonial 
ae Railway have been paid the full amount of 
. their claims for work performed, and if not, 
whether it is the intention of the Govern. 

Ny ment to retain the balance due and appro- 
oh priate the amount, together with the pro- 
ite ceeds of the property of the contractors, 
aby now in the hands of the Government, 


pt: towards the liquidation of unpaid claims of 
the sub-contractors and employees who 
ag have been engaged on that section ? 

ue Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re- 
‘aah plied, that the contractors of Section No, 
ee: three had been paid up in full. 

Hie Mr, CALDWELL enquired, whether it 
te, is the intention of the Government, now 
BS that Messrs. Elliott & Co., have been | 
et, _ relieved from their contract on Section | 
‘ a No. three of the Intercolonial Railway, 
AG to pay the just debts due by that Com- 
kale _ pany to the sub-contractors and employees, 
a whose money and labour have been expen- 


sr 
~ 


ded in the prosecution of that great pub- 
lic work ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD said, 
that the gentlemen had not been relieved 
of their contract, but that it had been for. 
 feited. The Government were not aware of 
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COURT OF ADMIRALTY. 


Mr. MAGILL asked, whether it is the in- 
tention of the Government during this 
Session, to introduce a measure by which 
the Laws, Rules, and practice of the 
Court of ’ Admiralty now in existence in 
the Province of Quebec may be applied to 
the Inland Lakes, Canals, and Waters 
of the Province of Ontar io ; or is it the 
intention of the Government to confer 
certain powers on our Courts by introdu- 
cing the system now in existence in the 
United States, by which the District Courts 
established in the different States are in- 
vested with Admiralty powers. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
it was the intention of the Government 
to bring down an Act to establish a Court 
of Appeal and ifthe House thought well 
of it, to confer upon that Court Admiralty 
Jurisdiction to a certain degree 


PROTECTION OF CANADIAN FISHERIES. 


Mr. COFFIN asked, whether the American 
Government had been notified by the Do- 
minion Government that it is their inten- 
tion to place an armed force in Canadian 
Waters for the protection of ne 
fishermen ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
there had always been an armed force sup- 
plied by Her Majesty’s Government for the 
protection of British fishermen. The Ca- 
nadian Government had no reason to be- 
lieve that that force would be withdrawn, 
and therefore had no intention of putting 
onan armed force of its own. 
intention of the Government to have a 
certain number of police vessels there, for 
the enforcement of law in these waters. 


UNIFORM CURRENCY. 


Mr. SAVARY moved for copies of all 
correspondence respecting a.uniform sys- 
tem of Currency.—Carried. | 

IMPORT DUTIES. 

Mr. OLIVER moved for an Aghress to 
His Excellency, praying for the 
ofan import duty on wheat, fl 
corn, hops, coarse and fing@salt and coal. 


He said the Government had sent adepu- 
tation to the West Indies and South Amer- _ 
ica, with a view of opening up a trade 
with those countries, but since its return — 
nothing had seemi~ -ly been done by the 
these fields for | 
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little attention to the subject would 
reatly increase our commerce. 
tor instance, immense quantities of 


flour were being imported into the Mara- 
time Provinces which if a preper duty were 


_ imposed would be supplied by the Upper 


Provinces. In reference to the Recipro- 
city Treaty he said that Canada was now 
giving to the United States liberties on 
our fishing grounds, in fact, all the priv- 
ileges'we have to offer, and therefore, they 
were notas anxious to renew the Recipro- 
city Treaty as they would otherwise be. 
Whenever there was any excitement or 
uneasiness in any of our local markets, the 
facilities afforded to the United States 
manufactures were such as to enable them 
to step in and offer their products on 
better terms than Canadians. For instance, 
he stated, that last year we imported into 
Canada 1,655,000 bushels of Indian corn, 
which comes into direct competition with 
our OWn coarser grains. | The larger 


distillers in the country did not 
pretend to buy Canadian grain 
and had no _ interest in the 
local market which in consequence 


suffered great loss. In Coal we imported 
$951,000 worth and exported in the face 
of a restrictive tariff $630,000 worth.— 
‘There was no doubt he said, but that, if a 
proper duty were placed on the article, 
there would be brought about the free 
trade which was predicted in the Cenfed- 
eration debates; an interprovincial traffic, 
that would be beneficial to the whole Do- 
minion. In the item of Salt (which would be 
referred to more fully by the member for 
Huron who was interested in the com- 
modity,) the country had also suffered. 
Last year according to the trade returns 
we imported $442,000 worth from the 
United States which comes directly in com- 
petition with our own industry on the 
Shores of Lake Huron, where Salt-works 
had been erected at a cost of about $200,- 
000. The object of the American salt 
manufacturers was, he said to cripple these 
manufactures, and they were succeeding. 
He had read a circular issued by the pro- 
prietors of the Syracuse salt wells, in which 
they offered to deliver salt in Canada, at 
one dollar and sixty cents a barrel, while 
at the same time they are charging one 
dollar and ninety cents at their own wells, 
their object being to obtain a monop- 
oly over the whole American ‘continent. 
The trade in hops was also being much in- 
jured by the freedom afforded for Ameri- 
ican competition. He believed it was the 


interest of the Province'to secure to our 
own people the markets of the country. 
If American products came into 


the 
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which we will require for our large public 
works, 


Mr. M.C. CAMERON (Huron) next had 
the floor, but said he would give way to 
the Hon. Finance Minister, as he was 
anxious to hear an expression of his opin- 
ion on this question. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS. HINCKS was afraid 
that anything he could say would not be 
exceedingly satisfactory to the honourable 
member. He inferred that the honourable 
member for Oxford had secured his object 
in bringing his resolution before the House 
Nothing could be more inconvenient to the 
Government, than being asked so soon to 
bring down their financial policy to the 
House. It was particularly inconvient just 
now, because there was. a pressure being 
made on the Government of the United 
States, with a view to having'a more liberal 
commercial intercourse with this country, 
than has existed hitherto. (Hear, hear.) 
Although he had. already intimated. ona 
former oczasion, that he could not hold out 
any probability of anything m the shape of 
a renewal of the old Heerprocity Treaty, 
yet he could say that» did not despair of 
something in the shape 
Measure or ‘Treaty which would im- 
pose very low duties on some ar- 
ticles and perhaps allow free trade alto- 
gether in others. He trusted the hon. 
member would see the expediency of not 
pressing his address, and waiting till the 
Government came down with their meas- 
ures, which he hoped would meet with his 
support. 

Mr. M.C. CAMERON (Huron), said, that 
perhaps on the whole, the Hon, Minister 
of Finance was not to blame, for not 
speaking out ona subject like this. He 
had not expected him to state that he was 
going to put a protective duty on salt, in 
which he and his constituency were par- 
ticularly interested, or on coal or any other 
article, and he took it, that the Govern- 
ment would not wish to say that they 
would deal with the question, in a manner 
suitable to their ministerial position. He 
was not sosanguine, he must say, as 


the Hon. Finance Minister in respect 

4 , ata om 
to a renewal of our trade relations 
with the United States. These 


movements on the other side for a renew- 
al of Reciprocity, had been going Be toe 
years, and always most opportanely, just 
as this House was gping into session, 
(Hear, hear.) Something or this kind had 
occurred every year ever since the abolition 
of the old treaty, and we would have the 
same thing renewed every year until the 
Canadian Government took an independ- 
ent stand, dictated by Canadian interests 
and Canadian ‘interests alone. 
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these movements cease. Was the Govern- 
-ment prepared to say that any advances 
had been made by the American Govern- 
ment towards reciprocal trade arrange- 
ments. : 


Ton. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. 


Mr. M. C. CAMERON was glad to hear 
it, but did not consider that that was in 
accordance with the views expressed by 
the President of that Council on the sub- 
ject, which were decidedly hostile to Re- 
ciprocity. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS begged to 
correct the hon. member. Ihe Presi- 
dent expressed himself as being opposed 
to a renewal of the old Rreciprocity Treaty, 
but not against trade relations with this 
country. 

Mr. M. C. CAMERON said, that that 
view was taken, at any rate, by a great 
many members of the Congress and Sen- 
ate. The leading organ of the liberal party 
in Ontario had taken the step of advoca- 
ting free trade, and he was glad tosay that 
it was almost the only one that had warned 
the Government not to betray our trade 
relations with the United States. If he 
for a moment believed that the motion of 
the member for Oxford would have the 
effect of retarding or preventing the re- 


- newal of the Reciprocity Treaty, he would 
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constituents to 
for a time longer, rather 
than jeopardize its renewal, In 
his humble judgment the Government 
could take no better step than to- protect 
Canadian products. Why should the 
Americans want the renewal of 
the Reciprocity Treaty? Are not 
all the Canadian markets open 
now to them, while their  mar- 
kets are closed up against us in almost 
every commodity. They reap all the 
benefits of free trade, and we have all 
the evils of protection without any of 
its benefits. In support of his position he 
quoted from J. Stuart Mill, to the effect 
that a retaliatory policy was in some cases 
justifiable. Fortified by such opinions 


sooner allow his 


suffer 


_ they could afford to overlook that of jour- 


nals which were opposed to this proposal. 
They had heard the same thing» talked of 
for the last six years; that reciprocity 
would be sure to come immediately. He 
agreed, however, with the member for 
Cumberland, that the period had now ar- 
rived when they must pursue a policy of 
independence on this question, consulting 
their own interests, independent of what 


was said or done on the other side of the 


line. For want of doing so, many 
interests were languishing, some were 
paralyzed. In fact with regard to the salt 
interest, even if it stood alone, he held 
that the Government should not hesitate to 


Mr. M. C. Cameron. 
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favour. In Western Canada, before the 


discovery of silt in the vicinity of Lake — 


Huron, they had to depend on the Ameri- 
can market for supplies, while the Eastern 


portion depended on Liverpool. Before that — 


discovery the price was $1.60 to $2.00 per 
barrel, the price after manufacturing was 
begun here, was reduced to $1.50 by the 
Canadian markets. The Americans then 
brought it down to $1.50 and $1.45. 
When it was so reduced the Canadians, 
not because they were obliged to do so, but 
from a regard to the interests of the coun- 
try, reduced their price to $1.15 at the 
wells! The American Company then is- 
sued a circular to their Canadian agents, 
to reduce their price, the circular stating 


that in consequence of their discovery of | 


a new vein at Onondaga they were pre- 
pared to sell at Toronto at $1.60 per barrel, 
their price along the Grand Trunk line be- 
ing reduced considerably as they ap- 
proached Goderich. ‘The sole effect on the 
Canadian manufacturers was that they 
might have the market to themselves. 
Jt was asked if they were able to manufac- - 
ture salt as cheaply as their neighbours, 
why were they not able to compete with 
them’? But inthis respect the American 
Government had always pursued a policy 
of protection. When salt was first discov- 
ered in Michigan, they gave a bounty of. 
twenty cents a barrel’on all that was ex- 
ported, and the wilderness of Saginaw 
was now one of the most thriving settle- 
ments in the States. New York had fol- 
lowed a similar policy, every ounce of: 
lime, the land, the works, everything but 
the evaporators were the property of the 
State, and there had been laid out there 
$10,000,000, for which the State received 
only a nominal return of three quarters 
per cent., whereas here all had to be pro- 
vided out of a limited local capital, 
while the duty on importations imto 
the States was seventy cents in gold. 
The policy of the salt manufacturers 
there was,‘to supply the home market first, 
and send off the remainder. When they 
had supplied all their own customers, and 
sold off all their stock, they disposed of 
the remainder in Canada, sending in large 
quantities at uncertain times. He did not 
object to healthy competition, but to an 
unhealthy and illegitimate traffic, by which 
all operations were disturbed. Every in- 
dustry was nearly in the same position, 
but salt stood ina peculiar position, from 
the wealth of the manufacturers who had 
resolved to crush the infant manufacture 
of Canada. Then the Americans had the 
benefit of return freights, which was an 
important consideration, Canadians hay- 


ing to pay nearly three timesas much for 
the conveyance of salt,not beingable toob- 
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tain return cargoes. The market, too 
was limited and did not extend “beyond 
_ Ontario, as thearticle was kept out of the 

United States by a discriminating tariff, 

- andin the Hastern Provinces could not 
¥ compete with Liverpool. He referred 
; to the action taken in this matter, by New- 


_ foundland, and Australia and other Colo- 
nies, and urged the Government to deal 
in this matter asone of the greatest impor- 
tance to the Dominion, the ultimate pro- 


gress of the country demanding that there 
+ i ie 
should be some measure of protection 
accorded. He was not as a whole, 
an advocate for a_ retaliatory policy, 
but there were some articles with 
regard to which it was judicious and right 
to adopt it. He believed that the country 
was excited on the subject, and petitions 
had been presented from all quarters. 
; He had presented himself petitions from 
- the County of Huron, the largest and most 
respectable County in the Dominion (laugh- 
# ter,) and which contained fully one half of 
the population of New Brunswick, and all 
the County Councils in Ontario were in 
favour of the proposals brought forward by 
. the member for Oxford. He had voted 
with the Government on the Banking reso- 
+ lutions, it was a popular movement and 
~. . would be found to beso; but popular as 
, it was, the present was fifty per cent more 
so; the press almost with a single excep- 
tion—that of the great organ of the great 
liberal party—was with the people, and 


made itself the reflex of public opinion; , 


the Toronto Telegraph for nine months 
had been advocating the same thing; and 
the Toronto Leader which, up to the day 
before yesterday, had been advocating the 
duty ofdoing nothing, had at last changed 
its tune, showing that a change had come 
over the views of those who controlled it 
(great laughter). He hoped that the Fi- 
nance Minister would see thatthe country 
was no longer left in the humiliating po- 
___ sition of waiting patiently on another na- 
tion to legislate fer the benefit of Canada. 


4 


f Mr. GIBBS would endorse the views of 
those who had spoken, and congratulate 
the gentlemen opposite on their change 
of manner in discussing the question. He 
quite agreed that every indication pointed 

_ the way to such a policy, and popular as 
the Banking resolutions were, he might be 

f permitted to say, without intending tobe 

offensive in what he said, that the Finance 

Minister from being one of the most un- 
popular men in the Dominion, which he 

_- undoubtedly was a few months ago (laugh- 

__ter,) would become the most popular if he 

-. introduced measures to carry into effect 

the proposals of the member for Oxford. 

- When he read the message of the President 


_ _ ofthe United States, he hoped that its 


effect here would be to put an end to the 


laissez faire policy, and that Canadian in- 


terestsand no other would be considered. 
He had every desire for reciprocity and 
proper commercial relations, but if these 
could not be obtained, then they must 
legislate for their own interests without 
reference to that. All the reference to 
commercial legislation as affecting Canada 
applied, he had no doubt, to Consular fees 
and other matters of that kind, not to the 
removal of more important restrictions. 
Itmight be that Government was in pos- 
session of information on the subject, not 
known to the members of the House, but 
he could say on behalf of his constituents 
and other portions of Ontario, that if the 
legislation directly pointed at in the mo- 
tion, was to be considered, the House 
would be flooded with petitions in support 
of it. He had to add, that all that was 
necessary to correct Free Traders, was to 
touch one of their own interests, and they 
at once became Protectionists. A short 
time ago the member for Oxford opposed 
a duty on flour being imposed, and urged 
that the true policy was to make this 
country as cheap a country to live in as 
possible, so as to induce people to come 
here. Now he had changed his opinions 
thoroughly,and he congratulated him on his 
improved views. He hoped he would con- 
tinue to hold them in spite of the opposi- 


tion of the journal that his party usually 


follows (laughter). 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said the question raised 
by the motion: had been discussed by Agri- 
cultural Associations and County Councils 
in his section of the country for the last 
two years, and was one farmers had a deep 
interest in. They, rightly or wrongly, 
were almost unanimously of opinion that 
there should be a revision of the tariff, and 
of the adoption of a policy dictated by Ca- 
nadian interests and by no other. He fully 
endorsed the statement that no measure 
would give greater satisfaction to Western 
Canada, particularly to the agricultural 
portion,—than a revision of the tariff with 
a view to the protection of Canadian inte- 
rests. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said of course this was 
not the time to enter into a discussion of 
this question. He would simply say that 
he did not believe that the adoption of a 
retrograde policy,—a policy that would go 
back to the legislation of thirty or forty 
years ago—would be “atisfactory to the 
people of Ontario. The hon. member who 
had stated that the County Council of 
Lambton had petitioned in favour of pro- 
tective duties, had been misinformed. On 
the contrary, they had expressed a strong 
opinion that noduty should be imposed on 
wheat or other grains, but a slight duty on 
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He quite agreed that our leglisla- 
tionshould bein the direction of protec- 
ting Canadian interests, but the question 
was, would such a policy as indicated 
protect Canadian interests? He was con- 


' vinced that the hon. gentleman who quoted 


co 


\ 


y, 


_ postponed year after year, 


John Stuart Mill in favour of a protective 
policy, had misunderstood that writer. 


He would be delighted to see the hon. 


Finance Minister bring down any such a 
scheme as that advocated by that gentle- 
man to-day; it would be an anomaly 
in legislation that he scarcely thought 
the hon. gentleman would venture to pro 
pose to the House. Of course they should 
pursue a policy that would secure the 
greatest cheapness for all that the people 
consumed, but whether the policy pro. 
pounded would achieve that object, 
was amatter for discussion. Hedid not 
rise to discuss the question now, but merely 
to enter his protest against the statement, 
that the opinion of the country was in favour 
ofan out-and-out protection policy. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said, that for the last 
twenty years, a large majority of the peo- 
ple of the Maritime Provinces had been 
in favour of free trade in its widest sense. 
But the policy indicated by the gentlemen 
in this discussion was becoming popular 


there, not because they were less free. 


traders than before, but because the 
United States were making use of their 
fiscal relations with us to attempt to coerce 
us into political union with them. We do 
not, said he, want such a policy, because 
we have ceased to be free traders, but 
because we wish to make it patent to all 
the world, that we are prepared to depart 
from sound principles of fiscal policy, 
rather than be coerced into political union 
with the United States (hear, hear). 


Mr. MILLS—Is that the policy of the 
Government? 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said—On_ behalf of 
the Province from which I come, I protest 


_against the representations of the Secre- 


tary of State for the Provinces, that such 
a policy was popular in New Brunswick. 
Mr. POPE said this question had been 
in the hope of 
getting reciprocity with the United States 
but they had not got reciprocity, and hac 
very little prospect of getting it. There- 
fore, he hoped and believed the Govern- 
ment would come down with a Canadian 
policy for the protection of Canadian in- 
terests, without reference to mere theories 
of free trade or protection. He believed 
the circumstances under which we were 
placed required it, and he was inclined to 
endorse the words of the Secretary of State 
for the Provinces. He had recently been 
talking to a leading Senator of the United 
States on the subject, and had pointed out 


Mr, Mackenzie, 
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to him that the policy of the United § Beitee 
was the very best way to prevent the ex- 
istence of annexation sentiments in Cana- 


da, “ Well” “he >» replied, ‘(I be-<s 
lieve you are right, but you know 
some of your. people have done 


not a little in the direction of shaping 


our policy in that respect. (Hear, hear). 
We have letters from some men in Canada, 
representing that the best way to get you 
to join us was to starve you into Annexa- 
tion.’? (Hear, hear). That was the view 
of a man who understood the question 
thoroughly, and who admitted that their 
policy was dictated by such considerations. 
He (Mr. Pope) hoped the Government 
would come down with a Canadian policy, 
and, if they did so, ‘he pr omised them his 
hearty support. | 


Mr. MAGILL said it could not be denied . 


that there was a growing feeling in Untario 
in favour of a Canadian commercial policy, — 
framed with a view solely to the interests 
of Canada, and he hoped the Government 
would pursue such a policy. 
trade principle was a sound one, when 
acted upon by the several countries en- 
gaged in commercial intercourse mutually, 
but as regards our transactions with the 
United States, it is a system amounting 
almost to free imports and heavily taxed 
exports. Wein the Dominion have tried 
this policy sufficiently long to become con- 
vinced that a change is now required and 
as we have failed to secure access to their 
markets on equitable terms, we must by 
encouraging our domestic industry ‘build 
up a home market for ourselves, which 
after all is the best one to which we can 
have recourse. 


Mr. FERGUSON said his constituents 
were unanimously in favour of the policy 
indicated, and he hoped the Government 
would bring down such a policy. 


Mr. SCATCHERD Lelieved, that every 
section of Ontario was in favour of protect- 
ing Canadian interests, without waiting 
any longer to see what we could get from 
the United States, and that if the policy 
foreshadowed by the motion was brought 
down, the House would support it, and if 
the Finance Mintster did not bring down 
such a policy, some other 
would bef. ve compelled to do so. 


Mr. COLBY remarked, that the unani- 
mous feeling of the whole country was in 
favour of reciprocal free trade with the 
United States. But it took two to make a 
bargain, and if the United States would not ~ 
agree with us, We could not compel them, 
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He was by no means sanguine that even . 


within the next five years we would receiy 
overtures from the United States for reci- 
procity: 


The free — 


gentleman. 
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ar Pboteat ts i We should not adopt a 
af “ retaliatory policy.simply for the sake of 
ce - retaliation, nor an aggressive policy for 
sake of annoyance, nor an extreme pro- 
tection policy that would crush out our 
own interests, but we should thoroughly 
_. revise our tariff item by item, and frame 
_ it solely with a view to the interests of our 
Va country. 


os adjoining the county of Lambton, was 
_ strongly in favour of the policy indicated 
GE by the motion. 

_ ‘Mr WEBB stated that so far as that part 
of the Dominion which he had the honour 
to represent was; concerned, they were 
very anxious that a new Reciprocity Treaty 
with the United States should be obtained, 
at the same time, after patiently waiting 
from year to year in this hope, they had 

- come to the conclusion that the Americans 
‘were determined not to grant Reciprocity, 
and the only proper course for the country 

was to take into consideration, what. was 

. >the best course to pursue, and he trusted 

_ the Government would take this subject 

into their serious consideration, and come 
down prepared to submit for the consider- 
ation of Parliament such a measure that 

would be worthy of the designation of a 

, just measure, at the same time a true 
. Canadian Policy, and if our neighbours are 
~ determined to keep us from their markets, 

~a course which almost amounts to a prohi- 

- bition, we must take care our various in- 

te terests are not injured by allowing them 
too ready an access to our markets, and 
~ competing on equal terms with our own 

producers. I have no wish to retaliate, at 
the same time, our citizens of all callings 
must hive that protection they are under 
the circumstances justly entitled to. 


Mr. MILIS said, he thought the result 
of the policy advocated, would be to raise 
the price of products and articles consum- 

-edin this country,/and he supposed that 
_ the members whé advocate it, thought 
_. prices were now tgo low. He thought sucha 
policy would diminish the amount of the 
carrying trade through Canada, and would 
be contrary to the spirit of the age. With 
_yreference to the statement of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Provinces, he wished 
to know ifin making that statement he 
-\ was in harmony with his colleagues. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said, that he spoke of 
the opinions of his Province. As respected 

his colleagues when they differed materially 
as to a policy, he would do as he had always 
done under such circumstances, that was, 
leave the Government. 


ia et ey MACKENZIE, thought, after what 
Ces honourable gentleman had already 


-- Mr, STEPHENSON said, that his county, 
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stated, he should state whether what he 
said was the Government policy. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
he must sympathize with his honour able 
friend the Minister of Finance. One gen- 
tleman said, if he did soand so, he w pald 
be the most popular man in Canada. 
another gentleman threatens if he woull 
not do so and,so somebody else would,and 
on the whole, he was in rather a 
tight place. They had one gentleman 
throwing a bushel of salt in his face, ano- 
ther a bag of flour anda bag of hops from a 
third, (laughter), and doubtless he woult 
have had a barrel of petroleum hurled at 
him by the honourable member for Lamb- 
ton, but that gentleman had discharged 
a savory shower of petroleum at his (sir 
Francis,) predecessor, (renewed laughter) 
He (Sir John) believed the Finance Minis- 


ter was too old a stager either to be 
coaxed or threatened to an- 
nounce his policy in advance. But 


when the Government policy was pro- 
pounded, he believed that it would meet 
the acceptance of a majority in the House 
which, he believed, fairly represented the 
wishes and feelings of the people of Can- 
ada. 

Mr. O'CONNOR said that nine out of ten 
of his constituents, were in favour of the 
policy in .icated by the motion. 


the member for Bothwell (Mr. Mills) that 
there were times in Canada, and it was so 
now, when certain articles were too cheap. 
Farmers wore most prosperous when 
wheat and flour were high, and when farm- 
ers Were prosperous, mechanics and mer- 
chants, and labouring men were also pros- 
perous. He had no ‘objection to withdra'y 
his motion, and would say that if the 
Government brought down such a policy 
as indicated by his motion he would sup- 
port it, ifnot he would take the liberty 
of moving an amendment at the proper 
time. 

Motion withdrawn. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE. 


absence for one week was granted to Mr. 
Kempt. 


HARBOUR OF REFUGE. 


Mr. SIEPHENSON moved for reports, 
&¢c., respecting harbours of refuge on Lakes 
Erie and Huron. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had re- 
ceived a lengthy and very important re- 
port on the subject from the engineer of 
the department. The report did great 
credit to the Chief Engineer and also 


Mr. OLIVER replied to the remarks of 


On motion of Mr. MACKENZIE, leave of 
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to Mr. 
important information. He had to con- 
sider the matter attentively before bring- 
ing it before his colleagues. Therefore, he 
would ask the honourable member to let 
the matter stand over till the end of the 
week, when he hoped, the papers would be 
brought down. 


WELLAND CANAL. 


Mr. McCALLUM moved an address for 
the correspondence and reports of the en- 
gineer in charge of the Welland Canal. He 
said his constituents were very much in- 


terested in the condition of that work, and, 


that every man in the Dominion ought 
to be interested in having an uninterrupt- 
ed water communication from the West to 
the East, and in order that the. products 
of the West should pass through their 
lakes and canals, their natural channels. 
Ile regretted to have to say that the policy 
of the “Government forthe past two years 
had not been of’such a nature or character 
as to inspire confidence in the public 
works of the Domilion, particularly that 
portion of them which belonged to the 
Province of Ontario. When he entered 
that House in 1867 the Commissioner of 
Public Works ‘gave the assurance that the 
work would be carried through as soon as 
possible. That gentleman had gone up to 
the canal, but, unfortunately for the Pro- 
vince of Ontario, the weather was too cold, 
and the officer when he got within three 
or four miles of his place of destination 
turned back. (A laugh). In the spring 
of 1863 the House voted $35,000 for that 
work, and last year $50,000; in fact the 
House had dealt liberally with the Minis. 
try of the day in the matter of the Wel- 
land Canal. But why was the work not 
pushed through? It was not the fault of 
the House but of the Government that 
this work had not been accomplished. 


AFTER RECHSS, 
WELLAND: CANAL. 


Mr. McCALLUM gaid he did not think 
the Government was fulfilling its duty by 
allowing the money which had been voted 
for those works to lie idle. He did not 
blame the Government for more than they 
were responsible for. Owing to the in- 
creasing trade of the country the enlarge- 
ment of the canals was a necessity. He 
had brought the matter before the then 
Commissioner of Public Works, and the 
only answer he got was, “ under. considera- 
tion,”’ Hon. members would recollect the 
time when the country was alarmed on 
account of the breaking ofa dam across 
the Grand River. -That cost $30,000 to 
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Munroe who had furnished him] repair, 


Vern 


Canal. 


which might have been sau if 
the works suggested had been carried out. | 


The people of Dunnville had urged upon 


the Government the necessity of erecting 
an embankment, but they had also re- 
fused, saying that the matter was ‘under 
consideration.’ Then there was the com- 
plaint of want of water during last year. 

Owing to the want of water the mills were 
idle for about half a year, and he thought 
it only right that Government should al- 


low the owners of mills a reduction of 
water rent in consequence; but the Gov- - 


ernment. had refused to do so. While 
they were spending such large sums for 
useless work on the Intercolonial Railroad 
he hoped the Government would not re- 
fuse to spend a small sum. for the purpose 
of improving the canal. Great benefit 
would flow from that, but for the other 
expenditure they would only have it to 
point at as a monument of their folly. He 
hoped the Government would do some- 
thing in the matter of canals, and not still 
say that the question was ‘‘ under consid- 
eration.” (Hear, hear). 


Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand) said he 
agreed with and endorsed allthat had been 
said by the hon. member for Monck. The 
Government had manifested gross care- 


lessness in not bringing this great work to © 


a final completion ere this. While large 
amounts have been voted from year to 
year to obtain and complete what is called 


Lake Erie level, still it seems they have- 


not been expended. When the estimates 
were being passed in 1868, I asked the 
then Minister of Public Works when he 
expected to complete this work. He re- 
plied, by the spring of 1869; but it is no 
further advanced to-day than at that date. 
The public are not alone the sufferers by 
this delay, as many individuals have in- 
vested largely in mills which are unable to 
run the whole year round; whereas, if the 
lake level were obtained, that, together 
with the Grand River supply, would, I be- 
heve, be abundant for all purposes. Large 
appropriations have not only been made 
in the east, such as St. John Harbour im- 
provements, &c., but expended, while the 
Welland Canal is thus neglected. I pro- 
test against the action of the Government 
and insist that justice be done at an early 
day. 


Mr. MERRITT endorsed fully the views 


of the hon. member with regard to the 


importance of bringing the canal to lake 
Erie level, and hoped the Minister of Pub- 
lic Works would soon carry it out. In 1868 
not only were the resources of the canal 


imperilled, but mills were idle for weeks 


and occasioned great loss to all interests 


concerned; and the Government lost no 
small amount in tolls. He trusted sus 3 


ot fTon. Mr. Langevin. 
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would be the last time, it would be neces- 
sary to bring this matter before the House, 
unless it were to congratulate the Goy- 


_ Lake Erie, when they th 


4 


- 


~ 


ernment of the country for the successful 
completion of the work. They must bear 
in mind that every dollar spent upon the 
Welland canal was a step toward the com- 
pletion of the great "work of enlarging ca- 
nals which he hoped, would soon be car- 
ried out. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said there had 
been great difficulties in the way of en- 
gineers and contractors, who had found 
it necessary. or prudent in consequence to 
postpone the work which had been going 
on. The engineers had cut down to 
within eighteen inches of the level of 
ght it would be 
better to leave the lanf to settle and 
postpone to another year additional works. 
On the other hand, the blasting of the 


rocks alluded to by the hon. member had. 


to be abandoned for ‘the season for the fol- 
lowing reason: The contractor, after he 
had built a coffer dam, found to his cost that 
the water had made its way through the 
embankment, which fell into the canal for a 
considerable distance. ‘The engineers had 
considerable difficulties to encounter. But 
from the enginers’s report he believed it 
safe to complete the work, and the Govern- 
ment would ask for a sufficient amount of 
money to do this. When the estimates 
were brought down, an appropriation 
would be asked for to complete the work, 
and he would then have some further ex- 
planations, and the mover of the resolu- 
tion would find the Department of Puble 
Works had not failed in their duty. 


Motion passed. 


SURVEYS AT LAKE NEPIGON, 


Mr. MACDOUGALL (South Renfrew) 
moved for an address for reports of sur- 
veyors or others employed by Govern- 
ment in the neighbourhood of Lake Nepi- 
gon, etc. He urged on the Government 


- the importance of ascertaining the state of 


the country between Ottawa and Fort 
Garry, in order that the best route should 
be selected for railway or other means of 
communication. He referred to the 


_ strong interest taken by the people of 


Toronto in extending a railway to Lake 
Nipissing, and the people of Montreal 
were likewise considering the advisability of 


_ constructing a railway to go up the Ottawa 


Valley; and as it was understood by 
American people that the United States 
Pacific Railway must prove ultimately an 


- unsuecessful enterprise, some step should 


ty 


be taken to acquire information respecting 


a Canadian route. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said a preliminary 
report had been received from Mr. Bell, 
but that a full report was expected shortly 
and he suggested to the hon. member to 
withdraw or postpone his motion. 

Mr. MACDOUGALL (South Renfrew) 
said as the report would be in shortly he 
would allow his motion to stand over. 


Mr. MACKENZIE would ask the Gov- 
ernment if they had decided upon any pol- 
icy with reference to this matter. Last 
year they had given the House to under- 
stand they would be prepared to bring 
down a measure to efiectually open up 
communication with the North West terri- 
tory. The House had then voted $1,500,- 
000 to enable them to open the temporary 
road and improve the navigable route. 
But the Railway communication was to be 
dealt with during the recess. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
recent events in Red River territory had 
deranged Government plans a little, and 
they could not come before the House 
with measures so fully prepared as other- 
wise they could have done. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if they would 
have anything abouta railway? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would have, about the means of com- 
munication with the Northwest. 


M. MACKENZIE said it was a matter in 
which he took a great deal of interest, and 
he believed, as the honourable member for 
South Renfrew very properly remarked, 
that it was of great importance to the 
country, and if the Government had not 
decided on any policy, he would give no- 
tice to call a special committee to consider 
the question. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said it was hardly worth 
while to do that; it would be better to 
allow the question to remain over. The 
Minister of Public Works had been prose- 
cuting the work earnestly, in order to ef- 
fect a communication with Fort Garry, and 
all that could be done last winter had been 
done. Mr. Macdougall had made arrange- 
ments for establishing telegraphic commu- 
nication with Red River, but the recent 
disturbances had interfered with all 
those arrangements, and the Government 
could not be expected to go on with the 
work. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he didn’t propose 
to censure the Government at all; it was 
simply a matter of more speedy communi- 
cation. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN enquired if the papers 
in relation to the North West would contain 
copies of Bishop Tache’s report upon that 
country ? He had heard a great deal about 
that report, 


a 
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ea ‘Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Bishop Tache made no report of the kind. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN—I thought he had. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—A 
pamphlet written by Bishop Tavne, was 
published ina Lower Canada paper, but 
he never made any report to the Gov- 
ernment. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said Bishop Tache had 
sent him a pamphlet about the North West, 
but he had been so busy he had not had 
time to read it. 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) enquired 
from the Minister of Militia whether Mr. 
Russell’s pamphlet on the North West 
had been considered by Government as an 
official report; was it not on the contrary 
a mere essay ‘which the Government had 
taken great care to have distributed to all 
the members of the House. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
book had been distributed at the instance 
of the members of the House. 


HALIFAX POST OFFICKH. 


Mr. KE. M. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) 
moved an Address for correspondence re- 
specting post office accommodation in the 
city of Halifax. It would be in the recol- 
lection of honourable members, that the 
Act respecting Nova Scotia passed at the 
last session ot the House, provided that 
until the new building erected in Halifax 
for the accommodation of the Post Office 
and- Custom House Departments was 
handed over to the Dominion authorities, 
the Province should be debited with the 
interest on -the cost of its construction. 
The Provincial Government had not yet 
given up the building. On the contrary, 
they continued to hold, and were now 
occupying it in such a way as seemed to 


indicate their intention to keep perma- 


nent possession of it. The officers.of the 
Crown Land Department of the Province 
now oceupied a suite of rooms in the 
building, and another part of it was occu- 
pied as a Provincial Museum. He noticed, 


' also, in the Halifax papers, an advertise- 


ment signed by the Inspector of Post 
Offices for Nova Scotia, asking for tenders 
for a building suitable for Post Office pur- 
poses. From all these circumstances it 
might be inferred that the Provincial 
Government thought they had use for 
the building, could afford to pay for it 
and intended to keep it. It was time that 


' the House was made aware of the exact 


position of this matter as between the 
‘Government of the Dominion and the 
Government of the Province. The Post 
Office accommodation of the City of 
Halifax has long been defective and alto- 


gether inadequate to the requirements of 


Hon, Sir John A, Macdonald. 
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that city. The. ‘palldiee now in ps thes Re 


was commenced in 1864, three years pre- 
vious to Confederation, and finished early 


in the year 1868. The public ought to 


have had the use of that building for the 
last two years, and it was unfortunate that . 


this had been prevented by the differences 
between the Dominion and Provincial 


Cabinets. He hoped the papers moved 
for would be brought down. If they 


showed that the Provincial Government in- 
tended to keep the building, a large sum 
of money would be saved to the Dominion 
treasury; and it would then immediately 
become the duty of the Government of 
the Dominion to appropriate so much of 
that money as might be necessary to pro- 
vide in some other way, either by renting 
or building suitable premises for the Post 
Office accommodation so much needed in 
the city of Halifax. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug- 
gested to change the Address, for some 
of the correspondence included private 
and confidential reports of the Govern- 
ment Post Office Inspectors. These were 
never given, but there would not be the 
slightest objection to give substantially the 
information asked for. The Dominion 


Government did not want to enter into an — 


unseemly altercation with the Provincial 
Government. The Post Office at Halifax 
was altogether unsuited to the wants of the 
people of Halifax; it was unwholesome and 
too small, anda new Post Office must be 
obtained. 


Motion held over. 
TROOPS IN THE COLONTES. 


Mr. MACKENZIE, (in the absence of 
Mr. Huntington) moved an address for the 


correspondence between the Imperial and | 


Dominion Governments in relation to the 
withdrawal of Her Majesty’s troops from 
the Colonies, and also for the correspond- 
ence and despatches in relation to the 
pao of a Colonial Conference in Lon- 

on 
the course of the Imperial Government ; on 


the other hand he rather approved of its. 


course in this matter, and of the sentiments 
expressed by Lord Granville in his recent 
speech in the House of Lords. 


order to maintain a small army in this 
Colony merely for the discharge of police 


duties; and while he would be very glad at f 


all times to welcome the presence of Her 
Majesty’s troops in these Colonies, it was 
very clear we should not object to the 


removal of the troops hitherto stationed 
amongst us. The motion also referred to the © 


Colonial Conference in Tandon during the | 


He said he did not find fault with > 


There was 
no reason why a Colony so powerful as this 
should be taxing British ratepayers in © 
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last few weeks or months at furthest, cor. 
respondence had been taking place in 
English papers between various represen- 
tatives of Colonies.in England with regard 
to the position this Colony occupied rela- 
tively to the rest of the Colonies of the 
Empire, and while he did not commit 
himself to any of the theories that had 
been put forth in this correspondence, he 
believed some possible change was neces- 
sary, in order to consolidate that chain of 
British Colonies which extends over the 
world. His own impression was, that some 
sort of arrangement must be gone 
into by which we would all be able to 
materially help each other to maintain that 
power by which the mother country has 
been so prosperous, in an unbroken state, 
without necessitating the removal of 


British jurisdiction from one of the colonies, - 


orany change of the Flag which now waves 
over us. He did this all the more readily, be- 
cause it was quite possible some discussion 
may arise with regard to the Intercolonial 
relations that now exist. His own im- 
pression was that the moment the sever- 
ance of any of the colonies from the 
mother country took place, there would 
follow a loss of power to the Imperial au- 
thority (hear, hear). That it would realize 
in the course of time the samesort of pro- 
ceeding that took place with the Roman 
Empire—the decadence of which was 
caused by the cutting off of distant colonies. 
He believed this would ultimately be the 
opinion of all our public men and of all the 
public men in England, andthe best re- 
lations would ultimately be established 
between all parts of the Empire upon 
well known and well understood princi- 
ples, that will commend themselves to 
every person. He had no hesitation in 
approving of the course Her Majesty’s 
Government have taken as a preliminary 
step to make each colony provide its own 
militia regulations. The latter portion of 
his motion was inserted, because Lord 
Granville had mentioned particular corres- 
pondence of this nature that had taken 
place between the Colonial Office and all 
of the British dependencies. 

Hon. Sr GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
there was a correspondence now going on 
between the Imperial Government and the 
Canadian Government with regard to the 
withdrawal of the troops, and the Govern- 
ment did not think that any portion of it 
should now be laid before the House. He 
suggested to leave out the first part of the 
motion, and only put the latter part, and 
the correspondence referring to Colo- 
nial defence could be laid before the 
House at an early day. 

Mr. MACKENZIE agreed to leave out 
the first part on the paper; and the last 
part, as a separate motion, was carried. 


iL 


1870, 
DEPARTMENTAL DEFALCATIONS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved an address for 
a statement showing in detail the defalca- 
tions in the financial departments of the 
Government, so far as brought to light ; 
also copies of any regulations adopted 
during the past year for auditing the pub- 
lic accounts. He referred to statements 
in the papers respecting defalcations, and 
in severe terms adverted to the manner of 
administering financial matters ; and he 
made this motion to see what charges had 
been brought against the officers of the 
department, and to know what security 
there was for the future, that the same 
might not take place, and _ he felt con- 
strained to ask for a statement of the 
mode in which the Government ex- 
pected to audit the public accounts. 
‘There was no more important matter to 
occupy the attention of » the House, 
than the manner in which the Government 
administered the finances of the country. 
It was tolerably evident that the state of 
the public accounts had been any thing 
but satisfactory; whether this was the 
result of erroneous statements published 
or of gross carelessness or inattention in 
conducting business, he would not express 
an opinion. He would simply content 
himself with the fact, that statements had 
been entirely untrustworthy ; in fact state- 
ments brought down to this House last 
session, respecting the Great Western 
Railway and the Nova Scotia financial ar- 
rangement, had been such that no book- 
keeper would permit to go from him. 
The indebtedness of the Great Western 
Railway to the Province could only be 
ascertained by going over the whole thing. 
(hear hear,) The State Departments could 
not be in a worse condition than when 
these frauds had been brought to ight acci- 
dently. He was particularly desirous of 
knowing whether any transactions had 
been brought to light that would com- 
promise any other parties than the one in- 
individual» whose name was brought so 
prominently before the public. He was 
also anxious to know if defalcations had 
extended to any other branch of the ser- 
vice, than that in which they appear 
chiefly—the municipal loan fund in the 
hands of the Government. He was anxious 
to know if Coupons or Debentures had 
been tampered within any way. It was 
exceedingly desirable to have information 
upon this matter, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, there 
would be no opposition on the part of the 
Government to the motion of the hon. 
member for Lambton, and as soon as_pos- 
sible the information be desired would be 
laid before the House. There was no 
doubt whatever that very serious frauds 
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had been committed upon the Govern. 
ment, to elucidate which every opportu- 
nity had been given. An individual con- 
nected with an important department of the 
public service was at that moment await- 
ing his trial, which would take place early 
at next Assizes. No efforts on the 
part of the Government had been spared 
to elucidate all the circumstances in a 
private way. Pending their investiga- 
tion it was not desirable to take any 
further action than had been taken, but 
the Government would sp2re no effort to 
have the matter thoroughly investigated. 
All information possible would be given. 
He could not be held personally respunsi- 
ble for what had taken place before he 
entered the Government, but he had en- 
tered with a determination to accept its 
responsibilities. He would afford all fa- 
cilities in his power and would be exceed- 
ingly glid of their co-operation in placing 
every thing connected with the finances in 
a satisfactory condition. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked was he to un- 
derstand there would be any papers re- 
sp-cting any new regulations in the audit 
office. 

Myr. BLAKE enquired if there had been 
any fundimental change in the admin- 
istration of the audit branch. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS MINCKS said no 
change of any importance was required, 
nome necessary ch nges had been made, 
an greater checks had been placed upon 
powers-of-attorney, because the manner 
in wh ch money had been taken by powers- 
of-attorney was one of the means by which 
the frauds in question had occurred. There 
was no doubt there hid been very great 
culpability in another offlce where there 
should have been a check upon these 
operations; but it was that kind of cul- 
prbility or carelessness thit did not re- 
quire any further immediate action. It 
was an omission to perform duties amply 
provided for by existing regulations, and 
if that officer whose duty it wa's to check 
the office in question had performed his 
duty it would have been impossible to 
commit the frauds. The system was not 
imperfect, it was gross carelessness of the 
officer whose duty it was to act asa check 
upon that officer who committed these 
frauds. The individual concerned had 
. himself admitted his carelessness. 

Mr. LEVESCONTE asked the Finance 
Minister if that officer had been retained 
after this gross carelessness. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
would not be in the interests of the public 
nor of justice to take any steps for the 
dismissal or suspension of any one till after 
the trial. 


Hon. Sir, Francis Hincks. 
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Mr. DUFRESNE moved an Address, giv- 
ing the expenses of the arbitrators. ap- 
pointed for apportionment of the debt 
of the Dominion, ete. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


the Provinces primarily interested in that 


matter were Quebec and Ontario, and not 
the Dominion of Canada. Each Province 
had chosen an arbitrator, and the Dominion 
of Canada had selected a person to act as 
umpire. He hoped the award, when made, 
would be not only satisfactory but final ; 
but until that award was made, the Do- 
minion Government had no right to inter- 
fere. It was for the arbitrators to make 
haste and not the Dominion Government. 
The arbitrators would have to be paid out 
of the revenues of the two Provinces in- 
terested; but so far each of these gentle- 
men had only received 25 dollars for his 
service. (A laugh). 

Mr. DUFRESNE had received all the in- 
formation he wanted, and withdrew his 
motion. 


PRINTING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved that the Com- 
mittee on Printing be instructed to enquire 
into the causes of the delay in printing the 
public documents. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug- 
gested to alter it, to instruct the Commit- 
tee on Public Accounts. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN—That would be 
asking the Finance Minister himself. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Not 
at all, 


Mr. MACKENZIE—I make the motion 
entirely in the interest of the Government 
(laughter), but did not desire to defeat the 
Government on that motion to-night. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Ob- 
jected to want of notice. 


Stand as notice of motion. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


Mr. DREW moved the second reading of 
his Bill to amend the Act respecting the 
duties of Justices of the Peace out of ses- 
sion in relation to summary convictions 
and orders, and explained that its object 
was to extend the right of appeal to cases 
where the fine imposed is less than ten 
dollars. 

Some discussion arose on the subject. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re. 
commended its reference to a Select Com- 
mittee. 

Mr. BLAKE was of opinion that they 
would be no better prepared to consider 
the question after its having gone through 
acommittee. The knowledge of a right of 


293 Intercolonial [Marca 8, 1870.] Railway. . 2.94 


appeal would render magistrates more | neers, assistants, forms of contract, &c., 
careful in their decisions than under the | &. | The mover briefly explained the ob- 
present law. ject of his motion, and regretted that pro- 
After some remarks from Messrs, Fer- | V10n had not been made in the Railway 
gusson, O'Connor, Lawson, Cameron | A° eke mg the Commissioners to make 
(Huron), and Stewart Campbell, the Bill pany a of all the information he 
was read a second time; and on’ motion of | 44 ™0% og fOr; 
Mr. Drew, referred to a Select Committee. |. Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Govern- 
ment was quite, anxious to supply all the 
DUTIES ON PROMISSORY NOTES. | information sought ; in fact, he might say 
the Commissioners had jnow in a forward 
Mr. HARRISON moved the second read- | state of preparation a full and ample report 
ing of the Bill to amend an Act imposing | which would practically meet all the mo- 
duties on Promissory Notes and. Bills of | tion sought. He would therefore suggest 
Exchange. He consented at the sugges- | that the motion should stand, and if the 
tion of Mr. Blake,toamend the Bill so as to | Commissioners’ report did not cover the 
provide, that in the cases contemplated by | whole ground, then the mover could ask 
the Bill, the documents might be rendered | for additional information. He should 
legal by payment of double duty. The Bill | say, however, that it would be difficult, 
was read a second time, the amendments | perhaps impossible, to give some of the in- 
a be made in Committee of the whole | formation in detail which the mover asked 
ouse. for. 


| Hon. Mr. WARK. was. not disposed to 


3US | i x : hi é 
BD SCORE) NEBR press his motion, provided the information. 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE, 


Hion. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
tomorrow the House would go on with the 
Banking and Currency Resolutions. When 
they were disposed of they would then 
take up the Election Bill. 

Mr. MACKENZIE suggested. that in 
order to expedite business it would be 
better for the Government to take three 
days in the week. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. said 
he would next week ask for an additional 
day each week. 


The House then adjourned at 10:20 p.m. 


promised by the Hon. the Post Master 
General came down at an early day, and 
agreed to allow the motion to stand 
till Tuesday next. Still he thought the 
information could be given in tabular form 
at a trifling, cost and little labor, and it 
would certainly be of great use to honour- 
able members. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought the 
Commissioners would be able to judge as 
to what form of report would be best. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said the informa- 
tion was exceedingly desirable, as there 
was an impression abroad that great mis- 
takes had been fallen into in regard to the 
construction of the Railway, and that some 
of the contracts had been taken at prices 
which could not possibly be remunerative. 

i There had been a partial return made to 

Ago tien ees the other House last session, from which 
- it appeared there was a large staff of assis- 

Sei hol iain dala tant Te ies kept on full pay the whole 

The SPEAKER took the chair at the | Year round, whether work was going on or 
ete Gur not, and to him this seemed like an army 
pe ' of officers without soldiers. 1t would seem 
After routine business, there was something wrong about the 

contracts, for they were being thrown up 
LIGHT SOUP HES ae: in large numbers, and it lookedas if the 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL introduced a Bill | tendershad not been made in sincerity 
to amend the Act relating to Light Houses, and good faith, but as if there had been 


- hi ng ; some inducement held out, or some ex- 
Pee: Seer tc tations formed that better terms could 
first time. - pectations yat be 


be made by throwing up the contracts. 
Practical men who had been over the 
ground worked said that great loss must 

Hon. Mr. WARK moved an address for | accrue,, Some of the sections where the 
a statement ofall sections of the Interco- | contracts have been given up will require 
lonial Railway now under contract, with | as much to complete, or nearly so, as if 
particulars as to situation, length, date of | they had never been touched, even after 
contract, gross amount to be paid for con-|an expenditure of a very considerable 
struction, number of men employed, engi- | amount of money. He had never been as 
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sanguine as some people about the road, 
but thought, as it had been agreed upon, 
and its construction commenced, we should 
look after its interests. 


Hon. Mr. MoLELLAN agreed with what 
had been said of the desirability of having 
the fullest information before the House. 
It was true that three or four contracts had 
been thrown up, but it was not true that 
either contractors or sureties had been re- 
lieved. The report, he said, would be laid 
on the table in a few days. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY did not propose to 
discuss the general questions which had 
been raised. There was, however, a ques- 
tion incident which was well worthy of 
consideration, namely, the advisability or 
otherwise of proceeding with the Interco- 
lonial Railway construction on the present 
plans. He referred to an article in the 
London Times of the 18th ult., on the sub- 
ject of the future of ralways. By that 
article it would appear that railway con- 
struction was yet in its infancy, that we 
were on the threshold of an important 
revolution, and that railways would be 
constructed for three-fifths of the cost en- 
tailed by the present system. He referred 
to a railway which was under construction 
in Russia, the work on which had been 
suspended by the Emperor, under the im- 
pression that the work could be done on 
a better system, and a commission had 
been sent to England toexamine acertain 
narrow guage railway in Wales which had 
latterly attracted much attention. The 
guage of this railway was only two feet, 
but although an old one, having received 
its charter in 18382, it had until lately been 
pooh poohed by railway men. It was de- 
monstrable that this railway was capable of 
doing as much work, at a great deal less 
cost, than any of the broad guages. The 
cost of construction of such railways was less 
and the working and all attendant circum- 
stances would be less and the results more 
favourable. Competent English authori- 
ties had considered that even the 4 feet 83 
inch guage was too wide by one-half, and 
it wag probable that many of the English 
roads would ere long, if further enquiries 
into the working of the Welsh railway 
should prove as_ satisfactory as those 
already made—be altered to the narrow 
guage. He thought that these mutters 
were worthy of consideration both by the 
Commissioners and the House and country 
generally. He was favourable to the pro- 
duction of the information sought by the 
motion, for it was no doubt true that great 
dissxtisfaction existed in respect to the 
affiirs of the Intercolonial Railway; in his 
own Province, the dissatisfaction at the 
way work had been carried on was certainly 
very general and very great. 


Hon, My, Sanborn. 


[SENATE] 


296 


Hon. Mr, LETELLIER DE ST. JUST, 
referring to the low rates at which some 
of the sections had been contracted for, 
said it was a notorions fact that the work 
could not be done at the prices, and as a 
matter of course it need not surprise 
any one that difficulties had arisen. He 
was understood to find fault with the 
mode in which the contracts had been 
mace, and to say that the Commissioners 
had not taken sufficient pains to let the 
work to really competent and responsible 
parties. As the road was, however, a part 
of the Confederation scheme,he would urge 
its construction without delay, at least the 
road proper, and when that was completed 
alterations could be made in the guage if 
desirable. 


ion. Mr. CAMPBELL said whatever 
importance might be attached to the 
question of narrow guage, either in this’ 
country or in England, and it was no doubt 
a question which would receive the atten- 
tion of those interested in railway matters, 
the Government must go on with the con- 
struction of the Intercolonial Railway 
without unnecessary delay. The last 
speaker had properly said that the Railway 
was apartof the Union compact, and it 
was well known that some members of 
the Union hid attached great impor- 
tance to it, so as to render its construction 
an unavoidable necessity. The Comm s- 
sioners, it seemed, were held blameable 
forthe manner in which they had invited 
tenders and given out contracts: but he 
contended they had taken the only possi- 
ble course—the course clearly prescribed 
by the Railway Act, and from which they 
had no power to deviate. It was true that 
misfortunes had overtaken some of the 
contractors, but then it was totally impos- 
sible that a road 600 or 700 miles long 
could be built without some such misfor- 
tunes occurring ;_ and it was just as likely 
that they would occur under the manage- 
ment of private individuals or corporations 
as under Government control; they could 
not possibly be provided against abso- 
lutely. It would be remembered that in 
the construction of the Grand Trunk there 
were failures, although the contractors 
were among the greatest and wealthiest of 
their time, and presumed to be in the pos- 
session of ample capital. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST had 
not complained of that. What he did 
complain of was that no progress was being 
made. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that pro 
gress hid been made, and great progress 
too, but perhaps not so much as his hon. 
friend or himself could wish. It was not 
convenient to defend the Government or 
Commissioners in the absence of specific 


Railway. 


297 [MARCH 
charges, but the Government would cer- 
tainly assume the responsibility for what 
had been done. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that he did not 
propose to enter into the general question 
of the conduct of the Commissioners in 
constructing the Intercolonial Railway 
that hid been raised in this informal dis- 
cussion. He thought it inconvenient to 
do so until the papers were brought down, 
when it would be for the Commissioners, 
if they could, to justify the course they 
had adopted. Nor did he propose to take 
part in the battle of the Guages that had 
been sprung upon the House by the hon. 
member below him (Hon. Mr. McCully). 
He should not have troubled. the House 
but for the reference tothe state of things 
along the line where the contracts had 
fallen through, and he felt bound to con- 
firm all that had been said, so far, at all 
events, as it affected the two sections in 
his own county in Nova Scotia. It would, 
indeed, be difficult to exaggerate the 
wide-spread feeling of dissatisfaction and 
the deep sense of injustice that pervaded 
the public mind there in reference to this 
great work. It was not too much to say 
that these embittered feelings extended 
not merely to the Commissioners, but to 
the Government, and tended to bring into 
diseredit Confederation itself. The rail- 
way that was expected to be a benefit has 
proved an injury to these people, whose 
substance has been used and whose labour 
employed to carry on the work, with but 
scant remuneration so far. That they 
would be paid for their labour and for the 
food that had sustained the labourer he 
did not allow himself to doubt, for no 
one surely would desire that the Dominion 
should get the benefit ofall this without 
paying for it. (Hear, hear). He trusted 
that the hon. Commissioner (Hon Mr. Mc- 
Lellan) would soon be enabled to an- 
nounce that full justice had been done, to 
these unfortunate sufferers. The ques- 
tion before the House had drifted into a 
sort of triangular duel between the hon. 
member for Grandville (Hon. Mr. Letellier) 
who attacked the Commissioners, and 
these gentlemen and the Government, 
~ who contended that it was the duty of the 
Commissioners under the law to enter in- 
to contracts with persons of ‘resources 
and experience.’ The Hon. Postmaster 
General has laid down the rule correctly, 
but surely he must see that this involves 
the very question that has been raised. If 
the contractors were persons of ‘ re- 
sources and experience”’ it is difficult to 
understand why the contracts were annul- 
led and the works have fallen through. 
Clearly, as my hon. friend the Postmaster 
(General has pointed out, ic was the duty of 
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the Commissioners to see that the con- 
tractors possessed resources and experi- 
ence, and gave undoubted security; and 
when we are told by one hon. member 
that people are doubtful about crediting 
strangers, the House must bear in mind 
that these contractors went down to Nova 
Scotia, some 900 miles, with a certificate 
of character from the Commissioners, and 
is it to be wondered at that the people 
trusted them? He (Mr. Dickey) had no 
fault to find with the Commissioners for 
taking the lowest tenders, assuming, of 
course, that they contracted with tle 
proper persons and got the needful secu- 
rity. This was just the point to be inquired 
into when the papers came down. Mean- 
time, as the hon. mover (Hon. Mr. Wark) 
had invited the opinions of members, he 
(Mr. Dickey) would cordially second the 
suggestion of the Postmaster General to 
let this motion stand until the Commis- 
sioners made their report, which was pro- 
mised ina few days. This would give all 
the information desired and more, and the 
hon. member (Hon. Mr. Wark) could 
himself systematize and classify it to an- 
swer the purposes of the return he asked 
for. 

Hon. Mr. TESSLER did not intend to 
blame the Commissioners, for he thought 
they had followed a law which they had 
no power torevise. Moreover, it was right 
to await the report of their proceedings, 
which was to be distributed in a few days. 
Contracts had been taken at a low non- 
remunerative rate, perhaps with the ex- 
pectation, asit has happened already in 
Canada, that profits would be made on ex- 
tras. These low tenders also prove that 
the country through which passes the In- 
tércolonial route presents no difficulty, 
and is yery appropriate for a railroad. This 
great undertaking will be more useful to 
the Dominion than any other. He under- 
stood that the Commissioners had decided 
to have wooden bridges, contrary to the 
advice of the Chief Engineer. This, he 
thought wasa great mistake. Iron bridges 
would be cheaper in the end. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it would be 
found when the report was brought down, 
that there were to be both iron and wooden 
bridges. 

The motion was allowed to stand over 
for one week. 

The House then adjourned. 
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The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


; 
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EXCISE DUTY. 


A large number of petitions were pre- 
sented by Messrs. Harrison, Mactarlane, 
White, O’Connor, Mills, Whitehead, John 
Crawford, Oliver, Cameron (Huron), Red- 
ford and Mackenzie, signed by leading 
inhabitants of the counties represented by 
\Ahese gentlemen, praying for the removal 
of the present Excise Duty of five per 
cent. on refined petroleum. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Where 
are we to find the revenue ? 


Mr. MACKENZIE—If the honourable 
gentleman will come to this side of the 
House, we will find the revenue (laughter). 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT presented a petition 
from the Canada Central Railway Company, 
praying for an extension of their charter to 
five years, for power to amalgamate with 
other companies along the same line, and 
to extend their line to Lake Huron. 


CAUGHNAWAGA CANAL, &c. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from the Montreal Board of Trade for the 
incorporation of a company to construct 
the Caughnawaga Ship © .nal; also from 
prominent merchants of Montr eal for cer- 
tain changes in the Patent Law; also from 
certain inhabitants of Montreal for the 
removal of the Excise duty on petroleum. 


On motion, the time for receiving peti- 


tions for private Bills was extended to the | 


15th instant, and for receiving reports of 
the Private Bill Committee for the intro- 
duction of private Bills to the 22nd inst. 
Hon. Mr. 
incorporate the Caughnawaga Ship Canal 
Company. Referred to a committee on 
Railways and Canals. 4 
On motion of the Honourable Mr. 
HOLTON, the return of payments made 
out of the appropriation for unforeseen 
expenses, laid before the House on 
Friday last, was referred to the Committee 
of Public Accounts 
THE CENSUS. 
Hon. Mr. DUNKIN, 
respecting the Census, and explained its 
provisions. ‘The necessity of legislation on 
this subject was obvious. The Union Act 
provided that the Census should be taken 
in 1871, and onr own legislation has pro- 
vided that the taking of the Census should 
be under the control of the Department 
of Agriculture. We had still in force in 
Ontario and Quebee the greater 
Chapter 55 Con, Stat, which prov 
the future taking of the census decenially. 


Aion: Sir G. £, Cartter, 


HOLTON introduced a bill to 


part of 
ded for 
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be decided on. hereafter ; 


| iron rule as to the forms to be used, or 
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Some provisions of the Revised Statutes of 
Nova Scotia on this subject were also in 
force in that Province. In New Bruns- 
wick he was not aware of any law in force 
on the subject. It was obvious that legis- 
lation was now required for the taking of 
the Census throughout the whole Dominion 
in a satisfactory manner. ‘The year 1871 
might be emphatically characterized as a 
Census year. New-foundland and Prince 
Edward Island had put off taking their 
census in order to takeit in that year; 

and in the three Kingdoms. and in the 
United States the year 1871 was the year in 
which their Census was to be taken. In 
the late Province of Canada the Cen- 
sus used to be taken in the month 
of January ; in England, in the month of 
April ; and’ in the United States in the 
month of June. The measure he was 
about to introduce was, simply for the: 
Provinces now in the Dominion, and for 
the Census -to be taken in 1871; it made 
no provision for the taking of a future 
Census, and it left the precise period of the 
year in which the Census was to be taken 
to be determined upon afterwards, and 
declared by proclamation of the Governor 
in Council. This was done, that we might, 

while consulting our own eonvenience, con- 

sult, also ‘the convenience of other coun- 
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tries, and if possible have our Census taken 


at the same time as our neighbours, which 
was desirable. It was also desirable, that 
wé should as far as possible assimilate our 
forms and schedules to those of other coun- 
tries. It was obvious that this could not be 
done, if the law laid down anything like an 
as 
io the precise time the information sought 
was to be ealled for. He might remark, 
that at a recent conference of gentlemen 
who had given this subject their study, it 
was unanimously agreed that the more 
uniformity could be obtained in regard to 
statistical information and the mode of 
obtaining it in different countries, the 
better. This decision was obviously cor- 
rect; and therefore in order that we might 
do our part towards so desirable an end, 
the Bill left all these matters of detail to 
and the more 


/30, because such a course would also give 


i 


; _ | the executive officer in charge of the mat- 
introduced a Bill | 


termore time to prepare those details, 
and modify them in accordance with what 
might be deemed desirable, up to the time 
of commencing the work of taking the 
Census. In the general preparation of the 
Bill, the legislation of the late Province 
of Canada was. rather more followed than 
any other; but he had examined the le- 
gislation (on this subject) of the three 
Kingdoms, and of all the colonies to which 
he could get access, as well as that of the 
| United States ; and one or another fea. 
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ture of the Bill might be traced to the 
legislation of almost every one of these 
countries. The Bill provided that the 
Census should be so taken as to ascertain 
and show with the greatest accuracy pos- 
sible, in respect of each of the Provinces, 
and of each of the electoral and other re- 
cognized divisions thereof, all statistical 
information as to population, houses, land, 
industries and so forth, which could well 
be put into tabular form. It further pro- 
vides that, by proclamation, each Province 
was to be sub-divided into Census Districts, 
corresponding as nearly as possible to 
existing electoral districts, but sub-divid- 
ing these, or grouping them together, or 
otherwise altering them, if desirable. These 
Census districts were to be again divided 
into sub-districts, corresponding as_ nearly 
as might be with municipal divisions in 
Ontario and Quebec, and in the other 
Provinces with the recognized sub-divisions 
of electoral districts. For every Census 
District there was to be appointed by the 
Grovernor in Council, a Census Commis- 
sioner, and for every sub-district an Enu- 
merator. If necessary, there might occa- 
sionally be a Deputy named to assist any 
of the Commissioners; but. if so, the cost 
would not be thereby increased. The 
selection of enumerators would be gov- 
erned by such rules as might be found 
desirable, to secure the accuracy of the 
Census. In cases where there was too much 
for one man, the enumerator could have 
assistants, and each would be paid accord- 
ing to the work he did. There must be 
one man for each sub-district, and might 
be more if it was found desirable to have 
more. The Minister of Agriculture will 
provide the requisite supply of forms and 
instructions, approved by order in Council, 
except perhaps as to some matters of de- 
tail; and these will be distributed to all 
enumerators and assistant enumerators, 
through the respective Commissioners. 
Every Commissioner would be bound to 
see that all enumerators under him, tho- 
roughly understood their duties, and to 
oversee them as far as possible in the dis- 
charge of their duties. Each enumerator 
and assistant enumerator must record 
exactly from a personal visit and enquiry, 
the information ordered and no other, and 
must deliver his record attested on oath 
to the proper Commissioner. The Com- 
missioner has then to examine carefully 
the information so furnished, for every 
defect or inaccuracy he can find, and he 
may cause the enumerators and assistants 
to assist him in this as far as desired. And 
he was then to make return of his doings 
to the Minister of Agriculture under oath. 


He held it was important that all these. 


returns should be made under oath. The 
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Minister of Agriciilture, was bound t6 giva! 


{ 
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all returns a further revision. The Act 


further provides that commissioners, enu- 
merators, assistants and every other person 
employed in collecting information is to be 
sworn beforehand to do his duty faithfully, 
and any wilful wrongdoing on the part of 
any of these officers, was declared a misde- 
meanour. The right was given to commis- 
sioners or others to have reasonable access 
to all public documents to obtain necessary 
information. Fines were provided for all 
persons refusing or failing without good 
excuse to fill up schedules, or answer 
questions fully. The Minister of Agricul- 
ture might further empower a Commis- 
sioner to make enquiry under oath, as to 
any matter requiring it, without the for- 
mality of an express commission under the 
great seal. He then referred to some 
minor details, and went on to explain the 
system adopted for the remuneration of 
the Commissioners, enumerators and assis- 
tant enumerators employed in the work. 
This system was in the main a modification 
of the English; which he thought on the 
whole the best model on that head to 
choose from. Tables of rates for work 
were to be prepared and approved by 
Order in Council; and payment was to be 
made only after the work should have been 
well done, but not to an amount exceed- 
ing a certain Imit of rate to be fixed by 
the Act. He trusted that by combining 
the best principles of different systems 
they would be enabled to get a correct 
Census. The undertaking was, however, 
one of great difficulty. They would be 
obliged to employ a very great number 
of persons, scattered over the whole coun- 
try; and they had not in this country, as 
in England and elsewhere, any organized 
body of officials who could be pressed into 
the service. It was necessary to give most 
careful attention to details ; but with this 
attention, and by the system he proposed 
he hoped to get a faithful and correct Cen- 
sus. Its importance could hardly be ex. 
aggerated ; not only because our political 
system was based upon our population, but 
also because the correctness of our statis- 
tical information was of extreme import- 
ance, as showing the social character and 
position of the country, by which any 
changes might be made in harmony with 
the Constitution. In preparing for this 
Census, he had taken all the pains he could 
to start a system of statistical legislation 
that should hereafter prove valuable to the 
whole country. He trusted the time he 
had taken in explaining its provisions would 
not be considered as thrown away. 


Mr. MACKENZIE did not propose to 
discuss the Bill at present, but would draw 
the attention of the Minister of Agriculture 
to ons or two pointe. Whilo it might not 
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be desirable to enter into very great detail, 
it was equally dangerous to be placing too 
much power in the hands of the Govern- 
ment, or centralizing too much the duties 
devolving upon certain Commissioners in 
the way indicated. The Hon. Minister of 
Agriculture had said the Government had 
not determined upon one day, and could 
not determine the precise time to be 
occupied in taking the Census. The per- 
sonal Census should be taken upon one day, 
to avoid confusion arising from people 
changingresidences. The honourable gen- 
tleman had not said in what way he pro- 
posed to obtain vital statistics. The pre- 
sent statistics were valueless, and entirely 
irreconcilable with reason. According to 
the Census taken in 1861 the death- 
rate in Ontario was said to be three- 
fourths per cent., and the death-rate 
in England and Scotland, and more latterly 
in lreland, was about 2.20, or nearly 2} per 
cent. Now, however conducive our own 
climate might be to longevity, there was 
no reason to believe there should be such a 
difference in the death-rate. In the Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia there was a tolerably 
correct system of registration of births, 
deiths and marriages, nd it was anticipa 
ted that the system introduced into Ontario 
would produce correct results, more correct 
than could be obtained by the appointment 
of Commissioners every ten years by the 
Dominion Government. Last year, and 
previously, he had called the attention of 
the headofthe Government to this matter, 
and had received the usual courteous re- 
plies—that the attention of the Govern- 
ment had been directed to it, and that some 
general system would be provided for the 
Dominion, but they had never heard any- 
thing of it since. It was important, not 
only to have a personal Census taken very 
accurately, but also a denominational and 
religious Census, taken with equal accuracy. 
It was particularly important to have the 
personal Census taken with great accuracy 
as on that depended the political relations 
of the several Provinces under the Union 
Act towards each other. It was also very 
important to know as exactly as possible 
the wealth of the country in order, among 
other things, to encourage emigration by 
shewing the true value of our farms and 
property. He did not think access to as- 
sessment rolls, as proposed, would give an 
accurate idea of the value of property for 
the assessment rolls in Ontario, and he pre- 
sumed it was much the same elsewhere : 
gave only about one third the real value of 
property. It was a prevalent, not mistaken 
idea, that a low rate of assessment would 
be a low rate of taxation and 
though Assessors were required to make 
oath as to the accuracy of their rolls, the 
property was almost always placed at 
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about one-third its proper value. He 
believed it would be necessary to devise 
some means whereby an accurate valuation 
of property could be obtained. He sug- 
gested that advantage might be taken of 
municipal officers who are the officers who 
administer the local Registration Act in 
Ontario, to secure their assistance in 
getting up statistics. He trusted an ac- 
curate Census would be taken, and he 
would do all in his power to assist in per- 
fecting the system. 


Mr. BLAKE enquired if at the comple- 
tion of the census in 1871 there would be 
any change in the basis of representation. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said, there would be 
no delay in completing the Census. The 
results of the personal Census could not 
fail to be compiled in good time in 187], 
and would of course be laid before Par- 
lament early in 1872. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
when the Census was completed it was 
the intention of this Government if it ex- 
isted in its present form, to introduce a 
measure to change the basis of representa- 
tion upon the Census of 1871. 


Mr. BLAKE said, in order to prevent 
such a contingency asthe hon. gentle- 
man referred to, it was important to pro- 
ceed with the Census as early as possible. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN gave assurance of all 
possible despatch, consistent with accur- 
acy, and would be happy to receive any 
suggestions from hon. members in order 
to perfect the system. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon Minister 
of Agriculture was incorrect in stating that 
the Census of the United States was to be 
taken in 1871. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN admitted he might 
have spoken under a wrong impression as 
to this. The legislation there was not for 
a special Census, but for the taking of a 
Census decenially’; and he had studied it 
‘in reference to its general provisions, 
rather than to that matter. He presumed 
the year was 1870, as the honourable gen- 
tleman said so, book in hand. 


Census. 


CORRECTION. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE called the attention of 
the House to an error which had appeared 
in one of the city newspapers this morning. 
It would be in the recollection of the 
House that avery able, ingenious and long 
speech had been made by an honourable 
gentleman, Mr. Cameron (Huron). This 
speech had been attributed to him (Hon. 
Mr. Howe), and as he had sins enough of 
his own to answer for, he wished to correct 
the error. He would say, however, in 
justice to the gentlemen overhead, that 


805 Banking and 
the error evidently was not theirs, but had 
occurred in the practical part of the 
printing. | 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the honourable 
member had one consolation, and that was, 
that no sentiment was, expressed in the 
long speech that was not expressed in 
the short one. 


POSTMASTERS. 


Mr. STEPHENSON said that the other 
day he had asked the Government a ques- 
tion, as to the mode of remunerating 
Postmasters. The Minister of Justice had 
replied to him, that the Government had 
decided on some plan other than that now 


in operation for this purpose, and 
that the plan was to go into op- 
eration immediately. He could not 


state what the plan was, because he had 
lost a memorandum given to him on the 
subject by the Postmaster-General. He 
(Mx. Stephenson) would ask if the honoura- 
ble gentleman had the memorandum now? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had decided on a system 
of fixing the remuneration of Postmasters, 
outside of cities, beyond the plan now in 
operation. The new planis based on a 
commission of forty per cent. on the col- 
lections, with an additional commission of 
ten percent. where the work is night 
work, and an extra allowance, according 
to work done, to what are termed “forward 
offices,’? with a small allowance for sta- 
tionery ; and where collections exceed two 
thousand dollars per annum an allowance 
towards rent. The new scale to be in force 
from Ist January last. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, that is an ad- 
dition of seven and a half per cent. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD snid he 
did not know. 


SUPPLY. 


Another formal motion of supply wag 
passed. , 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, this was the 
last of the formal motions required to con- 
stitute the supply, and it would be very 
interesting to the House to be informed, 
if the Hon. Finance Minister was in a 
position to tell the House when he would 
bring down his financial statement. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was very 
sorry to say that he was not yet in a posi- 
tion to tell the House. 


BANKING. 
The House went into Committte—Col. 


GREY in the Chair—on the Resolutions on 
Banking. 
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Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked the Fi. 
nance Minister, whether it was the in- 
tention of the Government to have a 
specie reserve against the four millions, 
independent of the reserve against the 
subsequent issue of four millions. As he 
understood it, the resolutions provided, 
that ifany amount over four milions he 
issued, a reserve shall be held, not merely 
to cover such issue, but against the 
previous issue. He would like to 
know the precise position of the ques- 
tion—whether the Finance Minister 
proposed to hold a specie reserve 
against the four millions, or only to pro- 
vide it ifthe subsequent issue took place. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
only four millions were to be issued on the 
security of debentures. The Government 
could not issue any more securities unless 
the amount of gold in its possession was to 
the extent of twenty-five per cent, not only 
of the amount of four millions, but of any 
additional amount that might be added 
to it. ; 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that then he 
understood his hon. friend to say, that the 
Government would hold specie against the 
four millions they have now, and did not 
intend to part withit, and that the Goy- 
ernment did not intend to issue any 
notes which would bear the character of 
legal tender, without a reserve of specié 
against them. 


Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly. 
In reply to Mr. Blake, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that the effect of the present system was, 
that the Government was always obliged 
to hold a very considerable amount be- 
yond that required by law. They would 
clearly have to do so, because if they had 
not another reserve of upwards of $300,000 
they would have to sell securities to meet 
any diminution of the twenty-five per 
cent. 

The consideration of the resolutions was 
then proceeded with. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS stated with 
reference to the first one, that there had 
been a good deal of discussion as to the 
advisability of fixing the capital of Banks 
to be chartered at one million dollars. 
This provision had been opposed by the 
members of the Maritime Provinces as 
being unsuitable to the necessities of their 
Banks. The Government considered it 
advisable to put the amount at the same 
figure throughout the whole Dominion, on 
the understanding that applications for 
special charters would be received and fa- 
yourably dealt with by the Government. 
After full consideration, he now proposed 
to fix the amount at $500,000, instead of 
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one million, and changing the per centage 
of capital to be paid up, from twenty to 
forty per cent. The Government were 
strongly of opinion that no Bank ought to 
go into operation unless it has two hun- 
dred thousand dollars paid up. 


Banking and 


Mr. COLBY said he could agree with 
the views of the Hon. Finance Minister 
with regird to the general policy of insist- 
ing upon a large capital for those Banks, 
which are expected to do the great com- 
mercial business of the country. There 
was nothing more essential than that those 
Banks which are entrusted with these 
commercial interests should be strong in- 
stitutions, and be able to assist the country, 
and even the Government itself in times 
of emergency, but he (Mr. Colby) appre- 
hended that that does not meet the whole 
case, for while there was a necessity for the 
larger Banks, there was also the necessity 
for smuiller Banks, for the wants of the 
rural districts of the country, and he did 
not think the Bill provided for them. The 
promise of the Government to deal 
favourably with the Banks applying for 
special charters was very well, as far as it 
went, but did not satisfy his view of the 
case. The next Government in power 
might not deal so leniently. He said the 
House was called upon to lay down upon 
some certain principle, what would be the 
financial policy of the country for the next 
ten years, as was intimated by the 
Finance Minister the other evening. 
It was obvious thatin fixing a general 
policy for a number of years the business 
necessities of the country should be con- 
sidered, as well as those of cities. Rutal 
districts had their enterprises to be en- 
couraged and promoted, as well as the 
cities, and this fact should be recognized 
in some way in these resolutions. Under 
them, as they stood at present, he knew 
of no way that this could be done, except 
the very unsatisfactory way of establishing 
Local Agencies of large institutions. The 
experience of the country had been against 
these agencies and in favonr of local Banks. 
From the nature of things this must be the 
case ; the agents, or at any rate the Di- 
rectors of large institutions, did not know 
the wants nor standing of the country peo- 
ple. In times of prosperity when money 
was not very badly needed, they issued 
discounts freely, sometimes to those not 
known very well by them; but in times of 
stringency, the money required was with- 
drawn to the cities in order to accommo- 
date-large regular customers, so that the 
agencies failed to serve the people in the 
country districts, at the very time when 
their «ssistanc2 was most needed. 
Banks, based upon local Capital and under 
local management, were proved by exper- 
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ience not only to do the safest business, — 
but to best serve the interest of the coun- 

try district. While we regird our large 
monied institutions with commendable 
pride, yet it should not be forgotten that 
Banks witha capital of even not more than 
one hundred thousand dollars, could be 
as safely managed in an agricultural com- 
munity, by men who own the Bank and 
have full knowledge of the people they 
serve, as any large Bank with a large capi- 
tal. This fact had already been demon- 
strated. When the Charter of the Eastern 
Township Bank was obtained, many of the 
leading financial men had grave apprehen- 
sion of the wisdom of chartering a Bank 
with only four hundred thousand dollars 
capital. But that institution had been 
universally prosperous during the ten 
years ofits existence, and had now as good 
a standing as any of the large Banks in 
the Dominion, (hear hear). Yet that institu- 
tion with $400,000 capital was obliged, in 
order to employ profitably all its capital, 
to have two agencies—one in Stanstead, 
the other in Shefford. It was cer- 
tainly not advisable to compel local 
Banks to have an amount of capital which 
they could not profitably employ. In New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, local Banks 
had also proved successful. The Bank of 
Fredericton had only a capital of one hun- 
dred thousand, yet it was found to be quite 
sufficient for the wants of the people, and 
quite safe. He had suggested to the 
Finance Minister a mode of meeting the 
case of these local institutions, but he was 
sorry to say his proposition had not met 
with the approval of the Government. It 
was to provide that the capital of any new 
Bank, located in any city of 20,000 inhab- 
itantsor upwards should not be less than 
one million, but that of any Bank located 
elsewhere should not be less than $200,000. 
If-it was wrong in principle to establish 
Banks of small capital, why countenance 
the Charters of existing small Banks ? 
Inthe Dominion, while there were twelve 
Banks with a capital each of not less 
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than one million, there were _ thir- 
teen Banks with less cipital. There 
were twelve Banks with $800,000, 


and under, seven with $400,000 and under, 
five with $200,000 and under, and two 
with $100,000. Now, if it was right to 
extend the Charters of these small Banks, 
why limit the number to those localities 
that now happen to have them? Why 
not extend some privilege to districts 
which are now or will within the next ten 
years be able to provide the same amount 
of capital. He did not approve of the sug- 
gestion of the Government, that small 
Banks might apply to Parliament for spe- 
cial privileges. The policy of the Govern- 
ment should be fixed now with reference 


809 Banking and 
to small Banks as well as large Banks. 
There was unreasonable prejudice. against 
small Banks ; they were. called wild cat 
Banks, a nickname derived from .the West- 
ern States. But it should be remembered 
that that nickname arose not from.the fact 


of the small. capital in small Banks, but | 


on account of. the inherent rottenness 
of the system, which bore equally hard on 
all Banks. If the proposed. system. was 
a safe and sound one, as he believed it 
was, thenit was capable of allowing small 
Banks under it to carry on a safe: business 
with asmall capital. The time had come 


when farmers were depositors,as well as | 


borrowers, and they should..have. an op: 
portunity of depositing in the Banks under 
their own control and. management. He 
hoped the Finance Minister, who 
had been liberal in accepting suggestions, 
and who had beenas far as these resolu- 
tions were concerned, treated with liber- 
ality by the House, would still further con- 
sider this matter, remembering that nine- 
tenths of the members representing -rural 
constituencies desired a provision of 
the kind he had suggested. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the 
Government were anxious to carefully 
onsider any suggestion of the House, but 
hon. gentlemen should remember that it 
was an essential feature of this system, 
that there should bea large amount. of 
paid up capital. He perhaps. would 
be inclined to go as far as any member in 
favour of the*principle of allowing ‘small 
Banks to be established, provided they hac 
a perfectly secure paper Currency. But in 
the opinion of the House and country, it 
was not expedient to have a Currency se- 
cured by Government security. A differ- 
ent kind of security was established, and 
it was very generally admitted that it was 
essentially necessary under thatsystem, to 
provide the security .ofa large paid up 
capital. There was no difficulty in the way 
of any person desirous of investing in 
Banks, obtaining shares in some of the 
established Banks, and there was no diffi- 
culty in establishing agencies in all places 
where agencies should be estalished. 
Without speaking with certainty, as he 
had been so long away from the country, 


he would say his impression was, that both- 


in the United States and this country 
when you find in any district a de- 
mand for small Banks with a small 
capital, the truth was the people who 
wanted it were borrowers and _ not 
lenders. His own opinion was, that if you 
adopt atsystem of allowing chartered Banks 


to issue their own notes, it wag not safe to 


have Banks of very small capital.. There- 
fore he could not consent te reduce the 
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minimum amount of capital below $500,- 
000. 

_ Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON asked if ex- 
isting Banks would get their charters re- 
newed without increasing their capital. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON approved of 
the suggestion of the member for Stan- 
stead. Hé argued that noteholders of 
small Banks with small capital, are just as 
secure as noteholders of large Banks with 
large capital, provided the capital was in 
proportion to the amount of circulation. 


Mr. YOUNG thought the Minister of 
Finance had gone quite far enough in this 
direction. It was undesirable to have 
small Banks scattered over the country ; 
they were always looked upon with a cer- 
tain amount of suspicion. Special char- 
ters could be granted to small Banks when 
they were absolutely needed. He ap- 
proved of the provision fixing the amount 
of paid up capital at not less than $200,- 
O00. 

Mr. BOULTON said a high minimum 
amount of capital would tend to restrict 
commercial operations in New Brunswick, 
where Banks of $200,000 capital were 
doing avery safe business. Other sections 
of the country were about applying for 
similar privileges if this measure did not 
prevent them. ; 

Mr. PICKARD supported the proposi- 
tion of the member for Stanstead. He 
was satisfied that the proposal to enforce a 
minimumf{of half a million as the capital 
of new Banks, would seriously retard the 
progress and injuriously affect the inter- 
ests ofa large portion of the rural dis- 
tricts ; and in no way advance the general 
| interests; in fact it simply gave a monop- 
oly to the large Banking institutions.— 
Banking accommodation should be in pro- 
portion to the wants of the locality, and 
the true principle was, to have such 
Banks managed by men who were inter- 
ested in the welfare of the surrounding 
country, and who would be able to secure 
the confidence of the business men, as 
wellasof the whole community. If the 
Government intended to force upon them 
the standard it had set up, many parts 
of the Dominion would be deprived of 
Banking accomodation, and thrown into 
the hands ofthe large Banking institutions, 
thereby preventing the people from pro- 
secuting their legitimate business. He 
hoped that an amendment would be pro- 
posed to reduce the amount to $200,000 at 
the most, although in his opinion $100,- 
000 would be more for the general interest. 

Mr. O'CONNOR said the principal diffi- 
culty in the rural districts was, getting 
sufficient accumulated funds to enable the 
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shareholders to pay up the amount re- 
quired to put the Bank in operation. The 
Government, in reducing the required 
capital from one million to half a million, 
conceded nothing at all, as they required 
the same amount of paid up capital 
as they would under the larger sum; 
it being provided that shareholders of 
Banks with a capital of $500,000 must pay 
up $200,000 at once. He dissented zn toto 
from the views of the member for South 
Waterloo, as many parts of the country did 
require Banking institutions of smaller cap- 
ital; from $200,000 to $400,000 being quite 
sufficient in miny cases, and highly useful 
in developing the resources of the coun- 
try. He would certainly vote for an 
amendment to that effect, if it were 
brought forward. 


The resolution was agreed to, without a 
division. The resolutions down to the 6th 
were also passed. The seventh resolution, 
providing that the total liabilities of the 
Bank should never exceed the aggregate 
amount of the sum held by it in specie 
and Dominion notes, and three times its 
paid up capital, was withdrawn. 

To resolution 12, it was proposed by the 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. to adda 
clause to enable shareholders to extend 
their proxies beyond the year as provided 
by the original resolution. 


Some discussion followed. in which 
Messrs. Mackenzie, Abbott, Blake, Craw- 
ford, Galt, Gibbs, D. A. McDonald, and 
Young took part. It was argued on the 
one s.dethat the time should be limited, 
as the holding of the proxies for an indefi- 
nite period led to great abuses ; and it was 
suggested by Mr. Crawford that the cashier 
and other subordinate officers should not 
be allowed to hold proxies, the effect in 
some instances having been to give the 
cashier complete control. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT contended that 
the shareholders should be allowed to pro- 
tect themselves, 


At six o’clock the House rose, no deci- 
sion having been arrived at. 


AFFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he 
was disposed to receive any suggestions 
that might be made with regard to the re- 
maining clauses of the Bill, and he presu- 
med it was known to many of the members 
of this House, that a considerable depu- 
tation of Bankers from New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia were in town to consider 
these resolutions, and he thought it was 
only fair that these gentlemen should have 
an opportunity of making suggestions, and 
the Government should haye time! to 
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consider them. The Government 
would not consider solely the 


interests of Bankers, they would also 
look to the interests of the public. But 
there were questions in which the inter- 
ests of the public were not involved, and re- 
specting which gentlemen of practical 
knowledge would be able to furnish valua- 
ble information and suggestions, and of 
course the Government were anxious to 
make the resolutions as perfect as possible. 
Some of the gentlemen had only arrived 
from a distance last night, and at a 
meeting held that diy some suggestions 
had been made verbally, which he required 
time to consider. The suggestion with re- 
ference to the llth clause came upon 
him quite by surprise, and he was not pre- 
pared at once to assent to it. He would 
therefore move, that the committee rise, 
report progress, and ask leave to sit 
again. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the course 
proposed by the hon. Finance Minister, a 
very proper one. - 


Mr. MACKENZIE presumed the Hon- 
ourable Finance Minister alluded to Nova 
Scotia Bankers. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—And New 
Brunswick. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had been in- 
formed, notwithstanding the statements of 
the Honourable Finance Minister and the 
honourable member for Cumberland, who 
was not now in his seat, that great dissat- 
isfaction existed in Nova Scotia respecting 
the Banking and Currency Resolutions, 
and ifthe public opinion of Nova Scotia 
had been properly represented on the 
floor of the Rihas by that gentleman, a 
very different statement would have been 
made. He asked if the honourable 
Finance Minister wished the Committee to 
rise, in order to consider the objections of 
gentlemen from Nova Scotia, 

Hon. FRANCIS HINCKS | said the 
honourable gentleman was entirely mis- 
taken with regard to the feeling in Nova 
Scotia regarding the policy of the Govern- 


Sir 


| ment, and he asked him to read a series of 


twelve resolutions adopted at a meeting 
in Halifax of all the Bankers of Nova 
Scotia, and which he (Sir Francis) con- 
tended supported the policy of the Gov- 
ernment in all essential features. He had 
said all along that the people of Nova 
Scotia would be dissatisfied with the pro- 
posal to make a uniform Currency for the 
country, but he presumed there never was 
a case where an alteration in the Currency 
took place, no matter how desirable it 
might be, where there was not discontent. 
He recollected in his youth when the Cur- 
rency of England and Ireland was made 


313 Dominton 
uniform, there was tremendous discontent 
in Ireland, but it was only anine days’ won- 
der, and it would be only a nine days’ won- 
derhere. He believed it would be an in- 
convenience, for the time being, but it 
was a hecessary inconvenience, and he 
knew the people of Nova Scotia would be 
dissatisfied about it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—well then are we to 
understand that no dissatisfaction was 


expressed by gentlemen here from Nova } 


Scotia to any other than the Currency re- 
solutions. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Not that I 
know of. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—then I can only say 
that I have been grossly misinformed. 


The Committee then rose, reported pro- 
gress and asked leave to sit again on Friday 
next. 


DOMINION NOTES. 

‘he House then on motion of the Hon. 
Sir FRANCIS HINCKS went into Commit- 
tee on the Dominion notes resolutions. 
Hon. Col. Grey in the chair, 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked for explana- 
nations regarding the carrying out of the 
present arrangements with the Bank of 
Montreal. 


. Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the 
charter of the Bank of Montreal did not 
terminate until the end of next session of 
Parliament, when according to the Do- 
m.nion note Act the Bank would surrender 
its right to issue notes, and the Govern- 
ment would pay them five per cent on its 
circulation. 


Mr. MACKENZIE inquired if there was 
any proposal given toterminate the agree- 
ment. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it re- 
quired six months notice to terminate the 
agreement respecting the fiscal agency 
with the Bank of Montreal, and such’ no- 
tice has been given. With respect to the 
other agreement to pay the Bank 
of Montreal five per cent for surrendering 
their right to issue, during the period of 
its charter, there was no provision to 
terminate the arrangement by the Govern- 
ment giving notice; it rested with the 
Bank of Montreal to terminate the arrange- 
ment which would last until the expira- 
tion of its charter. This notice has not 
been given, but he was not prepared to 
svy it would not be given. He had reason 
to believe the Bank of Montreal would 
give that subject its attention at an early 
day, and would treat it fairly. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT enquired if they 
were to understand that the arrangement 
with the Bank of Montreal was to con- 
unue, 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it would 
not. 


The first resolution was carried. 
On the second resolution, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said some 
remarks that had fallen from the hon. 
member for Lambton, with regard to the 
want of clearness of the resolution, had in- 
duced him to add a few words to the third 
resolution, and it would be better to read 
them together. He then read the third 
resolution with additions as follow :— 


“3. That it is expedient to provide that 
if any amount of Dominion notes be issued 
and outstanding in excess of the amount 
then authorized to be issued, and outstand- 
ing on such security as aforesaid, the Re- 
ceiver General shall hold specie to the full 
amount of such excess for redemption of 
such notes, and that any amount of such 
notes, which public convenience may 
require, may be issued and remain out- 
standing, provided the excess of such 
amount over that so authorized be re- 
presented by specie held by the Re- 
ceiver General as aforesaid; but except 
in the cise of notes so held aguinst a like 
amount of specie, the total amount of Do- 
minion notes outstanding shall never ex- 
ceed seven millions, nor shill anything 
herein be construed to authorize the issue 
of debentures not otherwise authorized by 
Parliament, or any increase of the public 
debt. 


Mr. MACKENZIE took exception to the 
use of the words ‘ otherwise authorized,’’ 
and thought ‘previously authorized’ 
would be better. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS muintained 
that ‘‘ otherwise’? was the best word, and 
went on to say the Government did not 
desire to issue more than seven millions, 
and there was nothing in the resolution to 
give the Government any power to crete 
any new debt. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said whatever might 
be the sense of the phraseology, there 
could be no doubt the explanations of the 
Government placed the matter in a much 
clearer light. 

Mr. GIBBS thought some matters were 
not yet clear, and had been alluded to by 
the hon. members for Sherbrooke and 
North Waterloo, with respect to the gold 
reserve of 25 per cent. 


Mr. BLAKE contended that there was now 
great inconsistency in the statement of the 
Finance Minister, and this explanation was 
not so ambiguous as it was contradictory. 
He had said this scheme would allow him 
to retain more gold than was required or 
desirable, and even it would enable him to 
work with less gold. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he had 
given this subject a great deal ofattention, 
and flattered himself he thoroughly under. 
stood it, and had no difficulty in reconcil- 
ing what the hon. gentleman thought were 
great inconsistencies. In case of consider- 
able expansion of the circulation, gold 
would accumulate in excess of 25 per cent, 
and it would not be prudent to invest it in 
Government securities. On the other 
hand, in periods of contraction it would 
not be absolutely necessary for the revenues 
to keep up to 25 per cent. He did not 
believe in a cast iron system requiring ex- 
actly 20 or 25 per cent of the amount in 
circulation. Practically the effect would 
be that the Government would then be 
always obliged to keep a large margin in 
order to fulfil the exact requirements of 
law. In some periods 30 or 40 per cent 
would be required; and then again there 
would be fluctuations, so that 20 per cent 
would be sufficient. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that after the 
remarks of the Hon. Finance Minister he 
did not see that the House required to fixa 
minimum amount of gold to be held, and 
it was no difference to the country whether 
it Was $750,000 or'seven millions. Accord- 
ing to the agreement of the honourable 
Finance Minister, if they had confidence in 
the Government, it was not wise or pru- 
dent to restrict them at all. 

dion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
resolutions would show that there would 
be ample security for the notes issued. He 
again contended that fluctuations in trade 
would have to be considered, and that a 


cast-iron system would not be safe or pru- 
dent. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, that perhaps the 
arguments used by the Finance Minister 
were sound ones, but still they did not 
meet the case- We want a direct state- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN’ said, tho Finance 
Minister had created all this difficulty and 
misunderstanding himself. Allthe House 
wanted to know was what he wanted. 


fon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, that 
perhaps he was unfortunate in his en- 
deavours to put this 
in a clear point of view. He would 
suppose such a state of things as this, 
that the Government issue $6,000,000 of 
notes on securities and that the circulation 
is $8,750,000 there would then be 
$2,750,000 over the $6,000,000. If the 
honourable Gentlemen would make the cal- 
culation, he thought they would find that 
this would be about fifty per cent over 
the amount. What he wanted to show 
was, that before the Government could 
increase the amount, and invest an- 
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other million of their gold in dpben- 
tures, they would require to have an 
amount which would be equal to twenty- 
five per cent, not only of the six 
millions, but also of the ad- 
ditional amount. If a portion of this 
$8,750,000 came in and they were bound to 
redeem it in gold, they would, if their 
gold was getting low, avail themselves of 
the securities. If this were done with any 
prudence, he did not see that any harm 
could result. However he was not in 
favour of trusting the Government too 
far, he thought a limit should be fixed, 
yet he considered that these matters should 
be left toa certain extent to their dis- 
cretion ; yery much depended on circum- 
stances. He thought it perfectly safe to 
leave. the matter with the Government. 
They were bound to redeem the notes with 
gold and there would be no danger of any 
suspension of specie payment, which of 
course would be very much to be regretted. 


Mr. BLAKE said, that if he understood 
the hon. gentleman, he (Sir Francis) did 
not mean that these resolutions should 
bind the Government, to repay by law 
any amount of gold whatever against the 
outstanding amount of Dominion notes, 
whether that amount be limited to four 
or run up toseven millions. Up to seven 
millions, he understood him to say. that it 
is entirely discretionary with the Govern- 
ment to say what gold they shall hold in 
hand to redeem outstandingnotes, There 
were only certain periods at which they 
were bound to hold certain amounts of 
gold—namely the time when a fresh 
emission of notes was made, when they 
are bound to have by hook or by crook 
a certain amount of gold in reserve. 


Mr. GIBBS said, he had understood the 
resolutions to provide, that the first four 
million of notes might issue without the 
Government necessarily holding a single 
dollar in gold; but that beyond that 
amount up to seven millions, the Govern- 
ment should hold twenty-five per cent in 
gold. That point ought to be clearly un- 
derstood. Butthe arguments of the fi- 
nance Minister went to show, that the 
Government might hold a greater or less 
amount of specie, according as in their 
judgment the necessities of the country 
demanded it. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said, there should 
be no doubt on so important a point. 
He had certainly understood the Fi- 
nance Minster to say, that there should be 
specie reserved against every dollar of 
notes issued up to four millions and beyond 
that 25 per cent, certainly the minimum 
amount of specie to be held by the Gov- 
ernment should be fixed; if 25 per cent 
was too much, then let the Government 
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say how much they thought sufficient. His 
own impression was that the Dominion 
notes would never run down to four. mil- 
lions; but provision should be made to 
prevent even a suspicion as to their security 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. said it was 
a mistake to suppose the. Government did 
not intend to hold gold reserves. He had 
shown clearly that at tho time of issuing 
tour millions of Dominion notes, the Goy- 
ernment would have considerably more 
than a million in gold, more in fact than 
Parliament required; and beyond that 
amount 25 per cent. in gold—more gold 
reserves than was required for any Bank 
to hold. But the Government did not 
want to be bound down to a cast iron sys- 
tem, because a necessary result of fixing 
the amount of specie reserve, which should 
never be varied, would be to compel them 
to keepan amount largely in excess, in 
order to meet exigencies. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said if 25 per cent. 
was too much, then fix it at 10 or 15 per 
cent., but whatever amount it was, let it 
be fixed. 


Mr. BLAKE pointed out. that the House 
had been deceived by the Finance Minis- 
ter, and that it was only now that they 
found out that the Government were not 
to be bound to any fixed minimum amount 
of specie reserve. 


The second resolution then passed; also 
the remaining resolutions, nem. con. 


The committee rose and reported. The 
report to be received next Friday. 


On the proposal to move the House into 
Committee on the Currency Resolutions, 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said before the 
Speaker left the Chair, he had to appeal 
to the Finance Minister and the Govern- 
ment to take the same action with respect 
to these resolutions, as had been taken on 
a former occasion. He readily admitted 
that it was extremely desirable that there 
should be one common Currency for: the 
Dominion, and no one could doubt that 
that should take place at as early a day as 

possible. Butit would berecollected that 
when similar resolutions were under con- 
sideration, a decision had been arrived 
at that their consideration should be post- 
poned toa future period, it having been an- 
nounced that an international conference 
had been held at Paris and that the resolu- 
tion, at which the conference had arrived, 
had attracted great attention in the finan- 
cial centres of the world, and especially in 
the neighbouring Republic, and the House 
had accordingly given authority to the 
Government that when a Bill on this sub- 
ject, then before Congress, became law, 
the same should be adopted by the 
Dominion, He had been satisfied with 
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the judgment of the House, which com- 
mended itself to the counrty. The Currency 
of Nova Scotia, which the Government 
now propose to alter, was almost identical 
with the system whose adoption was urg- 
ed by the Paris conference, and no alter- 
ation would haye been necessary in the 
law in Nova Scotia, if the law as proposed 
had been placed on the Statute Book. But it 
was felt that the postponement of legis- 
lation, with a view of obtaining unanimity 
was desirable. Since then the subject had 
been discussed in the Imperial Parliament 
and the Chancellor of the Ex-chequer, 
whose ability and knowledge of such sub- 
jects was recognised, had arrived at the 
opinion, that it was not undesirable to 
adopt such a system as that proposed at 
Paris. He was not, however, gomg to put 
his request on the ground of.the desira- 
bility of waiting for legislation in the 
United States. He had asked that the 
resolution be deferred, on the ground that 
ib was undesirable to disturb’ the public 
mind of Nova Scotia with regard to the 
legislation of the Dominion. Emboldened 
by the consideration shown for the feelings 
of Nova Scotia, and even to the prejudice 
that existed, he would again ask the Fi- 
nance Minister to postpone for a little 
longer the consideration of the subject. 
A portion of the Province would be placed 
in considerable difficulty, on account of the 
difference of Currency between New Bruns- 
wick and a part of Nova Scotia, which, 
however, was confined to a small part of 
the latter. As far as accounting went, the 
present Currency of Nova Scotia was ex- 
ceedingly convenient. The gold used is 
the sovereign, and the silver.is all British. 
Its convenience had taken hold of the 
people, and ifa change was made, it would 
be necessarily attended with considerable 
loss to the great mass of the people. He 
was proud to say that the feelings of the 
people were steadily and rapidly becoming 
more favourable to the existing connec- 
tion, and he would deeply regret that any 
legislation should either justly or unjustly 
aftect this growing sentiment. He trusted 
that the Finance Minister and the treasury 
benches would be not indisposed to con- 
sider that view, and regard it as desirable 
to conciliate the population of that impor- 
tant part of the Dominion. He expressed 
the feeling, he believed, of the majority of 
the representatives of the Province, and 
trusted it would be received with favour 
by the Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN 4. MACDONALD after 
a few remarks, consented to postpone 
the consideration of the resolution till 
next Friday. ; 

Mr. LEVESCONTE was satisfied that 
the prejudices on this subject were not in 
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Nova Scotia, but in other parts of the 
Dominion. Ifasked to change their Cur- 
rency,he believed he and others would have 
to go back to school to learn how to perform 
the intricate calculation, of learning how to 
divide the fractions in a British sovereign. 
He presumed the smaller must give place 
to the larger Provinces, but if they . did 
they should no longer be taxed with parish 
politics. 


The resolutions were allowed to. stand. 


OFFICIAL ARBITRATION, 


Hon Mr. LANGEVIN—In moving the 
second reading of the Bill, for extending 
the powers of official arbitrators, explain- 
ed at greater length the scope of the 
Bill. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if there were 
any claims outstanding which it was pro- 
posed to deal with under the Act, 


Hon. Mr: LANGEVIN stated, that by 
the present law the contracts with the 
Board of Public Works alone could be re- 
ferred to the arbitrators. It was design- 
ed to plaice those with the Post-office and 
other departments on a similar footing. 


Mr. MACKENZIE referred to the 
Brewster case, which had been brought 
before the House last session, and allowed 
to pass most improperly, and asked if that 
case could be submitted under this law. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it was the 
House, not the Government, which had 
done this. The case of Mr. Brewster 
was referred to a private committee, by a 
vote of the majority of the House, and 
contrary to the wish of the Government. 
The committee reported Brewster entitled 
to his interest previous to 1867. The 
Government of the Province of Can- 
ada had never admitted such claims. 
If now admitted, this Parliament 
could not, without injustice, grant pay- 
ment of money which must be paid by the 
separate Provinces of Quebec and Ontario. 
If prid by the Dominion, it would be also 
unjust, as Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
had nothing todo with a matter which 
belonged entirely to the old Province of 
Canada. Such a claim could not come 
under the Act. 

Mr. MACKENZIE complained that the 
Bill was too extensive in its power. He re- 
ferred to the case of Denison, who had 
been allowed a committee to consider his 
claim for damages for seizure of his 
vessel for alleged piracy. By this Bill such 
a case would come before the arbitrators. 
He did not think the Government should 
allow motions to pass pro forma merely to 
please their friends, unless they were pre- 
pared to deal with them. 


Mr, Levesconte, 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the course of legislation in Great 
Britain was to force the Crown to do 
justice to the subject, so that the Crown 
could almost be sued against its will. In 
this country there was no tribunal open to 
a claimant against the Government, and if 
such claims were presented it was surcly 
not pretended that the Government was 
to decide like a despot. It would be a 
denial of justice and against the spirit of 
the age. Experience had shown that sub- 
stantial justice had been done by the 
arbitrators between the contractors and 
the Public Works Department. It was 
well known that juries always gave a ver- 
dict against the Government, not consider- 
ing that the public had to pay, but re- 
garding the Government as a rich entity. 
He hoped to see these arbitrators as a 
tribunal with all competent powers 
and not merely as arbitrators ap- 
pointed by the Government, as it was de- 
sirable to have such disputes settled 
without such enormous expense. 


Mr. BLAKE said that in the two years 
that have elapsed since Confederation, no 
old claims had been brought forward, and 
it was fair to suppose that none would 
now probably be brought up. He sug- 
gested that the powers asked should be 
given to the Supreme Court, as there. was 
a dithiculty in ascertaining what duties 
were to be performed by it. 


Mr. HARRISON proceeded to show that 
the provisions of the Bill, as framed, were 
more restricted than had been maintained. 
The Bill contemplates only three classes of 
claims, viz.: Claims for property taken, 
claims arising out of death, and claims in 
respect to injuries to property. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—the clause is death 
to property. 

Mr. HARRISON read the clause which 
says any claim arising out of death or in- 
jury to property, so that for an accident 
not resulting in death there is no claim. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill was not correctly printed. It 
should be made to read “ arising out of 
any death or injury to person or property.’ 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said the claims against 
the late Province of Canada called -‘ar 
rears,’’ which had been liquidated and paid 
by the Government at Ottawa, up to the 
present time amounted to some $2,000,000. 
The greater portion of the items compris- 
ing this sum were to be found in the pub 
lic accounts for 1868-9, part III., page %, 
which had been in the hands of the hon. 
gentlemen for months, and which they hacl 
no doubt examined, and for which they 
would be held responsible to the country. 
He (Mr. Wood) had examined these items 
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and found many of them most unsatisfac- 
tory. A large class of them dated back 
many years, and appeared to have been 
revived and paid (having previously been 
disallowed) without proper examination, 
on the authority of the political head of 
the department in which they arose, to 
reward a political friend or to conciliate a 
political opponent, or to get rid of un- 
pleasant and disagreeable importunities. 
It would indeed appear that all these pay- 
ments had been on papers sent into the 
Finance Department from the various de- 
partments of the Government on the ipse 
dixit of the political heads, without any 
previous submission to or sanction of Par- 
liament. In fact, it does not appear to 
have ever occurred to the Government 
that acts in this respect were even subject 
to be reviewed by this Honse. But they 
seem to have acted under the belief that 
all they had to do wis to pay, and charge 
the amount over into the debt of the late 
Province, and that Ontario and Quebec 
had no voice in the matter and were pow- 


321 [MarcH 


erless to offer anyresistance. It was really 
time that an end should be put to this 
state of things. Whatever proper and le- 
gitimate ‘arrears’ there were at Confed- 
eration should have been wound up long 
ago. He(Mr. Wood) had formally notified 
the Minister of Finance if any further 
claims came up, before they were paid they 
must be submitted to the Governments of 
Ontario and Quebec, who in the end would 
have to pay them if allowed, for their ex- 
amination and approval. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
argued that no claim, antecedent to 1867, 
should be paid without giving the Prov- 
inces of Ontario and Quebee the right to 
contest that claim before a proper tri- 
bunal. 


Mr. SMITH contended that New Bruns- 
wick should have a voice in the settlement 
of every claim which she would be called 
on to pay, if so decided. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Bill had 
been drawn on the old law. However, he 
agreed to amend it so as to restrict the 
provisions of the Bill to claims accruing 
after 1867. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
was now nothing indispute between the 
representatives of Ontario and Quebec as 
to the division of the debt, excepting one 
case, 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that as every one 
knew the excess of the debt of the late 
. Province over the $62,500,000 was to be 
divided between the two Provinces, the 
Provincial Arbitrators and the Finance 
Minister at the first Session of the Domi- 
nion Parliament put that excess at $8,000, - 
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000, but at the next session it had in- 
creased to $9,500,000, in a short time, 
a few months later, the amount was agin 
put at $10,500,000, and now it had finally 
reached the enormous sum of nearly 
$12,000,000. There had been up to that 
time about $2,000,000 of old antiquated 
claims preferred against the late Province 
revived presented and paid by the Govy- 
ernment at Ottawa, and charged into the 
debt of the late Province of Canada, but 
not a single item of thit large amount had 
been submitted to the Government of the 
Province of Ontario for their consideration 
and approval before payment. He did 
not know whether this course had been 
pursued with regard to the Province of 
Quebec with respect to these claims, but 
such a course had been adopted towards 
Ontario. The Dominion Auditor thought 
that the accounts might be now closed; 
and that with regard to any small claims 
which might arise, the receipts of old 
debts, due to the late Province, would be 
sufficient to cover them. With regard to 
the Improvement Fund, the Government, 
by Order in Council, stopped the payment 
to that fund in 1861; and it was not 
correct, as had been stated by the Finance 
Minister, that the claim on account of this 
fund had been rejected by any Govern- 
ment prior to Confederation. The reason 
why payment to it was stopped was that 
there were annual deficits, and the Gov- 
ernment wanted the money to meet press- 
ing liabilities—and such was the state of 
political parties at that time, and from 
that time to the celebrated Coalition of 
1864, that the question could not be 
brought before Parliament; and the Con- 
federation scheme inaugurated in 1864 
and consummated in 1867 necessarily post- 
poned it till after Confederation. Every 
member of that House from the Province 
of Ontario, and many from Lower Canada, 
would know full well that great injustice 
was done to the poor settlers by stopping 
the payment to that fund, and that there- 
by the pledged faith of the Crown was 
broken to the poor settler, who purchased 
his land under the belief and expectation 
that a certain portion of the purchase 
money would be returned to him for local 
improvements. He thought that 1t was 
for the Government of Canada to carry out 
the pledged faith of the Crown in that re- 
spect, and not shirk the responsibility by 
placing the decision of the question 1n the 
hands of irresponsible arbitrators, as had 
been suggested by the hon. Minister of 
Finance. He asked that the Government 
should decide this question of the Im- 
provement Fund on principles of public 
morality and justice, and in such a way as 
would commend itself to the approbation 
of the members of this House and to the 
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moral sense of the wholecountry. Decide 
it they must, and that speedily. If they 
failed to do so, he should consider it his 
duty to bring the matter before the House 
shortly for its consideration, in justice to 
himself and to wronged settlers, and to the 
position he occup.ed in yea Province of 
Ontario. 


The Bill was read a second time. 
DISTRESSED MARINERS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill to amend 
the Act respecting the treatment of sick 
and distressed mariners.—Carried. 


On motion of the Honourable Sir JOHN 
\. MACDONALD it was agreed that, till 
otherwise ordered, the Government orders 
shall have precedence on Thursdays, and 
that on Government days, after the Gov- 
ernment Orders are disposed of, other 
business of previous days may be taken up, 
and that on Thursdays the division of time 
provided by rule 19 shall not be observed. 


The House adjourned at 10.30 p.m. 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, March 9, 1870. 


The Speaker took the Chair at the usual 
hour. 
PETITION. 


The petition of Mr. J. R. Martin, for a 
divorce from his wife Sophia Martin, was 
read and received. The brother of the 
petitioner was called to the Bar of the 
HTouse, sworn, and examined as to the ser- 
vice of the notice upon Sophia Martin, &e. 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS. 


The report of the Select Committee on 
Contingent Accounts, which recommends 
the making of arrangements whereby the 
services of the Librarian shall be available, 


alike for members of both Houses, was 
adopted. 
The House then adjourned. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 9th, 1870. 


The Speaker took the chair at 3. 30, 
p.m, 
DUTY ON PETROLEUM. 


A number of petitions were presented 
to repeal the excise duty on petroleum, 
one by the Minister of Inland Revenue. 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 
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CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. M.P. RYAN, praying for an extension 
of the Charter of the Canada Central Rail- 
way, and from the Committee of Manage- 
ment of the Corn Exchange at Montreal, 
in favour of a Bill for the construction of 
a Canal to connect Lake Champlain and 
the St. Lawrence. 


PRINTING RETURNS. 


The Printing Committee recommend 
printing the returns relating to the Inter- 
colonial Railway, the Bank of Upper 
Canada, and Financial arrangements with 
Nova Scotia and others. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. JONES, (Leeds and Grenville), 
gave notice of a Bill to alter the manage- 
ment of the Intercolonial Railway, which 
was felt throughout the country to be open 
to gross abuses. He proposed that the 
railway should be placed in the hands of 
Four Political Heads of Departments. He 
did not think it would be taken as a vote 
of non-confidence. Alterations had been 
made in various subjects arranged by the 
Government, showing that they did not 
believe they possessed infallibility. He 
believed that by this Bill a saving of $100,- 
000 would be made, and as there were 
thirteen heads of departments, they 
ought to be able to manage all the public 
works. 


Mr. WALSH said the hon. member having 
contented himself in moving the first read- 
ing of his Bill, with a general charge of 
extravagance and mismanagement, as 
against the Commissioners, he (Mr. Walsh) 
would content himself by saying at the 
present time, that a return would be’ 
brought down ina few days showing the 
whole management; this return, he was 
satisfied, would show that the utmost 
economy had been practised. He would 
be glad to find that a saving of $100,000 
could be made, but as the salaries were 
only $13,000, he thought it would puzzle 
his hon. friend to make this saving. 

The Bill was read a first time. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE. 


Mr. HARRISON introduced a Bill to 
amend the Act relating to the duties of 
Justices of the Peace out of session. The 
Bill only referred to section 71, and should 
it go toa second reading, he would ask 
that it be referred to the Committee to 
whom was refered the Bill introduced by 
Mr. Drew to amend a section of the same 
Act. Certiorariwas apparently taken away 
by section 71 of the Act, as it now reads in 
all cases. Such was not the intention of 
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the framer of the Bill, and unfortunately 
the language used was too general. There 
was no objection to take away certiorari for 
remoyal of convictions affirmed in appeal, 
and to this limit Mr. Harrison proposed to 
restrict the Act. 


It was suggested by Messrs. Blake and 
Mackenzie that great expense would be 
saved by adding the clause to the Bill in- 
troduced this session by another member. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER pointed 
out that no expense would be saved, as the 
notices would have to be printed. 


The Bill was read a first time. 


GRAND TRUNK AND LAKE HURON 
RAILWAY. 


Mr. WORKMAN introduced a Bill to 
contirm an agreement between the Grand 
Trunkand Lake Huron Railway Compa- 
nies, 

In answer to Mr. 
mand, ) 

Mr. WORKMAN said the object. would 
be explained by the Bill, which was printed 
in both English and French, and would be 
distributed this afternoon. 


The Bill was read a first time. 


THOMPSON (Haldi- 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. BLAKE introduced a_ Bill for the 
protection, security, and independence of 
Parliament. 


USURY LAW. 


Mr. SAVARY introduced a Bill respect- 
ing the law of usury in Nova Scotia ; also 
a Bill to amend the low relating to Stamps 
on Bills of Exchange and Promissory 
Notes. 


POSTAGE ON AGRICULTURAL JOURNALS. 


Mr. BENOIT asked if it was the inten- 
tion of the Government to accede to the 
views of the Board of Agriculture of the 
. Province of Quebec, by abolishing postage 
charged for the transmission of agricultu- 
ral journals published m the Dominion, 
as well as those published in Europe. 

Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the Government had no power to remit 
the postage in this case, and did not pro- 
pose any legislation on the subject this 
sess.on. 


SURVEY OF THE RIVER SL. JOHN. 
Mr. CONNELL asked whether it was the 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, the matter 
had been brought under the notice of the 
Government by several members, and es- 
ee aes by the hon. member for Victoria 
(N. B. ;) but the Government had not had 
time to decide respecting it. They would 
give the matter due consideration however. 


DEPREDATIONS COMMITTED BY AMERICAN 
FISHERMEN. 


Mr. COFFIN moved an address for cor- 
respondence respecting depredations com. 
mitted by American fishermen in Canadian 
Waters. He said it was necessary to know 
whether we were to have efficient protec 
tion from the British Government in this 
matter. He believed that protection had 
for some time been a complete farce, and 
he did not think due attention had been 
paid by the British Government to the 
protection of the sea-coasts of the Domini- 
on. It was also important that the Ameri- 
can Government should know what we 
were about. He wanted to have justice 
done to both sides. In 1851 to 1854 the 
Nova Seotia Government had protected its 
fishermen, so that American fishermen 
complained to theirGovernment, who sent 
a force to protect American fishermen. The 
officers were honourable men, who afford- 
ed proper protection, and Nova Scotia fish- 
ermen were then more properly protect- 
ed, from the fact that the American of- 
fice ers did not sanction any encroachment 
by their fishermen in our waters, but kept 
them atthe proper distance; and I[ believe 
now that the co-operat.on of the two Gov- 
ernments, in protecting the fisheries on 
both sides, securing the proper r.ghts to 
each, would produce the desired effect, 
and might be the means of preventing a 
disturbance between the two nations. 


Mr. ROBITAILLE referred to the an- 
swer of the Government to some ques- 
tions he had in the notice paper, and 
which had been answered in his absence. 
The answers of the Government were not 
satisfactory to him. They had said they 
had no control over the vessels of the 
Royal Navy. That was quite true, but 
last session they had promised that an ar- 
rangement would be made for having two 
or three vessels of the Royal Navy to pro- 
tect our fisheries. Such vessels had not 
protected our fisheries, at any rate in Bay 
Chaleurs, nor had the Schooner La Cana- 
dienne. This was not the fault, he was 


sure, of the Commander of that Schooner, 
whom he knew to bea very efficient officer, 
and if he had had instructions to go to 
Bay Chaleurs, he would have done so. 
With reference to another question, he 


intention to place in the estimates a sum of ; would repeat that depredations had been 


money for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the River St. John. 


committed on our shores by American 


as aoe some of them within a few 
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miles of his own residence. They had | 
stolen boats belonging to our fishermen, 
and in other ways acted in a barbarous 
manner. The answer of the Government 
was that the local authorities ought to have 
seen that the law was respected. Why, 
in one harbour (Paspeliac) he had seen no 
less than two hundred and thirty Amer- 
ican schooners, at one time, manned 
by sixteen or twenty men each. Some- 
times there was not less than. 1,200 or 
1,500 of these men on shore at one time. 
How then could the local authorities, who 
had no police force at their command, see 
that law wasrespected ? These American 
fishermen were supposed to hold licenses, 
but it was a fact that not one-eighth of 
them had licenses. There was no one to 
see that they had. licenses, and therefore 
they all passed as holding licenses, and 
therefore entitled to come on shore. In 
view of these facts, it was certainly not 
very satisfactory to be told by the Govern- 
ment that the local authorities should 
protect themselves. ; 


Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD 
thought if the hon. gentleman had heard 
the answers of the Government in extznso, 
he would not have spoken as he did. 
His answer-was that the steamer of the 
Royal Navy was not employed to protect 
the Bay Chaleurs alone, but the whole 
Canadian fisheries. That steamer had 
been twice in the Bay Chaleurs during the 
season, and had been continuously em- 
ployed in performing its duty on some 
portion of the coast the entire season. 
The Government, of course, had no con- 
trol over the steamers of the Royal Navy. 
He believed the instructions of the Ad- 
miralty were such as to render any active 
service in the way of protecting our 
fisheries impossible. Three warnings and 
twenty-four hours notice were required 
in order to prevent complication such as 
arose before 1854. The Canadian Govern- 
ment had not been wanting inremonstrating 
against these restrictions. He was happy 
to believe that Her Majesty’s fleet in our 
water's would not be diminished, butperhaps 
increased. As already announced, it was 
the intention of the Government to issue 
no more licenses to foreign fishermen, and 
they were taking every step possible to 
protect our fisheries. They would have 
such a force as the Imperial Government 
choose to place in our waters to back up 
our own schooners, which would act as 
marine police. With respect to the 
motion before the House, for the cor- 
respondence with the Imperial Govern- 
ment, the Government had already 
promised to bring it down. If there was | 
any correspondence respecting depreda- 
tions, it would be brought down. 
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Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it was evident 
from references made to’ this question 
that the House should be in possession, as 
soon as possible, of the correspondence 
that had taken place between the Canadian 
and Imperial Governments. It was cer- 


American Fishermen. 


tain that the question of fisheries 
in connection with the Ameri- 
cans had in former’ years’ been 
a source of very great complication 


and danger to the relations between Great 
Britain and the United States. It was very 
important that the House should know the 
grounds on which they based their change 
of policy inthis respect, and the material 
force by which it was to be enforced. In 
the absence of correspondence, he was 
unwilling to express his own opinion upon 
the subject. | He looked upon this as the 
most serious question that could engage 
the attention of the House, and one upon 
which it was absolutely essential this 
Government and the Imperial Govern- 
ment should be in perfect harmony. The 
responsibility must not be assumed by our 
Government alone. It involved conse- 
quences much too important to the well 
being of this country and the mother 
country, 23 well as the United States, to 
be dealt with without full consideration of 
its gravity and importance. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
that the duty of the Canadian Government 
extended only to affording protection to 
our fishermen while in Canadian waters. 
If any Americans, whether sailors or fish- 
ermen, in fishing or trading vessels, come 
on shore and commit assault or trespass ; 
the Dominion Government had nothing 
whatever to do with the matter, in fact it 
had no power or authority to protect the 
inhabitants. That must be done by the 
local authorities or Government who had 
full control over the administration 
of justice. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said, that 1t would 
probably be better to have the discussion 
on this subject when the proposed Bill 
came before the House. While he was up 
he might mention, that there was a diffi- 
culty in connection with this delicate ques- 
tion which no doubt would come under 
their consideration, and that was as to the 
fixing of the rightful boundaries, with 
reference to the headlands. 

Mr. ROBITAILLE said that what he un- 
derstood as a resume of the remarks of 
the honourable Minister of Justice was, 
that the Canadian Government could not 
protect the fishermen, and the Imperial 
Government was not willing to do so. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought it his duty, 
as a representative ofa constituency in the 
neighbourhood of the Bay of Chaleurs, to 
say that the fishermen on that bay were 
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quite unprotected. Until he heard the 
Minister of Justice say so, he (Mr. Anglin) 
had not been aware that La Canadienne had 
been in the Bay at all. He knew, from per- 
sonal knowledge, that American fishermen 
came there when they liked, stayed as long 
as they liked, fished where they liked, 
and bore down on Canadians and drove 
them off their fishing grounds 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he wished to en- 
ter his protest against the statements made 
by any honourable member of the House, 
which would damage the rights of our 
fishermen, by saying that we were not 
ready and able to protect them. He_ be- 
lieved the policy which the Government 
had announced on this subject would meet 
with the entire approval of the country, 
and would put anend to the dfficulty so 
loudly complained of. Ifthe license system 
had not been commenced there v ould have 
been no difficulty, and a stoppage of that 
system would stop all the trouble. He was 
notso advanced in his views as to propose 
the establ shment of an independent na- 
tion, but he was sufficiently advanced to 
believe that the country was able to pro- 
tect its own fishermen and fisheries. With- 
inthree marine miles of the siore our 
rights were undoubted and were acknow- 
ledged by the United States ; and why 
should not we be abl» to protect those 
rights. The members of the House who 
made the statements that we are not able, 
nor prep ired to protect our own fishermen, 
were inviting collisions, by their own ac- 
tion, and the depredations committed by 
our neighbours. 


Hon. Mr. BEAUBIEN expressed his re- 
gret at the declaration of the Hon. the 
Minister of Justice—‘ that it was not the 
duty of the Dominion Government, even 
in the case where licenses to American 
fishermen would be granted, to protect our 
own fishermen and settlements against 
depredations committed on shore, but that 
it was the business of those fishermen and 
settlers to protect themselves and to 
ask help from the Local Government 
when unable to do it.”’ He 
(Mr. Beaubien) said it was unjust 
on the part of the Government to oblige 
the Local Legislatures to protect their 
fishermen. The Federal Government en- 
joyed the benefit of all the license money, 
taxes, &c., accruing from our lake, river, 
and other fisheries, and it ought to assume 
the responsibility of protecting our fisher- 
men in their rights, on shore as well as on 
our waters against depredators, whose pre- 
sence there is the result of the policy of 
the Dominion. The Province of Quebec 
was the most exposed of all the Provinces 


in the Dominion to depredations, and as it | 


was the principal source of revenue from 
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the fisheries, it ought to be protected, and 
it was absurd to suppose that the Local 
Government could alone bear the expense 
and responsibility of protecting its own 
fishermen. If a few vessels only were en- 
gaged in the trade, the difficulty 
would not be so great, but while there was 
a fleet of something like 800 or 1,000 ves- 
sels, he thought it was clearly the duty of 
the Federal Government to take the mat. 
ter in hand, and protect the rights of the 
Provincial Government. 


Mr. FORTIN hoped that the Govern- 
ment would this time keep faith with the 
announcement it had made. He was glad 
it had at last announced the policy of pro- 
tecting our fisheries efficiently, and refus- 
ing to grant licenses to American fisher- 
men. ‘This comes late, but better late 
than never. It was only right the Ameri- 
can vessels should be treated in Canadian 
waters in the same way that our vessels 
are treated in theirs. Let any Canadian 
vessel go within three miles of the Ameri- 
can coast, and remain for days and days, 
as theirs did on our coast, and in our har- 
bours, why, it would be seized by the 
American officers and sold, and would 
never be got back again. It was some- 
times a perfect scandal the way in which 
American fishermen came and fished, and 
worked at packing their fish on Sunday, 
while our people were at church. In re- 
ference to the man of-war cruiser that had 
been despatched by the Admiral of the 
British North American squadron to 
cruise in the Baie des Chaleurs, he said 
that the question had been asked about 
her, it was because this vessel had only 
been a few days in the Baie des Chaleurs 
and did not afford the protection that was 
expected from her. He was aware other 
vessels of the navy had been despatched 
to protect our fisheries, but they were on 
other parts of the coast. As for La Cana- 
dienne, be believed that her Comman- 
der had done his duty as best he could, 
and that he had carried out his instruc- 
tions. He had no complaint to make 
against him. The service of the protection 
of our fisheries would best be done by Pro- 
vincial cruisers, police vessels manned by 
our men accustomed to the work ; but men- 
of-war vessels were necessary to aid in the 
work, to give the prestige of the Imperial 
authority, and to assist our vessels in case 
of need. The Premier had re-opened a 
question which he thought.had been set- 
tled: it related to the duties to be per- 
formed by the commander of La Canadi- 
enne. He and the hon. member for Bona- 
venture had exerted themselves last year 
before this House for the purpose of ob- 
taining for the present commander of Lu 
Canadienne the same powers that were 
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given to his predecessors, and they thought 
they had gained their point, since the 
commander was appointed a Justice of the 
Peace by the Local Government, and he 
was, as they thought, instructed to act 
in all cases where it was necessary to 
do so, either on the water or on the shore 
for the efficient protection of the fisheries. 
But he was sorry to hear the honourable 
Premier say that the Local Governments 
would be called upon to protect the fisher- 
men on shore when it was the duty 
of the Fedecal Government to do so. 
The peopie carrying on the fisheries must 
be protected by La Canadienne and other 
cruisers in the same way, as was done by 
the water police, in the ports of Montreal 
and Quebec, who were empowered to arrest 
crimps, deserters from vessels and other 
malefactors on shore as well as on the 
water. He hoped the Government would 
not take a restrictive and narrow inter- 


pretation of the law, but would give a: 


full and efficient protection to our fishing 
interests. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON would like to 
know from the member for Cumberland 
(Hon. Dr. Tupper), whether or not the 
Government of Nova Scotia, to which he 
belonged, had not inaugurated the license 
system. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said no, it had not, 
but resisted the scheme till the last, and it 
was only after the combined influence of 
both Great Britain and Canada was brought 
to bear that they yielded the point, and 
then only on the declaration of both Goy- 
ernments that it should be only for one 
year. The hon. member could find this 
tully stated in the journals of the Legisla- 
ture. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON was much ob- 
liged. He had not put the question to 
embarrass the hon. member, but merely to 
elicit this reply which he had expected. It 
appeared to him that the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke had fairly stated the position 
of the question, and that in the absence of 
the correspondence 1t was not right to en- 
ter into any violent or extreme language 
on the subject before the House. In re- 
ference to the hon. member for Cumber- 
land, he called upon the members he had 
rallied round him, as the leader of the 
great national party, to duly consider the 
great perils ahead of them, and not to 
blindly follow the hon. gentleman, who 
ws more extreme in his views than many 
of them. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE’S opening remarks were 
inaudible in the gallery. He said he 
quite agreed with the honourable member 
for Sherbrooke respecting prematurely 
discussing this question before the papers 
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were brought down. This was a question 
of so much importance aud so much deli- 
cacy, that it ought to be discussed with 
patriotic feelings, as British Americans, 
anxious to maintain our territorial rights; 
but at the same time, to act with such 
delicacy and discretion as to have the sup- 
port of the national power behind us. He 
knew thatall regard for their true interests. 
all regard for the common sense of the 


Dominion required the exercise of func- 


tions by the Dominion Government. 
so as to give no _ needless oftence 
to our great national neighbour. He pre. 
sumed that would be the general sense 
of the House, and he did not believe there 
would be anything in the policy of the 
Government discordant with it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was very glad to find 
such was the position of the Government 
in thismatter. He was entirely opposed to 
the somewhat violent spirit of some of the 
speakers, though he was in favour of pro- 
tection of our well known, and well under- 
stood national rights, but here there were 
two parties to the bargain, and the opin- 
ions of both should be obtained, especi- 
ally in case where there might be an ap- 
peal to force. Moderate expressions of 
opinion were always sure to command 
more confidence and respect than mere 
violent expressions which went no further 
than mere talk. He thought the House 
favoured a conciliatory policy towards those 
who were our neighbours, and must be 
our neighbours for all time to come, and 
that to precipitate a needless collision with 
aneighbourly power, would be guilty of 
a most criminal act. He entirely agree'l 
with the observations of the honourable 
Secretary ef State. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said it was evident 
from the remarks of the hon. Secretary of 
State, that we were not ina_ position to 
discusss this question, The other day 
the leader of the Government, de- 
clared the _ policy of the Government 
was to refuse any more licenses to Ameri- 
can fishermen; To-day he (Hon. Mr. Dor- 
ion) inferred from the remarks of the 
Secretary of State, that such policy ha«l 
not received the concurrence of the Brit- 
ish Government. He had inferred from 
the hon. Secretary of State’s remarks that 
an ineautious policy might get the Imper- 
ial Government into trouble in this matter. 
He would like to know if the Canadian 
Government had a promise of assistance 
from the Imperial Government in exclud- 
ing American fishermen from Canadian 
waters, for it was not to be expected “ La 
Canadienne’? would drive away some 8() 
American vessels, which, it was asserted 
here, had visited Bae des Chaleurs last 
season. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said, whenever he open- 
ed his mouth some hon. gentlemen oppo- 
site, began to tell the House that the hon. 
Secretary of State had told something he 
ought not to tell, about the policy of the 
Government. Now he would say to the 
geutlemen opposite, once for all, that he 
was a pretty old politician, he had led 
some Governments, and led some oppo- 
sitions, and had never found candour and 
fair dealing impede public business. If 
driven to imitate bad examples, he might 
teach some gentlemen opposite political 
manoeuvers. (Hear, hear ] laughter. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—L have no doubt of 
it, (hear). . 
Mr. BLAKE—or political summersaults. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE--Gentlemen may some- 
times smile at my candour,as I smile at their 
want of it. (Laughter). He did not wish 
to say anything offensive to the member 
tor Hochelaga. He then said that the Gov- 
ernment advertisement calling for vessels 
had been published, and all the world 
knew about it, so it was no disclosure of the 
Government policy. Nova Scotia, years 
ago had her own marine, and that was 
the best protection they ever had. That 
marine was backed, it was true by Imper- 
ial vessels. 
world should not be found fault with, and 
that which ought not to be communicated 
he was rather too olda politician to com- 
municate. This was a question of delicacy 
and it was of great importance that it 
should be discussed on all sides in a pa- 
triotic spirit—for this reason—every idle 
word and every factious word said upon 
this subject here, strengthens the hands of 
men across the border with whom we have 
to deal. 


Mr. BLAKE said, he was delighted to 
hear the hon. gentleman enlightening 
them respecting political manceuvres, 
perhaps he would do the same with res- 
pect to political summersaults, for he had 
given a good example, though it was not 
desirable for any one to follow him, who 
wished to maintain a reputation for poli- 
tical consistency. The hon. gentleman 
had said, that it was patent to the world 
that some things had been done by the 
Government, and that in these things the 
Government was to be supported as form- 
erly by the forces of the Empire. But 
what had been done on this occasion was 
in accordance with former views of the 
Imperial Government, whose policy upon 
this question was now entirely different. 
The policy of this Government was not in 
accordance with the former policy of the 
Imperial Government, but in contradis- 
tinction to it. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said, the policy of the 
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Imperial Government was designed for 
but one year, at the expiration of which 
it was expected a renewal of the recipro- 
city treaty would take place. 


Mr. BLAKE contended thatthe policy 
of the Imperial Government had been al- 
tered. The Hon. Secretary of State had 
said the question was a difficult one and 
should be discussed without words of sub- 
mission onone hand, and onthe other as 
a delicate and difficult question, and all 
the reasons he gave indicated that the 
policy of the Government whatever it was, 
had not a promise of the co-operation of 
the Imperial Government. These reasons 
had caused his hon. friend. the member 
for Hochelaga, to come to the conclusion 
he had, and he had asked the question ; 
if the policy of the Government, whatever 
that was, had received the support of the 
Imperial Government, and that question 
the hon. gentleman had not answered, 
(hear. hear). 

Hon. Mr. HOWE asked the hon. gentle- 
man (Mr. Blake) to read his own family 
history to fnd summersaults. He would 
then find some strange summersaults. 
Those who lived in glass houses had better 
not throw stones, (laughter). 

Mr. BLAKE—If the hon. gentleman 
thinks my house is made of glass he is 
welcome to throw stones (laughter). 

The motion was passed. 


CORRECTION. 


Mr. CRAWFORD (Leeds) said before 
proceeding to the orders of the day he de- 
sired to call attention to a report pub- 
lished, that the member for Niagara had 
introduced a Bill to amalgamate the Bank 
of Commerce with the Royal Canadian 
Bank. The report was incorrect, as no 
such amalgamation had been proposed. 
He quite understood how such a mistake 
could occur, but so much publicity had 
been given to it that he desired to make 
the correction as public as the original 
statement. 

LIMITATION OF RATE OF INTEREST. 


Mr. GODIN withdrew his Bill to limit 
the rate of interest, his intention being to 
introduce a Bill based on the resolutions 
of which he has given notice, on the same 
subject, the Finance Minister having intro- 
duced a resolution to the same effect. 


DUAL REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. MILLS, in moving the second reaut- 
ing of the Bill “to render members of the 
Legislative Councils and Assemblies of the 
Provinces ineligible for sitting or voting in 
the House of Commons of Canada,” said 
he could not say anything more in defence: 
of his proposition than what he had for» 
merly said. A large number of gentlemen 
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had seats in this House who had also seats 
in the Legislatures of Ontario and Quebec. 
It was highly important that the Bill 
should become law, so that the functions 
of the two might be kept distinct. 
It was known that the different Leg- 
islatures were called at inconvenient 
seasons, to suit the convenience of each ; 
and this inconvenience was _ particularly 
felt when men in leading positions held 
seats in both Houses. It had been mnuin- 
tained when the new constitution was in- 
augurated, that it was highly desirable 
that members of this House should have 
seats in the Local Legislatures, for other- 
wise it would be impossible to obtain the 
necessary material to carry on the Local 
Legislation. | He had no idea that there 
was such a paucity of men fit for the busi- 
ness of legislation. He believed if this 
House were blown out of existence. there 
could be men enough found to carry on 
the business of the country. They had 
been told that it was not only necessary to 
coalesce in the Dominion Parliament, to 
provide a Government, but that it was also 
necessary that the same principle should 
be applied to the relation between the 
Dominion and the Governments of the 
Provinces. On this theory it was difficult 
to account for the possibility of success in 
Nova Scotia and Quebec, which did with- 
out such an alliance. They had also been 
told that when Confederation was accom- 
plished, old party lines should be obliter- 
ated, and that it would be a very 
shameful sight to see those who had 
been formerly arrayed against 
each other on fundamental principles 
should continue their differences. With 
this cry the Minister of Justice and the 
member for Cornwall went to the country, 
and the extraordinary sight was seen of 
these two gentlemen, still in opposition to 
each other, acting together. After the 
most strenuous opposition to the new or- 
der of things, and after having in no 


measured terms expressed his doubts of | 


the possibility of carrying out such a sys- 
tem, the member for Cornwall was found 
to have been installed as the head of the 
Government in Ontario, while the Minister 
of Justice became leader of the Dominion 
Government. The member for Cornwall, 
by the resolution passed in Toronto, 
showed that he agreed with the principle, 
as it was resolved that after this Parlia- 
ment no member of the Dominion Parlia- 
ment should be eligible to the office of 
Executive Councillor in Ontario, and hav- 
ing admitted that it was not proper that a 
seat should be held in Ottawa by the gen- 
tlemen on the Treasury Benches in Ontario, 
he concluded that they had resolved to 
apply the same rule to themselves and not 
merely to their successors. He maintained 
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tice, and that, if that were withdrawn, 
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that the member for Cornwall held office 
in Ontario 


Representation. 


his majority would cease, as in reality 
he admitted himself to be not the leader 
of a party at all. One who professed to be 
a consistent reformer in league with the 
leader of the Conservatives, occupied a 
position which he daily felt to be more and 
more uncomfortable. The member for 
Brant was not in a better position than the 
member for Cornwall. He had over and 
over again been a party to the complaints 
made by the Reformers, that the finances 
ot the Province were grossly mismanaged, 
when the gentlemen who now occupied 
the Treasury Benches were in the same 
position in the old Province of Canada. 
He complained oj the large expenditures 
made for local purposes in Lower Canada, 
which Upper Canada had to defray out of 
the local treasury. He had opposed the 
extra subsidy to Nova Scotia by legal and 
all other considerations, butsince then he 
had taken back at Toronto what he said in 
Ottawa, and had said that Lower Canada 


had been unjustly treated. In _ short 
he was absolutely dependent on the 
head of the Government here 


He would ask the House to look at the 
position the Lieutenant Governors were 
placed in under the present system. They 
Minister of Militia had a se xt in the Que 
bec Legislature, and at the same time was | 
one of those who appointed the Lieuten- 
ant Governor of that Province. Suppos- 
ing he was in opposition to the Quebec 
Government, he would be in a position tu 
hold undue influence over that Govern- 
ment, through having the appointment of 
they Lieutenant Governor. And if the 
Premier of the Dominion Government had 
a seat in the Ontario Legislature, the Pre- 
mier of Ontario would be in a position of 
dependence upon him. . The veto power 
possessed by the Dominion Government 
was, In his opinion, a dangerous one, but 
it was rendered doubly dangerous by the 
existence of a dual representation. The 
hon. gentleman argued at some length in 
support of the principles of his Bill, and 
concluded by moving its second reading. 


Mr. HARRISON moved that the Bill be 
read a second time this day six months. 
He said he looked upon the Bill as an un- 
necessary interference with the privileges 
of the people. He laid it down as a sound 
proposition that the people, unless there 
were some good reason to the contrary, 
should be allowed to choose their represen- 
In 
order to secure the independence of Par- 
liament, statutes were passed to exclude 
placemen from Parliament. The judicial 
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and legislative functions were, to a certain 
extent, incompatible, and for this cause 
there was some reason for excluding Judges 
from Parliament, and at all events from 
the Commons. The position of a Senator 
was incompatible with that of being a 
member of the House of Commons, and 
therefore, section 39 of the British North 
America Act declares that Senators shall 
be incapable of being elected to the Com- 
mons. But there was nothing incompat- 
ible between the position of a memberand 
that of a member of the House of Com- 
mons. Both were called upon to discharge 
legislative functions in legislative bodies 
that are-independent of each other. The 
reasons for excluding placemen from Par- 
liament had no application in the case of 
members of Local Legislative bodies. The 
people, by sending the same man to both 
Legislatures, as they had in several in- 
stances done, were opposed to the exclu- 
sive policy embodied in the Bill, and this, 
he contended, might safely be left in the 
future as in the past, to the decision of the 
people. 


Dual 


Hon. Col. GREY said this was a matter 
entirely for the Local Legislatures to settle. 
It was for them to determine whether their 
interests would be best promoted by having 
the same representatives to sit in the Local 
Legislature and in the Parliament of the 
‘Dominion at the same time. The ques- 
tion, he believed, had been already dis- 
tinctly submitted to both of the Legisla- 
tures of ,Ontario and Quebec, at their 
list sittings, and they had both decided 
against the proposition. The Legislatures 
of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia had 
both, at the inception of Confederation, 
declared in favour of the proposition, had 

both declared that so far as their interests 
were concerned, they would be best served 
by keeping the representation separate. 
They placed no tax upon the members of 
the Dominion Parliament, but simply said : 
if you choose to go there, you shan’t sit 
here in our Local Legislature. They had 
aright so to determine. In the absence 

_of any paramount Dominion necessity, in 
the absence of aay Injury that had been 
shown as resulting to the Dominion, as a 
whole, from the arrangement, he did not 
think the representatives of the Maritime 
Provinces ought to aid in forcing upon the 
people of Ontario and Quebec that which 
by the Act of their own Legislatures, in the 
management of their own local affairs, they 
had emphatically pronounced against. He 
showed first, if such a course were pur- 
sued towards New Brunswick, it would be 
most unjust. Let Ontario and Quebec 
settle it for themselves. He should there- 
fore support the amendment. 

Mr. MILLS pointed out that this House 
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had.the right to say who should be eligible 
to be elected to it. 


_ Hon. Mr. WOOD said that he had not 
intended. to enter into the discussion on 
this Bill had it not been for the pointed 
allusions to himself made by the hon. 
member for Bothwell. He wished to un- 
derstand if the proposer of this Bill (Mr. 
Mills) intended it to go into operation im- 
mediately. 


Mr. MILLS said it would go into opera- 
tion at the end of the present Parlia- 
ment. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said it certainly read 
so, and such was undoubtedly the fact. 
Why then, he would ask, was it not open 
to the same objection as that urged by the 
hon. member against the Act of the Legis- 
lature of Ontario, that, though after the 
dissolution of the present Parliament it 
disqualified Ministers of the Crown in the 
Government of Ontario to sit and vote in 
the Parliament of Canada, yet the dis- 
ability did not attach during the continu- 
ance of the present Parliament. He (Mr. 
Wood) simply suggested to the hon. mem- 
ber that if, as he alleged, there was incon- 
sistency in the Ontario. Act, his Bill was 
open to the same charge. That was the 
sum of his offending. This had brought 
down on him (Mr. Wood) the sharp poi- 
soned arrows of the hon. members for West 
Durham and Bothwell, who asserted that 
in times gone by he had declaimed against 
the injustice done Upper Canada in conse- 
quence of the expenditure in Lower Can- 
ada having been always in excess of that- 
in Upper Canada. He would like to know 
where the hon. gentlemen got their infor- 
mation on thig subject. He denied having 
indulged in any such declamation. Why, 
it is now, and has been for years past, the 
political stock-in-trade of the hon. gentle- 
men. As for himself, he did not now, nor 
had he ever, believed in the truth of the 
statement. On the contrary, he believed 
the local expenditure in Lower Canada 
had been less than in Upper Canada, and 
that the question of local expenditure had 
never been a substantial grievance in the 
late Province. It was not the local expen- 
diture wherein the inequality between 
Upper and Lower Canada existed, but in 
the revenue. In respect of the revenue, 
it was undeniable that Upper Canada con- 
tributed two-thirds or three-fourths, But 
the leader of the Reform party in Upper 
Canada, who had made this his chief cry, 
and had agitated Upper Canada on this 
subject until government became almost 
impossible, entered into the Coalition of 
1864, with the avowed purpose and object 
of removing this long standing grievance. 
Did he accomplish it by his Confederation 
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scheme? \He did. not, but, on: the con-|in this. House,:and justifying it in the 


trary, has intensified and perpetuated that 
grievance for all time to come. Look, sir, 
at the gross injustice to ‘Upper Canada in 
the case of the subsidy. Eighty cents per 
head ‘of the population ‘on the census of 
1861 is for all time‘ to ‘come to be ‘paid to 
Upper Canada’ and Lower Canada.’ As- 
sume the doctrine on’ which the agitation 
in Upper Canada was based and carried on 
to be sound, namely, that the population 
of Upper Canada (being in 1861, 1,396,091) 
per capita paid two-thirds, while that of 
Lower Canada (being in 1861, 1,111,566) 
per capita paid only one-third of the rev- 
enue of the late Province.’ On the very 
hypothesis on. which: the: whole agitation 
was grounded, Lower Canada had the ad- 
vantage over Upper:Canada, on the day 
Confederation commenced, of about $400, - 
000 per annum (hear, hear);.and> this in- 
justice and this inequality against Upper 
Canada would go on increasing in geome- 
trical .progression as the population. of 
Upper Canada increased more rapidly than 
that.of Lower Canada, during all the years 
Confederation should last... (Hear, hear). 
So much for the achievements of the lead- 
ers in the past of the great Reform party 
of Upper Canada.: The union of the. Pro- 
vinces,in 1841 was. intended.to have the 
effect of making the Provinces one. It was 
supposed that that which would affect one 
part would. affect the whole; that it was 
to be luoked upon, treated and legislated 
for, as one country; and that no natural, 
artificial, .or imaginary line should there- 
after separate or divide the country into 
Upper Canada:and Lower. Canada. . But 
such was the course of political. parties, 
and, as a consequence, of legislation, that 
whatever might be the legal and constitu- 
tional union formed by the Act of .1840, 
united Canada became divided into, I had 
almost said, two hostile nationalities. Let 
those. who originated and nursed imto 
alarming proportions these political ani- 
mosities hear the responsibilities... I leave 
these leaders with their own hypotheses to 
justify to the people of Ontario the pecuni- 
ary gam they have made by Confederation 
based. on terms recommended by them- 
selves to Upper Canada. I say if injustice 
existed towards Upper Canada before 
Confederation, that injustice by Confeder- 
ation was increased, and will, as time passes 
on, continue’ to increase. If, .therefore, 
those who. cried. out against: that injustice 
before Confederation were right, they 
must now be wrong in applauding the 
terms of that Confederation by which that 
injustice was greatly augmented and made 
perpetual. If they were right now they 
were wrong then. He. (Mr..:Wood) ‘was 
charged by the member for Bothwell with 
opposing the additional aid to Nova Scotia 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 


Legislature. of Ontario... He denied. the 
charge, and challenged proof of the accu- 
sation. Jf, the hon. gentleman can pro- 
duce any evidence of the truth. of his 
charge let: him now do so, or let the slan- 
der be withdrawn. (Hear, hear). He said 
on the floor of this: House that he was. of 
opinion the additional grant was contrary 
both to the express words of the British 
North America Act, to the principles upon 
which the union. of the Provinces was 
based, to the! financial basis upon. which 
the compact: was formed, and was a gross 
injustice, particularly to the Province of 
Ontario... He proclaimed the same ‘senti- 
ments in the Assembly of Ontario. He 
reiterated them here to-night. As much 
as he deplored any inroads upon the very 
essence, the most vital part of the Consti- 
tutional Act, the financial basis; fraught, 
as he believed it was, with great danger to 
the future peace of this Dominion, yet 
viewed as altogether exceptional and: un- 
der no circumstances to be repeated, much 
might be said in its justification. It was 
intended as a measure of pacification, and 
he believed it had’ been to a certain ex- 
tent successful. If it ‘prove completely 
successful it will have cost the country less 
than ‘would the maintenance of one regi- 
ment of soldiers in that Province for six 
months. As to his belief wth respect. to 
the opinions of the people in regard to 
dual representation no one in this House 
or in the country was ignorant. He be- 
lieved the people were opposed to it, not 
on the grounds or for the reasons assigned 
by the hon. member for Bothwell, but on 
other and different grounds altogether. 
He could only speak for himself; and for 
himself he could say he had never experi- 
enced any difficulty or felt any ‘embarrass- 
ment in the most free and perfect inde- 
pendence in the discharge of: all duties 
devolving upon bim as a representative of 
the people in that House. He claimed 
that no one was or had aeted more inde- 
pendently than himself. He was free 
from the control of certain gentlemen who 
held themselves out as leaders of the Op- 
position, on the one hand, and from Min- 
isterial subserviency on the other. Could 
the hon. member for’ Bothwell say as 
much? | 


It being six o’clock the House rose, 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr, CARLING introduced a Bill to 
amend the Act incorporating the Great 
Western Railway. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD resumed the deBate 
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on the Bill to abolish dual representation. 
He combated the argument that dual re- 
presentation trenched upon: the independ- 
ence of this House. He denied emphatic- 
ally that any arrangement had been made 
between members of the Ontario Govern- 
ment and the Dominion Government 
whereby the formeér were to support the 
latter. No such proposition had ever been 
mentioned to him, either directly or indi- 
rectly, since he entered the Ontario 
Government, nor had any member .of the 
Dominion Government ever hinted to him 
that he was expected to give them any 
more support than that) which . his own 
judgment told him their measures) were 
worthy of, and yet in the face of these dis- 
tinct denials, we again: have the stale slan- 
der repeated that some sort of an arrange- 
ment was come to by which the leader of 
the Dominion Government was to extend 
a. certain support to the: Government. of 
Ontario in return for which support was to 
be given to the Government at. Ottawa by 
the members of the Government at Toronto 
in this House. . He would only repeat:what 
honourable members must. be perfectly 
aware of, that from Confederation down to 
the present time no such proposition had 
ever, either directly or indirectly, been 
mentioned to him, (hear.) From the for- 
mation of the present Government. at, Ot- 
tawa, down to that hour, not a solitary 
gentleman who now occupied or had occu- 
pied a seat on the Treasury Benches, had 


intimated to him that he was under any 


obligation to give that Government any 
other support than that which flowed from 
his yoluntary choice. _ He was perfectly 
free to judge the Government, by | its 
acts. He must confess he, did not 
comprehend the philosophic theories, of 
the introducer of this Bill. Perhaps that 
was owing to his own lack of it, but he 
believed the majority of the House was 
equally unable to comprehend. them. 
There was one slight objection to the phi- 
losophy of his hon. friend, and that. was, 
that there was not a solitary fact in the 
moral or physical world that agreed with 
it. With regard to the principles of the 
Bill, if they were sound as applied to repre- 
sentation in Parliament, they would. be 
equally so when applied to other represen- 
tative bodies. According to the theory of 
the hon. gentleman, a Township Councillor 
ought not to sit in a County Council—a 
member of a County Council ought not to 
sit in the Provincial Assembly—a Mayor of 
a town or city, or the Reeve of a village or 
township, or the Warden of a County, is 
equally disqualified, and all, including the 


members of the Provincial Legislature, 


were inelligible to sit or vote in the Com- 
mons, of Canada, (hear, hear.) It is impos- 


sible, logically, to draw any distinction, He 
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did not see why the same argument should 
not ‘apply to one as to the other. With 
regard to the freedom of choice of the elec- 
tors, he thought that such was the state of 
public opinion, and so great was the desire 
to obtain a seat in either House, that it 
would: always be difficult for a person to 
obtain a seat in‘ both Houses; but at times 
such a-course might be desirable, and he 
did not think that they would be acting 
wisely if they refused them the power of 
doing so. . The hon. gentleman was anx- 


ious to secure the independence of Parlia- 


ment, but he seemed to mistake the origi- 
nal meaning ofthe term. It was to pro- 
tect Parliament against the Crown, and 
such officials as Judges and others receiving 
pay were certainly not persons to be admit- 
ted as members. | No person who was re- 
ceiving pay could be reasonably supposed 
to exercise the same amount of indepen- 
dence as another person, (hear, hear.) But 
that didn’t apply: to a person simply hold- 
He had fore- 
borne to refer to taunts thrown out, which 
were certainly uncalled for, as to his (Hon. 
Mr. Wood’s) not being a member of the 
Reform party. He would. say that he re- 
presented as intelligent. a constituency as 
any. ,He was prepared to meet the hon. 
member, at any general election and go be- 
fore people who. were judges of these mat- 


ters, and to see which, was, considered the 


best Reformer, (hear, hear.) There were 
certain gentlemen who took upon them- 
selves as being the Reform party, and all 
who dissented from them were ostracised 
from the party; but the hon. gentleman 
would find that it was a poor way to build 
up.a party, for it would be a party of one. 
He professed himself to be a leader of the 
Reform. party—(laughter)—he was pre- 
pared to take the stand of the Reform 
party in 1864, and up to the last election, 
viz.: that the old party differences which 
the hon. gentleman could not forget should 
be all swept away, and he would tell him 
that members of that House would put 
them aside and forget them in their sole 
endeavours to do right. . Such was the po- 
sition taken by the leader of the Reform 
party, who had declared the work of Con- 
federation, in which they were engaged, as 
that which would afford. a spectacle which 
all nations on the earth might look on with 
surprise and admiration—that one of the 
chief objects to be. gained by a union of 
the Provinces was: to blot out old party 
feuds and old party cries, (hear, hear.) As 
soon, however as that scheme was accom- 
plished, on, paper, a cry, was raised that 
every person was to revert to his in statu 
quo, but such a thing was. never dreamed 
of at the time the Coalition was formed in 
1864. Not one hint. of any such procedure 
was let drop during the long and almost 
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never ending debate on the Quebec Reso- 
lutions, and since it wasnever dreamed of, 
it was absolutely base and dishonest to re- 
vive and attempt to galvanize with life the 
dead and effete issues of the past. Such was 
the view taken of this matter by the great 
body of the Reformers and Conservatives 
at the last election, though undoubtedly 
there were some who clung to old issues 
because they saw in them a means of ob- 
taining power. They said that having got 
the Conservatives under their power, by 
means of Confederation—a position to 
which they had never attained tor some fit- 
teen years—they would now use the power 
Confederation had given them, to raise 
the old party issues and cries, and by this 
means shut out the Conservatives from all 
participation in the Government of the 
country, (no, and cheers.) He went hon- 
estly into the Coalition of parties, and 
should still act honestly on it. He was 
prepared to go to the country on it, and 
believed that five out of six in the country 
would support him, (cheers.) 

Mr. BLANCHET believed this subject 
had lost considerably its interest 
in the public mind. People did not feel 
it as a grievance, and if they did, a reme- 
dy was in their own hands. Nota single 
petition had been presented either to this 
House or the Quebec Legislature in favour 
of the abolition of dual representation, 
which was a strong proof that the people 
did not regard it as an evil. Besides if a 
remedy was demanded the Local Legisla- 
ture would be the proper place to deal 
with the question. He advised the 
hon, gentleman who introduced the Bill 
to turn his great abilities to some other 
subject on which people feel a deeper in- 
terest, on some real grievance under 
which the people suffered. 

Mr. BEATY was opposed to the princi- 
ple of the Bill, because it restricted the 
rights an! privileges of the electors. 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN had voted on two 
previous occasions for a six months hoist 
of asimilar Bill. Experience since that, 
had led him to modify his views some- 
what. The benefits he had anticipated 
from dual representation had not been 
realized, but many of the evils apprehended 
had arisen. Nevertheless he believed the 
people themselves in the several consti- 
tuencies were the best jndges on this 
question. On that ground, and that alone, 
he would vote against the Bill. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he was not 
prepared to vote for the continuance of 
the present system. He would vote 
against the six months’ hoist in order to 
get the Bill into committee, so that it 
might be amended in accordance with the 
principle of the legislation of Ontario on 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 
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that subject. He did not desire to see 
people restricted as to their choice of re- 
presentatives, except so far as regards the 
members of Local Governments. He 
thought they should be disqualified from 
sitting in this House, and that also the 
Local Legislatures should disqualify mem- 
bers of the Dominion Government from 
sitting in their Houses. Onthese grounds 
he would vote for the second reading of 
the Bill. 


Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew) 
rose to make some personal explanations. 
He said that he thought the ‘!ouse would 
see that there was a diffierence between 
his voting against duel representation and 
his availing himself of it when it was law. 
Some years ago when the opposing parties 
were evenly balanced, when the whole 
fate of the party might be changed by the 
election or non-election of a single member, 
one of theseparties would not have been 
blamed for availing itself of the duel law, 
even ifit had been opposed to the princi- 
ple. He considered that no objection 
should be taken now, any more than there 
then would have been. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) thought the 
ground had been very fully gone qver and 
said that any objection that could be urged 
against the measure had been stated. 
He had expected to hear a voice from the 
Ministerial Benches on the subject of a 
change of such importance which might, if 
carried, deprive them of the able services of 
the hon, Minister of Militia. In the absence 
of any statemént from the Ministry, he 
could notdo otherwise than suppose that 
they accepted the measure (laughter).— 
He thought that the member for West To- 
ronto had treated the House rather caval- 
ierly in moving the six months hoist in- 
stead of trying to argue the question. He 
could not characterize the statements of 
that gentleman as arguments. They were 
merely platitudes. He (Mr. Harrison) had 
acknowledged his objection to placemen. 
Now what he (Mr. Cameron) understood as 
placemen was that they were men who 
were in receipt of remuneration, or were in 
some way in the employment of, and under 
the Government. If the hon. member 
would look in front of him and behind 
him, on his right and on_ his left he would 
see placemen. There were five members 
sitting beside him who held seats in the 
Legislature of Quebec, and were there sit- 
ting on the Treasury Benches. According 
to the hon. gentleman’s own statement 
these gentlemen should be got rid of. . 
There were many other arguments on the 
subject, but they had all been gone over 
before and had been discussed by the 
member for Bothwell. He (Mr. Cameron) 
had been disposed to tackle some of the 
extraordinary statements made by the 
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hon. member for Brant, but did not wish to 
turn the House into a place for debating 
parish politics. The hon. member for 
Cornwall had recognized in his own Par- 
liament the principles of the Bill. 


Hon. J. SANDFIELD MACDONALD—No 
no. 

iir. CAMERON insisted that he had, 
because the fact of his enacting that the 
members sitting on the Treasury Benches 
should not occupy seats in the Local 
House was an acknowledgment of the cor- 
rectness of the principle of the measure. 


Mr. CHIPMAWN said he was opposed to 
Dual Representation. The tendency being 
mischievous in the House of Commons, 
and as certain hon. gentlemen in the Pro 
vinces of Ontario and Qubec are now hold- 
ing seats in both Parliaments, Local, as 
well as tlie House of Commons-—it was un- 
fair to the Provinces of New Brunswick 
and Nova Scotia, both of which had passed 
a prohibitory law. The hon. gentleman 
the member for Cumberland when Premier 
in the Province of Nova Scotia passed said 
law, and as he was now in his place he 
would have an opportunity to confirm his 
opinion at that time by supporting the pre- 
sent Bill. We have no right to interfere 
with the Local Parliaments in this matter. 
But were bound to decide against Dual 
Representation by passing said Bill. 

Mr. STEPHENSON thought that Onta- 
rio atany rate should be proud of the 
men who held seats in this House under 
the dual system. They were considered 
the ablest and cleverest men in the Pro- 
vince. He thought it should be left to the 
people themselves to say whether or not 
one man should sit in both Houses. 
He believed his constituency quite intelli- 
gent enough to decide this. He was sorry 
to see the question taken up as a party 
one, but if this were done he thought the 
Retorm party ought to be very well satis- 
fied with the present system, as it evident- 
ly lost nothing by it.. He did not wish to 
strangle the Bill in its infancy, but as the 
measure had been up several times al- 
ready, he thought it ought to be disposed 
of at once. He thought it was quite time 
enough to take some action in the matter 
when petitions asking for it were sent in 
by the people who exercise the franchise. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) would 
support the Billso far as to send it toa 
committee that the Act might be made 
tbe same as the Act passed in the Ontario 
Legislature. / 

Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER was glad 
to find thit his hon. friend, the mentber 
for Bothwell, was such a great logician, 
but he was surpriséd that so greaf a logi- 
cian was still dégirous of attaining: le grent 
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ideas through the Federal Parliament 
when they should be attained through the 
Provincial Legislatures. The measure, as 
the hon. member presented it, was incom- 
plete. He (Sir George) would point out 
the way by which the hon. gentleman 
could obtain what he desired. It was, to 
have the legislation he desired enacted by 
the Provincial Legislatures. The Federal 
Parliament ought not to take the initiative 
in this matter because it had not sufficient 
power, while the Confederation Act gave 
Local Legislatures enough power to deal 
with it completely. He hoped his hon. 
friend would take this view of the matter 
and not again disturb the House. He 
begged his pardon for the use of the words 
not Parliamentary, for he was sure the 
House delighted to listen to so great a lo- 
gician; but he (Sir George) hoped his hon. 
friend would bear in mind that the Legis- 
latures of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
had taken the matter up, and it was for 
Ontario and Quebec to do something. He 
did not think it would be proper for the 
Dominion Parliament to pass an Act re- 
garding this question. 


Mr. JONES (North Leeds) had noticed 
that a very strong feeling had grown up in 
Ontario jn opposition to dual representa- 
tion. He thought the Bill was worthy of 
more courteous treatment than proposed, 
and he would vote for sending it to the 
committee. 


Dr. GRANT had listened with’ a 
considerable degree of pleasure to thé la 
conic and theoretical speech of thé hon. 
member for Bothwell. He had traced the 
various systems of election fromthe olden 
to the present time, and in fact gave a 
speech of more than ordinary excellence 
in many respects. Still theory was one 
thing and ‘practice another. In a new 
country such as Canada, where we are 
about to construct a great Dominion, much 
practical experience is required to arrange 
and place in good working order the whole 
machinery of Government, so that there 
may be no clashing or interruption to the 
successful working of the entire system. 
Why seek so radical a change in represen- 
tation until’such time as the Confederacy 
has been éntirely completed from the At- 
lantic #0 the Pacific? Under such cir- 


cumstances he could not be  con- 
sidered singular in advocating dual 
representation. Why should the people 


if they consider it best, be deprived of the 
legislative ability, in both the local and 
general Parliaments, of those who for many 
years past have been active, energetic, and 
successful in the Government of this coun- 
try? When everything isin good working 
order, and the people and the local legis- 
laturés have bocome desirous of this changs 
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general acceptation. At present, however, 
he would consider it wise, and prudent to 
let the matter rest until | circumstances 
such as adverted to, ,called for a change, 
therefore he would at present support the 
amendment. ) 


Mr. POPE thought the question ought 
to be dealt with by the Local Legislatures. 


Mr. MILLS replied to the observations 
ofthe hon. members, and reiterated his 
reasons why dual representation acted 
mischievously. He was interrupted by 
clapping. | 

Mr. MACKENZIE hoped, the House 
would not be disgraced by any attempt to 
put down amember, when speaking to a 
question. ; an cE 

Mr. MILLS briefly concluded . his argu- 
ment for the adoption of the Bill. 

Mr. O'CONNOR spoke’ of slashing 
speeches made by the member for West 
Durham in'this House against dual repre- 
sentation. 

Mr. BLAKE said he had not said a word 
about it. 


Mr. O’CONNOR said then it was in the: 


Legislature of Ontario that he (Mr. Blake) 
had’made slashing speeches. The Reform 
party availed itself of dual representation 
where it could, and then declaimed against 
the\ principle. For example, they’ had 
since the last session procured the election 
to this House of the hon member for South 
Renfrew, who was and isa member of the 
Legislature of Ontario also. 


After some further remarks, Mr. Harri- 
sen’s amendment for a six months’ hoist 
was put and carried—82 yeas ; 69 nays. 


DIVISION. 


Yeas.— Abbott, \ Archambault, Ault, 
Beatty’ Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Casault, 
Chamberlin, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Craw- 
ford (Brockyille), - Crawford (Leeds), 
Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gen- 
dron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Har- 
rison,, Heath, Hincks, Holmes, Howe, 
Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Laprom, Law- 
son, Little, Macdonald (Sir John), Mac- 
donald (Lunenburgh), Macdonald (Middle. 
sex), Masson (Terrebonne), McCallum, Mc- 
Carthy, McDougall (Three . Rivers), Me- 
Greevy, McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, 


Morris, Morrison Niagara), Munroe, O’Con- 


nor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, 
Read, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ryan, 
(Montreal), Shanly, Simard, Simpson 
Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Walsh, Webb, 
Willson, Wood, and Wright (Ottawa)—82. 


Dr, Grant, 
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in the representative principle, then such} : 
a change will most likely’ meet with very 
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Nays.--Anglin, Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, 
Bourassa,.', Bowman, Brousseau, Burpee, 
Caldwell, Cameron, (Huron), Carmichael, 
Cheval, Chipman, Coffin, Connell, Coupal, 
Currier, Dorion, Ferris, Forbes, Fortier, 
Galt, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Huntington, 
Jones (Leeds), Killam, Macdonald . (Glen- 
garry), McDonald (Antigonish), Macfar- 
land, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, Mc- 
Dougall (Renfrew), MceMonies, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morrison (Victoria), Oliver, Paquet, : 
Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Ray, Redford, 


Renaud, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. S.), Ross: 
(Wellington), Ryan (King’s), Rymal, 


Seatcherd, Scriver, Smith, Snider, Stirton, , 
Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson, (On- 


| tario), Tremblay, Tupper, Wallace, Wells, 


White, Whitehead, Workman, and. Wright 
(York)—69. 


INTEREST BILL. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) rose to move a sec- 
ond reading of his Bill to limit the rate of 
interest, but it being decided that such 
Bill must be introduced by resolution, 
he explained his views on the subject, and 
said he hoped the Government would con- 
sider favourably the provisions of his Bill 
before bringing down their resolutious on 


| the subject. 


The House then adjourned 
o’clock. 


at ten 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, March 10th, 1870. 


The Speaker took the Chairat the usual 
hour. 


PUBLICATION OF NORTH WEST PAPERS. 


Hon, Mr LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
called the attention of Ministers. to 
the publication of statements from the 
North West Papers, in certain newspa- 
papers, before the sxid papers were laid 
before the House, and thought that the 
House was entitled to be in possession of 
all public accounts and papers before they 
appeared in the press. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL admitted that it 
was the duty of the Government to lay 
papers.on the table of the House’ before 
they were communicated to the press, 
and as a rule, he contended, such 
was the practice, but in the case brought 
under notice by his hon. friend opposite, 
1t was true that newspapers had got pos- 
seslon of important papers in advance of 
the House. He had had conversation with 
his colleagiés onthe matter, but had 
failed to ascertain how the newspapers 
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had obtained possession of the documents; 


it was certainly not through ministers, but 


through some other source. 


Hon: Mr. WILMOT asked if the. papers, 


had not been printed at some newspaper 
office, and might. not the information sup- 
plied’ to the pr ess have been derived from 
thence. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said no ; Mr. Tay- 
lor, who was the Departmental Printer, 
was the proprietor, printer, and publisher 
of a newspaper ; but the papers under no- 
tice had been printed, he believed, at 
Hunter Rose and’ Co., who were working 


out their Parliamentary contract, and this 


firm had not a newspaper. 
J. Re MARTIN - DIVORCE BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
for the relief of Mr. J. R. Martin (Divorce 
Bill,) which. was. read a, first. time, and 
ordered for.a second reading on the ante 
instant. 


PROMISSORY NOTES AND BILLS OF 
EXCHANGE, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 


reading of the Bill relating to Promissor y 


Notes and Bills, of Exchange. | He ex- 
plained that there were not many changes 
contemplated by this Bill on the laws now 
in force, the object was rather to assimi- 
late the laws of the various Provinces, and 
to bring the whole into something like 
conformity with the English common law. 
The law of New Brunswick as it now stood 
provided that if the last day of grace fell 
upon a non-judicial day, then the note 
should be payable on the day preceding, 
but by the law of Canada it would be pay- 
able on the day succeeding, and as it was 
desirable to assimilate, it was proposed to 
make the present Canada,’ Taw provision, 
common. Hethen explained several other 
provisions of the Bill‘and certain modifica- 


tions which he had decided to make at the | 


suggestion of broker sand others. 

Hon. Mr; ‘DICKEY said This isa. Bill 
of a very important character, ‘professing 
as it does to assimilate and consolidate the 
laws relating to negotiable instruments, 
which enter largely into the business of 
every village and settlement: throughout 
the country.. While I approve of the prin- 


ciple of uniformity, there are some general. 


considerations to which | desire to call the 
attention of the hon. mover and. the 
House, and which I think may conveni- 
ently be raised on the second reading. 
he , Hon. Post Master General has set.a 
good example in this report, for he has 
touched all the leading features and gone 
into most of the clauses ofthe Bill. “yee 
first’ point’ relates ‘to the clauses which I 
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deem unnecessary, and thé next td those ” 


whether this.is not too stringent, 
Jand, until. 1821, it had been supposed that 


mere notice is given, 
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which require amendment. By presenting 
these objections at the present stage we 
shall be able to consider the matter more 
intelligently in Committee, and we all 
know how inconvenient and ‘unsatisfac tory 
it has been found to start these views for 
the first time when the clauses are being 
passed. Now I consider unnecessary all 
those clauses in the first’ part of the Bill 


‘which relate to the nature of a negotiable 


instrument, the necessity for a considera. 
tion’ expressed, the presentment on judi- 
cial days, the number of days of grace, and 
the absence of days of grace* on: a’ note 
payable on demand. On all these points 


| the law is, and long has been, per fectly set- 
tled, and. why ‘unsettle it, by inserting 


these provisions and leaving out others 
equally necessary, the absence. of which 
may lead.to Jlitigation?, The Hon. Post 
Master General told us that this Bill was 
not supposed ‘to contain all the law upon 
Bills.of Exchange and, Promissory ; Notes, 


and to retain these clauses would only lead). 


to uncertainty and confusion: Then clause: 
8 provides that every note or bill. payable 
atia particular place must be presented at 
that place. It is worthy of consideration 
In Eng- 


presentation at the place: was, not indis- 
pensable,,,and there was. a decision of the 
King’s Bench to’ this effect ;, but the judg- 
ment, of the House: of Lords reversing this 


decision established. the contrary doctrine.;, | 


Parhament,then stepped in with a law de- 
claring, that, unless the words, ‘/and not 
elsewhere,” were ‘added, it. was not: obli- 
gatory, on the ;holder to,present ‘at: the 
particular place. It seems to me we can-, 
not do better than, follow our great.exem- :| 
plar, Great Britain, the nation haying the 
largest commercial business in the world. 
Again, as to the necessity for protest of 
Inland Bills., In the United States, Eng- 
land, France, and, I believe, every nation 
of ‘Burope, “except, Russia, it is not neces- 
sary to go through. the form and expense 
of protest, A simple notice ofnon-accept- 
ance or non-payment is sufficient. I quite 
admit that the 12th section is optional in 


‘its strict phraseology, but the words ‘‘ may 


be protested” are followed by directions 
how to collect in such a case, and as there 
is no similar provision for cases where a 
it leaves a doubt 
about the remédy, and most persons would 
understand that the clause was practically 
obligatory. When the House considers 
the scant number of notaries, the unfitness 
of Justices of the Peace in many such set- 
tlements, and the loss which might occur 
in consequence of a mistake of these func- 
tionaries, it must be admitted that it 
|wvould not be desirable to legislate in that 
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direction. In England, so long ago as the 
reign of Queen Anne, a law was passed 
inhibiting all protests of bills under £5 
stg., and if this clause is retained I trust 
it may be made to conform to the English 
practice by rendering unnecessary a pro- 
test of any bill or note under $25. ‘The 
Hon. Post Master General has explained 
the additions which he proposes to submit, 
to the 29th, or Limitation of Action clause, 
but it seems to me it would be better to 
strike it out altogether. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The limitation 
in Quebec is five years, and in the other 
Provinces six years, and the object is to 
make these uniform. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I have no objection 
to uniformity where it is necessary, but 
the only effect of leaving out the clause 
would pe to leave the Statute of Limita- 
tions as it stands in the several Provinces, 
on notes and bills, just as on other con- 
tracts. Recurring to the question of ex- 
pense, in Nova Scotia we have no Sched- 
ule of Fees; in Quebec the charge for 
protesting is $1, and for notice 50 cents; 
in Ontario 50 cents and 25 cents respect- 
ively, and it is most desirable these should 
be made uniform. In Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick the laws of the two Pro- 
vinces on negotiable instruments could be 
printed ona page of foolscap. We have 
thought it better not to legislate on points 
where the lex mercatoria of England and 
the United States were in accord with our 
own usage since the early settlement of 
the country, and I trust the Government 
will consent to restrict the provisions of 
this Bill to whatever is absolutely neces- 
sary on the one hand, and on the other to 
carry out the principle of uniformity 
throughout the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said the Bill would 
probably affect the law of Lower Canada 
as much as that of any other Province. It 
was well known the law in that Province 
was peculiar, and they could not there go 
back to English common law for first prin- 
ciples. It was possible, therefore, that if 
great caution were not exercised the results 
might be most mischievous to his Pro- 
vince. The limitation of action on prom- 
issory notes, in the Province of Quebec, is 
five years, and by this Bill it is fixed at six. 
It will be necessary to provide that notes 
already prescribed in the Province of Que- 
bec be not revived by this Bill. Underthe 
law as existing in the Province of Quebec, 
the limitation is an absolute bar to an ac- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY father approved of 
the scope of the Bill, for it was calculated 
to secure uniformity of commercial law, 
and that was no doubt desirable. 
‘There was now more business done be: 


ffon: Mr, Dickey: 
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tween Halifax and Quebec and Montreal 
and Toronto than formerly, and to facili- 
tate business 1t was necessary to have the 
same law in one of the places as in the 
other. In Nova Scotia the mercantile law 
was practically the common law of England, 
composed of the decisions of the Superior 
Courts of that country. | 

Hon. Mr. McMASTER briefly urged the 
importance of having the laws of the Pro- 
vinces uniform. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said in Lower Canada they had common 
law based on old French law, but he 
thought it desirable that it should be 
brought as nearly as possible into harmony 
with English common law, just as the crim- 
inal laws had been partially assimilated to 
the English criminal law, inasmuch as it 
refers to the commercial law of this Do- 
minien. 

After some remarks from the Hon. Mr. 
SIMPSON the Bill was read a second time, 
and its committal was fixed for Monday 
next. 


OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved the second 
reading of the Bill, ‘‘ An Act respecting 
official assignees appointed under the In- 
solvent Act of 1864,” and briefly explained 
that it was to remove all doubt as to the 
legality of certain appointments made in 
districts remote from towns in which there 
were Boards of Trade. The Bill was read 
a second time, 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 10th, 1870. 
The Speaker took the chair at 3:15. 


PETITIONS RESPECTING THE CURRENCY. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented an appli- 

cation to be allowed to present a copy of 
a petition received by telegraph from the 
Bankers, Merchants, and others, in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, respecting Currency. He saw 
no objection to this, owing to the distance. 
Mr. MACKENZIE opposedit from the 
danger of the country being flooded with 
forgeries on certain occasions. 
Hon. Mr. DORION said, it was desirable - 
to have the views of Nova Scotia presen- 
ted to the House, and this could be ob- 
tained by printing and distributing the 
petition before presenting it. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that the 
hon, meniber should himself sign, atid havé 
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presented, a petition reciting the contents 
of the petition received by telegraph. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER agreed to this. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from the Board of Trade of Montreal 
against any change in the Currency, 
till steps could be taken to obviate the 
evils arising from such change, 


PATENT LAW. 


Mr. RYAN presented a petition from 
Charles Leggeand others for a more liber- 
al Patent Law ; and from manufacturers, 
Mechanics , Inventors and others fora 
Patent Law similar to that of the mother 
country, or one to grant patents to in- 
ventors alone, irrespective of nationality 
or residence, on condition of continuous 
operation of manufacture in the Domin- 
ion. 


PRINTING AND REPORTING COMMITTEE. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented a report 
in part from the Printing and Reporting 
Committee. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said they had no pow- 
er to report from time to time. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER made a motion to 
report from time to time.—Carried. 


The report was simply to ask that a joint 
committee be formed with the Senate, 
which was moved for and carried. 


LIBRARY REPORT. 


Mr. BLANCHET presented the Library 
Report as to insufficient accommodation, 
and recommending the completion of the 
new Library with all possible dispatch. 


Mr. BLANCHET said the Library was 
composed of 70,000 volumes worth £50,000. 
The books were every day exposed to in- 
jury from heat and rain, so much so that 
the books had occasionally to be moved to 
a place of safety. It was also exposed to 
fire, from the shelves being all wood. If 
the Parliament has to stay here they should 
complete the library, and if not to stay, a 
temporary place should be put up for safe- 
ty and convenience. The Government 
should this year ask for a grant for the 
purpose. 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN supported the pro- 
posal of Mr. Blanchet, and urged the 
danger that existed, the damage already 
done, and the necessity for classification. 
He trusted the matter would be forced 
upon the attention of the Government by 

the House. 

Mr. SCATCHERD said there were impor- 
tant improvements required by the public 
at large that ought to be commenced 
vather than expend a large sum of money 
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in the completion of the library. He 
thought the complaints might be obviated 
at a comparatively small expense, he be- 
lieved the library contained a large num. 
ber of books of no public importance, that 
ought to be disposed of. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said if the seat of 
Government were to remain here, it was 
obvious that the buildings must be made 
suitable. The temporary intrusion of rain 
was due to the style of the building, 
which, however suitable for a Gothic mon- 
astery, was scarcely suitable for their pur- 
pose. The question as tothe class of 
books ought to be considered, whether 
they were to be the foundation of a great 
national library, or simply for such books 
as would be useful for references, as was 
the case inGreat Britain and in the Pro- 
vince of Ontario. Anational library might 
come up byand by. He did not believe 
that the works could be completed on the 
scale originally contemplated by the Gov- 
ernment, the walls would not bear the 
weight, and he thought that the building 
might be finished ina cheap and substan: 
tial manner. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Govern- 
ment were fully aware of the difficulty of 
completing the library according to the 
original intention, but when the estimates 
came down he would be prepared to explain 
the intentions of the Government. 


MONTREAL AND CHAMPLAIN RAILWAY. 


Mr. SCRIVER introduced a Bill to in. 
corporate the Montreal and Champlain 
Railway. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE. 


The Public Accounts Committee sub- 
mitted their second report. 


ST. FRANCIS AND MEGANTIC INTERNA- 
TIONAL RAILWAY COMPANY. 


Mr. POPE introduced a Bill to incorpor- 
ate the St. Francis and Megantic Interna- 
tional Railway Company. 


PUBLICATION OF RED RIVER PAPERS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to the 
fact,that anewspaper had published theRed 
River papers, including the names of par- 
ties which the Select Committee, to which 
these papers had been referred, had 
thought advisable to strike out. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
his attention had been called to the mat- 
ter by the member for Chateauguay last 
night, and he regretted very much to see 
it. It was intended to inquire into the 
matter! 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said he was always de- 
sirous of extending’ information to the 
press, but public newspapers should ‘have 
the same regard to public ‘interest as the 
House was bound to have. The Commit- 
tee on the Privileges of Parliament, he’ 
thought, was the proper Committee to re- 
fer the matter to. 


Hon. Sir JOHN. A. MACDONALD. re- 
marked. that perhaps the writers of the 
letters in question: had furnished them to 
the press. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the bits 
cial Committee to which these papers were 
referred, should, in the meantime, be held: 
responsible for this’ serious’ breach of pri- 
vilege. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE thought the only way 
the papers could have got out,was through 
the gentleman who figured 0 largely ‘in 
them. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS pointed out, that it 
was evident that the papers had been ob- 
tained from extraneous sources, as certain 
portions thereof, which had been published 
by the newspapers, had been struck out 
by the Select Committee, before being sent 
to the printer. 


Hon... Sir JOHN. A... MACDONALD 
moved, seconded by Mr, Mackenzie, that 
the Special Committee to which the North 
West papers were referred be revived, and 
enquire into the improper publication of 
the papers.—Carried. , 


SICK AND DISTRESSED MARINERS. 

On the motion of the Hon. Sir John A. 
Macdonald, the House went into Commit-. 
tee on the Billto amend. the, Act respec- 
ting the treatment of sick and distressed 
mariners, and passed all the clauses, and 
reported concurrence to-morrow. 


ELECTION LAW. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD 
moved the second, reading: of the Bill 
respecting the election of members of the 
House of Commons. He pointed. out the 
importance of having a uniform law on 
this subject throughout: the Dominion. In 
assimilating the laws of the different Prov- 
inces ‘he had considered how far the quali- 
fication of voters, which was the most im- 
portant portion of the law, ‘should be ex- 
tended, and‘he thought the Biil would» be 
found liberal on this subject:  Sinee 
1856 the qualification of » voters '» dn 
the late Provinee of Canada had been 
regulated by. assessmentlists.. The Assess- 
ment Laws were different in the different 
Provinces, and if the -qualification were 
now tobe regulated by assessments the 


vesult would be a different, standard, of | in the Lower Provinces public officers were 


Mr, Mackenzie. 
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qualification in’ the different ‘Provinces. 
Besides, it would give Local ‘Legislatures 
power to control the: qualification of elec- 
tors for this House, which of course was 


out of the question. For these reasons the - 
necessity of a, uniform law on this subject... 
The, hon. gentleman, then 

went on to explain the provisions of. the, 


was Obvious. 


Bill. With reference to the provision that 
parties having annual incomes of $400 
should have a vote, he explained that it 
did not apply to day labourers, who might 
as a matter of fact earn $400 in a year. It 


was not the intention of the Bill'to give 


votes to such parties, because they had: no 
abiding: interest in the country. » In order 
to make this pertectly clear he proposed 


to annex the clause in committee to some- 
thing like this: 


That every party entitled 
to vote must be ‘a resident of an electoral 
district for one year, and be in receipt of.a 
bona fide income for one year. 


Mr. MILLS asked what would be the ef- 
fect upon the: qualification of electors, in 


case of an incorporated town PORREAG OHNE 


its charter. 


Hon, ‘Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
if the town should cease to be incorpor- 
ated of course the qualification would, be 
affected accordingly; but. he was not 
aware of any such case happening in Can- 
ada. 


Mr. MILLS pointed out that. in such a 
| case the qualitication would be dependent 


upon the Local Legislatures. 


Mr. HARRISON called attention, to an 
anomaly in the Bill. Jt was’ apparently the 
object of the Bill that landlords and ten- 
ants should vote in respect of the same 
property. But in’ cities we sometimes find 
property of the actual value of not more 


than $200, and yet producing an annual 
so that in such’cases the | 
tenant would have a vote while his land-| 
| lord would have none. 


rental: of $30: 


Hon. Sir: JOHN ‘A, MACDONALD next 


referred to the clauses relating to those — 


who shall not vote. It would be seen that 
the Bill permitted officers of the Crown to 
vote, excepting Judges. 
on the principle that those parties in 
whom the Government of the day had suf- 
ficient confidence to select them for posts 
of duty, should not thereby be disqualified. 


But with respect to judges, so many cases 


connected with elections came before them 
for ‘trial, that they should be kept alto- 
gether clear of any imputation being cast 
upon ‘their official impartiality, which 
might be done were they allowed. to vote: 
“i hat was the reason why, the Government 
had drawn a distinction between. the 
Judges and the public officers, Besides, 
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qualified to vote, and in assimilating the 
laws it was advisable to extend the fran- 
chise as much as possible rather than re- 
strict it. 


Mr. FERGUSON asked a question, in 
reference to large villages. | 


Hon, Sir. JOHN. A. MACDONALD ask: 
ed. him to allow the question to stand over 
until the Bill went into Committee. It 
was his intention to ask the second 
reading.of the Bill to-night, and then the 
House, haying approved of the principle 
contained in it, he would have it put on 
the paper every Government day, and con- 
sidered in extenso whenever. an opportuni- 
ty afforded. This. would: probably last 
till near the end of the session... He: did 
not. think the Senate would take long: to 
consider it, as of course it. had no :refer- 
ence to that House. In. reference to the 
proposed Board of Registration; he 
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said that the first object in an Election Bill 


was, to obtain a correct and reliable voters 
list.. This was impossible in the assessment 
list, which merely showed the amount of 
assessment, fixed on property. He said 
that the plan adopted was the best that 
could be tried, and explained the mode of 
operation. This. Board of Registrars was 
to be appointed by the Government im- 
mediately | after the passage’ of 
this .Act.. They were to be sworn and to 
proceed at once to hold meetings and by 
every means | in.... their. power 
to;, discover and. complete a cor. 
rect, list. This list was. then to be de- 
posited in some place. where | everyone 
could have access to it. The Board is. af- 
ter the expiration of a month to hold a 
second meeting, and is. empowered to 
swear persons, to hear objections, and to 
adjourn from time to time until they pre- 
pare what they consider a correct list, and 
to which they swear. This lst is then to 
be deposited with the County. Judge or 
revising officer, who is to hear appeals ; 
and finally on a given day to settle the list 
of voters...This plan he thought might 
be fully depended upon to afford a cor 
rect voters list. for 1870, ready for any- 
elections that mighttake place. In en- 
suing years there is to. be no subsequent 
Board... The initiatory process would be 
somewhat expensive, but he thought that 
all expense would be fully repaid by show- 
ing correctly who were the composers of 
the great body of electors of. the ‘county. 
He said, the lists for the following years 
were to be prepared by the County Judge, 
who. is. empowered to make. all 
necessary. enquiries and. alterations, 
He.then explained the necessity that ex- 
isted in. Nova Scotia for the appointment 
of. a, Revising Barrister, there, being no 
Ceunty . Judges there, as in. the, Upper 
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Province. It'had been, he said; under 
consideration: to.do away ‘entirely with ‘the 
nomination’ days, but it: was decided to: 
keep up' the ‘old system of appointing a 
day’ on which the candidates might show 
themselves, and explain their views ‘to the 
public. It had been decided also ‘to ‘have’ 
only one days polling.» uc poanal avery 
Hon. Mr. E. B, WOOD suggested Having’ 
all the elections on one and the same day. 
Hon: Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD had 
thought of that, but had decided not to do’ 
so, as the country would then be deprived 
of the able and eloquent services on thesé 
occasions of ‘the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton. [laughter]. | Fiemaah 
Mr. MACK ENZIJE-—I will engage to stay 
at home if you make the elections, take 
place on.one and the same day: [Hear, 
hear]. You tried to keep me at home, last 
year, but did not succeed. Ape 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said: it, : 
would. be a great boon, to have the hon. 
gentleman, stay. at’ home, but as. there » 
were. several Richmonds on the teld. in», 
the . time of Richard the third, so. in this 
time ,there: might probably ‘be several. 
MeKenzies,.or, McKellars. dive, 
Mr. MACKENZIE—Or Macdonalds. 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. said 
he had been onthe field at West Dur- 
ham, but withoutavail. He then proceed- | 
ed to explain the further provisions of the 
Bill, which couldbe more minutely dis- 
cussed when the House was in Committee. 


Mr. BLAKE said they must all feel 
gratified at the full statement of the ‘pro- 
visions of this Bill,, and at the invitation 
which had been extended to them: to con- 
sider it in a spirit they must consider it in, 
and also the intention of the Government 
to give due consideration to any sugges- 
tions that might come from any quarter of 
the House with respect to: the measure. 
As to the necessity ofan election law they 
were all agreed, and he supposed that no 
member, however opposed he might be to 
the details of the - Bill, would not oppose 
its second reading; but it would be conve- 
nient to have a discussion’ at some length 
upon the second reading, in order to devel- 
op the views of various “members. He 
considered the provision ;} that unless ten- 
ants in rural districts had a written lease 
for five years, was. eminently unsatisfacto- 
ry; and would disfranchise a very intel 
gent class of tenant farmers, who were now 
fortunately rapidly increasing, in the’ Pro- 
vince of Ontario at any rate. Many far- 
mers were indisposed to place their farms 
out of their control for any such period as 
five years, and tenancies were generally 
from year to year, though often held fora 
very long time: The country had suffered 
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for lack of capital to work farms properly, 
and it was better for a man, instead of in- 
vesting all his money in land, to purchase 
stock and implements of the best kind, 
and to rent land, and these men deserved 
to be encouraged and not deprived of the 
franchise altogether, because they did not 
have leases for five years. ‘The hon. gentle- 
man had said that the election law, as re- 
considered, was very much popularized, 
but he (Mr. Blake) considered some of the 
alterations were of a very different charac- 
ter. The Act now provided that any per- 
son who had mortgaged his farm for a few 
dollars would be disfranchised, and any 
man who held property in trust was not 
entitled to use the franchise. Turning 
again to another class of persons, those who 
held property under contracts of purchase. 
The hon. gentleman had said that those 
who had contracts of purchase from the 
Crown could vote, but those who had con- 
tracts of purchase from private individuals 
are not to be entitled to vote. Now what 
was the difference between these two 
classes of persons? The difference was, 
that in a contract with the Crown you 
could compel a conveyance, but in a con- 
tract with an individual you could not 
compelaconveyance. The custom of the 
country was to delay a conveyance until 
the whole or avery large amount of the 
purchase money was paid, and by this Act 
a large class of persons would be debarred 
from the right of franchise.’ He now came 
to Crown Lands, and referred to the sys- 
tem of free grants in Ontario, and held 
that those settlers who did not pay money 
for their land had just as much interest in 
the country as those who did, and had as 
much right to vote. It would be a great 
blow and discouragement to emigration 
and to the system of emigration they were 
endeavoring to carry on in the Province of 
Ontario, if an emigrant were told he did 
not stand in the position of a man next to 
him who had bought land from the 
Crown, and that he was to be deprived of 
the franchise because he came in gratui- 
tously. -It had been made sufficiently ob- 
vious, although not by any means so obvi- 
ous as it would be betore the close of the 
discussion, what difficulties presented 
themselves in the task which the hon. 
gentleman had laid before them. ‘The 
hon. gentleman had been obliged to ae- 
knowledge there were difficulties with ro- 
spect to his proposal to found a system of 
representation based upon property while 
the laws regulating property were not un- 
der our control. It was quite evident that 
villages would grow into towns, or towns 
degenerate into villages, and the fran- 
chise would be altéred accordingly by 
this new Act, unless we provided a 
sliding scale or pass ® separate Act 
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for each separate occasion required. Refer- 
ring to the system of getting at lists, he 
(Mr. Blake) said, the hon. gentleman*pro- 
posed that every constituency of this great 
country, should be settled by men receiy- 
ing their appointment from the Govern- 
ment of the day. He thought the hon. 
gentleman had not needlessly eulogized 
upon the importance and difficulty of the 
task, for there never had been a more diff_i- 
cult task attempted, and these difficulties 
were interposed by the system of the hon. 
gentleman. These men would have great 
power in the making of these lists; which 
were to represent a constituency, though 
it was time there were revisors to be ap- 
pointed. The result would be that the 
next general election would depend upon 
the manner in which these men discharged 
their duties ; and this House would not 
listen to any proposal by which the Gov- 
ernment would have the appointing of 
men to make its lists of the constituencies 
for the next appeal to the country. The 
English system of revising barristers should 
be adopted. The hon. gentleman had con- 
tended there was danger from political 
partizanship, if local assessors were ap- 
pointed, but he (Mr. Blake) did not see 
any danger from this. The judges of su- 
perior and inferior courts who were re- 
sponsible men, should be made revisors. 
He then went on to say that the hon. gen- 
tleman had adopted the English system 
where most convenient for his own pur- 
poses; but where it was not, he had said 
circumstances were different and the Eng- 
lish mode would not do in this country. 
He saw no difficulty in providing by law 
that aman should perform certain func- 
tions, and be liable to certain penalties if 
he did not perform them, and in this way 
obviate the difficulty the Minister of Justice 
believed to exist. Anolher objection he 
had to this Bill was its expensive charac- 
ter. There were to be three officers ap- 
pointed to every constituency, making in 
all 550 officers; add to their salaries the 
expenses of witnesses, expenses connected 
with preparing the lists, and other expenses 
which must be incurred under this Bill, 
and the result, if footed up, would make 
a total that would stagger the House. . But 
the Bill was equally expensive to those who 
exercised the franchise. It provided fora 
different system of registration from that 
required for election to the Local Legisla- 
tures, anda much more difficult and intri- 
cate system, which,'if properly carried out, 
would devolve a great deal of trouble upon 
electors, and if not properly carried out, 
the elections would not correctly reflect 
the sentiments of the electors. He did not 
approve ofan addition the Minister of Fi- 
nance had proposed to add to the clause 
respecting income as a basis of qualifiea- 
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tion, as it would practically annul the 
clause. The provision allowing officers of 
the Crown to vote, was dangerous in the 
extreme. In this respect, as in others, the 
Bill tended to concentrate power in the 
Government, and diminished the penalties 
for infraction of the law. 


It being six o’clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 
ELECTION LAW. 


Mr. BLAKE resumed his argument on 
the election law. He said the proposed 
change by which public officers were al- 
lowed to vote was justified by the example 
of Nova Scotia, in which that law existed. 
He had heard a curious commentary on 
the working of the Act from some of the 
representatives of that Province, that the 
continuance of the officers depended on 
the result of the elections, and if the Gov- 
ernment were not successful, they were 
changed for other officers. 
holding one of the highest judicial posi- 
tions there had said that the officers were 
at liberty to vote for the Government of 
the day, but not tovote against it. It 
was an admirable rule, and easily adminis- 
tered, but he was sure the good sense of 
the House would frown down such 4n at- 
tempt, and would relieve these gentlemen 
of the obligation of voting, and thereby 
running the risk of dismissal. He wished 
to correct a possible misapprehension as to 
what he had said with respect to giving 
the right of voting to those who, he held, 
laid under a contract of purchase. It was 
no new thing, as the same right had been 
enjoyed by those who held land, not 
even under contract. He had 
endeavoured to go over’ slightly, what 
he conceived: to be the more glaring 
defects of the Act, some of which were not 
remediable except by a radical change in 
the measure,.and some were remediable. 
The new system involved in effect the 
control of the elections by Governments, 
oy the appointment of the officers charged 
with the duty of making up the lists. 
They were also told that the change was 
necessary for the sake of uniformity of the 
franchise in the Dominion, and because 
they had no longer the control of the 
assessment of the lands. As to the al- 
leged necessity for uniformity of the 
franchise, it was for the hon. gentleman to 


show by the light of experience the exist-, 


ence of such necessity. Let him look to 
the experience of the Imperial Parliament, 
ina country in which there was a legislative 
union much closer thanexisted here. The 
franchise was not uniform in England, 
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Scotland and Ireland, but the customs and 
habits of the people were regarded. 
Neither was there uniformity of franchise 
in the United States. The law there was 
such as it was desirable to have here, the 
qualifications for electing to Congress being 
based on the legislation in each State. He 
assumed that this Bill did not propose the 
same uniform system in the district of 
Algoma. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—It 
does. 


Mr. BLAKE—The honourable gentleman 
had passed an election law before, and in 
it the franchise for Algoma was different 
from that of the others. What franchise 
did they intend for the North West territo- 
ry when it was admitted ? Did they intend 
to stretch all on this bed of Procrustes, no 
matter what the condition of the people 
or the habits of the country? ‘The rule 
laid down, as far as he could see, was to 
suit the honourable gentleman’s necessi- 
ties. But the first duty was to see what 
the conditions would be, when Confedera- 
tion was fulfilled, when the Dominion 
would extend from the Atlantic to the Pa- 
cific. Would the Minister of Justice bring 
down a uniform system for all; independent 
of the cu~toms, habits, and laws of the dif- 
ferent communities? He denied that 
there was any necessity. to adopt any uni- 
form rule, and he rejoiced that one of the 
members of the Government—-the Min1s- 
ter of Agriculture and Immigration— 
showed his sentiments. The Act was not 
of a nature to satisfy the people, it would 
satisfy them more were they to adopt tle 
system used by each Province for tie 
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election for the popular legislature. That 
was a plainrule. The people should le 
trusted so far, and until — there 


should be found a necessity for acting. 
There was enough to warrant confidence 
in a scheme of this kind, and there was 
no doubt that the popular legislature 
would adopt the wisest, best, aud most 
suitable rule for each Province. This 
course was not without precedent. It was 
the course adoptedin the neighbouring 
Union, Congress had not given up the 
power of'dealing with the question, But 
the law had been left to each State, and 
during all the trials and vicissitudes to 
which the Union had been exposed, the 
reserved power never required to be ex- 
erted. The rule of uniformity was not 
only unsuitable to the present, but wus 
even more so inthe not distant future of 
the country to which they must look. I5 
could not be carried out without injustice 
to the feelings of the now inhabitants,or of 
the feelings of those who were 
expected to join the Confederation. 
He maintained that by appointing these 
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persons,who may for the time being be the 
Local Assessors, and whose duty it was to 
prepare lists for local elections, todo the 
same duty for general elections, imposing 
on them a penalty in. case. of ; non-perfor- 
mance of it, then the whole of the diffi- 
culty, the Minister of Justice had suggest- 
ed could be obviated in an easy and sim- 
ple manner. He approved heartily of the 
provision, that elections should be held on 
one day; but in connection with | this 
change, there was one serious defect in 
the Bill, and that was, not increasing the 
number of polling:places. It was proposed 
to have no more polling places under the 
system of one day’s polling, than under 
the old system of two days. It :was im- 
possible for this system: to be carried out. 
Experience had conclusively shown, that 
it would be impossible:in: most cases, for 
all voters in a district of 600 electors to 
be polled ‘in’ one day, and therefore in 
confining polling to one day, which was a 
good: provision, the Minister of Justice 
should have increased the number of pol- 
ling places, and he» hoped. before the 
Bill passed, it would be changod 
in this respect. The. Minister 
of Justice had not pretended to advance a 
single argument in favour of allowing 
elections to be held on different.» days. 
There was no good reason why they should 
not be all held:on the same day.» Under 
the present ‘system the . Government 
could exercise considerable. influence on 
elections, by bringing on first elections in 
constituencies favourable to them. » The 
Minister of Justice had done that often. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—At 
the last general election the Globe raised 
a cry that the Government would adopt 
the old corrupt plan of issuing writs first 
for counties favourable to them, and 
challenged the Government to issue a 
writ first for a vural constituency. The 
writ first issued was for a seat now occupied 
by the hon. gentleman for South Ontario. 


. Mr. BLAKE 'was aware ofall that. It 
was necessary to the Government that that 
election should. be. won, and it was won. 
The Government staked their existence 
upon that election, and. won it, and by the 
victory they were enabled to win, other 
constituencies that they would not 
hive’ been  otherwise,. able, ‘to. do. 
He wanted an election law which would 
give no, Government power to exercise 
any such influence upon elections., The 
elections should not be dependent upon the 
result of a contest.in one, or two. constit- 
uencies. ‘The next point he would refer 
to was the property qualification of candi- 
dates. ‘lhe existing law was a farce, and 
it was well known. was frequently evaded. 
Candidates did not require to shew. any 
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property qualification the very text day 
after an election. If there must be a 
property qualification, then it should be 
something real, and which should exist 
dur g tine whole of the term. But he 
preferred to have no property qualifica- 
tion. Electors should be allowed to choose 
any man who was competent to be an elec- 
tor.» . Certainly .the present law might 
keep many a useful man out of Parlia- 
ment, but it would never prevent any man 
from being elected, who should not be 
elected. Withregard to the penalties im- 
posed by this Bill, he thought some of 
them were too small to be effective, others 
were stringent enough, but were ‘useless 
unless provision was made for their strict 
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enforcement. _ He regretted to see 
that the English law, in respect 
ito contested elections and __bri- 
bery, had not been introduced 


into this Bill. Under the present system 
aman might sit and vote in the House for 
three or four sessions, and yet be after- 


wards — declared to. have been 
unduly elected. It was useless to 
talk about the stringency. of _ the 


laws respecting bribery, if there were no 
proper judicial tribunal where cases could 
be tried. Since the introduction. of the 
judicial system into trials of bribery cases 
in England, a greater blow had been struck 
against bribery than by all the numerous 
enactments in the statute book since the 
passage of the Reform Bill. While he did 
not believe the English law was perfect in 
this respect, yet it had been amply proved 
that the principles of the measure were 
sound. His own opinion was that a candi- 
date should be allowed to spend only his 
travelling and printing expenses, which 
should be certified by an official election 
auditor. The member, too, when elected, 

should be called on to take an oath that 
he had not disbursed any money other 
than for those expenses. If that. plan 
were adopted, a great deal would be done 
to prevent briber y and corruption. — Bri- 
bery would be then limited to rare cases 
in which the friends of candidates paid out 
money out of their own pockets witha 
certainty that it could not be returned 
by the candidates. j; In | conclusion, 

he said the system. proposed by 
the Government wag . cumbersome 
expensive, inconvenient and calculated to 
produce dissatisfaction in the different 
Provinces. He earnestly hoped that the 
consideration of the Bill by the House, 
would result in the adoption of some sys- 
tem by which we might signify our con- 

fidence in Local Legislatures, leaving them 
to determine the franchise in each Pro- 
vince, and in other respects improve the 
Bill. If some such changes were not made, 

in the Bill, its passage would not re- 
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dound to the credit of this . country, 
however much it would assist, the hon. 
gentlemen opposite to,,secure a triumph 
at, the next general election (Oppositon 
cheers), ; 


.) Mr. HARRISON said. he could) agree 
with some remarks of the hon. member 
for Durham, but dissented from many of 
them: ‘He believed with ‘him that’ the 
‘measure ‘before the House was a’ most 
important measure, and also thought 
it’‘a most liberal one. The ‘hon gentle- 
man ‘had referred to the details’ of 
the measure. He (Mr. Harrison) had not 
understood the Hon. Minister of Justice to 
say that it was perfect; alterations in de- 
tail could be made in Committee. He had 
stated that under the proposed franchise 
mortgagors would be deprived of their 
votes. “He (Mr. Harrison) thought himself 
‘that the language of the Bill could not bear 
that ‘meaning’; but if there were any real 
doubt about: it, the doubt would be re- 
moved'in Committee. He considered: it 
unjust that aman who had a small mort- 
gage on his property, should be deprived 
of' a vote. ‘The hon. gentleman had re- 
ferred also to another class of persons who 
were excluded from the franchise, namely, 
those who held what were called equitable 
titles. He saw some objections to this, 
but the vote ought not to be given both 
to the legal'and equitable owners of land. 
The vote ought to go to either one or the 
other ofthese persons. The House must 
be careful not to open the door to frauds, 
while’ extending the franchise, we should 
see that persons not entitled to it did 
not obtain it by means of fraud. | He 
thought, that if persons, withan income of 
four hundred dollars were’ to have’ the 
benefit of franchise, that there were many 
persons holding leases for ‘periods, less 
than five years who equally deserved it. In 
reference to the next objection of the 
hon. gentleman he thought, that uniform- 
ity was desirable in all laws where it was 
obtainable ; that the election law should 
have it. as well as any other. If the 
people of Nova Scotia or any other Pro- 
vinee, came, and said, your franchise is 
too high for us, then that would be 
an ‘exceptional ‘case; but: ‘as they 
had. not done so, and there was no 
probability of their so doing, uniformity 
should prevail. The House should not 
place duties upon officers of the Pro- 
vinces, who were paid for performing 
other specific work. He did not know 
of any better system of finding: a uniform 
voters list, than by a Board of, Registra- 
tion. -' Any new system will be attended 
with’ expense. But the ohief expense will 
be at the commencement. ' Assessment 
rolls are not ‘available in some of the Pro- 
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vinces, and even where) available, there. is 


no security for their continuance. » In these 
particulars we, should not. be dependent 
upon, the, Local Legislatures... We want:a 
foundation which will. be permanent, aml 
not liable to be swept from under our feet 
when most needed. | It:is,true that provi- 
sion is made in the Bill, for the Board hay- 
ing access, to. assessment rolls. | But this 
was. only, one of, the’):many.sources from 
which they, were required ;to collect the 
necessary information... The hon. gentile- 
man objected to giving the franchise to 
officers of the Revenue. , Why ? Not be- 
cause of want of intelligence or want of 
interest in the administration of the affairs 
of the country. But because the Govern- 
ment may intermeddle with them. This is a 
poorargument. Why deprive deserving 
men of | the franchise because others 
may. abuse power? , Punish the wrong 
doers, but do not. punish the in- 
hear.) . In, reference to 
the claim of the hon. gentleman to have 
all the,elections on one day, on the ground 
that. the electors might be influenced by 
outside considerations, he (Mr. Harrison) 
said, that. this was a poor compli 
to 
the. intelligence of the electors ; it was 
in. fact, a, slander upon them (hear 
hear). He agreed with what the hon. gen- 
tleman, had said, in reference to bribery. 
It was, however, an evil that could not be 
be kept down by Act of Parliament. 
It cannot be stopped, until public opinion 
becomes thoroughly healthy on the subject. 
He thought the Minister of Justice was 
right, in waiting to see, whether the law. 
now in force in England, as to controverted 
elections, would turn out to be effective, 
before he legislated on the subject here. 
Respecting the statement of the hon. 
member, that it was impossible to poll six 
hundred votes in one day, at one husting, 
hesaid this was a mere matter of detail, to 
be settled in committee. If more polling: 
places. be needed, more polling places 
should be given. He (Mr. Harrison) sup- 
ported the Bill, because it proposed a uni- 
form system as economical ag is consistent 
with efficiency. 


Hon, Mr. ABBOTT thought, the machin-. 
ery of the Bill more cumbrous than was 
necessary; but the question of the fran- 
chise, was more important than the mode 
of establishing, who was to. benefit by 
that. franchise. The point to which 
he wished to refer was, to the restric- 
tions as to those who were to exercise 
the franchise. ,He thought the class of 
tenants. were almost entirely excluded 
from the franchise. There were large 
classes of persons, who were. not  proprie- 
tors, but who, to all intents and purp9- 
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ses, were as fit to exercise the franchise 
as those now possessing it. Insomeofthe 
villages in his constituency ; there were up- 
wards of fifty per cent of the inhabitants, 
who did not hold leases forfive years; but 
merely from year to year. These 
were the tradesmen, storekeepers, and 
sometimes, the professional men of the 
place. He did not think that men, in the 
towns, who paid thirty dollars rent, which 
was probably what a labourer would pay for 
a room, could be compared, as to their fit- 
ness for the franchise, with the trades 
people in the villages, who paid twenty 
dollars. He contended that the £5 rental 
ought to be as good a test in the open 
country as in the villages, and that the 
large class of intelligent men in the 
country, holding property as yearly ten- 
ants, ought to have a right to vote 
as well as the lower class incities. He sug- 
gested an extension of the 4th clause, in 
section ‘ on counties,’’ to make it apply to 
all tenants under yearly leases; for in his 
part of the country, there was no such 
thing, as farm leases for a long period of 
time. He believed it was a good provi- 
sion, that every man should be a resident 
one year before his name was placed on 
the voters’ list, but thought the provisions 
of the Bill, enforcing this element of quali- 
fication, too complicated and too stringent. 
A simple declaration that he should bea 
resident for one year should suffice. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the bill ought to 
be as simple as possible. Either proprie- 
tor, tenant, or occupant ought to have the 
right to vote on a property ofa oertain 
value, as in Ontario, and then there would 
be no other trouble than to obtain the 
value of property. :There should be no 
difference in qualification in town and 
country. In Lower Canada, there were 
very few proprietors worth less than £50, 
and very few proprietors would be disquali- 
tied if qualification was fixed at that amount. 
Qualification should be the same in every 
portion of the Dominion, and should be 
clearly stated. He approved of the provi- 
sion of the Bill, which gave the franchise to 
those who had incomes of $400. This 
would include a large class of persons in 
cities, Who were readers of daily news- 
papers, and intelligent and able to exer- 
cise the privilege of voting. He thought 
men in subordinate positions ought to be 
protected in the exercise of this right, 
in the manner he should point 
out before closing his remarks. The 
system for preparing lists was cumber- 
some, tedious, and very expensive. He 
thought municipal authorities, such as 
Wardens and Councillors, should take lists, 
and appeal could» be made to judges of 
courts in any case where the list had not 
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been properly made out and were com- 
plained of. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said, in Nova Scotia 
the counties were not municipalities, but 
the townships were organized on the New 
England system. There would be no 
difficulty in selecting proper persons to 
take the Census there. 


Hon. Mr. DORION was glad to hear it, 
and was glad to see that voting was to 
take place on one day, which was quite 
sufficient to carry out an election. It was 
said that it was impossible to complete an 
election in one day. He had no doubt 
that it was quite possible, but on condi- 
tion that six hundred votes should not 
be polled at one polling place. From 
daylight in the morning, till five in the 
afternoon, it would be impossible for a 
clerk to take down the names, with the 
interruptions that necessarily occurred in 
ascertaining the name and qualification of 
the voter; and it would be in the power of 
any party, by creating a disturbance out- 
side the poll, to stop the election al- 
together. The numbers at each poll must 
be limited as much as possible. Let the 
number be reduced to from 250 to 300, 
which would be sufficient. Gathering so 
many as six hundred at any one would be 
an occasion for serious disturbance. ‘They 
must know very well that when large 
numbers were gathered from a whole 
township or parish, there was more 
likelihood of a disturbance, than when the 
number of polling places was increased. 
He regretted that when the Government 
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was moving in the way of reform, 
they had not made all the elections 
on one and the same day. They 


would thus obtain a better expression 
of public opinion in the country, and es- 
pecially the free expression of opinion in 
each locality, which would not be influ- 
enced by the result of elections already 
held. In almostevery country, the prin- 
ciple of holding elections on the same day 
had been adopted, or, as in England, with 
only a small interval. By thissystem the 
public was not excited, and the people 
were not disturbed at their occupations 
for long periods. He hoped that suffi- 
cient influence would be -brought to bear 
to secure this change. In Nova Scotia, all 
elections took place on the same day, and 
yet they had not heard of any bad result 
following ; on the contrary, they were 
quite satisfied. The only valid argument 
brought forward was, that a distinguished 
member might lose his election, and would 
have no opportunity of falling back upon 
another constituency. He did not believe 
that any public man, whose services were 
required by the country, would have any 
ditliculty in finding another “constituency, 
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as had been shown wiien public men had 
been defeated, and most prominent public 
men had at one time or another suffered a 
defeat, but always found another constitu- 
ency to elect them. Nomination day ought 
also to be dispensed with, as it only 
caused excitement. Thenames could be 
handed mm to the returning officer in writ- 
ing, so that he could know who 
were the candidates. The nomination day 
was as useless as the declaration day, 
which had been abolished. With regard 
to the mode of voting, whether by open 
voting or by ballot, he knew that great 
differences of opinion existed. In ‘Eng- 
land the ballot had never been adopted, as 
it was considered unmanly, and not accord- 
ing to English system, or practice; yet 
when men can be found, manly enough to 
face:the howling mob, and expose them- 
selves to personal injury, it was strange 
that the very men who held such strong 
opinions, should adopt it in their clubs, 
Banks and every corporation where there 
was no fear of mob rule or violence. 
There was much to be said in favour of 
voting by ballot. New Brunswick had 
adopted the system, and was not inclined 
to recede from it, and this mode had been 
adopted in the large cities of Lower Canada 
as far back as 1845, when, in some most 
riotous elections, several lives having been 
lost, petitions were sent in from all quar- 
ters for a change. It was not exactly secret 
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voting; but its effect was, that vio- 
lence had entirely disappeared. Since 
then no rioting had taken place at 


municipal elections; if the people in Mon- 
treal were asked individually,not one would 
be found willing to resort to open voting. 
But the ballot was more necessary now 
than ever before, as the franchise was being 
extended to large numbers of public 
officers, to whom it wasa mockery to give 
the right to vote if they could only vote 
one way. There was another large class— 
clerks in mercantile houses at $400 a year, 
to whose employers they might as well give 
their votes at once if they were not pro- 
tected by the ballot. The proposal was 
not new; several of the most important 
- British Colonies, such as Victoria, South 
Australia, Tasmania and New Brunswick, all 
peopled by emigrants from the British Isles, 
had adopted the system, and it was not to 
be decried as unmanly. In their position 
in Lower Canada there was an additional 
reason, and those who were not convinced 
before, should have been so by the last 


election. No less than four Bishops had 
come forward to interfere, and_ indi- 
cate to the electors the candidates 


they were to support, and those who 
did not belong to the church to which he 
belonged had no idea of the power of the 
Hierarchy in such matters. If they would 
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not see Lower Canida reduced to 
the level of Spain and Portugal 


they must give Lower Canadians a position 
in which every man would not be subject 
to these influences, as were exerted at the 
last election. He called upon the House 
to give them the ballot if it was desired, 
that a free expression of opinion should 
be obtained in Lower Canada. Already 
five colonies had adopted the system, and 
all the indications pointed to the fact, that 
the same law would soon be on the Statute 
Book of Great Britain. Mr. Gladstone had 
already said he was not strongly opposed 
to the ballot in the present circumstances. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No, 
he said that circumstances might arise, in 
which he would not oppose it. 


Mr. McKENZIE siid the time had arisen. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, he be- 
gins to understand that the ballot in the 
United States means bribery and corrup 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said the Minister of Mi- 
litia meant that he was afraid if the ballot 
was adopted he might not be sure of get- 
ting the votes after having purchased 


them. (Laughter.) With him (Mr. Do- 
rion) this was rather a recommend- 
ation. But there were a great number 


of people who were not in a position to 
act freely. Itwas not for the purpose of 
protecting the corrupt, but those, who 
from a sense of duty, would vote honestly, 
if not exposed to persecution. Last elec- 
tion, one of the voters showed him a letter, 
which threatened dismissal, if he voted for 
him (Hon. Mr. Dorion), although he wished 
to do so. It would be the case with all in 
the public employment. It would be bet- 
ter, not to give a right to that class to vote 
if they had not a right to do so, free of 
outside influences. Then he objected 
strongly to the machinery provided, and 
held that when the lists were once made 
they should be used and not set aside by 
the returning officer, as at last election, 
when from ten to twelve counties were 
disfranchised through the whims of these 
officers. ’ 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the Bill would cure all that. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said, it might in a 
sense if the revising officers were capable 
men, but supposing there were any cleri- 
cal errors such as the omision of a date or 
anything of that kind, the matter should 
not be left to the Returning Officer, but to 
the Committee charged with the duty of 
investigating such matters. He admitted 
that in Lower Canada a great many voters’ 
lists were irregular, but many Returning 
Officers took on themselves to declare lists 
irregular. He maintained that whether 
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irregular or not they should be used when | 
not appealed from, and a clause to that | 
effect should be inserted in the Bill. It 
seemed to be the disposition of the Goy- 
ernment to change all the laws of the 
Lower Provinces to suit the opinions of 
people here. The Currency of Nova Sco- 
tia was to be treated in this way, and the 
ballot in New Brunswick, which the people 
held to be the best mode of voting. 
Nothing came up but must yield to opin- 
ion here. 


Hon. Sir JOHN. A. MACDONALD—Es- 
pecially the one day voting (a laugh). 

Hon. Mr. DORION—Because you could 
not help it, (laughter.) 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had voted against, and defeated the 
hon. gentleman’s Bill, but when he found 
the Lower Provinces in favour of it he had 
adopted it. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said he had carried 
his Bill in 1864, notwithstanding the oppo- 
sition of the Government, but it was 
thrown out in the Upper House. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said | 
he had defeated the Bill in 1866, Mr. 
Brown supporting him. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said Mr. Brown had 
then joined the Coalition, and nothing was 
to be allowed to interfere with Confedera- 
tion, not the most necessary legislation. 
This was the cause of the defeat of his Bill 
then. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that in 1865 a 
bill for this purpose had been voted 
down, because the hon. gentleman oppo- 
site promised to bring in. an election law | 
in 1866. He attempted to deny it then, 
till the reports of the proceedings were 
produced, and then he brought it down. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said he was willing 
to compromise that, if they would bring 
in a good measure now. Heconeluded by 
recapitulating the principal points of his 
argument. 

Mr. COLBY called attention to the case 
of those in Lower Canada occupying un- 
claimed lands which they had improved, 
but on which they could not register for 
want of a title. Some of these were most 
respectable men and had improved the | 
country considerably. Their case ought to 
be considered. In respect to tive years 
leases, he could not recall, in -his own 
county, a single five years lease as existing. 
He thought also that facilities should be 
given for naturalizing aliens, and suggest- 
ed instead of the present imconvenient 
plan, the revising barrister might have 
the power to perform this duty. He saw 
strong objections to giving the vote to 
officers of Customs and Excise, wno had 
often delicate and disagreeable duties to 


Hon. Mr. Dorton. 


| 


[COMMONS] 


£30. 


372 


perform, and who should be free from 
suspicion of being actuated by partizan 
feelings, but he could see no objection to 
the deputy returning officers having votes, 
as it was not probable they would act as 
partizans to a greater degree if they were 
allowed to vote, than if they were re- 
strained from doing so. 


Hon. Mr, ANGLIN referred to corpora- 
tion lease holders in St. John, New Bruns- 
wick, who hold fifty leases for land, on 
which they had built, extensive houses, 
but on which they could claim no vote. 
No provision had been made for such cases. 
If he understood the Minister of Justice, 
it was his intention to make the $400 qual- 
ification apply to those having salaries or 
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‘deriving their incomes from interest on in- 


vestments, and not merely to those deriv- 
ing precarious incomes from trade. 
He instanced the case of the inhabitants 


\of Portland, a suburb of St. John, three 


fourths of whom did notpay a rental of 
It would be a great hardship to take 
away the franchise from them. He thought 
the interpretation of the word ‘‘House”’ 
would operate hardly upon some of the 
inhabit ints of St. John. That interpreta- 
tion was, that each tenant must have a 
separate access to the street. With refer- 
ence to permission granted to officers of 
the Crown to vote, that was the present 
law in New Brunswick, but he could not 
say that it had worked well there. He 
had known some officers turned out of 
their offices because they had dared to 
to vote, according to their honest convic- 
tions, agiinst the Government. He had 
seen many cases in New Brunswick in 
which assessors had managed to change 
materially the list of voters, and his ex- 
perience had shown that it was difficult to 
get electors to come forward and register. 
He thought 600 voters were too many for 
one polling place, 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD point- 
ed out that by section 51 it was provided, 
that whenever a Revising Barrister consid- 


ered the convenience of voters would be 


promoted thereby, he should subdivide 
the Polling District. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN, went on to point 
out objections to minor provisions of the 
Bill. He approved of simultaneous elec- 
tions; though he had no hope whatever of 
seeing this refurm passed in this present 
Bill. With reference to the Ballot, he 
must say that in New Brunswick it had not 
done away with bribery, corruption and 
intimidation ; but simce its imtroduction 
into New Brunswick there has been noth- 
ing like serious disturbance at elections. 
If a perfect ballot system were adopted,he 
believed it would be astrong preventative 
against bribery and intimidation, and if any 
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amendment in that direction was pro- | 
posed he would feel it his duty to vote for 
it. 

Mr. MILLS moved an adjournment of 
the debate, which was carried. 


Intercolonial 


EXPENSES IN NORTH WEST TERRITORY, 
AND BANK OF MONTREAL. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked, that the follow- 
ing returns which had previously been 
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moved for, be brought down as soon as 
possible ; namely, respecting work on the 
road from Thunder Bay West: instruc- 
tions to surveyors in the North West and 
their reports; respecting printing con- 
tracts for the Government; expense s of 
Hon. Mr. McDougall’s mission to the 
North West; and the expenses connected 
with the fiscal agency of the Bank of Mon- 
treal. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
these returns would be brought down as 
soon as they could be prepared. There 
would be no difficulty in bringing down 
the amount of the expenses connected 
with Mr. Macdougall’s mission, but there 
might be in giving all the items, and un- 
fortunately that honourable gentleman was 
too ill to render any assistance in the mat- 
~ ter. 

The House then adjourned at 11 o’clock 
p.m. 


SHNATE. 


Orrtawa, March, 11th 1870. 


The Speaker took the Chair at the usual 
hour. 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON REPORTING. 


A inesssage was brought from the Com- 
mons by the Hons. Messrs. Anglin and Tup- 
per, and Mr. Chamberlin inviting the House 
to unite with them, in a joint Committee, 
in preparing a scheme for reporting and 
printing the debates of both Houses. 


CORRECTION. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL asked permission 
to correct an error which he had fallen 
into yesterday unintentionally. He had 
said he believed that the North West pa- | 
' pers were printed at the office of Messrs. 
Hunter, Rose and Co; but he had found 

that they were not printed there but by 
Mr. Taylor. And furthermore he. had 
ascertained that no blame could possibly 
attach to the printer, whether he had been 
Mr. Taylor or Hunter, Rose and Co; for 
it appeared that the report published in 
the newspapers contained names of persons 
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which were not in the copies of the corres- 
pondence supplied to the printer, but in 
parts of the correspondence which it had 
been thought advisable not to publish. 
This would show that the newspaper corres- 


Railway. 


/pondent had had access to papers before 


they had been placed in the hands of the 
printer. He said he had been unable to 
ascertain from what source the correspon- 
dent had obtained his information, but 
the matter would be thoroughly looked 
into. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. WARK moved an address 
for copy of a minute of Council, dated 
9th April, 1869, sanctioning a re-survey of 
the line of the Intercolonial Railway be- 
tween Bathurst and the European and 
North American Railway, &c., &c. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could well un- 
derstand that the hon. gentleman was in- 
terested in this matter as it concerned the 
section of country from whence he came ; 
but he could not conceive that it was a 
matter to interest the House. He 
would suggest, however, that the mover 
take the same course in respect to his mo- 
tion that he had taken the other day ina 
similar one, namely, allow it to stand over 
until the Report of the Railway Com- 
missioners had been laid on the table. 
That report he could say would be laid on 


‘the table in the conrse of next week, and 


would contain, at least, a great portion 
of the imformation sought. 


After some inaudible remarks 
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD, 


Hon. Mr. WARK said, while having no 
objection to let the motion stand, he could 
assure the hon. members that matters in- 
volved in it were really of great import- 
ance, for there was an impression abroad 
that money had been squandered, and it 
would serve no good purpose to keep back 
from the public any information which 
could be given (hear hear). 


from 


LIGHTHOUSES, BUOYS AND BEACONS. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill—an Act to amend the 
Act relating to Light-Houses, Buoys and 
Beacons. In explaining the object of the 
Bill he said, that there were two principal 
points: first, to empower the Minister of 
Marine to direct the construction of Light 
Houses, &c., and second to charge him with 
their supervision after construction, and 
this could be done at less expense and 
with less delay, he contended, than if 
under the charge of the Department of 
Public Works. Then there had been var- 
ious systems of management in the Pro- 
vinces, and it was proposed to have one 
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uniform system. 
Houses, &c., had been under the superin- 
tendence of the Trinity Houses, but this 
intermediate management had been at- 
tended with inconvenience, and it was pro- 
posed to take from those Houses the 
power they had exercised. By assimilating 
and bringing the management under the 
eontrol of the Department of Fisheries and 
Marine, he contended that there would be 
more efficiency at a very much less ex- 
pense. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER thought the fifth 
clause of the Bill, which read thus: ‘“ It 
shall be the duty of the Minister to invite 
tenders by public advertisements for the 
execution of all works, except in cases of 
pressing emergency, where delay would 
be injurious to the public interest, or 
where, from the nature of the work, 
it could be more expeditiously 
and economically ... executed by 
the officers and servants of the Depart- 
ment’’—gave the Minster of Marine too 
great a power. He did not think so great 
a power should be given. It might be 
weli to give such power in cases of pressing 
emergency, but not the wide latitude ex- 
pressed in the latter part of the clause. 
There was no provision, which required 
contracts to be given to the lowest tender- 
er, but there should be a clause to that 
effect, as there was in the case of Bills re- 
lating to other Departments of the public 
service. It was quite possible the present 
Minister of Marine would have all works 
done economically, but it was not certain 
tha. he would retain the office for long, 
and asuccessor might not have equal ex- 
perience and the same skill. He denied 
that work could be done, as a rule, more 
economically under officers and servants of 
a Department, than if given out under 
contract. He contended that the same 
law should apply in these matters as in 
matters relating to other Departments, and 
to the Intercolonial Railway. He was 
happy to hear that the Ministry is likely 
to adopt a policy of improvement of the 
inland navigation. and among other neces- 
sities was the buildmg of a Light-House on 
Birds’ Island, in the Gulf of St. Lawrence. 
This island was one of the Magdalen Is- 
lands, and stood exactly in the direction 
followed by vessels entering the River St. 
Lawrence. Many lives and considerable 
property have been lost there. This im- 
provement had been recommended by the 
Board of Works fifteen years ago, but it 
was not yet executed. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—While approving 
of the principle laid down by the last 
speaker he thought there were clear ex- 
ceptions to its application. Reference 
had been mace to the Intercolonial Rail- 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 
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In Quebec the Light | way Act, and its contract provisions, but it 
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should be remembered that all the work 
connected with that undertaking was not 
let out by contract, for there was a great 
amount of preliminary work, such as sur- 
veys, &c., involving very considerable ex- 
pense, for which no tenders could have 
been invited. Andsoit was in his Depart- 
ment, for instance, say, buoys had to be 
Jaid down in the St. Lawrence, which in- 
volved an expense of $400 or $500, but it 
was unreasonable to expect the Depart- 
ment would delay to invite tenders by 
advertisement in all parts of the country. 
And then a lamp might be blown off, and 
to replace it would involve expenditure of 
say, $300, but would it not be better to 
empower the Inspector, to replace it, than 
to delay and endanger commerce by in- 
viting tenders for the work? He then 
referred to the great need of lights on Bird 
Island, and other points in the Gulf, and 
said that in 1859, Mr. Page had reported, 
that to place a light on that island, and 
one at another point, would cost at least 
$120,000, anda report to similar effect 
hid been made by same officer two years 
ago. The works would of course have 
Leen of a very substantial nature, but the 
Government of the day had been deterred 
by the costliness, from undertaking them. 
Now his Department thought they 
could put up lights-at those points, and in 
seven or eight other places, for less than 
the cost estimated by Mr. Page for the 
two. The works would of course be of a 
cheap nature, but they would answer a 
good purpose. 


Hon. Mr. CHRISTIE said, if the speech 
of the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
meant anything at all it meant a reflec- 
tion upon the Board of Works Depart- 
ment, which had not erected Light-Houses 
where they were absolutely needed. The 
Minister of Marine had said in his opening 
speech that the object of the Bill was 
to take the supervision out of the Board of 
Works Department. But was that neces- 
sary? The Department of Public Works 
was specially constituted for such Works, 
and it was to be presumed had a compe- 
tent staffof officers. Was the House to: 
understand that the Minister of Marine 
would have anotherstaff of officers 
under his charge ? We should next see, 
perhaps, the Postmaster General bringing 
in a Bill to place the construction of Post- 
Offices under his Department, and the 
Minister of Customs undertaking the con- 
struction of Custom Houses (laughter). If 
the Minister of Marine wanted work done, 
he should apply to the proper Depu.rt- 
ment, the Board of Works; that, it ap- 
peared to him, was the right course. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON had viewed the. 


377 


Bill with some alarm, and must confess that 
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the explanations of the hon. Miniscer, had | 


tended to increase it. He had understood 
the hon. Minister to say, that the Bill 
would give him power, to construct Light- 
Houses. Now he thought that a danger. 
ous principle to introduce, and the House 
should be very cautious in assenting to it. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLER DE ST. JUST 
thought the Bill would prove injurious to 
the sound policy which had been adopted, 
and hitherto carried out. It would not do 
to permit a Department to expend money, 
not authorized by Parliament, all proposed 
expenditure for a year ought, as far as 
possible, to be placed in the estimates and 
submitted to Parliament. He was afraid 
the Bill would create conflicting authority 
between the Departments. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN said that when the 
Bill for the organization of the Department 
of Marine and Fisheries was before the 
House two years ago, similar provisions, 
transferring certain powers hitherto ex- 
ercised by the Commissioner of Public 
Works to the Minister of Marine and Fish- 
eries, were sought to be introduced, but 
did not meet with the approval of the 
House then. It might be that after two 
years experience, the Government were 
still of opinion that these powers could be 
more advantageously exercised by the 
Department over which the honourable 
gentleman opposite presided, but he had 
not as yet heard any facts or arguments of 
a very convincing character adduced in 
favour of the change. It was however to 
the objection raised by the honourable 
member for the Gulf Division, to the fifth 
clause, that he wished to call attention, 
and which he thought had been rather 
evaded by the Honourable Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, in his reply to the 
remarks of his hon. friend. The objection 
which had been made was not to the first 
part of the clause—which he (Mr. Allen) 
was decidedly in favour of giving power to 
the Department to dispense with public 
tenders, in cases of pressing necessity, 
where delay would be dangerous to the 
public interest, but to the latter part 
where authority was given to the Minister, 
to dispense with tenders, and have the 
work executed by the officers and servants 
of the Department, when in his judgment, 
it could be done by them more economi- 
cally and expeditiously. Now he (Mr. 
Allan) believed, that the language of the 
first part of the clause, was sufficiently 
comprehensive to meet all cases likely to 
arise, in which it might be necessary or 
desirable, for the public interest or safety, 
that the Department should dispense with 
tenders and execute the work themselves ; 
but he thought it very inexpedient, that 
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such a large discretionary power, as that 
contemplated by the latter part of the 5th 
clause should be exercised when no pres- 
sing necessity for immediate action existed, 
and no urgent danger threatened life or 
property. The authority given by that 
part of the clause as it now stood, would 
enable the Minister of Marine for the time 
veing, to dispense with public tenders and 
employ a staff of officers and servants 
of the Department, to execute any work 
which he might choose to think could be 
better done in that way. He had no doubt 
that any such power would be carefully 
and wisely exercised by the honourable 
gentleman now at the head of the Depart- 
ment, but still the House was not legisla- 
ting for the present only, and he thought 
therefore it would be unwise to confer any 
such power on the Department as that 
contemplated by the latter part of the 5th 
clause of the Bill now before the House. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL contended that 
the Bill did not introduce a new principle, 
for by the law as it stood the Trinity 
Houses were under the control of his de- 
partment. It was proposed to carry outa 
uniform system of management in respect 
to all the Provinces; and with respect to 
construction it was intended merely to 
undertake minor and comparatively inex- 
pensive works. With respect to the fifth 
clause, relating to tenders, he read from 
the Board of Works Act, to show that an 
exactly similar provision was therein con- 
tained, and from that it would be seen 
that in that respect no new principle had 
been initiated. He contended that it was 
the true policy to have minor works, 
which required no great engineering or 
mechanical skill, under the Marine Depart- 
ment, which could construct them at a 
cheap rate and superintend them better 
than the Board of Works could hope to 
do. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN did not quite agree 
with the last speaker. It did not follow 
that because the principle respecting ten- 
ders was in the Board of Works Act, it 
should be sanctioned by the Bill before 
the House. He could well uuderstand why 
the principle should be in the Board’ of 
Works Act. That was a department, as 
its name implied, that had supervision 
of works, much to do with contracts and 
tenders, and it was to be presumed, should 
have some discretionary power. But the 
question was, should the duties of that 
Department be divided with another, and 
should any power be extended to the Ma- 
rine Department. He contended. that 
there should be a well understood princi- 
ple with regard to contracts and tenders 
upon which to act. oils 
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Aitter some remarks 
Messrs. Mitchell and Wark the Bill was 
read a second time. 
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OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the Bill relating to official assignees, 
Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD in the chair. 


_ The Committee rose and reported, and 
the House adjourned until Monday. 


[COMMONS] 


from the Hon. | of the United States, or with regard to the 
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use of canals. 
CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from William Workman, Mayor of Mon- 
treal, and others, praying for a renewal of 
the charter of the Canada Central Railway. 


FRUIT GROWERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. MERRITT presented a_ petition 
from the Fruit Growers’ Association, for 


-|duty on the importation of fruit and fruit 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 11, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


PRIVILEGE. 


The House was engaged for a consider- 
able time with closed doors in discussing 
the question of privilege. 


The discussion conducted with closed 
doors, it is understood, was on two sub- 
jects. 

Mr. DUFRESNE said: I went to the 
Post Office and asked for a copy of the 
North West despatches. Not the Post- 
master, but an officer in the office, replied : 
“We have only the English.” I said, 
“Let me have one.’ The reply was: 
‘““No, we cannot; they are only for the 
‘‘English members,” or words to that 
effect, giving me to understand that such 
was the order. 


It was not clearly made out, so far as 
ascertained, who was responsible for the 
order, but it was understood that.a general 
order was given by the Printing Committee 
not to distribute English copies of papers 
to French members, and that no orders had 
been given in this particular case. The 
other subject was the discovery, that a 
forgery of members’ signatures to franks 
had been committed. One large parcel 
had been twice posted, but returned. It 
was posted a third time with a signature 
which it was thought resembled that of 
Mr. MacFarlane, who, however, said it was 
not his. Very stringent regulations were 
agreed to be adopted to prevent the abuse 
of the franking privilege, which is hence- 
forth to be much restricted. 

After the doors were opened, 


THE TARIFF. 


Mr. M. P. RYAN presented a petition 
from the Council of the Montreal Board of 
Trade, asking that no change be made in 
the tariff as regards the natural products 


Mr. Dufresne, 


trees. 
COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR. 


Mr. SNIDER moved for leave to intro- 
duce an Act to authorize the Corporation 
of the township of Collingwood, in the 
County of Grey, toimpose and collect tolls 
or harbour dues, and for other purposes. 


BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House go into Committee on the Bank- 
ing resolutions. 


Mr. BLAKE asked if the memorandum 
of amendments, that had been put in the 
hands of members, had been sanctioned by 
the Government. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said they 
did not emanate from the Government ; 
some of them might be accepted, others 
would not. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought it would be 
advisable before the Speaker left the chair 
for the Finance Minister to state generally 
what changes he professed to make in the 
resolutions. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said any 
changes the Government would make are 
entirely in matters of detail. As he had 
before stated the Government were de- 
sirous of giving every consideration to sug- 
gestions of Bankers, and they had agreed 
to certain changes made with regard to 
detail, which would be better explained as 
each resolution came up in Committee. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if the Govern- 
ment did not propose to make any 
changes, of course there was no necessity 
of making any explanation before going 
into Committee. 

After some further remarks by other 
members, the House went into Committee, 
Hon. Col. GREY in the chair. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said when 
the Committee rose before, they had got as 
far as the 11th resolution; but he would 
take permission to go back to the 4th reso- 
lution in order to insert three or four 
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81 
words not at all inconsistent with the 
resolution. 


Hen. Mr. HOLTON raised the objection 
that having once passed.a resolution and 
reported it, they could not go back to it 
without a motion to that effect on question 
of concurrence. 

After some further debate, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that the 
Finance Minister state now all the changes 
he proposed to make in the resolutions in 
order that the House might grasp them as 
a whole. 

‘Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS was strong- 
ly of the opinion that it would be a great 
deal more convenient for him, — to 
state the changes he proposed to make 
as each resolution came up. There was 
one change which he would refer to, name- 
ly in the resolution providing that Banks 
shall hold fifty per cent of their reserves 
in Dominion notes. It would be observed 
in the memorandum before members, that 
the Bankers asked that this per centage 
be reduced to 33}. Government had not 
consented to adopt that proposition, but 
they are prepared to modify their resolu- 
tion so far as to provide that Banks shall 
as far as practicable hold 50. per cent of 
their reserves in Dominion notes, and 
not less than 334 percent. It was evident 
that if Banks were compelled to have al- 
ways on hand 50 per cent in. Dominion 
notes, in order to meet fluctuations they 
would have to keep considerably more 
‘than 50 percent. There were also some 
modifications proposed in the Bank returns. 
To some of them the Government would as- 
sent, to some they would not. He wish- 
ed to take the resolutions up and con- 
sider them as they came along. 


Mr. YOUNG said, that while certain ‘of 
the members had complained that they 
had these resolutions for only a .few 
minutes, he thought there “were many 
members of the House who had much 
more cause of complaint because they 
had not received them at all. He thought 
it most desirable that when these Bankers 
_had sent in these resolutions, that they 
should also have been put upon the paper 
of the day, so that every member should 
have an opportunity of seeing them. 


Mr. GIBBS explained that these, resolu- 
tions had been printed by the Bankers. for 
their own use, as being more. convenient ; 
they had not intended distributing them 
atall, but that having a few spare copies 
they were sent to several members of the 
House. 

Mr. JONES, (Leeds and Grenville), 
‘said the time had passed when three 
or four members could rule the whole 
House. Every member had a right to see 


Banking 


[Marcu 11, 1870.] 


582 


those resolutions, which should have been 
placed on the paper. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
surely the hon. member could see that 
these Bankers had no power to place these 
resolutions on the paper. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, there was this 
peculiarity in the case, that the Govern. 
ment had agreed to some of the resolu- 
tions. The Finance Minister had been 
about to move the fourth resolution. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
his hon. friend was entirely wrong. The 
Government. had had no communication 
with the Bankers on the subject of these 
resolutions. Just before the House met 
the Government had talked the question 
over and had adopted a policy. 


Mr. MACKENZIE, what is the pol 
icy? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the Finance Minister would tell him if he 
would only give him a chance. (laugh- 
ter). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, that the hon. 
gentleman haying explained the principal 
modification proposed, he would interpose 
no further objection to proceeding to recon- 
sider the resolutions. 

Mr. MACDONALD, (Glengarry), said he 
did not think it fair treatment that the 
Government, after agreeing to these reso- 
lutions, with the Bankers, should supply 
them only to a few members; and he, for 
one, felt sighted and unfairly treated. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the 
Government had agreed to. some of these 
resolutions. He had told the Bankers that 
it was not in his power to. tell them what 
alterations the Government would con- 
sent to. He had seen none of the 
Bankers since these resolutions had been 
put in his hands. It was most’ extraordin- 
ary on the part of the hon. géntleman to 
imagine that the Government was in any 
way responsible for the distribution of these 
papers. 

Mr. SCATCHERD said, the resolutions 
had been supplied only to those members 
of the House who supported the Bankers 
in their demand. 


Mr. CRAWFORD made further ee pa 8 
tions and expressed his regret. that there 
had not been more copies so that each 
member might have had one. He did not 
think the interest of the Banks and that 
of the people were antagonistic. They 
ought to. be one. _The Banks. were very 
much interested in having all the Banks 
solyent, as the failure of one Bank very 
much shook the credit of the othéts, so 
that the Banks were as ‘desirious of #ol- 
vency as the people. If these resolutions 
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had not been sent to all the members it 
was not intended as a discourtesy. He 
hoped this would be satisfactory. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN thought the time of 
the House would have been greatly saved 
if the Hon. Finance Minister had been al- 
lowed to explain the amendment he wished 
to propose to this fourth resolution. 
Bankers might have suggested it, but it 
was proposed in no Bankers’ interest, but 
wholly in the public interest. As passed, 
the resolution provided that for the thor- 
ough enforcement of the double liability of 
shareholders, the Directors were in a cer- 
tain case to make certain calls, even on paid 
up stock, but it was not precisely said when. 
And to make this clear, and so prevent the 
delay that otherwise might be contrived, 
it is proposed to say that this must be done 
at the furthest, within thirty days. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS then pro- 
ceeded with his resolutions. He said 
there were, ifhe remembered rightly, 26 
of these resolutions, ten of which had 
been passed. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they were all 
passed but four, which were reserved for 
consideration. 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD had 
understood that it had been arranged that 
the discussion of the whole of the resolu- 
tions was to be re-opened. 


Mr. GIBBS suggested getting over the 
difficulty by moving the reconsideration 
of the clauses seriatim. 


Mr. CRAWFORD moved the reconsider- 
ation of clause four.—Carried. 

He then moved in amendment, to insert 
the words “within thirty days’, after the 
fifth line. 

Mr. SCATCHERD wanted to know if 
this scheme was taken out of the hands 
of the Government, and had come under 
the charge of the Bankers (laughter). 

Mr. CRAWFORD said he did not know 
whether the Finance Minister had intended 
to move the amendment or not. At any 
rate he (Mr. Crawford) moved it himself. 


Mr. BLAKE moved in amendment the 
insertion of the word “ forthwith.” 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought 
thirty days was not an excessive time to 
grant. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the clause 
stood very well as it originally was, because 
it was provided that the calls should be 
made ‘ without waiting for the collection 
of debts due, &c.” 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pro- 
posed that the time should be set down 
at ten days.—Carried. 


Mr Crawford. 
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Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved an 
amendment to the eleventh resolution by 
striking out the words ‘and in proxy for 
voting shall be in force for more than one 
year from its date,’’ and to add the 
words ‘shareholders to be entitled to 
vote shall hold their stock, for at least 
three months before the time of voting. 
Shareholders may vote by proxy, and no 
person but a shareholder shall be permit- 
ted to vote, or act as such proxy; and no 
manager, cashier, bank clerk or other sub- 
ordinary officers of a Bank shall either 
vote in person or by proxy at any meet- 
ing for the election of Directors, or hold a 
proxy for that purpose. And in existing 
Banks the scale of voting shall be regula- 
ted by their Charters respectively, unless 
and until the shareholders at any general 
meeting, voting accordingly to the pro- 
visions of their Chartersin that respect, 
determine to change the scale of voting or 
to give a vote for each share.”’ 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is exactly the 
Brokers’ amendment. 


Mr. YOUNG said he would move in 
amendment that proxies shall be termin- 
able at the expiration of one year. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the original reso- 
lution had his hearty support and full ap- 
proval, but the change proposed was one 
he considered very objectionable and con- 
trary to the whole tone of public opinion, 
and the whole course of our recent legis- 
lation on the subject. Ifit was proposed 
to continue the old scale of voting in all 
old Banks who chose to reorganize upon 
the expiration of their Charters, a more 
vicious amendment was never invented. 
He regretted that the Hon. Minister of 
Finance, who had declared so vehemently 
his independence of Banks and Banking, 
should have yielded so readily to the dic- 
tation of a little clique of bankers. He 
gave notice that he would move an amend- 
ment on concurrence in the very words of 
the original resolution. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
the hon. member for Chateauguay was too 
severe. What was intended to be done by 
this amendment was merely with regard 
to the existing Charters. Power was given 
to vote share by share, while supposing 
shareholders were neglectful of the interests 
of the Bank or Company, as a majorty of 
shareholders could petition Parliament to 
modify the Charter, and it was to be pre- 
sumed that Parliament would listen to 
them. He coincided with the hon. gentle- 
man that the pecuniary responsibility 
ought to be with the majority of capital, 
but this clause submitted did not take 
away their power of voting according to 
capital unless they wished it to do so. 


and Currency. 


385 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT was understood to 
say that he held that each share should 
have a vote, and that he formed this re- 
solution as it first stood. 


Mr. BLAKE said capital should give 
weight in Banking. He had heard that the 
stockholders asked for this amendment, 
_but only directors and cashiers who had 
come here, and whose views the Finance 
Minister had adopted. He regretted very 
much that it was proposed to alter the re- 
solution, and hoped that the motion of 
which the hon. member for Chateauguay 
had given notice would be successful, and 


the original policy of the Government vin- 
dicated. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said under the pre- 
sent style of voting there was serious re- 
striction, for a man might have ten thou- 
sand shares and only fifty votes. 


Mr. GIBBS concurred in the remarks of 
the hon. member for Chateauguay, and at 
the proper time would support his amend 
ment. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said there was an- 
other principle they should not forget, 
namely, the principle that people’s pro- 
perty must be protected. People had 
voluntarily subscribed stock with the 
understanding that the scale of voting 
was such as mentioned in the Charters, 
and by this amendment they might be 
going directly against the wishes of those 
people by violating the implied contract 
which had taken place. . He was in favour 
of giving a vote to each share, but thought 
it was a matter for domestic regulation, 
which might safely be left to the share- 
holders themselves. 


Mr. HARRISON expressed himself in 
favour of giving a vote for each share. He 
said capital should be as fully as possible 
represented in our Banking resolutions. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON taunted the Minis- 
ter of Finance on his change of basis with 
regard to the Banks. If he were to be- 
lieve the organs of that hon. gentleman he 

was to rise superior to any monied in- 
- stitution, but now they found him submit- 
ting to the dictation of the Bankers. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said his 
hon. friend was much mistaken if he had 
ever supposed that he would not listen to 
every suggestion coming from the Bank- 
ers, and that hon. gentleman would have 
been the first to find fault with him had 
he refused to take their suggestions into 
consideration. He (Mr. Huntington) had 
hinted that he had submitted to dictation 
from the Bank of Montreal, but the hon. 
gentleman should remember that this 
amendment did not emanate from the 
Bank of Montreal, but from united Bank- 
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ing interest of Montreal, Ontario, New 
Pritawiel and Nova Sedtia: 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if all the 
Bankers had assented to it, because he 
happened to know that all’ the Bankers 
that had met on the subject had not agreed 
upon it. 


Hon. Bis FRANCIS HINCKS said it had 
been represented to him that this was the 
unanimous decision of the Bankers, and 
he hadnot heard asingle complaint from 
any shareholder on the subject. 


Mr. GIBBS explained, with reference to 
some remarks made by gentlemen oppo 
site, that he did not speak and vote in the 
House as a Banker, but as a representa- 
tive of the people. 


Mr. WORKMAN said the imputations 
throughout against the Bank of Montreal 
were entirely unjust. This proposal did not 
originate with that Bank, but came from 
another Bank some 180 miles distant, that 
is, the Quebec Bank, whose cashier drew 
up the amended resolution in question. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—It was the Hon. 
Minister of Finance who had _ said he was 
fettered by the Bank of Montreal. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said at the outset of 
the discussion on these resolutions the 
Finance Minister had told them they 
would beapproved of by the Bankers ; 
now they found him submitting to the 
dictation of the Bankers, and changing 
his resolutions in accordance with their 
views. The great monarch of Banking had 
not been two hours in the city till it was 
reported round that the minimum amount 
of Dominion notes to be held by the 
Banks, as a reserve was to be reduced, and 
the Finance Minister had just answered 
that such an amendment was to be intro- 
duced. He would like to know if. the 
fetters were still on that hon. gentleman? 
and if this legislation was to be subsidiary 
to a meeting of Bankers. He was glad to 
hear the remarks of the member for South 
Ontario; but still he feared there were 
members who sunk the legislator in the 
banker. 


Mr. CRAWFORD (Leeds), said, if the 
hon. gentleman referred to him, he indig- 
nantly repudiated it. He was there as an 
independent member, and nothing could in- 
duce him to give a yote which he considered 
at variance with the interests of the coun- 
try. With reference to the amendment, 
he instanced the legislation of last session 
with reference to the Gore Bank, and said 
if that was right in principle then, it was 
right now. 

After some remarks from Hon. Messrs. 
HOWE and HUNTINGTON, the ILlouse 
rose at 6, 
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AFTER RECESS. 
BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


The consideration of the Banking resolu- 
tions was resumed. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, 
that after the course of the discussion he 
was disposed to strike out the last proviso 
of the clause as amended. He was very 
much influenced by what had come out in 
debate, as he had believed when he 
adopted it, that he was yielding to the 
united wish of the Bankers. Finding that 
there was considerable difference of. opin- 
ion, under all the circumstances, he would 
yield the point, as, in doing so, he felt he 
was consulting the sense of the House. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON was glad this 
decision had been arrived at, and believed 
the other changes were improvements on 
the original resolution. 


Mr. CRAWFORD asked if corporations, 
under this resolution, would be allowed to 
vote according to the number of shares 
held. A mayor might hold 16,000 votes, 
and without holding a share himself con- 
trol the policy of the Bank. 


Mr. BLAKE said any proxy might hold 
an equal number while having only one 
share himself. 

Mr. CRAWFORD asked how they could 
enforce the double liability clause in the 
case of Corporations. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said his own in- 
clination was not to allow any but trading 
corporations to hold stock in Banks. 

Mr. YOUNG’S amendment to restore 
the clause making proxies in force for only 
one year, was rejected without a division, 

After a long discussion the following 
resolutions, as amended, were adopted. 


11th.—Each shareholder shall have one 
vote for each share held by him; share- 
holders in any Bank, to be entitled to vote, 
shall hold their stock for at least three 
months before the time of voting ; share- 
holders may vote by proxy; and no mana- 
ger, cashier, Bank clerk, or other subordi- 
nate officer of the Bank, shall either vote 
in person or by proxy, at any meeting for 
the re-election of directors or hold a proxy 
for that purpose. 

12th.—The shareholders shall have pow- 
er to regulate by by-law the following mat- 
ters, incident to the management and ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the Bank, viz. : 
The number and of qualification of direc- 
tors, which shall not be less than five, nor 
more than ten; the method of filling up va- 
cancies in Board of Directors, wherever the 
same may occur during each year, and the 
remuneration of President, Vice-President 
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and other Directors. But no Director shall 
hold less than $8,000 of stock of the Bank, 
when the paid-up capital thereof is one mil. 
lion dollars, or less ; nor less than $4,000 of 
stock, w hen the paid- -up capital thereof is 
over one million, and does not exceed three 
millions. The ‘Directors shall be selected 
annually by shareholders, but shall te 
eligible for re-election; but these provi- 
sions touching Dir ectors shall not apply to 
a Bank en commandite, which shall in these 
matters be governed by the provisions of 
its charter. The shareholders or in case of 
Bank en commandite, the principal part- 
ners, shall regulate, by by-law the amount 
of discounts or loans, which may be made 
to directors, or in ‘case of Bank en com- 
mandite to principal partners, either jointly 
or severally, or to any one fir m or person, 
or to any shareholder, or toa corporation : 
provided always the aggregate amount of 
discounts and advances made, by any 
Banks upon commercial paper or ‘securities 
to any Director, or any firm of which such 
Director is partner, shall never at any time 
exceed one-twentieth of the total amount 
of discounts and advances made by Banks 
at the same time. 


Currency. 


138th.—The monthly returns to be made 
by the Bank to the Government, shall be 
in the following forms, and shall be made 


up on the first juridical day of each month, 
and shall exhibit the condition of the Bank 
on the last juridical day of the month pre- 

ceding, and such monthly returns shall be 

signed by the President, or Director then 
acting as President, and by the cashier or 
other - principal officer of the Bank at its 
chief seat of business. 


Return of amount of liabilities and 


assets of the Bank on the day of 
A. D.——. 
LIABILITIES. 
. Notes in circulation... ........ % 


Se 


. Government deposits payable 
On demand: :)).. Fae Ste 

3. Other deposits payable on de- 
mand 

4, Government deposits payable 
after notice or on a fixed 

da 

d. Other deposits payable after 
notice or on a tixed day. 

6. Due to other Banks in Canada 
7. Due to other Banks or agents 
Metin Canada we Bae as 

Se laa pilities. ....5.4. See. 


SCC... hod CUR Rig 
. Provincial or Dominion notes 
. Notes of other Banks........ 


COS eH 
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from other 
Banks in Canada.... . 


4 due 
5. Balances due from other Banks 
6 


. Balances 


or agents not in Canada... 
. Government debentures or 
Se Ahr VaR Be pe Re 

i. 

8. Loans, discounts or advances, 
on current account to cor- 
OES ate ANE RE Sa Ee ea 

9. Notes and bills discounted and 

BULCORMA. tiers coe uae ae Seb’ 3 
. Notes and bills discounted, 
overdue, and not specially 
eecuredt) )( eyes wo sale 
. Overdue debts, secured by 
mortgage or other deed of 
real estate, or by deposit 
of, or security on, stock or 
by other securities...... 
. Real estate, the property of 
the Bank, other than Bank 
premises and mortgages on 
real estate sold by the 


We declare that the foregoing return is 
made up from the books of the Bank, and 
that it is correct to the best of our know- 
ledge and belief. 


President, 
Cashier. 


14th—Resolution amended by inserting 
after ‘ Vice-President,” ‘Director,’ the 
words ‘principal partner en comman- 
dite;’’ and also by expunging the words— 
‘“‘or go as to deceive or mislead.” 


15th—Resolution amended only by in- 
serting after ‘‘ Director,’ the words ‘prin- 
cipal partner en commandite.” 


16th—The Bank shall not make loans or 
grant discounts, on security of its own 
stock, but shall have, privileged lien, for 
any over due debt on the shares and un 
paid dividends of any ofits debtors, for 
a past due debt, and may decline to trans- 
fershares of any such debtor until the 
debt is paid. 

17th—No dividend or bonus shall ever 
be made so as to impair paid up capital 
stock, and if any. dividend or bonus 
be so knowingly, or wilfully made, 
the Directors, concurring therein shall 
be jointly and severally liable for the 
amount thereof as a debt due by 
them to the Bank; and if any part of the 
paid up capital be lost the Directors shall, 
if all the stock be not paid up, forthwith 
make calls upon the shareholders sufficient 
to make good such loss and keep the paid up 
capital unimpared ; and such loss and calls, 
if any, shall be mentioned in the return 
then next made by the Bank; and if all 
subscribed capital be paid up, or the 
amountremaining unpaid be insufficient to 
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make good such loss, the Directors being 
thereunto authorized by a general meeting 


Currency. 


of the shareholders, may apply to 
the Government for permission to 
reduce the nominal value of the 
subscribed shares to such sum as 
will leave their aggregate amount at 


least equal to the unimpaired paid-up eap- 
ital. The Governor-in-Council, after re- 
ferring the application to the Treasury 
Board, and receiving its report, may grant: 
such permission on such terms as he may 
see fit; but such reduction shall not 
extend beyond twenty-five per cent. of the 
nominal amount of shares, and shall be 
permitted only on condition that the un- 
impaired capital of the Bank shall, within 
five years, be made up to the sum by which 
the paid-up capital has been unimpaired ; 
and at the rate of not less than twenty-five 
per cent. in each year; and in the case of a 
Bank en commandite the principal partners 
shall, in the case of such loss of capital, 
forthwith call in any stock held by 
commanditaires and not paid-up, shall 
themselves make good any deficit, within 
five years, at the rate of not less than twen- 
ty per cent. in each year. 

18th resolution adopted, with verbal al- 
teration. 

19th.—The Bank shall always hold, as 
nearly as practicable, fifty per cent. of its 
cash reserves in Dominion notes, but in 
no case shall the proportion of reserves, 


held in Dominion notes, be less than one- 
third. 


Sth to the 24th Resolution was struck 
out. 


The 20th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd,25th and 26th 
were adopted after some modifications. 


The Resolutions, as amended, having 
been reported, concurrence was ordered to 
be taken on Tuesday. 


In reply to Mr. Blake, 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill organizing a Supreme Court would 
be distributed on Tuesday. 


The House then adjourned at 15 min. 
utes past 12 o’clock. 


rarer 


SENATE. 
Monpay, March 14, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took thé chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES, 
Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved the third 
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reading of the Bill relating to Official As- 
signees. 


QUEEN’S PRINTER’S OFFICE. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS moved the second 
reading of the Bill to amend the Act re- 
lating to the Queen’s Printer’s Office, and 
explained that the object was simply to 
attach the office to the Department of the 
Secretary of State. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 14, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock, 


ERIE SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. MORRISON (Niagara) presented a 
petition from the President of the Board 
of Trade of the City of Oswego, State of 
New York, and 160 of the leading mer- 
chants and citizens of fOswego, praying that 
this House would pass an “Act to incorpo- 
rate the Ontario and Erie Ship Canal Com- 


pany. 
MONTREAL ART ASSOCIATION. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from the members of the Montreal Art As- 
sociation, praying for an act of incorpora- 
tion. 


ONTARIO AND ERIE SHIP CANAL COM- 
PANY. 


Mr. MORRISON (Niagara) introduced a 
Bill to incorporate the Ontario and Erie 
Ship Canal Company. 


INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT. 


Mr. MILLS introduced a Bul to amend 
the act further to secure the independ- 
ence of Parliament. 


NORTH WHST. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, laid.on 
the table papers respecting the expenses of 
Hon. Mr. Macdougall on the North West 
mission, 


Mr. DURFRESNE asked whether any 
despatches have been received by the 
Government in relation to the recent 
troubles at Fort Garry, whether the Gov- 
ernment can inform the House of the na- 
ture of the said troubles, and whether 
there has been any blood shed, or loss of 
life ? 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
very happy to inform the hon. gentleman 
that the Government had received no in- 
formation that there had been any blood 
shed or loss oflife. With regard to the 
despatches received by the Government, 
with reference io the troubles at Fort 
Garry, all the information that it was ex- 
pedient to lay before the House, is con- 
tained in the return he had just laid on 
the table. 


Business. 


DEBT TO MR. BREWSTER. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) asked whether 
it was the intention of the Government to 
place in the Estimates a sum for the pay- 
ment of the debt due to Mr. Brewster, as 
recommended by the Committee ? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said such was not 
the intention of the Government. 


HUDSON’S BAY COMPANY. 


Mr. DUFRESNE asked whether the sum 
of £300,000 Sterling had been paid to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, and if so, when ? 


Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Government had not paid the £300,000, 
nor any part of it. 


PROTECTION OF FISHERIES. 


Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL asked 
whether any correspondence had taken 
place between the Dominion Government 
and the Government of Prince Edward’s 
Island, in reference to the protection of 
Fisheries during the approaching fishing 
season, in accordance with the policy an- 
nounced by the Government of Canada. 


Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER asked 
that hon. gentleman if he would allow this 
motion to stand over. The correspond- 
ence was not yet completed, and until it 
was it would be inexpedient to bring any 
of it down. 


HARBOURS OF REFUGE. 


Mr. STEPHENSON moved for reports 
&c., connected with the Harbour of Refuge 
on Lakes Erie and Huron, and spoke of 
the loss occasioned by the want of said 

harbour, and its importance to the trade 
passing down these lakes, 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said that the 
hon, members of this House have the right 
to be astonished, and to think that the 
people of Ontario believe themselves to be- 
long to asuperior class of men in the Do- 
minion, and he may say that he has re- 
marked that at each sitting of the House 
great demands for local ameliorations of 
the Western part of the Dominion have 
been made, Butthe hon. members of the 
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West ought to know that Nova Scotia, 
New Brunswick, and Quebecare also a part 
of the Confederation, and that in the ex- 
penses and ameliorations of our inland 
navigation, they have the lawful right to 
obtain an equal share of consideration on 
the part of the Government. He did not 
pretend to say that Ontario, so populous and 
so rich, ought not to receive a due consid- 
eration in the expenses to be made in the 
inland navigation, and he might say that 
for himself he was highly in favour of a Ship 
Canal from the Georgian Bay to Toronto ; 
and that he approved and would vote all 
necessary sums of money for the enlarge- 
ment of our canals He saw with satisfac- 
tion the steps taken by the Government 
in regard to the Grenville Canal. But he 
must add that although he approved of all 
these ameliorations, for almost the sole 
benefit and advantages of Ontario, yet he 
would take this opportunity furnished by 
his hon. friend for Kent, to ask the Gov- 
ernment what is their intention with res- 
pect to a Harbour of Refuge at the head 
of the Coteau Rapids, which is so much 
needed, as may be seen by the numerous 
petitions signed by Mr. Allan, and all 
those interested in our inland navigation. 
And he (Mr. Masson) would not care to 
aak it as a measure of the utmost neces- 
sity for those peculiarly engaged in the 
trade of navigation on our Lakes. In1856 
he obtained a vote of four thousand dollars 
for that object, but that sum having been 
found insufficient, from the surveys and 
plans of the Engineer-in-Chief, he now 
hoped that the present Minister of Public 
Works would not forget to give to Quebec 
what may also be right to give to Ontario, 
and would recommend a suitable sum for 
a good Harbour at Coteau du Lac. 


Mr. McKENZIE deprecated the use of 
sectional arguments in matters of this 
kind, when it was clearly the duty of the 
Government to build a harbour, it should be 
built irrespective of locality. He would 
call the attention of the member for Sou- 
langes to the fact, that according to the re- 
turns already published there had been 
expended in the Province of Quebec within 
the last fifteen years something consider- 
ably over one million dollars for harbours ; 
while for harbours on the Lakes only $142,- 
000 had been expended. Perhaps Coteau 
du Lac was in need of a harbour; but the 
true position of the Government was to as- 
certain whether the want of a harbor caused 
a serious loss to the shipping trade, and if it 
did, it was therefore, to the interests of the 
whole Dominion that the harbour should be 
built there. Of this much there could be 
no doubt, that large loss had been caused by 
bad lights in Lakes Erie and Huron, while 
no part of the Gulf trade had suffered to 
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any extent on account of the deficiency in 
lights and harbours, 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges,) pointed out 
that the expenditure on harbours in the 
Province of Quebec was largely for the 
benefit of the people of Ontario, whose 
trade came through Quebec. 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry) said it 
was for the benetit of the whole 
Dominion that there should be a 
Harbour of Refuge at Coteau du 


Lac, the whole Western Province had to 
depend upon the St. Lawrence for an out- 
let for their produce, and along the whole 
route there was no place where a Harbour 
of Refuge wasso much needed as Coteau 
du Lac. It was very much exposed to 
winds, and vessels were sometimes com- 
pelled to anchor out on the Lakes, which 
was very dangerous. This matter had 
been neglected too long, and the Govern- 
ment would do well to take it into con- 
sideration as soon as possible, 


Mr. MILLS observed that in the Local 
Legislatures was the place to advocate local 
and sectional interests. The members of 
the General Parliament should not con- 
sider themselves as representatives of any 
particular locality, bnt of the whole peo- 
ple of Canada. ‘The only question to be 
considered in this instance, was this: was 
a Harbour of Refuge needed upon Lake 
Erie. He could say from his own know- 
ledge, that during the past fall there was 
shipping lost in that lake valued at three 
times the amount required to build a 
harbour. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) thought the mem- 
ber for Lambton had laid down the cor- 
rect principle, that the Government should 
know no locality in these matters, it could 
easily be shown that in times past the Pro- 
vince of Quebec had had its full share of 
the funds used for public improvements. 
This matter was of very great importance 
not only to the locality itself, but to the 
whole of the Dominion. Kvery Govern- 
ment that had been in power for years 
back had promised to have these harbours 
built. The same notice as that now 
submitted by the member for Kent had 
been, in perhaps a modified shape, pre- 
sented to Parliament some six or seven 
times. He himself (Mr. Cameron) had 
brought the matter before the Govern- 
ment repeatedly, and had been repeated: 
ly informed that the work would be pro- 
ceeded with immediately, but neverthe- 
less nothing had been done, although Par- 
liament had approved of all these proceed- 
ings by making appropriations for the pur- 
pose. Select committees had been several 
times appointed to enquire into the 
matter and hid taken the evidence of 
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lake captains, engineers, underwriters and 
insurance managers. These Committees 
had all pressed upon the several Govern- 
ments the importance and practicability of 
the work. Almost every Government 
in the old Province of Canada had made 
promises on the subject, but. still the ves- 
sels sailing on these lakes were exposed 
tothe full violence and danger of every 
storm that passed. The only reason he 
could assign for these delays was that given 
the other day to an hon. member in refer- 
ence to Canals, namely, that the finances 
would not allow of it. His own opinion 
was that if the Government made up its 
mind to go on with any work, there would 
be no difficulty in finding the money. 
Tt was the duty of the Government to find 
the money. The Government had ne- 
glected the matter in a way they 
should not have done, and the con- 
sequence was that the coasting trade 
was very materially suffering thereby. 
To his certain knowledge there was not 
now in his locality one Canadian bottomed 
coasting vessel, where formerly there had 
been five. They were now either changed 
to American bottoms, or were gone off to 
engage in trade elsewhere. Part of the 
consideration which was offered to induce 
the people of the West to vote in fayour 
of Confederation, was that we were to 
have our harbours improved, and our 
canals enlarged, so that vessels of the 
largest kind could go from one end of the 
Dominion to the other. This had not 
been done, and even if it had been, ves- 
sels could not be safe on the great lakes, 
without these harbours of refuge wherein 
to seek shelter in cases of the violent 
_ storms, which any one acquainted with 
those waters knew were so prevalent there. 
He did not expect the Government to 
construct all these works at once, but he 
waned to see them commenced. He had 
supported, and would do so, every motion 
of the Government which had for its ob- 
ject the bringing under one Government 
all parts of British America, but he thought 
the Government should not neglect the 
Dominion, as it now is, for what it may be 
ten years hence. 


Mr. BLAKE said the Government had 
constructed Harbours of Refuge for an ex- 
minister and for an ex-supporter; they 
had constructed snug berths for them, 
and he hoped they would now find means 
to construct the particular kind of Har- 
bours of Refuge now under the consider- 
ation of the House. On the discussion of 
the supplies last year, the question of 
Harbours came up, and the argument 
used by the Government was, that it would 
not do for the Government to interfere with 
the smaller Harbours, which, they argued, 
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came within the province of the Local 
Governments. The position the matter 
was left in by this policy was most unsatis- 
factory. He considered that the idea of 
inserting In the Confederation Act a pro- 
vision that trade, commerce, and naviga- 
tion should come under the control of the 
Central Government, could be defended 
only on the ground that these matters 
should be removed, from the action of the 
Local Government, and that the clause 
herein be inserted, to be dealt with by 
the Dominion House, it was their duty to 
entirely ignore the question as to how 
much has to be spent in one Province, or 
how much in the other. He would never 
be found making a comparison between 
the amounts expended in the two Pro- 
vinces. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said they used to be 
told. before the Confederation Act was 
passed that we should hear no more of sec- 
tional squabbles or feeling; that we should 
be one people from one end of the Pro- 
vince to the other ; that we should deal 
with the great questions to come before us 
with the broad views of statesmen. He 
was sorry to hear now, day by day, the 
spirit of section creeping into the House, 


as well as a_ spirit of personal 
acrimony, even less to be desir- 
ed. The words of the member for 


Durham had fallen on his ears almost like 
music. If Confederation was to be asuccess 
we must bear in mind that we are one peo- 
ple, and we must endeavour to forget our 
sectional feelings. Hon. members might 
accuse him ofat one time talking section- 
ally. So he did, but having sunk the pro- 
vincial in the British American he had 
set to work to think of the whole Domin- 
ion as one. In Nova Scotia, before Con- 
federation, the Province had granted one 
third of the annual cost of building arti- 
ficial harbours. Sometimes these works 
were of so great an extent as to be al- 
most international works, and were there- 
fore granted larger appropriations. When 
he came to Ottawahe thought these works 
would be taken in hand by the Govern- 
mentand dealt within the same spirit. 
This, however, had not been done. 
The Government should have some 
policy on this subject. Only the charge 
of constructing the larger or interna- 
tional works should be thrown on the 
Dominion. This was a subject which deep- 
ly interested him, and he had talked it 
over several times with the late Minister 
of Public Works, and he believed that 
the present Minister was prepared to deal 
with the question in a proper spirit. 


Mr. MACKENZIE had intended when 
speaking before to have asked the Gov- 
ernment what policy they had on this syb- 
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ject. Last session the Minister of Public 


Works had informed the House that the 
Government had the matter under consid- 
eration, and that they would next ses- 
sion present their policy. He rather 
inferred from the remarks ofthe Secretary 
of State that they had no policy or he had | 
forgotten it. He did not consider the 
change in the office of Minister of Public 
Worksa sufficient reason for not now 
bringing down this policy 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) advo- 
cated thepropriety of constructing a har- 
bour of refuge at Fond du Lac, as being of 
great importance; not only locally, but be- 
cause all the ships carrying produce of the 
Western markets passed that way. He 
acknowledged the difficulty in which the 
Government was placed of distinguishing 
between local and public improvements. 
On the upper lakes this difficulty existed 
to the fullest extent, but on the St. 
Lawrence all these improvements were of 
a public nature. He had been inclined to 
defend the Government, but the Hon. 
Secretary of State had almost taken this 
out of his power by attacking them for 
their want of policy in the matter. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER — What 
does Sir Isaac Newton say on the sub- 
ject? (laughter). 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) 
said that if the honourable gentle- 
man would attend to his Department 
as Minister of Militia, without attend- 
ing to the heavenly bodies, he might give 
satisfaction in the management of the Mi- 
litia, which he (Mr. Jones) was sorry to say 
he did not C(aughter). If he would not 
soar so high, and would pay less attention 
to celestial matters he might, perhaps, get 
on better with things sublunary. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said» that the 
member for Kent had been untiring in his 
efforts to bring this matter before the 
Government. He (Hon. Mr. Langevin) 
fully appreciated the position of the hon. 
members who were pressed by their con- 
stituents to bring forward these matters, 
and to get such works proceeded with; 
but on the other hand it was the duty of 
the Government to see, before undertak- 
ing the construction of these works, that the 
proper site was selected, and that no mis- 
take was made in the construction. The 
Government since Confederation had not 
lost sight of these important interests in 
the West. For the last two years es- 
pecially the engineers had been 
collecting data and making surveys on 
Lakes Huron and Erie. The information 
in the hands of the Government was now 
very full. The report of the Chief Engi- 
neer, Mr. Page, which reflected very great 
eredit on himself and Mr, Munroe, his as- 
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sistant, had only been presented within 
ten or twelve days. There had, therefore 

hon. members would see, been no unne. 
cessary delay on the party of the Govern. 
ment. He (Mr.Langevin) had made his re- 
portto the Council on the subject, and the 
report was now there. The Engineers had 
selected certain spots for these harbours 
of retuge, and the Government intended to 
recommend that the House make appro- 
priations to commence the construction of 
these harbours which would be started at 
certain places. It would be quite obvious 

he said, why he should not state the parti. 
cular places to be recommended, but this 
the House would be informed of ona fu- 
ture day. Ue hoped the hon. member 
for Soulanges would not now press him to 
bring down the papers he asked for. 
would have another  opportu- 
nity, of asking for them, when he 
brought down the motion, which he had 
placed on the paper. But he must say, in 
answer to the charge made against the 
hon, member -for Soulanges, that he (Mr. 
Langevin) understood the member for 
Soulanges to say, in a jocular way, that he 
hoped the fact of the Minister of Public 
Works being from Quebec, and being dis- 
posed to act justly towards Ontario, would 
not prevent him doing the same to Que- 
bec. He said the Hon. Minister of State 
was quite right in saying that the Govern- 
ment must have a policy on the subject of 
harbours all through the Dominion. That 
policy would be made known at the pro- 
per time. 

Mr. MILLS. .Whatis it? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that if the 
hon. member would put his question on the 
notice paper it would be answered as 
all other questions to the Government 
were. He had much pleasure in saying 
that the members for South Huron and 
Bothwell, need not quarrel among them- 
selves respecting these harbours. The 
Government would not lose sight of either 
Lakes, when asking a vote from the House. 

Hon. E.B. WOOD presumed, before 
being asked for the appropriation, Gov- 
ernment would announce what harbours 
they proposed to deal with. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, that would 
be stated when the estimates were brought 
down. 

Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the Govern- 
ment would alsoannounce some definite 
policy on this subject. 

The resolution was carried. 


of Refuge. 


INSPECTION OF_HIDES. 


Mr. HARRISON moved the House into 
Committee on the resolutions, respecting 
the inspection of hides and leather. 
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The House rose and reported the reso- | railway. 
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But the character of a coun- 
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lution as amended, and a Bill founded on | try cannot be known from the shores of 


them was introduced. 


CUSTOMS UNION. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON, when the reso- 
lution on Customs Union was called, said, he 
did not intend to proceed to-day with the 
motion, but thought it fair, to those who 
took some interest in the matter. to give 
notice, that he intended to take up the 
subject on Wednesday. He felta good 
deal of embarrrassment at not being able 
to secure any information of what had 
taken place between this Government and 
that of the United States with 
regard to the commercial rela- 
tions between the two countries. He 
perfectly recognized the force, of not yet 
communicating these, as not being for the 
public interest; but the Government 
might, at least, have indicated the course 
the negotiations were taking ; but he would 
probably take an opportunity of enquiring, 
whether, either on the part of the United 
States or Canadian negotiators there had 
been indicated a desire to relax the policy 
with regard to some articles—for instance, 
those of manufacturers. He hoped, that 
to the question, he would receive a satis- 
factory reply. 


COMPENSATION TO TOWNSHIPS. 


Hon. Mr. E. B. WOOD’S motion, regard- 
ing compensation to Townships, &c., was 
allowed to stand on account of the illness 
of Sir John A, Macdonald. 


LAKE NIPIGON REGION. 


Dr. GRANT in moving for the survey, 
&c., of the Nipigon country, said, it must 
be gratifying to learn, that they were, 
shortly to be put in possession in an official 
form, of what information had been col- 
lected regarding the Nipigon territory. 
An accurate knowledge of it is absolutely 
indispensable, as it is understood that it is 
entirely different from what has been gen- 
erally supposed. Considerable surprise 
was expressed, when the announcement 
was made in the Western journals, of the 
discoveries made by the geological survey, 
under the able charge of Professor Bell, 
that so large a lake as Nipigon, and so fine 
a country, near Lake Superior, should have 
remained almost unknown. ‘This was only 
one of the wonders in connection with the 
North West Territory, of which compara- 
tively little was known, much having been 

taken for granted. The whole region, 
north of Lake Superior,was supposed to be 


so mountainous as to present an almost | 


insuperable __ barrier 
Mr. Harrison. 


to continuous 


great lakes, or oceans. This was the case 
with reference to the Nipigon region in 
proof of which he referred to Mr. Russell’s 
work. The character of the surface ofa 
country depends on its geological struc- 
ture, and the Canadian side of Lake Super- 
ior is considerably varied in that respect. 
It has an East as well as a Northside; the 
first mountainous for a distance back from 
the lake, the north for a limited extent, 
and the north west for a very considerable 
distance. Under present  circumstan- 
ces what was really the north side was of 
the greatest importance, and its physical 
characteristics were different from what 
had been supposed. The whole North 
American continent, east of the Rocky 
Mountains, had been described by Sir 
William Logan and Sir J. Richardson as a 
vast plain inclining to the Atlantic side. 
The Lake Superior Basin 1,000 miles from 
the Atlantic and on the highest part of 
the continent was only 600 feet above sea 
level. From close to the shores of Lake 
Superior the streams flow north to Hud- 
son’s Bay ,west to Winnipeg Basin, south 
to the Mississippi, and eastward the wat- 
ers ofthe lake flow to the St. Lawrence. 
The Nipigon river was considerably larger 
than any other feeder of Lake Superior, 
and flowed from a lake which should be 
considered one of the great lakes of the St. 
Lawrence. It received the waters of six- 
teen large rivers and was situated just 
north of the extreme north part 
of Lake Superior, the distance 
between the two, being about 30 miles, 
and a difference of level more nearly 150 
feet than 400 feet, at which it had been 
generally given. It is about seventy-five 
miles by fifty, having large bays and ac- 
cording to Bell an’ area of 3,700 miles, 
studded with islands, some of which would 
form whole townships, most of them cov- 
ered with excellent soil. So far as was 
known the affluents of the Nipigon flowed 
through an exceedingly level country of 
clay covered with sandy loam, giving a 
rich growth of grass. Not a rock was to 
be found over a great extent of the dis- 
trict, and with little difficulty the country 
could be converted into a habitation for a 
thriving community. The farm at the 
Hudson’s Bay post on the northwest side 
of the Lake, cultivated for many years, 
produced as good crops as could be seen 
in Ontario. During the first week in Au- 
gust, Bell’s party procured good potatoes 
from the Indians while, a short time later, 
they were in abundance. Wheat, trom 
want of mills, was not much cultivated, 
but was said to dowell. The cold waters 
of Lake Superior exerted a chilling influ- 
ence in the vicinity, but a short distance 
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that of the settled portions of Canada. 
The assumption of geologists was that 
in the North American Continent, the 
Laurentian Belt starting from the Labrador 
Peninsula, ran south west to the region 
of the Great Lakes, and then turning 
north west, ran out to the Arctic Sea, 
ina V shaped course. Therecent exploa 
rations of Mr. Bell, showed that the Belt 
was broken by a great gap of unascertained 
width inwhich the Nipigon country was 
situated. Thus instead of the barrier 
Laurentian region supposed to exist, form- 
ing an insuperable barrier to civilization, 
there was a moderately level country, 
fertile, suitable for settlement and aftord- 
ing great facilities for railway construction. 
After describing the geological character of 
different districts he said it was through the 
Silurian country north of Lake Superior. 
Mr. Bell considered there was an_ easy 
route for a railway by Black Stangen River 
to Lake Nipigon, thence by Gull River to 
Lonely Lake, by English and Winnipeg 
Rivers to the prairie country of Red River. 
It had been generally supposed, from a 
want of the proper information, that the 
country north of Lake Superior was of a 
broken and barren character, and unfit for 
settlement, and as a means of communica- 
tion with the West Prairie country. Such 
an idea would tend to the impression that 
the only safe and natural inlet to the North 
West was through the Minnesota country. 
But recent explorations prove this formid- 
able range of mountains to have no great 
breadth, and that to the north there lies a 
vast level country of clayey formation, ex- 
tending in the direction of Hudson’s Bay. 
The importance of such discoveries, both 
as regarded the probable capabilities of 
the country for agricultural purposes, and 
the facilities for making a suitable route 
of communication could not be over esti- 
mated. It was well known that in the 
region of the Laurentian the surface was 
rough, rugged, covered with numerous 
irregular shaped- grades, separated by 
ranges of barren rock wholly unfit for set- 
' tlement, and presenting the most formid- 
able difficulties to the economical 
construction of any communication with 
the inner country. But in the Silurian 
country the elevations and depressions 
were fewer, the lakes larger, and the lead- 
ing characteristics such as would warrant 
the supposition that a good route could be 
made through it at a moderate outlay, and 
the adjacent country be at once ready for 
settlement. The line under construction 
by Mr. Dawson, might be rendered avail- 
able, as a temporary way to the North 
West, but recent accounts would go to 
show that the permanent route would be 
found to the North of the Thunder Bay 
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region, where, in all probability, the lesser 
summit would be met with. It was of vast 
importance that a route should be con- 


tinuous, so that frequent  tranship- 
ment should, as far as possible, be 
avoided. It would be well, if any im- 


provement projected were made, to form 
a link in the railway system which must 
sooner or latter extend through British 
Territory from the Atlantic to the Pacitic. 
It appeared to him that a mixed canal and 
road system would not meet the wants of 
the country, but if it should be decided to 
carry such a system out, he thought the 
proposed location was not the proper one, 
for it was in the wrong place, and had the 
great disadvantage of having one of the 
canal termini fully 800 feet above the 
level of Lake Superior—whereas it would 
be found that by taking the Nipigon route, 
the whole lockage between Superior. and 
Winnipeg would not equal that required 
between Shebandowan and Thunder Bay. 
Such being the case, he thought that vig- 
ourous measures should be adopted with- 
out great delay to explore the country 
lying to the west of Lake Nipigon, and 
that efforts should be made to obtain, at 
least, an approximately correct idea 
of the geography of English River, Lac 
Lend, and to determine the lowest summit 
between the waters discharging into the 
Winnipeg and those flowing into Superior. 
The north shore of Lake Superior was 
from 1,800 to 1,500 feet high, and the 
summit on the boundary line, (Arrow 
Lake) was 1,050 feet above its surface. 
Shebandowan Lake in Dawson’s report 
was stated to be 810 feet above Lake 
Superior, and Dog Lake 718 feet. ‘That 
pointed out a marked descending series, 
and from what was known of the country 
to the north, it was reasonable to suppose 
that a comparatively level line could be 
obtained at a much less elevation. In 
fact, said he, everything pointed to the 
conclusion that it was in the Nipigon coun- 
try where we should look for a route that 
would falfil the required conditions, 
afford a rapid passage from the great lakes 
to the interior of the North West, as well 
as a means of export for the soon to be 
developed agricultural wealth of that 
country—whilst it would at the same time 
forma link in the large scheme of an 
Inter-oceanic Railway on British soil. The 
streams of Oriental commerce, so long in 
the hands of European nations, and carried 
round the Cape of Good Hope, and across 
the Isthmus of Suez, have already been 
tapped by the pioneer line of American 
steamers from San Francisco to Yokohama 
and Shanghai. The tonnage of San Fran- 
cisco alone increased from 765,900 tons in 
1866, to 901,400 tons in 1867. The number 
of passengers arriving in 1867 was 38,300, 
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was nearly equalled by the aggregate of the 
first half of 1868, being 32,000. The opin- 
ion ardently expressed in scientific quar- 
ters is that the entire passage from Lon- 
don to Yokohama, through New York and 
San Francisco, will be reduced to the time 
required for a voyage across the Pacific, 
about three weeks. The trade of China 
and the neighbouring islands, amounts to 
300,000,000 per annum, which was chiefly, 
in former times, in European hands, but 
is now rapidly passing into the neighbour- 
ing Republic. Through the principle es- 
tablished in the Illinois Central of land 
concessions in aid of Railroads, no less than 
58,108,581,40 acres, not including 3,782,- 
218,27 acres, for military waggon roads, 
were conceded. Through this policy a 
system of railroads has been inaugurated, 
giving an untold impulse to industrial and 
and commercial activity. Looking to even- 
tualities, Englan'!, although she has in 
India an army of 150,000 troops, of 
whom 7(),000 are English, yet her 
main hope in the reconstruction of 
Indian civilization and the consolidation 
of her Indian Empire, was by the con- 
struction of a magnificent system of rail- 
roads, involving an expenditure of $440, 
000,000. Thus civilization is radiated 
downwards through a strata of ignorance 
and superstition, forming a unique politi- 
cal and social organism, the first Colonial 
Empire of the world. What is thus ac- 
complhshed for Hindoostan, towards mak- 
ing a market for her products by railway 
communication, is only an evidence of what 
such a communication would bring about 
for the ‘ North West Territory.” It is by 
the establishment of railway communica- 
tion, the warp and woof alone of Domin- 
ion consolidation, that we will ever be 
enabled to place our industrial and com- 
mercial interests upon a substantial footing, 
and secure at the same time the perma- 
nency of our institutions. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD seconded the 
motion. 


Mr. SIMPSON (Algoma) said, this was a 
subject in which he felt deep iterest, in- 
asmuch as the country referrel to was 
within his constituency. La;t session he 
brought this matter before the attention 
of the House, and had urged on Govern- 
ment the importance as a first step of a 
survey of the country from the North 
shore of Lake Superior to the Ottawa 
River. He was glad to find that favour- 
able statements respecting Nipigon terri- 
tory made by the last speaker were fully 
confirmed by the evidence of Professor Rell 
before the Investigation Committee ; and 
he would add that his own opinion of this 
country had always been in accordance 
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mer some of the officers of the Board of 
Works were sent to examine into the state 
of works going on from Fort William, west- 
ward. The Reports of these officers had not 
yet been published, but from information 
he had himself received on that point, he 
was certain that this Dawson route, as it 
was called, would prove a huge failure. On 
that point he had not the slightest doubt. 
In the first place, the levels had been very 
inaccurately estimated. One of the largest 
dams ever built in this country would have 
to be built at the mouth of the Matawan 
River. The dimensions of it were some- 
thing enormous—half a mile long and in 
many places 60 feethigh. Further, he had 
been informed that in that part of the 
country there was no clay with which to 
‘‘nuddle” the works, and then when com- 
pleted instead of costing $12,000, as es- 
timated, it would cost not less than twelve 
millions ; and the lockige along that route 
would alone cost more than the amount 


estimated for the completion of the 
whole works. From information he had 


received he was satisfied that in that sec- 
tion there were only three or four months’ 
navigation in the year. The inland lakes 
did not break up in spring till much 
later than Lake Superior broke up. 
The country there was frost ‘bound, 
and he had been informed 
by surveyors who had returned from’ there 
that they were obliged to give up the 
work on the 12th of October. Such a 
route was no way through which to take 
emigrants. He was satisfied that that 
route would never be completed, and that 
the Nipigon route would finally have to be 
selected. The Dawson route was through 
a succession of swampy lands, interspersed 
with small lakes and rocky hills, and it 
would be impossible to make a railroad 
through it. Nearly all the ranges of hills 
were not parallel to the water courses, as 
usual, but across it, and therefore it was 
unfit for railways. From what he had been 
informed he was assured that the Nipigon 
territory was far superior to this both for 
railways and canals, as well as for agricul- 
tural purposes. He trusted, therefore, 
that the Government would send out offi. 
cers in the spring to examine that terri- 
tory as well as the Dawson route, so 
that the merits of both might be known 
and compared. He had nothing specially 
to say against the gentleman in charge of 
the works on the Dawson route, but he had 
been informed that if they had been done 
by contract, the cost would have been 
much less. There was a general impres- 
sion abroad, that portions of the road were 
completed so that troops, ammunition 
and provisions could be sent to Red River 
by that way in spring. That was altogether 


with these statements. During last sum-|a mistake, and he had no doubt that if 
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troops were sent there they would have 
to be sent by the old Hudson Bay Com- 

any’s canoe route. The only way to 
hold the Red River country was by send- 
ing ina large emigration, and also a de- 
tachment of troops to keep order in the 
territory. He had been in that territory at 
the time when the 6th Regiment was there, 
and during that time there was no_ distur- 
bance, and settlers were on the best of 
terms with the troops. But 
when there were no troops’ there 
whenever a disturbance broke out, no mat- 
ter what class of the population caused it, 
they had the law entirely in their own 
hands,and the Hudson’s Bay Company had 
no means of asserting their authority; and if 
to-morrow ourGovernment was to make 
peaceful arrangements with the delegates, 
now said to be on their way from Red River 
there was no way of holding that country, 
except by keeping a standing force there, 
and by sending a large number of emi- 
grants there. If we did not do that 
Americans would. He had seen letters 
from prominent men in the United 
States, including officers of the army which 
were to the effect, that it was the inten- 
tion of the United States, if Riel held out 
till spring, to send into that country an 
overpowering number of emigrants from 
the United States, the result of which 
would be, thatin the first meeting of an 
independent Parliament, they would vote 
themselves into the United States, and 
we would never secure that country ex- 
cept by war. He would repeat in conclu- 
sion thatthe only way to secure that ter- 
ritory was to open up communication with 
it through Canadian territory as speedily 
as possible, so that emigration could flow 
into that country, and to furnish the place 
with sufficient force to maintain order 
(cheers). 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had no ob- 
jection to the passage of the motion. The 
hon. gentlemen must, however, under- 
stand that some delay may take place in 
bringing down these reports. The prin- 
cipal was not as yet before the Govern- 
ment. They wiil have to be laid before 
the Council, after which they would be 
brought down, 

It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN resumed the debate. 
He said he believed there was‘a very deep 
anxiety in the country that there should 
be a definite and energetic policy pursued 
by the Government, so that this portion of 
the Dominion would be rendered accessi- 
ble to us. Hebelieved it was a settled 
opinion of members of this House and of 
the country that this northern country 
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must be bound to the Dominion by other 
than purely political ties. One way of de- 
veloping the resources of the country 
would be to find a passage on British soil 
for a railway, and the iron band of a rail- 
way would be much better for its defence 
than fortresses, and would be much more 
valuable, if not less expensive, than sol- 
diers. We must have the means of access 
through our own country, and there was 
deep feeling in the count/) in favour of the 
Government adopting an energetic policy 
to secure the means of access at once. 
They had heard how much had been done, 
or rather how little had been done, to 
open the way from Lake Superior to Lake 
Winnipeg. They had heard how ditticult 
would be the passage by that route, espe- 
cially for British troops, whose presence 
would be necessary in case the troubles 
there went any further; but it was mani- 
fest to those who had considered the ques- 
tion, that if efficient means had been taken 
by the Government with regard to com- 
munication, troops could have been sent 
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there at very much less expense. 
But it was very much better to 
give means of access -to ‘that 


territory than to spend money for ammuni- 
tion and soldiers. And if an energetic 
policy had been pursued to give means of 
transit thither, a great deal of trouble 
would have been saved. It would have 
strengthened immensely the bonds of our 
negotiations to that territory, and would 
not have rendered necessary the tiresome 
and expensive process by which union 
would have to be effected. He, therefore, 
urged upon the Government that not a 
single day was to be lost in opening com- 
munication with that territory. He 
thought the Government would be wise, if 
they learned from the experience of the 
past that a more rigourous policy ought to 
be adopted in future. 


Mr. HARRISON spoke of the great im- 
portance of the question, and said that a 
railway should be shortly commenced if 
Canada meant to hold the Red River Ter- 
ritory. ‘lhe best way to hold the territory 
would be by peopling it with loyal British 
emigrants. Unless we doso our American 
neighbours will people it with emigrants 
of a more objectionable kind. To facili- 
tate emigration a railway is absolutely ne- 
cessary. But in building it we should 
have regard to existing railways and exist- 
ing interests. Let us utilize existing 
means of communication as far as pos- 
sible and construct a railway from the 
head of Lake Superior. If private en- 
terprise be not adequate to such a great 
undertaking. a course should be pursued 
similar to that taken by the American 
Government with reference to the Pacific 
Railway. There should be liberal grants 
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of land in alternate blocks. By this means 
we shall not only build a railway but settle 
the country. The contemplated wagon 
road is not sufficient for purposes of settle- 
ment. 


Mr. BOWN said, if the road had been 
built he doubted very much whether there 
would have been any riot at Red River, 
and he pointed out that delegates to the 
convention there had also asked for the 
construction of a railway to Canada, (hear 
hear). Now when both ends were asked 
for this mode of communication, he 
thought the Government ought to take 
the earliest possible measures to ascertain 
the best route for a railway, and liberal 
land-grants ought to be given to. any com- 
pany that would undertake the work. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, a railway 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, over 
British territory, would do a great deal to 
consolidate the Dominion, but from ex- 
perience in the construction of the Inter- 
coloniil, he could not expect anything 
remarkable from the Canadian Govern- 
ment and went on to speak of the delay 
in its construction. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, asked 
the hon. member if he ever saw 500 miles 
of railway constructed in 18 months. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON, had seen 
greater progress in other railways and re- 
ferred to the demoralization and difficul- 
ties with contractors of the Intercolo- 
nial. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER.—There 
are no such difficulties. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON, referred to 
the American Pacific as an example of the 
rapid construction of a railway. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER.—That 
took seven years. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, the 
greatest: possible progress had not been 
made in the construction of the In- 
tercolonial, and if that were an example 
of Government construction it would be 
months and years before they would have 
a railway from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—You 
will have a drive from Quebec to Halifax 
in two years and a half, 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON was glad to see 
a gentleman so plucky and enthusiastic as 
the Minister of Militia. He then referred 
to the enterprise of American capitalists 
who had obtained grants of fifty million 
acres of land and were now hurrying up 
their Northern Pacific road through, from 
Duloth to ports on the Pacific, and sug- 
gested that this company might be in- 
duced to construct branches to Red River 
territory which would render it accessible 


Mr, Harrison, 
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to emigrants, until a road was constructed 
over Canadian soil. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE referred pleasantly to 
his former relations with the hon. member 
for Shefford, on account of which he con- 
troverted his opinions with some pain, 
but he conceived it to be his duty to do so. 
His hon. friend had been chaffing the Gov- 
ernment about the delay in constructing 
the Intercolonial, but he forgot that we 
had not: the assistance of the Chinese, who 
built the Pacific Railway for our neigh- 
bours. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON asked if the 
hon. gentleman believed the administra- 
tion of the Intercolonial road creditable to 
the Government. 

Hon Mr. HOWE—It had been said the In- 
tercolonial was for the benefit of Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick and not for Ontario, 
but Ontario took an excellent way of in- 
demnifying itself, for Ontario contractors 
employed poor devils. 

A member—Order. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE apologized, and said 
they employed blue noses, and then ran 
away and did not pay them. If this was 
not the way to indemnify Ontario for 
expenditure on the Intercolonial, he did 
not know what was. He then said com- 
munication must be had with the North 
West upon Canadian soilif they were going 
to hold that territory (hear, hear). He 
referred to the work of Americans in Min- 
nesota in building railways, and said i 
they did not obstruct settlers going to Red 
River, it would be common sense to make 
use of their means of communication, but 
if that was not the case we must havesome 
means of communication of our own. He 
had listened with pleasure to the speeches 
of the honourable members for Russell and 
Algoma, who had given much valuable in- 
formation. This was not the time to dis- 
cuss the question, but he believed the 
Government would deal with it satisfactor- 
ily, and that it would be ready to take 
counsel with hon. gentlemen on the other 
side of the House, and devise the most 
rapid and practicable means of connecting 
the whole Dominion and develop its re- 
sources. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL would make a few 
observations on the subject now before the 
House. He stated that they had had an 
elaborate speech from the hon. member 
for Russell, speaking in strong language 
with regard to the advantages that would 
be derived from opening up communica- 
tion with the North West by Lake Nee- 
pigon, and the value of the territory in 
that vicinity, No doubt the hon. member 
for Russell felt and believed all he said 
with reference to that territory. He (Mr, 
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Connell) had endeavoured to obtain some 
information on that subject. The Govern- 
ment had very properly sent out parties 
for the purpose of obtaining information. 
That would be shown when the papers 
came before the House. He (Mr. Connell) 
was impressed with the idea that there 
were not sufficient inducements to invite 
settlers to that district. If hisidea of that 
section of the country was correct, the soil 
and climate were not inviting. There was 
no forest, and fires had laid waste the 
greater portion of the district. The sea- 
son was short, hence there was no induce- 
ment tor emigrants. The hon. member 
for Algoma had truthfully stated the real 
state of things now taking place with re- 
gard to opening up communication with 
the North West. ‘They were now informed 
that the large expenditure taking place 
to open up communication was utterly 
useless and worse than thrown away. The 
route chosen by the Government was not 
the proper one. If an expenditure of ten 
times the amount estimated was put in that 
work no good would come ofit. He (Mr. 
Connell) was opposed to the first action of 
the Government on this North West ques- 
tion; but new arrangements were now 
made by the Hon. Minister of Militia and 
the iate Commissioner of Public Works. He 
(Mr. Connell), however, had but little faith 
in the matter. They must hold the Gov- 
. ernment responsible. The Government 
obtained authority from Parliament to ob- 
tain the necessary funds. They were 
clothed with power to go in and possess 
the land. What had been done? ‘The 
country was about lost to the Dominion 
and a large expense had been incurred. 
The people of that territory were in open 
rebellion. This was not all. He (Mr. 
Connell) believed that the class of persons 
which had put this Dominion to so large 
an expense, would be found pouring into 
that district at no distant day. If we 
could get the territory it would be 
at an endless expense, and he (Mr. 
Connell) did not believe the people 
of this Dominion would sanction it. 
The Hon. Secretary of State for the Pro- 
vinces did not give much encouragement 
with regard to this matter, but he seemed 
to think all will turn up right. Now the 
House had been in session about four 
weeks. What had been done? What in- 
formation had the Government imparted 
to the people of this Dominion? What is 
intended to be done? In the past there 
had been any amount of useless expendi- 
ture, entailing all kinds of difficulties in 
the North West. What right have we in 
that Territory? Parliament authorized 
Government to act. What have they done? 
Nothing, but bring us into difficulty, and 
wasted the public funds. It that territory 
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is to form part of this Dominion, it can 
only be done by arailway. That under 
present consideration is an important ques- 
tion. If we had opened up the country it 
would be a matter of consideration with 
the people of this Dominion whether they 
would sanction the project. ‘The whole 
subject is not encouraging for the future. 
The value of the country under present 
circumstances is problematical. Let us 
hope for the best. This was no time to 
discuss that subject. Let the papers be 
brought down. Let the policy of the Gov- 
ernment be examined. Let the people of 
the Dominion know the true state of 
things, and then let the House decide the 
course to be taken for the welfare of the 
Dominion. But at present’ this Govern- 
ment has not done anything but get things 
into difficulty. It is to be regretted that 
they have failed in their duty in this re- 
spect. 

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE regretted the 
discussion had taken such proportions at 
present, asit would have been better to have 
waited until the papers had been brought 
down, when fullinformation could be ob- 
tained. His hon. friend on his right (Hon. 
Mr. Huntington) had been incorrect in 
his geography, and had placed Duloth 
on the other side of St. Paul, while it 
was 200 miles on this side, and was not 
sofavourably situatedas Nipigon Bay or 
Thunder Bay for connection with Red River 
He saw no reason why the Dominion 
should findit necessary to subsidize any 
American, company (hear, hear), for the 
road should pass through our own territory. 
He deprecated the remarks of his hon. 
friend opposite (Mr. Connell) with re. 
gard to the expense of vindicating the 
authority of the Dominion, and of the 
Empire in relation to troubles in the North 
West. That must be done at all costs 
and at all hazards (cheers). We must feel 
precisely in the position of an individual 
who has been affronted, that until that af: 
front is wiped out no other question must 
stand in the way of vindicating our position 
(hear, hear). He considered that the 
proper time for the hon. member for 
Algoma and others, to have expressed their 
opinion about the route chosen by Mr. 
Dawson for a road, was during the dis- 
cussion last spring, when their views would 
have been of some use. He had no doubt, 
if the Government showed anything like 
decision and activity in the construction 
of that road, they would have got it done 
by spring, when it would be required by 
emigrants, but the Government had showed 
that same want of activity, and firmness, 
and decision which characterized all their 
works. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Don’t 
go too far. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said he did not go too 
far, asthe Hon. Minister of Militia knew 
perfectly well, and indeed injured his 
party by his moderation, but he must tell 
the truth even if he did now injure the 
Government a little. He had no doubt, 
from information he had received, that 
this Dawson road was worse in its manage- 
ment than the Intercolonial. But he did 
not desire to bring on discussion at present, 
as the whole conduct of the Government 
would soon pass under review, and as re- 
ference would be made to Mr. Macdougall, 
who was ill, it would be unjust to indulge 
in any remarks about him while he was 
absent. 


Mr. JONES (North Leeds,) said the Gov- 
ernment ought to reflect seriously before 
undertaking the construction of a railway 
which would cost a hundred millions of 
dollars, and lead to a country where the 
thermometer was 45 degrees below zero 
(laughter.) He expected it would belike 
the Intercolonial, which would cost twenty 
millions more than twenty millions already 
borrowed. 


Mr.A. P. McDONALD (Middlesex,) urged 
the adoption of liberal land grants as in 
the American system, which was the only 
way of peaceably obtaining possession of 
the territory. He considered the route 
from Fort William to Fort Garry imprac- 
ticable, and that it would cost over twelve 
millions of dollars to make it available for 
three months of the year, and in his judg- 
ment no Government could keep peace- 
able possession of the North West without 
railroad communication through British 
territory. The properroute was along the 
valley of the Ottawa River; and if’ the 
Government would give $12,000 in cash 
and 12,000 acres of land per mile, they 
would find a company that would build 
the road within five years and not ask the 
Government for any assistance until they 
completed fifty miles. The company, 
moreover, would do all their own survey- 
ing and engineering without any cost to 
the Government. 

The motion was carried. 

Mr. WALSH said reference had been 
made incidentally to the Intercolonial 
Railway, but as all matters connected with 
that enterprise would be placed before the 
House to-morrow he would not now answer 
them, but he believed he would be able to 
show that there had been no extravagance 
or unnecessary delay on the part of the 
Commissioners. He thought it would be 
more convenient that a general discussion 
should take place when the papers were 
brought down, and therefore he declined 
being drawn into a premature discussion 
at this time. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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FINANCIAL RELATIONS OF PROVINCES. 


Nipigon. 


Mr. BLAKE rose to move an address to 
Her Majesty, to cause a measure to be 
submitted to the Imperial Parliament, 
providing that the Parliament of Canada 
shall not have the power to disturb the 
financial relations established by the Bri- 
tish North America Act between Canada 
and the several Provinces, as altered by 
the Act respecting Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Sir. GEORGE E. CARTIER, re- 
qnested the hon, member to allow the 
motion to stand over, on account of the 
illness of Sir John A. Macdonald, 


Mr. BLAKE consented. 


SUMS PAID FOR BARRACKS. 


Mr. BLAKE moved an address for a re- 
turn of all sums paid by the Government 
of Canada for Barracks for the Imperial 
troops between Jan. 1861 and Jan. 1869. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER § sug- 
gested an addition: Theamount Govern- 
ment is liable now for the maintenance of 
barracks. 


Motion passed. 
RIDEAU HALL AND SPENCER WOOD. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) moved 
an address for a statement of costs and 
charges connected with the repairs, etc., 
of Rideau Hall and Spencerwood. He said 
the Governor General’s salary was now 
$50,000, and that should be sufficient to 
cover all the expenses of his establish- 
ments. 


Carried. 
LIABILITIES OF LATE PROVINCE. 


Mr. BLAKE moved for statementsin de- 
tail of all payments made by the Govern- 
ment of Canada on account of liabilities of 
the late Province of Canada since 30th 
June, 1869. He cited from returns laid 
before the House, to the effect, that a 
large number of old claims against the 
late Province of Canada which had been 
rejected by former administrations, had 
been paid by the Dominion Government 
on account of Ontario and Quebec. He 
could scarcely believe that this had been 
done with the consent of the representa- 
tives of Ontario and Quebec. 


Motion Carried. 
INSPECTOR OF DRILL SHEDS, TORONTO. 


Mr. BLAKE moved for a statement of 
the salary and expenses of the Inspector of 
Drill Sheds at Toronto. He wished some 
explanation with regard to this officer, as 
there was no similar officer in other dis- 
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tricts. He had been informed also, that| Montreal, moved for by the member for 


the person filling that station was not qual- | South Waterloo, 


ified by previous training to supervision, 
in an architectural and engineering sense 
at any rate. What duties that officer dis- 
charged he was at aloss to conjecture, and 
therefore he asked for the injunction. 


Hon. Sir. GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
no such officer had been appointed since 
he was at the head of the Militia Depart- 
ment. He had been told, that before that 
time, there had been some trouble with 
regard to the Toronto Drill Shed, and that 
an Officer had been appointed to doa 
specific work; but he had not been able 
to find in the records of the Department 

‘that there was any officer having the title 

of ‘¢ Inspector of Drill Sheds.’? He would 
therefore suggest that the hon. gentleman 
add to his motion, ‘or any officer assum. 
ing that title.’ 

Mr. BLAKE said, he found. the title-in 
the Public Accounts applied to Thomas 
Pakson Scovill, and $12,000 paid him. 


Motion carried. 
DUTIES ON NOTES. 


On the Order of the Day for the House 
to go into Committee on Mr. Harrison’s 
Bill to amend the Act imposing duties on 
Promissory Notes and Bills of Exchange, 

Mr. HARRISON said, that since he had 
introduced this Bill a similar Bill had been 
introduced by the member for Digby. He 
would, therefore, move the appointment 
of a Select Committee to whom both Bills 
could be referred.—Carried. 


JUSTICHS OF PEACE. 


Mr. HARRISON moved the second read- 
ing of the Bill, to amend an Act respec- 
ting the duties of Justices of the Peace out 
of session, in relation to summary con- 
victions and orders.—Carried- 

The Billwas then referred to the Select 
Committee to which was referred Bill No. 
2, having the same title. 


RETURNS ASKED FOR. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had called 
the attention of the Premier on Friday, to 
the non-appearance of several returns 
which had been asked for, and that the 
hon. gentleman had promised that they 
should be brought down to-night. He 
now called the attention of the hon. gen- 
tleman opposite to the unwarrantable de- 
lay which had occurred. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER asked 


which returns he referred to. 


Mr. MACKENZIE mentioned particu- 


larly the papers relating to the Bank of 


There were also the 
papers relating to the Thunder Bay road, 
and copies of the tenders and contracts 
for the Departmental printing. 

The House then adjourned at 9.30. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, Maron, 15 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
LIGHT HOUSES, BUOYS AND BEACONS. 


The House went into Committee on the 
Bill relating to Light Houses, Buoys and 
Beacons.—Hon. Mr. WARK in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER, on rising to move 
certain amendments to the Bill, objected 
to those provisions, which transferred 
the Department of Marine and Fisheries 
powers and duties which properly belong- 
ed to the Department of Public Works, 
namely, the power to direct the construc- 
tion of all light houses; light ships, &c. 
and was proceeding to justify his objec- 
tions when, 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it might save 
his hon. friend opposite the necessity of 
making a speech, if he (Mr. Mitchell) in- 
formed the House, that he had decide 
to modify the clauses objected to. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER, however, proceed- 
ed with his remarks, and contended that 
even as modified, the Bill would contain 
a bad principle, for it would still empower 
the Minister of Marine to construct works 
that should be under the control of the 
Public Works Department. The tendency 
of departmental reform in England was to- 
wards unity of action and of responsibility. 
In Canada the same tendency has existed 
since 1841, and it has been obtained at 
last for the Department of Public Works. 
By referring to the Act relating to this 
matter before Confederation, it will be 
found that beneficial checks are put to 
regulate the expense. No Commissioner 
or Minister of Public Works has a right to 
order any expenditure exceeding $400, 
except with the express sanction of the 
Governor in Council. Duly certified vouch- 
ers, and, when required, sworn accounts 
are kept. The machinery is as complete 
as possible to prevent errors. What will 
it be if another Department of Public 
Works is attached to the Department of 
Marine? Are we to have another set of 
Engineers and Superintendent of Works? 
Will it not give rise to some conflict? 
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How are the accounts to be kept and 
checked? I am afraid that this will 
lead to errors similar to those which 
have been discovered lately in the public 
accounts. Apart from this the expense 
will be increased. Haye we not a public 
debt sufficiently large ? JI would ask the 
Hon. Minister to state what is the amount 
of our public debt ; is it increasing or de- 
ereasing every month? ‘This is a secret 
that no one can tell, although Confedera- 
tion has lasted now more than two years. 
Certainly the Minister of Marine may com- 
municate to his colleagues the fruit of his 
experience on the building of Light Houses. 
He is the competent authority to report on 
the necessity of such works, or the proper 
plan to be adopted. - The officers of his 
Department may Inspect and visit all 
places for that purpose; but after the 
work has been decided upon by the Gov- 
ernment to be performed, the machinery 
of the Board of Works ought to be put in 
motion to execute the work. That is the 
true system of responsibility. I therefore 
object to the bad principle introduced in 
this Bill. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL briefly reviewed 
the reasons why the Department of Marine 
and Fisheries should have the direction of 
such works as were connected with the 
safe navigation of our waters, and said, 
that as the Minister of Marine had 
consented to modify the  objection- 
able clauses of the Biil he thought there 
was no necessity for the amendment pro- 
posed by his friend opposite. 

A discussion then arose as to whether 
the Trinity Houses of the Province of Que- 
bec had the power to erect Light Houses, 
&c. Hons. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST and 
TESSLER contending that such power 
could not be exercised without the sanc- 
tion, in every case, of the Board of 
Works; and Hons. Messrs. CHAPAIS and 
MITCHELL contending, it was understood, 
that the power could be exercised, practi- 
cally, independent of the control of the 
Government. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said the mod- 
ifications proposed by the Minister of 
Marine nearly removed the grounds of ob- 
jections which he had to the second read- 
ing ot the Bill, and he was content to 
accept the Bill in its modified form. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said the principle 
laid down by the Hon. Mr. Christie on the 
second reading of the Bill, namely, that 
public works should be under the charge 
of the Public Works Department was no 
doubt correct in the main, but Light 
Houses, Beacons, Buoys, &c., were works 
of an exceptional character, and it was 
clear to him, that they should be under 
the charge of the Marine Department. 


Hon. Mr. Tessier. 
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Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
then addressed the House in the French 
tongue. 


Hon Mr. MITCHELL at some length ex- 
plained the scope and object of the Bill, 
contending that the works could be more 
economically constructed under the direc- 
tion of his department, than under that 
of the Public Works. 


Hion. Mr. RYAN said it was evident 
from the praises lavished on our Light 
Houses that while our present Minister of 
Marine remained at the head of the De- 
partment, that our ‘lights would not be 
hid under a bushel,’’ (laughter.) As re- 
garded this Bill, the more it was explained 
the more questionable some of the clauses 
appeared to him, and he should like to be 
informed whether the effect of the third 
clause would not be to deprive the Trinity 
Houses of Quebec and Montreal of the 
functions they have so long exercised. As 
regarded the length to which this debate 
was extended, he thought it a matter of 
regret that so much eloquence had been 
expended while the House was in Commit- 
tee, for if he was rightly informed, de- 
bates, while in Committees of the Whole, 
were not usually reported, and he hoped 
the attention of the Committee on report- 
ing the debates would be given to this point. 
He noticed that there was only one report- 
er in the gallery, and that reporter had 
justrisen from what appeared to be a quiet 
slumber, whilst his friend the Minister 
of Marine and others had been charming 
the House with eloquent speeches, (hear, 
hear, and laughter). He did not know 
whether the speeches had been too much 
for the reporter—perhaps they had had a 
soporific effect, (hear, hear, and laughter.) 
However, his hon. friends might just as 
well have been addressing the chairman 
alone, for the speech, he feared, would not 
be reported. Perhaps this was just as 
well, for its appearance in the newspapers 
would certainly have alarmed the Trinity 
Houses of Quebec and Montreal, whose 
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{important functions the Minister seemed 


disposed to sweep away. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said it was only 
proposed to take from the Trinity Houses 
the power of construction, and that they 
would still have many of their powers and 
and duties. 


In answer to an honourable member, 

Hon Mr. MITCHELL was understood to 
say that it was not intended to have offi- 
cers in the Marine Department specially 
to look after construction—such works 
could be in charge of the Inspectors. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN then moved that 
the Committee report progress. 

Phe Tlouse then adjourned, 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 15, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o'clock. 


REPORTING DEBATES. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented the report 
of the Joint Committee on the subject of 
reporting and printing the debates of Par- 
liament, recommending that the debates 
be published in both languages, and that 
Mr. Cotton’s tender be accepted for this 
session. 


SCHOOLS OF NAVIGATION. 


Mr. FORTIN presented the first report 
of the Select Committee on Fisheries, Navi- 
gation, and the Inspection of Fish, re- 
commending that Schools of Navigation be 
established in the principal seaports of 
the Dominion in connection with the 
Board of Examiners for Masters and Mates, 
which it is proposed to establish. 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE BE. CARTIER laid on 
the table a return of the costs connected 
with the office of Railway Commissioners ; 
also other returns connected with the In- 
tercolonial Railway, together with the 
report of the Commissioners. 


FISHERY DEPREDATIONS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD laid on 
the table correspondence respectiag the 
depreda‘ions committed by American 
fishermen. 


BANQUE DU PHUPLE. 


Hon. Mr. DORION introduced a Bill to 
continue the charier of the Banque du 
Peupl2. 


NORTH WEST PAPERS. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS presented th> report 
of the Commitiee on undue publicetion of 
the North West papers, which was ‘o the 
effect that no officer coniected with ihe 
House or the Department was to b/aine?or 
their undue publication. 


HARBOUR OF QUEBEC. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN introduced a Pill 
to further extend the Act respectng the 
improvement of the Harbour of Quebec. 
and explained that its object was to enable 
the spirit of the Act of last session to be 
better carried out. By that Act, Parlic- 
ment intended that no bondholder should 
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| have a preference over any other for the 
paymenc of his coupons or for the redemp- 
tion of his debentures. | However, it ap- 
pears that since last session, some of the 
tenants of the Harbour Commission, and 
other persons, having to make payments to 
that Commission, have offered some of 
those coupons in payment of their debts. 
By that means, the holders of those cou 
pons would be in a better position than 
the others. Hence the petition presented 
to this House, and the Bill which he (Mr. 
Langevin) was just introducing. 


DIVORCE COURT. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD intro- 
duced a Bill relating to the Divorce Court 
in New Brunswick. 


BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it would 
be in the recollection of the House that 
when he first brought forward the Bank- 
ing Resolutions, he specially invited the 
criticism of the whole House, and express- 
ed a hope that the resolutions would not 
be treated in a party spirit in order that 
they might obtain as perfect a measure as 
possible. With regard to the great princi- 
ples of the measure he had every reason to 
be satisfied with their recepiion by the 
| House; and the Government had adhered 

substantially to those g:eat principles. In 
coasidering this subject at fst he had to 
take up the resolutions cf last session, anu 
while ‘eeling bound vo make very considera- 
ble alterations in them, he was anxious to 
adhere as much as he could to the plan 
loid down with regard to the granting of 
charters io Banks. One part of tuat scheme 
was that chevters should be granted i9 
new Banks by Le‘ters Patent. During the 
time he bad to's subject under consider- 
ation he had receivea a greet number of 
suggestions from practical Bankers and 
oilers. but he hac not received a single 
objection to ine prrcinle of incorporaiing 
Banks by Juetters Parent; nor was any ob- 
jection raised to it in tue discussion last 
session. Thi3 nlan oi granting Charters 
to Banks was in.euded yor a system wader 
which Bank no‘es weve to b3 based on pub. 
lic secui:ties.. De frankly admitted, thecin 
view of the change which the Gove-nment 
had proposed in+he schemes of less sessic x, 
which lad received the sanctic1 of the 
House and country, be had not given. “t- 
' clent considera‘ion to the necessi:y of eban- 
| doning the principle of giving Chaiiers to 
new Banks by meaas of Le‘ te*s Pavent un- 
der thenewsystem. Du: ng the discu<sion 
very little re‘erence wes male to this point, 
except towa’'ds the close, when difficulves 
connected with it were very clearly set forth, 
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_ and he was struck with the force of the ob- 


jections made. The Government had con- 
ceived it to be an essential part of the 
scheme, that Banks allowed to issue their 
own notes should not be incorporated 
‘without a large capital. In consequence of 
the very strong expression of opinion in 
the House, Government determined to 
reconsider that point, and reduce the 
amount of capital. But from the very first 
it wasnever intended to give any discretion- 
ary power to the Government; though it 
became evident in the course of the con- 
sideration of this question, a discretionary 
power was necessary; but it should not 
rest with the Government, who did not want 
it. Therefore after the discussion on this 
subject, he had felt it his duty to submit 
to his colleagues, the advisability of alter- 
ing the scheme with regard to the capital 
of new Banks. With that view he would 
now beg leave to ask the House to go back 
to Committee. One point had been sug- 
gested by practical Bankers, that a case 
might arise in which Dominion notes might 
be ata premium, and the Banks would 
therefore have to pay more for their Do- 
minion note reserves than for gold. Of 
course, it might be said that this was a 
very remote contingency, but at the same 
time it was desirable that the Banks 
should not be compelled to hold Dominion 
notes without being enabled to obtain 
them for gold. With these remarks he 
would move that the Resolutions be not 
concurred in, but that the House go again 
into Committee to msert certain amend- 
ments. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, he had no ob- 
jection to the motion of the hon. gentle- 
man. He did not, however, agree with 
him in his statement, that there had been 
no substantial change in the Resolutions. 
The fact was, that the hon. gentleman was 
making changes continually, and if these 
changes continued for afew days longer, 
the House would not be able to recognise 
the resolutions at all. The Hon. gentle- 
man was wise in his generation and yield- 
ed to pressure from all sides. The 
Bankers cuffed him, first one way, and 
then another. His supporters wanted 
changes.and they were made. He (Mr. 
McKenzie) was very glad of this ; because 
he hoped now that when the Bill was in- 
troduced it would be something like what 
hon. gentlemen on his side of the House 
had all along wanted. ‘The complaisance 
of the Hon. Finance Minister, under 
these changes, was a sign of his weakness. 
The result of the first division in reference to 
these resolutions was heralded by the Min- 
isterial press all over the country asa great 
ministerial victory, only twenty nine votes. 


Where was the Opposition? How matters ! for a long period. 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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thad changed. The majority had, gradual- 
ly dwindled down, so that what was hailed 
as a Government victory turned out to be 
a Government defeat. The hon. gentle- 
man now proposed to further change these 
resolutions in some of their most material 
'points. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had no ob- 
| jection, as again the changes were in the 
direction. that the Opposition wanted. 
If the hon. gentleman proceeded in this 
way, he would have the greatest possible 
pleasure in affording him all the assistance 
that he possibly could. 

Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS asked the 
hon. gentleman to allow him to correct 
him. He had referred to the first di- 
vision, which had no reference whatever 
to the Banking resolutions. It was only 
on the question of Dominion notes. The 
honourable gentleman would remem- 
ber that the Government had, from 
the beginning, expressed their desire, 
that the hon. members should offer sug- 
gestions on these resolutions, and stated 
that they would be fully considered. 

Mr. MACKENZIE had expected this ob- 
jection to be raised to his statement, but 
the hon. gentleman would find that even 
on this point, of Dominion notes the reso- 
lutions were entirely changed. 

Mr. BLAKE said the Finance Minister 
proposed to adopt one line of policy for the 
chartered Banks, which were to be char- 
tered under Letters Patent, and another 
for those which might hereafter apply to 
the Legislature for Charters. There was 
great absence of harmony in this arrange- 
ment, and he had heard no good argument 
from the hon. gentleman in its support. 
The scheme of the hon. gentleman was en- 
tirely destroyed. The question now arose, 
if the principles laid down should still 
apply to existing Banks. It seemed to 
him an anomaly, that existing Banks should 
be organized under the hon. gentleman’s 
proposals, while Banks, hereafter to be 
chartered, should be differently treated. 
He hoped that an amendment would be 
moved to strike out the first clause entire- 
ly. The Hon. Finance Minister still cling- 
ing to that fragment of his original resolu- 
tions desired to retain it, thereby tying 
the hands of the House by enacting, that 
no new Banks shall be chartered, unless 
$200,000 of their capital shall be paid up. 
The proper time to consider that question, 
was when the House actually had an ap- 
plication for a Charter before it, when it 
could deal with it as the circumstances of 
the case called for. 


Mr. COLBY thought the present a fitting 
time to take up the whole question, and 
bring down a well considered and matured 
system to meet the wants of the country 
It was evident that the 
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Finance Minister had omitted to consider 
the rural parts of the country, as if he 
thought that there should be no Banks 
anywhere but in the large centres of trade. 
He forgot that in the Lower Provinces 
there was no Bank with a larger capital 
than $600,000, and intended to enact that 
for the next ten years there should be no 
Bank with a less capital than $1,000,000. 
It was evident he had not well considered 
the circumstances of the country. When 
his attention was called to this by repre- 
sentatives of rural constituencies, he modi- 
fied the proposition by reducing the 
amount to $500,000. He then reduced 
the minimum to $200, 000. It was evident 
how ill considered the scheme was, When 
there had been brotfght in on three suc- 
cessive days, three different propositions, 
so different from each other on a question 
so closely affecting the welfare of the Do- 
minion. He (Mr. Colby) believed in the 
beneficial influences of Banks in develop- 
ing the industries and supplying trading 
wants. They ought not, therefore, to be 
restricted, but made available over the 
whole country ; not merely confined to the 
cities and great centres of trade. Coming 
from a country district he knew what its 
wants were, and so would the Finance 
Minister had he studied the subject. It was 
not the large trader, the extensive mer- 
chant, and the rich importer only, who re- 
quired to be assisted : the small manufac- 
turer and trader, and also, had also to be 
considered. He had urged, in the House, 
on a previous occasion, that Banks ofsmall 
capital in country parts could be managed 
as well as in the great cities, and this was 
warranted by facts. In the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, there were Banks of $100,000 and 
$200,000, and one of the members from 
there had pointed,with just pride to the fact 
that jno failure had taken place in Nova 
Scot_a since the inaugaration of the Bank- 
ing “ystem. In New Brunswick there was 
only one Bank of $600,000, one of $100,- 
000 and one of $200,000 now existing, and 
if there had been failures there, these had 
not taken place in the smaller, but in the 
larger institutions. In theold Pro- 
vinces of Canada, all the failures had taken 
place in Banks of large capital, acting in 
a great measure through agencies. 'The 
whole proposal, was based on erroneous 
assumptions. He spoke with the greater 
confidence as he had seen the practical 
working of a scheme similar to that of 
the Finance Minister. Time was, when all 
the dependence of the country merchants 
and others were in city Banks, and they 
were exposed to serious inconvenience. 
Since local Banks had been established 
and managed onthe spot, they had ob- 
tained all they required of Bank accommo- 
dation. All he was disposed to ask, was, 
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that the House should not be bound to 
say under what restrictions, they should 
place such Banks as wanted Charters, 
but should treat every case on its own 
merits, and leave Parliament untrammel- 
led to consider them, so that if in the 
Lower Provinces, and in the rural districts, 
Banks were wanted of small capital they 
could grant the applications without going 
against any principle affirmed by the House. 
Mr. Colby was about to put the amend- 
ment he proposed, when 


Hon. Sir. GHORGE E. CARTIER said, 
it ought to be made in Committee, and 
after some discussion the resolution as 
proposed by Hon. Sir Francis Hincks was 
amended so far as to allow of other amend- 
ments being proposed than those stated in 
the resolution. 


The House then went into Committee. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
firstamendment to strike out paragraph 
one, and substitute the following in its 
stead, ‘no new Bank will issue notes or 
commence the business of Banking, until 
$200,000 shall have been bond fide paid up, 
nor until it shall have obtainéd from the 
Treasury Board a certificate, that said con- 
dition has been complied with; and 
the Treasury Board, shall before granting 
such, be satisfied in such a way as shall 
be prescribed by regulations to be made by 
said Board, that said amount of capital of 
Banks has been bona fide paid up. Hon. 
Sir. Francis Hincks said it would be a fatal 
error for Banks to go into operation with 
less capital than $200,000. Government 
did not believe in allowing small Banks 
with only, say $20,000 paid up capital, to 
issue notes as advocated by the hon. mem- 
ber for Stanstead. He (Sir Francis) be- 
lieved this amendment would be support- 
ed by the public opinion of the country. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said the question 
was, that affirmation should be made of an 
abstract principle, and whether that affir- 
mation would be of any use hereafter, 
he thought the proposed amendment 
would place embarrassing responsibility 
upon the Government to see that it was 
carried out. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
the general measures proposed was similar 
to that of the Railway Clauses Bill, for 
which hon. members had voted. 

Hon. Sir A.T, GALT said the Railway 
Clauses Act did not prevent special Acts 
afterwards. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
think it was correct, to enable any Bank 
to form and issue notes, with any security, 
without any guarantee from the Govern- 
ment, but merely upon its own credit. 
That was what was called the elastic system 
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[laughter] which meant to issue notes on 
nothing at all. This proposition would 
obviate that. Parliament would have to do 
with general clauses of Banking as with 
general railway clauses, and will declare 
that certain clauses would not apply to 
certain Banks. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he believed 
the hon. Minister of Militia disapproved of 
the scheme of the Finance Minister, and 
that it was quite clear he (the Minister 
of Militia) thought Banks should not issue 
notes at all, but that issues should be kept 
in the hands of the Government. He 
pointed out that, in Great Britain, differ- 
ences were always recognized - between 
England and Scotland, and England and 
Treland, and the British Government did 
not attempt to make them uniform, and 
thought some’ such principle should be 
acknowledged here. It would not be wise 
to require the same amount of capital for 
Banks in Nova Scotia as in Ontario, where 
the circulation was smaller in proportion 
to capital than in Ontario, while Ontario 
required large circulation especially in 
moving crops to market. He did not see 
what purpose, even for future legislation, 
this clause would serve, and thought it 
would be wiser to obliterate it altogether, 
as proposed by the honourable member for 
Stanstead. 

Mr. GIBBS thought the Government had 
fairly met the wishes of the House in re- 
ducing the minimum amount of capital to 
$500,000, with 40 per cent. paid up. This 
scheme of the Government would not pre- 
vent the granting os special charters to 
small Banks by Parliament, and he thought 
they would stand a better chance to get a 
special charter under this scheme than if 
the minimum amount of capital was not 
fixed. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Finance Min- 
ister had assumed that small Banks were 
@ souree of danger, but experience had 
shown that it was not the small amount of 
eapital itseif that was dangerous, but a 
large circulation with « smali eapital. 
Therefore the arguments of the Finanee 
Minister against the establishment of small 
Banks wero without foundation... The 
Minister of Militia used his arguments in fa- 
your efa general Ranking Act, upon the faes ! 
that Parliament had passed a General Rail- | 
way Act. But that Act had reference mere- 
ly to matters of administration, and made 
no limitation ‘as to capital or number of 
miles to be constructed. If the Banking 
acheme had reference merely to the ad- 
ministration of Banks, thus corresponding 
with the General Railway Act, it would be 
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all very well. The member for South On- 
tario had argued that limitation as to the 
amount of eapital to be held by Banks, 
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would be a general deduction in regard to. 
special applications, and that Parliament 
would not be disposed to grant a Charter for 
a less amount of capital. But it was Well 
known that those would apply for special 
applications, and that Parliament would 
not be disposed to grant a Charter for 
a less amount of capital. But it was well 
known that those who would apply for 
special Charters would depend more upon 
political influence than upon the merits 
of their case. = 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the discussion on the subject of Bank- 
ing, in 1866, during last session, and the 
present discussion, the necessity of 
some general policy on Banking, was 
strongly urged by gentlemen on both sides 
of the House. Now whena general scheme 
was brought down, the hon. gentleman 
says we should have no general policy on 
the subject. 

Mr. MACK ENZIE—No, no. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
hon gentleman had argued that there was 
no necessity fora general policy, except 
with regard to administration. The posi- 
tion of the honourable gentleman was that 
there ought to be some general principles 
of Banking which should be the basis for 
the employment of capital for Banking 
purposes. He referred to the Joint Stock 
Companies’ Act, and contended that there 
was an analogy between a General Bank- 
ing Act, the General Railway Act, and the 
Joint Stock Companies’ Clauses Act. 
General principles were laid down in 
those Acts, so it was equally important to 
lay down general principles to be given to 
Banks, though in each case special Char- 
ters cou'd be granted when a resonable 
case was mac's oUub. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—Do_ you intend to 
state in tlie Bill to be mtroduced on these 
resolutions words .o t:-e following effect : 
“Phat unlesy otherwise provided in the 
special Acé snpled 107, the general Act 
apd the provisions aud eco idi‘ions in it 
contained will apply to ell Banks,” 

Hon. Sir JOUN A. MACDONALD—Cer- 


tainly. The Gover »uent desized to eaact 
certain e’1uses which ousat to be contained 


; in every Act of incorporri' on, bat they did 


not assume that ‘here would be no excep- 
tional cases wro2re Parliament would re- 
heve Banks icom speeial restrictions of 
this measure. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said it was expressly 


| stated in the General Railway Clauses Act 


that the companies might be incorporated 
by Act of Parliament under ether condi- 
tions than those laid down in the General 
Act. Now it would carry eonsiderable 
weight in the House if an express declar- 


Pd 


object, and for Railways. 
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ation to that effect was put into these 
resolutions, 

Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER—It will 
be in the Bill. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT referring to some 
remarks of the’ Minister of Justice, said 
that this scheme did not contain the same 
general principles of the measure of last 
session, and that of 1866. 

Mr. MILLS pointed out that there was 
no comparison between a General Banking 
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shall be a certain amount, and that there 
shallbe a certain sum paid up, he did not see 
that there could be any objection made to it. 
Many of the Banks in the Eastern Town- 
ships, and in the Lower Provinces, having 
capitals of from one hundred to four hun- 
dred thousand dollars, could not do busi- 
ness, if the Government took the ground, 
that it would not renew their Charters, 
because it was so dangerous for note hold- 
ers to do business with Banks holding 
such small capitals. He understood that 
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Act and the General Railway Clauses Act. | there was no restrictive right to prevent 


Mr. WORKMAN approved of thé pro- 
vision requiiing a substantial amount of 
paid up capital, and he hoped the Hon. 
Finance Minister would strictly adhere to 
it. In his opinion there was sufficient 
Banking capital in the country at present, 
and to unduly encourage extension of 
Banking capital might be dangerous. 


Hon. Mr. WCUD gaid the hon. gentle- 
man was no doubt impressed with the 
conviction that too much Banking capital 
ws not beneficial to the country, but he 
must bear ia wind that every part of the 
country had net as much capital in it as 
was to ke found in Montreal. He (Hon. 
Mr. Wood) had always been of the opinion 
that small rural Banks, properiy conducted 
on principles that Banks so constructed 
ought to be conducted, were as safe as 
larger Banks, and were subservient to the 
interest not only of the whole country, 
but also of the larger Banks. Now, if he 
supposed that the adoption of the prin- 
ciple laid down in the clause under discus- 
sion would foreclose these country Banks, 
he would strongly oppose it. It appeared 
to be the unanimous opinion of this House 
that for the administrative management 
of Banks, their rights, powers, privileges 
and liabilities, in short, everything apper- 
taining to them as commercial Banking 
institutions,. there should be one general 
Banking Act, applicable alike to all, as 
well to those whose charters were to be 
renewed as to those which should here- 
after be incorporated, just as there were 
general Acts for Insurance, for Joint Stock 
Companies, for almost every conceivable 
These Acts had 
been the means of introducing uniformity 
not only in the organization and manage- 
ment of companies, but, a matter of great 
importance to the commercial world, in 
the legal decisions of the Courts on ques- 
tions arising under them. The matured 
wisdom of the wisest law makers, both in 
the United States and Great Britain, in the 
many general Acts of this kind to be found 
on their Statute Books, demonstrate the 
truth of this observation. If, there- 
fore, the Government intended to in- 
troduce a clause, stating, that unless 
otherwise provided, the capital of Banks 


‘position of the Finance Minister. 
‘was no possible reason why a Bank with a 


existing Banks from having their Charters 
renewed till 1881, without increasing their 
capital. He did not therefore see why, if 
charters were to be renewed, with from 
$100,000 to $400,000 capital, new charters 
should not be granted to new Banks with 
like capitals; and therefore, while sup- 
porting the general clauses of a Banking 
Act which should be alike applicable to 
all Banks now existing or hereafter to bo 
created, as to the management and con- 
duct of their business, he should insist, in 
order to guard this House against the 
moral effect it might have were such aa 

ct passed without expressly stating that 
ib was not to be of universal application, 
upon the insertion of a clause that the 
special Act might make changes in capi- 
tal, &. He would feel disposed if it was 
to be laid down as an iron rule, that no 
Banks should be chartered without a capi- 
tal of $500,000, with a paid up capital of 
$200,000, to oppose the proposition of the 
Government. 


Mr. COLBY, did not think the insertion 
of the clause in any way strengthened the 
There 


small capital judiciously managed, should 
not be as safe as a Bank with a larger capi- 
tal. Experience had shown, that the 
smaller Banks had ridden the storm, while 
larger Banks had gone down. It was very 
unfair that Banks starting business with a 
small capital, should be required to pay up 
the same amount as large Banks. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said, that it could 
be shown that small Banks were not al- 
ways safe. In New Brunswick there were 
seven Banks, five of these had capitals of 
about $200,000 three of the latter had 
failed, and the share-holders had been 
called upon to pay the double liability. 

Mr. COLBY asked, what circulation was 
allowed by law for these Banks? 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said, double the 
capital. 
Mr. MACKENZIE asked, if one of 


these Banks was not the largest in the 
Province. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said, it was one of 
the largest. 
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Mr. JONES said, that it was quite with- 
in the power of the Legislature, at a future 
day, to set aside any clause introduced. 
He spoke in fayour of full consideration 
being given to the country Banks, which 
afforded very much more accommodation 
to country merchants than branches of 
large city Banks. 

It being now six o’clock the House 
rose. 
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AFTER RHCESS. 


The Bill respecting Official Assignees was 
received from the Senate. 


Mr. BLAKE called attention to the fact 
that ib was not those opposed to the Bank- 
ing scheme who opposed this measure, but 
the Finanee Minister himself. The Oppo- 
sition had first noticed that a minimum was 
fixed too high, but the hon. gentleman 
said exceptional eases oould be dealt with 
as they arose. Then he reduced it to 
$500,000 ; then he proposed $200,000 ; 
now he abandoned the plan by which this 
was to be carried out.. He then proposed 
to have no general Banking scheme, and 
has in fact committed the only modes by 
which he proposed to carry out his resolu- 
tions, and offered to abandon the scheme 
altogether. The blame should not be 
thrown on those who opposed the details, 
but on the Finanoe Minister, although this 
was attempted. The arguments which 
pressed him to do so were that his $500,000 
minimum was t00 small for many parts of 
the country, and these led him to 
bring down the present abortion. The 
arguments were said to be  identi- 
cal with those of the other evening, 
but it was to meet similar arguments 
brought forward in support of the Finanée 
Minister’s new resolutions. He urged him 
not to ask concurrence then, because he 
would propose fresh amendments next 
time. ‘To accept the proposal for $200,000 
would be affirming a principle which would 
meet every application for new Charters. 
if he would cope with the question of capi- 
tal he would cope with the difficulties he 
had raised, but if he declines todo so then 
he would acknowledge his failure. Paid 
up capital must bear some relation to the 
total capital; 1t would surely not be con- 
tended that a Bank with $6,000,000 of 
capital could start with so low a paid up 
amount as $200,000. The Finance Minister 
had unhappily adverted to the Joint Stock 
Act, which had acted most unsatisfactorily. 
In Ontario five out of six had failed to 
comply with its provisions. To cite that, 
as an analogy to this was absurd, as was 
also the Railway Consolidation Act, whose 
provisions bore no analogy to the present 
proposition. He was glad to say, however, 
that the resolution was better than it had 


Mr. Blake. 


[COMMONS] 


428 


been brought down, and while there was a 
choice between two objeetionable provis- 
ions, he would have preferred to have the 
whole resolution struck ous. 


Mr. PICKARD agreed that Banks with 
small capitals were as well managed as 
those of larger capitals, as had been shown 
in New Brunswick. He thought that ina 
country such as one member represented 
which had grown in ten years from 23,000 
to’ 100,000, the subject was one of interest,as 
small Banks in such a community would 
have been greatly required. In view of 
the growth of the Western country it was 
evident that such Banks should be 
established. 


Mr. SCATCHERD was much pleased to 
hear the Ministers of Finance and Militia 
deprecate the idea of allowing Banks to 
scatter their bills broadcast without 
security. Is this resolution sufficient secu- 
rity against such an evil? When the vote 
was taken the other night, it was only on 
the question of legal tenders being issued, 
the only good feature of the measure. But 
the real object was to give security for the 
redemption of Bank Bills, whether the 
capital was large or small, the measure 
ought to be such as to give that assurance. 
He failed to see such provision in this. If 
the Government could at once reduce the 
capital from a million to half a million, 
to meet the requirements of a particular 
locality, other localities might require less. 
capital. The measure was defective in 
security on the face of it, because the 
certainty that a Bank will be able to pay 
its notes in specie depends on the uncer- 
tainty of the shareholders and borrowers 
being solvent. The provision that there 
should be five and not more than ten 
directors who could obtain one twentieth 
of discounts of the Bank at any time, would 
endanger a large portion of the capital in 
the hands of afew persons. The failures 
of Banks in Ontario ought to warn the 
Government of the necessity of providing 
better securities, and he believed the issue 
of Dominion notes would. Was any one of 
the Banks of Ontario ina better position 
than the Royal Canadian Bank one month 
before it suspended ? 


Mr. CRAWFORD (Leeds) protested 
against such an allusion ‘to the most 
solvent institution in Canada, which ought 
never to have closed its doors. It had 
undergone a purgation such as no Bank 
had undergone, and had come out sound 
and solvent. He would support the: 
amended resolution as being for the se- 
curity of the people. He referred to the 
International Bank which had been origi- 
nally started in respectable hands, but had. 
been purchased by foreigners at a time 
when Canadian notes were as good as, 
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gold in the Western States. The failure 
from the want of paid up capital did 
immense harm. He objected to small 
Banks as not being paying concerns as a 
rule. He described how small country 
Banks might be got up which too frequent- 
ly became mere brokers institutions. 
He showed the great expense ot getting 
up Banks from preliminary expenses which 
ate up a large portion of the original capital. 

Mr. HARRISON.—The Minister of Militia 
ridicules the elasticity or power of expansion 
and contraction so necessary for Western 
Trade. Elasticity is notin itselfan evil. 
The Banking Resolutions have evinced 
wonderful elasticity—one day expanding 
and another contracting, (laughter). But 
the Minister of Finance is not for this alone 
to be blamed. His anxiety is to make 
his Banking Resolutions as perfect as pos- 
sible. Butif the Minister of Finance hopes 
to please the Opposition, he is much mis- 
taken, (hear, hear.) So if he hopes _ to 
please every body (hear, hear.) Let the 
Minister of Finance now stick to his reso- 
lutions. A general Banking law is desira- 
able. It will save the necessity of repeal- 
ing the general provisions in each and 
every particular Charter and so be econo- 
mical of printing and attendant expenses, 
(hear.) But this isalow ground on which 
to argue for a general Banking Act, so 
long as Banks have power to issue that 
which people must accept as money. It 
is the duty of the Government, without 
unduly interfering with the Banking facili- 
ties of the country, to see that the circu- 
lation is safe and uniform. To multiply 
Banks would be to confuse issues when 
uniformity was wanted. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—I don’t understand 
what the honourable gentleman means by 
uniformity. If he means that the notes 
are to be of a uniform value all over the 
Dominion he is talking nonsense. (Hear, 
hear). 


Mr. HARRISON said he meant a dollar 
that. is a dollar all over the country. 
At present if a New Brunswick Bank Bill 
were given to a person in Ontario who did 
not know the Banks he would enquire 
about it before accepting it. It is desir- 
able to have an uniform Banking system. 
But the people of Ontario will not give up 
their system to please anybody, and the 
Government saw this determination evinc- 
ed last session. 


Mr. KILLAM (Yarmouth) defended 
small Banks from the remarks of the hon- 
ourable member for Leeds, and spoke of 
the univers#l benefit they had been to 
the Province of Nova Scotia, and 
would be to rural districts in other parts 
of the Dominion, in affording facilities for 
developing the resources of the country. 
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He contended that small Banks had paid 
as well, and the circulation had been as 
safe, as that of the largeBanks. He knew 
that had been the case in Nova Scotia. 


Mr. PAQUET had followed the discus- 
sion with great interest. He found there 
were two opinions prevalent in the House 
as to the feasibilty of the carrying out of 
the Banking scheme; one receiving the 
support of the (iovernment, and which 
favours the establishment of Banks on a 
large commercial centre, and the other 
one relating to Banks having small capitals, 
which would be more adapted to the wants 
of the rural districts. As he represented 
an agricultural county he thought it his 
duty to protect the interests of his consti- 
tuents, who demand a Banking scheme in 
harmony with their wants, and which com- 
pared to the system in existence, and 
would give to the farmers and manutfac- 
turers in the rural districts advantages 
now refused tothem. He could not agree 
with the member for Stanstead on one 
point, and that was in relation to the min- 
imum capital proposed, which was still too 
high. The changes proposed, it had 
been stated, would not affect exist- 
ing Banks, but what he wanted was the 
establishment of agricultural Banks having 
a limited capital. This was an important 
matter, and he trusted it would receive 
full consideration. He thought the two 
systems could be made to work admirably 
together. The system he advocated had 
been very successful in several countries, 
among others in Scotland, which owed ite 
prosperity toit ina great degree, and in 
thé United States, especially in the New 
England States. The same system was 
also followed in Switzerland and in Jersey, 
where it had proved equally successful. 
The hon. gentleman then went on advoca- 
ting the advantages of the system he 
favoured, and ended his remarks by say- 
ing he trusted the Government, and espe- 
cially the members representing the Pro- 
vince of Quebec, would give the matter 
their earnest consideration. 


Mr. FERGUSON argued that the public 
were satisfied that the Government issue 
of notes were as safe as gold. In reference 
to the changes that had been made in the 
scheme, he contended that the security of 
the public was not affected by them in any 
way, excepting, perhaps, in the reduction 
of the minimum amount of reserves to be 
held in Dominion notes. The ‘amount of 
paid capital had not been reduced, and in 
no respect had the material principles of 
He thought 
the measure was worthy of public support, 
inasmuch as according to the Finance 
Minister, it would enable the Government 
todo without borrowing money from for- 
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eign capitalists, and yet not cripple in any | causing the delivery of Dominion Notes to 


way the circulation of the Banks, 


any Bank, in exchange for an equivalent 


Mr. O'CONNOR said he had heard no-| amount in specie, at the several offices at 


thing during the debate to change his opin- 
ion, as previously expressed, of the utility 
and expediency of the smaller Banks for 
the rural districts. When the Hon. Min- 
ister of Finance formerly announced to 
the House that the Government had re- 
solved to change the proposed minimum 
subscription of stock from $1,000,000 to 
$200,000, but that the same amount, 
namely, $200,000, should be paid up before 
business could be commenced, he (Mr. 
O’Connor) then said that nothing had been 
conceded, because the principal difficulty 
lay in requiring too large an amount to be 
paid up in advance. When he objected to 
the Government proposition as originally 
presented, he objected to both its branches, 
the minimum amount to be paid up no 
less than to the minimum to be subscribed. 
The present proposition requiring that 
only $200,000 should be subscribed, but 
that it should be all paid, mended the 
matter none. He had only to repeat that 
the Government in appearing to concede, 
had conceded nothing. 


Amendment to first clause, proposed by 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, was then put 
and carried. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, moved to 
strike out paragraph two and substitute 
the following: ‘At least twenty per cent. 
of subscribed capital of any such Bank 
shall be paid up in each year after it shall 
have commenced the business of Banking, 
until the whole shall have been paid, up.— 
Carried. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved to 
strike out all after the word ‘ Bank,” at 
‘the beginning of the sixth line in para- 
graph 16. 

Mr. BLAKE asked for an explanation 
with regard to this amendment. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
not deemed expedient to allow Banks to 
reduce their capital by their own mere 
motion. It was a sound principle, that 
when Banks had impaired their capital, 
the value of their shares should be reduced 
to the extent of the loss sustained, but it 
was necessary that there should be some 
regulation as to the mode of reducing the 
capital of any such Bank, and the mode 
proposed was, to apply to Parliament for 
power to reduce capital, and thus take the 
discretionary power out of the hands of the 
Government. 


Amendment adopted. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved to 
add to paragraph 18 the following words: 
‘“And the Receiver General shall make 
such arrangements as may be necessary for 
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which Dominion Notes will be redeem- 
able: in the cities of Toronto, Montreal, 
Halifax and St. John, respectively.”’ 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought the words 
‘as nearly as may be practicable,” in this 
paragraph, were too vague. He wouldask 
if Government proposed to have any sort 
of inspection ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he did 
not propose to incur the expense of pay- 
ing commissioners for an inspection of the 
Banks. The official statements in the 
Canada Gazette would always show the 
position of the Banks. There was nothing so 
objectionable as the Government sending to 
any particular Bank on a certain day, a 
commissioner to inspect it, because sus- 
picion was excited by that very means. 


Mr. BLAKE asked, if the Government 
intended to place the Banks and the Gov- 
ernment in the same position with regard 
to the proportion of the different classes 
of reserves they shall hold. The resolu- 
tions respecting these two matters were 
very differently worded. 


Hon Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS thought the 
resolutions were better as they stood, as 
the practical effect of saying that the Banks 
should hold 335 per cent, would be their 
continually going below that amount on 
the plea of some sudden pressure. So it 
was thought better to let them havea 
margin; but that as a general rule the 
amount should not be less than 50 per 
cent. Hedid not think there was any 
necessity for binding the Government by ~ 
law, to hold anyspecie. He had sufficient 
confidence in. the Dominion of Cana- 
da to believe that she would always 
meet her promises to pay, and that it was 
absolutely impossible to suppose that such 
a state of things ever could arise that the 
Government of Canada could be in the 
slightest difficulty with regard to the re- 
demption of its promises. If, under any 
circumstances, any great institution, or any 
combination of institutions, should endea- 
vour to break the Government by sending 
ina large amount of Dominion Notes for 
redemption, he was perfectly confident 
that there were enough of Banks in the 


Dominion of Canada which would 
advance upon the security of the 
Debentures of the Government 


any amount necessary to enable the Goy- 
ernment to meet the demands upon it. 
There was not the slightest danger of the 
Dominion of Canada not* redeeming its 
promises. Therefore, in the original reso- 
lutions the Government had not deemed it 
necessary to lay down a rigid rule and say 
that they were bound to hold so much gold. 
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The Government considered that the pro- 
mises to pay of the Dominion of Canada 
were sufficient, without saying one word 
about the necessity of holding any stated 
amount of gold. The Government would 
take care that sufficient reserves of gold 
were kept. But when gentlemen on the 
opposite side of the House, and some on this 
side urged the necessity of binding the 
Government to keep a certain amount of 
specie in reserve, the Government con- 
sented to do, what, if the Minister in 
charge of the Finances did not do, he would 
deserve impeachment. Any Minister who, 
issuing Government debentures authoriz- 
ed by law, should allow the credit of the 
Government to be destroyed, so that he 
could not meet the Government promises, 
would deserve impeachment (hear hear). 
Should the necessity ever arise, he did not 
hesitate to say, that, by cable telegram on 
any morning, he eould procure auth- 
ority to draw exchange sufficient to meet 
all the demands that could be made upon 
him by any party. He had not the slight- 
est doubt about that. But in consqeueace 
of the attempts of some members of the 
House to east discredit upon Dominion 
Notes, the Government had consented to 
lay down more rigid rules with regard to 
themselves, than they had thought itne- 
cessary to do with regard to Banks in the 
matter of specie reserves. It was to ihe 
Government matter of very little coase- 
querce whether Banks were obligcd to 
hold 33, 40, or 50 per cent of their, 
reserves in Dominion Notes. They 
considered’ it in point - of fact 
not necessary to lay down any rule to 
compel Banks to hold Dominion notes, 
_ because they knew that the Banks were | 
desirous of holding hem. At the present 
time, with every inducsment for Banks 
not to hold these notes, when the profits 
upon the issue were going to a great insti- 
tution which many or them lodKed upon 
as arival, these Banks were holding be- 
tween two and three millions of Dominion | 
notes. They were voluntarily holding all 
that the Government desired them. to 
hold. But acase might arise, for instance 
-if gold was suadenly to advance in New 
York, when a large ..umber of the Banks, 
with no desire to cripple tue Government 
but purely for speculative purposes, might 
send in their Dominion notes in order to 
get gold. Therefore it was thought de- 
sirable to lay it down as a rule that Banks 
should hold a certain amount in Domin- 
ion notes, leaving them a margin to meet 
fluctuations. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was astonished at the 
tone and temper manifested by the hon. 
gentleman. Either he believed in his 
own scheme or he did not; either he be- 
lieved in this House or he did not. If he 
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has confidence in the House why does he 
not taunt the majority of the House. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Taunt the 
majority ? 

Mr, MACKENZIE—Yes, taunt the ma- 
jority. The majority must have been op- 
posed to his resolutions or he would not 
have changed them; and he was acting in 
a weak, inconsistent and puerile manner. 
The hon. gentleman’s resolutions had been 
a means of throwing discredit upon the 
debentures of the Provinces, and he woud 
not be here long before he would do it 
again, if he had the opportunity of man- 
ipulating the financial affairs of the Do- 
minion. Then he taunts us, who seek to 
maintain the integrity of the country to 
have Government legislation and to secue 
the rede nption of the notes. If he talks 
in that way with a minority, what wi'l he 
do with a majovity. What kind of legisia- 
tion can we expect froma gent'eman in 
his position. His remarks had shewn the 
gieatest possible indifference and ca‘ele. s- 
ress as to whether Banks held 50 or 35 per 
cent. He would like to kaow the power 
behind the throne that was drawing the 
hon. member bither end th*the:, and fo: .- 
ing him to make the chu ages. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS intimated 
thee was no such ower. 

Mr. MACKENZ) E—I know better. 

Hon. ‘Sir. JOHN A.. MACDONALD— 
Order, order. 


Mr. MACKENZIE enquired how he was 
out of oruer. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had given direct contrac*ction to the 
hon. meaiher. 

Mr. MACKENZ'E said he knew the in- 
fluence of brokers had produced a change, 
and this was matter of public opinion and 
common report. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Bring 
it as rumour. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gen- 
tleman then came here and tried to 
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make the most of reducing the 
amount to be held because it was a 
matter of perfect indifference, and he 


(Mr. Mackenzie) thought it was a matter of 
perfect indifference, but not in the view 
of the hon. gentleman. Such speeches as 
that would not tend to make any advance 
in the credit of the country, and the 
Hon. Finance Minister had no right to 
throw such allusions across the House. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
the hon. gentleman had supposed a case 
of Dominion notes not redeemed because 
there was not a sufficient amount of gold. 
He (Sir George) thought such a case real- 
ly could not be supposed with regard to 
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the Government of Canada—it was the 
people of Canada. If the measure of his 
hon. friend should become the law of 
the land, as very likely it would, these 
Dominion notes would be promises to pay, 
not of the Government of Canada but 
the people of Canada. It was explained 
by the Hon. Finance Minister it was not 
necessary that these promises to pay, of 
the people of Canada should be backed 
by reserves of gold, butno one in the} 
Dominion supposes if gold were required, 
it would not be forthcoming. It was 
part of the system that reserves of gold 
and Dominion notes would be exacted trom 
Banks.*1t would be degrading to the people 
of Canada to put their promises to pay, 
on the same level as those of any Bank 
of the Dominion. These Banks were to be 
merely the creditors of Parliament and by 
Parliament authorized to issue notes, which 
were not legal tenders but mere promises 
to pay. He therefore held there could be 
no parallel instituted between notes of the 
people of Canada and those of any Bank. 
Could it be supposed that, if five or six or 
seven million Dominion notes were issued, 
that any combination could be formed to 
dry up the public exchequer of its gold. It 
could not be supposed. There were reser- 
ves to be constantly held by the Govern- 
ment; besides as explained by his hon. 
friend there were cable telegrams 
to England by which any amount 
could be raised from securities at the dis- 
posal of the Government. Then suppos- 
ing all the Banks of the Dominion did 
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combine, at one time to exact gold for 
Dominion notes, Government could give 
instructions with regard to customs and 
excise duties that they should be paid in 
Dominion notes. The Bank notes not 
being legal tender, the Banks would then 
find themselves in an awkward position if 
they dared to go into such a combination. 
Then if these Dominion notes could not 
be converted into gold, it would be the 
duty of the Government to call Parliament 
together, and then there would be power 
to adopt any measures to make good for 
any of the Provinces to pay, made by the 
Dominion, and Parliament could make 
Dominon notes legal tender without being 
backed by gold, (hear, hear.) That power 
did not rest with any Bank, and it could 
not be supposed they would enter into 
any combination to put at defiance the 
Government of the country with regard to 
the payment of Dominion notes. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT thought that the 
policy in accordance withthe remarks of 
the Hon. Finance Minister would risk the 
credit of the country, whose position had 
not been sustained by the remarks of the 
Hon. Minister of Militia. The reserves 
were the hfe blood of the commerce of the 
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country, and great danger would fol- 
low if they were not ready for any difficulty, 
and if, as the Hon. Finance Minister had 
said, it was quite immaterial to the Govern- 
ment, whether they were compulsory or not, 
it would not add tothe security of the 
notes of the Banks. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS had not 
said that he had been misunderstood. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he had so un- 
derstood him. He did not think any 
such combination as referred to would oc- 
cur, but the argument of the Minister of 
Militia was that Bankers dared not make 
such a.combination, and this rendered 
unnecessary the provision of the Hon. 
Finance Minister. Dominicn notes were 
preferred by Banks, but that was owing to 
securities wherewith their issue was sur- 
rounded, and their security was beyond all 
doubt. He admitted that the Government 
reserve of spegie was necessary, but the 
difference was that if all were compelled 
to take the notes, the Government was 
bound to ensure that the notes should be 
paid when presented. The reserve of 
specie provided by the Dominion Note 
Actin 1866 had been a wise reserve, as 
had been shown since in 1867 and 1868. 
They had been allowed to believe that the 
Hon. Finance Minister intended to hold a 
jlarge amount of specie against his four 
millions, but his last remarks had led him 
(Sir A. T. Galt) to believe he did not care 
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whether the Government held a single 


shilling against specie issued. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS protested ~ 


against such an interpretation of his mean- 
ing. The Government did not intend to 
issue notes without an adequate reserve of 
specie, and any Minister who did not do 
his duty in this respect would be liable to 
impeachment. 


Hon. Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT said, 
that what he yas referring to was that, the 
remarks of the Hon. Minister of Militia and 
those of the Finance Minister, did not 
really correspond. The hon. gentlemen 
were, evidently, talking from different 
points of view. He was not, personally, 
in fear of the Banks combining to em- 
barrass the Government. Of course it 
could be understood, that if the Govern- 
ment were in the hands of any one Bank, 
this might be done, but that the monied 
institutions of the country would unite for 
this purpose, was not to be supposed. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that the hon. gentleman had misunder: 
stood him in this matter. What he stated 
was that a case might easily be supposed 
when the Banks held several millions of 
Dominion notes; that suddenly there was 
a great rise in the price of gold in New 
York, and that it became important to 
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. these Banks to send gold to New 

York. The Banks, acting for their own 
interests, with the view of making profit 
on a financial transaction, each of them 
wanting to send gold to New York, or 
wanting the gold to speculate with, would 
naturally concurrently, without having the 
least desire to embarrass the Government, 
send in large quantities of notes for re- 
demption. 

The amendment was then carried. 

In the 20th paragraph all the words after 
‘‘law,” in the seventh line, were struck 
out; and the word “shall’’ substituted 
for the word ‘may,’’ in the sixth line. 


Paragraph 21 was struck out. 


In paragraph 11 the word “shall” was 
struck out, and ‘‘may’’ substituted in the 
third line. 


Mr. FERGUSON proposed to add after 
the seventh item in the schedule of 
the Bank Return, after the word ‘‘Govern- 
ment” the words ‘and loans, documents, 
and advances, on current account to Rail- 
way and Steamboat Corporations, respec- 
tively 7” This, he said, had been included 
at first in the 8th section, but had been 
struck out. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that the 8th clause provided for these ad- 
vances under the head of corporations. 
Advances made to railway companies 
would be included under this head. It 
was considered invidious to place railways 
on a different footing from other corpora- 
tions. 


Mr. FERGUSON could not accept the 
explanation, and would move the amend- 
ment on concurence. 


Hr. HARRISON said he intended to 
move an amendment on concurrece to the 
effect that the returns should be made of 
Bills of Exchange not bearing interest. 


Mr. CRAWFORD desired to make one 
explanation. Some of the reports on the 
debate had made him say that it was legal 
for municipal corporatious to hold Bank 
stock. What he had said was that he 
knew of a municipal corporation which 
held a large amount of Bank stock. He 
did not wish to be understood as giving 
his opinion as a lawyer. 


Hon. Mr. LeEVESCONTE said that he 
was not aware that he was speaking to the 
particular resolution, nor under the con- 
sideration of the Committee, but as it ap- 
peared we had the privilege of rambling 
over the whole of them, and as it was im- 
possible to hear what was taking place 
around the table, he thought it right to 
speak on this occasion, and to express his 
opinion that the less gold held, as reserve, 
by the Dominion Government the more 
profit to the people, and also that no bet- 
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ter security could be held for Dominion 
notes than was held, by the fact that all 
the property in the Dominion was a 
security for the redemption thereof. 
There was no possbility of any difficulty 
arising from the large amount of Dominion 
notes in issue, because the whole property 
of the inhabitants of the Dominion was in 
the power of the Government, to be used 
to meet these notes. 


Mr. WORKMAN said he had received 
advices from Montreal stating that a peti- 
tion would be presented from certain 
shareholders of the Banque du Peuple, 
which had been made an exception to the: 
general rule, praying that they be placed 
on the same footing as the other Banks. 
He knew nothing of the merits of the case, 
but merely stated the fact. 


Hon. Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT said 
that the case was that this Bank’s charter 
prescribed that it should be dealt 
with in a peculiar way. A por- 
tion of the directors, however, were 
desirous of having a charter the same 
as the other Banks. He could not say 
whether this portion was ina majority or 
not. This was another example to. show 
the importance of having the question of 
granting new charters under the control 
of the House. If the Government had 
been required to deal with this question, 
the charter must have issued in the same 
way as it now stands. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the shareholders who had sent this, who- 
ever they might be, had no grievance to 
complain of. They had gone into the Bank 
as commanditaires, after it was established 
on that principle, and they knew what they 
were doing. They were not responsible 
for more than their own capital, and if 
they were dissatisiied, seeing that the capi- 
tel of the Banque du Peuple had gener- 
ally been above par, they could always sell 
out and put their money into Banks con- 
ducted on the, ordinary principles. It 
would be most unjust to the principal part- 
ners, whose whole property was liable for 
the debts of the Bank, to change the prin- 
ciple on which the Bank had been origi- 
nally chartered. 


Hon. Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT pre- 
sumed they were so anxious to come under 
the double lability clause that they were 
now petitioning for it (laughter.) 

Hon Mr. DORION said it was news to 
him. A few daysago the stockholders had 
held a meeting, and resolved to petition 
for a renewal, and nothing of this kind 
was expressed. The best proof of the 
management was, that for five or six years, 
shares had been at from 6 to 8 per cent. 
premium, and the best guarantee for good 
manrgement was, that there were about. 
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ten shareholders responsible with their 
whole fortunes for the debts of the Bank, 
not one being worth less than $250,000, and 
several worth $500,000 each. This was the 
security the commanditaires had, and which 
the public had for the redemption of the 
notes. Ifany of the shareholders were dis- 
satisfied, there was nothing easier than to 
withdraw by disposing of their shares. 


Mr. BELLEROSH, as interested, in one 
of the Banks in ’ Commandite (People’s 
- Bank) felt inclined to advocate the renewal 
of that Bank’s charter on the same prin- 
ciple as heretofore, rather than conform to 
the double liability Act. But the hon. 
member for Montreal Centre having in- 
formed the House that the Commandiiaires 
of that institution were just now preparing 
a petition against such a renewal, he (Mr. 
Bellerose) thought neither the Minister of 
Finance or any of the members shouid de- 
cide as to the action of the shareholders 
till the petition was before them. As far as 
rumor goes, only about one twenty-fifth of 
the shareholders had applied for a renewal 
of the Charter, and thought it was only rea- 
sonnable not te move concurrence iill the 
petition arrived. Hon. members must not 
forget that it is only two days since the 
resolutions now under consideration have 
been laid before the House in their present 
shape. It would only be just for the Gov- 
ernment toinsert a clause giving the right 
to partners to retire and withdraw their 
portion of the profits. 

Mr. FERGUSON moved the insertion of 
clauses to show distinctly the loans, dis- 
counts, and advances to railroad and 
steamboat corporations respectively, so as 
to show what corpor auilne had received ad- 
vances. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE! E. CARTIER. ex- 
plained the nature of the banking en 
commandite, by which the principle part- 
ners were responsible, and the private 
partners only liable for the amount of their 
capital invested. If a inajority could be 
obtained desiring a change it might be 
got by petitioning so as to come under 
the double liability clause. He objected 
to any such delay as that asked for by the 
members for Montreai Centreand Lavalle. 
When the petition of the member for 
Hochelaga, fora removal was brought be- 
fore the Committee on Banking, the other 
could also be referred to it. 


Mr. JONES regretted thatthe Finance 
Minister had given no explanation as to 
the reason for the course, that had led to 
Mr. Ferguson’s amendment being moved. 
The original resolution would have been 
satisfactory, but as they had been changed 
he would vote for Mr. Ferguson’s amend- 
ment, particularly as the failure of one of 
the Banks in Ontario had, it was allegéd, 
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been due to the large advances to a rail- 
way of upwards of $1,000,000. . 

The amendment was lost without di 
vision. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD be- 
fore moving the adjournment said, the 
Government intended to ask for Monday 
as a Government day, butwould promise 
every assistance to members. in forward- 
ing their private measures. 


After some conversation Mr. BLAKE 
suggested that private business might be 
taken up on Mondays and Wednesdays till 
six o’clock, and that Government might go 
on with their Bills in the evenings, if they 
chose, although they need not be forced 


to do so, if not prepared, on any of these 


days. ‘ 
This was Gade to be agreed to, 
and at 11 o’clock the House adjourned. 


SENATE. 
Orzawa, Mareh 16, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU moved for an ad- 
dress praying that His Excellency would 
cause to be laid before the House certain 
items of information relating to the man- 
agement and condition, &c., of La Banque 
du Peuple. The mover said as it was in 
contemplation to establish a uniform Bank- 
ing system for the Dominion, he thought 
the time opportune for providing, that 
fuller information should be supplhed to 
the public periodically,as to the standing of 
the several Banks. He contended that the 
Bank mentioned in his motion, had not 
given satisfactory information to its share- 
holders, thatit was ruled by a Board of 
seven Directors who possessed only $68,000 
of the capital stock, the total of which 
amounted to $1,600, 000, and that the body 
of shareholders were excluded from par- 

| ticipation in the government and control. 
These Directors. had come forward and 
asked for a renewal of their Charter without 
consulting the body of shareholders, and 
he would urge the Government to make a 
provision in the Banking Bill for the publi- 
cation of fuller information than had 
hitherto been given. By the French or 
Lower Canada law, he contended, the Gov- 
ernment could call upon Banks to furnish 
fuller information than that given in the 
ordinary monthly statements. 
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was no 
doubt there was such a provision in the 
French law as had been referred to—which 
empowered the Governor in Council to call 
for additionalinformation, &c,—but he was 
notaware of a single instance in which it had 
been putin force, and the presumption was 
that the ordinary monthly statements were 
deemed sufficient. If the mover wished 
the Government to put the machinery of 
the law in full force, he would have to. 
make a substantive motion to that effect, 
but if he would be satisfied with the or- 
dinary returns, he could have those im- 
mediately, and, in fact, all the informa- 
tion the Government possessed. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER said the Govern- 
ment had power to demand any informa- 
tion as to the proceedings of Banks, in 
addition to that suppled in the ordinary 
way, but the law expressly provided that 
such information must be considered con- 
 fidential, not to be divulged to the public, 
and the condition was obviously a just one. 
He did not know anything about the com- 
plaints alleged by the mover, but did 
know the Bank to be one of the most re- 
spectable institutions in the country. The 
Bank was difierent to other Banks, ines- 
much as the Directors were responsible 
for its liabilities to the extent of their re- 
spective means. It was they, he thought, 
who had cause for complaint, not the 


Pilotage. 
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shareholders. He wes sorry to heer any 
imputations against the management of 
the Bank, for, alihough it had been es- 
tablished so fer back as 1835, it had not 
met with any se1ious lovses or reverses; 
iis position had always been good, end it 
had enjoyed a great share of public conii- 
dence. 

Hors. Messis. RYAN and FERRIER 
also spoke tavourably as to the good re- 


paie of the Bank; and ¢.‘er some remarks 
from the mover, the moon was wiin- 
drawn. 

PILOTAGE. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY enquired whett:r} 
the Governirent prop 3d to adont tue 
ee recen'ly annovn-ed in the B.it’sh 

arlizmen'. of ¢ :olishing eumnu! sory pi! .- 
age? Jfnot. wheche: to any, and if so, to 
what extent? 

Hon, Mr. MILCHFIL replied that the 
whole question of pilotsge was under the 
consideration of the Doiainion Govern- 
ment. It was, he said, an imporvant ques- 
tion, and the Government were having the 
fullest. information ecllected which, when 
completed, would be laid before the House. 


MARRIAGE LICENSES. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN moved for an address 
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riage Licences,’’ passed by the Legislature 
of New Brunswick, in April 1869, reserved 
for the Governor’s pleasure; 2nd., copies 
of dispatches from the Lieutenant- 
Governors of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick on the subject of the Marriage 
Laws of those Provinces, &c.; 3rd, copy 
of commission from the Crown granting 
Governors power to issue Marriage Li- 
cences and copy of deputation to the 
Lieut.-Governor of New Brunswick, to ex- 
ercise the same power, and 4th; form of 
license issued by the Governor and his 
deputies. ‘The question of the validity of 
Marriage Licenses in New Brunswick had 
caused some anxiety, and indeed alarm. 
When the papers were produced the ex- 
isting difficulties wouldappear. That por- 
tion of the notice asking whether the Bill 
reserved had been sanctioned was not 
necessary, aS the Gazette, containing no 
notice on the subject, showed that it had 
not been sanctioned.—Carried. 


Copyrights. 


COPYRIGHTS. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN moved for an address 
for copies of all correspondence since 
March 380, 1869, between the Imperial and 
Dominion Governments, aid between the 
latter end any person or persons on the 
subjecu of legalizing, under certain condi- 
tions. the reprint of British Copyright 
Works in the Dominion. He briefly re- 
ferred to motions on the same subject 
which he had made in 1868 end 1869, both 
of which bed been adopted by this House. 
The results bad so far been satisfactory. 
He believed there was now a d‘sposition 
on the p:rt of both the Imperial and Do- 
minion Governments to promote the object 
he had in view, nemeiv, to put our 
printers on an equal. foo...g with those of 
the United Sbeles with respeecé to British 
Copyi? guts ard tbe2revy grea’ly encourage 
an smpsrtent indusw?2) inverest ia this Lo- 
in on. 

Eon. /Mr. CAMPBELL said, the mover 
bod g ver great avtention to the matter, 
the last two years, bovh in the House and 
ouis‘ae, and chiefly to his exertions the 
matter was in a partially cavusfe o.ory con- 
dition, as would _e seer when ..3 papers 
were brovght down. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN said, when the 
matter was up vefore he had raised the 
question whether tue North America Act 
did not give the Federal J.egislature power 
to settle the marier Ly Legislation. The 
Act certainly enumerated this as one of 
the class of suojects on which the general 
Parliament could legislate. The object 
was @ just one, the promotion of an impor- 
tant industrial interest, and he would like 
to see it settled for the advantage of our 


for copies. of—Ilst. An Act ‘‘relating to Mar- | printers. 
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said, without giv- 
ing an opinion on the point raised, “he 
might say that it would be found by. the 
correspondence to be brought down, the 
matter was in a fair way of “settlement. 


QUEEN’S PRINTER. 


The House then went into committee 
on the Bill relating to the office of Queen's 
Printer, and the committee being report- 
ed the Bill was read a third time, 


BILLS AND PROMISSORY NOTES. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL then moved the 
House into committee of the whole on 
the Bill relating to Bills of Exchange and 
Promissory Notes. 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER would like, before 
the motion was put, to offer a few objec- 
tions to the principle of the Bill, and to 
some of its clauses in particular. 
‘The object of the Bill, it had been said, was 
to secure a uniformity of the laws on the 
subject of Bills of Exchange and Promissory 
Notes; but it should not be forgotten that 
the commercial law was founded upon the 
habits and customs in different parts of 
the Dominion. This law was well known 
and well understood by our merchants, by 
members of the Bar and Judges. If it was 
desirous tosecure uniformity, it was also ne- 
cessary to secure stability of the law. He 
did not approve of the kind of legislation 
contemplated by the Bill; but if it was 
followed* at all, it should be with the 
utmost care so as to avoid all necessary dis- 
turbance in existing and well understood 
provisions. He then contended that all 
unnecessary changes of the law, as far as 
mercantile pursuits were concerned, was 
unsound legislation, and if there were 
slight differences in the laws of countries 
politically united to each other, such diff- 
erences were not practically inconvenient 
or hurtful. England and Scotland had 
made great and rapid progress after 
union although they had not an exact uni- 
formity of mercantile law. He cited from 
a recent work—‘“ Paterson’s Compendium 
of English and Scotch Law’’—some obser- 
vations on this subject. ‘‘ England and 
Scotland have long been running the race 
of civilization under similar circumstances. 
But itis well known that their laws are 
nearly as distinct as if each was a foreign 
country to the other. Though it may be 
true in a general sense that the result is 
now much the same in both countries as 
regards the main elements of rational lib- 
erty, yet the details of the respective pro- 
cesses by which this result is attaimed 
often differ widely. * * * A common 
Legislature, and, in many respects, a com- 
mon Supreme Court, have latterly, no 
doubt, confined them very much within 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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the same channel. Yet, notwithstanding 
many approximations, assimilations, and 
roundings of angularities, the law of the 
one country is still a sealed book to the 
other. England rather glories in her ig- 

norance ; and Scotland confidently rebukes 
this insular pride by counting over the 
adaptations from her own code, which 
have now and then been paraded by her 
neighbour under new names as original 
reforms.” The late Lord Cockburn, in 
1846, thus expressed his views: ‘ The im- 
provements introduced or recommended 
in England amount in a really surprising 
number of instances to little else than to 
an approximation to the law of Scotland. 
Not that the law of Scotland has been 
often avowedly taken as the type; on the 
contrary, nothing is more curious than the 
composure with * which all allusion to this 
law is avoided, even when it is copied.”’ In 
fact, he thought exact uniformity was unne- 
cessary, and all attempts in that direction 
would lead to a very.opposite result to that 
desired by disturbing the habits, practices 
and customs of different Provinces. He 
then stated several objections he had to 
the wording of certain clauses, contending 
that they were not so concise and clear as 
the present law, and that the effect 
would be to introduce great changes. 
He objected very strongly to the unsettle- 
ment of the code of Lower Canada—a code 
which had been prepared by some of the 
most talented lawyers the country ever 
produced, and which was the text-book 
in the universities of the Province. With 
respect to the jurisdiction of Parliament, 

he said that there was no doubt the North 
America Act provided that Bills of Ex- 

change, &c., was one of the classes of sub- 
jects which came under the purview of the 
General Legislature, but then it should be 
remembered that civil procedure was. 
exclusively placed in the charge of the 
Local Legislatures, and it became a ques- 
tion how far limitations in the suit of 
Bills of Exchange were connected with 
civil procedure, and consequently with - 
Local Legislation. But he would not fol- 

low up this apparent conflict of jurisdic- 

tion. He concluded by saying, that he 

had no doubt the Post Master General’s 

object was to improve the law, but he was 

afraid he would not attain his object by 

the Bill under discussion. 

Hon Mr. SANBORN said, the last speak- * 
er had gone over the ground which he (Mr. 
Sanborn) had intended to take in his ob- 
jections, and had put the various points 
forward in such a way that there was little 
more to be said. On reflection he considered 
that there was no real necessity for the Bill. 
Uniformity was a word and idea which 
caught the ear, but was often delusive. 
The question was, did a necessity exist for 
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this Act to secure uniformity in the matter 
before the House. There was very little 
difference in the mercantile law in any 
country. In Scotland and England these 
laws were subject to local jurisdiction, and 
in the United States each state had its own 
law, some based on common law and some 
on civil law. In the two Provinces of which 
Canada formerly consisted there was also a 
difference in the law ; but he was not aware 
that any inconvenience had resulted. Then 
why should there be any attempt to secure 
uniformity beyond what we already have ? 
But if such an attempt were made, then, 
he contended, the provisions of the law 
ought to be made clear, concise, and com- 
prehensive; but the Bill before the House, 
he regretted to say, did not secure those 
important conditions. He then briefly 
pointed out omissions in the Bill, and ex- 
pressed his opinion that the whole law 
should have been embraced in the Bill, not 
a portion of it. It was exceedingly unfortu- 
nate, he thought, that after all that human 
skill and intelligence could do to perfect 
the code of Lower Canada, the House should 
be called upon to break through it by Do- 
minion Legislation. The question was 
worthy of consideration, whether the Bill 
should be proceeded with, and he ventured 
the opinion that it was unwise to depart 
from the principles of sound jurisprudence. 
The common law had some elasticity in it, 
but the system proposed was a cast iron 
one; and no discretion was left to the 
judges to. interpret according: to common 
law. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said it was gratify- 
ing to have the principles of the Bill dis- 
cussed in so philosophical a manner. He 
could assure hon. gentlemen that in the 
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_ preparation of the Bill he had had the as- 


sistance of severaleminent gentlemen, and 
also of a gentleman who was eminent 
at the Bar, and who had a seat in ano- 
ther branch of the Legislature, and the 
Bill before the House was the result of the 
consultation between himself and those 
eminent gentlemen. The Bill had been 
framed in a liberal spirit, and it would be 
found that there was no serious departure 
from the code of Lower Canada. Sir 
George E. Cartier and Judge Day, who 
were certainly as great admirers of the 
Lower Canada code as his hon. friends who 
had spoken, thought legislation was neces- 
sary, and were decidedly favourable to the 
principles of the Bill. His hon. friend 
(Mr. Tessier) had looked at the question 
from a Lower Canada point of view, but 
that law, it should be remembered, did not 
embrace the whole law on the subject of 
Promissory Notes. As the Government 
had felt it unsafe to attempt to embrace 
the whole of the law, the question had been 
as to how far they should go. His hon. 
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friend (Mr. Sanborn) had seemed to say 

that the laws of Upper and Lower Canada 

had throughout the term of union been 

different, but that was not so. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN explained that 
such was not his meaning. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL resumed, and 
said that as the Government found it im- 
possible to include the whole law, they 
had decided to fall back upon the law of 
1854, and there was no difference between 
the Bill before the House and that law. 
He had not proposed to himself the task 
of going over the whole of the mercan- 
tile law, but he hoped the time would come 
when that could be assimilated. His 
hon. friend (Mr. Sanborn) might say there 
was no necessity for the Bill, and might 
point to the differences in the laws of 
England and Scotland, and the laws of the 
various States, but he was certain that 
changes were made, even in those coun- 
tries, towards assimilation. At the time 
of the union of Great Britain there was 
no Jury Lawin Scotland, but it would be 
idle to say that there should have been no 
assimilation in British laws. Then, again, 
there was a different Marriage Law in Scot- 
land, and another in Ireland, and _ this 
difference had been made notorious 
through the celebrated Yelverton case. 
But would it be said that there should be 
no assimilation of the Marriage Laws of 
Great Britain and Ireland? Then was it 
desirable that New Brunswick with 
200,000 or 800,000 of a popula- 
tion should have one law on mercantile 
matters and other Provinces in the Union 
have Other laws? Surely not. The 
laws in the several States could 
not differ much, except by — en- 
actment of special statutes, for the 
laws in all the States were based 
on English common law—the laws of 
Louisiana and New York excepted, the 
former having French law, and the lat- 
ter a code of its own. But practically- 
the whole law of thé several States was 
based upon English common law ; he did 
notthink, however, there was much force 
in the argument of his hon. friends. He 
did not propose to follow the argument 
of the speakers on the clauses of the 
Bill, for discussion on these could be 
more convenient in Committee. He would 
say, however, that there were no pro- 
visions in the Bul conflicting with the 
Lower Canada Code—merely the addition 
of clauses. To his hon. friend (Mr. Tessier) 
the clauses might appear verbose, but to 
English speaking members they had not 
that appearance. He concluded by ex- 
pressing his high appreciation of the spirit 
of fairness with which the Bill had been 
discussed, and by strongly urging the ne- 
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Business. 


cessity which existed for making the laws | which only arranged for franking to places 


uniform. 

The House then went into Committee— 
Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, of Kingston, in the 
chair, and after a short debate on the sec- 
ond clause, rose and reported progress. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 16, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:30 
o'clock. 


OTTAWA NAVIGATION. 


Mr. RYAN (Montreal) presented a peti- 
tion from R. W. Shepherd and fifty other | 
parties interested in the navigation of the 
Ottawa River, asking that the House do not 
allow the erection of certain piers and 
booms on that river. 


CURRENCY. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented a petition 
from certain Bankers, Merchants, and 
others, of Halifax, against a change in the 
Currency. 


RAILWAY BILLS. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) introduced a 
Bill to amend the -Act concerning Rail- 
ways. ‘ 

Hon. Mr.. ABBOTT introduced a Bill re- 
specting the Canada Central Railway Com- 
pany. 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR DUHS. 
Mr. BROWN introduced a Bill to autho- 


rise the Town of Belleville to impose and 
collect Harbour Dues, and for other pur- 
poses. 


FRANKING PRIVILEGE. 


Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand) intro- 
duced a Bill to amend the Act respecting 
Postal Arrangements. He explained that 
he had intended only to restrict the frank- 
ing privilege to the Dominion, but he had 
now decided to introduce in his Bill a pro- 
vision doing away with the franking privi- 
lege entirely. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
plained that in the case of letters franked 
to the United States or other foreign 
places the Postmaster General had to affix 
stamps or otherwise prepay them. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said that this 
wis not provided for in the Postal Act, 


Mr. Ryan. 


'in the Dominion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was quite a different matter, if these 
charges were taken out of the Contingent 
Fund of the House. 


' Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said that 
he did not, during his experience in Par- 
liament, hear a complaint before now, and 
the matter was so trifling, that it would be 


much better not to take further notice of 


ib, 

Hon. Mr. E. B. WOOD said he would 
call the attention of the hon, mover of this 
Bill to the fact that the postage on letters 
franked by members of the House, really 
cost the country nothing. The mails had 
to be carried any way, and the additional 
weight ofthe letters franked by the mem- 
bers of the House was really not worth 
mentioning. Of course he referred to let- 
ters delivered within the Dominion, and 
he thought those which went to foreign 
countries very inconsiderable, (hear, hear): 
The entire postage of last session was, he 
was informed, a little above $2,000. Now, 
what, Mr. Speaker, would be the effect of 
imposing a tax on the members of the House 
for the benefit of the Dominion exchequer 
of the payment of their postage? It would 
have thiseftect. It would very much lessen 
that free and unrestricted intercourse and 
communion which it is for the interest of 
the public should subsist and take place 
between the representative and the people 
on all questions coming before this House, 
(hear, hear.) |The proposition, when 
stripped of all its surroundings, was simply 
to tax the members of the House to the 
extent of the postage on their eorrespon- 
dence with the outside world. For his 


own part he could not see the sense of 


such a vroposition. It doubtless occurred 
to the hon. gentleman that as some re- 
marks had been made on an attempted 
fraudulent franking ofa letter, which had 
come to the knowledge of the members of 
this House, his motion would be a cheap 
and easy mode of purchasing alittle popu- 
larity. The hon. gentleman haviag se- 
cured the object he had in view in this 
‘fad captandum vulaus’ proposition, will, 
[ presume, b3 now content to repose on his 
laurels, and not move the second reading 
of his Bill, (hear, hear.) 


After some further discussion the Bill 
was read a first time. 


REPORTS OF LAKE NIPIGON. 


Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew) 
moved for the reports of the surveyors or 
others employed by the Government in the 
neighvourhood of Lake Nipigon. 


‘ 
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_ tion of the information required by the 
hon. gentleman was already covered by 
the motion of the hon. member for Rus- 


CUSTOMS’ UNION. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said—Mr, 
Speaker, I beg to move, seconded by Mr. 
Hagar,— 

‘¢ That an humble address be presented 
to His Excellency the Governor General 
representing : That the increasing popula- 
tion and productions of this Dominion de- 
mand more extensive markets and a more 
unrestricted interchange of commodities 
with other countries. 

‘ That a continental system of commer- 
cial intercourse or other commercial ar- 
rangements bringing under one general 
customs union with this Dominion the 
countries chiefly interested in its trade, 

_ would tend to expand our commerce, de- 
velope its resources, and multiply our 
productions. 

‘¢ That such a system should place in a 
position of commercial equality and reci- 
procity all the countries becoming parties 
thereto. 

‘That a great advantage would result 
from placing the Government of this Do- 
minion in direct communication with the 
several States which might be willing to 
negotiate for such commercial arrange- 
ments. 

, “ That it is expedient to obtain from the 
imperial Government all necessary powers 
to enable the Government of the Dominion 
to enter into direct communication with 
such foreign States as might be disposed, 


upon terms advantageous to Canada, tone- 


gotiate such commercial regulations, 

‘That in all cases. the treaties creating 
such proposed commercial arrangements 
shall be subject to the approval of Her 
Majesty.” 

It would be desirable, on all occasions 
like the present, to bring before Parlia- 
-ment questions which are likely to be 
generally approved. I regret that the 
course of argument which I am obliged to 
take will lead me into differences not 
only with hon. gentlemen with whom I 

m accustomed to differ, but also with 
hon. gentlemen with whom I have fre- 
quently acted, and with whom I would act 
again. Still, for the reasons I am about to 


i state, it is incumbent on me, as an inde- 


pendent member of this House, to adopt 
the course enunciated in my resolutions. 
I think, sir, an important preliminary jus- 
tification of the course I am about to 


pursue, is the statement that must com- 


- mend itself to every unbiased individual, 
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Ae yi eH oon is ase 
that the policy of the Governmen 
country, since 1864, has been utterly 
eflicient for any great public 
(hear, hear). I maintain that this G 
ment, which has been supported | 
a large majority of this House for the last 
three sessions, which even was not opposed. 
by the Opposition, ought to have bee 
able, and was able if it had been willing 
to grapple with this great question and 
deal with it in @ spirit that would com- 
mand the confidence of the people, and go 
far toward that great consolidation of the 
Empire which was foreshadowed in the F 
confederation of this country, and without 

which the country cin never prosper 

(hear, hear). Honourable gentlemen have ‘ 
had nobody to say to them: ‘‘ Why do ye < 
so; Thus far shall ye go, and no further.” . 
If there have been derelictions in the ad- 
ministration of the: affairs of the country 
it is solely personal*with the administra- = 
tion itself. How have they dealt with all ‘ 
the great public questions that have pre- 
sented themselves? All candid men 
would admit that the spirit in which the 
administration has dealt with the great 
public questions committed to its charge, 
after confederation was accomplished, has 
been a spirit of petty procrastination, a 
spirit of indifference to everything else, 
except the mere mamtenance of the 
personnel. Ifwelook at Nova Scotia we 
see that the interests of that Province 
have been entirely misunderstood, ‘I 
might say neglected by the administration 
from the outset, and every legislative 
measure, since the early days of confeder- 
ation, has been of a character to irritate | 
the public opinion of that Province, so that ir," 
it is impossible for any hon. member to en- ir 
joy at the same time the confidence of the Jae 
people of Nova Scotia, and give a general 
support to the hon. gentlemen who sit at | 
the Treasury Benches. Their legislators 
have, ina solid phalanx, protested against ~ 
the policy of this Government, they have — 
solemnly protested against everything that 
has been accomplished, and even the sub- 
sidy, which it was expected would gratify 
the whole Province, has been received 
more as an instalment, than in any sense 
confirming the pretension that it was a 
measure of statesmanship which could lead 
to the pacification of that Province (hear, 
hear). In the North-West, where we have 
something to expect as a great country, he 
when the Dominion extending from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific is being consolidated, 
what do we see? We see a handful of 
men—twelve thousand people—holding 
the authority of the Dominion at defiance, = 
setting forth their grievances against us, . 
and no man can say they have not had a 
good cause in the course they have pur- 
sued. Idonot charge the Government of 
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act, with any actual disposition to irritate 


the people of Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 


at 


2) 


wick ; nor with any actual disposition to 
‘breed | revellion and discontent at Red 
‘River. But they have, by a species of 
indolence with regard to these questions, 


_ turned public opinion against them. They 


_ have not originated any measures of pa- 
_ cification which they were in a position to 
" earry in the House, if they had been will- 
ing to take the responsibility. The Amer- 


~ ican Consul knew weeks and months be- 
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- gentleman says that is the word. 
one of his happiest utterances, but I must 


fore our Government of the organized op- 
position to the Dominion in that ter- 
ritory. Our Government knew nothing 
about it, important as it was, being oc- 
 eupied, as the hon. Minister of Militia said, 
_ happily the other night, in keeping their 
camp together. 


_ Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER—tUear, 
that is the word. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—The hon. 
It was 


hear ; 


beg to differfrom him. I believe that the 
administration of the affairs of this country 
should be for the good of the people of this 
country, and not for the special reward of 
those who support the Government. I shall 
say to the hon. gentleman that the affairs 


_ of the country should not be administered 
solely with reference to the camp-following 


which support him in office. I am con- 


_ .vineed that if, when the solid and discon- 
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tented phalanx came up from Nova Scotia, 
_ the Government had regarded the rational 
points of theircase, they could have arrived 
at some means of pacification which would 
have presented different results. The Hon. 
Secretary of State, then—not now—an_elo- 
quent organ of the public opinion of Nova 

cotia, told us that what they complained 
of was not so much what had been done 
to Nova Scotia as the manner of doing it, 
and that there might have been more care 
and more consideration shewn by Govern- 
ernment. I recite these acts simply to 
illustrate the inefficiency which has char- 
acterized this strong administration, and 
+o show the frivolous manner in which they 
had administered the affairs of the coun- 


_ try, without regard to the spirit of broad 


_ statesmanship with which they ought to 
have grappled these great questions. 
_ (Hear hear). I am aware, sir, that while 
_Imake these statements the majority of 
this House, probably at this moment, is 
not prepared to endorse them by a vote ; 
for lam convinced that hon. gentlemen 
will compel their followers to vote without 
any sense of their position upon this as 


upon all great questions which are to be 


-_-presented to the country. At this moment, 


what do we see? TheGovernmentis stil 


Hon. Mr. Huntington. 
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still blind as oe oa suit of consol 
ing this Dominion. They have disturk 
currency of Nova Scotia; they have — diss 
turbed the election law of New Brunswick ; 
they have disturbed fundamental sean plans 


established in this country. British states- 


men would wait before they changed. the 


currency to dollars and cents, because they 


would feel that something was due, even 
to the prejudices of the masses of our 
people. What were Government doing 
now with the assistance of their 
followers. 
suing, they were going against the public 


sentiment of New Brunswick and Nova — 


Scotia, and irritating and aggravating the 
people. The Hon. Minister of Malitia is 
still the great element of strength and 
still holds together the heterogeneous mass 
of his camp-followers, gives them cohesion, 
and has them ina solid body to vote to- 
gether for him on all occasions. In this 
way the public opinion of the country as 
represented in this House, was murdered 
by the course of hon. gentlemen opposite 
some time ago. But there is now one 
thing upon which the people would unite, 
and that is that it is dangerous to put too 
much faith in the political consistency of 
any public man. I believe the public 
opinion of the country is being aroused 
against the Government, and | don’t believe 
that the attitude of this Hlouse is to be 
considered as an exponent of the senti- 
ments of the country towards the present 
administration. ion. gentlemen have 


not only failed in their administration of 


these Provinces which were to be alied to- 
gether; they have not only failed in deal- 
ing with the question of the Confederation 
of the Provinces, but they havé done worse. 
They have broken faith with the Provinces 
who had aright to expect better things 
at their hands. One of the practical bene- 
fits to be derived from Confederation 
was expansion of trade and commerce. 
The Government would undertake 
to open up markets in foreign coun- 
tries; indeed Government did go so far as to 
send outto Brazil and the British and 
Spanish West Indies a commission which 
was to pave the way, for the cultivation of 
commercial relations between us and those 
two countries. Iam sure that any man 
who has read the able report of those 
Commissioners would have had the hope in- 
spired in his bosom that a large trade 
might be opened with those countries ; 
with Brazil,—a country larger than the 
United States, and whose people had oc- 
casion to consume our produce, and send 
abroad exports such as wedesire. But 
when the Commissioners came back, and 
represented the facilities with which this 


trade could be opened, and theadvantages _ 


camp 
By the course they were pur- 
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as reported by the Commissioners, have 
meyer been realized, and the good of the 
country has been entirely lost sight of, and 
ethis Government has done nothing else in 
the meantime but balance itself on a pole. 
(Cheers and laughter.) Now, Sir, this 
state of things is a sufficient excuse for an 
independent member representing a suffer- 
ing constituency, to speak out and to 
charge the Administration whom all sup- 
pose to be charged with the duty of re- 
gulating the trade and commerce of this 
country,—in which our people live and 
move, and have their being,—but who have 
utterly failed in benefitting the country, 
who seem to haveno policy, but appear 
like a bear sucking her paws. As a re- 
presentative of one of the constituencies 
of Lower Canada suffering from this state 
of things, many of whose people have 
been expatriated as a consequence of that 
policy of the camp, it has become my duty 
to excite a discussion upon this subject— 
however, painful it may be to me to have 
to differ with some hon. gentlemen—to 
excite public opinion, so that we should 
have a rational and uniform commercial 
policy. (Hear hear.) There was oncea 
great warrior whose name has_ been hand- 
ed down to posterity for some peculiar 
qualifications, and one was that he fiddled 
while his Imperial City was on fire; and 
probably my hon. friend the Minister of 
Militia, who indulges in levity while this 
important question is being discussed, will 
become celebrated only in a similar man- 
ner. (Lau ghter.) 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I am 
waiting for the question. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—The hon. 
gentleman may find that both Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick as well, are inter- 
ested in this question, and thatit is not 
merely a personal one. Last year only 
nineteen members of this House voted 
against reciprocity, suck was the disposi- 
tion of the House, the UGoyernment told 
us important negotiations/vere commen- 
cing, which they: truste¥Y would result in 
very great benefit tothe country, and 
this House, Ministerial as well as Opposi- 
tion, placed confidence in these state- 
ments of the Government. I notified 
my hon. friend the Minister of Mili- 
tia (ne other day that I should call the 
attention of the House to the very great 
inconvenience resulting not only to our- 
selves but to the trade interests of the 
eountry from the reticence which the Goy- 


negotiations ; and I asked the hon. gentle- 
man if, in the preliminary negotiations 
between this Government and the Govern- 
ment at Washington, there was not a pro- 
position that the manufactures of both 
countries should be admitted duty free. I 
venture to suggest to the hon. gentleman 
that we should know the reason why he 
would not give mean answer. ‘The hon, 
gentleman shakes his head, but why does 
he not answer the question ? 


Hon.Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I do not 
wish to say anything upon this great ques- 
tion till I have received full information 
from the speech of the hon. and learned 
member. Whenlam in a better condi- 
tion, I intend to address myself to this 
great question, when my time for doing so 
shall have arrived. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—Do I under- 
stand the Government to refuse to answer 
this question, Mr. Speaker? It is very im- 
portant to my argument. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—TI will an- 
swer no question of that kind across the 
House. 

Hon. Mr. HONTINGTON—Then I may 
tell the hon. gentlemen something more ; 
I know something about this matter of 


which I am talking; I know something 


about the memorandum entered into be- 
tween the contracting parties, in regard 
to the preliminary negotiations, and I have 
my information from sources which I be- 
lieve to be reliable and trustworthy. And 
T say that in the preliminary negotiations 
between the Hon. Mr. Rose and Mr. Secre- 


tary Fish, it was agreed that the manufac- ‘ 


tures of both countries should be admitted 
duty free, and hon. gentlemen cannot 
deny it, (hear, hear), Hon. gentlemen 


may smile, but why don’t they say such is 
This is a great public ques- 


not the case? 
tion, all the great manufacturing interests 
of this country were looking on at the de- 
bates, and are they to be treated with s 
smile, with the reticence hon. gentlemen 
have assumed, (hear, hear)? I assert that 
such was the intention of the Government, 
and I condemn, therefore, their disposition 
to keep their secret. I think the public 
as having a large interestin this case, have 
an undoubted right to the information. 
if the hon. gentlemen preserve silence 


and refuse to answer, I have, asIsaid be- 


fore, information from such a source as to 
have no; doubt of its correctness, thatit 
was thefntention of the Government to in- 
clud 
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he reciprocal trade, and as I could not get 
‘ h Ms that information from the Government, I 

ah have been compelled to present, it to the 
House. I may state at once, without 
Sh BAT" troubling the House with my own private 
ys Ui , affairs, that I have a pretty large interest 


os ins that question, that I have a pretty large 
aia Phibokesk _in one of the industries 
oe ef this country, and it was a 


x - -matterof great importance to me to know 
_ whether the Government proposed to ad- 
ae: iy “mit United States goods or not, duty free, 
and in endeavouring to obtain an insight 
into this matter, I was placed in posses- 
he _ sion of these facts regarding the prelim1- 
nary convention which had been made be- 
tween the two contracting par fies, (hear, 
cs hear .) There were two parties in the 
- Gabinet at Washington who were person- 
ally favourable—the Hon. Finance Minis- 
ter can correct me if I am wrong—to the 
idea of reciprocal trade with this country, 
but they were not prepared to take the 
_ yisk of making themselves responsible for 
any preliminary agreement until they had 
an opportunity of knowing what would be 
_ the tone and temper of Congress upon 
that subject, therefore the Hon. "Mr. Rose’s 


: note on his. mission to Washington 
only arranged this preliminary agree- 
ere ment, and though it was acceptable 


to some members of the American 
Cabinet, it was well known that President 
Grant in his message was not disposed to 
entertain the propositi Now, I main- 
He _ tain that the Governmoht have made no 
“ih ' proper effort in the dyection of obtaining 
- Reciprocity with the/ United States. Let 
me, in this connection, mention a little 
fact, which I suppose need not be re- 
garded as a secret. In 1864 when the Re 
_ ciprocity Treaty was about to expire, the 
_ Maedonald-Dorion Government, which was 
then in power, inserted a clause in tho 
Governor's speech at the opening of the 
- jJast session under their rule, indicating 
the adoption of a liberal canal policy. This 
- elause attracted the attention of western 
members of Congress, and when they saw 
ae that we intended to enlar ge our canal sys- 
me _ tem they put forth every effort to secure 
the continuation of the Reciprocity Treaty 
so that they might have the use of our 
V ganals, 
we did not get the Reciprocity Treaty re- 
ce newed, we got the required notice for the 
fal _ abrogation of the tr eaty postponed for one 
aie i iy year. I call the attention of the House to 
_ this important fact. It was solely because 
owe initiated a liberal canal policy, which 
i Wig would irrespective of reciprocity, greatly 
“ish ie benefit the whole country by securing to 
ae us the through trade of the great West, 
_ that we obtained a year’s delay in giving 
ie ie phe: necessary notice for the expiration of 
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the treaty. (hear ‘yon “well, ¢ the 
ministration of my honot rable eS 
members for Cornwall and Hochelaga, me 
aaa and their canal policy was aU ben Aine 
rried out. It was lost sight of in the ce 
discussion of the great constitutional ques- 
tions that were introduced at that time, 
and since that time nothing has been done * - 
in that direction, and a general impression 
now seems to prevail among the American ss 
people that we have nothing to give them. — 
We have our canals, our fisheries, and the 
free navigation of the St. Lawrence; and 
‘had the statesmen who rule the country . 
made a proper use of their adyantages, 
they might have secured for this country ya 
reciprocal free trade with the United : 
States. At any rate, [have shown that by = 
our initiation of a liberal canal policy the =, 
abrogation of the old reciprocity treaty nya 
was delayed for one year. Now, the hon. ~ 
gentlemen on the Treasury Benches come 
down and tell us to hush the matter up, 
and the less said about it the better, and — 
that it would be agreat pity to let the 
Yankees know we want to treat with them 
when they are not disposed to treat with 
us. The desire of some members in this 
House and of some people in the country 
now seems to be to adopt a retaliatory po- 
licy towards the Americans. We had it 
paraded in the newspapers that a large 
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deputation of gentlemen’ from this House i 
waited on the Finiyee Atiniste the other bee ce 
day and urged uporhim a polif of reta- Ne 
liation, or at all eventsa ‘‘ National Po- cf 
licy.’”” The Hon. Finance Minister very Pa 
properly declared that he was not prepared ; 4 
to reveal his tariff in advance, but that i\2 


the course which the Government had al- 
}ready announced with reference to the * 
- ; Fisheries might be regarded as an indica- 
tion of the course he would be disposed 
to pursue in this matter. Now, if this 
country was satisfied that there ‘Were no 
means of extending free trade with the | 
Americans, I admit it might be wise to .; 
discuss thiysahject of retaliation, (hear, * 
hear.) on’t say it would be wise to re- 
taliate, even in that case. I am not prepar- 
ed to pronounce an opinion upon that ques- 
tion now, but I am prepared to concede 
the plausibility of the doctrine, which would 
naturally be sealed up in such a case, that 
we should deal with the Yankees, as they 
[deal with us. I think, perhaps, a Free 
Trader who believed that the Americans 
were imposing unjust gurdens upon their | 
own people, would hardly find it consistent te 
with his views to impose similar burdens _ 
upon our people, for the sake of retaliat- 
ing upon the Americans. Of course this = 
would not apply to those who believe in 
general protection. [i hold that the Gov-— % Bey 
ernment have made~out no case to show 
that they have exhausted all proper means 
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tions, with the concurrence of a few 
friends. I had the hope that they might 
excite a discussion in this House, and lead 
us to see whether we might not make an- 
other effort to secure the benefits of free 
trade with our neighbours before we adopt 
a policy of retaliation, This was a great 
question, and one which ought not to be 
considered from a party point of view 
[Hear, hear, from Sir G. E. Cartier.] My 
hon. friend says ‘hear, hear.’’ I repeat, 
it isnot a question that ought to be con- 
sidered from a party point of view. Now, 
as regards this policy of retaliation, I have 
been struck with a paragraph on the sub- 
ject in Mr. Ward's report to Congress from 
the Committee on Commerce, which ap- 
pears to me to contain a good deal of good 
sefise :—‘¢ Commercial retaliation,’ he 
says, ‘is justified by the highest authori- 
‘ties and precedents, but only when it 
‘‘is the best course towards the desired 
“end. It is not always the shortest or 
“‘ safest road to our objects. As ina war 
‘“‘ ofarms, so also in a war of legislation,— 
“the influence of reason is diminished. 
‘‘ Passion and prejudice is excited, and 
‘often, in pursuit of a temporary and 
‘doubtful gratificati@n, we commit last- 
‘““ing and incurable evils. It may turn 
‘‘ friends into enemies, and strengthen our 
“opponents. As in the common business 
“ of life, and in reference to confiicts of. 
‘any kind,so also on this occasion, some ef- 
“fort at negotiation should be made before 
‘“‘ recourse is had to hostilities.. A friendly 
‘‘ feeling assists negotiation, and in this case 
“more than half the permanent value of 
‘victory isin the sentiment of concord, 
“iffor no other reason than that moral 
“forces have great material power. Be- 
‘ sides, there is a difference of opinion 
‘among ourselves as to the justice of re- 
'* tahation ; but from one end of our fron- 
“‘ tier to the other, there is practically no 
“ difference of opinion as to the object to 
“be gained for the mutual benelit of Cana- 
“da and ourselves—a reciprocity of com- 
‘“merce, not only in name, but in substance 
‘ giving neither party the vantage ground.” 
In our case, there is one point which’ 
should never be lost sight of in discussing 
this question, and that is, that a large por- 
tion of the people of the United States are 
in favour of free trade with us. The mono- 
polists are losing their power. That fact 
- was made apparent by a recent vote in the 
_. House of Representatives, at Washington. 
.. Surely then, this is not the time to adopia 
va | 


difficulties that I propose these resolu- 
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wards ourselves, but would tend to stay > 
the current which is now, setting in favour = 
of free trade with us. A Free Trade party 


has recently been organized in the United 
States, which, with large funds and great 
abilities at its command, is pressing its 
views upon the attention of the people 
North, South, East and West. The Ainaats 
ern States are largely interested in free 
trade with us, and if we wait patiently till 
Opinion is formed, we shall find th:t the REPS 5 
natural trade relations between tle two A 
countries will not be violated, either on 
the one side or the other side of the 
lines. I believe that political feeling had a ae 
great deal to do with the policy which the  —— 
Americans pursued towards us. And we a 
know that political difficulties made it al 
most impossible in the meantime that any 
fair basis of arrangement could be arrived 
at, even supposing both sides had been 
otherwise prepared toenterintoit. Imain- 
tain that the people who have been most 
interested in excluding our coal and iron, 
and the other products of this country are 
those who don’t care about politices—the = = — 
monopolists, the coal owners and the iron Pee 
owners—but who with the large influence r 
they possess turn the politicians against 
us. It appears to me there is truth in the 
remark of a prominent American to a a 
friend of mine the other day. He is a 
gentleman holding a high official position 
in the United States, and one whoislarge- 
ly interested in free trade with Canada. a 
Said he— The fact is, we would all like to 
have free trade with Canada; but while \ oi 

s Alubama claims stand as they do, we Tata 
annot make any concessions.” [Hear, hear, re 
from the Treasury Benches. Iam some- $i 
what pleased to have struck a chord in the ei 
bosom of these gentlemen. They have 
been so dull on this question of recipro- 
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city, so reticent as to the difiiculties they = 9 
found in their way, that had it not been mare § 
for this spontaneous outburst I would not o 
have known that -it has really been the 5 Se 
Alabama claims and British diplomacy that i 
has been the chief difficulty in the way of 7, 
securing new trade relations. Thesethings = 
ought to be looked in the face. I should is 


judge from the tone of the ‘“ hear, hear,” 
from the hon, gentleman [Hon. Sir Geo. E. 
Cartier} that he regards it not only as an 
insuperable barrier, but one which he 
contemplates with some measure of 
delight. I believe it is quite possible for 
us to make such an arrangement with Eng- 
land, as that we may be permitted to nego- 
tiate our own trade relations untrammelled 
by the embarrassments of English diploma- 
cy. It is with this view that we ask for 
power in these resolutions to treat directly 
with any country with which we desire to_ 
have trade relations. | At least the hon. 
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gentleman must admit that this proposi- | “ countries having reciprocity treaties with 3 : 


_ ion is one which goes not very much far- | ‘‘ this country, if any colony or colonies 
sher than he himself has gone, and that it | ‘‘ should make arrangements for giving to vi: 
_ has in contemplation the removal of the ‘some foreign country advantages which 
. disabilities which render British diploma- ‘are not given to another.” ; ! 
| 


ey inadequate for securing commercialre-| The only objection to the proposal of the 
eiprocity with our neighbours, (hear). | Commissioners was that they might inter- Bike 
Now, sir, this question presents itself to | fere with the existing treaties with foreign Mi . 
us in two ways. In the first place, it is | countries by which these countries were . 
entitled to consideration of the most fa- 
voured nations. There was no warning on 
the part of the British Government against 
discrimination against British goods, and 
the general tendency of the discussion be- 
tween the Commissioners and the foreign 
countries to which they were accredited. 
goes to show that they lost sight entirely = = _ 
not only of any such provision, but of the 
representation made to them that they 
must not interfere with established treat- 
ies. Take for instance their negotiations 
, with Brazil—a country larger than Europe 
English Government, went to Brazil and to | and with a revenue and expenditure 
47 the Spanish and British West Indies .and | double our own, whose trade is of the 
to British Guiana, where they met the pre- | greatest importance to us. “In their deal- 
_ sent Finance Minister‘of this country. Sir | ings with that country the commissioners 
_ &merson Tennent writes as follows to the | appeared to have been not very careful 
 Wnder Secretary of State: about protecting British interests in the 
‘‘Tam directed by the Lords of the matter of tariff arrangements, but to have 
“4 Committee of the Privy Council for solely regarded the special interests or 
«rade to acknowledge the receipt of the two contracting parties. They made 


_ & your letter of yesterday’s date and of provision for freetrade in certain com. 


your previous communication and on-| Position water, and? for postal. arrange: 
, Be oe hae Propesal ofthe ments with the Brazilian countries. The 

‘¢ Confederate Council of the British North a bothes ‘a iicntione ped 
¢ American Colonies to despatch deputa- | SCC™Me? vo Rave paid mo ave a BN 


ier : ; Emerson Tennent’s warning as to inter- 
nee Ber eet ngeon, (t0./the nese Indies, fering with existing treaties. From the 
and to several South American coun- 5 5 


_ ‘tries, with a view to the improvement prs dae ve Ras COTS BReGe 
‘and extension of the commercial rela- | a ¥ <p rhs. Hagia t ee py 
é¢ tions of the British North American pos- Dae as ee Oar he GS See 


4 sessions with the United States of Amer. | 'h2t this ground was to be abandoned, and 
‘¢ica and other countries. In reply I am that thevarious Governments to which they 


i a \ were accredited, and the Commissioners 
\/‘suprove ofthe ohjact nich the Confed. | ™ent would ntorpose, mo chats in | 
ay) ‘ ti wnel J : ) 
‘ ee eo oer ate, although they had protected themselves 
by an expression of this kind in the cor- 
respondence. I find in this correspon- 
aN ; : dence some remarkable expressions which 
a tt et A A that when this subject | go to show the Commissioners did not feel 
SS iy ey al by the British Gov- | themselves in any way restricted in their 
.), emmment there appears Ne have been only | negotiations, and which are calculated to 
one epeaier raised. Sir Emerson Ten- | awaken us to the great future that is in 
nent proceeds: store for us, I may refer, for example, to 
_ “Tt appears to My Lords beyond the | the letter of the Hon. Mr. Ryan, at that 


- gaid that a discrimination against British 

_ -@oods is un-British; and secondly, the 
proposition is presented to us on its own 
merits. With regard to the first proposi- 
tion, I hope the House will bear with me 
while I call their attention to the fact— 
one of great significance in this connection 
—that at the Trade Convention at Quebec 
something of this very same kind was 
proposed. That Convention met in Sep- 

_ tember, 1865, adopted certain resolutions, 
-. and appointed Commissioners. These 
Commissioners, after consulting with the 


ae 


“province of this Department to enter| time Chairman of the Commission, 4 

_ “ upon the question of the advisability, as | addressed to the Government of Cuba. I 4 

_ “amatter of general principle, of separate | have already noticed the general tenden- ted 

- “commercial conventions being establish- | cy in the course of the negotiations ofthe | Rae 

ed between groups of Her Majesty’s Col- | Commission, to overlook any restrictions oR 
-  *onial dependencies and foreign coun-! uponthem with regard to established 


est <s tries. At the same time My Lords think | treaties, but he seems to look even be. | _ ty 
_ “ itright to callattention to the difficulties | yond this. He says. ‘Apart from the 9 | — 
_ “which may arise with respect to foreign | important consideration of buying in the — Ne 
oi, ah Hon. Mi . Huntington. cry a tat coving » Soy gts es beans 
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cheapest market, another question no 
_ lessimportant, and intimately connected 
| with the Colonial policy of Spain, presents 

itself. Is it prudent, is it wise for Spain 
| to allow her rich West Indian possessions 
to remain wholly dependent for many 
necessaries on a single source of supply, 
and that source the United States, a power 
so proverbially uncertain in her relations 
with other countries, but especially so 
with Spain? Will it not rather be sound 
policy to foster and encourage a compet- 
ing source of supply in British North 
America- the Provinces of which when 
united together in one Government, as 
now contemplated, will form from the out- 
set a confederation of about four million 
people, well qualified to establish a check 
and counterpoise to the aggressive and 
: absorbing principle which seems to ani- 

mate the Democracy of the United States.” 

if difficulties should unfortunately arise 
-betweenthe Governments of Spain and 


the United States, it will obviously be ad- 


vantageous for the Spanish West Indies 
to have a solid commercial connection 
previously established with British North 
America, so that their necessary supplies 
‘may not at any t:me be cut off abruptly. 
But in order to initiate a gonnection of 
this nature, some reasonable concessions, 
beneficial alike to the Spanish West Indies 
and to British North America, may be 
found essential on the part of Spain, and 
I venture to suggest toyour Ixcellen- 
ey that it would be an important step in 
this direction, if the Spanish Government 
would sanction some considerable reduc- 
tion in the rates of duty, say on grain, 
- flour, meal, provisions, fish, lumber and 
other productions, provided they be im- 
ported from British North America in ves- 
sels sailing under the flag of Spaiu.” Sir, 
I think this looked almost like a defens- 
ive and offensive alliance. It seems to 
have pointedin a somewhat warlike di- 
rection whether tending to a retaliation 
policy, it is not. my purpose at present to 
discuss. So far with regard to the only 
point which the British Government raised 
at this time. The next pomtis that re- 
ferring to discriminat:ng against British 
goods. There isno doubt that it might 
be argued that to allow the goods of an- 
other country to come in on more favour- 
able terms would not be in consonance 
with the spirit that would keep the Em- 
pre together, but looking at the matter 
from all points of view—seeing that in 
' speaking of the trade relations which were 
then about to be initiated, the British Gov- 
ernment did not sce fit to raise this point 


I read an article the other day in the Lon: 
don Times on this subject. A fashion has 
grown up lately here of doubting that pap- 
er as an authority, but still it cannot 
be denied that it is an exceedingly 
powerful organ—well conducted, and 
that its opinion is of great weight. 
When the London Times began to fall back, _ 
when it began to take receding ground on 
this question, seeing that there are no 
means of saving the trade relations be-, 
tween the two countries and the elastic com- 
mercial system necessary, that able jour- 
nal asserted in anable article that, per- 
haps the United States would consent to 
any arrangement that would be offered by 
the Canadian people themselves. Now, 
sir, the Times went further and with a 
sort of fore-knowledge, like what I my- 
self had of the Government policy, had 
no doubt that the Canadian Government 
were making arrangements with the Gov- 
ernment at Washington with regard to the | 
admission of manutactured articles free, — 
and in reply to the question as to whether © 


or not England would per- 
mit this, said of course she 
would. If you wish to make the peo- 


ple of a country happy and contented, you 
must convince them that the commercial 
relations of the country are such as will 
conduce best to the various interests there- 
of. Iam persuaded that, all things being 
equal, the commercial policy which will 
expand the resources of the agricultural, 
manufacturing and mining industries of 
the country, will be the policy that will 
keep the Empire together, otherwise it 
must be dismembered,and if such a policy 
to produce such a result be adopted, there 
isno man in the country who will support 
and recognise it more heartily than | will. 
T assert that free trade is an imperative 
necessity for the people of the country: I 
do not say that it may not be possible for 
us to exist as we are, if we do not’get this 
concession. Ido not say that we should 
be exactly ruined. Ido not say that the 
state of things would be unbearable. I 
would join with the people in trying to 
live it down, but Ido say that if you want 
to expand the commerce and general in- 
terests of the country, you havetodo so ~ 
in the direction of free trade and removing 

from our trade relations all these 

restrictions now placed upon them. You 
will not thus improve things for the sake 

of catching the popular breath, which, I 

believe, to be at thismoment mistaken— 

I say you will not derive the ultimate ad- 

vantage that you may expect from your 


national policy; for although the people7 
may be tor % time misled by their mis- 


i 


at all, seeing that the reciprocity estab- ty 
lished with the United States in ’54, was | taken leaders, the better sense of the coun- sa 
a violation of this principle, I do not} try will eventually come out right in a : a 
me ee that this argument will hold good. | country like th’s ruled by the intelligence , Be 
No ROE oc aha - SE hae: 
et eee Rye She: ie 

weg Aa * Pies geo ae EF, *) Age 


Customs? Sa 


- of the people. 
them that they should enter upon a policy 


_. which,perhaps, ifadopted, ina hostile or de- 
fiant spirit might at the next step bring us 
down on our knees. I am proud of our 
country with its large extent and small 
population, Iam proud of what our people 
may accomplish, Iam proud of the noble 
spirit which they exhibited when the Re- 
- ciprocity Treaty was abrogated, when a 
howl came from over the lines saying that 
_ they would starve us out, when cur peo- 
ple said we will stand by our flag and our 
_ principles, and you cannot coerce us into 
annexation; but I sce that you can carry 
this too far, that a too retaliative spirit 
might coerce us into an unequal warfare, 
that undisputed humiliation will be the re- 
sult, end I call upon the Government and 
upon those around me and upon the peo- 
ple, to pause before committing them- 
selves to a policy which may render a 
hostile tariff between our neighbours and 
ourselves, the normal state of affairs be- 
| tween us (hear, hear and cheers). I should 
apologize for detaining the House so long 
Wt feries of goon], but I think I have placed 
-. the matter in a point of view that ought to 
commend itself to the commercial! interests 
- ofthe House. The fate ofthe peopie who 
~ control the commerce of the country are 
_ dependent upon us. When I gave notice 
ofthe resolutions now before the House, I 
~- consulted no one. After I had done so, 
»,.. I stated to a few _per sons that I had doue 
so, and [have been ver¥ much surpfised 
yy that I should have received such an ex 
_ tensive correspondence on the subject— 
- thus showing the deep interest that is felt 
in the matter. Iwas surprised to receive 
a large deputation of some of the most ex- 
tensive lumbermen in the country. I do 
not go out much here in Ottawa, and the 
fact of my not knowing any of these gen: 
tlemen, argues myself unknown. These 
gentlemen representing the lumber inter- 
ests of the district, told me that they took 
- ® very deep interest in this question, 
and they hoped to see it discussed in no 
_ party spirit. From the discussion I had 
with these gentlemen I found that they 
_ were thoroughly in accord with me on the 
points I have referred to. I may as well 
_ state now, to relieve the doubts, that I see 
creeping over my hon. friend, Sir Francis] 
_ that these gentlemen were not all Ameri- 
ans. Most of them have been living here 
_ for years, one of them for seventeen years, 
and this gentleman told me that he paid 
last year to the American Government the 
- immense sum of $75,000 duties. Iam a 
HS ee reader of the Ottawa Times and Citizen and 
poe the Montreal Gazette, and all that class of 
sr ~~ journals which deal so ably with 
3 these questions, and I learned from 
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which they are not able to maintain, and. 


distinguished? abhor ‘that - re 
the lumber interest was an . (OX: Bs 
ception to all others in the country. — 

I was surprised to hear from these gentle- 
men that this was not the case, and that 
the lumber market at Albany had to de- 
duct the amount of the freight and the 
duty, and that that was then the price of 
the lumber in this place. I said that I 
had been instructed in these matters by 
the able discussions which [ had read, and ! 
which Iam sure emanated from near the.) "sh 
throne, and I said do not the American 


~ 


consumers pay the duty. These gentlemen _ 
then explained to me that the consump- 
tion of lumber by the United States equals 


fifty-four million dollars, of which we only 
supply seven millions, and they called my anh 
attention to a rule in political economy, am 
which was that in a country which supplied 

cnly a portion of an article consumed by 
another country, the producer paid the 
duty. -Then I, having read as I have men- 
tioned, and having been made to believe 

that all the lumber that could possibly be 

got into the United States came from this 
country, said to these gentlemen, ‘ You } 
speak of American lumber, you do not = 
mean to tell me that the Michigan lumber — is 
comes into competition with yours.” They 
said, “Yes, they can bring lumber all the f 
way to Boston by rail as cheap aswecan {if 
supply it.’’. This, [ consider another point Hi 
to show the necessity for the St. Lawrence 
and Lake Champlain Canal, so great is this 3 
necessity that these gentlemen informed Sak. 
me that some of them have decided to 
take their lumber this year away round iy 
the coast to Boston. Jey 


Mr, POPE.—Are 
destination ? 


Mr. HUNTINGTON.—I certainly under- 
stood one of the gentlemen to tell me 
that he intended to ship by the Gulf to 
get to the American coast. J was author- 
ized to state to the House the names of 
these gentlemen, but Ido not think it is 
necessary to say more than that they have 
been long residents here, and are support- 
ers of the local members for this House, a 
of the Government, and of Confederation. iv 
One of them is the. son of an old friend of Awe 
mine, resident in my county, where he is 


~ 


2 ae 


ac all 


you sure Boston is the 


a leading Orangeman. The gentleman has “ 
been here for some time, and has made a a: : 
fortune. These gentlemen did not assail a 


the Government now, but they havede- 
cided that it is indispensible to the success 
of our commerce that some policy such as 
I advocate should be adopted. These gen- 
tlemen told me another fact that ought to 
be vexing to every Canadian. They told” 
me that fifty per cent. of the lumber in 
the Ottawa district was wasted, because it. 
would not ae sOneE to pay all Wa be? ; 
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ties on. Tiginbee exported to Pie United | enterprise to come into this country, then j 
States, and that they could only compete j you will have accomplished something, and ae 


~ with American lumber by dressing up the | the prosperity and happiness which will 
best of the trees chopped. Now I have | prevail amongst the people will attest that 
‘4 said that much of this lumber could be; you have reconstructed the Dominion, 
e taken to the American market, and this| healed all its sores, and soothed all its 
would give more employment "to labour| sorrows. I would "ask the hon. gentle-. 
i - here. Imention this fact as one of great|man to look to Lower Canada, “where: 
__ importance to this country. Mr. Speaker,|the people are going to the’ States, 
P. _the resolution which I have placed in your|and we are sending after them the raw 
_ hands does not confine us to any system. | material, which is there manufactured and 
It merely expresses a desire that we ought | brought ‘back to us. Itis impossible to 
to make an effort to extend our trade, and|deny, though it had been denied for * 
' thatit ought to be done as soon as it can | political effect, that our railway cars from 
_ ¢bedone. It suggests a Customs Union, or| day to day are ‘crammed with people leay- 
-% jany other system by which continental ing the Country because they are starv- 
trade might grow up in this country. ing (cries of no, no.) Iam very much 
Some will say that a Customs Union is im-| delighted if it is not the case any- 
practicable, anda great many reasons will | where else. Ifwe had avenues of trade: 
be given for it; all JI can say|opened up, manufactures and mining 
n is that this resolution provides that} and other general facilities, which might 
we are simply to make such arrange-| be cultivated, and if we had large enter- 
ments as would be advantageous to Can- | prise and cap ital to develope there, our 
ada. J have no doubt that if the ques-| people in Lower Canada would not leave 
‘: tion was taken hold of by Government in | their homes, where if they could get em- 
_ | ® large spirit, and administered with a vig-| ployment they would be contented and 
orous hand, arrangements might be made | happy. butexpatriation has been forced 
. between this country and other countries |}on them. Ihave seenin the newspapers 
_ which would be of great advantage to all|a denial of these things, but, sir, my own 
parties. I may say with regard to objec- | county has been almost decimated in con- 
tions that may be made to any Customs | sequence of the necessity, and week after 
| Union with the United States, that their | week the cars have taken away people to 
duties are higher, that the Americans have | the United States (hear hear.) We have 
been reducing their duties by millions this | boasted that Lower Canada had 9, million 
. year. Nodoubt the United States have| and a half of people, but, sir, half a mil. 
added to ae op wealth the last five years | lion of our people have been expatriated, 
in dollars mo » than they have added in ; and are now living in the United States. 
. any five years sifxg 1776, and though some | Now, sir, what is it we want? We want 
interests may have been depressed, the | in this country a development of the | 
enormous emigration, the Immense ex- | resources, and not a continued attempt to 
tension of railways, and increase in the keep the camp together, which I admit 
value of property, have always kept the|is avery good thing, and in regard to 
balance in their favour. Their duties are | which I have a good deal of respect for 
' . now being reduced from the war basis | the skill, and sometimes for the agility, of 
i upon which they have been regulated, and | hon. gentlemen, but there are other things 
now is the time to make an arrangement | tobe attended to. The people want tasee 
with them. The free traders of the| the resources of the country developed; 
United States are advocating the system I} we want such arrangements, that capttal 
have indicated, and there is there alarge | will be attracted here, and enable it to 
class who would like to see our trade rela-| send its produce into the markets of the 
‘tions unencumbered by the estrangements | continent. I should lke to ask the 
‘of British diplomacy, and seeing us ina| House what amount of English capital 
position to pursue an independent colo- | have we had :nvested in private enterprise 
_ nial policy, would be ready .to treat with | in this country, and what facilities there 
us. Sir, as I said before, if you wish to | are in the Provinces of Upper and Lower 
~ solve this problem you have undertaken, | Canada, New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
eae if you wish to show to the people of this | for the ‘employment of capital. Under the . 
country that you are not guilty of the in- | reciprocity treaty there was a little enter- ic ae 
-___ dictment which I have brought against you, | prise in that direction from the States ; 
* of being unable to fulfil the great work with | but itis a rule with undoubtedly very 
_ which you have been entrusted, you must | few exceptions, that vou cannot get Eng- yer 
-_ find some means of pacification, some | lish capitalists to invest their money in pte. 
means of making our people happy and | this country—frst, Waban there is no % 
contented, and prosperous; if you can| permanence in our tariff system; and hee 
‘ open. up markets, and set aside custom secondly, because of our want of mar kets 
rh - houses, and | enable American: oyun and | for. our productions (hear Sra Pret, Sao 
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’ villages and towns. 


the Jeaders of the Government, 
_ they may be hon. gentlemen opposite or 


‘system indicated 
‘would place us in communication with 
‘all the markets of the continent, and the 
“result would be that trade would expand, 


~ of this country will not sustain it, 
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in these resolutions 


manufactures would spring up in 
thriving industries 


would arise everywhere, the population 


_ of the country would increase, and would 
_ tind employment m developing the resour- 
ces of the country. 
» the course [haveseen fit to pursue in this 
“case may not be successful in this House ; 
_ butit will be a comfort to vote with a minor- 


I am aware, sir, that 


ity in support of a great principle. I know 
very well the spirit in which my represen- 

tations will be assailed when fhon. gentle- 
men rise to speak and to defend the course 
of the Government, in order to satisfy 
their followers, and at the conclusion of 
this debate it may become my duty to say 
something more about this great question. 

I believe the people of this country will 
very soon tear up, root and branch every ob- 
stacle that stands in the way of the highest 
promotion of their interests: and I believe 
it will be impossible for hon. gentlemen 
to remain on the Treasury benches if they 
do not show us reason why they should 
not come down to this House witha declar- 

ation that they have exhausted all means 

of securing this market, and that now we 
have nothing for us but a retaliatory policy. 

Such a policy i is not wise, and the people 
though 
it may command a majority in this House 


for the moment by the plausible theory 


that we must deal with our neighbours as 
our neighbours deal with us.It w ‘ould be un- 
wise for the sake of resentment or to pun- 
ish ourselves ; we must not allow passion to 


blind us or we shall never attain the great 
object which we all desire. 


We must look 
simply to the interests of the great coun- 
try we inhabit, which we call our home ; 

we must look to its future without blind. 
ness and without prejudice, and not with 
any ideas of resentment, and whatever can 
be shown to be the best for the interests of 
this country, every man will be willing to 
make some sacrifices to accomplish. e say 
the experiment has not yet been fairly 
tried, and we may get good trade relations, 
There is no evidence that this great ques 


~ tion has been dealt with in any other than 


a most careless spirit, and I maintain that 
the people of this country will exact from 
whether 


hon. gentlemen on this side of the House, 


“oe policy which will secure the highest de- 
_velopment of the commerce of the country. 
In such a way, and through such expansion 


only, can we multiply our population; in 


“sucha way only can we consolidate this 


great Dominion, committed to our charge ; 


i in such a way only can our statesmen be- 


_ Hon. Mr. Huntington. ; 
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come entitled to the con fideries of the > 


2 


Onion. F 


people of this country. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, the _ 


hon. gentleman said this question should 
not be dealt with in a party spirit, but 
still it was impossible to forget the com- 


mencement of his remarks, when keeping © 


entirely away from the resolution, he was 
bringing before the House, he made the 
most violent political attack upon the Gov- 
ernment that had been made this session. 
He had raked up every question he could 
think of, the Nova Scotia question and 
the North West difficulty, and had accu- 
sed the Government of incapacity of every 
kind, andhe (Sir Francis), had begun to 
doubt in fact, ifhe was ever going to ar- 
rive at the subject of his resolutions. He 
was really very doubtful if he would have 
ever reached them, had not his hon. 


friend the Minister of Militia called his at- 


tention to the fact. 
Mr. MACKENZIE—That was the best 
part of his speech (great laughter.) 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS could well 
understand that in the eyes of the hon. 
member for Lambton it was, and he fully 


understood that the object was to obtain © 


the sympathy of the hon. member for 
Lambton and the hon. and learned mem- 
ber for West Durham. 


arguments on the ground that the people 


of this country are in a backward, retro-) — 


gressive state. He was one of those who 
always tried to make the people discon- 
tented with their position. He (Sir Fran- 
cis) had been taunted with having been 
long absent from the country, but this 
absence had given him ‘a better opportun- 
ity than others of seeing the gigantic strides 
made in the last fourteen years. He had 
had an opportunity on his return, when 
he had little thought of being connected 
with the Government, of travelling through 
the Province of Ontario, and he could not 
help being struck with the prosperity 
and general content with the institutions 
of the country that there prevailed. Ifthe 


case was as the hon. gentleman had repre- 


sented it, if we had to deal with this 
question, with the certainty that it would 
be impossible to secure the prosperity of 
the country, without abandoning our con- 
nection with the great nation, with which’ 


‘it is our pride to be connected, it would be 


a most deplorable state of affairs, and he 
(Sir Francis) would rise with a great deal 
of reluctance to discuss the “question. 
The hon. gentleman’s speech was quite — 


consistent with the course he had adyo- | 

cated, of endeavouring to persuade this __ 
country to adopt a policy which he must ci ea 
know would be fatal to our connection = 


with Great et ees _ The pone 


The honourable | 
member for Shefford had based most of his | 


ay 1G 
4 et 
“ pnd ; 
or Oe 


ra | 
9 


' #etudied the matter, he must be aware of 
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| ed by the hon. gentleman, would be ex- 


' tleman wanted us 
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to erect what he 
had himself designated as ‘‘A Chinese 
Wall” to exclude British manufactures, 
while at the same time admitting fibe 
the manufactures of a rival nation. 
Any one who had considered the matter, 
must know that this was utterly impossi- 
ble, while maintaining our present con- 
ection with Great Britain.. In our pre- 
sent position, it was necessary that the 
principal revenue ot the country should 
duties, but 
the adoption of the policy recommend- 


tremely oppressive and burdensome to 
the people. / If the hon. gentleman had 

L 
the enormous duties which are established 
in that country in comparison to ours. He 
(Sir Francis) had hastily compared the two 
tariffs, and had found that on the three ar- 


ticles” of woollens, cottons, and iron and 


steel; articles on which large revenues are 
derived i in this country,’ the difference be- 
tween our tariffand the American was well 
on to eight millions of dollarsin our favour. 


| Taking last year’s returns he found that 


tariff, which averages about 
twelve per cent., ad valorem, we receive 
eight millions and odd dollars ; whereas 
under the United States tariff, averaging 
about forty-five per cent., we should have 


under our 


_ to pay about thirty millions of dollars. 


\ We were ma _ very unfavourable position 


j 


\for trying experiments of this kind. Un 
Ss our revenue tariff, only such manufac- 
‘tures as were suited to the country 
could be profitably carried on, and on the 
other hand manufactures in the United 
‘States had been fostered by a protective 
system, which the member for Shefford 


| had justly described as burdensome to the 


a, 


Es 


eople. Under this state of things the 
result of the hon gentleman’s policy would 
be, that the United States would send in 
their manufactures, and for years and 
years, our manufactur es would be crippled 
__-and our people subject to the burdens 


“now pressing on the people of the United 


States. The hon. gentleman tvas inconsis- 
tent with himself; at one time he stated 
there was a strong feeling in favour of 
we trade,at the next breath he wanted us 

adopt the most protective policy possi- 
ble, by shutting out from our, people 


- manufactures and products of all other 


8 of 


countries than the United States. He did 
not intend to follow the remarks 
of the hon. gentleman in_ regard 


to negotiations with the United States ; 

but with regard to Mr. Rose’s mission to 
Washington, he could only say most dis- 
tinctly, “that that gentleman had been 
totally misinformed as to the scope of the 
memorandum presented by Mr. Rose. 

Fd sor Mr. 


PON asked, if they were 
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to understand that there was no docu- 
ment signed by Messrs. Rose and Fish, on 
the basis mentioned by the member for 
Shefford, including manufactures of both 
countries, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, most 
distinctly, the hon. gentleman had been to- 
tally misinformed. All communications 
that passed between Messrs Thornton, 
Rose and Fish, were of a strictly contiden. 
tial character, but not because it was so 
desired by the Government of this coun- 
try. He was surprised to hear the hon. 
gentleman say, that there was any neces- 
sity for pressing our views upon the Amer- 
can Government. The American Goyern- 
ment understood our views perfectly. In 
1854 he wasat Washington when Lord Elgin 
negotiated the reciprocity treaty, and had 
previously paid several visits to Washington 
on that subject. He believed the question 
was perfectly understood then, and that 
to-day the American Government, and a 
large number of their people were satis- 
ed, that it would be desirable to have 
the freest commercial intercourse with 
this country, in these products which were 
natural to both. It was generally be- 
heved that the withdrawal of reciprocity 
was not so much dissatisfaction at the re- 
sults of Free Trade, but dissatisfaction 
with, perhaps, Canada, at all events, with 
England, in reference to the course which 
was taken during the war. After the 
failure of the first negotiation to renew 
reciprocity, it was wisely determined by 
the Canadian Government, to take no 
steps to induce the United ‘States to adopt 
any other tariff than what they them- 
selves desired. Nothing could be more 
humiliating to this country, than for this 
Government, after what had taken place, 
to go as humble suitors to Washington to 
ask for reciprocal trade. The fact of the 


Union. 


‘matter was, that it was perfectly well 


known at Washington and by the Ame1ican 
people generally, that the people of this 
country were most anxious for the freest 
commercial intercourse with the United 
States, and it was our duty to consider 
every proposition made to us, and 
endeayour to bring about the best ar- 
rangement possible. But it was import- 
ant to remember the different systems 
of Government here and in the United 
States. There never was a time when the 
Government of this country was not pre- 
pared to negotiate a liberal commercial 
treaty; but in the United States, the Pre- 
sident and Secretary of State had no power 
whatever with regard to this question. It - 
was the Committee of Ways and Means 
which was said to be very much controlled 
by the various interests which claimed to 
be protected. The result was that the 
members of the Executive in the aes 
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in ¥ Wiser 
| & States’ were wr iting Free Trade reports, pyvich haa heen’ iialddlbd tthe tose 
set e had not heard that our neighbours had 
£ a Sg ~y System was kept up. These circumstances | complained of our’putting on such duties 


as we saw fit. Animals had been admitted nee : 


-vendered it difficult to adopt any pro- 
duty free, and other articles, such as but- 


. ceedings ‘in the matter. The truth was, 


the Americans were anxious to get from 
‘us every concession possible and to give 
us nothing in return (hear, hear); and 
though there was a considerable party in 
the United States in favour of free trade 
with us, it was difficult to get the majority 
to unite uponit. These things being so, he 
did not feel justified in speaking encourag- 
ingly ofarenewal of reciprocity. If they were 
simply dealing with the Government they 
would know in a short time what to expect. 
The hon. gentleman then went on to re- 
fer to the remarks of the member for 
Shefford respecting the mission of the Com- 
missioners to the West Indies and British 
Guiana. At that time he was Governor of 
British Guiana, and tookpart in the work 
of thes Commission. It was at that time 
clearly understood by them that it would 
be entirely contrary to the Imperial policy 
and also the policy of the Government 
of British Guiana to adopt anything lke 
differential duties; nor would the Legis- 
lature of Canada ever have consented to 
allow sugar,rum, molasses and other articles 
from Guiana in free of duty, and to charge 
duty upon such articles from other 
countries. He would take this op- 
portunity of protesting against the 
expression which the hon. gen- 
tleman had used, namely, ‘retaliatory 
policy.” The desire of the Government of 
this country was to be on the most friendly 


hs “while at the same time the protective 
4 
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terms with the people of the United’ 


States (hear hear). Both countries were 


- free to put on what duties they thought fit. 


We had waited patiently for a renewal of 
free trade, and now if we should think fit 

_ to impose revenue duties he would like to 
know what right any one had to style such 
duties retaliatory (hear, hear). 

It being now six o'clock, at the sug- 
gestion of Sir John A. Macdonald, it was 
agreed to continue the debate after re- 

Weess. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS resumed 
the debate by reiterating his objection to 
the use of the term ‘retaliatory policy”’ 
by the hon. member for Shefford. He did 
not think anything could be more injuri- 
ous than for hon. members to assume that 
there was for one moment a desire to 
adopt anything that could be termed reta- 
liatory policy. In point of fact, if the 

hon. gentleman had paid any attention to 
the subject, he would know that since the 


_ termination of reciprocity, Parliament had 
Pains duties upon a number of articles | 


ction. Str Francis HTineks. 


ter, cheese, lard, tallow, flour, and fish, 
which now had duties imposed upon them, 
except flour, however, which had been sub- 
jected to duty since the termination of the 
treaty. The honourable gentleman did 
not charge the United States with acting 
ina retaliatory spirit towards us, though 
they have placed what duties they pleased 
upon articles imported from this country. 
He has warned us that we dare not exer- 
cise our judgment in putting such duties 
as we see fit upon articles imported from 
the United States to this country, and 
that we might expect the American Gov- 
ernment to abolish the bonding system 
(laughter). We all knew how persons, in 
times of trouble and excitement, have stim- 


ulated mobs to destroy property, by saying - 


‘“ Don’t touch those windows, don’t touch 
those fine pictures’’ (hear, hear, and 
laughter), and here is the hon. member 
for Shefford coming forward in this House 
and telling the American Government how 
to punish the Canadian Parliament if they 


dared (hear, hear) to exercise their judg-_ 


ment in putting on duties. He thought 
the hon. member showed very little sense 
in talking in that strain. What would 
be thought of a proposition to stop 


‘the. Welland Canal and shut up the. 


whole trade of the West, and not allow 


American vessels to pass through our | 


canals. One proposition would not be 
more absurd than theother. If legislation 
was to be conducted between two Govern- 
ments in. that kind of spirit they would » 
merely be injuring one another. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON disclaimed sony 
intention of inviting the American Gov- 


ernment to pursue any hostile course as — 


imputed by the Hon. Finance Minister. 
The Hon. Finance Minister had evidently 
thrown his shield around the new policy. 
Hie (Hon. Mr. Huntington) had quoted 
the remarks of the. hon. member for 
Cumberland where he said that his was a 
defiant policy. 


Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said since Mr. 


‘speaker had left the chair before the recess _ 


he had a newspaper placed in his hands, 
which would show the difference between 
the two systems of Government. He 


then read the following from an article in | 


the New York Nation on the funding sys- 
tem. ‘Hach member of Congress, for in- 
ete mee, no matter what the nature eh his 


as haa entitled to regulate the adminis 
tration of he, finances as Mr. Bout Re 


By 


4 
bins 


’ 


Se 
ek 


ga a ite 


i + Secretary of the ‘Treasury. 
‘result is nevertheless chaos. With ten or 
twelve totally distinct inconsistent, and 
often mutually repugnant plans for lighten- 
te ing the public burdens and discharging the 
national obligations constantly before the 
country, each advocated by aman of pro- 


Y minence, sure, that he is right and 
- all others are wrong. The concentration 
of public opinion on any one is impossible. 


The one whose special duty it is to look after 
oe Finances disappears from view and his 
policy disappears with him, and the place 
he ought to fill is held one week by Brown, 
celebrated for his devotion to the coloured 

man, nextweek by Smith, famed for his 

t labours in the cause of temperance, and 
_ the next by Baker, endowed for having 
-' cowed the Baltimore rowdies, not one of 
the three having probably bestowed a 
_ thought upon funding till the meeting 
of Congress. If we were to go to any 
any business man in this city and sug- 


| gest to him that this would be a good. 


‘way of managing the affairs of a great 
railroad or mine whose reccipts, amount- 
~~ ed to about $400,000,000, and its expen- 
_ ditures to about as much, he would 
be highly amused, and would be still more 
amused if he asked him to take stock in it. 
We are not ardent admirers of Mr. Bout- 
well, but we do hold that as long as he fills 


‘the place of Secretary of the Trea- 
A . . 
. sury his scheme, whatever, it | may 
. be, is entitled to the exclusive 


attention of the country; his say ought to 
have more weight than anybody’s say, and 

on it, and it only, judgment should be 
passed; orif Congress will not support 
him, and does not like his plans, it ought 

hs to select somebody amongst its own mem- 
bers in whom it has confidence, and follow 
his lead.” Such is a faithful description 

of the American system of Govern- 
ment He (Sir Francis) wanted to show 

' that in England and in this country where 
monarchical institutions prevail if the policy 

_of the Government could not command 
the support of the Parliament, it must 
retire from the responsibility of adminis- 

_ tering the Government of the country; 
‘0 and it was this system of Government 
which he thought most conducive to the 
welfare of the country (hear, hear). And 

he would infinitely rather see the hon. 
"gentlemen opposite, from whom he had 
no doubt a very efficient admininistration 
could be formed, conducting the Govern- 
-ment of the country in which he would, as 

a member ofthe opposition, give them 


Sell, 
we 


0, 


a at 
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have a Committ 

of Ways and Means, where each oe 
was advocating his own policy, though 
no man could tell what that policy 
was. ‘The hon. member had referred to the 
Timus newspaper. He (Sir Francis) recollect- 
ed the article referred to, and thought it 
was avery imprudent article, to say the 
least, and very incautiously and hastily 
written. It was one of those articles advo- 
cating a particular line of colonial policy, 
and the writer was particularly anxious to 
show that England did not wish to inter- 
fere in any way with the colonies ; to shew 
that England allowed the colonies to be 
perfectly free, to do exactly as they liked, 
and the writer had gonea great deal further 


than, on calm reflection, he would be in- , 
clined to go; because it must be perfectly - 
apparent to every hon. member of this | 
House that it isnot possible for this country 
to continue in connection with Great Bri- 
tain, if we put on protective duties against — 
her manufactures, and admit those of a 
foreign country on more favourable terms © 


than we do hers. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, to avoid © 


misapprehension, he would repeat with 
regard to the negotiations, which, he un- 
derstood, had occurred between the Goy- 


| ernments of Canada and the United States 


in regard to the preliminary proposition to 
establish a new Reciprocity Treaty, that he 
had received information that manufac- 
tures of each country were to be included. 
The Hon. Finance Minister had denied the 
general purport of that statement; but 
had not given a specific denial, and he 
(Mr. Huntington) was confident that the 
Hon. Finance Minister could not make 
such a denial, for he had received infor- 
mation from such a source, that he did 
not think such a denial of the broad fact 
could be made, though he did not say this 
in an offensive sense. 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he thought the hon. gentleman was carry- 
ing this matter beyond parliamentary 
propriety. The Hon. Finance Minister 
had informed the House that communi- 
cations were altogether of an unofficial 
and confidential character, and this had 
been said last week, andthe hon. gentle- 
man in reiterating his statement, was dis- 
courteous, though he had disavowed such 
an intention. The Hon. Minister. of Fi- 
nance would be guilty of a breach of hon- 
our and dereliction of duty as minister, 
as statesman, and as a man, if he revealed 
confidential communications, unless he 
had the consent of those who were parties 
toit. But he had gone to the very verge 
so as to say that the whole scope of the 
negotiations had been misunderstood and 


roa s me 
ae misrepresented by ei hon. “member for 
Shefford. 


he had expressed in the “House, had con- 
fined himself to agitating in the country 
for better trade relations, he might have 
had more sympathy with and confidence 
— in him. But important as he believed 
a proper trade relations to be between this 
ss eountry and the United States, there were 
- some things he held dearer than trade re- 
lations, and he hoped he never would see 
ne the time come when, for the sake of these, 
_-—s they would be prepared to barter their po- 
» sition, their rights, and their institutions 
mf for those of the United States. He (Mr. 
Huntington) might have agitated the coun- 
cus oc try for the establishment of proper legis- 
Hat lation between the two countries, and 
= might have maintained that the Govern- 
ment had not acted as they ought to have 
done in securing these, and in ascertaining 
the true position on such subjects, which 
the country and Government occupied to 
Great Britain. But when he found, as he 
did find, that the member for Shefford was 
agitating for radical changes, and that this 
x motion was apparently but a ‘mere stepping 
stone to secure them, he could not support 
_-| him. The House felt possibly that: the Gov- 
ernment had not gone far enough in attain- 
| ing an object so important as that of the 
' removal of the restrictions on trade. He 
would ask the House and the country what 

brs they ought to feel as Canadians in 
ier. 7s auch circamstanees, and what was the 
tae policy that should be adopted which 
--_-- would be best for all. They would admit, 
aap as he did, that it was desirable that 
friendly relations should subsist between 
‘them and the United States, but that 
they should not be in a state of subser- 
--— * yience to them. It was for the interests 
- — of both nations that the two Governments 
5 should exist side by side with each other 
-and while he would be sorry to see the 
United States Government broken up, he 
ty would be still more sorry to see Canada 
merged in, or in any way made subject to 
them. It was for the interests of man- 

| - kind that both should exist on this con- 
ry tinent, it was for the interests of true 
liberty that there should be different forms 
“ of Government, and that the sacred right 
of asylum should be preserved. It was 
only in maintaining and keeping up these 
~ two Governments that such a right could 
i be retained (hear, hear). Was he to 
ee suppose that with independence or what- 
- .- ever they chose to call it, that this con- 
__ tinent, under one Republic was to escape 
sh the evils from which the member for 
py _ Shefford and his friends thought by his 


at Moe 


ss propositions they would escape. If they 
atin, were under one Great Republic, did he 
pie = Mr. Pope, 
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9 ‘Mr. POPE said if the agentes for Shef- 
ford, previous to uttering the sentiments 


'could be sent to Boston, whence it was ay: 


| suppose es wer 


or disturbances. pity there n 
interests. leading to struggles and 
sensions much more likely to arise if 

Canada, as a distinct nation ceased aoe ; 
exist. He deprecated any excitement 

likely to lead to such a result; he 
deprecated the agitation raised by his” eS: 
honourable friend, because it was like- 

ly to do away with the just influence 
Canada ought to possess and to loosen the 
bond of sympathy which existed between 
her and the Mother Country. Scarcely 
had the sound of the words of the debate 
which had been heard in the House on 
the subject ot Confederation died away, 
than new changes were proposed. What — 
would be thought of the trifling and 
changeable disposition which this would = 


show, if the project of Confederation, 
which was to consolidate the interest ot ‘a 
the Provinces, was to give way sosoonto. 
some other scheme, and that they should 4 


proceed to make Mexicans: of themselves “4 
by changing from one form of Government oe 
to another before anything was settled 
firmly. Heshould be sorry to put him- 
self in that position, but he desired to 
come toa clear understanding with the 
Mother Country about trade relations; 
ascertain what they were likely to be, ard 
if after all had been done it was found — 
impossible to exist as part of the Empire, 
it would then be time to look for other 
modes of relief. He knew that the po- | 
sition now occupied by Canada was as good 
as any that could be occupied. Referring 
to the lumbering interest, his hon. friend = 
said that their country sent $7,000,000 
worth to the United States, theconsump- 
tion then being $50,000, 000. Neer 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON repeated, that 
whit he said was that $54,000,000 worth 
was what was brought to the United 
States’ market, of which $7,000,000 was 
from the gentleman for whom he spoke. 


Mr. POPE said that might be very true, 
but he surely did not mean to say that that 
quantity was consumed in the United 
States. Were they not merely brokers o 
disposing of Canadian goods in foreign | 
markets, and the people should under- 
stand that they were not dependent on the 
United States in this respect. If lumber 


~ 
va! 


shipped abroad, surely it could be sent by | 
the St. Lawrence to the South American 
and other foreign markets where it could 
compete with the American shippers. He 
knew that sucha trade had grown up suc- 
cessfully last year. There were large mar- — 
kets, yet to be supplied in South America, 
the West Indies and Cuba, which could 
consume the whole $7, 000, 000. Even if. — 
the bonded system were abrogated they a 
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a true to themselves. There was one 
thing the Local Government ef Ontario 
should take a note of. It was stated that 
the lumberers left fifty per cent of the tim- 
ber in the woods which they did not take 
out. IZfso, it was because they were mak. 
* such enormous profits out of the rest, 
- {laughter.) As a practical lumberman he 
gould say, that such a thmg should not be 
practised, and it was high time the Ontario 
Government were putting a stop to this 


practice, as the country should not be] 


- cheated out of what it should receive the 
- benefit of. His hon. friend said the peo- 
_ ple were all leaving the country. Were 
they not leaving Maine? He had come 
¥ up the other day with a car full of Yan- 
_ kees, all going West, although enjoying 
the free trade so much coveted by his hon. 
friend. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked were they com- 
ing to Canada ? 

Mr. POPE said these very gentlemen 
whom his friend represented had come to 
Canada from the glorious country from the 

_ other side of the line, and he. knew that 
they had made fortunes by their energy. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—And 
___ they never go back (laughter). 

Mr. POPE said that, like his hon. friend, 
he was descended of an American. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, he (Mr. 
Pope) might speak for himself. 
Mr. POPE was sorry he could not say 
much regarding the member for Shefford’s 
progenitors. But he (Mr. Pope) had been 
' born in Canada, he had lived there all his 
: life, had lived under the flag under which 
all enjoyed true fredom, and could live and 
thrive as weli as under the Stars and 
Stripes, and he trusted that as he had 
- lived so he might die, a British subject 
_ (cheers). 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—That’s 
the Eastern Townships (laughter). 
Hon. Mr. DORION—I had hoped, Mr. 
Speaker, that the resolutions and _ the 
remarks of my hon. friend, the mem- 
ber for Shefford, would have the ef.- 
fect of obtaining from the Government 
full information as to what had al- 
ready been done, and what the Min- 
istry intended to do, about that all- 
-- important question, reciprocity of trade 
with our neighbours. I thought that when 

-. the Hon. Finance Minister rose immedi- 
ately after the member for Shefford, it 

was to avail himself of the opportunity of 
indicating what steps he and his colleagues 
had adopted, or were about to adopt, with 
_ aview to secure the advantages of what 
he characterized as being of so great im- 


oO 


i prosper; he did not, advocate 
the abrogation, but they could live if only 
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portance’ to the 


or aes wad 2. aA! 
i > country. I 
fore, greatly disappointed when, after 
listening attentively to the speech of the 
Hon. Finance Minister, I found that the 
member for Shefford had failed to elicit 
the slightest indication of their past and 
present policy, and that we could not 
even obtain a statement of what were the 
preliminary propositions which were made 


by the Government here to that of the — 


United States. My hon. friend, the mem- 
ber for Shetiord, had been specific enough 
when he asserted that he had seen the 
copy of a document, signed by both Mr. 
Rose and Mr. Fish, purporting to contain 
these preliminary propositions. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—He 
never said that. 

Hon. Mr. DORION—I understood him 
to say so—not that he had seen the 
original, but what purported to be a 
copy of @ proposition to serve as the 
basis of a treaty including reciprocity in 
the manufactures of both countries. 

Hon. Myr. 
friend appears to be in error. 
state the case to the House precisely as 
he puts it, but I said that I had received 
information of the existence of such a 
document from a souree upon which I 
place the most implicit confidence. I did 
not state that I had seen the document. 
It would not have been proper for me to 
do so ; but so absolutely was I convinced 
of the nature of its contents—and which 


| the Hon. Finance Minister has not de- 


nied—that I felt, and still feel, perfectly 
authorized in making the statement I did. 

Hon. Mr. DORION—Well, it appears 
that the only mistake I made was in sup- 


posing that he had personally seen the . 


document. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—He 
never said he saw it. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—Bring down 
the document. You have got it (hear, 
hear). 


Hon. Mr. DORION—The House must 
see the evident desire of the Hon. Minis- 
ters to give as little information on the 
subject as is possible. That being the 
case, I believe it is the duty of the 
House to take this matter into 1ts imme- 
diate consideration, with a view to discuss 
what can be done to improve our commer- 
cial relations. Since the beginning of the 
session we have only heard of one policy 


which seemed to have the sanction of the 
Government, and that was, that it was de- , 


sirable to adopt a retaliatory policy, or as 
the hon. member for Cumberland calls it, a 
national policy. But now the Hon, Fi- 
nance Minister blames the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke for even alluding to such a 


WUNTINGTON—My hon. 
I did not 


Ae etal nae 09 
was, there; 
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~ poliey. ‘As to eae. bite the Finance 
Minister condescends to tell us of his efforts 


| me and the number of trips he made to Wash- 


ington in 1853 and 1854, to secure the 
ate reciprocity treaty, he "tells us that it 
would now be undignified for us to do so 
“ now. J do not think, sir, that it would be 

improper for us to press this matter be- 


fore the American Government, and I be- 


lieve the advantages of reciprocity of trade 
would be such as to warrant us in making 
greater exertions than have been made to 
obtain it. The Hon. Finance Minister had 
seen fit to indulge in a little clap-trap 
argument about the independent ten- 
_. dencies of the hon. member for Shefford. 
When we are discussing a question in which 
every man in the country has a deep in- 
terest, and with which the future welfare of 
the country is bound up, it would have 
been better to have left out of the discus- 
sion such mere personal allusions which can 
in no way affect the merits of my hon. 
friend’s propositions. The Hon. Finance 
Minister points out the great progress the 
country has made during the fourteen 
years that he was absent, ‘but he seems to 
forget that during eleven of those fourteen 
years we had the reciprocity treaty, and 
that the progress he has noticed was 
- mainly due to the benefits of free com- 
mercial intercourse with our neighbours, 
' as regards the principal productions of Ca- 
nada, (hear, hear.) 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER.—It is since 
the abrogation of the treaty that we have 
made most progress. 


-» Hon. Mr. DORION.—It is since the abro- 
gafion of the treaty that the people of the 
cfuntry are leaving to go £0 the United 

tates and that there are signs of decay in 
_ almost every manufacturing and industrial 
_ interest. Can any one shut his eyes to the 
fact that our ane ‘t trade to the United 
States is greater than to any other country, 
and situated as we are, having but one 
market for our productions, vhich market 
we cannot control, the result must be a 


“uk . departure from the ordinary rule that the 


consumer pays the duty, but that in fact 
in our case it is the producer who pays 
” we almost the whole of the duties collected 
on the other side of the line on our ex- 
ports, Taking the article of lumber alone, 
the Hon. member for Shefford had rightly 
stated that our exports to the United 
States exceeded seven millions of dollars. 
‘There were also the coarse grain of Lower 
_ Canada, and several other leading articles, 
‘such as ’ barley, oats, wool, cattle and hops, 
the whole, including lumber, amounted to 
about $14,000,000, on which an average 
_ duty of twenty to twenty-five per cent. 
was paid, making a sum of about $3,000,- 
000 that our traders and agriculturists paid 


Hon. Mr. Dorion. 


bie le to ties Haen e sury. 
hon. friend on my left intone aie vhi 
I have left out for the simple reason that I _ 
understand that the fish trade of the 
Lower Proyinces has been almost annhi- 
lated since the repeal of the reciprocity — 
treaty. It has been stated that the on 
member for Shefford wants to intro- 
duce here the whole tariff of the Uni- 
ted States, and that applying that 
tariff to our importations would lay an ad- 
ditional burthen on the people of this 
country to the extent of $30,000,000. _ 
There is no doubt exaggeration in these 
figures, and even if they were correct, the 
resolutions of my hon. friend the member 
for Shefford contain no such proposition. _ an 
He neither demands the application of the~ 
American tariff, nor that of the Spanish, 
or British West India possessions, but — 
simply to extend our trade relations with © 
those countries on a reciprocal footing ; 
and secondly to obtain from England the 
power to treat directly, make such ar- 
rangements as may be, to our cdaceaeil 
subject to the approval of Her Majesty. — 
The Hon. Finance Minister made two very | 
important admissions as bearing on these * 
resolutions ; the first was that everybody 
desired freer commercial intercourse with 
the United States, and the second, that our 
great obstacle in getting this free trade 
arose from the Alabama difficulties. Now, . 
I say thatif the complications existing be- - 
tween the United States and England, on 
the subject of the Alabama or any other ~~ 
claims, 1s an obstacle to our obtaining reci-- 
procity of trade withthe United States, oa 
is the strongest argument in favour of our 
demanding and obtaining the necessary 7 ¥ 
authority fo trext dit ‘ectly “with the United 
States, irrespective of these complications © 
and difficulties arising out of the late war. > — 
We could then disconnect this question 
from all such complications, and discuss. 
the question of our trade relations upon 
its own merits, and the respective benefits 
which would accrue to both countries, and 

no doubt we would have a fair hearing. I 
have, however, no faith in the mystery | 
with which the Finance Minister wishes to 
surround this question, in the hope that — 
we may deceive the American people. 


alee Pa: 


They understand their own interests, and 


I believe in open dealing with them. Let 
them know that we have a large and lib- — 
eral policy on the subject of trade with 
them, that we are disposed to enlarge our 
canals and give them the free useof them, 
so that every bushel of your wheat and 
every barrel of flour would be made more _ 
valuable because it can be sent to the 
markets of the Old World at a cheaper _ hi 
rate through our waters; and not only — 

that, but we are prepared to construct a 
canal connecting the Bay of me vith 


. mountable. 
' lutions now before the House there should 
- be no misunderstanding. 
_ freer commercial intercourse 
_ the 
_tinent. They do not say, either in words 


- agitate the question of a Zollverein ? 


give up nothing? 


Customs’ 


the Gulf of St. Lawrence, so that a readier 
-aeccess could be had to the New England 


ports; tell them this openly and authori- 


_tatively, and I believe we would enlist 
“such an interest in our commerce among 
‘the whole of the Western and the Eastern 


| population of the United States as would 


compel their public men to give us what 
“we desire, and let us not be told that there 
are difficulties in the way which are insur- 
As to the object of the reso- 


It is to open up 
between 
several countries on this con- 
or in meaning, that we should discrimi- 
nate against Great Britain. They do not 
say that we should adopt the American 
tariff, or the Canadian tariff; but that we 
are willing to discuss the whole question 
of trade relations with our neighbours— 
‘the use of our canals, our coasting trade, 
the Patent Laws, and the registration of 
yessels from one country to the other, up- 
on fair and just terms. ‘What was the 
course pursued when Prussia began to 
Was 
it that there should be no duties whatever, 
that Prussia was to get everything and 
No; the first thing 
cone was to lay down the principle that 
_whatever changes should be effected they 
should be for the benefit of all the States 
interested. The result was, that while the 
Zoliverein began in 1828 with only two 


small Duchies, it now includes nearly all 


the German States; and it is admitted by 
all the writers on the subject, English, 
French and German, that no more bene- 
ficial arrangement could be devised than 
the one now in operation in the German 
States. No doubt several of the States 
have been obliged to give up some of their 
views upon commercial policy; some have 
been under the necessity of lowering their 
duties; others of raising theirs. It has 
been by mutual compromise that they 
have succeeded in carrying out a system 
which all who are acquainted with its oper- 
ation pronounced to be the most beneficial 
to the whole country of all the schemes 
that have ever been devised. But this 
system was not based upon absolute free 
trade principles. It began by’ the adop- 


' tion of a duty of 10 per cent. on all goods, 


with a few exceptions, some in the.direc- 
tion of free trade, others in the direction 
of protection, with a uniform system of 
transit from one State to another, that 
there should be no discriminating changes 
upon the canals and river navigation. And 
in order to secure the unanimous consent 
of the States, some of them were allowed 
to have special duties for themselves on 
certain articles. But, upon the whole, the 
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system is reciprocal and almost uniform. 
Now, Sir, what has been the result of the 
adoption of such a policy? McGregor, in 
his ‘Commercial Statistics’ for 1847, 
says: ‘The general extension of intercourse 
established between these numerous 
States and the political as well as fiscal 
considerations which this league involves 
constitute, by uniting and mixing together 
the German nations, the greatest bless- 
ings ever, extended by their respective 
Governments to their subjects.” It is 
said, if we adopt the American tariff, we 
would increase the duties on our imports 
to the amount of thirty million dollars a 
year. But these resolutions do not imply 
that the American tariff should be adopt- 
ed. Nothing of the kind. I have no 
doubt that we might adopt the American 
tariff with regard to whiskey, cigars, 
wines, and many similar articles of luxury, 
without imposing a very heavy burden on 
this country, or retarding its prosperity 
and advancement. With regard to other 
articles, on the contrary, the adoption of 
the American tariff would be injurious, 
We nowsee that the Americans are dis- 
posed to lower their tariff. The people of 
the United States are as averse to paying 
high duties, as the people of any other 
country. It was the necessity created by 
the war that forced them to impose such - 
high duties. The propositions now before 
Congress indicate that they are willing to 
reduce their tariff; and therefore now was 
the proper time to enter into negotiations 
to see what are the terms on which they 
would agree to reciprocal trade. The Govern- 
ment appears to have a great dislike to say 
that they have made a proposition in fa- 
vour of free exchange, not only in natural 
products, but also in manufactures. Well, 
Sir, Ihave no hesitation in saying, that 
free trade with the United States in manu- 
factures would be -the very thing that 
would build up this country [hear, hear]. 
It would keep our population at home; 
would bring American capital here, and 
would foster every industry in this coun- 
try. Ibelieve nearly all our manufacturers 
desire the market of the United States, 
They don’t care about protection, provid- 
ed they have a market. But under the 
existing state of affairs, our manufactures 
are languishing. We see by the papers 
that factories here and there all over the 
country are offered for sale, because tae 
busivess is unprofitable; and yet some 
hon. gentlemen tell us that we are very 
prosperous. I say there is no greater 
fallacy than to say that manufacturers cam 
be prosperous without a market. It is not 
a question. of high duties or low duties, 
but of providing a market for our manu- 
factured goods. If, as has been stated, the 
Alabama claims stand in the way of our eb- 


Union. 
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we 488 Customs 
taining from the United States what the 
interests of this country require, this is 
the strong reason why we should ask for 
power to deal directly with foreign coun- 
tries, untrammelled by complications with 
which this country has nothing todo. I 
‘do not, therefore, see why the Govern- 
ment should oppose the proposition of the 
-~member for Shefford. . If hon. gentlemen 
say that we must be entirely dependent 
upon the interests of England, that cur 
trade relations are to be restricted 
by the complications that may arise be- 
tween England and the United States or 
any other “foreign country, then I say they 
are putting in the mouths of those who are 
_ seeking for independence, the strongest 
: argument that has ever been urged in its 
favour, (hear. hear.) If you tell them that 
we are so intimatély bound to England 
that we cannot do what will be for the 
best interest of this country, you give them 
the very best evidence that they are right 
in seeking the separation of this country 

from England. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCi 

that? 


Hon. Mr. DORION—I think the hon. 
gentleman himself said that the Alabama 
question was the greatest obstacle in the 

z way of our securing reciprocal trade. 


Hon. Sir. GEORGE KE. CARTIER—It was 
the member for Shefford who said that. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—The Hon. 
Finance Minister took up that argument. 


Hon. Mr. DORION—I speak under cor- 
rection, but it appears to me I heard the 
Finance Minister say, in his earnest 
way, that undoubtedly the Alabama 
question was one of the greatest difficulties 
in the way of obtaining reciprocity between 
this country and the United States,and if 
I am not mistaken I heard the hon. gen- 
tlemen on the Treasury Benches, cheer that 
‘At all eventsI for one think 

it isone of the difficulties in the way, and 
-. one of the principal reasons which induced 
the American people to withdraw the Reci- 
procity Treaty. I believe there need be no 
difficulty in this matter. England has al- 
' ready shown a disposition to give us abso- 
iute control.over our internal affairs. If 
we went to England with a respectful re- 
presentation and asked the power to ar- 
range commercial relations with other 
countries, there is no doubt the British 
Government would cheerfully comply w.th 
our request. English statesmen cannot 
_be supposed to understand the commer- 
cial wants of this country as well as we do 
ourselves, and a Commercial ‘Treaty made 
for us by England with foreign countries 
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statement. 


Hon. Mr. Dorion. 
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would never be so satisfactory or so _bene- | to the Georgian Bay, and we shall excitea 
ficial to us as if it had been made directly | feeling in the Unit-d States to which their 
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with ourselves. This view is justified we 
the case of the late Reciprocity Treaty. 
That treaty never could have been secu 
ed had not Lord Elgin and our a 
Finance Minister gone themselves to Wash- ~ 
ington, and assisted the British Ambassa-~ 
dor in its negotiation and what we want 
now is to have the power to send represen- | 
tatives to foreign countries to discuss the 1 ; 
whole question there, and come back and © 
tell us “this is what we can obtain — 
from the American Government, or the 
Spanish Government, or the Brazillian Gov- 
ernment, and upon their report we could. 
make the preliminary arrangement witha s 
these countries, subject to the sanction of 
England. Is there anything more reas- 
onable than that proposition ? more cal- 
culated to secure the end we have in view. 

It has been said that we cannot 
obtain’ what we are asking for / 
without imposing discriminating duties. 
This is not a necessary consequence of the 
proposition now before the House. The 
only thing asked is that reciprocal trade 

be established and not that the products of 
each country should be admitted free in  ‘' 
the other. In speaking on this question, 

I feel, perhaps, a more deep interest thah 
members from other parts of the country, 
because I know that a large number 

of our people have left the Province of pe 
Quebec within the last two yéars and are 
daily transferrmg their homes to the 
United States. These people are not leaving 
their country because they have not liberty 
enough or because they do not enjoy here 
all the civil and political rights they wish 
for [hear, hear], they are leaving to im- 
prove their material condition and pros- 
perity. It is asserted there are now be- 
tween five and six hundred thousand 
French Canadians in the United States, 
mostof whom would like to come back, 
if they found here the same advantéges as 
they meet with in the United States to 
support themselves and their families. If 
we had reciprocity, not only in the natural 
products, but also in manufactured articles, 
emigration would not only cease but a large 
portion of those who have already left us _ 
would come back, and. our agricul- 
tural and manufacturing interests would _ 
prosper. Holding these views, I think ‘ 
the true policy . of the country is ; 
indicated by the resolutions of the hon. 
member for Shefford. Let us openly de- 

clare that we are going to improve an in- 

ternal communication, enlarge our exist- 

ing canals, build up new ones to connect 

the St. Lawrence with Lake Champlain, 

and also with the Bay of Fundy, increase 

those on the Ottawa with the ultimate ob- 
ject of opening a through communication iM 
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public men will not be long able to resist, 


and we will thereby secure that recipro- 


city of trade which we all desire. Irepeat 
here that the policy foreshadowed by these 
resolutions, would not necessarily lead to 
the adoption of discriminating duties 


against British goods, but from what I have 


seen, I have no doubt that if it were neces- 
sary in order to obtain reciprocity to im- 
pose discriminating duties on some articles 
of British manufacture, England would at 
once consent toit. Iam confirmed in this 
view by an article in the London Times, of 
last September. From the connection of 
this paper with one of the members of the 
British Government, I mean Mr. Lowe, the 
present Chancellor of the Exchequer, it is 
not likely to express, our commercial mat- 
ters at least, views at variance with those 
of the administration. The following is a 
passage of the article to which I have al- 
Iuded: — ‘A single circumstance may 
show to what extent the freedom of 
action of our colonies miy go. It is 
at this very moment a matter of discus- 


~ sion in Canada whether a treaty of Reci- 


_ Britain. 
_ the conclusion that such an arrangement 
- is for the benefit of their country, will the 


procity should not be concluded with the 
United States ; and the result of the de- 
liberations may very possibly be the ad- 
mission of the manufactures of New Eng- 


_land into the Dominion, under lighter du- 


than the manufactures of Great 
If the Canadian Ministry come to 


ties 


- Colonial Office advise the Crown to disal- 


- low the negotiations ? 


Assuredly not.”’ 


. Negotiations were at that time, I believe, 


ort 


» going on with the United States, and it 


~ appears the writer of this article thought 
that a discriminating duty against Eng- 


At all 
events we have the answer, beforehand, 


land was likely to be imposed. 


from the most important publie organ in 


England. If, therefore, it were for the 
benefit of this country that* discrimi- 
nating duties should be imposed on a few 
articles coming from England, I believe 


‘ the British Ministry would not object to it. 


Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER said he 
and every mei.ber of the House could sup- 
port the first resolution of the hon. 
member for Shefford, as it read on the 


_ notice paper, but they could not do so 


~ when they listened to the arguments and 


_ Shefford and Hochelaga had 


“and. the 
in. support of his motion. 


facts brought forward by the hon. mover 
hon. member for Hochelaga 
Since Con- 
federation there had been a great increase 
in the population, production and wealth 
of the country, and it was now necessary 
to seek other markets, in order to find a 
market for the superabundant produce of 
the country. But his hon. friends from 
said that 
the population was diminishing. The hon. 
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{| memb=>r for Shefford had said the popula- 
tion of his county had been _half-decima- 
ted. Now we know what decimation 
means, and half-decimation was the one- 
twen.i2th (laughter), and he has tried to 
make a great case out of his county losing 
five per cent. of the population. 
Hon. Mr. HONTINGTON—The hon. 
gentleman is too classical for me. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
pretend tobe classical. Hon. gentlemen 
had tried to make up a case for a sort 
of reciprocity or Zollverein in order to 
come to the rescue of population, con- 
tending we were miking less pro- 
gressi, and instead of acquiring property 
were sinking into poverty. He thought 
the hon. member ought to have re- 
flected more about the proposition before 
he placed it before the House. He denied 
that he had treated such an important 
question with levity, but had listened with 
all his powers to the remarks of the hon. 
member, though he must confess he had 
been disappointed. He thought that in 
the analysis of the mover’s motion there 
would be a definition of Customs Union, 
while there had only been an attack on the 
policy of the Government, which they 
were quite able to bear, and he had the 
consolation to know that his political friend 
knew what he was doing. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Keep the camp in 
order. 

Hon Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Yes 
keep the camp in order, because they all 
had confidence in each other and nothing 
was so conducive to this as acting from 
the heart. He had looked for facts in the 
movers speech. but had found nothing but 
abuse. He had no objection to water 
drinking, but he feared that the quantity 
the moverconsumed must have drowned 
his ideas. Heasked what had the Govern- 
ment done, he pointed to Nova Scotia. 
Wellis she not conciliated? The Red River 
difficulty will be expected next,and itfollow- 
ed. But there was nothing to answer. He had 
forgotten Newfoundland and other things. 
He (Sir George), would fill up his speech 
on that subject, and on Prince Edward 
Island. In these cases they hid no right 
to coerce, it must bea mutual agreement 
and this had not yet been accomplished. 
The member for Shefford had never refer- 
red to the Zollverein at all in his speech, 
nor had the member for Hochelaga; they 
had merely spoken of free trade and 
argued that from a protective side. 


Hon. Mr. DORIONs2id he argued that 


they wanted no protection but a market. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
well he pointed to the United States, and 
they could notexpect a Customs Uniom 
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theirs to the exclusion of all foreign goods, 
and to the shutting up of manufactures by 
the oppressive excise duties. Protection 
meant the levying of taxes on the agricul- 
turists and land owners forthe benefit of 


» afew. They argued for a policy in respect 


to discriminating duties which had never 
been admitted by Colonial or British leg- 
islation since the inauguration of the present 
policy. In 1846 intimation was received 
from the Colonial office to the effect that 
‘we should not impose any more discrimi- 


‘ ‘nating tariffs. But the mover thought free 
trade and reciprocal trade were synonymous 


‘Yeti in Manchester and Birmingham large 
meetings were denouncing free trade 
and insisting on reciprocal — trade, Mr. 


Bright pointed out the fallacy lurking under | 


| this and. showed that reciprocal trade ad- 


 -yocated was a mere conservative trap to 


bring back protection. What did the two 

gentlemen méan by talking of a retaliatory 
tariff 2 Itwas simply a reciprocal tariff 

such as they proposed to adopt, that is, if 
the Americans laid on a duty, that, accord- 

‘ing to reciprocity should be met by an 
He denied that the Goy- 
ernment were indifferent to the renewal of 
trade relations with the United States. 
Who prevented the realization of their ef: 
forts that the reciprocity treaty might not 
be repealed? Was it not the Wood Potter 
combination, and he blamed the member 
for Chateauguay that he was not at Detroit 
to advocate a proper treaty, because he 
had been unsuccessful in the contest for 
Montreal Centre. He narrated the steps 
that had been taken since, to obtain a re- 
newal of the treaty. The legislation of 
the Hfouse had given power to exempt 
all articles, formerly admitted free under 
the reciprocity treaty, by an order in 
Councilto be issued as soonas the Ameri- 
cans admitted them on the same footing. 
The legislation of Canada had been exert- 
ed in this direction invariably, and it was 
well to know that Canada was ahead of 
. America in this respect. Individually the 
_ Americans were kindly neighbours, but as 
a nation they were the most illiberal in 
- the world except the Chinese. The mem- 
* ber for Shefferd had uttered almost a 
threat that the bonding system would be 
abrogated if reciprocity did not take place. 


Hon, Mr. HUNTINGTON explained that 
he was afraid the bonding system might 
be abolished, if a retaliator y policy were 
adopted. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
‘should study the relative position of the 
two countries in respect to the freedom of 
trade. Canada admitted the Americans to 
send in their flour and grain free, and to 
the use of the canals, while the Ameri- 


Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier. 
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without collecting an equal tariff with 


cans admitted neither the one nor ‘ile 
other. By the Navigation Laws Ameri- 


cans could not make two ports of call 


here, but on every application the utmost 
liberality was observed. The bonding sys- 
tem was a decided benefit to the Ameri- 
cans, and it would be found that the lib- 
erality of Canada was not met with any 
return from the other side. A great deal 
had been said about emigrants going to the 
United States. He must contradict the 
statement of the member for Hochelaga, 
that 500,000 French Canadians had gone 
to the United States. The popula. 
tion of the New England ‘States was 
less than that of the United Provinces 
of Canada, or only 3,200,000 inhabitants. 
That calculation would make the French 
Canadians one-sixth of the whole popula- 
tion, which would be an apparent fact, if it 
were true. By referring to the census of 
the State of Vermont, there had been an 
increase of population in the last twenty 
years of only 15,000, and from statistics it 
could be proved that the whole number of 
French Canadians in the United States 
did. not »exceed 25. to .80,000... It 
was true a good many of our pegple 
went to the ‘United States, but man y of 
them came back, and not only that, but no 
less than 80,000 Americans had come to 
Ontario and Quebec, and. he did not know 
of a single one who went back to the 
United States. With reference to recipro- 
city in manufactures, the result of it would 
be, all at once to exclude British goods, 
and necessaries of life would be largely in- 
creased in price, and we would have to re- 
sort to direct taxation. 


That was a state. 


of affairs that the people of this country ’ 


would not submit to. 


tures would not, have the advantage 


Canadian manufac- > 


they now have; the price of labour would - 


be increascd, 
centre 
States. 


Considered — also, 


and manufactures would > 
in large cities of the United” 
in regard to’ 


our relations with England, such a pro-~ 


position was absurd, in spite of all the Lon- 
don Vimes might have said. He found the 
current in England acting in favour of col- 
onies, so that Earl Granville had felt him- 
self obliged to announce that there was no 
inclination on behalf of the English Gov- 
ernment to foster a policy that would 
look to the separation of the colonies. 
With reference to the hon, gentle- 
man’s second resolution he thought 
it was very vague; 
if meant to recommend Customs 
Union with these countries that would 
consent to the scheme. 
the Zollverein in Germany, and pointed 
out that the difficulty of collecting the 
tariff along so. many frontiers, was what’ 
first led to its adoption. The arrange- 


but he supposed 


‘He referred to. 


ment wassomething like that adopted in- 


yi mas bre ( - 
Upper and ae icalacis in 1791. But in 
_ our present condition we had access to the’ 
ocean from all parts of the Dominion in the 
of ‘ summer season, and after the Intercolo- 
ees nial was built the whole Dominion would 
have outlet. to the ocean, and therefore 
ax z there was not that necessity in our case for 
commercial — union wlth the United States, 
ére Was iit the case of the German 
, 4 States. Our condition and that of the 
! United States was altogether different, 
we were lightly taxed ; . they heavily taxed: 
but in order to have "Cus toms Union we 
‘would haye to raise our tariff and thereby 
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oe increase taxes upon the people. Sucha sys- 
Sa ~ tem could never be acceptable to the peo- 
Bh: ple of this country and he was 
BY surprised that the hon. gentleman 
os should have gravely proposed it. 
i & » #4. reference ‘to the third resolution. 
a q He said that Canada, would goon have a 
ee iy still lighter tariff, than even now exists, 
eee 4 ¢ ~ and it was preposterous to imagine that 
oe | & | this Parliament would commit itself to the 
E na plan proposed. In reference to the fourth 


* clause, he said that by committing our- 
4 selves. to commercial union with the Unit- 
y ed Stategs’”"the result” of the hon. 


' polatical union. There was 


: : the resolutions that he was forced to vote 
‘ , against. them. all, good and bad. 
“a Mr. MAGILE -sitid, that if previous 


spéakérs had endeavoured to inake their 
ef speeches as irksome as possible by their 
unreasonable length, his object would be 
; to occupy the attention of the House only 
a _ for so long a time as might be necessary to 
a convey his real sentiments on the subjects 
Rs under consideration. The tendency of 
J the remarksmade by the member for Shef- 
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‘of the people of this country, he endea- 
-vours to makeus believe that our popula- 
tion is fast diminishing, that trade and 


arent 
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every industry is paralyzed, and the people 
without employment. The ‘hon. gentleman 
attributes this deplorable state of affairs in 
a great measure to the absence of recipro- 
eal trade with the United States, and has 
ny introduced his resolutions, affirming the 
necessity of the establishment of ‘those 
reciprocal relations. With regard to the 
desirability of which he(the speaker)believ- 
ed that but one opinion prevailed through- 


etn Sewell 
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that the course adopted by the hon. mem- 

ber instead of hastening the consummation 
of this object could only have the effect 
_ of postponing its attainment. The strong- 
est proofs have already been given of the 
- willngness of the Gove ent and people 
of this country to re-establish reciprocal 
trade relations with the United States. 
mene: © law i is now on our Statute Books giving 
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members plan would be to commit us to a} 
so much in 
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ford was to create discontent in the minds | 


commerce are languishing, and that in fact | 


out the Dominion, but he was of opinion | 


Onion. 


the Governor in Council power, 


may feel inclined, and the fact that we ~ 
afford them almost unrestricted access to 
our markets, while theirs is almost. 
hermetically sealed to us, furnishes ‘the | 
strongest evidence of our desire in that — 
direction. It will be recollected that 
shortly after the abrogation of the Reci-” 
procity Treaty, a deputation was sent by 
the Government of this country, to Wash- 
ington, the hon. member for Sherbrooke, 
being one abthat deputation. Upon that oc. 
casion, overtures of the most liberal descrip- 
tion were made, and every concession was 
offered, so much so, that the general feel- 
ing of the country at that time, was that 
the propositions made, were of too liberal ~ 
a character. They were willing even, to 


accept legislative reciprocity, which ae nt 


terminate after the lapse ofa single ye 
Upon that occasion, and ever since, the 
American Government haye evinced no 
disposition to meet cur overtures in a 
friendly spirit, and would consent to no 
arrangements, except such as would be only 
beneficial to’ them, and injurious to us, 
Therefore, under such circumstances, 
(the speaker) considered that the resolu. 
tions proposed by the member for Shetf- | 
ford were ill-timed, and could only haye 
the effect of postponing the attainment of 
the object which he professes, and which 
we are anxious to obtain. The hon. meni- 
ber advocates the Continental system of 
trade, and thinks that, under such a 
system, there would be no difficulty in 
effecting trade arrangements with the 
United States; this would involve the 
adoption of the same tariffas that im- 
posed by the United States, and necessi- 
tate the placing of the same heavy bur- — 
dens upon our people, which now press — 
so heavily upon theirs; besides, we should 
be compelled to adopt, under that system, 
a principle still more obnoxious ; for, while 


‘ 


oe any ay 
time, to enter into fair arrangements with | 
the American Government whenever they 


hey: 


goods could be brought into this country, Bon 


free of duty, from the United States, 
we would be obliged to impose duties on. 
British manufactures almost amounting to. 
a prohibition. A course, necessitating suché 
trade relationship, would be most distaste- 
ful to every one who wishes to perpetuate 
the continuance of this Dominion as _ 
an integral portion of the British Empire ; 
for we could not expect to remain a por tion 
of that Empire while 
against them, and in favour of a foreign © 
power ; and, ‘when trade relations ship | be- 
tween us should ceas e, political relationship 3 
would soon share the same fate. 
able gentlemen who favour the pr inciple - 
that we should as speedily as possible set. 
up an establishment of our own, and lop — 


we discriminated 


Honour- |, 


ourselves off from all connexion with Groat a 
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Britain, may well advocate the views to| Mr. CHAMBERLIN said therewasagen- 
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which I have just alluded; but to those 
~ who prize their connection with Britain, 
and value the institutions under which 
we live as a precious heritage, such doc- 
oN’ trines are most obnoxious, and at war 
_. with every principle of their nature. The 
Honourable Member for Hochelaga has 
drawn a gloomy picture of our affairs; he 
represents our country as being in a very 
languishing condition, with a depressed 
trade, and the population fast diminishing. 
He refers specially to the number out of 
employment in Quebec. With regard to 
the latter statement it may be quite cor- 
rect, as it is well known that the decline 
4 of the ship-building interest in Quebec has 
re produced in that city considerable distress, 
: owing, In a great measure, to the decreased 
demand for wooden ships, ships of a com- 
posite character now being chiefly used. 

_ Reciprocity with the United States could 
é not restore prosperity to that industry ; for 
-- -bad as that may be in Quebec, we find 
ie that ship-building in the United States 
cis has almost ceased to give employment. 


ye? 
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' . will be found, are without foundation. He 
_ (the speaker) was fully convinced, that 
when the census shall have been ascertain- 

ed, as it will be next year, a great increase 

-- in our population will be found to have 
taken place. The Trade and Navigation 
returns are a true index,and furnish a com- 
plete refutation to what has been said in 
relation to a languishing commerce. On ref- 
erence to these returns we find that the 
exportation in 1865 was $42,481,151 while 
the exportation for the fiscal year ending 

; o0th June last, was $60,474,781 being an 
_ inerease of almost 45 per cent. Imports for 
1865 were $44,620,469 and for the year end- 
ing 380th June 1869 $70,415,165 showing an 
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; Speaker, there is no country enjoying a 
greater measure of prosperity, or no coun- 
try where the people enjoy more freedom 
or contentment, and all the efforts made 
_ by some honourable gentlemen to make 
_ the people think they are wretched, when 
_ they know they are happy, will prove en- 

tirely futile. The member for Hochelaga 

has referred to Mr. Lowe in the British 
- House of Commons as entertaining views 

similar to his own, but in England as in 
_ this country there are some to be found 
who entertain views inimical to the inter- 
_ estsofthe Empire. But ifthe hon. gen- 
tleman had referred to the views as lately 


y speech in the House of Lords, he would 
have drawn our attention to sentiments with 
_-_-—-which the great body of the people of this 
Ae country concur. Entertaining those views 
he should feel it his duty to vote against the 
a) resolutions of the member for Shefford, 
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ig increase of almost 60 per cent. Infact, Mr. : 


- expressed by Lord Carnarvon in his 


a The other alleged evidences of decline 1t {the Reciprocity Treaty our imports from: 


eral feeling in favour of freer trade relations 
with the United Statesand othercountries, 
But the farmers of the country, when they, 
fully understood this Zollverein scheme, “< 
could not give it their support. Bad as WZ 
that scheme was in itself, it would be in- _ 
finitely worse just now when duties were of 
so high in the United States. They could 
not, the member for Shefford admitted, = 
cut down their tariff, and we, therefore, Me 
would have to raise our own. - These at- 
tempts to agitate the country would have we 
a tendency to injure us, because the 5: 
avowed reason for making them was that. | 

our industries were languishing, and we ne 

are in a Very unprosperous state, But . 
these statements were not borne out by, 
our trade returns. Taking an: average of 
five years during the Treaty, and of two_ 

years since our imports from our neigh-— 

bours had fallen from $18,000,000 per an-. 

nnm to $16,000,000, shewing the effect of | , 
their heavy taxes and high prices on their * 
power of production for export. On the- 

other hand, while since the expiration of © 


soe 


the United States had fallen off about 
82,000,000 a year, our exports to the 
United States had increased from an aver- 
age of $16,000,000 to $25,000,000. These >> | 
figures were sufficient denial to statements 
that we were suffering most from want of © 
reciprocity. Besides the attempts were 
unfortunate, as served to strengthen the 
opinion in the States that we were depen- 

dent upon them, and would uitimately be 
compelled to unite with them politically 

as well as commercially. Bright pictures 

had been drawn of our prosperity under 

free trade with the United States and Zoll- 

verein. This was demagogueism of the \: 
worst kind, an attempt to deceive the far- 

mers of the country. Wehad only to refer 

to the New England States to show the ab- 

surdity of these pretensions. Our towns 

and villages were flourishing just as much as 

theirs, and it was an insult to our common 

sense to tell us that the markets of the 
United States were going to work such 
wondrous changes. If there was depres- 

sion in our ship building interests, there 

was as much, if not more depression of . 
such interests in the United States. They 

were killing off the sheep in Ohio for lack 

ofa market for their wool. Should our 

wool growers share their fortunes? They 

were digging up their hop vines in Wiscon- 

sin. Should our hop growers envy their 

lot? The rural districts of New England 

were sending as many emigrants out as — , 
Quebec. They were in some parts declining 

in population. He pointed out that poli- | 

tical union was not long in following 
the adoption of the Zollverein in the Ger- | 
man States, and the fate of the smaller 
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% ertian States would be ours if we anistha 
into this scheme of the member for Shef- 
ford. That was a result of all things to be 
avoided ; we had as much right to remain 


a portion of the Empire as any part of 


England, and he intended to maintain his 
heritage, as a citizen of the British Empire, 
spite of those in the old country or here 


who were willing to sce the Union dis- 


solved. 


Mr. HAGAR said that as the debate had 
taken a much wider range than he antici- 
pated, and subjects had been introduced 
which he considered altogether foreign to 


the question, he wished merely to state, 


that taking as he did a very warm interest 
in any movement having for its object the 


establishment of freer commercial inter- 


course With our neighbour s, and looking at 


the question as inno sense a party one. 


but of great interest to us all, his object 
in seconding the motion of the hon. mover 
of these resolutions, was simply that the |: 
therein might be 
and a full and 
free discussion elicited upon their merits, 


questions involved. 
brought before the House, 


and upon them alone. 


,Mr. OLIVER objected to the motion, 
hecause it would lead to a political union, 


and by raising our tarifftend to augment 


the difficulty i in the Red River Territory. 


Hfe did not think the resolutions would be 


beneficial to our productive interests. He 
could entirely deny the statements as to 
the decay of the country. The country 
was most flourishing, and there was not, 
he Believed, a single idle person in 
Western Ontario who “wanted work. The 
average wages of farm labourers, through- 
out the whole year, was twenty dollars a 
month. ‘The houses and mansions erected 
by the farmers, in that part of the Do- 
minion, were such as could not be shown 
many other country. The hon. gentle- 
man then proceeded to defend the na- 
tional policy. He was glad to get an ac- 
knowledgment of the fact that it was not 
the Americans who paid the duty on our 
exports. Hverything had been already 
given to the Americans that we have to 
give them, and it was not likely that they 
should now ask or wish for Reciprocity. 
Ifwe had something to give them they 
would give us Reciprocity. If a tax were 
put upon imports, from their territory, it 
would place us more on an equality. 

Mr. PICKARD believed that the whole 


_ argument of the last speaker of protection 


for the products of Ontario fell to the 
ground. The question was one that tow- 
ered far above party onthe Government. 
; It was the necessity of obtaining larger 
i markets and the resolutions gave e author ity 
' to the Government to negotiate for better 
termsof trade. It affirmed here they had 
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Union. 


to goto the Imperial Government to ob- t 


tain the powers asked, and if obtained they — 
could make such bar gains as were best for 
Canadian interests. 


would have to try other means. Tho 
equalizing of duties of Norway timber had 
destroyed a large portionof the Colonial — 
trade and left them to find such a market 
as they could. They were bound :o be 
loyal to themselves above all, and le he- 
heved that if before three years the Gov- 
ernment had not made arrangements for 
extending the trade and increasing the in- 
dustries of the people the whole Confed- 
eration would break down. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was altogether 
opposed to the motion, but he wished to 

make some remarks ‘upon it. It was, 
however, too late for him to go into the 
question, and would therefore suggest the 
adjournment of the debate. 


Hon Sir JOHN A. 


this question, and opposed the suggestion. 
The debate might be resumed on Monday, 


~ 


“Tf they failed, then — 
they were not worse off than before, and 


x 


4 


MACDONALD said 
there were others who wished to speak on — 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) would like to 


see the question disposed of at once. 


bi es 


could see no reason why a vote should neu‘ — 


be taken now. 
chair were well understood. He hoped 
that the Government before yielding to 
the wishes of the Opposition for an ad- 


The resolutions before the — 


journment, will consult their friends on — 


this side of the House, who were ready to 


4 


£48 


proceed with the business of the country _ 
instead of listening to all those motions ~ 


placed on paper to deceive the peopie 
motions which would be the cause of post, 
poning the prorogation to the first of June, 


Hon. 


jority; but what was desired was a full dis- 
cussion, to be wound up by a stirring vote 
against the motion, (cheers). 

On motion of Sir JOHN A. MAC- 
DONALD, seconded by Mr. MACKENZIE, 
the debate was adjourned, with the under. 


standing that it was.to be the first motion — 


on Monday. 
BANKING RESOLUTIONS. 
In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE, Hon. Sir 


JOHN A. MACDONALD said to. morrow 


the question of concurrence in the Bank- 
ing Resolutions, would likely be taken up: 
if not the election Bill. 


The House then adjourned at 11.49. 


Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said ~ 
this was not a question of majority or 
minority. Every one knew that the mo-— 
tion would be voted down by a large ma- © 


7a 
of 


% 


, The House again went into Goltmibese 
* of the Whole on the Bill relating to Bills of 
at ‘Exchange and Promissory Notes—Hon. 
He is Mr. HAMILTON in the chair. 


4G ee. On clause first, which provides that Bills 
he | eel Notes, made payable to order or 
ne bearer, shall be negotiable, considerable 
discussion took place, as to the differ- 
ae ence or distinction between a Bill of 
Ley Exchange and a Note, and as to whether, 
vane the present law, cheques payable to 
-. erder require the aflixture of stamps, in 
- which Hons. Messrs. McCULLY, TESSIER, 
a RITCHIE, DICKEY, CAMPBELL and 
_ others took part. 


Ry s Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the clause 
was copied without alteration from the law 
of Lower Canada, 


There was some discussion on clause 7, 
“which fix xes the non-juridical days in On. 
_tario, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick to 
be Sunday, Christmas Day, Good Friday, 

3 z ster Monday, Ash Wednesday, the 
x _ Birthday of the reigning Sovereign, or any 
*> day set apart by Royal Pr oclamation for 
S¢ ‘Fasting and Thanksgiving ; and in Quebec, 
Biko its addition to those days, Epiphany, 
_. Annunciation Day, Ascension Day, Corpus 
x he | Christi Day, St. Peter and St. Paul’s Day, 
ae Al Saints Day, and Conception Day. 


ce Hon. Mr. SANBORN called the attention 
ie \ ee the Postmaster-General to the want of 
be uniformity i in the clause. He said his hon. 
_ friend (Hon. Mr. Campbell) had fully es- 
_ tablished the point which he (Mr. San- 
- born) and his friends had contended for, 
_ mamely: That there was uniformity in the 
_ Mercantile Law, although the thirty-one 
nS States in the Union, England and Scot- 
ioe and the Provinces, had their own 
Bist 


a | Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the latter 
point had been fully discussed yesterday, 

a Siete and it was unnecessary for him to revert 
f OF to it further. With respect to the first 
point he could not see that the religious 
astoms of the various sections of the 
vi untry could be ignored, and therefore 

i : was necessary to frame the clause as it 


1 as "The clause was amended so that days 
Fi proclaimed to be holidays shall be non- 
Pa! juridical days, and’ also that Mondays fol- 

Ag towing: Christmas-day, should that day be 

ee eden Sunday, shall be non-juridical. | 


The clauses were taken up seriatim, and 
the most important elicited full conyersa- 


AG Hon. ca ean 


ne: ; Gy Ay 


. i rf 
Mie 


i, ie ; Aide ae Mas i Sie ae, 
Ms pi A ar SR Peeps Wika ahaa ts 


adel: asbata’ 


oan 4 / 
CS ps, a ata tt 


miss 
ee some Be ee: 


| verbal amendments were Made ae ah _ : 
The Committee rose and reported ae Peat: 


gress, and the Bill will again be the’ first yi Ke 


on the order to-morrow. - ee 
Th> House then adjourned. om Sa eens © +, 
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Orrawa, March 17. 1870. ee 
‘The Speaker took the chair at 3.15 aie, 
COMMITTEE ON STANDING ORDERS. 
Mr. HARRISON, presented the seventh = 
report of the Committee on Standing Or- 
ders ; Ottawa City Passenger Railway Com- = 
pany ; Sun Insurance Comapny of Mon". “te 
treal,, and Canadian Artists Association, = = 
reported on favourably. ee. 
HOPS AND SALT. aay 


Mr. MAGILL, from the Select Commit- 
tee, on hop growing and salt interest, 
report the supply of salt unlimited, wells x 
being able to supply 3,000 barrels "a day, > 
but that the greater part are shut up. 
reasons are given for this, owing to the 
state of the Commercial Legislation of the 
United States, but the committee leaves _ 
the matter to be dealt with by. the iy 
House. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACE, Bhar. 


Mr. DREW, from the Select Cominittee, 
on the duties of Justices of the Peace, 
(two Bills), recommending that the Bills 
be combined and printed as one. 


PROMISSORY NOTES. 


Mr. SAVARY, from the Select Commit- = > 
tee to whom was referred two Bills (Nos. 10 ie 
and 26) respecting stamps on promissory 
notes, &c., reported the same amended 
and combined into one, which was recom- 
mended to be printed. 


NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS. 


Mr. YOUNG, Introduced a BIL respec- 
ting naturalization of certain aliens. 


OTTAWA CITY PASSENGER RAILWAY. | 
Mr. CURRIER, introduced a Bill respec- ee 


ting the Ottawa City Passenger Railway are 
Company. Pe Ad 

Hon. Sir JOHN. A. MACDONALD, ON yore 
brought down returns relating to sums 


paid ‘by the Government to she Ba. eur 
Montreal, ~ ae 9 


< 
hy 
ay 


Ry ney a2 ca heaton, : 
«MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY, 
fi - Amessage received from His Excellency 
the Governor General, stating that Her 
"Majesty will not be advised to dis-allow 
yy certain Acts of Parliament passed by the 
+ Dominion Legislature. 


RATE OF INTEREST. 
“Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, he 


‘would move a resolution respecting the 
rate of interest,—on Thursday night. 


QUEBEC AND OTTAWA LUMBERING 
FORWARDING COMPANY. 


Hon Mr. ARCHAMBAULT, introduced 
a Bill to incorporate the Quebee and 
_ Ottawa Lumbering lorwarding Company. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that. 


his Bankingresolutions be concurred in. 
BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


‘Mr. COLBY moved in amendment, that 
the report be referred back to the com- 
mittee with instructions to amend the 
same, by inserting the words ‘In any 

- - city in the Dominion which has a popu- 
-_- Jation of more than twenty thousand in- 
‘habitants ; after the word ‘ Banking” in 


the first line of the first paragraph of the 


said Resolution. He said he did not in- 
rn tend toreopen the question which had 
‘been already exhaustively discussed. He 
was glad to see that the efforts of those inter 

ested in the establishment of rural Banks 

et had not been barren of results. The 
resolution as first proposed, did not allow 

o of the incorporation of any Bank with a 
capital less than one million. Now a Bank 

could be incorporated with only $200,000. 

' The Government reeognised the excep- 
tional condition of these small Banks, and 

; had expressed a willingness to deal fa- 
vourably with their applications. when 

brought before Parliament. They also 

consented to insert a clause in the Bill 

‘which would permit the establishment 
of Banks with a smaller capital if the spe 
cial Charter should so provide. He did 
Bi not, however, consider this sufficient, and 
felt it his duty to introduce the amend- 
Sie ment which he had just moved. He 
thought it quite safe to strike out or modify 

the clause fixing the amount of capital to 
-—s be paid in, and that the prejudice against 


- gmall Banks and the adverse influence of 


_ Bankers might be depended upon as a 
sufficient assurance that Parliament would 
not charter an institution with too small 
‘paid up capital. He would like to cor- 
- yecban impression, bo 


; that might 
‘> eased by some at- 


remarks 


poet tributed to the Hon. Finance Minister. 
eu 


_Ifthat hon. gentleman would look at his 


Ue 


that he did not propose to give charters to 


ernment was to put an embarrassment in 
, th way of chartering Banks with less. 


Plog 


and Currency. 


"hs 


(Mr. Colby’s) amendment, he would fnd i 
Banks with less paid up capital than eighty ie aa 
thousand dollars. The Mmister of Cus. _ 
toms had stated that the small Banks in ay 
New, Brunswick had not been successful, 
particularly instancing one Bank. He (Mr. ic, 


Colby) was informed by a high authority of 

on New Brunswick finances, that the real 

cause of the failure of that Bank was be- _ Bia 
; é 


cause its capsml, though small, was too: 
large for the necessities of the locality 
where the Bank was operating. It was 
established in Fredrickton where the local 
business was not iarge enough to employ — d 
even that small amount of capital. This a 
Bank had three agencies, necessitated by 
its inability to employ its capital, and 

through these agencies it fell into trouble. 

No case could be more in point than this 


one. After its failure another Bank eh 
was established in Fredrickton called ole 
the People’s Bank, with -a capital Ve 


of sixty thousand dollars, That Bank was ai 
established four years ago with this small 2 


capital, and notwithstanding the theory 

of the hon. member for Leeds, ithas paid 
othe Pa 

regular dividends of seven per cent., and = 


has added forty-four per cent. by earn. | — 
ings to its capital; and its stock is now’ ~'< — 
worth thirty-two per cent. premium. © 
He spoke thus with the full knowledge 
of the fact, having had his information  —_— 
from the President. ht Ale 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Nothing 
would be more injurious to small Banks 
than any attempt toreduce toa very small > 
amount the required paid up capital of 
the Banks. Great danger would result 
from this, because small Banks could be 
organized, and go into operation, throwing 
their paper into circulation, upon which 
discounts would be made; and the experi- 
ence of this country showed that stock- = 
holders and others connected with the 
Bank, would furnish their capital by means 
of these discounts. Anet 

Mr. COLBY said he had been misunder- 
stood. His ‘argument was not for in- 
sufficient paid up capital, but that the mat- 
ter should be left with future Parliaments 
to fix boththe capital and the amount to 
be paid up. ‘Le Nae 

Hon. Mir FRANCIS HINCKS said his hon. 
friend had gone a little further in the hod 


wrong direction. He (Sir Francis) thought’ 
it was desirable in the interest of small = 
Banks, that this clause should be main- Net 
tained. The hon. member for Sherbrooke 


had said the other evening that this clause 
would be an embarrassment to small | 

Banks seeking charters, and he (Sir Fran- _ 
cis) admitted that the object of the Gov-— 


. 


4 


5 


ae 


" 


* 


the House as follows: 


_ ence at his disposal. 


paid up capital than $200,000. There 
would be much more danger if this 


- amount were not fixed, and then if par- 


ties desired to violate it, the onus would 
be thrown upon them of convincing Par- 
liament that it was meet that the law 
should be so violated. Those who advo- 

cated small Banks, would see the best se- 
curity they could hay e, was in this Con- 
servative measure. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it was a very 
frank admission of the Hon. Min- 
ister of Finance that his object was to em- 


_ barrass small Banks, at the same time he 


professed to be their greatest friend. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I do not. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS (Champlain) addressed 
Mr. Speaker, I 
thoroughly concur in the remarks made, 
and in the opinions enunciated, by sever al 
hon. members on the other side of the 
House, and particularly by the hon. mem- 
ber for Berthier (Dr. Paquet) on the sub- 
ject of the advantages which would accrue 
to the country by the establishment of 
Banks in the rural Districts. In several 
countries, notably in Scotland, the United 


' States ane elsewhere, Pree! institutions 


have given a great impetus to trade, have 
promoted industrial pursuits and general 
prosperity. It isimportant that we “should 
profit by good example, and take advan- 
tage of the experience of other nations on 
this important question. The difficulty in 
the rural districts experienced by the 
farmers and traders, in procuring the ne- 
cessary capital to carry on their business, 
and the fact that commerce, manufactures, 
and agriculture suffer considerably from 
this state of affairs, render it necessary 
that these obstacles should be done away 
with by a proper system. The District of 
Three Rivers, which he has the honour to 
represent in this House, has not hitherto 
been favoured in that direction, but before 
long, it will become necessary to open up 
the vast territory of the St. Maurice, and 
to develop its numerous and varied re- 
sources. In order that this may be accom- 
plished, it will be necessary that Goyvern- 
ment aid be granted, and that protection 


should be accorded to a local financial in- 


stitution. It is also to be hoped that 
when the inhabitants of that District 
shall apply for Bank Charters, with a view 
to the wants of the locality, based upon a 
sufficient capital, they will receive justice 
at the hands of the Legislature and the 
Government of the day. * “Moreover, should 
other Districts, through their representa- 
tives, ask for the same privilege, he frankly 
promised them in advance his full sym- 
pathies, and also assured them that he 
will second their views with all the influ- 
The hon. member 


Aon, Sir Francis Hincks. 


in“: 7 
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then proceeded to say : I cannot perceive ; 


any reasonable objection to the establish. 


ment of rural Banks with a limited capital, 

as the danger in such cases is not really in 
the amount of the capital exacted or con- 
ceded, but in the amount of notes circu- 

lated among note-holders. Institutions of 
this nature could not possibly interfere 
with the powerful Banks, whose offices are 
generally held in the large cities of the 
Dominion, because the latter are not now 
accessible to the farmers and traders of 
the country districts. 
on the amendment proposed, it becomes 
desirable to ascertain from the Government 
if the object of the resolutions now before 
this House is to compromise the members 
thereof, and to force them to declare that 
in any case no charters will be granted 


with a less capital than the amount men- ~ 


tioned therein. The hon. member con- 
cluded by stating that he would await the 
explanations of the Government on this 
point before voting on the question. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the great 
object of the Government was to give to 
all bill holders full security that the notes 


they held would be worth their full amount _ 


in gold. 

Mr. BURPEE contended that there were 
two parties interested in the measure, the 
Bankers and the public. It was said that 
the Bankers were endeavouring to control 


the Government and the Commons in this — 


measure. He didnot profess to ke an au- 
thority in Banking, but he did profess to 
know something of the requirements of 
the people. The proposed restrictions 
were not in accordance with the general 
interests and would retard trade in the 
smaller towns and rural districts. 
as effectually prevent the establishment of 
small Banks in small communities as if the 
minimum of capital had been fixed at $5090,- 
000 or $1,000,000. He pointed out the dif- 
ficulties that people in rural districts had 
to contend with in dealing with large 
Banks in the cities, and the inefficiency 
and inadequacy of agencies of large Banks 
in those districts, and hoped that the 
Government and House would not inflict 
sO vicious a restriction on the country. 


The vote was then takenon Mr. Colby’s 
amendment, with the following result: 
Yeas, 68 ; nays, 82: 

Rane! irelane Béchard, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, 
Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron (Hu- 
ron), Carmichael, Cartwright, Cayley, Che- 
val, Chipman, Coffin, Colby, Connell, Cou- 
pal, Dorion, Drew, Ferguson, Ferris, For- 


frion, Gendron, Godin, Hagar, Huntington, 
Jones (Leeds 


It would - 


* 


‘tier, Galt, Sir Alexander T., Gaudet, Geof: 
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Before giving a vote | 


and Grenville), Kempt, — 


Kierzkowski, Killam seas Le prs pe gst fee 


eer: 
ie (e) a 


Macdonald (Glengarry), Maclarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, McDougall (Renfrew), McMonies, 
Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), O’Connor, 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Picard, 
Pinsonneault, Pozer, Ray, Redford, Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), 
Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Savary, Senecal, 
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), Thomp- 
son (Ontario), Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
Wright (Ottawa County), and Wright 
(York, Ontario, W. R.)—68 

Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Archibald, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brous- 
seau, Cameron (Inverness), Cameron (Peel), 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir 
George E., Chauveau, Cimon, Costigan, 
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), 
Daoust, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fortin, 
- Gaucher, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Harrison, 
Heath, Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Lapum, Little, Macdonald, Sir J A. (King- 
ston), McDonald (Antigonish), McDonald 
(Lunenburg), McDonald (Middlesex) Ma- 
gill, Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terre- 
bonne), McCallum, McCarthy, McConkey, 
- McDougall (Three Rivers), McGreevy, Mc- 
Millan, Metcalfe, Morris, Morrison (Niag- 
ara), Pouliot, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ryan 
(Montreal West), Scatcherd, Scriver, S:mp- 
son, Smith, Snider, Stephenson, Sylvain 
Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White. 
Whitehead, Willson, Wood, Workman and 
Young—82. 

Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward,) said he had 
the other day given notice of an amend- 
ment toan amendment to be proposed by 
the hon. member for Stanstead, which em- 
bodied his views, but the ever changing 
policy of the Finance. Minister had pre- 
vented that course being taken, either by 
the hon. member for Stanstead or himself. 
The amendments to these resolutions 
should be in the direction of removing the 
difficulties which were purposely placed in 
the way of the establishment of small 
Banks in rural districts. There were many 
places in the Dominion where a capital of 
$100,000 with $50,000 paid up was quite 
sufficient for all the requirements of the 
people in that particular locality. As an 
instance he would give the county he had 
the honour to represent, in which there was 
- but one agency, and in times of commer- 

cial depression, with a stringency in the 
money marketand large balances to meet 
at the head office, an order is sent to stop 
discounts, and that too when the people in 
the locality most require accommodation. 
This course is pursued, not because losses 
have been incurred at the rural agencies, 
but because the whole capital of the Banks 
is required at head quarters to assist 
mammoth establishments at the ex- 
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pense of the small but hoxest dealer. 
In the early part of the session, the Hon. 
Minister of Finance asked the House, par- 
ticularly those members who had objected 


to his introduction mto the Cabinet, to 


judge him by his measures, and this is what. 
he wanted to do; butif the measure before 
the House was a sample, the less of them 
the country had the better. Though the 
Finance Minister had expressed an opinion 
against what he called an elastic system, 
he had shewn that he was elastic enough 
when driven from any pet idea he may 
have had. When these resolutions were 
brought, the proposition was to prevent the 
establishment of any Bank that had not a 
subscribed Capital of 1,000,000 dollars, and 
20 per cent. paid. Next, he proposed that 
Banks might be established with 500,000. 
dollars; but, provided that 40 per cent. of 
the capital should be paid up, and the third 
proposition now before the House, was to 
allow any Bank to commence operation 
with a paid-yp capital of 200,000 dollars, 
no matter What its nominal capital might 
be. Were it not for the extraordinary 
statement made to-night by the Finance 
Minister, that he had put this last pro- 
vision Into his resolution, to throw difficul- 
ties in the way of the establishment of 
small Banks, he should believe that all 
that would be required, would be to con- 
tmue the pressure, and, ere long the pro- 
position which he (Mr. Ross) had made, 
would be accepted. But his declara- 
tion to-night proved, what a large num- 
ber Of the members of the House 
knew to be the case, that while he was 
professing to yield a point he was only hedg- 
Ing the system round with barriers which 
WOuld effectually prevent the establishment 
of small Banks, in order to throw the 
whole business of the country into the 
hands of great monopolists (hear hear)s~ 
He would, therefore, move, seconded by 
Mr. Bowell, in amendment, ‘that the 
House do not concur in the said resolution, 
but that it be referred back to the Com- 
mittee, for the purpose of amending the 
same by striking out paragraphs one and 
two.’ If this amendment were carried, it 
would leave the sole power in the hands of 
Parliament to deal with all applications 
hereafter for charters for new Banks, 
without being hampered with the pro- 
position now made by the Finance Min- 
ister. 

The House divided on Mr. Ross's amend- 
ment, without debate, with the following 
results: Yeas, 64; nays, 86 >°~ 


Yras—Messrs. Béchard, Blake, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Brown, 
Burpee, Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Car- 
michael, Cartwrignt, Cheval, Chipman, | 
Coffin, Colby, Connell, Coupal, Currier, 


Hagar, 


Banking: 


Savion ‘Drew, Ferguson, kot Fortier, 


Galt, Sir Alexander a ik 'Geoftrion, Godin, 
Huntington, Jones (Leeds and 
Grenville), Kempt, Kierzkows ki, Killam, 


Lawson, Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Glen- 


garry), "MacFarlane, Mackenzie, McDou- 


ue “gall (Renfrew), McMonies, Mills, Morison 


(Victoria, O.), O'Connor, Oliver, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Perry, Picard, Pozer, Ray, Red- 


aris Ross (Prince Edwar d), Ross (Victoria, 


N, 8), Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, 


* Senecal, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wallace, 
Wells, and Wright (Ottawa County)—64. 


- Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault) 
Archibald, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 


tain that provision, and Mr. 


Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brous- 
seau, Cameron (Inverness), Cameron (Peel), 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sr 
George E., [Cayley, Chauveau, Cimon, Cos- 
tigan, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford 


- (Leeds), Daoust, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dun- 


kin, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 


Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, 


Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, ’ Hurdon, 
Keeler, Lacerte, La angevin, Lapum, Little, 
Macdonald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDon- 
ald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), 
MeDonald (Middlesex), Magill, Masson 


' <Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCal- 


lum, McCarthy, McConkey, McDougall 
(Three Rivers), McGreevy, McMillan, Met- 
calfe, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 


Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ryan 


{Montreal West), Scatcherd, Scriver, 
Simpson, Smith, Snider, Stephenson, Syl- 
vain, Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White, 
Whitehead, Willson, Wood, Workman and 
Young AOR 


Mr. BLAKE said, in ordor to carry out 
the hon. intentions of the Government 
with regard to the clause, similar to that 
on the railway clauses Act, he would move 
in amendment to the first paragraph, ‘ un- 
less otherwise pr ovided in the Special Act 
of incorporation”’ to be inserted before 
the word ‘no.”’ 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD reiter- 
ated his promise, that the Bill would con- 
Blake with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. FERGUSON moved, seconded 
‘by Mr. O'Connor, in amendment to the 
paragraph respecting returns of assets, 
that they would include returns of “loans, 
discounts, or advances on current account 


donald ‘conneen “MeDonald camer 5 Mi, 
burg), MacFarlane, McCallum, O'Connor, | 
Perry, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Ed: re 
ward), and Willson—14. | ; 


Nays—Messrs. 


Archibald, Beaty, - Beaubien, Béchard, 


Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blake, Blan- 


chet, Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, 
Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Caldwell, Cam- 


eron (Huron), Cameron (Inverness), Cam- . 


eron (Peel), Campbell, Carling 
Caron, Cartier, 


, Carmichael, 
Sir George E,, Cartwright, 


Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cheval, 


Cimon, Coffin, Connell, Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawford (Broc ckville), Crawford (Leeds), 
Currier, Daoust, Dobbie, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferris, Fortier, Fortin, Galt, Sir 
Alexander fe Gaucher, Gaudet, ‘Geoftrion, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Gray, Grover, 


Hagar, Harrison, ’ Heath, Hincks, Sir Fran 


cis, ” Howe, Huntington, Huot, Hurdon, 
Keeler, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Killam, La- 
certe, Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Le Ves. 
conte, Macdonald, Sipy alan as (Kingston), 
MeDonald (Antigonish), McDonald (Mid- 
dlesex), Mackenzie, Magill, Masson (Sou- 
langes), Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, 
McConkey, McDougall (Renfrew), McDou- 
gall (Three Rivers), McGreevy, McMillan, 
McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morris, Mori: 


son (Victoria, On), Morrison (Niagara), Oli- 


ver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pinsonneault, Pou- 
liot, Pozer, Ray, Read, Redford, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Victo. 
ria, N. S.), Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Ryan 
(Montreal West), Scatcherd, Scriver, Sen- 
ecal, Simpson, Smith, Snider, Stephenson, 
Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario) Tilley, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Wells, 
White, Whitehead, Wood, Workman, 
Wright (Ottawa County), Wright (York, 
Ontario), W. R.), and Young—133. 
It being six o’clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT resumed the debate 
on the motion for concurrence of the 
report of the Committee of the Whole on 
the Banking Resolutions. He said he had 
three grave objections to the 18th reso- 
lution, providing that Banks shall hold a 
certain amount of their reserves in Do- 
minion notes. First, because it unduly 
tended to diminish the amount of gold 


reserves that should be held in the coun- — 


try. Secondly, because it was a scheme 


Anglin, Meckartheantt i 


jr nay ee nit nad to borrow a large sum of money at call, 
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feos: respectively.” might be called’ on to pay ata very incon. 
His ( After discussing a point of order, the | venient time ; ; and thirdly, because it ap- » 
i Gort) House divided, with the following result : | peared to him, to say the least, to be an _ 
PM) Xeas, 14 ; ; nays, 133. expedient of somewhat questionable mor: 
sha Virus “Méssts, Bowell, Drew, Ferguson, | ality in a political sense. He aah at 

5. ; 


aie Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Little, Mac- 


ee 4 
cae Mr, Blake. ee 


considerable length, in Support oe 


. ee ¢ 

Sevag Seah rbLy aT =: 

Aes ”* 4 s “ , 
7 ~ img & 


Sel abi ied 
anking 


505 


objections, and dwelt on the fact that the 
scheme might produce danger to the gene- 
ral trade of the country, at times of great 
commercial depression, such as in 1862. 
If this scheme had been in force at that 
period, the Government would have been 
called on to pay out in specie, something 
like eight or nine millions. From the com- 
bined effects of the natural diminution in 
the circulation and in Bank Reserves, 
added to the amount of withdrawals from 
the Savings Banks, and the deficit in the 
revenue, which was almost certain to 
oceur at any such period; and we would 
have been obliged at a very unfavourable 
time, to borrow money in the London 
market. It was true that the Finance 
Minister might fall back upon his English 
fiscal agents for temporary relief in times of 
difficulty, but that reliefcould only be tem- 
porary. Heargued that it was an unsafe 
and unsound principle for the Govern- 
ment to borrow large amounts of money 
or paper redeemable at call. The Finance 


' Minister’s scheme might work very well 


-~ toabout nine millions. 


in times of prosperity, but it was the duty 
of the Government to provide a scheme 
which should above all things stand the 
test in times of depression. Under this 
scheme with our Income mortgaged to an 
extent of from 60 to 70 per cent., we were 
called on to borrow from seven to twelve 
millions, most of which wasrepayable at call. 


Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS,—It is ut- 
terly impossible under these resolutions 
for the Government to hold more than 
seven millions in debentures. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he was not 
speaking of debentures, but of loans, l- 
ready the Government had borrowed about 
five millions and a halfin Provincial Notes ; 
add to that the proposed fractional cur- 
rency, and in addition to that the 
honourable gentleman had _ proposed 
to confiscate half of the cash reserves of 
the Banks, and the cash reserves of the 
Banks at present are about fourteen mil- 
lions. It would be much more in accor- 
dance with morality, as well as be much 
safer, if the Government were openly to 
borrow money to meet their requirements, 
and raise by taxation or otherwise the 
amount necessary to meet the interest. 
Under this scheme our gold reserves 
would bereduced from fourteen millions 
His conviction 
was that if we go on blindly trusting to the 
chapter of accidents, sooner or later the 


country would find that they had stum- 
bled intoa system of irredeemable cur- 


rency with all its attendant evils. 


He concluded by moving in amend- 
ment: 


“That the House do not coneur in the report, 


wy bud that it be referred back to the Committee 
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| 


‘ Vy 


™ » 
“ 


and Currency. 506 


with instructions to strike out the eigthtconth 
clause.” 


The amendment was then put and lost 
on division. 


The resolutions were then concurred 
in. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
a Bill founded thereon, which was ordered 
for a second reading on Tuesday. 


The House then proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the resolutions on Dominion 
Notes. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
they be referred back to the Committee, 
with instructions to insert the amendments 
of which he had given notice, and which 
have already appeared inourcolumns. He 
said that‘his reason for moving the resolu- 
tions was in consequence of the decided 
Opinion expressed by the House, that a 
certain detinite amount of reserve should 
be held for the amount of Dominion notes. 


There had never been, in his opinion, any 


time when the Dominion notes were not 
as goodas gold, and he did not think the 
Government should be required to hold 
a greater reserve than the Banks. There 
was no intention, on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, not to hold a reserve; but in 
consequence of the decided opinion that 
areserve should be held the clauses had 
been introduced. He had no hesitation 
in saying that there was no difference be- 
tween the amended resolutions and the 
original ones. The hon. member for 
Lennox held out the idea that there would 
be two millions issued. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he spoke of 
flye millions circulation and seven millions 
reserves. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS considered 
that any notesigsued by Government might 
be really considered as in circulation. 
The object of the resolutions was simply 
to provide that at all times the Govern- 
ment must hold twenty-five per cent. of 
gold in reserve, to secure the notes; and 
that this reserve must at once be replaced 
ifit even fall short of that percentage. 
He remembered the time when every 
chartered Bank in the Province had to 
suspend specie payment, but had Domin- 
ion notes secured by the Government, and. 
backed by a sufficient gold reserve, been 
afloat there could not have been a suspen- 
sion. Allusion had been made to the time 
when a Bank of England note for twenty- 
eight shillings was only worth a sovereign, 
but at that time the Bank was one of issue 
as well as deposit, and had to bear the 
monetary strain of a great war. The 
United States had also to pass through a 
great war and was compelled toissue notes, 
not at the timé redeemable, but coming 
nearer to par with gold every day, and it 
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was impossible to say when any nation 
would not be visited by war. 

‘Hon. Sir ALEXANDER T. GALT was 
of opinion that the resolutions as it was 


proposed to word them, were materially, 


different from the original resolutions. 
Under the original resolutions Govern- 
‘ment could only issue seven millions of 
Dominion Notes, now it was proposed to 
grant them authority to issue nine mil- 
lions, though the amount of Bank reserves 
to be held’ by the Banks in Dominion 
Notes had been reduced, since that time, 
from 80 to 335 per cent. If seven mil- 
lions were suflicient under the former pro- 
vision, he was at a loss to understand why 
nine millions were required now. He 
pointed out the necessity of having these 
Dominion Notes equivalent to gold, inas- 
much as a large portion of the cash re- 
- reserve of the Banks was under this mea- 
sure to be in Dominion Notes. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he did 

not propose by his amendment to increase 
the amount of debentures to be issued. 
Under the original resolutions he asked 
for authority to issue seven millions, 
and that a gold reserve should be 
held to the amount of 25 per cent. 
of that amount, which was $1,750,000 
Ifany amount of Dominion notes were is- 
sued, beyond seven millions, then a specie 
reserve must be held for the whole amount 
of that excess. This would make an issue 
of $8,750,000, which was the circulation 
under the resolutions, as he proposed to 
amend them. So that the amount of de- 
bentures was not changed. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he could only 
understand the statement of the Finance 
Minister, on supposition that the $1,750,000 
_ to be held as a specie reserve, against. the 
issue of the seven million of ‘Dominion 
notes, was also to stand against the extra 
issue of Dominion notes beyond the seven 
millions. If that was the meaning of the 
hon. gentleman, it was time the House un- 
derstood it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE referred to the report 
of the former debate where the Finance 
Minister had made a statement to that 


effect. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Government intended to hold seven mil- 
lions of debentures, against seven millions 
of notes, and that $1,750,000 was held 
against the seven millions of debentures. 

Hon Sir A. T. GALT said he could not 
understand the resolution asthe Finance 
Minister igterpreted it, 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said it was a sound 
rule of common sense that whenever a 
question arose as to what any men or body 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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of men had or had nee meant io say or do, 

appeal should be had to the writtenre- _ 
cord, if there was one. The Minister of _ 
Finance had just said, in answer to enquiry 
made, that the Government plan, as laid 
down in the resolutions adopted in Com- 
mittee the other night, and which he was 
then proposing somewhat to modify, con- 

templated the right under the circum- 
stances supposed, ‘to issue, as against $7,- 

000,000 of debentures, the like amount of 
Dominion notes, and "also as against the 
$1,750,000 of gold, that, under the circum- 

stances, were to be in hand, a further like 
amount of such notes, in all, possibly $8,- 

750,000. The hon. member for Sherbrooke 
insisted on it that this was not the plan as 
first stated, that the Minister of Finance 
had in debate limited the total issue to | 
$7,000,000, and that the resolutions, 
which, however, the member for Sher 
brooke wou'd not read or look to, did the 
same. The fact clearly was that when the 
Minister of Finance had formerly spoken 
of a total of $7,000,000, he had understood 
the question put him to refer only to the 
issue that was to be based on debentures, 
and not at all to the issue upon gold. It 
was idle now to debate about recollections 
or reports of this obvious misunderstanding 
of questions on the one side, and answers 
on the other. The second and third reso- 
lutions, written and printed by authority, 
were there, and alone could decide the 
controversy, if any there could really be 
said to be. He would read their precise 
words. ‘he second began by declaring 
it expedient to provide ‘that Dominion 
notes to the amount of four million dollars, 
or such greater amount as may be autho- 
rized as hereinafter mentioned, may be 
issued and remain outstanding at any time 
on the security of debentures of the Do- 
minion to a like amount, tobe held by the 
Receiver General for the redemption of 
such notes.’’ So far, certainly, not a word 
of notes to be issued on security of gold. 
It then went on—“‘ and that the amount 
of such notes to be issued and outstanding 
at any time on the security of debentures 
toa like amount, may be from time to 


time increased to an amount not exceed- 


ing seven million dollars. By Orders in 
Council founded on a report of the Trea- 
sury Board, such increase being so autho- 
rized for amounts not exceeding one mil- 
lion dollars at one time, and at intervals of 
not less than three months, and no such 
increase being authorized unless the Re- 
ceiver General then holds specie to the 
amount of one-fourth of the aggregate 
amount of such increase and of the deben- 
tures already held by him as aforesaid.’ 
Still, no word of notes on security of gold. 
Whatever the amount, four, five, six or 
seven millions, the notes were to be on 
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mere ‘security of debentures to a like 
amount.’ The holdingof at least somuch 
gold at each time of possible increase, 
was @ condition of such _ increase, 
and nothing more. To make doubt impos- 
sible, the third resolution added, ‘ That 


‘if any amount of Dominion notes be issued 


and outstanding in excess of the amount 
then authorized to be issued and outstand- 
ing on such security as aforesaid’’—that is 
to say, on security of debentures to the 
amount thereof—“ the Rece.ver General 
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equivocal meaning of the second and third 
resolutions may be summarized as follows : 
The first issue of Dominion notes is to be 
$5,000,000, for the redemption of which 
the Receiver General is to hold $4,000,000 
debentures, and $1,000,000 in gold. 
Permission. is given to increase the 
issue from $5,000,000 to $7,000,000, by 
a million at a time, at intervals of three 
months, for the redemption of which the 
Receiver General is to hold $3,000,000 
more debentures, and $750,000 in gold. 


and Currency. 


shall hold spec‘e to the full amount of such | At this point, the issues being $7,000,000, 


excess for the redemption of such notes.” 
Clearly, then, the amount authorized on 
debentures was never thought of as_ the 
total to be issued. On the contrary, the 
resolution expressly went on—* and that 
any amount ofsuch notes which the public 
convenience may require, may be issued 
and remain outstanding, provided the ex- 
cess of such amount over that so author- 
ized be represented by specie held by the 
Receiver General, as aforesaid.’’ These 
resolutions were proposed in committee 
in these words, and were adopted, with 


the-addition of the following :—“ But ex- | 


cept in the case of notes so held against 
a like amount of specie, the total amount 
of Dominion notes outstanding shall never 
exceed seven millions, nor shall anything 
herein contained be construed to au- 
thorize the issue of debentures not other- 


. wise authorized by Parliament, or any in- 


erease of the public debt.” 


Mr. BLAKE, in a speech of some length, 
eontended that the resolutions were am- 
biguous, that not a shilling of gold need be 
held for the first-four millions of notes, 
though they provided a different system 
tor the last four millions. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE. E. CARTIER said 
the remarks of the hon. members for 
Sherbrooke and West Durham were rather 
desultory and against them, the House 
had the interpretations of the Hon Fi- 
nance Minister. He went on to argue that 
the resolutions were clear and in all cases 
provided safe reserves for gold. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said the honourable 
member for West Durham and the hon- 
ourable member for Sherbrooke were all 
wrong. It, in his opinion, did not reflect 


~ much credit on the acumen or financial! “ shall be debentures.’’ 


ability of either gentleman that they were 


obliged to confess that they could not un- 


derstand the resolutions of the Minister 
of Finance. If they could not understand 
them it was not the fault of the Minister 
of Finance, nor could it be charged to the 
ambiguity of the language in which the 
resolutions h:d been framed. None so 
blind as those who would not see. Noth- 
ing can be cle rer or more perspicuous 
than the resoluticns. The clear and un- 


the Receiver General will hold in deben- 
tures $7,000,000, and in gold $1,750,000. 
It is then provided that a further issue 
may take place, equal in amount to the 
amount of the gold held by the Receiver 
General, namely, of $1,750,000, with lib- 
erty to increase the issue to $9,000,000, 
provided the Receiver General increases 
his gold by $250,000—making it $2,000,000. 
So that supposing the $9,000,000 of notes 


all issued the Receiver General must ~ 


hold for the redemption of them $7,000,000 
,of debentures and $2,000,000 of gold. 
Surely there can be no misunderstanding 
as to this proposition. It is utterly im- 
possible that any one who tries should 
not understand it. Nay, I will venture 
the assertion that it is not possible to 
give any other interpretation to the lan- 
guage employed. ‘But,’’ says the hon. 
member for West Durham, “no pro- 
vision is made for a specie reserve bearing 
a proportion at all times of 25 per cent. to 
the notes actually emitted.” This is an 
entire mistake, originating in not read- 
ing the second resolution to the end of it. 
The hon. gentleman stops short at the 
end of the provision for the first issue of 
$5,000,000. It may be admitted, if that 
portion of the resolution is taken alone 
and by itself, without reference to the 
latter part of the resolution, it would be 
left in doubt whether or not the issues 
were to have a gold basis until they 
reached the sum of $4,000,000 (hear, hear). 
The language is that the notes thus issued, 
(meaning to the extent of $5,000,000), 
shall be ‘ on the security of debentures of 
‘‘ the Dominion, and specie equal together 
“to alike amount, (that is to $5,000,000), 
“and of which not more than $4,000,000 
Of course, the re- 
maining million must be gold. True it is, 


therefore, stopping short here, it does not » 


appear to be explicitly stated that the 
issue of notes up to $4,000,000 shall, dol- 
lar for dollar, havea specie basis. But the 
resolution, after providing for the subse- 


quent issues, in respect of which, as also_ 


in respect of the first or $5,000,000 issue, 
if that amount be issued, there can be no 
doubt as to the per centage of specie re- 
serve, and none is pretended by any one, 
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to put the question of the spec‘e basis, as 
well in respect of the first issues as of ‘all 
subsequent issues, beyond all cavil, says: 

— And the Receiver General shall always, 
“as arule, hold specie to the amount of at 
“ least twenty-five per cent. of the debentures 


held by him as aforesaid, and shall, under 
‘no circumstances, hold a less amount of | 


‘* specie than fifteen per cent. of such deben- 
‘tures, and if the amount of specie . should, 
“at ey time, fall below twenty-five (per 
‘* cent., it shall be the duty of the Receiver 
‘ General, without delay, to increase the 
“* cnount “of specie to at least twenty five per 
‘“cent. of the amount of debentures.” ‘The 
third resolution is equally clear and ex- 
plicit. It provides that if any issue of 
notes takes place, beyond that provided 
for in the second resolution, the Receiver 
General must have a dollarin gold for 
very dollar in notes for such excess. In 
short, the proposition then is, when elimi- 
nated from the cloud of words in which hon. 
gentlemen have enveloped it, to issue 


Ma £8, 750,000 of legal tender Dominion notes 


on the eredit of $7,000,000 of Dominion de- 
_ bentures and a specie reserve of $1,750,000 

which specie reserve shall, as a rule, 
‘always be 25 per cent., and never less than 
15 per cent., of the debentures held for the 


- notes outstanding (hear, hear), with power 


to issue any amount of notes beyond 
$8,750,000 the public convenience may re- 
quire, provided the Receiver General holds 
_ in gold, dollar for dollar, for such further 
issue (hear). Now, Mr. ’ Speaker, let not 
honourable gentlemen cayil at the scheme 
on the ground of its not being explicit. 
If they have anything to say let them at- 
tack the principle of it. Let them say 
that the security to the public is not suf.- 
ficient—that the reserve should be greater 
—but let them not say that the security 
’ proposed is doubtful, or that the reserve 
in specie is uncertain (hear, hear). He 
(Mr. Wood), for his own part, thought the 
security ample, and the specie reserve 
more than sufficient ; for, in addition to the 


special securities of debentures and gold, 


the good faith of Parliament and of 
the whole. country was pledged for the 
redemption of these notes—(hear, hear)— 


an element and consideration operating 


on the public mind which would ensure 
to the Dominion notes greater credit 
than all the securities and reserves 
that could be set apart by Acts 
of Parliament (hear, hear). For him- 
self, he would have been quite content to 
' dispense with any specie reserve to an 
issue of notes to the extent of $4,000,000 ; 
for the simple reason that the Banks, as 
experience had shown, and as the nature 
of things demonstrated must of necessity 
be the fact, must at all times, under the 
proposed new Banking law, hold on the 
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notes (hear, hear). 
serves now averaged say $14,000,000. As- 
suming that they only held one-third in 
Dominion notes, (the law will require them 
to hold half), it ‘is easy to see that at least 
$4,000,000 of these notes must be locked 
up in their vaults, and cannot, under any 
circumstances, be sent in for redemption 
(hear, hear). Again, the small note circu- 
lation (bills below $4) will keep constantly | 
out at least $2,000,000 more of these notes 
—some say $4,000,000 ; but, to be safe, say 
$2,000.000. Now, suppose the whole 
$9,000,000 notes were issued, how would 
the matter stand? The Banks in their re- 
serves would hermetically seal up at least 
€4,000,000. The small note circulation 
would keep constantly out at least 
$2,000,000—making $6,000,000 of the 
$9,000,000 which, as has been stated, could 
not come in for redemption, and for the re- 
demption of the remaining $4,000,000 of 
the $9,000,000 the Receiver General would 
hold = $7 000, O00 of debentures and 
$2,000,000 in gold (hear, hear, and cheers). 
The scheme of the Minister of Finance of- 
fers the very highest security to the note 
holder and to the public at large. On 
this pointit could not be more satisfactory. 
Ifit has any fault it requires too great an 


amount of gold tobe locked up, pro- 
ducing to the people no profit. But, sir, 
it has other recommendations. Whereas 


by the present Banking law the Banks get 
the profit of the small note circulation 
amounting, as the best informed on the 
subject think, to about $4,000,000 ; by the 
proposed measure this profit will be trans- 
ferred from the Banks to the people, whose 
taxation to that extent will be lessened 
(hear)—whereas, by the present Banking 
law, the Banks keep their reserves in gold 
less ten per cent., which are kept in Do- 
minion debentures, and on which the Do- 
minion pays them six per cent. interest ; 

by the proposed measure these reserves 
will have to consist of one-half in Dominion 
notes and one-half in gold, thereby dis- 
placing the debentures, and giving the 
people the profit on the use of from 
$4,000,000 to $7,000,000 of gold, and re- 
lieving them from paying interest on the 
debentures displaced, amounting to $84,000 
per annum—making in all a revenue to 
the people of upwards of $300,000 (hear, 

hear). ‘The measure, as a whole, meets 
my most hearty concurrence, He (Mr. 
Wood) would confess that he did not see 
why the Minister of Finance did not base. . 
his specie reserves on outstanding notes, 

instead of on the debentures. He says 
the debentures are less variable in amount, 

from day to day, than the notes outstand- 

ing. Itseemed to him to be eee 
to tell the amount of debentures nee 


» 
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for the Receiver General to keep on hand, 
at any given time, without first knowing 
the amouut of notes at that time actually 
outstanding (hear, hear). It seemed to 
him that, practically, the amount of de- 
bentures would not vary. A certain amount 
of debentures would no doubt be set apart, 
and kept in the vault of the Receiver Gen- 


_ eral, or in the hands of agents in London, 


and this amount would not, practically, 
yary from month to month, as would the 
amount of outstanding notes; and, as a 


consequence, the amount of the specie re- 


serve. The adjustment of the reserve to 
the outstanding notes would be made 
monthly, on the monthly returns from the 
Government agencies in the several Prov- 
inces. He submitted, therefore, that it 
would have been more logical to have 
based the percentage of reserve on the 
amount of outstanding notes rather than 
on the debentures ; as the amount of the 
debentures, at any time permitted to be 
held, must be regulated by the amount at 
that time of the outstanding notes. How- 
ever, it practically made no difference, as 
the result from either mode is precisely the 


- same. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Take your 
pen and make your calculations, and see if 
there is no difference. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said he had done so, 
and was unable to discover any advantage 


_ or gain, practically or otherwise, in the 


mode proposed by the Minister of Finance 
over that contained in the Act of 1866. 
To his mind it was less direct, and did not 
so manifestly commend itsélf to the com- 
mon understanding of the people. But, 
being of no real importance, he would not 
suggest any change. No doubt in these 
resolutions different language might have 
been used, conveying in fewer words and 
more tersely the same meaning. But 
if it were attempted, on a close criticism, 
no doubt just as many exceptions might 
be taken to the new forms of expression 
as has been taken to that employed by 
the Minister of Finance. «I shall, there- 
fore, support the resolutions in their 
present form, and shall feel it my duty to 
oppose the amendments which have been 
suggested. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT suggested another 
form of resolution which he thought would 
put an end to the interminable wrangle. 


Mr. GIBBS confessed that if he had not 
been able clearly to understand the reso- 
lution at the outset he was now hopelessly 
at sea after allthe financial ability he had 
heard. He was very jealous of the honour 
of the country, and thought the best se- 
curities should be held to maintain the 
credit of the country,not only in seasons of 


prosperity, but in periods of stringency. 


12... 


eran , 
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He strongly supported the keeping of a 
reserve of specie in the vaults of the Gov- 
ernment,and thought that anything lost 
by keeping this reserve would be amply 
compensated by the confidence felt by the 
people in the notes issued. He thought 
the reserves should be based upon the 
amount of circulation. 


The House then went into Committee, 
Hon. Col. GREY in the chair. 


A long conversational debate on the 
question of what was the legal meaning of 
the words of the resolution followed, and 
lasted to 12.20. 


The amendments of the Hon. Finance 
Minister were adopted, and the resolu 
tions reported. Concurrence on Tuesday. 

Mr. MACKENZIE gave notice that when 
the Banking Bill came up he would move 


to strike out the special provision relating. 


to the Bank of British North America. 
The House then adjourned. 
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The SPEAKER took the chair at the- 


usual hour. 


HIS EXCELLENCY’S COMMISSION. 


After routine business, 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD moved an address - 
for a copy of His Excellency’s Commission - 


and the Royal Instructions which accom- 
panied the same. He said it was unne- 
cessary for him to explam at any length 
the reasons for moving for these docu- 
ments, inasmuch as it was obvious that 


the Governor General’s Commission and. - 


Instructions should form a part of the Re- 


cords of the House, to which reference 


might be had when required. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the copy of - 
the Commission could be brought down 


and such portions of the instructions as the 
Governor might see fit to communicate ; 


there might, of course, be portions which - 


could not be communicated. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN was glad the motion 
had been made,as there had been an extra- 


ordinary controversy going on in New 


Brunswick, as to whether the Lieutenant 
Governor had power to dissolve the As- 
sembly. The papers when produced would. 
settle this questionas m the commission 
to Lord Monck (and there was no doubt 
that to the Governor General was the 
same). The sixth paragraph is as follows:— 

VI. And We do hereby authorize you 4e «x- 
ercise, from time to time, as you’may judge ne- 
cessary, all powers belonging to Us, im respect 


* 


taste" 


of Assembling or Proroguing the Senate or the 


| Intercolontal 3 


House of Commons of Our said Dominion, and of 
Dissolving the said House of Commons; and we do 
hereby give the like authority to the several Lieu- 


tenant Governors for the time being, of the four 
- Provinces in Our said Dominion, with respect 


to the Legislative Councils or the Legislative or 
General Assemblies of those Provinces respec- 
tively. 

INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Hon Mr. DICKEY moved an address for 
astatement referring to sections four and 
‘seven respectively, of the Intercolonial 
Railway, showing : 


ist. Amounts of claims made to Com- 
ynissioners for work done, but wholly or in 
part unpaid by the contractors, from the 
several months from May last to the pre- 
sent date, distinguishing claims of such 
eontractors and amounts paid by sub-cun- 
tractors to labourers on these claims or 
remaining unpaid. 


2nd. Amounts of claims made to the | 
Commissioners for materials supplied for 


the work, and for the food of the men 
and horses, furnished for contractors, sub- 
-gontractors and workmen. 

8rd. Amounts paid by the Commission- 
ers on account of the foregoing claims re- 


- spectively; showing various notes of per- 


centage of payments on amounts claimed 
and balances due. 
4th. Amounts of monthly estimates of 


_ the work done by the contractors, and the 
- payments on account with dates. 


Sth. Amounts of monthly percentages 
returned under contracts, &. 

6th. Copies of correspondence in rela- 
tion to unpaid claims ; and 
- Ith. Copies of the minutes or reports 
by the Board of Commissioners to the 
Privy Council on unpaid claims. 


The mover said it was well known the 
-eontracts for4 and T sections had been 
given up, the contractors having broken 
down, as it had been foreseen they must, 
at the prices for which they had contracted. 
Inmaking his motion he had wished to 
eall the attention of the House to the 
fact that the labourers on these sections had 


: slot been paid in full, there being some 


months of arrears of pay duethem. It was 
of the greatest importance that these public 
works should be conducted to the satisfac- 
‘tion ofthe public, and especially of those 
who gave their labour, and he was sure it 
was the wish of all in the House that the 
Tabourers should be fully remunerated. 
He said that the work on Section 4 was 
carried on with more or less vigour from 
dune to September, when it became noto- 
rious that the labourers were only par- 


. tially paid. 
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‘public man to point out to individual 
| Commissioners, before their October meet- 
ing, the unsatisfactory state of things along | 


the line, and to ask that steps should be 
taken before winter set in, to close the 
contract unless the contractors paid up. 
Unfortunately, his warnings were un- 
heeded, the Commissioners listened to the 
contractors’ sanguine promises, and things 
were allowed to goonas before. Although 
it was strictly an interference on his part, 
he renewed these remonstrances in Novem- 
ber, but nothing was done until the middle 
of December, when the question settled 
itself, as every one but the Commissioners 
foresaw, by the contractor going down to 
Halifax with their cheque in his pocket, 


| drawing some six thousand dollars, and 


then stepping on board» the steamer for 
Portland. The result could readily be 
anticipated by the House. Some two hun- 
dred navvies turned out into the streets, 
and the public peace was for a time im- 
perilled. He (Mr. Dickey) had interfered 
on behalf of the men, and _ used his influ- 
ence to pacify them, in which he succeeded 


after communicating with the Board, and. 


making temporary provision for these un- 
fortunate people. Throughout, it had been 
his aim to get justice for the men, and to 
sustain the character of the Intercolonial 
and the honour of the Dominion, (hear, 
hear). If his efforts failed, he could not 
be held lable for the consequences. Tarly 
in January he (Mr. Dickey) received an 
authoritative assurance that the labourers 
would be paid in full; but a whole month 
elapsed before the per centages returned 
and the December work was paid out; 
and even then, for some reason which he 
hoped his hon. friend the Railway Com- 
missioner (Ifon. Mr. McLellan) would ex- 
plain, they were paid in proportions 
varying from twelve to fifty per 
cent. Some, he believed, had got nothing, 
and there was still a large arrear due, not 


merely for the current month, butin many _ 


cases for three or four months’ work. He 
had confined himself to a simple state- 
ment of facts, and carefully abstained from 
all comments on this unfortunate busi- 
ness. He beliéved the Commissioners are 
now well inclined, and the Government, 
he hoped, would be favourably disposed 
to do justice to the men whose labour and 
substance had gone into the construction 
of the work. There was a clause in the 
contract authorizing the Commissioners, 
where they believed the public peace en- 
dangered, or the safety of the works im- 
perilled, to pay all arrears of labourers’ 
wages, and as this was peculiarly a case of 
this sort, he trusted the power would be 
acted upon even at this late hour.  Be- 


; sides, there were sureties to fall back upon, 
He had felt it his duty as a| who ought to be made liable for all these 
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from the non-fulfilment of the contract. 


Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said, the return 
would be made, 

Hon. Mr. McLELAN said, there was no 
doubt a strong feeling in the country, 
wherein the ‘sections lay, at the 
non-payment of the _ labourers. It 
was certainly to be regretted that such 
claims existed, but neither the Govern- 
ment nor the Commissioners had foreseen 
that any body of labouring men would al- 
low arrears to accumulate. He believed 
there were about four months’ arrears. 
He then explained that ‘different’ pcr 
centages had been paid to men in conse- 
quence of some of them having been em- 
ployed by sub-contractors, who had been 
paid in part by thé original contractor 
himself. He said, some of the papers 
asked for had been left in Nova Scotia, 
and he was afraid some time must elapse 
_ before the return could be made. 


NOTES AND BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 


The House then went into Committee 
again on the Bill relating to Promissory 
Notes, and Bills of Exchange—Hon. Mr. 
HAMILTON, of Kingston, in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL explained the 
nature of certain verbal amendments 
which had been suggested to him, and 
which he had decided to adopt. 

Considerable discussion arose as to the 
amount of notarial fees for protesting, 
but it was finally agreed that the amount 
should be 75 cents; 50 cents for protest, 
and 25 cents for notice. The Bill is to 
come into operation on the 8th day of 
September following the date of its enact- 
ment. . 


The, Committee rose and reported the 
Bill as amended, concurrence to be taken 
on Tuesday next. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bul, an Act respecting 
Certificates of Masters and Mates. He 
said that the questions involved in the 
Bill were of great interest to shippers, 
merchants and ail classes of people in the 
Dominion, and there was the strongest 
necessity for the enactment of the Bill, 
a necessity which was fully recognised by 
the mercantile community. Referring to 
the Merchant Shipping Act of 1854 
(Great Britain), he said there was 
one provision, that no vessel could leave 
any portin the United Kingdom without 
having a Master and Mate on board who 
had passed ccvtain examinations before 
the Board of ‘trade tribunals. ‘This regu- 
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to qualify up to the required standard 
of eificiency. The practical result of that 
had been that only a very few ships that 
left British American ports for the United 
Kingdom could be brought back again by 
the same officers, as the qualifications of 
such officers did not come up to the requi- — 
red standard ;they could not obtain certifi- 
cates, and the ships had to be brought bacle 
by officers who were qualified, to the great 
inconvenience of owners. When it was 
considered that the tonnage of the 
Dominion ranked the fourth in the world, 
it would be readily admitted that such 
a Bill as that before the House was want- 
ed. He-did not think it necessary to review 
the various provisionsof the Bill, for he 
apprehended that all would see the neces- 
sity there was for legislation and fully ap- 
preciating the scope of the Bill. He might 
however say that the British Board of 
Trade had signified their readiness to re- _ 
cognise the validity of certificates grant- 


ed to Masters and Mates in the Domi. _ 


nion in accordance with the law passed by 
the Dominion Parl ament. 

Hon. Mr. LOCK! would ask the Min- 
ister of Marine if it was clear that the 
Act, when passed, would be considered 
substantial, and if certificates granted un- 
der it would be considered sufficient by 
the English Board of Trade, and if our mas- 
ters and mates would be on an equal foot- 
ing with ’English mariners ? 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY was afraid that if 
our tribunals of examination did not care-_ 
fully scrutinize candidates, and exact a 
good standard of efficiency, that our mas- 
ters and mates would fail to reach the stan- 
dard of an English Board. He would like 
to know what was the nature of the 
examinations in England, and what was 
to be proposed here ? He had no doubt 
but our young men were quite as capable 
and intelligent as any in the kingdom, but 
it would be necessary to put them through 
acourse of examination equal to the Eng- 
lish standard. Ifnot, he had some doubts 
whether the Minister of Marine would 
succeed in his object, for he remembered 
that a tribunal had been attempted in 
Nova Scotia, some years ago, for ex- 
amining masters and mates, but it failed, 
and he was afraid the Minister might fail. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—I don’t often 
fail. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY—Well, that might 
be so. Hedid not wish him to fail on 
tis, for he was really anxious that he 
should succeed. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said he was just 
as anxious as any of his honourable 
friends opposite could ba to make it as 
perfect as possible, for he felt that it was — 


set 


e- 
As 


A: 


. 519 Masters’ and Mates’ 


of the greatest importance to the ship- 
_ ping interests of the Dominion. He had 
many years ago endeavoured to bring this 


¥ very matter before the Canadian Govern- 


ment, and since he had been in the 


‘ Dominion Government the matter had 


been constantly in hismind. He then re- 


ferred to the correspondence which had 


_ taken place between the Dominion Goy- 
ernment and the British Board of Trade, to 


». 


_ show that every exertion had been made 


to place our masters and mates on equal 
footing with English mariners. He was 


- aware that Nova Scotia had tried to ac- 


~complish this very thing some years ago, 
_ but asshe made the effort alone, unsup- 
ahaa by other Colonies, she failed. The 


_ Dominion was ina very different position to 
“ Be Nova Scotia, and there was every reason- 


able guarantee that where the latter failed 


- the former would succeed. The British 


| _ the British authorities ask that we should |: 


Act, he said, did not provide that our 
examinations should be _ precisely the 
same as those in England, but merely that 
they should be equally efficient; nor did 


have an exactly similar tribunal of exam- 


ination; all that was stipulated for was that 
_ there should be the same efficiency. 


z ‘aon, Mr. 
_ British Act, to show that certain rules and 


McCULLY referred to the 


- yegulations were prescribed, and asked if 


the Minister had copies of them, and 
whether he proposed to embody them in 


the Bill. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said he proposed, 


as would be seen by the Bill to have rules 
established by the Governor in Council, 


to be altered as circumstances might re- 
guire, and he thought that was a bet- 
ter course than encumbering the Bill with 


such details (hear, hear). 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY asked where it was 
proposed to locate the Boards of Exam- 
imers. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said a Board for 
granting certificates would be located in 
each of the leading ports. His hon. 


_ friends, he said, could give any suggestions 


as to the improvement “of the Bill in com- 
- mittee, and he would have the greatest 


ation. 


~ 


recognized that there 


in England. 


pleasure in giving them his best consider- 
He could assure the House that 
nothing should be wanting on his part to 
secure the confidence of the mercantile 
and commercial community, by making 
the Bill as perfect as could be made. He 
then read a memorandum to show that 
the British Board of Trade did not wish 
to bind us strictly to the rules laid down 
in England, for those authorities fully 
were difterent 
circumstances in the Colonies to those 
He also read from a 
letter of a gentleman who represented the 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. . 
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show that the proposed action of the Do- 
minion was viewed favourably. He con- 
cluded by asking the House to agree to 
the principle of the Bill, and to leave the 
details of the measure for discussion in 
Committee. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said he hoped the 
House would not think he was trespassing 
upon their time and patience, but as the 
question was one of very great interest to the 
Maritime Provinces, he considered it his 
duty to give the measure full attention. 
He thought that the nearer we approached 
English legislation, the better, for English 
law was founded on experience and we 
should be safe to follow it. He suggested 
the insertion of a clause providing for the 
establishment of Boards for examination 
and the training of our young men in mat- 
ters relating to navigation, in fact, a Board 
in each Province, and he felt sure it would 
be impossible to over-estimate the benefits 
that would result from such institutions. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN would not like it to go 
abroad that the inland Provinces were not 
also interested in the matters before the 
House, for he apprehended that all the Pro- 
vinces were deeply and equally interested in 
having efficient classes of mariners. He 
fully concurred in the remark of his hon. 
friend (Mr. McCully,) that it was impor- 
tant to assimilate our legislation to that of 
England, especially in mercantile mat- 
ters; and to that end would - sug- 
gest that the Bill before the 
House be put back to the latest moment in 
order to see what would be the result of 
legislation which, as he understood the 
Minister of Marine to say, was going on 
there on matters before the House. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said, his hon. 
friend had misunderstood him. There was 
no legislation in progress, nor, as he was 
aware of, intended, in England on these 
matters. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN said, that being so, 
perhaps there was no necessity for delay. 
The principle of the Bill had his hearty 
approval as it had, he was sure, that of 
every mémber in the House, and the coun- 
try would approve of any steps which were 
taken to improve the efficiency of our sea- 
men. 


The Bill was then read a second time. 
LIGHT HOUSES, BUOYS AND BEACONS. 


The House then went into Committee, 
again, on the Bill relating to Light Houses, 
Beacons and Buoys, Hon. Mr. WARK in the 
chair. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said, as he had 
accepted all the amendments suggested 
by everybody, he supposed everybody 


a, 


‘ 


be no further opposition, (laughter.) 
Hon. Mr. RYAN said, -the Trinity 

House of Montreal was, he believed, not 

satisfied with the Bill. They did not like 


‘the idea of having powers taken from them 


thus abruptly, which the members had so 
jong exercised. He would therefore sug- 
gest a delay in the progress of the Bill until 
the Trinity Houses of Quebec and Mon- 
treal could be heard from on the matter, 
and he made the suggestion with the 
greater confidence, because the Minister 
of Marine expressed himself always ready 
to accommodate himself to everybody’s 
wishes. He confessed to a liking for Eng- 
lish practice, and thought that here, as 
in England, every interest which was af- 
fected by legislation, should be fully con- 
sidered, and that no individual or corpo- 
rate body should be condemned unheard. 
He also preferred the English practice of 
managing certain descriptions of local 
works through local bodies, under proper 
control, rather than to centralize in the 
Government administrative functions of 
every sort. 

Hon. Mr. BUREAU also had a liking 
for English practice, for he thought it 
good, but at the same time it should be 
considered that these Trinity Boards in- 
volved expensive management. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER asked whether, as 
the Bill contemplated makinz the Depart- 
ment of Marine a constructive one, it was 
the intention to erect a light-house at Bird 
Rocks, of wood, stone, iron or brick. 

Hon. Mr. MIPTCHELL—Of wood. 

Hon. Mr. FERRiER—Then he could 
say that would be a very grave mistake. 
A light-house built of wood in that local- 
ity would be subject to be burnt down or 
blown down, and if such a casualty were 
to happen, if there was no light, even for 
one night, the consequences might be very 
serious. All would remember the case of 
the Hungarian, which was wrecked off 
Cape Sable, owing to the negligence of the 
keeper in not shewing alight. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said this question 
was not within the scope of the Bill. He 
had submitted a scheme for the construc- 
tion of light houses, &c., and when that 
came before the House he would be pre- 
pared to discuss the whole matter. He 
might say, however, that the Government 
could not provide against all contingencies. 
A light might happen to be out for anight, 
whether the house was built of stone, 
wood or iron, for a keeper might go to 
sleep, or be negligent in one as well as 
the other, and loss of life and property 
might be the result. In reference to the 
Bird Rocks, he said that a light was badly 


wanted there, and the qneston was whether 
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o- 


it would be better to put up acheap one— 
at once, or wait until the resources of the 


country could afford a more expensive | 


one, say such a one as had been suggested 
by Mr. Page, at a cost of $50,000. He 
thought it was better to put up a cheap 
one. He had had some experience in 
these matters on the Maritime Coast, and 
felt confident that wooden light houses 
were efficient, and answered every neces- 
sary purpose, and was not at all afraid of 
their being blown down. He said that 
Mr. Hugh Allan, the largest shipowner in 


eh 
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the Dominion, thoroughly approved of 


cheap light houses, and had said by all 
means put up one on the Bird Rocks. 
With respect to delaying the Bill until the 
Trinity Boards had been heard from, he 
was prepared to admit that they were very 
respectable bodies ; he had the greatest 
respect for them, but still their manage- 
ment had been very expensive, and he 
could not see that delay was necessary. 
Hon. Mr. RYAN would not be drawn 
into any discussion as to the management 
of the Boards, nor was he prepared to say 
whether their management had been good 
or the contrary. All he insisted upon was, 
that the Boards should be heard in their 


own defence, and he accordingly asked 


for delay until Tuesday, in order that they 
might have time to remonstrate if they 
thought proper. | 


After some remarks from Hon. Mr. © 


MITCHELL, the Committee rose .and re- 


ported progress, and the House then ad-— 


journed. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 18, 1870. 


p.m. 
CORRECTION. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON begged to cor- 
rect the summary of the debate given in 
one of the city morning papers, in which 
he was represented as admitting, 
that if the Commercial 
advocated was adopted, the British empire 
could not be maintained. What he did 
say was that the prosperity and progress of 
the Colonies consequent upon such a 
policy would tend to preserve and consoli- 
date the empire. . 


PRINTING COMMITTEE REPORT. 
The Printing Committe’s report recom- 


mends the printing of certain documents 
laid before the House. 


policy he. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.35 
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a --‘Mr. DUFRESNE introduced the Bill to 
facilitate the incorporation of institutions 
RS of landed credit (credit foncie:.) 
Bethe PUBLISHING DEBATES. 
epee: 
Re, Jog fon. Dr. TUPPER asked leave to move 
ae for the adoption of the report of 
the Printing Committee, recommend- 


aoe ing that the tender by Mr. Cot- 
: ton for the printing and publishing of the 
_ debates 1 in French and English, which would 
be done at a cost of $10, 000 for 2 ,000 copies 
in English and 1,000 in French, 1,000 of 
the one and 500 of the other being distri- 
buted daily, and the remainder delivered 
bound at the end of the Session. 


Mr. M. C. CAMERON (Huron,) objected 
to the motion as being out of order. He 
intended to oppose the report altogether. 


After a few words from the Hon. Sir 
_ GEORGE Kk. CARTIER, the motion was 


a 


PAYMENTS TO BANK OF MONTREAL. 


Mr. YOUNG moved that the returns 
WC MERSIN: 76 payments to the Bank of Montreal 
ye “ey be referred to the Public Accounts Com- 
DES: “mitice. 


aR, NAVIGABLE STREAMS. 

ic. ny . 
x. Oe Me CARTWRIGHT: introduced. a, Bill 
mA for the better protection of navigable 
‘Citi oy ‘ams and rivers. 


SUPREME COURT BILL. 


Hon. Sir JOUN A. MACDONALD intro- 
duced a Bill to establish a Supreme Court 
of Appeal for the Dominion. He said the 

- -measure submitted to Parliament last ses- 
sion, was rather more for the purpose of 
- suggestion and ‘consideration, than for a 
- final measure, which Gover nment hoped to 
_ become law; "but had been carefully re- 
vised, the suggestions aud critticisms of 
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in a the different benches in the Dominion 
having been carefully considered. He 
its 

mise ‘might mention that some early copies of 
i ee the measure had been distributed quite 
ea irregularly, and he would warn hon. 
a7 oo 

eae gentlemen who might have got any 
Be of these copies, that they were 
Me - defective in many respects. The 
MN es chief object of the measure was the 


_ establishment of a Court of Error and Ap- 
ea peal for the whole Dominion, from Pro- 
-yincial Courts, under power co nferred upon 
- this Parliament by the 104th clause of the 
_ British North America Act. He did not pro- 
a Ac Ba to discuss the measure until it was in 
the hands of members, but he would 
ra aaei explain its provisions. The Court 


tr, eas 
i f . 
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might fairly arise. 


is to he eee of a ‘Chief spores and 
As to the number of the 


six Judges. 
Bench a good deal of difference of opinion 
The amount of busi- 
ness thrown upon the Court at first, could 
not be expected to be very large, and it 
might, perhaps, be held that seven Judges 
was too large a Bench. 
was a fair subject for discussion by the 
House. One of the reasons for fixing the 
number at seven, was, that it would be 


At any rate that - 


the Court of Appeal for the whole Domin- — 


ion; not merely for the four Provinces 
now in the Dominion, but also for those 


other British North American Provinces. 


which we may confidently hope with- 
in a short time to be embraced within 
our bounds. It was of great import- 
ance that this Court should have the 
confidence of the people andthe profession 
in all the Provinces. And while it would 
be impossible and unwise that there should 
be a cast iron rule, by which every Proy- 
ince should be represented upon the 
Bench, yet it was expedient, and greatly 
conducive to the popularity of the Court, 
and to its usefulness, to have as far as 
possible, the different Bars in the different 
Provinces, represented upon the bench. 
Then again, in Ontario, where the system 
of Courts involved a separation of equity 
and common law, it might be considered 
of great importance, if not of absolute 
necessity, that the Bars of equity and com- 
mon law should both be represented upon 
the Bench of the Supreme Court. Then 
in the Province of Quebec there were two 
different systems of law, the French law 
in civilcases, and the criminal law, which 
was based upon English criminallaw. The 
commercial law of that Province was also 
assimilated in its principles to the com- 
mercial ‘law of England. So that there 
were two distinct sources of law in 
the Province of Quebec. The law of the 
Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 


wick, like the law of Ontario, was based » 


on the common law of England. In New 
Brunswick there was a complete union of 
law and equity, and almost complete 
union in Nova Scotia, It was however a 


matte: for the calm, and full 
consideration of the House and 
country, whether it should be so large 


as the Bill provided. The principal ob- 


ject of course being to establish a Court of 


final appeal from the various Provincial 
Courts of Appeal, the clauses connected 
with that branch of the 
given in full length. With respect to 
the original jurisdiction of this Court the 
Bill as introduced last session included a 
great number of subjects which on full 
consideration it was found wise to omit, 
and confine the original jurisdiction to. 


the causes in which the Crown is party, sa 


subject were 


f 
“a 
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eae ae 


jlegal effect. 


Y 


such as 


ted with the Post Offices and other 
great public departments, administered 
after the some fashion as causes between 
the Crown and the people are conduc- 
ted in. Courts of Exchequer 
in England. There were two clauses in 
the Bill respecting constitutional questions, 
which he read, and which were to the 
effect, that the Court should not have the 


| power of vetoeing any Act of the Legisla- 
‘tures, but that the Crown might ask the 


opinion of the Court onany disputed point, 
which opinion, however, was to have no 
In the public press and pub- 
lic mind generally, there had been an idea 
that one of the chief functions of this 
Court was to try the constitutionality of the 
Acts of the different Provincial Legislatures 
and of the Parliament of the Dominion. 
That idea was cx necessitat: to a great ex- 
tent erroneous. Under the Act of Union 
we had no power to confer any such autho- 
rity or jurisdiction upon the Supreme Court. 
And if it be found advisable at any time 
that such a power be conferred as is 
conferred by the constitution of the 
United States upon thea Supreme Court of 
that. country, that power could 
only be given by the Imperial Parliament. | 
The only mode in which theconstitutional- 
ity of any Act of the Provincial Legislature 
could be brought before a tribunal in 
Canada, or any of the tribunals in any of 
the Provinces, would be for persons in- 
terested in a suit between parties in a 
matter founsied upon the Act, to resist the 
execution 0 the law on the ground that 
it was unconstitutional, and therefore he 
was not bound by it; and then the ques- 
tion would come legitimately before the 
Supreme Court as a Court of Appeal. 
But there was no mode under the Union 
Act of conferring original jurisdiction in 


such matters upon this Court. "There- 


this 
which 


fore, in 


powers 


Bill, 
were 


all those 
inserted in 
the’ Act, as printed last  ses- 
sion have been omitted. The two 
clauses which he hid readto the House 
enabling the Governor General in Council 
to send before the Court any special case 
analogous to the practice that prevails m 
England, when the Crown can atany time 
invite not only the opinion of the judges, 
but also of the Judicial Committee of 
the Privy Council on any special case, for. 
the information of the Crown. ‘The 
judges or the Judicial Committce grant a 
certificate containing their opinion upon 
the points submitted to them, but such 
a certificate would not have the effect ofa 
udgment. It would only be the opinion 
of the Court for the information of the 


revenue causes, causes connec- certificate of the court would have 


Crown, leaving to the Crown the responsi- 
bility to act upon it or disregard it. The 
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effect, though nota legal effest er the 
“rovincial Courts and upon the whole cor. 
munity, because the Court, being a Courk 
of Appeal, the same point could be te 
ferred to them as a last resort, and their 
opinion would not be likely to change, 
though, of course, they would not be 
bound to their original opinion, if »tter 
hearing the arguments in the case amd 
upon more mature deliberation, they saw 4% 
to change or modify it. He would not 
trouble the House with any remarks as te 
the machinery by which it was proposed te 
carry out the provisions of the Bill. There 
was the simple ready system of summary 
appeal, which he thought ought to be en- 
couraged as much as possible. 
old form of a writ of error and appeal was 
maintained, because it was well known im 
the practice of all the Provmcees, and it 


would not be well to sweep it 
away suddenly. It would be. im- 


possible to do so without interfering 
with the practice in the Provinces. But 
all the professional gentlemen who heard 
him would agree with him that the general 
current of authority was to do away with 
everything ofthat kind—to do away with 
the almost obsolete system ofa writ of 
error, and versions of other old writs which 
were calculated rather to impede tham 


assist justice; and to encourage, ag 
much as_ possible, a system of 
ready, summary and inexpensive ap- 


peals -from the lower Courts to the 
higher. The provision of the Bill, although 
it was omitted in the copies that had irreg- 
ularly got out, was that the Provincial ap- 
peal should be exhausted before there 
could be an appeal tothis Court. Inother 
words, that there should be an appeal to 
this Court from any Court of original juris- 
diction in the Provinces till the case had 
gone through the regular process from 
the Court of original jurisdiction te ali 


the different Courts of Appeal in the Prov- — 


inces: so that the appeal should only be 
from the final Court of Appeal in the Prov- 
inces, except by the consent of the par- 
ties, in which case there would be no ob- 
jection to bring the case directly from the 
Court of original jurisdiction to the 
Supreme Court. With these remarks he 
would move the first reading of the Bill. 
Mr. BLAKE expressed his satisfaction 


with the amendments that had been made, — 


respecting original jurisdictions in various 
matters. The Hon. Minister of Justice 
had made an observation with respect to 
the Supreme Court of the United States, 
which he (Mr. Blake) thought was hardly 
correct. As far as he understood it, in the 
Constitution of the Supreme Court of the 
United States, it had no power to deter- 
mine a case, except upon a case brought 
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it between parties, and then the question 
eoraes up of the constitutionality, or un- 


eonstitutionality of an Act of the Legis- 


Jature. | 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, if 
the Supreme Court gave its opinion, that 
an Act is against the constitution, that 
decision is final in any case afterwards, and 
that Act cannot be invoked as law in any 


- part of the union afterwards. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON, (Peel) asked, 


_ whether there was any provision with re- 


gard to the veto power by the Dominion 
Government upon Acts of Local Legisla- 
ture, exactly in the same way asin cases 


Jaid before the Judicial Committee of the 


Privy Council, He had been in England 
respecting the Act relating to the Synod of 
the Diocese of Toronto, to which the Crown 


@tficers had determined to refuse 
assent when it was referred to the 
Privy Council, as to whether they 


should advise the Crown to assent to 
the appeal or not. They advised that it 
should be assented to, though this was 
against the opinion of the Crown officers. 
‘Phere was no reason why it should not be 
the same here. There was ‘no provision in 


_ the Bill by which the Local Legislatures 


..Y 


_or Local Government could submit a case 


to the Supreme Court without the consent 
ef the Dominion Government, and he did 
not see why there should not be such pro- 
visions, unless there were strong reasons 
against it. The Dominion Government 
might not desire to have such a case sub. 
mitted, and by long delays could prevent 
its submission. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


the veto power was conferred upon the 


€rown, and the Crown must be governed, 
or ought tobe governed by the same rea 
sons that govern the Crown in England. 
The Court has no power of stating author- 
itatively to the Crown that a Bill should 
be allowed or disallowed. The Crown may 
mm this country either allow or disallow a 
Bill of its own accord, or can refer any 
question of law to the Imperial Court and 
wpon their certificate—which would be a 
document or instrument analagous in all 


respects to the certificate of the judicial 


committee of the Privy Council—the 
Crown will be guided in acting upon it. 


- Court would decide, only questions as to 


the constitutionality of Provincial Acts, or 
would itextend to Acts of the Dominion 
of Canada. 


_ Hon: Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


—asregards Acts passed by the Dominion 


Parliament, under the system of responsi- 


ble Government, the Crown must assent to 


Bills, although there is an older power, 
‘possessed by the Crown, which has never 


_ Mr Blake. 
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been formally abdicated, by which it: oases i 


refuse assent; but this power has, recent-. 
ly, never been exercised and never will be 
exercised; for it would produce a revolu- 

tion if the Crown were to veto the de- 

liberate action of the two branches of the 
Legislature. The power to reject or 
affirm exists in England, but it has never 
been exercised. It would be a difficult 
thing for any responsible Minister to ad- 
vise the Crown to reject any measure 
passed by the | Lords.and Commons. In 
our colonial existence there is a power re- 

served to the Governor, under his in- 

structions, which does not exist, even to 


ithe Sovereign herself, that is the power. 


ofreservation. Here the Governor General, 
under instructions, can reserve 4 measure 
for the consideration of the Crown. It 
is well understood that as the 
Sovereign cannot be before us in person, 
she must exercise her power by her rep- 
resentatives, and it is quite consistent with 
our colonial existence for the representa- 
tive of the Crown to reserve any measure 
for the consideration of the Crown itself. 
But, with that single exception, that the 
Governor General may reserve acts for the 
consideration of the Crown—the Governor 
General is bound to act upon the advice 
of his constitutional advisers, and no 
constitutional Ministers can advise the 
rejection of any measure which has re- 
ceived the sanction of the Commons and 
Senate of Canada. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON (Peel) asked . 
whether the Government had had under 
consideration the question of appeal to 
England ? Whether they intended, when 
the Supreme Court was established here, 
to ask for the repeal of. the Imperial Sta- 
tute, by whichappeal to England was now 
made? Whether the judgment of the 
Supreme Court here was final, or whether 
a case was still liable to be taken across 
the Atlantic to the Privy Council ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
we had no power to deprive a British sub- 
ject of the right of going to the foot of the 
Throne for redress, and he would be sorry 
to see that power abdicated. It would 
give great confidence to our own fellow- 
subjects, coming from the Mother Country 


to thi try, to } in this (to th 
Mr. BLAKE inguired if the Supreme | DAE COULTY, 60, RO Lai ae ee 


a comparatively foreign country, that they 
would be protected in the last resort by 
an appeal to the tribunals they know. With 
every respect to the distinguished men 
who composed our courts, he thought it was 
a great advantage to our Provincial Courts 
to resort to the body of great and good 


‘men who compose the Courts of England. 


He thought it better that the right ofap- — 
peal to the foot of the Throne should con. 


tinue; for, so long as that continues, ‘wee? 
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our Courts will be obliged to look 
up to the decisions of the great 
Courts of England as an authority, and not 
merely read, as are the decisions of some 


Courts, and valued simply for their intrin- 
sic merit from the reasons contained in 
them. ‘ He thought this was very import- 
ant—especially in a country like ours, to 
have such a mens of uniformity of law as 
to hive the decisions of the great Courts 
of England as our authority. The same 
practice would be followed in the Supreme 
Court of the Dominion as in the Privy 
Council, in regard to expediting cases of 
appeal, and in preventing harassing and 
wearying appeals, and delays in unimport- 
ant matters. 

Mr. BLAKE inquired if the Bill proposed 
to provide, that an intermediate stage of 
appeal shall be necessary; or if a case 
could be appealed to the ultimate Court at 
once. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was desirable that all the Courts of Appeal 
-in the different Provinces should be ex- 
hausted before they came to the Highest 
Tribunal—the ultimate Court of Appeal on 
the other side of the water. 


Mr. BLAKE asked whether a man could 
appeal directly from the ultimate Court 
of Appeal in his own Province to the Privy 
Council, or was he obliged to go through 
_ the Supreme Court. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was not obligatory to come to the Supreme 
Court, unless it might be so provided an 
appeal could be made from any Court of 
Record to the Privy Council. 


The Bill was read a first time, and the 
second reading fixed for Tuesday next. 


SICK MARINERS. 


Hon. Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the third reading of the Act, to amend the 
Act, respecting the treatment of sick and 
diseased Mariners; and_ said in refer- 
ence to the question of the member 
for Lambton, as to a check on improper 
persons obtaining access to the Hospitals, 
that the Bill provided, that no person 
_ would be admitted except on the certifi- 
cate of the Collector of Customs, that he 
was a seaman on board the ship to which 
~ he represented himself to belong. 

“The 
passed. 


Bill was read a third time and 


ELECTION OF MEMBERS. 


Mr. MILLS resumed the debate on the 
second reading of the Bill respecting the 
election of members of the House of Com- 


mons. He said he felt some embarrass- 
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ment, knowing the views he entertained 

on the subject were not shared by many in - 
the House. In regard to the qualifi- 
cation; while the question ought to be 


Chane 


defined what he had. In asking the aid 
of a professional man, the first question 
was as to his capability, not as to his pos- 
session, and that seemed to have been 
overlooked in this case. In England, he 
admitted there should be some relation 
between representation and taxation, ow- 
ing to the old custom of laying ona land 
tax on the boroughs. But here the chief 
part of the taxation was indirect, and the 
man who smoked a cigar, or who wore a 
shirt, paid taxes and could claim in this 
way the right to be represented, and there- 
fore it was unphilosophical and absurd 
to say that only the property of another 
should be admitted as the qualification. 
He could not understand why such a rule 
should exist in municipal bodies which 
dealt only with questions of property, but 
not that it should be laid down for a body 
dealing on a subject affecting personal 
rights and liberty. It was said that every 
one should have a stake in the country, 
and this he admitted, but this every sober, 
industrious man had, and suchaone might 
take as much interest in the Government 
as the men who possessed great wealth. 
The member for Argenteuil had complain- 
ed that the Bill did not go far enough, 
that a large number would be disfranchised 
and that on the ground of intelligence 
men should be admitted to the franchise. 
He (Mr. Mills) admitted, with the Minister 
of Justice, that the franchise was not a 
right but a trust. But he could not see 
what right they had to exclude those who 
could show by their intelligence, they 
were qualified, for this intelligence,not the 
mere accident of property, should give 
such a right. There were many reasons 
why they should extend the franchise here 
that did not exist in Britain ; there was an 
unlimited area; there was no class neces- 
sarily paupers, and there was nomore in- 
dependant class anywhere than were the 
ordinary day labourers. It would be a libel 
on the educational advantages and institu- 
tions’ ofr. the country, if they 
attempted to maintain that there was 
a large cliss not qualified to exercise 
the franchise. Nor did the emigration 
leave them any reason for fear, that it 
would act prejudicially in the general 
body of the people. Even suppose that 
they were ignorant, they were too few in 
number to affect the general vote. The 
Minister of Justice refused to recognise 
the great impulse that the franchise gave 
to the people. Even amid much evil that 
might exist where universal suffrage pre-_ 
vailed, he contended that modern society 


great lawyers’ or of the United States; what a voter was, the answer in the Bill 


‘that better laws 
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sibly, for the more the franchise was extend- 
the. ,more were. the _ efforts 
the good and wise increased, 
did also the responsibility 
those who governed and controlled  so- 
ciety in the welfare of society. Sucha 
franchise would unite all classes, and not 
eut adrift the lower classes from those 
above them, a levelling, but a levelling 
up, not down. The greatest obstacle to 
the advance of the country, proceeded not 
from those who would be benetited by the 
franchise, but by the wealthy classes who 
formed rings to perpetuate worn-out legis- 
lation. Wouldthe Government insist on 
such conditions from those who might 
be called upon to enter the militia, as 
they did from those whosought the sufirage. 
Gladstone observed that the success of the 
Northern Republic in the late war, was 
due to the extension of the franchise, be- 
cause whether the people had _pro- 
perty or not, it had avoice in the Gov- 
ernment of the Country. The excellence 
of representative institutions, was not 
could be made, a 
few able men might make these better; 
a despot might have a cheaper Government 
than the hiinister of Justice gave them. 
But a representative Government was a 
great school for the people, yet they pro- 


of 


posed to let the most iinportant time pass 


among the class whom this Bill proposed to 
exclude. It was the young men, under 


21 years, who were without debt or res- 


ponsibility to whom they refused the 
franchise, and offered it to them when the 
cares of life and itsstruggles prevented 


- them from giving such attention to the 


prosperity of the country was not due to | 


happen. 
_ decided, should, in Ontario, not have less 


subject they were called to vote upon. The 
the tisheries or to agriculture alone, but 
to the education of the people. All the 
evils spoken ofas existing in the United 
States were drawn from New York, which 


‘was all the United States to many Cana- 
‘dians, and for this the immense emigra- 
tion was in great part accountable. 


Even 
with this he thought the country, with the 
extended sufirage, would compare favour- 
ably with that where it was less so, and 
under it they had raised the level of the emi- 


grants, who many of them came ignorant 
and untrained to any political life. ‘The Bill 
before them with regard to machinery was 

unsatisfactory. It seemed to change the 


qualification arbitrarily, as for instance, in 
the franchise in towns and _ cities many 
might be disfranchised without any 
change in their property. Ifa town became 
a city, and on the incorporation of 
every new town, the same thing might 
Then, again, a town, it might be 


than 5,000 of a ‘population, while in New 
eM, Melis: 


Biembwioe’ i ere te re 000. . 
rietor may be disfranchised, while his ten- 
Now they had pro- e 


of 


ant may have a vote. 
posed that an income of $400 was to give 


a vote, butit now turned out that this was _ * 


only if it represented capital, while per- 
sonal property derived from industry was 
deprived of it. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
that the franchise was given to any one 
having an annual salary or income, not. 
the aggregate amount of days’ wages. 


Mr. MILLS said it was objected to use 
the local machinery because the Govern-_ 
ment had no control over it to direct it; 
yet they had in other matters, they had 
exerted control over the local officers in 
respect to legal duties. 
Government did the same thing, and no 
inconvenience had been feit to arise from 
it. The member for West Toronto had 
argued that there ought to be uniformity, 
but there was no uniformity i in individual 
qualifications, and if not necessary in in- 
dividuals, he did not see why it was 
necessary in the Provinces. He referred 


to the dissatisfaction that would arise from — 


the disfranchisement of young men in 
Ontario, ten per cent. ofthe whole in 
rural constitutencies being young men 
who were assessed on their father’s pro- 
perty. It was against the law, but public 
opinion out ran the law, and they had the 
franchise. By the present Bill they will 
be excluded. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked 
if he (Mr. 
done contrary to law. 

Mr. MILLS spoke of law in a Hate 
sense—a higher law. f 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD asked 
if he meant fraud on an assessor was @ 
new moral sense? 

Mr. MILLS then attacked the Govern-. 
ment for arousing again, the discontent 
that had existed in Nova Scotia. They 
had expected the opening up of trade 
with South America, the South of Europe 


and elsewhere, and in this way their dis- | 


content might have been allayed by their 
material progress. In Prince Edward Is- 
land every man paying road tax had a 
vote; in Newfoundland every householder 
voted. Yet they asked the people of 
these Provinces, out of their great love for 
Confederation, 
themselves. 
Hon. Sir. JOHN 


perhaps he would ee to have universal ~ 
suffrage as in British Columbia. i} 


Mr. MILLS, certainly he would, and 
he believed the opinion was leading in the — 
right direction. He advocated the fran-\; 
chise being left to ee oe ye oe 


aay 


The American — 


Mills) wished to sanction acts — 


to vote to disfranchise — 


. MACDONALD said 
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_ the hon. gentleman opposite. 


sone Th, ai 3 
tures, any objection to the provisions being 


“thus more easily reached as the Local 


Houses were more amenable to public 
» opinion than that of the Dominion. In 
~ New Brunswick the ballot should be more 


respected, and he believed if the officers 
of the Crown were to vote, the ballot 


would be absolutely necessary. Other- 
wise their votes would be simply so many 


placed in the hands of the Government. 
There was much to be said in favour of 
open voting, but he warned the House 
that if the officers of the Government 
were to yote, they would introduce the 


¥ 0 system so much objected to in the United 


States, if these officers changing with each 
administration to the great detriment of 
the service. With respect to simultan- 
eous voting, having all the elections on 
one day, he did not deny the indepen., 
dence of the people of this country, but 
the country was liable to be overrun with 
camp-followers, who be.ng intent on booty 
would plunder the dead,,and kill the 
wounded. These men were not suchas 
would be disfranchised. They occupied a 


higher strata, but were trusting to this for 


a living, being too indolent to work, and 
too proud to beg. He objected to the 


- continuance of the system in existence, as 


by it the Government constituencies were 


first taken, and the fighting could be all 


done on one side. 
It being six o'clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. MILLS resumed.—He said he had 
no doubt, the Bill would have most mis- 
chievous effects in the Maritime Provinces, 
where the defranchisement of many, now 


enjoying full electoral privileges, would 


create a formidable party among those 
who had made up their minds to accept 
the situation. There was no doubt, if any 


_ chance were offered of withdrawing from 


the Union, the Anti-party would be as 
strong as when the House first sat. He 
did not object to the member for 
Hants-joining the Government, but he 


thought it a most unjudicious step, on the 


part of the Government, to promote an 
hon, gentleman from this House to the 
Senate, making the latter a sort of Mag- 
dalen asylum for gentlemen seduced by 
This House 
must be very careful as to what laws were 
passed that might have the effect of 
further annoying the people of the Lower 
Provinces. Every householder in New- 


' foundland has now a vote, yet the hon. 


gentleman opposite asked them to come 
into the Union to be disfranchised. The 
position of the Government -all along, 
seemed to be, that they considered this 
Parliament, as thit of old Canada, con- 


LAO 


tinued. He thought it most unjudicious 
and unfriendly to say before hand, what 
the electoral franchise shall be in the Pro- 


vinces, not yet in the Union; to tell them, 


in fact, that their influence here shall not 
be felt. He called the attention of the 
House to the irrelavency of the francivice 
proposed. He thought that the Minister 
of Justice could, with propriety, adopt 
the franchise of the local Houses. His 
opinion was that the time was not far off, 
when every man in the country would 
have a vote, when the political sentiment 
of the country would not be demoralised 
by the registration system. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—The hon. gentleman 
says that itis desirable that the elections 
should not be simultaneous and on one 
day, because it would deprive persons 
having votes in different constituencies 
from exercising the franchise in more than 
one constituency. Should he not then, to 
be logical, provide for the elections to take 


place in each constituency on successive 

days, so as to give full opportunity for all 

having the franchise in different constitu- 

enciés (hear, hear). 

_ Hon. Col. GRAY—Why this would be 

impossible ; it is the reductio ad absurdum. 
Hon. Mr. WOOD—It is reducing your 


argument ad absurdum (hear, hear and — 


laughter). 

Hon. Col. GRAY thought that the’ House 
was indebted to the hon. member for Both- 
well for awakening an interest in another 
subject of discussion than the one they had 
for the last seven or eight days (hear.) If 
every man were an educated man, and if 
there were no moral wrong, then the 
theories of the hon. gentleman would be 
right. But they must take men as they 
were, and look at the interest a man had 
in the country in which he resided. The 
possession of property was an evidence of 
capacity of an interest in the country to be 
afiected by legislation, and should serve as 
a criterion on which the franchise should 
be based (hear, hear). As to the argument 
that the proposed franchise was different 
from that of Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward Island, with whom we were negoti- 
ating to enter the Dominion. He (Col. 
Gray) would say that it would be absurd 


ive frame a measure not based upon the 


wishes, the wants, or the interests of the 
4,000,000 of the Dominion, but on the local 
practice of a population not larger than two 
of our counties in Ontario, and of Provin- 
ces which refused to join us (hear, hear). If 
the Government had brought down a mea- 
sure of that character, it would be absurd. 
One might as well ask the people of the 
United States to frame their laws on the 


customs of the inhabitants of the Fejee 
‘Islands. If there were any attempts to de 
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prive the people of the Maritime Provinces 
of their rights, as the member for Both- 
well seemed pleased to intimate, there 
were men from those Provinces, their own 
representatives, who were perfectly able 
to look after their interests. The people 
of New Brunswick were content with the 
franchise as they had it, and the franchise 
there was based on the £100 qualification, 


mixed of real and personal estate or in- 


come—and incase of land of $100. In 
Ontario the franchise had always been 
connected in some way or other with the 
land. 
chise went further, and was based on sal- 
ary and income. The principle of the Bill 
was to extend to Ontario the same ad- 
vantages which were possessed by the 
Maritime Provinces (hear, hear). 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The franchise for 
the counties remains the same as it is now 
in Ontario—$100. 

Hon, Col. GRAY said that the provisions 
of the Bill were more liberal to Ontario 
than those of the Act passed by their own 
Legislature last winter. In this respect this 
Bill represented the interests of Ontario 
better than their own Legislature repre- 
sented them. 

Mr. MACKENZIE -Hear, hear. 


Hon. Col. GRAY—Another principle of 
the Bill was to prevent the floating popula- 
tion of the country from controlling the af- 
fairs of the country, by making residence a 
qualification of voting. Registrationas well 
as residence and property was required. 
If the representatives of Ontario were pre- 
pared to adopt the principle of universal 
suffrage, then he would say that the peo- 
ple of the Maritime Provinces would not 
have it (hear, hear). Those people 
were determined that practical and not 
theoretical qualifications should be the re- 
sult of voting. 


Mr. MILLS—But you would employ these 
men who have no property to defend the 
country? (Hear, hear.) 

Hon. Col. GRAY said he would trust 
every man brought up in the country to 
defend it even if he had not a shilling, 
(hear, hear.) 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—Yes, ther would be 
good for fighting. 


Hon. Col. GRAY said at the time of the 
Fenian invasion the volunteers of New 
Brunswick, who were prepared to come to 
the aid of: Canada, were all men who had a 
stake in the country. ‘They were the men 
on whom the country could depend more 
than on the floating population. Another 
good principle in the Bill was its uniform- 
ity. The great want they sought in Con- 
federation was a uniformity of interests, 


~ and there was no mode by which we could 
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so well perpolunts difftrentess as to keep up 


difierences in the exercise of the franchise. 


The whole tendency of modern legislation 


in England was uniformity in the fran- 
chise. 


thought, the results of centuries, existed, 
to produce uniformity at once; but in the 


great’ Reform Bill introduced by Lord ~ 


It was difficult in a country where 
old customs, and prejudices, and habits of” 


Grey in 1832, in England—and which in ~ 


the same session, was extended to Scot- 
land and Ireland—uniformity was sought 


las much as possible, the franchise in all 
In the Maritime Provinces the fran- | was extended to leaseholders: and ten 


pound householders—and the tendency 
to extend in the same direction for each 
had continued since. As to the United 
States, there was no country in the world 
in which there was such uniformity of the 
franchise, viz: universal suffrage. 
believed if there were one point of excel- 
lence in the Bill which ought to be admir- 
ed more than another 1t was uniformity of 
franchise. As to the proposed system of 
registration,it had been said that an army of 
Government officials would be appointed to 
carry out this work in the interests of the 
Government (hear, hear). It was well 
known that the Assessors—who had been 


bbe tg 


suggested—were frequently elected by 


party, for the very purpose of influencing 
the registration. But the members of the 
Government who would appoint the Pre- 
parers of the Electoral lists and the Revi- 
sors would be amenable to the House, and 
that House to the country. It has been 
thrown out that the County Judges would 
be the Revisors—men above suspicion. 
The Bill preposed that there should be 


only one day for voting, and there could © 


be no doubt as to the propriety of that 
enactment. But he did not think that 
there could be so much said on behalf of 
simultaneous polling (hear, hear). A 
man who owned property in several dis- 


tricts had an inherent right to votein each | 


of these districts, and should not be de- 
prived of it, representation is based upon 
taxation. If there were simultaneous poll- 
ingin one day, such aman would be de- 
prived of his right, although he had to bear 
his share of the taxation in each of the dis- 


tricts in which he held property. He came ~ 


to another point which was not included 
in that Bill, he alluded to the ballot which 
was in operation in New-Brunswick. Some 
18 years ago he voted against the ballot, 
in the Legislature of New Brunswick, he 
must say, with a little prejudice against it; 
but he had found that for 18 years it had 
worked pretty well. It was a simple and 
easy mode of carrying on an election ; but 
at the same time, it was subject to some 
abuse. 
abuse by personation. 


Inthe first place it was liable to | 


Mr, MACKENZIE—This could be done i 
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under any system, and is no argument 
against the ballot (hear). 

Hon. Col. GRAY admitted the fact, and 
said he did not use it as an argument against 
the ballot, but simply to show it did not 

eure all the evils which were said to abound 


in open voting. He would vote for the 
ballot again. There was another abuse of the 
ballot, and that was making dead people 


vote. 


_ - Province used it; let them retain it. 


o 


~ apparently been overlooked or not suffi- ; 


~ that could be devised. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is done here. 
- 15,000 dead men voted in Quebec some 


sixteen years ago (great laughter). 


Hon. Col. GRAY said that although he was 
“in favour of the ballot he would not be in 
favour of forcing it upon three millions of 
people if they did not like it. His own 
He 
had now brought the main features of the 
Bill before the notice of the House, and 
would admit that itwas not a perfect Bill. 
In some of its details, when in Committee, 
it might have to be amended. It would 
be all the better for that. The historian 
Froude, laid it down that it was the most 
-unfortunate legacy a statesman could 
leave his country when he left it a measure 


which was incapable of being improved. 


He hoped that the measure would cement 
the people of the country together and 


Fe. make them feel that their individual in- 


terests were best maintained by the gen- 
eral welfare of the Dominion (applause). 


Mr. SIMARD explained that the election 
referred to, had been violently conducted, 
and that the roll books had been seized, 
but that the committee of enquiry had en- 
tirely exonerated him from blam2. (Hear 


® . hear). 


Hon. CHARLES CONNELL said the mea- 
sure now before the House was of vast im- 
portance to the people of the Dominion, and 
the Bill, therefore, deserved the most se- 
rious consideration. There were of course 
some provisions which he desired to see 
changed, but in the observations made by 

the members for St. John and for Bothwell, 
they had gone so fully into the theory and 
practice involved that it was not desirable 
for him to go fully into the question at 
the present stage of the proceedings. He 
had risen chiefly for the purpose of speak- 
ing with regard to a few points that had 


ciently explained. With regard to the pro- 
posed machinery, he believed it to be too 
complicated and too expensive. He thought 
that in use in the Province of New Bruns- 
wick was as simple and inexpensive as any 
By it the assessors 
of the different municipalities were charg- 
ed with the duty of making up the lists 
which were afterwards corrected and mo- 


_-dified by the revisors, wherever a necessity 


arose for doing so. 
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ducted in a very simple manner, and the 
whole machinery was attended with little 
expense. In the county which he had the 
honour to represent, and which contained 
a population of 20,000, the whole expense 
was only about $200. By the present bill 
the machinery would be much more com- 
plicated and the expense greatly increased. 
There did not appear, either, to be any 
mode of apportioning the districts pre. 
scribed, although he presumed that each 
county would be treated as a district, 
there being no indication in the Bill t» the 


" contrary. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that each constituency would be regirded 
as a district. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL said with respect to 
the franchise in New Brunswick which the 
hon. member for St. John said was the same 
as that provided by this Bill, he thought 
the honourable gentleman was mistaken. 
In New Brunswick there was a diversity of 
qualification. It might arise from the pos- 
session of real estate worth $100; or from 
personal property, such for instanse a 
house worth $400 built on leased land, a very 
frequent occurrence there; or from goods 
and chattels in a house of the same value, or 
from the possession of $400 a year income, ei- 
ther as salary or otherwise. The election law, 
as it stood, gave very great satisfaction in 
New Brunswick, but such changes as were 
here contemplated, would disfranchise 
many of those who were best qualified to 
vote, and would otherwise give eminent 
dissatisfaction. He noticed in the Bill that 
the Minister of Justice provides that for 
polling purposes the districts are to be 
so divided that 600 shall vote at each pol- 
ling place. He believed that this would 
be found to be a most objectionable provi- 
sion. In many parts of the country, which 
were thinly settled, there would probably be 
many neighbourhoods in which there were 
not 50 electors, so that in order to exercise 
the right of franchise it would not unfre- 
quently happen that the people would 
have to travel 20 or 30 miles, at very great 
inconvenience and practically to the exclu- 
sion of many from the polls, which in so 
far as it did this would be, he did not say 
designedly, to deprive them of the fran- 
chise. In New Brunswick the districts 
were defined to be the parishes, and when- 
ever it was found that the voters in a 
parish became too numerous an application 
was made to the Legislature to change the 
division for electoral purposes so as to re- 
duce the number to a reasonable limit. He 
thought, however, that it was desirable to 
avoid too frequent applications to the Le- 
gislature and that the Bll itself should 
provide for such cases. Turning then to 
the question of the ballot, which had been 
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- made law in New Brunswick in 1855, he 
knew that that law had worked satisfac- 
torily there, having first been applied to 
the election of Municipal Councils. He 
had no wish to press the amendment of 
which he had given notice, so that it would 
take effect beyond New Brunswick. But he 
was satisfied that the principle was a sound 
one and would ultimately be adopted, and 
he said frankly that if an amendment were 
proposed by any member from another 
province, he would feel bound to vote in 
support of the affirmation of the principle. 
He trusted that the Government would see 
fit to yield on this point. The people of 
New Brunswick had always been very quiet, 
coaducted their. operations without noise 
and made no disturbances. They had 
joined these Provinces without any pro- 

_ mise that the mode in which they voted 
should be preserved, but he felt confident 
that the members of the House would do 
what was rightand respect the wishes, even 
if they should regard them as the preju- 
dices, of the people of New Brunswick. 
He had been glad to hear the remarks of 
the member for St. John, as he might now 
congratulate himself that all the members 
of the Province were as one on the subject. 
He thought England was almost the only 
country having representative institutions 
in which the ballot was not made use of in 
elections. He found that the ballot was 
employed in France, America, Italy, Spain, 

Wallachia, New Zealand, Australia, New 
Brunswick. In Nova Scotia they had not 
exactly the ballot, but during the last | 
meeting of the Legislature a Bill had been 
passed involving that principle. Jn En- 
gland the ballot was employed in scientific 
societies, in the election of boards of di- 
rectors. to banking and other corporations. 
In the British House of Commons a mea- 
sure of this nature had gone to asecond read- 
ing, the mover, Mr. Leatham, stating that 
the ballot was the only remedy for the 
great evils that existed, especially in Ire- 
land, where it was indispensable to the 
protection of voters against landlords and 
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priests, and other leading men had spoken 
strongly in its favour, the Marquis of Har- 
tington deprecating any debate before the 
Report of the Committee was heard, which 
included the ballot amongst its recom- 
mendations. These utterances showed 
what was the feeling with regard to the 
ballot in the British Parliament, and it was 
said a few days ago that Mr. Disraeli had 
made some important statements fayvour- 
able to the same view. If it was attracting 
so much attention there, it might well be 
worthy of some attention here also. He 
had with others, a great regard and res- 
pect for the opinions of British statesmen, 
but there were measures affecting this 
_ country which it was necessary should be 
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judged by the country itself. Hecalled 

the attention of the Minister of Customs _ 
(Mr, Tilley) to this subject, ashe didnot — 
see how he could support this bill with 
the ballot clause left out, considering his 
past course In dealing with the question. 
It was the Government of the honourable 
gentleman which had passed the law in 
New Brunswick, and he had himself been | 
a,strong advocate for the measure, had © 
spoken much in its favour and had actively 
forwarded it in every way. He Mr. (Connell) 
was at a loss, therefore, to conceive how 
he Mr. (Tilley) could vote in favour of the 
present bill, which would deprive New 
Brunswick of the privilege which his Gov- 


ernment had been the means of obtaining ae 
and which the country so highly valued. The 
Minister of Customs could not be unaware of 4 
the feeling which existed in his own consti- ‘ 


tuency. As evidence of this he would read 
an extract from the St. John News, a | 
journal which has always consistently sup- . 
ported the Government. The extractisas 
follows :—‘‘ New Brunswick has experience 
‘in this matter. We in this Province Se 
‘““ speak from personal knowledge on the 
‘subject. We have tried open voting; | 
‘Cand we have tested the ballot box plan.’ 
‘“ We have had experience of the practice | 
‘of keeping open the polls for seve- 

“ral days, arid we know all about the 
‘“ effect of keeping them open in the same 
‘“ constituency for only one day. We have 
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‘‘no need to go abroad for illustrations or 
‘‘ testimonies on this subject, or to rely on ia 
‘‘untested theories in relation to the ques- * 
‘‘ tion—our own experience in the matter 4 
‘is full and decisive. And thatexperience 
‘(has demonstrated that although vote by r 
‘‘ ballot does not and cannot prevent re- Bis 
‘“ course being had to bribery, does not pre- Ri, 


‘clude fraudulent voting, and does not 
‘‘make intimidation of voters impossible, ~ 
‘“ vet, while it is not, at least, more favour- 
“able to the operations of the briber and 
‘“‘the fraudulent voter than open voting, | 
‘it does afford very considerable protec- 
‘‘ tion to timid men, and tends to prevent 
‘‘at the hustings scenes of riot and vio- 
‘‘Jence only too common where the ballot | 
‘ig not in use. Our experience, also, has 
“placed it beyond doubt that one day 
‘ affords ample time for polling the votes 
‘‘ of any given constituency. In NewBruns- 
‘““ wick the matter is not open to debate in ~ 
‘S any shape or form. New Brunswick, if 
‘‘ left to its own judgment, would never — 
‘‘ surrender the ballot or extend the period ~~ 
‘of voting. The man who in our Legis- * 
‘lature would venture to propose such — 
‘absurd ideas would be the object of uni- 
‘versal derision. A government among 
‘Cus attempting to force such a measure . — 
“ embodying those ideas would be laughed — 
‘‘ out of existence or kicked cut of office 
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“amid general contempt and indignation. | ‘“ fore, advise ministers to avoid inflicting 
“The mind of New Brunswick from per- | ‘f upon us a clamnant wrong for the sake of my? 
‘sonal knowledge derived from its own | “an idea, fraught with so much injury . 
“‘ ample experience is made up irrevocably | ‘‘and humiliation to us, without any cor- 
“on this subject. But if the Ontario and | ‘‘ responding benefit to any other person. 
‘¢Quebee statesmen are not disposed to | ‘f They may not listen to our advice, and : 
“ adopt our superior electoral practices, let | “we have to yield. If we do so, however 
not those statesmen for one moment clie- | our surrender to superior numbers will 
' ‘yvish the purpose of imposing their infe- | ‘‘ be a bitter cne and accompanied with 
_ “rior electoral usages upon us. We say | ‘ corresponding maledictions, and should 
‘‘ again that there is no need of uniformity | ‘‘ the day ever come when we can make. 
“‘ throughout the Provinces on the points | ‘four oppressors understand how keenly 
“(referred to. Therefore if the Upper Pro- | ‘‘ we feel the wrongs they have done to us, 
4 vinces people are not prepared to rise to | ‘‘ the opportunity will be one which we 
“ our level, they would be utterly in the ; ‘‘ shall most heartily welcome. The laws 
“wrong to drag us down to theirs, and | ‘‘ of the Provinces of Quebec and Ontario 
fpf thus bring back to us those days of com- | “‘ are, in some respects, very different. In 
' 4 parative electoral barbarism from which | ‘‘ short, there isno good reason for wresting 
‘‘we long since escaped. A strong and | ‘ the ballot from us, and if it be done, we 
‘< united representation to the Government | ‘‘ can only attribute the act to an utter 
‘¢ from the New Brunswick and Nova Scotia | ‘‘ disregard of our feelings and interests. 
‘¢members would, we imagine, at once “The Anti-Confederates used to tell us 
“ settle the questicn in our favour. Proper | ‘‘ that such wonld be our experience under 
“ efforts should also be made, in any case, | ‘‘ Confederation. We stoutly denied it. 
‘¢ to enlighten the minds of the true friends | ‘‘ We did so in good faith. Nor would we, 
‘¢ of the Union from the other two Pro- | ‘‘on any account, go back to the danger- 
‘‘yinces on this subject. It cannot be, it | ‘‘ ous condition of isolation in which we 
‘6 ig not the wish of these Province Union- | ‘‘ remained too long. We feel that we now 
ists to discourage the Union sentiment | ‘‘ stand on a much higher platform, poli- 
sof the Maritime Provinces. They can | ‘ tically and commercially, than we form- 
‘‘ have no desire to play into the hands of | ‘erly did. But we do not like to have 
‘¢ the disunionists anywhere. ‘They cannot | ‘‘ valuable privileges wrested from us with- 
‘< feel indifferent to the feelings with which | ‘‘ out reason, by sheer numerical force. It 
‘¢ we of the Maritime Provinces regard our | ‘is not right for the Government to do 
‘‘ numerous brethren of the Upper ones. | ‘so, but if they disregadd right we should 
«‘ They will not, if they are brought to un- | ‘ask them, is it politic? Are they so 
‘derstand the question properly, be par- | ‘‘strong, are their public career been so 
‘ties to inflicting upon us needlessly, | ‘successful, and their friends so numerous 
‘¢ without any object to be gained thereby | ‘‘and defections from their ranks so unpre- 
“‘ by any part of the Dominion or any in | ‘‘cedented, that they can afford.to trample 
“ terest in it, evils which we earnestly de- | ‘on the aspirations of their frends and 
- precate.”’? Another journal, the St. John | ‘‘fulfil the worst predictions of their eme- 
Telegraph, says also:—‘‘ The principle of a| ‘mies? ‘The contrary may be safely as- 
¢‘ Federal Union does not imply or require | ‘‘serted to be the case. If the members of 
‘¢ uniformity in the mode of voting, though | ‘“‘the Government connot see this they zi 
‘‘it does and must deal with the number | ‘‘ must be very blind. Is the support of 
‘‘ of representatives which each member | ‘‘ the Maritime Provinces or their Press of 
‘‘ of the Confederation is entitled to send | “‘any account? Perhaps not just at 
‘‘¢o Parliament. It makes no difference | “‘present. It might be useful by and bye 
‘¢ to the Upper Provinces whether our elec- | ‘‘ to members who are not much among 
‘‘ tions extend over two days, orare finished | ‘their constituents and who have not 
‘jn one, or whether we use the ballot or | ‘‘ that hold on them they once had,—will 
“+the opposite system :—why then should | ‘(these members earn that support? 
‘‘ we be compelled, by the sheer force of | ‘‘ Will they tell the Government that the 
‘¢ superior numbers and without rhyme or | ‘‘ Maritime Provinces do not desire to part . 
‘¢ reason, what we prize so highly? It cas:- | “‘ with the ballod? Will they take their 
‘not be maintained that absolute uni- | ‘stand on that point? If so, they will 
‘‘formity is demunded by any considera. | ‘‘ gain many friends here—they will neéd 
-¢ tions whatever in this case. The Consti- | ‘‘ them all, however; but if they do not 
‘tutions of the Provinces differ from each | ‘ take a stand on this point, they will most 
‘other, The Government is prepared to | “assuredly lose the support of many 
’ & make exceptional terms with Newfound- | “ friends in and out of the Press. What 
‘‘Jand, Prince Edward Island and Red | “ is more, they will be despised by those i 
4¢ River, in various mutters, including some | “‘who propose _ to deprive us of a 
‘< quite as much within the federal province | ‘right which we prize very highly.” 

me ‘as the mode of voting. We would, there- With regard to the other provisions of the Y 
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when the proper stage arrived would go 
into the details of the measure, and move 
such amendments as might be necessary. 
He still trusted that such amendments 
would be made by the Minister of Justice 
himself, as would render the Bill satisfac- 
tory to New Brunswick. And he should 
be glad when he went home, to be able to 
tell his constituents, that there had been 
one act of legislation brought in and pass- 
ed through the House, on the part of the 
Government, of which he could heartily ap- 
prove. Knowing, as he did, the strong 
feeling which existed on the part of New 
Brunswick, he felt and the Government 
could not but be aware, that it was one 
which they could not ignore. He trusted 
the Government would move of their own 
accord, and accept of their own free will, 
the clauses which he had given notice of 
his intention to move. Ifnotat the pro- 
per time, he would do so himself. He had 
received letters couched in the strongest 
terms on this subject, but not stronger 
than the existence of the feeling in the 
Province warranted, and he trusted that 
the majority of the House would comply 
with the well understood wishes of New 
Brunswick, and confirm to them a privilege 
to which they attached so much value, 
that feeling being grounded on the experi- 
ence of the beneficial result of the system 


gained during the per.od, in which it had’ 


been in existence. 
Mr. CARON, of Maskinongé, congratu- 


_ lated the Hon. Premier on the suitable 


manner in which he had introduced this 
measure to the House. Several amend- 
ments had been suggested, of some of 
which he approved, but there were others 
which he could not recommend, for in- 
stance, vote by ballot and the preparation 
of the voters’ lists by municipal officers. 
He was of opinion that the salaries of Re- 
turning Officers should be clearly fixed, 
whether the elections were contested or 
not. In his own experience, he had known 
Returning Officers, who, in order to in- 
crease the amount of theiy fees, brought 
about a contest, and this could not occur 
if the salaries were fixed. He thought 
that the day of nomination should be 
abolished in the same manner as the day 
of proclamation had been done away with. 
He thought that by the provision of the 
proposed Bill, sound electoral lists would 
be secured, but they would prove very 
expensive ; that the mode of preparing 
them might be simplified by striking out 
the clause relating to preliminary reyi- 
seemed useless; that the 
revising barristers in the Province of 
Quebec might fairly be replaced by the 
notaries public residing in each electoral 
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_ Bill, he thought they were prepared to 
take it up, and togive ita fair hearing, and 
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district. In conclusion, he thoroughly 


approved of the principle of the Bill, and_ 


felt firmly convinced that after some 


amendments were made in Committee of © 


the Whole it would be found to be an 
excellent measure. 


Mr. E. M. MACDONALD (Lunenburgy 
would not detain the House with any long 
remarks. He was prepared to recognize 
the necessity of a uniform system for 
the whole Dominion, which was just as 
important as a uniform system for the 
Province. It would be absurd to see in 
the next House gentlemen elected by dif- 
ferent classes of voters. They had recent- 
ly in Nova Scotia an illustration ofthe in- 
convenience and danger of leaving an elec- 
tion law to be dealt with by the Local 
Legislature. There, a member of the Pro- 
vincial Government had dictated how the 
election for amember of this House should 
be held. He had dictated to the Sheriffs of 
Yarmouth and of Hants respecting the way 
of conducting the elections of members of 
the House of Comnions, these officers being 
under the control of the Government of 
which he was a member, and knowing that 
they were liable to be removed from of- 
fice, if they disobeyed his orders. In adopt- 
ing a uniform franchise for the whole Do- 
minicn, each Province must concede some- 
thing; but he thought Nova Scotia was. 
asked to give up more than her share. 
The Bil, as it stands, would disfranchise 
at least fifteen per cent. ! 
voters. It proposes to raise the real 
estate qualification from $150 to $200. 
The provision that a man should not vote: 
unless he held a lease for five years, 


would disfranchise a large class in 
the country districts and country 
towns in Nova Scotia. There 
were many young men in his 


Province who held property in the shape 
of shares in ships and fishing vessels, who 
had a stake in the country. Yet, under 
this Bill, they would be disenfranchised. 
Personal property, as a qualification, ought 
to be recognized, and he hoped the Bill 
would be modified in this respect in com- 
mittee. To do this would be only a mea- 
sure of justice to that Province, and would 
be no injustice, but on the contrary would 
bea great gain to the larger Provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec. Another important 
reason for changes in this Bill in the direc- 
tion he had indicated, was that without 
these changes it would work injuriously 
against Newfoundland, if that Province 


came into the union. — It would, in fact, be- 


the strongest inducement to it to reject 
Confederation. 


Mr. COSTIGAN approved of the general 
principles of the Bill. 


~ 


of -her 


With regard to the- 
ballot system he knew, from his own per-- _ 
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sonal knowledge, that it had not worked 
well in New Brunswick. It ought not to be 
credited with bringing peace and quiet at 
elections, because that was due to the fact 
of registration and also to the fact that the 
number of voting places were increased, 
and thereby the number of electors 
collected together was less. There 
was not a single feature of corrup- 
tion and bribery under the system 
of open voting that had been done away 
with by the ballot. Onthe contrary, it 
had introduced new features of corruption 
that had never been heard of before. The 
ballot was unpopular in his constituency ; 
the elector preferred to come up to the 
polls and vote openly for the man of his 
choice. The only persons who benefited 
by the ballot were those who wanted to 
make money out of elections by selling 
their votes. It gave them an opportunity 
which they did not lose, of selling their 
votes to two or three different parties, 
though it did not prevent candidates from 
buying votes, as some of them were 
bound to buy them any way. There 
was a certain moral influence  con- 
‘nected with the open system of voting, 
which prevented people from selling 
their votes, but which was totally des- 
troyed under the ballot. He objected to 
a property qualification for members, over 
and above the qualifications for electors. 
He thought the nomination-day had a 
good effect, when candidates came before 
the whole country, and had to give a fair 
statement of their politics. The majority 
of the people of the county he represent- 
ed were French, and he thought both lan. 
guages should be used on reading the writ 
and other proclamations. Before sitting 
down he would explain his position in the 
House. He had given the Government a 
fair support, though when he came into 
the House he had occupied an awkward 
position, as he came from a part of New 
Brunswick where people had been called 
Anti- confederates, Fenians, and other 
names. 


who spoke in favour of Confederation, and 
the coldness which was awarded to others. 
When New Brunswick had decided that it 
should be represented by Confederation 


advocates, he had declined to accept, and | 


he was still opposed to Confederation, but 
he had no desire to throw anything in the 
way of the progress of the country, and 
would be glad if all the arguments against 
Confederation were disproved. But he 
noticed that the first and strongest sup- 
porters of Confederation were now giving 
to the weakest support, and those who 
were anti-confederates, and had been 
called traitors, rebels and Fenians were 
literally waiting for Government to carry 
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He had noticed the cheers which | 
had been given to speakers in this House | 
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out their plans. This being the hon. 
gentleman’s maiden speech, he was loudly 
cheered on taking his seat. 


Mr. CHIPMAN said he felt it to be his 
duty to express his opinion on the Franchise 
Bill now before the House, as he consider- 
ed itone of the most important Bills ever 
brought before this Parliament, and 
thought party feeling should be laid aside— 
and our action should be for the general 
good. The Nova Scotia Election Law was 
prepared and passed, by some of our 
ablest and best qualified men, some of 
whom had the honour of seats in this 
House,; and among the number was the 
honourable member for Colchester, a. man 
of great talent and ability. After having 
tried Franchise based on Free hold Estate 
alone, Rate Bill System without any limit 
to the amount, then Universal Suffrage, 
and lastly the Assessment Roll, which is now 
in force, and working satisfactorily to the 
people—which I am desirous to retain— 
said Roll was prepared by persons recom- 
mended by the Grand Jury, and approved 
by the Court of General Sessions in each 
County, revised Rolls or lists filed with the 
Clerk of the Peace, as a record, and lists 
furnished by that office to the returning 
officers. The qualification of an elector 
was, $150 assessed on Real Estate, and $300 
on Personal, or Real and Personal Estate to- 
gether. Candidates have the same qualifi- 
cation as an elector, or the owner of Real 
Estate, worth eight dollars per year. We 
have in Nova Scotia, the simultaneous 
polling, which works admirably. We are 
sorry to find that consolidating the Laws, 
means here, to destroy, repeal or expunge 
the Laws of Nova Scotia altogether, and 
substitute others obnoxious and distaste- 
ful. The Bill now before the House fixes 
qualifications, Real Estate, $200, tenant 
under five years lease at $20 rental; lease 
of Land or purchase from the Crown $206 
an annual Income of $400. Sir, the five 
years lease is seldom, if ever known with us, 
and I am fully satisfied that a large number 
of the present electors will be disfranchised 
in Nova Scotia, by the present Bill. Sir, 
the patronage given to the Government 
under the Bill, will enable them to use a 
power and control over the elections 
highly improper. Besides this Law will be 
very expensive, there being several hun- 
dred officers and clerks, the most of them 
Lawyersand Judges ; requiring about three 
hundred thousand dollars, or thereabouts, 
to cover the expenses. For these and many 
other reasons, I object to the Bill, 1 
thank the House fora patient hearing— 
and will not intrude further. 


Mr. RENAUD, of Kent, N. B.,. sat 
that he did not w:sh to oppese the present: 
Bill of Election, but he could not permit 
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the second reading without informing 
the Government that he is entirely op- 
posed to the 82nd section, in which it 
is said thit the Returning Officers shall 
publish all the proceedings of an election 
In Quebec, in the two languages—French 
and English—and that in the Provinces of 
Ontario, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
all the proceedings shall be only in the 
English language. He must say that, in 
New Brunsw.ck, one-fifth of the popula- 
tion speak no other language than the 
French, and he could not see why all the 
proceedings in that Province should not 
also be in the two languages, the Acadian 
population having an equal right to their 
language with the English part of the 
population in the Province of Quebec. 
He would remark to the Government that 
the Local Government of New Brunswick 
had lately shewn their liberality in having 
all the proceedings of their Parliament 
published in French as well as in English. 
He hoped that the Federal Government 
will be as liberal towards New Brunswick. 
-He would also call the attention of the 
Government to the nomination of an 
Election Barrister. He did notsee the ne- 
cessity of such an officer at useless ex- 
pense. If three Commissioners are ap- 
pointed, why appoint a fourth one? and 
if a fourth one is necessary, why appoint a 
Lawyer or Barrister? He (Mr. Renaud) 
was confident that a Merchant or Farmer, 
having education, would Le as fit and 
proper a person to prepare the electoral 
lists as barristers ; and, in resuming his 
seat, he had confidence that the Govern- 
ment will amend the Bill, and make these 
sections less objectionable. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH (Westmoreland) could 
not agree with the member for Victoria 
(Mr. Costigan) in reference to the working 
of the ballot in New Brunswick. He was 
quite prepared to admit that it had not re- 
formed all the abuses of the open system; 
but on the whole it had worked well, and 
had brought peace at elections and done 
away with a gooddeal of bribery, though 
notofit all. He hoped the Government 
would not take away ‘his boon from New 
Brunswick, as the people of that Province 
were very much wedded to that system. 
He pointed out that this Bill would restrict 
franchise in New Brunswick and disenfran- 
chise many people who had long enjoyed 
the franchise. The New Brunswick fran- 
chise he thought might be adopted for 
the whole Dominion without any danger, 
especially in regard to allowing personal 
property to be the qualification. With re- 
ference to the system of Registration, he 
pointed out that it involved the examina- 
tion of every title to real estate, because 
the boundaries had to be given, which 
would involve an immense amount of 


Mr. Renaud. 
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labour and expense. This evil might per- 
haps be remedied by adopting the last Ass- 
essor’s list for the purpose of ascertaining 
who had the necessary amount of property- 
Every man with a mortgage on his proper- 
ty would be deprived of his vote, as the 
Bill provided that he must hold his pro- 
perty in a free and common soccage. He 
doubted the propriety of imposing upon 
the County Judges the work of Revising 
Barristers ; as they had already as much to 
doas they could attend to. Besides he 
thought Judges should not in any way be 
mixed up in politics. There was very ex- 
tensive power given to Reyising Barristers; 
they have power, for instance of fixing the 
value of the property on which the quali- 
fication was based, and if Judges had this 
work to do he was afraid it would place 
them in a position where they would be 
lable to be regarded with suspicion. He 
thought the Sheriffs should be made 
ex officio Returning Officers. It was a 
large power to give the Government, that 
of appointing Returning Officers just before 
election, who would have the appointing of 
those under them. He also thought elec- 
tions should always be held at the shire 
town. With regard to the general features 
of the Bill exempting the restriction of 
franchise and the power it gave to the 
Government to appoint a _ Board 
of Registrators, and other Objection- 
able features, he approved of them. 


Mr. CARMICHAEL spoke in favour of 
the simultaneous polling system. He 
said he believed that the people of Nova 
Scotia would rather give back the subsidy 
granted them, than to give up that system. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said, at that 
late hour of the night he would make but 
very few observations. No person would 
reasonably oppose the principles of the 
Election Bill. But he might say that all 
things made by the hands of men are not 
perfect; and that, notwithstanding the 
high talents and legal capacities of the 
Hon. Minister of Justice, he surely could 
not be perfect in all his works, other- 
wise he would be wiser than the old Pu- 
ritans of Massachusetts, who held three 
yearly sessions to enact ‘‘ That it was not 
lawful for any person to be seen in high- 
ways, after nine o'clock, without having in 
his hands a lantern, into which it was of 
strict obligation to place a candle lighted.” 
This present Bill, perfect as it now ap- 
pears to be, would, from Parliament to 
Parliament, be amended to meet the 
wishes of the people, becoming from day 
to day more enlightened, and will demand 
the universal suffrage which he (Mr. Mas- 
son) was not ashamed to advecate, as the 
most just way to settle all the diffiulties 
now raised by the hon. members from 
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our Provinces in regard of the qualiffca- 
tions of electors. He wished to call the 
attention of the hon. members of the 
Government to a few sections of the Bill 
very objectionable to him. By the present 
Bill a tenant—(farmer)—to be a legal vo- 
ter, must have a five years’ lease in writing, 
and he would say that such an enactment 
will be very wrong, and in our rural dis- 
tricts—because generally proprietors of 
lands had no such leases with their ten- 
ants—and generally, if there exists a lease, 
it is from year to year. The Hon. Min- 
ister of Militia is proud of his fifty thou- 
sand volunteers, the true and loyal de- 
fenders of our country, and having a deep 
interest in its welfare, they being general- 
ly the sons of our wealthy farmers. Why 
then not give them the right to vote, if not 
otherwise qualified; when the Bill will 
permit. the registration of the votes of 
new comers into the Dominion, paying but 
a few dollars of house rent? He (Mr. 
Masson) had no objection to one day’s 
poling, but he would insist that a poll is 
granted to every two hundred electors. 
He could not approve the appointment of 
an Election Barrister to revise the elec- 
- toral lists—after a due preparation under 
oath by the three electoral Commissioners 
—-and he might well say that if these Com- 
missioners were chosen, without any re- 
gard to party feelings, fair justice would 
be given to all the electors. Three fit and 
qualified persons will be found in each 
electoral district to prepare these electoral 
lists, without that great tribunal of a Re- 
vising Election Barrister. The member 
for Kent, N. B., representing, as it may 
well be said, the French speaking popula- 
tion of the Maritime Provinces, his very 
properly insisted that the proceedings of 
elections be published in those Provinces, 
in the two languages. He (Mr. Masson) 
is proud of this action of his hon. friend 

and he had reason to expect, from the lb- 
erality of the House, that not a voice will 
be raised to oppose his wishes. The French 
language is, by the Constitution, an official 
language, as much as the English—and 
now that any subject of the Crown has the 
right to speik his own language all over 
the Dominion, he (Mr. Masson) would re- 
mind the Government that there are near 
one hundred thousand French Canadians 
in the Province of Ontario, and he would 
insist that in all the counties where there 
ig a respectable portion of electors of 
French origin, the Returning Officers do 
also publish their proceedings in their 
language. Before resuming his seat he 
(Mr. Masson) regretted not to see the 
member for Hochelag. in his seat. That 
hon. member had aceused th: Catholic 
’ Bishops, and the Catholic clergy, of having 
taken an undue part, and exercised an un- 
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due influence, at the last general election. 
These words are Anti-Canadian, from the 
chief of the liberal party in Quebec. He 
(Mr. Masson), in common with his hon. 
fr.ends on this side of the House, repu- 
diates such words. Religiously speaking, 
the clergy of Quebec are respected and 
loved, as they ought to be—but civilly he 
could not understand why a Priest should 
not exercise his electoral franchise, and 
his share of influence, as well as ministers 
of other denominations. He well under- 
stood thit, in the excitement of debate, 
the member for Hochelaga may have used 
expressions Which he must certainly re- 
gret. ; 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said 1t was the duty of 
the Government to establish a uniform 
system, and he believed it would receive 
wise consideration fiom the House. He 
thought the Local Legislatures should not 
be allowed in any way to control elections 
to this House, which would be the case if 
they were allowed to appoint the officers 
to carry out the elections. He said in 
Nova Scotia they had tried the experi- 
ment of allowing every man who was as- 
sessed for any amount to vote; and the 
effect was that every man who paid 6d. 
of County rates had the franchise, and rate 
collectors could qualify or disqualify for 
small sums, or by leaving names off the 
list. They also tried universal suffrage in 
Nova Scotia, and the result was that 
in a close election there were always 
enough of poor wretches who could 
turn the scale of election by selling 
their votes. There must be a compromise 
in this matter; Nova Scotia nor New 
Brunswick could not be expected to con- 
trol the Dominion. Ontario and Quebec 
had the votes, but he did not believe they 
would do the Lower Provinces injustice in 
this matter. The Ballot system had 
never been asked for in Nova Scotia; 
and if New Brunswick had to give it 
up they should be content to take the 
best terms they could get in a great mea- 
sure of compromise. The simultaneous 
system of voting had worked well in Nova 
Scotia ; and though it was not now in the 
Bill, he thought there would not be much 
difficulty in making elections simultaneous 
in each Province—(hear, hear, and cheers) 
—however, the system had its drawbacks ; 
and he went on to recount in a humourous 
style his experiences under that system, 
when he was defeated at a general .lec.- 
tion, and had to remuin out of the Legisla. 
ture till a vacancy occurred. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD wished to know from 
the hon. gentlemin before he left thit 
point on which he had dwelt so long, whey 
ther ornot the House was to understand 
that the hon. gentleman was in favour of 
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simultaneous elections all over the Domin- 
ion. His argument as he (Mr. Wood) un- 
derstood it, was in favour of that principle, 
(hear, hear.) 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said he was in favour 
of many things that he could not get (great 
laughter.) Hon. gentlemen should re- 
member that there must be more or less 
compromise in all legislation. He then 
went on to criticise humourously the argu- 
ments of the member for Bothwell, and 
frequently brought down roars of laughter 
from the House. 

Mr. BOLTON said, he was prepared 
to yield many points in a measure of com- 
promise ; but the question of the ballot 
was one which was very popular in New 
Brunswick,and the removal of which would 
be regarded as a great injury,and he hoped 
the Government would consent to allow 
the ballot to be still enjoyed in New Bruns- 
wick, though in all other respects, the law 
might be made uniform in all the Provin- 
ces. Sucha course would be no injury to 
the other Provinces, and would allow New 
Brunswick to continue to enjoy what they 
considered a great boon. In other points 
the people of New Brunswick would yield 
their opinions if they would be allowed to 
retain the ballot. 


Mr. ROSS (Nova Scotia)—During the 
eight years that I had the honour of a 
seat in the Parliament of Nova Scotia I 
had no desire to be considered anything 
more than one of its silent members, and 
here, also, [have no desire to take up 
the time by imposing my ideas on the 
attention of the House, but the franchise 
of the country is a matter in which we are 
all interested, and I would like to say a 
little on that subject. I have examined 
carefully the Franchise Act now before 
the House, and find that at least one- 
fourth of my constituency will be dis- 
franchised by it, and that will apply to the 
whole Province of Nova Scotia. I was 
pleased to find the Minister of Justice state 
he had no doubt but the Bill would be 
largely amended in committee; and I 
hope it will be cut up, dissected and dis- 
embowelled, so that when it passed its 
various stages very little more than the 


name would be left. The present franchise | 


has worked well in Nova Scotia, and there 
is no desire to have it changed. If, then, 
the Government desire to have the 
franchise under their own control, all 
that they have to do is to appoint their 
own officers to prepare the rolls, and then 
they will have all the guards necessary 
to have everything they require. In 
this progressive age, when Conservative 
England is extending the franchise in all 
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privileges already conferred on the 
people? Once you confer the franchise 


on a people, taking it away again will 
be considered and resented asa grievance, - 
It is quite evident that the Govern- 
ment have abandoned all hope of having 
Newfoundland brought into this Union, 
or to have the intended franchise ex- 
tended to that Province; for, under its 
operation, you would not poll 8,000 votes 
inside of St. John’s and Harbour Grace. 
The simultaneous polling Act was first 
introduced in Nova Scotia by the present 
Judge in Equity, and its operation has 
proved a great blessing to us in preserving 
peace and order, and preventing riots and 
bloodshed in many counties where polit- 
ical feeling ran high. Taking this great 
blessing away from us will be doing us a 
great injury, and one that 1s calculated to 
restore trouble and confusion, when all 
this would be avoided by permitting us 
to retain this beneficial feature in the 
Act refused. Ifthe Government will not 
extend this Act to all parts of the Do- 
minion, I hope they will allow it still to 
be retained in Nova Scotia. The hon. 
member from St. John statéd what a 
loss it would be to England if the present 
Prime Minister would have.lost his elec- 
tion ; but, suppose that he was to be re- 
moved by death, would not the Govern- 
ment of England go on the same as ever, 
and would not the country prosper as if 
he never had existed ? Suppose that the 
member from St. John would be defeated 
at the next election—a calamity we would 
all have to deplore—but if such a thing 
could be possible, what then but that 
the people of St. John would have re- 
turned another member—certainly not 
one possessing as much eloquence or? as 
much military experience—but possessing 
more independence than the present mem- 
ber. Great men change sides, and are 
removed ; and many think that if some 
of the members of the present Govern- 
ment were cast aside that better men 
would replace them; but one thing certain 
is, that the prosperity of the country would 
not be retarded, should some of them at 
any time lose their seats at an election. 


On motion of Mr. FORTIN, the debate 
was adjourned. 


The House then adjourned at 12:35. 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, March 21, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at the 


parts of the Empire, will it be said that usual hour. 


in her will curtail the liabilities and 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 


After rout ne business. 
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UNIFORM DECIMAL SYSTEM. 


Hon. Mr, RYAN moved the appoint- 
ment of a special Committee to inquire 
what steps have been taken, and what pro- 
gress has been made in the United King- 
dom, towards establishing a uniform In- 
ternational Decimal System of Measures, 
Weights, and Coins, and to report how far 
such a system may be advantageously 
applied to the Weights, Measures, and 
Coins of the Dominion. The mover said 
the subject was one which had acquired a 
great deal of interest, and its growing im- 
portance warranted some such enquiry as 
proposed in his motion, It had tirst at- 
tracted attention during the Hzhibition 
Universelleat Paris, where great inconveni- 
ence had been experienced in ascertaining 
the prices at which things could be pro- 
duced. At that exhibition upwards of 
200 persons had met to discuss the matter, 
and all of them approved of the idea of uni- 
form weights, &c. The movement had 
originated in France, had spread through 
Great Britain and the United States and 
other countries, and he thought the Do- 
minion should not be behind in the mat- 
ter. He referred to the steps which. had 
been taken by the European Convention 
to inaugurate a Decimal System, showing 
how gradually public opinion had been 
formed. As he said we were about to have 
a@ new issue of Coin for the Dominion, it 
was important that it should be of some 
Decimal value, so as to correspond to the 
proposed new British sovereign, that is, 
our silver should be.r a decimal ratio to 
the French 25 franc piece, which would 
probably be the future standard, and to 
the United States five dollar piece. The 
Committee to consist of the following: 
Hons. Messrs. Anderson, Allan, O’Dell, 
Wilmot, Sanborn, Ritchie, McPherson, 
McMaster, St.Just and the mover. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought the result 

ofthe labours of such a Committee could 
not fail to be useful. He hoped at some 
time, not this sesssion but early, the matter 
would be taken up by Parliament, and the 
- information which the Committee would 
collect together would be of the greatest 
service to Parliament, and also to the gen- 
eral public. 
_ Hon. Mr. WILMOT thought the public 
would be under very great obligation to 
the mover. The British sovereign was a 
very inconvenient standard of value, and 
he hoped another standard would be 
adopted less inconvenient. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY was also gratified 
to see the motion moved, and hoped the 
matter would be treated with calmness 
and consideration. The motion was then 
carried. ‘ 
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SEIGNIORIAL INDEMNITY. 


Hon. Mr. GOUVREMONT moved an ad- 
dress, for a statement relating to the amount 
paid annually by way of indemnity under 
the Consolidated Seigniorial Act, for part 
of the Township of Whitworth in the 
County of Temiscouata; to whom paid, 
and as to how the indemnity has been ex- 
pended. 


LIGHT HOUSES AND BUOYS. 


The House then, again, went into Com- 
mittee on the Billrelating to Light Houses, 
Beacons and Buoys—Hon. Mr. Wark in the 
chair. 


Hon.Mr. TESSIER said he had given notice 
of an amendment to the first Section, but 
as the Minister of Marine had consented 
to alterations which would limit the 
powers which the clause, as originally 
worded, would have conferred on the 
Department of Marine and Fisheries, he 
would, with the consent of the House, . 
withdraw his amendment. 


The first section as amended was agreed 
to, and the second was agreed to without 
amendment. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN was not sure that he 
understood the full scope of the third 
section, but to him, it appeared that it 
would place all the Light Houses, Beacons 
and Buoys, under the absolute control of 
the Marine and Fisheries Department and 
do away with the control and supervision 
of the Trinity Houses of Montreal and 
Quebec. He was afraid that this centra- 
lization was dangerous, and to him it ap- 
peared that, where local authorities had 
managed well they should not be disturb- 
ed in the exercise of their functions. 
He would therefore move an amendment 
to the section,—the effect of which was 
thatthe Trinity Houses should not have 
power to erect Light Houses &c., unless by 
consent of the Department of Marine. 
This, he thought, while confirming the 
Houses in the excercise of some of their 
functions, would clearly limit their powers. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN said, before deciding 
how to vote on the amendment, he 
would like to hear from some of his hon. 
friends from Montreal and Quebec some 
facts as to the working, history and man- 
agement of the Trinity Houses in those 
ports, not feeling disposed to take even a 
portion of their power from them without 
further information. 

Hon. Mr. TESSIER, the seconder of the 
amendment, said that, on a former occa- 
sion when the Bill was under discussion, 
he had been under the impression that the 
Trinity Houses could not build Light 
Houses without the express sancti.n of 
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Government; if there was any doubt on 
that point the amendment was calculated 
to clear it up. The object of the original 
clause—it had been said—was simply to 
limit the powers of the Houses, but it ap- 
peared to him that it would sweep them 
away entirely. He then proceeded to 
read from a return made in 1867, to show 
the important and extensive duties and 
functions of the Trinity Houses. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN—What are the salaries 
attached to the offices ? 

Hon Mr. TESSIER read off the list of ; 
salaries. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN—Is it proposed to do 
away wtth those salaries. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Not by the pre- 
sent Bill. The question of salaries will 
come with the Bill, to be introduced, on 
the Pilot serv.ce, to which it more pro- 
perly belongs. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER said it should not be 
supposed that the duties ofthe Trinity 
' Houses were light and unimportant. They 
could not be so when it was remembered 
that there were 50 or 60 Light Houses, 
Beacons, Buoys and Landmarks, under the 
control of the Houses. And besides that 
they had the control of about 250 pilots. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL denied that it was 
intended to sweep away the Trinity Boards; 
and he had been grossly misunderstood if 
it was thought he had ever said the Trinity 
Houses were unfit to perform their duties ; 
on the contrary, he had always borne 
his testimony to the respectability and 
usefulness of the Boards. What he had 
objected to, was not individuals, but the 
system. He objected toan intermediate 
administration, because it was unneces- ; 
sarily expensive. He did not think, as his 
hon. triend (Mr. Tessier) seemed ‘to do, 
that the most important function of the 
Boards was, the management of Light 
Houses. The most important of their 
functions was, the cqntrol of 150 pilots, 
and, this of itself, was amply sufficient 
to engage the attention of the Boards. 
He then ‘said, that the main object to be 
attained, was uniformity of management, 
and at the same time economy in adminis- 
tration; the latter could be attained 
through the former. In Ontario there ' 
were 67 Lights which entailed an expendi- 
ture of $42,000, the cost of management 
being $2,250 or 51 per cent ; in Nova Scotia 
there were 60 Lights, involving an expen- 
diture of $93,000, the cost for manage- 
ment being $2,293 or 3} per cent; in New 
Brunswick there were 25 Lights maintained 
at an expenditure of $40,000, the cost of 
management being $2 600 or 9 per cent ; 
under the Montreal Trinity Board, there 
were 41 Lights which involved an ‘annual 
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expenditure of $25,000, the cost of man- 
agement being $6, 600, or 253 per cent, and 
under the Trinity Board of Quebec 23 Lights 
involving an expenditure of $41,0U0, cost of 
management $15,000, or 387 per cent. 
(Hear, hear.) Those ‘figur es he thought, 
would justify the action he proposed to 
take. 

Hon. Mr. RYAN said the Trinity Houses 
had not expected to have their manage- 
ment impeached on those grounds. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that the 
figures were based on the report of the 


System. 


‘Civil Service Commission (outside service) 


which had been before the country seven 
or eight months, and he could not see 
that the Trinity Houses should be taken by 
surprise. He then read from the Report 
to show that the Commissioners pointed 
out where economy might be introduced in 
the management of “the Trinity House 
affairs. 

Several members here interrupted the 
Minister by suggesting that the best com 
parison would be, that of the management 
for purely Light House service, in the sever- 
al Provinces ; but the Minister of Marine 
said it would be almost impossible to sepe- 
rate and distinguish the expenditure of 
one service from another. 


Hon. Mr. CAUCHON enquired if the 
Boards did not perform the functions of 
Boards of navigation. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Yes, and the 
extent of those functions would be seen 
in the fact that in 1867 there were 11 suits 
before the Boards, the penalties imposed 
in which amounted to $23; in 1868, 15 
suits, penalties imposed $180, and fines 
collected $10 (Hear, hear and laughter) 
and in 1869 he did not know the number 
of suits, but the fines collected were $10. 
(Laughter.) 

He then went on to say that his hon. 
friend (Mr. Ryan,) had objected to centra- 
lization as being dangerous, but in respect 
to the River Police, what had been the 
result; why that the aggregate cost of its 
maintenance had been reduced from 
about £34,000 to $18,000 and the whole 
force would be maintained by the tax of 
2 cents per ton upon the tonnage of the 
ports; and the cost of the steam boat 
service had keen reduced about two thirds 
during the last three years. In the face 
of those economies would the hon. mem- 
ber say that there was no good in centra- 
lization. As to the object he had in view, 
he might say that it was intended to do 
away with the Trinity House in Montreal, 
but not that inQuebec; but it was proposed 
to merge the Montreal Board in the 
Harbour Commissioners ; and there would 
bea tax levied, of one cent per ton, which 
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would produce about $6,000, a sum amply 
sufficient to pay the salaries of the officers. 
This tax he thought was only just to the 
country, which should be relieved of any 
burden that could properly be thrown 
upon particular branches of trade. This 
_ proposed reform, he said, was based upon 
a report of the Civil Service Commission, 
which had not yet been published, but 
which would be laid before the House in 
a short time. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN was surprised that 
the Minister of Marine should go over the 
whole ground after it had been gone over 
before, and refer to reports and figures 
which had not been placed before the 
members. Referring to the Bill, he said 
the object was evidently to take from 
the Trinity House all the powers 
conferred upon them by previous Acts. If 
that was desirable, or not, it should be 
done openly and clearly, and nothing 
should be left in doubt. But the Minister 
of Marine proposed to take away the func- 
tions while leaving the salaries. If the 
Boards had their functions taken away, the 
salaries should be: taken away also. He 
was afraid that the Bill would leave the 
door open for the creation of offices and 
the increase of expenditure. 


The Committee then rose, and reported 
progress and the House adjourned. 


HOUSE .OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 21, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:15 
o'clock. 


WELLAND CANAL. 


Mr. STREET presented a petition for the 
enlarging the Welland Canal. 


LIGHT HOUSES, GHORGIAN BAY. 


Mr. SIMPSON presented a petition for 
_the erection of Light Houses, on the Geor- 
gian Bay. 


UNION OF SYNODS. 


Hon. STEWART CAMPBELL introduc- 
ed a Bill to extend 19 and 20 Vic. cap. 
141, to all parts of the Dominion. He said 
the object was to enable the Synod of 
Nova Scotia to operate withthe Synod. of 
Canada. It came recommended largely 
from Nova Scotia, as it had the sanction of 
77 out of 82 clergymen, and of 50 out of 
56 charges or parishes. 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought it was a mat- 
ter with which this House had no concern. 
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There must be some other mote of doing: 
so. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had already had some correspondence 
on the subject. The Bill must be care- 
fully considered, but this was a matter 
which must be borne in mind, that what- 
ever powers existed in the Provincial Par- 
liament must exist either in the Local or 
Dominion Parliament. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought there was 
nothing in the law to prevent the various 
religious bodies uniting, and there was no 
doubt that the Local Governments had the 
power of incorporating such bodies. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD and 
Hon. J. H. CAMERON pointed out the 
difficulty that. existed in consequence of 
the different Synods being in different 
Provinces. The matter however required. 
the gravest consideration. 


After some further remarks the Bill was 
read a first time. 


Business. 


SOCIETY OF CANADIAN ARTISTS. 


Mr. M. P. RYAN introduced a Bill to in- 
corporate the Society of Canadian Artists. 

Read a first time. 

Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa) introduced a 
Bill to provide for the Registration of 
Marks or Brands in marking timber. 


MERCHANTS’ SHIPPING ACT. 


A message was received from His Ex- 
cellency, with a despatch from the Colonial 
Secretary, dated 2nd March, 1870, on the 
subject of the Merchants’ Shipping Colonial 
Act of 1869. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN moved that it bé& 
printed before the Bill founded on it be 
introduced. 


DEFALCATIONS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the Finance 
Minister was not yet prepared to bring 
down returnsrelative to defaleations in the 
public departments. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—would 
mike a note of it. 


CUSTOMS’ 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Mr. Speaker, with 
the kind consent of the honourable mem- 
ber who has aright to the floor, (Mr. Bod- 
well), I rise to move the amendment to 
the motion of the honourable member for 
Sheftord, of which I have given notice. 
The amendment which I am about to pro- 
pose, and the amendment of which the 
member for South Oxford has given notice, 
are in most respects very much the same ; 
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tat there is this essential difference, that 
“im my amendment the words « British 
Possessions’ are inserted as _ well as 
‘Foreign States.” /It is desirable that, 
en this occasion, the subject of our trade 
policy, with respect to other British Pos- 
sessions, as well as to foreign countries, 
should receive the fullest consideration 
of the House. In the motion made by 
the honourable member for Shefford— 
which was supported by him in a speech 
that struck us all with its ability and elo- 
quence—the honourable member pro- 
poses three things, which I may divide in 
‘this way :—First, he lays down the gen- 
eral proposition that it is in the interests 
of the Dominion that we should have free, 
unrestricted interchange of commodities 
with foreign countries. Secondly, he pro- 
posed, as a means of attaining that end, 
that we should obtain from the Imperial 
Government authority to enter into nego- 
tiations with such countries as are willing 
wo enter into such commercial relations. 
And, lastly, as illustrative of the meaning 
of the other two propositions, and as a 
means of carrying them into effect, in ref- 
erence to the neighbouring country with 
which we have such extensive trade, he 
proposes the continental system of a 
_Customs Union. Now, sir, opinions may 
“very xnuch differ with regard to the ques- 
tion of a Zollverein with the United 
States, and it was endeavoured to be 
shown that such a proposition was one 
which could not meet with the approval 
of this House, because it necessarily in- 
yolved a discrimination against British 
goods, and also because the circumstances 
of the United States made it undesirable 
that this country should enter into it. I 
do not propose, on this occasion, to enter 
into that branch of the subject. The dis- 
cussion that has already.taken place on it 
was very useful, in affording information 
to the members of this House of the 
greatest importance) ButI wish, by the 
amendment I shall place in your hands, 
to draw the attention of the House back 
to the question of the foundation upon 
which our commercial policy should rest. 
¢ First, whether it should not be of the 
“most unrestricted character; and, sec- 
-ondly, whether, in order to enable us to 
-place it upon that footing, it is not de- 
sirable that some additional “ facilities 
should be given to us by the Imperial 
Government. I may add that I believe 
my honourable friend from Shefford cor- 
dially agrees in the propriety of the course 
fam now taking. Certainly I should not 
desire to interfere with his obtaining a 
division upon his motion, had I not seen, 
as well as other members, that the ques- 
tion would be decided, not upon. its real, 
intrinsic merits, but with regard to the 
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objections that might be raised to a 
Zoliverein with the United States. I 
think, sir, that no more important duty 


devolves upon this House than to es- , 
what 4 


tablish, upon intelligent grounds, 
ought to be the commercial policy of this 
great country. Beginning, as we may say, 
at the commencement almost of our ex- 
istence, as a Confederation, it is of the 
last importance that we should not be led 
into a course of policy in this important 
matter, for which we might find hereafter 
great cause for regret. As far as we can 
judge of the intention of the Government, 
their policy, in this respect, is one which 
Iam bound to say does not meet my ap- 
proval. We havé indications that they 
are disposed to enter upon a policy of 
retaliation—a policy which I believe to be 
hostile to the best interests of this coun- 
try, and calculated to produce ag 
disastrous to our future prospects. 

own belief is, as I shall endeavour to a 
plain, that the great interests of this| 
country can only be promoted by the) 
most unrestricted intercoyse with foreign! 

countries. I shall have oécasion to eoveed 
to some of the great interests of this coun- 
try, in illustr ation of my meaning, and I 
trust the House will pardon me if I am 
obliged to trespass, at some length, upon 
their time. At the same time I think 


this apology is scarcely necessary, when * 
we consider that upon the decision this — 
regard to the | 
future relations of this country, depends | 
the future prosperity of this great Do- — 
depends | 


House may arrive at, in 
d 


minion ; and, in my judgment, 
also the welding together of the elements 
of which it is now composed, and the 


union with it of those Provinces yet be- , 


yond its limits. I propose, sir, to place in 
your hands the following amendment, 
which, with the permission of the House, 1 
will read :— 

“ That all the words after ‘‘ that” be left out, 
and the following added: “ An Address be 
presented to His Excellency the Governor Gen- 
eral, representing that the increasing popula- 
tion and productions of the Dominion demand 
more extensivo markets, and a more unre- 
stricted interchange of commodities with other 
countries. 


“That great advantage would result from 
placing the Government of the Dominion in 
direct communication with all British Posses- 
sions and Foreign States, which might be will- 
ing to negotiate for commercial arrangements 
tending to this result. 


“That it is expedient to obtain from the 
Imperial Government all necessary powers to 
enable the Government of the Dominion to enter 
into direct communication for such purpose, 
with each British Possession and Foreign 
State. 


‘That in all cases such proposed commer- 
cial arrangements should be subject to the ap- 
proval of Her Majesty.” 
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It will be observed that the words of 
this resolution are almost without excep- 
tion the same as in the motion of my 
honourable friend from Shefford. The 
point eliminated from his motion is that 
referring to a Zollverein or Customs Union. 
By leaving that point out, we are brought 
to the consideration of what ought to be 
the policy of this country, and the means 
by which that policy can be carried out. 
- Before entering upon these points, 
ever, I will first revert to the right to ne- 
‘gotiate, that branch of the subject being 
preliminary to the question of the direc- 
‘tion these negotiations should hereafter 
‘take, when we are clothed with the au- 
‘thority asked for in this resolution. 
We propose to ask from the Imperial Goy- 
ernment the right to negotiate directly 
with other countries for the purpose of 
entering into commercial arrangements 
with them. The objection may be raised 
to a proposition of this kind that it is an 
interference on our part with the legitimate 
control over our afiairs in these matters 
which belongs to the Imperial Government. 
Now, we have only to look to some of the 
past acts of the Imperial Government in 
this direction, in order to judge whether 
they would treat such an application as we 
propose to make as one improper on our 
part, and unwise on their part to grant. 
And to do this we have not to go any fur- 
ther back than 1865, when the Confederate 
. Council of Trade met in Quebec, at the 
- suggestion and with the concurrence of 
the Imperial Government. At that Confe- 
- derate Council, in which the Maritime Pro- 
~vinces, as well as the two great political 
_ parties of Canada were represented, there 
.was a perfect unanimity of opinion in re- 
- gard to what the interests of the Colonies 
at that time demanded. That Council 
passed the following resolution unanim- 
ously :—— 

“That in the opinion of this Council it would 
be highly desirable that application be made to 
Her Majesty’s Imperial Government, requesting 
that steps be taken to enable the British North 
American Provinces to open communications with 
the West India Islands, with Spain and her 
* ecolonies and with Brazil and Mexico, for the 
purpose of ascertaining in what manner the 
of the Provinces with these countries 
- could be extended and placed on a more advyan- 
- tageous footing.” 

- That resolution, adopted unanimously 
- by the representatives of all the Provinces 
being in the Dominion, is precisely the 
same as the resolution in your hands. It 
amounted to an expression of opinion by 
that Council that it would be desirable for 
us to have authority from the Imperial 
Government to treat directly with the va- 
rious countries mentioned in the resolu- 
tion. Well, sir, what action did the Im- 
perial Government take upon that appli- 
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cation? The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies wrote to the officer administering 
the Government of Canada at that time, 
acknowledging the receipt of Viscount 
foncks’s despatch, forwarding copies of the 
approved minutes of the Executive Coun- 
cil of Canada, suggesting that measures 
should be taken with a view to the exten- 
sion of the commerce of Canada in the 
British and Spanish West Indies, in Mex-~ 
ico, Brazil and other places. “ Trequest you 
will assure the Provincial Government that 
Her Majesty's Government cordially ap- 
prove the suggestions they have made, and | 
will support it by all the means in their 
power. The scheme is, of course, not ap- 
plicable to Canada alone, but to the British . 
North American Colonies 


Union. 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to}. 


recommend the object in view, at the re-” 
quisite foreign Courts, and to introduce to : 
the British Ministers abroad those gentle- | 


men who shall be selected for the mission. 


I,on my part, shall be happy to instruct — 


the Governors of the British Colonies to af- 
ford them eyery assistance they can.” 
Then, Sir, we find Sir Emmerson Tennent, 


representing the Board of Trade, writing © 


to the Colonial Office, acknowledging the 
receipt of this letter as follows: 


‘““‘Tam directed to request you to state 
to Mr. Secretary Cardwell that my Lords 
fully approve of the object which the Con- 
federate Council appear to contemplate, 
and they are of opinion that Her Majesty’s 
Government should signify its approval of 
the step about to be taken. It appears to 
My Lords beyond the province of this De- 
partment, to enter upon the question of 
the advisability, as a matter of general 
principle, of separate commercial connec- 
tions being established between the Gov- 
ernments of Her Majesty’s Colonial depen- 
dencies and foreign countries. At the 
same time My Lords think it right to call 
attention to the difficulties which may 
arise with respect to foreign countries hav- 
ing Reciprocity Treaties with this country, 
if any Colony or Colonies should make ar- 
rangements for giving to one foreign coun- 
try advantages which are not given to 
others. This point was so much discussed 
on the occasion of negotiating the treaty 
between the United States and British 
North America, that it is unnecessary now 
todo more than express a hope that it may 
be found possible to avoid similar difficul- 
ties in the present case.” 

Thus we have a letter from the Foreign 
Office, and in it we find the only objec- 
tions taken to the proposal. Mr. Ham- 
mond writes to the Under Secretary of 
State, Colonial Office: 

“Tam to request that you will state to 
Mr. Secretary Cardwell that His Lordship 


collectively. i 
On that understanding I shall request the’ 
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concludes that as regards foreign coun- 
tries, the agents who may be sent from 
the British North American Colonies will 
not assume any independent character, or 
attempt to negotiate and conclude arrange- 
ments with the Governments of Foreign 
Countries, but will only, as proposed by 
the seventh resolution of the Confederate 
Council on commercial treaties as regards 
negotiations with the United States, en- 
closed in Lord Monck’s despavch of the 
23rd of September, be authorized to con- 
fer with the British Minister in each foreign 
country, and to afford him information with 
respect to the interests of the British 
North American Provinces. A similar pro- 
cess has been adopted in various negotia- 
tions for commercial treaties in which Her 
Majesty’s Government have recently been 
engaged with foreign powers.” 

Referring, I have no doubt, to the cele- 
brated treaty with France, which, it is 
within the knowledge of all the members 
of this House, was practically entrusted to 
and negotiated by the late Mr. Cobden. 
Looking, then, to the application of the 
Confederate Council of Trade, to the ac- 
tion of the. Colonial Office, and of the 
Board of Trade, as well as of the Foreign 
Office, I think every one will see that the 
disposition of the Imperial Government 
was to give every possible facility to her 
Colonies for the purpose of negotiating 
commercial treaties. There was only one 
point on which there seemed to be any 
hesitation on the part of the Imperial au- 
thorities, and that was whether it was 
advisable to authorize these agents to 
act in an independent capacity. But 
practically they did act in an independent 
capacity. They made representations to 
the Government of Brazil and to the Cap- 
tain General of Cuba, and we do not find 
that any exception was taken to the course 
of the Commissioners. If the House adopt 
these resolutions they will only be doing 
what has been done by the Confederate 
Council of Trade, ana I do not feel the 
slightest doubt that the Imperial Govern- 
ment will be willing to yield every possible 
point in deference to the wishes of this 
very important country. I do not look upon 
it as a matter of\mportance that we should 
have the right to send agents to treat on 
commercial matters, because it is impos- 
sible that the interests of this country can 
be so well protected through the medium 
of agents not acquainted with our wants as 
if the arrangements were made directly with 
ourselves. And while referring to the 
disposition of the Imperial Government to 
grant us every facility some four or five 
years ago, when the correspondence took 
place to which I have alluded, it is not to 
be forgotten that since that time the Im- 
perial Government and Parliament hive 
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shown a progress of opinion that may well 
| lead us to anticipate that if the application 
is again made in the interests of this Do- 
minion, it will meet with respectful atten- 
tion and an earnest desire on the part of 
England to grant us what weask. We 
have only to make out, as we can do most 
clearly, that it will be for the interests of 


Union. 


this Dominion to be empowered to 
conduct these negotiations, and we 
will find no difficulty in obtaining 


the assent of the Imperial Government. 
Again, sir, in reference to the negotia- 
tions with the United States, a few months 
subsequent to the action of the Confed- 
erate Council of trade, we find a Commit- 
tee of the Imperial Government, com- 
posed of Mr. Gladstone, the Duke of Som 
erset, Karl de Grey and Mr. Secretary 
Cardwell, approved, on behalf of their 
Government, of allowing us to commu- 
nicate almost directly with the United 
States Government in reference to the 
reciprocity negotiations. Now, I fthink 
this disposition on the part of the Im- 
perial Government towards us—showed, 
first in reference to our negotiations with 
the West Indies, and subsequently in ref.- 
erence to our negotiations with the United 
States—is sufficient to lead us to the be- 
lef that their intentions towards us are 
of the most liberal character, and that we 
have only to point out our desire to en- 
sure their hearty assent. There is another 
advantage that would arise from the adop- 
tion of the course indicated by these reso- 
lutions. 
reference to the Imperial Departments in 


ada. Ifthere is one thing that embarrasses 
such negotiations more than another, it 
is the fact that they have to go through 
so many hands. First, they have to be 
reported on by one department, then re- 
ferred to another, and still another, before 
they can possibly come back to the 
Government of the people most inter- 
ested in them. 


It is the avoidance of repeated | 


connection with negotiations for trade re- , 
lations between other countries and Can- | 


But when I refer to the | 


possibility of these departments offering | 


obstructions, | should also add that we 
have now, at the head of the Board of 
Trade, the Right Honourable John Bright, 
a gentleman whose views upon the sub- 
ject of trade are such that we cannot doubt 
that all his influence will be exerted in 
favour of the concession we ask. Well, 
sir, assuming as I do that the Imperial 
Government, in reference to the pvoceed- 
ings of the Confederate Council of Trade, 
practically conceded all that is asxed for 
in these resolutions, I think we miy look 
at the action of that commission in order 
to judge of whether we would be likely 
to derive advantage from the adoption 
of the course now proposed. No one, 
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- who looks at the proceedings taken by 
that West India commission, can fail to see 
that very great advantages would flow 
from it, had it been in our power to carry 
out the recommendation of that commis- 
sion. Allow me, for a few moments, to 
refer to these proceedings, as they are 
of real importance. We find that the 
commission obtained from the Govern- 
ment of the British Colonies of Demerara, 
Trinidad, the Windward Islands, the Lee- 
ward Islands and Jamaica, a formal assent 
to the following proposition :— 


“That customs duties and port charges, 
on the produce and shipping of the re- 
spective colonies, shall be levied solely 
for revenue purposes, and for the main- 
tenance of indispensable establishments, 
and that the several Governrhents will 
be prepared to consider, in a liberal spirit, 
any complaint having reference to im- 
posts that may be preferred by another 
Government, on the ground that such im- 
posts are calculated to obstruct trade. 


“That finding the Postal Service be- 
tween British America and the West 
Indies irregular and insufficient, the 
Commissioners obtained from the 
same authorities a conditional agreement 
to aid, by a subvention or otherwise, in the 
establishment of improved postal commu- 
nication.” 


The Commissioners made certain sug- 


gestions with reference to direct trade be-. 


tween British North America, and the 
British and Foreign West Indies, Brazil 
and Mexico, of which I shalladvert to two 
or three : 

‘To procure, by reciprocal treaties or 
_ otherwise, a reduction of the duties now 
levied on flour, fish, lumber, pork, butter, 
and other staple productions of British 
North America, in the West Indies, and 
especially with Braz:l and the Colonies 
of Spain.” 

‘To obtain, if possible, from the Spanish 
and Brazilian authorities, a remission of 
the heavy dues now chargeable on the 
transfer of vessels from the British to the 
. Spanish and Brazilian flags.”’ 

‘“To procure, by negotiation with the 
proper authorities, an assimilation of the 
tariffs of the British West India Colonies 
in respect to flour, lumber, fish, and other 
staples of British North America, a measure 
which would greatly facilitate commercial 
operations, and may well be urged in view 
of the assimilation about to be made in 
the tariffs of Canada and the Maritime 
Provinces.” 

“To promote, by prudent legislation 
and a sound fiscal policy, the rapid devel- 
opment of the great natural resources of 
the British North American Provinces, and 
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to preserve, as far as lies in their power, 
the advantage which they now possess of 
being able to produce, at a cheaper cost 
than any other country, most of the great 
staples which the inhabitants of the tro- 
pics must procure from northern ports.”’ 

‘That the Commissioners are happy to 
inform your Excellency that they were 
received with marked attention by the 
Representatives of Her Majesty in the 
British Colonies ; by His Imperial Majesty 
the Emperor of Brazil; and by the au- 
thorities of all the Foreign Islands and 
places visited by them; and that every- 
where they found both the Governments 
and the people anxious to obtain infor- 
mation, and to promote the objects of the 
mission,”’ 

This correspondence shows that the 
countries referred to were not only ready 
to enter into these negotiations, but to 
carry them into effect, so far as legisla- 
tion on their part was concerned. The 
correspondence also shows that these ar- 
rangements were properly and advanta- 
geously conducted by the gentlemen from 
this country. Again, it must be remem- 


Union. 


bered that arrangements with these.coun- 


tries, to be at all reciprocal, involved en- 
gagements on the part of the Govern- 
ment of this country, to recommend cer- 
tain legislation. In view of this fact, it ‘is 
clear that the party employed on our be- 
half to treat with any British Possession or 
foreign country, must in some respect be 
clothed with authority to make the ne- 
cessary propositions, and according to our 
system, which I hope will not be departed 
from, he ought to have ministerial re- 
sponsibility for what he does. We may 
well ask—after the report of that Com- 
mission—after it has been seen from par- 
ticulars given in that report that there 
is an opening for the products of this 
country in the British West. Indies, the 
Spanish West Indies, Brazil and other 
foreign countries—after we have seen this, 


we may wellask what, has been done since? \ 


From the time that Commission returned 
home to the present—upwards of four 
years—we cannot point to any action 
taken, on the part of our Government, to 
promote these objects, which really appear 
to be so easily obtainable, and in their 
results so important to the interests of 
this country. It may be that the Govern- 
ment can give explanations that will re- 
lieve them from the charge, now resting 
upon them, that they have been guilty 
of neglect—of one of the most important 
duties which could devolve upon them. 
Important as it is intrinsically, it is more 
important, on account of the position In. 
which we haye stood in relation to the 
United States. We have been told that 
negotiations with the United States have 
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been going on ever since the termination 
of the Reciprocity Treaty. We all regret 
_to know thit such negotiations have not 
_yresulted in any satisfactory conclusion ; 
and we were assured, only the other 
night, by the Finance Minister—and I am 
sure we all were sorry to hear it—that the 
Government. did not anticipate any satis- 
factory .conclusion to the negotiations 
that have taken place. Now, if it were 
important to the interests of this country 
generally that we should have our com- 
mercial interccurse with foreign countries 
extended, it has become of still more 
importance since the interruption of our 
trade with the United States, and espe- 
cially since we are assured that this in- 
terruption is to continue for an indefinite 
period. In the instructions which were 
given to the Commissioners to the West 
Indies this point was alluded to in these 
words :— 


_ “The subject becomes of the utmost 
importance, at a time when our important 
trade with the United States is threatened 
with interruption, and will certainly here- 
after be continued under different condi- 
sin from those which have hitherto ex- 
isted. 


It was with the view to meet the very 
natural desire of this country to have 
other markets, that the Commission was 
sent forth on its labours. I believe that 
the Commission did its duty with very 
great industry, and their communications 
with the Governments of the different 
countries they visited displayed marked 
ability. The member for Shefford referred, 
in very just terms, to the communications 
made to the Captain General of Cuba and 
the representative of the Government of 
Brazil. Any one, who will read these 
communications, will see that they were 
framed with the very highest regard for 
the interests of this country. The ‘Com- 
missioners were met in a friendly spirit, 
and the only regret that I feel is 
that, the ground having been so 
ebly broken up by these Commis- 
sloners, no greater progress has been made. 
Well, thereis, I confess, no immediate pros- 
pect of reciprocal trade relations with the 
United States. But, sir, we see our coun- 
try seeking a market, we see it producing 
a superabundance, largely beyond our own 
wants, of a great variety of articles; we 
know, that if sent abroad such articles 
would find a purchaser, and when we find 
our trade with the United States embarras- 
sed no one can say that it is not of much 
importance to inyuire whether other 
markets cannot be found. Now, sir, 
there appears to be two courses open for 
us at this moment, and I think it 1s of the 
utmost importance that we should make a 
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wise selection between them. The one. is. 
a policy of restriction and ofretaliation; the 
building up of a ‘‘Chinese wall” as the 
hon. member said the other night, be- 
and other countries. 
The other.isa policy of developing / our 
trade with foreign countries, of 
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adepting 
free trade as far as is consistent Avithre- | 
venue purposes, and seeking to give to our | 


country that trade with other yharkets we 
are now so much in want of. Reference 
has been made, sir, during the early part of 
this debate to the state of the country ; 
some stating that the country was highly 
prosperous; other gentlemen contending 
that it was less so; some that nothing 
more was to be desired; others again con- 
tending with a great deal of force that 
improvement must be sought for, other- 
wise the country was becoming depopulat- 
ed and the interests of the people were 
suffering. Now,sir, [am not going to 
enter into the question whether the count- 
ry has been generally prosperous or not; 
I take it, sir, that in a large country like 
ours with diversified interests, some in- 
terests will always be prosperous and 
some will frequently be depressed ; but, 
sir, the question we have really to look at. 
isnot whether we are. well,offnow,...but. 
whether ..we cannot. be any... better off. 
That is really the point. I would ask the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Oliver,) who has 
been most eloquent on the _ subject 
of the prosperity of Ontario, whether 
he is prepared to take the position 
that Ontario is so prosperous that she 
would not take free trade with the 
United States. I think there can be only 
one answer to that question ; and I believe 
from one end of the Dominion to the other 
every reasonble and intelligent man recog- 
nizes the fact that the freer access we have 
to the markets of the United States, the 
petter it will be for us. The remarks we 
have heard in this House wholly pointed in 
this direction. Believing, as I do, sir, that 
as we are really at the commencementof 
Confederation, it is of the last iniportance 
to us to start upon a correct course, we 
should look carefully to the great interests 
of this country ; in order to do so, sir, let us 
look at the exports of this country, and 
what do we find. Theexports of last year, 
for Iam not going to embarrass and delay 
the House with long lists of figures—the 
exports for last year apart from short en- 
tries for inland ports, and coin and bullion, 
amounted to $49,323,304. Well, sir, of 
those exports agriculture furnished $20,- 
952,107; the forests and mines furnished 
$21,932,465; fisheries furnished $4,322,- 
704; and the balance $2,116,000, was made 
frommiscellaneous articles. I think this 
demonstrates that the great interests of 
this country are the producing interests, 
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and this interest must seek a foreign mar- 
ket, for we cannot consume all this pro- 
duce, and we must seek a market that can 
consume our surplus agricultural produce ; 
that can consume our surplus lumber and 
fish, and minerals that we have to dispose 
of. No restriction that I can conceive of 
will enable us to consume this surplus 
ourselves. You may put up barriers in 
the way, you may try to compel one part 
of the country to consume an article pro- 
duced in another part; but the great bulk 
of the produce of the country must seek a 
foreign market, and any attempt to res- 


train our export trade will only embarrass 


our country. Our present markets are 
Great Britain and the United States. I 
do not speak of¢the: markets because 
they are comparatively contracted. Great 
Britain furnished us a market for our 
wheat, our flour, our square timber ; 
the United States furnished us, a market 
which we would have if we had recipro- 
city, for our white wheat, our course 
grains, our sawn lumber, our 
cattle, horses, our minerals, and a vari- 
ety of minor produce. Now, sir, there are 
certain difficulties attending our trade. In 
the case of our trade with England, we 
know perfectly well that itis the market 
for the surplus wheat of the world, and 
will no doubt continue so for many years. 
The price we receive for our wheat and 
flour, will always be the cost which it will 
bring in England less the cost of transport 
thither. But, sir, with regard to timber— 
a trade which is deeply connected with 
the prosperity of the country—all the 
exports to England for many years have 


_ been square timber and deals; and this is 


tionably our best market for it. 


practically a wasting of the resources of 
our forests, for it would be much more 
advantageous to us if the timber sent from 
here, were partially manufactured, as sawn 
lumber. For, if our timber were exported in 
such a form, it would give employment to 
a great variety of interests here, and bring 
a large amount of wealth into the country, 
which is not the case withthe square. tim- 
ber sent to England.. The export of sawn 
lumber is, I think, one of the most impor- 
tant interests of this country; and from 
the amount of sawn lumber sent to the 
United States, that country is unques- 
But we 
are not necessarily dependent upon the 
United States for a market, for 
we could in a great measure find ready 
disposal for our lumber in_ the 
West Indies, and other foreign countries 
of which I spoke. Now, sir, as our whole 
trade has been practically with Great 
Britain and the United States. With re- 
gard to the United States markets, every 
article we produced we used to send there 
free; and when obstacles were placed in 
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our way, the question very naturally arose— 
are there not other markets instead to which 
we can send the articles, we have been in 
the habit of supplying the United States. 
That these markets do exist, the report I 
have referred to shews beyond question,and 
that there is a demand beyond our ut- 
most productions in all probability for 
many years to come. I think I can say 
that direct trade with the island of 
Cuba alone would furnish us with a 
market, for the surplus which has been 
for a number of years, sent to the United 
States. Well, sir, let us look at the 
changes which would result in the Mari- 
time Provinces from such a course. 
Look at the employment whieh would 
be given to her shipping, and the way in 
which they could become the carriers of 
our produce to the West Indies and the 
South American countries. We want the. 
productions of the interior to find its way 
to foreign countries, and give employment 
to our own ships, and our own marine, 
and our own merchants, and I complain 
that the Government will not try to bring 
these results about. Now, sir, since we 
cannot obtain reciprocity the best thing 
for us to do is to compete with and under- 
sell the Americans in foreign markets, and 
then they will see that it would be better 
for them to become buyers of our produce 
here than that it should compete with 
them in foreign markets. My belief is | 
that the- United States, should now be © 
let alone. I have never had any other 
idea since reciprocity was done away with 
than that we should wait until the Ameri- 
cans were ready of their own interests to 
trade with us. Ido not alter it now; the 
only thing I regret in this case is that I have 
seen indications on the part of the Govern- 
ment, that they were going to assume @ 
‘defiant’ attitude towards the United 
States. That isa very different policy from 
the one Iadvocated. Ii is evident that 
the United States, as long as they find it 
to be to their interest. to maintain these 
duties, will do so, and no retaliation on our 
part will make thein abolish these duties. 
I believe, str, no worse policy could be 
adopted than this national or retaliatory 
policy. Now, sir, as lam veferrmg-to the 
question of trade with the United States, 
I would not, for one moment, allowit to be 
supposed when I say what ought to be 
our attitude in this matter, that I do not 
fully recognize the importance of endea- 
vouring at the earliest possible day, to ex- 
tend free trade relations again with the 
United States. If I take the interests of 
the several Provinces—take for instance 
the interests of the Province of Ontario. 
Can any one desire any thing else than 
that their white wheat, their barley, sawn 
lumber, their cattle, and a great variety of 
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other things should go free into the United 
States, their best and most convenient 
market. Can any one say thatit would be 
lessadvantageous to the Province of Ontario 
that such should be the state of things, 
rather than what obtains now. Certainly, 
it must be that free access to the American 
market would be better, and pro tanto 
what would be better for Ontario would 
unquestionably be so for the other Pro- 
vinces. The Province of Quebec has felt 
these restrictions upon trade more than 
any Other Province. The productions of 
the Province of Quebec are not ofa charac- 
ter that will bear export to Europe, and the 
interests of that Province are unquestion- 
ably in the direction of arestriction of free 
trade with the United States, as early as 
possible. I, therefore, ask the members 
from the Province of Quebec to consider 
very deliberately whether they are pursuing 
a wise policy in sustaining the Government 
in anything which will have a tendency to 
excite the animosity of the people on the 
other side of the line, and thereby post- 
pone the restoration of free trade re- 
lations which the interests of their Pro- 
vince most strongly demand. New Bruns. 
wick and Nova Scotia have the same in- 
terest in the question. There is the very 
important question of the employment of 
the shipping, the sale of the fish, and the 
production, in the case of Nova Scotia, of 
coarse grains to a very considerabls amount 
that have found their way to the United 
States in former days, and coal and sawn 
lumber. Well, Sir, under the circumstances 
I think there can be no doubt as to the 
desirability of having free trade with the 
United States, and I contend that with 
these considerations before us we should 
not take any course that will tend to post- 
pone free trade beyond the earliest possi- 
ble day, and I tell hon. gentlemen that 
any change in the policy of this country in 
regard to duties upon American produce, 
anything in the way of retaliation, is a 
most unwise and unstatesmanlike policy 
to adopt, (hear, hear.) Now, Sir, [am 
afraid I have wearied this House (cries of 
‘go on ;’’) at the same time there is ano- 
ther question which very naturally asso- 
ciates itself with that of our commercial 
relations with foreign States. I contend, 
Sir, that foreign trade is essential to this 
country, (cheers). We have not a market 
within ourselves for all our productions ; 
we must send them to foreign countries, 
and this foreign trade will give employ- 
ment to our marine ; and I will here bear 
this testimony to my hon. friend the Min- 
ister of Militia that he gave me every as- 
sistance when I was a member of the Gov- 
ernment, and endeavoured to develope 
our trade with France, I believe, with a 
great deal of success, (hear, hear). But 
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foreign trade being necessary, we must 
consider the relations in whieh we stand 
with regard to foreign trade, and upon this 
point I must refer to the great impor- 
tance of improving our channels of trade. 
I think it is not of much use to establish 
foreign commercial relations unless we 
provide the cheapest possible mode of 
carrying the produce of this country to 
the sea. That brings me, sir, to the great 
question of the improvement of our canals, 
(hear). I must say that it is of the utmost 
possible importance that the improvement 
of the channels of communication of trade 
should be begun at the earliest possible 
day, (hear, heir)., I think if we look at it 
we will find that a very great advantage 
will arise from a comparatively cheap 
work—the Bay Verte Canal—and its con- 
struction is absolutely required for the ac- 
commodation of the trade of the Gulf and 
the Bay of Fundy. To come westward 
we find undoubtedly a general desire on 
the part of the inhabitants of the former 
Province of Canada that the St. Law- 
rence and Welland Canals should be en- 
larged, and consequently the cost of trans- 
porting th: produce of Ontario to the 
ocean lessened. I think, sir, therefore, 
that when we take up the question of 
developing our foreign trade, we ought 
also to consider the means by which we 
can bring down through the canals of the 
St. Lawrence the productions of Ontario 
and the great West at the least possible 
cost. It is important that the St. Law- 
rence Canals should be deepened, and the 
construction of the Champlain Canal un- 
dertaken, but it may not be a work of 
such urgent necessity as the enlargement 
of the Welland Canal, (cheers). The en- 
largement of the Welland Canal is one of 
those works which ought to engage 
the earl.est possble’ attention of the 
Government, (cheers). Now, sir, so far 
as I can judge from the answers to ques- 
tions which have been put by hon. 
gentlemen; as far as I can judge from the 
declarations, the Government has given on 
this point, we are led to suppose the Goy- 
ernment has no present intention of un- 
dertaking these large works of communi- 
cation. JI think that decision is a very 
unfortunate one (hear, hear.) My hon. 
friend, the Finance Minister has said he 
could not justify it with the present state 
of the Finances. With regard to that 
reason for it, I can “only say, how 


can we, and can any member of this 
House, or citizen of this country 
expect the state of the  finwces 


will be such as to enable these works to 
be undertaken, if they are allowed to re- 
main in their present state. It is per- 
fectly clear, that the responsibility must 
be taken by Government, to apply to 


\. system, 
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Parliament for an appropriation in order 
to undertake these works, if they are 
intended to be done, and I think the 
country would fully justify the policy and 
bear the taxation. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I would 
like to know when J said that. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—An answer was 
given by the Minister of Public Works, 
certainly to the same effect, and it was 
so understood and so received by hon. 


~ gentlemen on the other side of the House, 
as well as 


by hon. gentlemen on this 
side. Ifthe Government are prepared to 
do it now, I shall be very happy imdeed 
to hear of it. JI would not, for my 
own part, perhaps, have selected 
this particular occasion, to speak on 
this subject, as I might have _ pre- 
ferred to speak when the budget had been 
brought down. If it had then unmis- 
takeably appeared that the Govern- 
ment, did not intend to deal with the 
enlargement of the canals and means of 
communication in the different Provinces 
a party discussion might have taken place, 
and a party triumph might have been the 
result. But I desire if I can to prevent an 
error being committed atall by hon. gentle- 
men, and will give them the benefit of 
taking the sense of this House with refer- 
ence to the policy which they are said to 
have adopted. If this discussion then 
should have the effect of inducing them to 
take a wiser and better course, this will be 
owing to a certain amount to the considér- 
ation of those who have been willing to 
give up the chance of a party triumph for 
the sake of positive good for their country, 
(cheers). I believe, sir, though I speak 
but my own individual opinion that provid- 
ed the Government undertakes the con- 
struction of the works which are so neces- 
sary to develop the interests of this coun- 
try, I believe, the people of this country 
will not shrink from the taxation necessary 
to carry on these works, (hear). And, sir, 
ITbelieve it would be a great deal better 
that taxation should be put on for works 
of that kind, rather than put on for the 
special encouragement of any particular 
branch of trade. There is no doubt, that 
customs duties must form the principle 
source of our revenue, and ifwe should be 
obliged to levy two orthree millions a 
year more than we are now doing. it will 


Finance will look in all probability for his 
revenue (hear hear). It is far better if 
there is to be any thing in the shape of an 
increase of duties that we should have some 
thing tangible and real for it, to show 
that we have raised it on a sound basis ; 
and that we have not returned to a vicious 
Well, sir, one. effect of under- 
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pose 
be m that direction that the Minister of | 
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taking these works, so necessary for de 
veloping the commerce of the country, 
will be the tendency to attract emigra- 
tion to our shores. At present, when the 
emigrant comes here, we have no other 
employment than is offered in the various 
agricultural districts throughout the coun- 
try. These works, if commenced, would 
enable us to afford employment to a very 
large body of emigrants. At this mo- 
ment, when the question of emigration is 
occupying so much public attention in 
England, and even the Imperial Govern- 
ment is asked to aid the emigration, the 
time is not inopportune for our Govern- 
ment to co-operate with the Imperial 
Government, and thereby secure a great 
many valuable settlers, instead of seeing 
them all going to the United States. As 
Confederation has been going on for the 
last three years, the impression on my 
mind is that it has been characterized by 
the most entire inaction, on the part of 
the Government, in regard to the subject 
of which I have spoken. I think, sir, 
that such a course has produced a very 
considerable loss to the country, and the 
sooner a différent policy is adopted, and 
the sooner it is vigorously carried out, the 
better for all interests concerned (hear, 
hear). I believe, sir, that with regard to 
the only public improvement which has 
been undertaken—lI refer to the Interco- 
lonial Railway—the amount of loan which 
th.s House has placed at the disposal of 
the Government fir that work, I believe 
under a different system of railway con- 
struction and management, a very large 
portion of it might have been saved ; and 
Ido not hesitate to say that if no other 
member of this House draws attention to 
this subject, after we have had the finan- 
cial statement of the Hon. Minister of 
Finance, and heard explained the system 
under which this money has been ex- 
pended, I shall certainly feel it to be my 
duty to do so. What I fear, sir, will be the 
result of the continuance of the present 
mode of administering the affairs of the 
country is that we shall find the expenses 
of the Government growing, month after 
month, and year after year, and I shall not 
be suprised at all, if, after the financial 
statement has been made—I speak under 
correction—the Finance Minister will find 
it necessary to ask us for authority to im- 
additional taxation. I don’t, of 
course, assume to know, but I shall not 
be surprised if it be so. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—There is a large 
surplus promised. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—There will be an 
increase of taxation, without an increase of 
prosperity to shew for it. The idea nat- 
urally possessed the public mind that 


f 
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Confederation was going to give us_ in- 
creased power, and we could thus increase 
the prosperity of the country. We ex- 
pected the Government would have been 
able to enunciate some policy on this sub- 
ject, and take energetic means of devel- 
oping it. But, year after year passes by, 
and we shall find an increase of taxation 
taking place, w.thout any material works 
in progress to shew for it; and I fear a feel- 
ing of disappointment will grow upon the 


public mind, and that that disap- 
pointment will be fraught with very 
considerable injury to our institutions. 


Therefore, sir, [ contend now when we hear 
these rumours—for I must not call them 
positive assertions—that the Government 
are about to invite this House to enter 
upon what I believe to be a very mistaken 
course in regard to our commercial policy. 
I think it is time, this House should ex- 
press an opinion upon the subject; that 
some defined course should be laid down, 
that it should not go forth to the country 
that this House will support a policy, they 
believe to be injurious to the country if 
carried out. I advocate a taritt for revenue 
purposes only; the development of our 
toreign trade as rapidly as we can do it 
and as soon as possible after the sanc- 
tion and approval of the Imperial Goy- 
ernment is obtained. The policy I ad- 
vocate willfree our country from commer- 
cial thraldom to the United States. 
Tam entirely opposed to anything in the 
shape of retaliation. I would avoid all 
possible causes of irritation, believing, as 
[ do, that the policy: which would soonest 
restore us to proper friendly trade rela- 
tions as well with the United States as 
with other countries, is that which I have 
laid before the House in the amendments 
which I have submitted. Although I do 
not expect a majority of the House to as- 
sert this pinion, still I trust that there 
is a large number of gentlemen here who 
will support a policy which I believe to be 
in the direct interests of the country, and 
who will, by their votes on this occasion, 
show their opposition to a policy of false 
and vicious legislation, which appears to 
be intended in the premises, (cheers). 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—AI.- 
though the resolutions proposed by the 
hon. member for Shefford, involve not 
only one but very many important princi- 
ples, although he addressed this House 
with a speech prepared with great consider- 
ation, and worthy of the reputation of 
my hon. friend, although he himself is a 
representative man who has been a mem- 
ber of a Cabinet, and always prominent on 
the different sides of the House, on which 
he has sat, yet he has not found a single 
gentleman in the House to rise in his 
place and to support these resolutions. 
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The hon. member for Hochelaga who was 
acting with the member for Shefford, who 
has stood by him for years, although pro- 
fessing to sanction his resolutions, 
answered them most completly, answered 
them sentence by sentence, word by 
word, and the crowning humiliation to the: 
hon. gentleman, is the resolutions intro- 
duced by the hon. member for Sherbrooke. 
And, Sir, it is no wonder that the resolu- 
tion should meet this reception, it is no. 
wonder that the sense of the House and 
country is against them. The hon. mem-- 
ber for Sherbrooke has struck out of the re- 
solutions, which purport to be infavour of 
free trade, all that portion which referred 
to Customs Union and which was in fact 


‘the beginning, the end and the burden: 


of the resolutions. The principle sought 
to be established by these resolutions was 
the principle establishing a Union with the> 
United States against our Mother Country. 
That was the principle established ; that 
was the principle repudiated and rejected 
by this House, rejected by the friend of 
the -hon. member, and wiped out of ex- 
istence by the member for Sherbrooke: 
who has dissented from it. Well, Sir, 
the resolutions have gone to their grave. 
Let them reast in peace. Thehon. gentle- 
man has, in this, our first Parliament as. 
a Dominion, aired his opinions of dis-_ 
loyalty, has told’ us that we should! 
legislate against our mother country, | 
against our own Sovereign, and in favour . 
ofa country, which is foreign tous in: 
position, in policy, and in feeling. But 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke could 
not support the proposition of his politic- 
al and personal friend, yet tried to cast 
his shield before him, to protect him, and 
to break his fall. Now, I for one, am re- 
solved that he shall not succeed by adopt- 
ing a portion of the original resolutions in 
shielding the member for Sheftord from 
the obloquy which must be cast upon his 
action by the people. AndI shall move 
an amendment to the amendment for at 
once establishing the opinion of the House, 
and country, upon the motion of the hon, 
member. Evenif the resolutions of the 
member for Sherbrooke were unexception- 
able even if they were proposed so as to 
meet the approbation of the House gen- 
erally, they shallnot be brought down 
as a means of preventing our casting 
our censure upon the resolutions, of the 
member for Shefford, they should not be 
allowed to break the fall or soften the 
defeat of that hon. gentleman. But. 
after all do these resolutions commend) 
themselves, to the good sense andl patri- |, 
ctic feeling of a majority of the House | 
and country? Sir, I think they are as. 
objectionable in spirit as the original reso- 
lutions are objectionable not only.in spirit, 
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but in letter. Why should we at this 
moment intrcduce resolutions asking for 
communication by our own Ambassadors 
or envoys with the different countries of 
the world. Has not the hon. gentleman, 
already shown that whenever we asked 
England to concur and concert with us, in 
helping our trade relations with Brazil or 
any other country in the world, that 
she at once did so, and procured us all 
we desired. Is there any necessity in 


the first place, for our casting aside the | 


support and sanction of England, and 
trying in our own naked strength, what 
we can do in matters of this kind. 
Every hon. member of this House knows 
what England did tor us in 1865, when 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke was a 
member of a delegation to whom it was 
arranged that the Ambassador for Eng- 
land should act in all matters of negota- 
tions with the United States, with the 
concurrence of’the Government and people 
of Canada. In 1865 when the Minister of 
Militia and Mr. McDougall were in Eng- 
land, were they not assured that England 
would not treat with the United States 
without consultation with Canada. This is 
their report which I shall read. 

‘‘On the subject of Reciprocal trade, we 
deemed it our duty to represent to Karl 
Granville that it was deemed of the ut- 
most importance to Canada that in the 
event of arenewal of negotiations between 
the Governments of Great Britian and the 
United Stites, with a view to establish 


reciprocity in trade, between those 
States and the Dominion, ‘no steps 
should be taken in the matter, ih 


which the interests of the people of this 
country are so deeply involved without 
previous consultation with the Canadiin 
Government. He took the opportunity 
whilst on this subject, to bring under His 
Lordships notice the despatch No. 95 of 
17th June 1865 from Mr. Cardwell to 
Lord Monck, informing His Lordship 
amongst other things, that on the subject 
of the Reciprocity treaty, the Canadian 
Ministers then in England had represented 
the great importance to Canada of the 
renewal of that treaty, and had requested 
that Sir Frederick Bruce might be put in 
communication with the Government of 
Lord Monck upon the subject, and that 
the answer c.nveyed to them was that 
Sir Frederick Bruce had already received 
instructions to negotivte for a renewal of 


Government of Canada.” — - 

_ We were assured thit ,t{he policy indica- 
ted in that despatch would be adhered 
0 and that nothing would be done in this 
mportint matter unless with the concur- 
ence of, and in concert with the Cana- 
lian Government. 
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The despatches which the hon. gentleman 
(Sir Alexander) himself read in the very 
able speech which he has just addressed to 
the House, to show that in regard to Brazil 
andin regard to Spain, and the hon. 
gentleman himself knows that with re- 
spect to all the Mediterranean ports, the 
Imperial Government readily gave their 
assent to strengthen our interests and to 
enable usto confer on matters of trade 
with various nations of the earth, through 
the British ambassadors in the various 
capitals, why then should we throw away all. 
this greatadvantage Isit not ofadvantage 
to us that a treaty in the manufacturing 
or commercial or agricultural interests of 
the country, should be looked upon not 
as a treaty with little Canada, but with 
the great empire Great Britain. Shall we 
throw away this advantage, and shall we, a 
country of four millions of people go with 
bated breath, and in a humble key to 
other countries, in formé pauperis, shall we 
go to the countries of Asia or Africa, say 
‘“we want to trade with you?’ The first 
answer we should get, would be ‘‘ who are 
you, where are your form, we don’t know 
you?’ ‘Weare a Province of England.’” 
‘‘Well then, send England to us, and we 
will deal with her.’’ That ‘would be the 
answer we should receive. Are we to throw 
away the advantages of having England 
make our treaties with us, hearing what 
we have to say, learning from our own 
envoys or Commissioners what our wants 
really are, carefully considering whether 
our interests conflict with the interests of 
Great Britain, and going as far for us as . 
those interests will allow. Are we to go 
and say will you give us aletter of intro- 
duction to Spain and to the other nations. 
Are we to go and say—as the resolu- 
tions of the hon. member clearly 
points out that we have a power of. 
attorney, that England has nothing to do 
with the matter, and that we can treat for 
ourselves. That is the consequence that 
would follow the adoption of the amend- 
ment of the hon. member. The last 
amended resolution provides that any 
arrangements made, shall be subject tothe 
approval of England—well supposing our 
envoys were ata foreign port, chirged 
with the duties of arranging a commercial 
treaty; they would have no means of dis- 


covering wherein the interests of England) .. 
would conflict with those of the Dominion, |. 


and would beutterly unable to look at the} 
question from the English point of views. _ 
Well then, suppose the treaty completed— 

that is to say—if we tind any nation foolish 
enough—I may say—to treat with us on 
the understanding that England is to ratify 
our arrangements without any guarantee to 
that effect. Well then, the treaty goes to 
England, without her having been | con- 
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sulted in the matter, and we find Cana-; holding such opinions, yet the whole press 
dian interests in direct opposition to! and public opinion are in favour of sup- 
hers. England will then be in this posi- ; porting the old motto of Ships, Colonies and 
tion, a position in which we have no right | Commerce, and believe that the declin- 
to place her, she must either refuse her; ing years of England will come when she 
sanction to an arrangement made by our} has her Colonies lopped off one by one. 
Commissioners, and which will be injuri-| So great is this feeling in England that Mr. 
ous to some of her own interests, or else, | Bright and those holding his opinions are 
rather than offend the people of Canada, | forced to come to the announcement that 
she must assent to the agreement entered | there is no desire on the part of the Goy- 
into. Suppose the English people and | ernment, to separate the Colonies from the 
Parliament refuse her sanction, then there | mother country, that they would look with 
will beanice state of things, then there | pain and regret at such a separation, and 
will be the entering of the wedge that| that the whole force ofthe empire would 
separates us from Great Britain, there | be exercised for the continuance of that 
will be a nice quarrel. Thatin effect isthe | connection. It would not be cf so much 
meaning of the resolutions—I no not, | importance to quote such an acknowledge- 
by any means, state thatsuch is the object | ment, if made by a Ministry, every one of 
of the hon. gentleman, but certainly, their | Whose members was known individually to 
‘real effect is to sever our connection with | speak his own private opinion, but when we 
‘England as soon as possible, to say that we | get such an expression froma Ministry some 
“want to manage our own affairs after our | of whom are well known to be opposed to 
own manner, we musteither sacrifice the | such a policy, 1t is an unquestionable sign 
‘interests of the empire or sow the seeds of of what are the views and opinions of t} 
‘discontent in this country. It has been| people of England on the subject. With 
admitted by the hon. gentleman himself, | regard to the desirability of reciproca 
that we can go atany time to England | trade between this country and the United) | 
and arrange for negotiations through her | States, there can be no difference of opin- | 
ambassadors with any country in the;ion betweenthe hon. member for Sher-, | 
world. Is not this enough for the hon.| brooke, and the other members of this’ 
gentleman, or must we negotiate treaties | House, but the hon. gentleman should re- 
on our own account which may be very in- | member when he speaks of the four long 
jurious to the interests of England. Well, | years that have elapsed duriug which he 
suppose the treaty approved of by Eng-| says that nothing has been done in this | 
land—for England is a long suffering coun- | direction by the Government that during | 
try—England is kind to her Colonies— God | two years of that time the hon. gentleman 
knows she has been kind enough to Cana, | himself, as a member of the Government, 
da, and ungrateful we should be, were we | was responsible. The House will surely 
not to acknowledge how kind a mother she | having a knowledge of the circumstances, 
has been to us. Well, as I said, suppose | acquit us of neglecting the interests of the 
England has ratifled a treaty against her | countrygin this matter, the charge of lying 
own interests for the sake of pleasing her | on our own oars is confined, therefore, to 
spoilt child. Then suppose that the treaty | Brazil and Ontario. With regard to the 
be broken—treaties as the hon. gentleman | United States, Ihave no doubt the hon. 
know have been broken. Well, suppose | gentleman is correct respecting the policy : 
that the United States broke a treaty | which has been pursued. The Canadian 
with us, are we to ask England to supply an | Government did everything that it pos- 
army and nivy to spill her people's blood, | sibly could do, short of humiliation to the 
to increase her debt, and to incur all the | country. 
Porors Of such 98 Wan, for bles pump eae my) gvy, MACH bra rae Meme atin 
carrying out, or vindicating the breaking of | 1.454 of that 


a treaty in which she had personally no 

interest, the existence of which was in Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—I 
fact an injury to her. Why, sir, you can | was coming to that. When we went to the 
reduce the proposition to an absolute ab-| country in 1867, witha case made out by 
surdity. The hon. member referrd to, the Hon. Geo. Brown in 1866, this was one 
Mr, Bright, and said thit we have a gentle-| of the greatest difficulties that we had to 
man in the Government in England now, |meet. Opinions were freely expressed 
who will be a help to us. Of course he|that we had gone too far. The people 
will, because he has said that England is | thought that if the American Government 
better without her Colonies, and that she | would not make a Reciprocity Treaty on 
ought to get rid of them. Thank God | fair grounds, that we should not go any 
the opinions of Bright, Minister though he ; farther. I believe, however, that the Cana- 
be, are not the opinions of England or the } dian Government took the proper course. 
English Parliament, andalthough he is not | I say there was a great deal of difference — 
the only Minister who is suspeeted of of opinion in the country, especially in 


a 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. é 


KAA 


=. 


. 


581 Customs’ 
Ontario, and a great many of the people 
of Ontario said we had gone too far, and 
that we should not have gone so far. 
Well, sir, we got the opinfon of the people 
of Canada, that while they desire to have 
reciprocity of trade, and while they desire 
the extension of free trade, and the freest 
interchange, socially, commercially, and 
in every way but politically, we ought to 
do nomore. We would listen respect- 
fully tothe language of the American 
Government—we would be ready, at any 
time, to send our agents to negotiate the 
terms of a new treaty through the British 
Ambassador at Washington, but we would 
be disposed to go no further. We hive 
carried out this policy strictly—we have 
ascertained what the Congress would be 
willing todo. We have found that the 
United States Congress would only alter 
their trade relations with Canada from the 
stand-point of American interests only, 
and so we left the matter with them. We 
find that while there are interests protec- 
tive, and other interests opposing the re- 
newal of the Treaty, and while political 
considerations are thrust on the American 
Government, the statesmen of that coun- 
try are prevented from being earnest in 
the matter. It is only when the good 
sense of the majority of the people of the 
United States is exercised, through their 
representatives in Congress, that we may 
hope to renew the intercourse abolished 
in 1864. We are quite ready, when the 
United States express a wish for the re- 
newal of the Treaty, to send our envoys 
to act in concert with the British Ambas- 
sador, to make a Treaty ofa lasting and 
extensive character (hear, hear). The 
hon. member for Sherbrooke says the 
true policy of Canada is to let-the United 
States alone, and that we should have no 
retaliatory policy. Well, sir, that policy 
may mean anything, or it may mean 
nothing. If we increwe the duty on any 
article for revenue purposes that will 
be called retaliatory. But I may say that 
neither the Minister of Finance, nor any 
member of the Government, announced a 
retaliatory policy, or a vindictive policy, 


and the assertion of such a charge is mere | 


imignation, not warranted by anything 
announced. When the time comes my 


hon. friend, the Finance Minister, will | 


announce the policy of the Government, 
and not before; not prematurely, not in 
advance will he be induced or coaxed or 
argued into any statement of the policy 
which the Government propose, or in- 
tend to propose. But we believe the pol- 
icy he intends to propose will be satisfac- 
tory to the majority of this House, and 
to the majority of the people of the coun- 
try ; and all we can say is, that we will 
have what the Finance Minister said, no 
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retaliatory policy, but a Canadian policy 
(hear, hear). But retaliatory policies are 
not unknown, even in England, and they 
have been justified by great political econ- 
omists. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—For instance, the 
Berlin decrees and Orders in Council. 

Hoa. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Long 
after these days—long after the era to 
which the hon. member aliudes. Mr. 
Canning had something to do with it; 
so had Mr. Huskisson and Sir Robert Peel 
—a man of the new school, who first intro- 
duced the spirit of free trade, and after- 
wards carried it out. Nobody knows bet- 
ter than the hon. member for Chateauguay 
that Mr. Canning was as liberal in his 
commercial policy as the spirit of the age 
would allow. We have heard of the cele- 
brated rhyming despatch to Falck, the 
Minister of Holland, who would persist, - 
notwithstanding the pressure of England, 
in putting heavy dues on English  ship- 


ping. We remember the despatch to 
Sir Charles Bagot, the Minister at the 
Hague :— 


In matters of commerce, the fault of the BDutek 
Is giving too little and asking too much, 
With equal advantage the Freuch are content, 
So we'll clap on Dutch bottoms 

Twenty per cent, 

Twenty per cent, 

Twenty per cent, 
Nous frapperons Falck twenty per cent. 


(laughter). That retaliatory policy was 
found completely successful ; and the im- 
position of twenty per cent. was the 
means of inducing Holland to adopt a Re- 
ciprocity Treaty which exists to the 
present time. Idon’t say we are going 
to clap on twenty per cent., yet that 
such a policy was successful we have very 
good authority. «This can be no object of 
a Canadian policy, yet we found in 1865 
that the member for Sherbrooke pre- 
posed a duty of fifty per cent. on flour 
(laughter). 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—I intended to de 
so (laughter), but I was obliged to put it 
on, and putit before the House greatly 
against my will, (hear, hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
hon. memberjfor Chateauguay,;charged him 
at the time with introducing the Corn 
Laws. 

Mr. MACKENZIE —There was a majority 
in the Cabinet then. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—It was 
a whole Cabinet. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—You admit minort- 
ties in the Cabinet. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD =i 
will not follow the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke in his remarks on the Canal pelicy, 
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the extension of the St. Lawrence and Wel- 
land communication. These expenses, he 
says, muy be charged on the revenue or on 
posterity, though the question is too im- 
portant to be brought up ina discussion of 
this kind. I shall now satisfy myself in 
reading the amendment I am now going 
to place in the hands of the Speaker, and 
it is as follows: 


“That all after the word ‘resolved’ in the 
main resolution be struck out, and the following 
substituted: ‘That this House, while desirous 
of obtaining for the Dominion the freest access 
to the markets of the world, and thus augmen- 
ting and extending its prosperity, is satisfied 
that this object can be best cbtained by the con- 
current action of the Imperial and Canadian 
Governments, and that any attempt to enter 
into a treaty with a foreign power, without the 
strong and direct support of the Mother Coun- 
try, as the principal party, must fail, and that a 
Customs Union with the United States, now so 
heavily taxed, would be unfair to the empire 
and injurious to the Dominion, and weaken the 
ties now so happily existing between them.’ ” 


This amendment I am sure, will meet 
the support of the country, and put a 
° r s X aa ass 
guietus on Zollvyerein Customs’ Unions, free 
trade, and the right to declire peace and 
war, (applause). 


Hon. Mr. SMITH sezonded the ;esolution. 
He said, I think I have reason to com- 
plain of the language of the Minister of 
Justice, for | have been a good many years 
in political life, and my loyalty has never 
before been questioned, (hear, hear). I 
think the course adopted ly the minister 
of Justice has rendered is necessary for 
every gentleman who, in the interests of 
the public, supports the amendment of the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke, to rise and 
exculpate himself from the imputations 
east on him in the spcech of the Minister 
of Justice. It would seem from the lan- 
guage of that hon. gentleman that we were 
gravely and solemnly discussing the ques- 
tion of separation. But is that contem- 
plated (hear, hear)? Is it meant or im- 
plied in the resolutions? Is there any- 
thing in the resoluti.n which could pos- 
sibly lead to such a conclusion? JI must 
confess I read it carefully before it went to 
the House, and could discern nothing of 
the kind. WhenI consented to move in 
the resolution, | thought the matter was 
superior to partizan politics, and that it was 
a question involving the material interests 
of the country, that it was a question the 
Government would not in its wisdom, see 
fit to oppose, and that, in fact it would 
adopt the proposition.. I felt really that 
in Confederation we certainly are not now 
realizing what we were induced to believe 
we should realize if we entered Confedera.- 
tion. I can appeal to members from my 
own Province, and to the Minister of Cus- 
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toms himself, and I ask him whether we 
were not told that in Confederation our 
rights would be larger and greater than 
out of Confederation, and that we would 
have power to make treaties of commerce, 
and thus promote the interests of our own 
Provinces, and that while indeed our 
voices were feeble and weak, when united 
we would speak with a powerful voice in 
the promotion of the interests of our coun- 
try. Ifthe Minister of Justice is correct 
in his statements, what, I would ask, is the 
difference in our relations at the present, 
and in our relations previous to Confeder- 
ation? Did we not negotiate a treaty with 
the United States through the British Gov- 
ernment, and are we not now asked to do 
the same thing through the same source? 
I say, therefore, our political relations are 
unehanged, and that we are not allowed 
to look after our own interests. [am 
rather aston:shed at the course taken by 
the Minister of Justice. Does he desire 
to go to the people and say we are not 
acting within the bounds of the constitu- 
tion if we apply to the Imperial Govern- 
ment respectfully for larger power for the 
people of this Dominion? (Applause). 
When I looked at the report of the Com- 
missioners, published in 1865—the Minis- 
ter of Justice was the head of the Govern- 
ment at the time—I thought the Canadian 
Government had conceived the idea of 
extending our commercial relations with 
other countries ; but now the man who 
works for the same object has the charge 
of disloyalty thrown in his teeth (hear, 
hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
charged disloyalty on the Customs’ Union 
proposition. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—The Minister of Jus- 
tice said these resolutions were almost as 
bad in the spirit as in the matter, and im- 
plied as much disloyalty. 


Hon. Mr. SMITH—Those who supported 
those resolutions were accused of disloy- 
alty—men who were never impeached in 
such a strain before—men who would not, 
for anything in the world, take any step 
calculated to result in separation from the 
Mother Country (hear, hear). I am ready 
cheerfully to recognize and acknowledge 
the tremendous power of the Minister 
of Justice and his impetuous eloquence, 
but Iwill not allow him to charge dis- 
loyalty on those who have supported the 
resolutions (applause). It is my humble 
conv.ct.on that with the legislation and 
policy of this Dominion we can get no Re- 
ciprocity Treaty with the United States. 
Ihave not the remotest hope that we shall 
have a Treaty at the present time—though 
I should be delighted to have that hope 
falsified by experience. I haye not the 


| 


585 Customs’ [Marcu 
slightest expectation that any general 
commerciil Treaty can be made between 
usand the United States, and therefore 
I think that our legislation should be based 
on thit idea. I think our Government 
despairs of getting anything like a fair 
Treaty with the United States. Well, sir, 
whatare we to look to? I think no mem- 
ber from my own Province of New Bruns- 
wick will say that our market for that 
Province is the English market. We 
send there a large amount of lumber, and 
we are exhausting our resources, without 
getting an equivalent. We send there a 
large quantity ef deals, and in return get 
scarcely enough to pay for the transport. 
I think, therefore, it becomes an absolute 
necessity, in view of our own interests, to 
endeavour to find out some other market, 
and I think the British Possessions in the 


West Indies offer us a large field. We 


are practically shut out from the United 
States, and if there is no means of ob- 
taining that market we are called on to 
find another. I say that while I despair 
of getting anything like a Reciprocity 
Treaty, I do believe that we should direct 
our attention to our shipping interest. 
That interest is absolutely ruined in the 
United States. The people of that country 
are taking steps to revive it, by giving it 
drawbacks, but still it is sick and languish- 
ing, and almost destroyed. Our shipping 
interest is a most important one—(hear, 


_hear)—in. fact there is none more impor- 


tant. We have resources for shipbuilding 
not surpassed by any country inthe world. 
If by giving the Americans any fair equiv- 
alent in this way—-and we know they re- 


gard their shipping interest as one of pri- 


mary importance—we should be advancing 
a step forwards, why should we not take 
that step? I think the time opportune, 
now that the Americans are moving in that 
direction—offering bouaties and willing to 
make extraordinary efforts—I think it is 
time toopen negotiations with a view to 
get the right of registry. This is within 
the range of probability, and would have 


an excellent effect upon the people of the 


Maritime Provinces. By givingthe Amer- 
icans the right of fishing on our coasts as 
a quid pro quo, and securing the right of 
a coasting trade in return, the boon would 
be great one for the Maritime Provinces ; 
for I think we can build vessels able to 
hold their own with those of the United 
States (applause). In these resolutions 


- we simply exercise the right of petition — 


we ask the British Government to confer 
on us the power of looking after our com- 
mercial interests. Is it fair, then, for the 
Minister of Justice to say we want separ- 
ation? (Hear, hear). The charge of dis- 
loyalty is a very serious one, and should 
not be made without the fullest justitica- 


21, 1870.] 586 


tion. I do not hesitate to say, as far the 
resolution of the hon. member for Shef- 
ford is concerned, Ido not see any dis- 
loyalty in them, because they conclude 
with the provision thit everything must be 
submitted to the approval of Her Majesty’s 
Government (hear, hear). I told the hon. 
member for Shefford they were totally im- 
practicable, and therefore should voie 
against them; and, therefore, when this 
amendment was suggested, I supported it. 
I think we have disposed of the question 
of disloyalty, and [now ask the Govern- 
ment will they desire to go to the people 
and say they are not willing to ask the Im- 
perial Government to give us larger power 
to advance the material interests of the 
people of this country? (hear, hear) That 
this could be done unconditionally I don’t 
say, for I think it would be inconsistent 
with the policy of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to give us such a power without leay- 
ing themselves the power of the veto. But 
they could delegate the power to us to 
open negotiations, and it seems to me that 
this is all the resolution asks ; and that is 
quite consistent with our subordination 
to England. I believe the people of this 
country did expect, and do expect—at 
least in the Lower Provinces—that on the 
accomplishment of Confederation: power 
would be given to the Government of the 
Dominion to act in matters of this nature, 
and that it would have larger privileges 
than our old Provincial Governments ; 
but, if the doctrine of the Minister of 
Justice is correct, we have no more power 
than before. What increased power have 
we got? It would seem, indeed, that 
all the power this Parliament has is that 
of appointing the Lieutenant Governors 
of the different Provinces. In the first 
Speech delivered from the Throne, after 
the Union, we were told that we were 


Union. 


a new nationality—that our condition 
would be different from what it was 


before—that we were to have more in- 
creased power than under the old system. 
I do not now speak in a spirit of hostility, 
but from what I[ have secn, and from what 
I have heard of the utterances of the mem- 
bers of the Government. I understand 
and I think I may assume—that the Gov- 
ernment will adoptaretaliatory policy. I 
believe this Government, as far as [am able 
to judge, are willing to do everything a 
Government can do to obtain a Recipro- 
city Treaty; but I am disposed to ques- 
tion them about their course as to the 
report of the commission which was sent 
to the West Indies. Was not the object 
of that commission one of ultimate benefit? 
Was it not contemplated that some 
action should be taken on that report, 


but in the meantime nothing what- 
ever has been done? I am _ not 
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ernment for the delay, 
they may be able to explain it. 
Now, sir, as to the charge of disloyalty 
against any hon. member supporting the 
resolutions, I say it is a serious matter 
when you find one honourable member 
eharging another hon. member with bemg 
disloyal. Itisavery serious charge and 
should not be made without full considera- 
tion. I think that in this the Hon. Mi- 
nister of Justice has gone, perhaps, beyond 
what on reflection, he will think he ought 
not to have gone (hear, hear.) I should be 
yery sorry, sir, to appear to dictate to 
him ai all, but there is a point beyond 
which he should not go. So far as the reso- 
futions of my hon. friend, the hon. mem- 
ber for Shefford, are concerned, I do not 
gee anything in them to object to, solely 
fecause they conclude with this clause, 
that every thing is to be done subject to 
the approval of Her Majesty's Govern- 
ment, but still 1 told my hon. friend that 
they were totally impracticable, and that 


f believe that they are totally impracticable | that time, (hear, hear). 


a is impossible to gain anything by them, 
éhat they involved too much, and that there- 
fore I should vote against them; but when 
this amendment of the Hon. member for 
Sherbrooke was suggested, it seemed tome 
tw meet the justice of the case; and I did 
mot think that the Government would be 
‘anwilling to assent to a motion, by which, 
to show their willingness to ask the Impe- 
rial Government to confer upon the Colo- 
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for perhaps | With regard to our commercial relations 
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with the United States, it has been a mat- 
ter of suspicion ever since the Report of . 
the Commission has been meade, and no 
doubt considerable doubt has existed as 
to what the Government cf the United 
States would do, and Ido not think that 
our Government have done every thing 
that a Government could do inthe matter. 
It is with the view that some more effect- 
ual means might be taken that I support 
this resolution. Now, sir, I apologise to 
the House for taking up this time, (cries 
of ‘‘goon’’). With regard to the shipping 
interests of my own Province, every hon. 
gentleman knows that the shipping inter- 
est is declining. It seems that in 1864 
and 1865 it reached its culm'nating point, 
but had been declining ever since. We 
find that in the year 1864, the number of 
vessels built was 163, the tonnage being 
92,000; in 1865, 148 vessels, of 65,000 
tons, and in 1866, 86 vessels, of 34,000 
tons, and there has been a falling off since 
From 1864 the 
interest has been declining, and it is now 
admitted that so far as building vessels in 
New Brunswick, it is perfect nonsense to 
build them. That business has been aban- 
doned entirely, and I believe the only 
vessels built have been some for the pur- 
pose of usng in the Provincial waters. 
We have got to look to some other mar- 
kets and other channels of trade, and 
theretore, I will support the resolution. 


mial Government the power of negotiating | So far as I am personally concerned, I may 


eommercial arrangements calculated to 


say that the imputation thrown out of dis- 


advance the interests of the people of this | loyalty is without any foundation or justi- 


eountry. Now, sir, Ido not say that to 
this Government should be given the ulti- 
mate power of determining these matters, 


but I do think that they should delegate | 


the power of opening negotiations with 
other countries without being necessitated 
to going to them in the first instance. It 
seems to me that this is all that is re- 
cuired, and the resolutions distinctly state 
that we shall not ask for power to con- 
conclude any treaty unless Her Majesty’s 
Government approve of it. I believe that 
the people of this country did expect,— 
and did expect, particularly in the Lower 
Provinces—that larger powers would be 
given to this Government after Confedera- 
tion, and that while we recognised our 
relations to England still that we should 
have a greater power than either Local or 
Provincial Governments, but as I said be- 
fore, if the doctrine of the Hon. Minister 
of Justice is correct, we have no more 
power now than we had before. What in- 
creased power have we now that was not 
exercised by the Local Legislatures? And 
task where is the evidence of that na- 
tionality which we were led to expect on 
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fication whatever, (hear, hear). I think 
that the people of this country think that 
the time is come when we should call for 
larger powers for the purpose of making 
our commercial arrangements. 1 am sorry, 
sir, that the Government have not taken 
this course, for I have no doubt that they 
are a Government of ability and skill, and 
of this in such a degree as can well be 
expected of any Government (cheers). 

Hon. Mr. HOWE rose to address the 
House, but it being six o’clock, the House 
rose for recess. 


AFTER RECKSS. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said :—Mr. Speaker, I 
am afraid, after the able and very elo- 
quent speech of the hon. gentleman who 
opened this debate and the discussion 
which followed, that there remains little 
for me tosay, but yet the question involved 
in the discussion is so difficult that I feel 
strongly that it is necessary that the whole 
subject should be debated out (hear, hear) ; 
and it is of so much consequence that 
every public man who wishes not to be 
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misunderstood should state his opinions 
on this occasion, that I would ask the 
the House to indulge me for a short time 
while I express the views which occurred 
to my own mind while listening, as I have 
attentively, to those gentlemen who have 
taken part in this interesting debate. 
Now, sir, I will say to the Hon. member 
for Shefford that it is not my intention to 
indulge animadversions upon either his 
loyalty or his conduct in this Parliament. 
Sir, during the long history of these Bri- 
tish American Provinces, from time to 
time there have been collisions, and some 
times convulsions in them all., I find that 
men of the fairest intentions, have been 
misunderstood and some times have had 
their efforts laughed at, but it is not ne- 
cessary to impugn the loyalty of either 
my hon. friend the member for Shefford 
or the hon. member for Sherbrooke (hear, 
hear). But 1 must say at once to my hon. 
friend the member for Shefford, that I 
regretted exceedingly that in. bringing 
forward a question of this magnitude and 
importance that he has made it a party 
question. The hon. gentleman said it 
‘ought not to be and should not be treated 
as a party question, and I wish that he 
had followed out* that rule, anl had de- 
bated it upon its merits, but my hon. friend 
will allow me to say that he prefaced his 
speech by a party attack on the Govern- 
ment, and if he will allow me to turn his 
attention to a few of his arguments and 
statements, I will shew him how very un- 
fair and unjust many of them were. Both 
in his resolutions and in those of the hon. 
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member for Sherbrooke, we can easily see! 


there isan attempt to beguile—if I may 
so term it—men of all parties, and of all 
opinions (laughter), and among the men 
who are to be beguiled there are to be 
some of the hon. members who represent 
the Province of Nova Scotia as well as my- 
self, (hear). My hon. friend told us that 
Nova Scotia had been misunderstood. 
Well, sir, I am not going to dispute that 
at this time of the day, but this my hon. 
friend knows, that if he was misunderstood 
by gentlemen sitting on this side of the 
House, he was equally misunderstood 
by the gentlemen who sit on that 
side, (laughter). And if Confedera- 
tion was illegal, and the mode in 
which it was carried was unjust and 
unfair to Nova Scotia, then those who 
are sitting on that side of the House can- 
not throw a stone at us on this side, (hear). 
IT well remember that when I sat on that 
side of the House, with the single excep- 
tion of the hon. member for Shefford, 
whose chivalry I have always admired, 
With the single exception of my hon. 
friend, I got no sympathy on that side, 
and I have always thought that one great 
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mistake made by hon. gentlemen on that 
side was this, that calling themselves 
Liberals and Reformers they did not come . 
forward during those forty days, and say : 
‘““Your country has been hardly treated, 
and it ought to have an opportunity of ex- 
pressing its opinions on this question.” 
If they had come forward and sympathised 
with us, and aided us in getting justice, 
they would have stood in a very different 
position then from what they do now. 
My hon, friend might then have fairly 
taunted the Ministry and gentlemen on 
this side with having misunderstood Nova 
Scotia, (hear). Now, letme say to my hon, 
friend that in throwing that taunt at gen- 
tlemen on this side, he acted very unfairly 
and unjustly, and did not deal out that 
equal justice which from a gentleman of 
his open manliness we had reason to ex- 
pect. Now, what did my hon. and learned 
friend the leader of the Government? 
Why, sir, he may have equally misunder- 
stood Nova Scotia, but the moment a fair 
opportunity offered, he came forward, and 
so far as he could within the limits of the 
Confederation Act, offered us justice, and 
went, I think the gentlemen on the other 
side will admit, as far as the very verge of . 
the opinion of this Parliament will admit 
in endeavouring to right the inequalities 
and injustice of which Nova Scotia com- 
plained, (hear.) Well, whatmore? Why, 
during the last nine months that I have 
had an opportunity of daily intercourse 
with my hon. and learned friend, I may say 
this, that there has been no question in 
which Nova Scotia was concerned, that 
touched her welfare or affected her honour, 
but I have had the sympathy, the assis- 
tance, and the support of my hon. and 
learned friend, always, of course, within 
the limits of the Confederation Act, (hear). 
So much, sir, forthat. Now, sir, my hon. 
friend said the other day that nothing had 
been done towards conciliating Nova Scotia, 
that the Local Government and Legislature 
were still opposed to us, but my hon. 
friend ought to have remembered this, 
that that Local Parliament was elected 
with my assistance, that I traversed the 
country from end toend to put these men 
in their seats, and he ought to have re- 
membered also, and to have stated fairly, 
that both myself and my hon. friend the 
member for Colchester, have both run 
since that time, and have gained our seats, 
notwithstandmg the most determined op- 
position the Local Government could 
bring against us, (hear, hear), and that as 
yet not one of these men have gone back 
to their constituencies. Next year they 
have to try the questiongbetween their 
policy and mine, and I will say that [ look 
forward to that contest without apprehen- 
sion, and without fear, (hear). Now, sir, 
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the hon. and learned member for Shefford 
charged the Government with being ineffi- 
cient since 1864, and spoke about their 
petty procrastinations. | Will my hon. 
friend allow me to say that if that-was all 
true, that I think the hon. member for 
Sheftord may be very fairly charged with 
some share of the incapacity, for my hon. 
friend from Sherbrooke was member of the 
Government till the celebrated forty days. 
I don’t know why he left, but this I do 
know, that till I came here in the fall of 
1867, he had always been a member of the 
Administration. 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT—The hon. mem- 
ber was mistaken, though I do not sup- 
pose that he wishes to misstate the facts. 
Tresigned office in 1866, and d.d not take 
office again till July, 1867, (hear). 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—I entirely acquit my 
hon. friend, and am glad to be corrected. 
IT remember that Mr. Rose took office while 
I was here, and I supposed that my hon. 
friend had resigned just before. Will my 
hon. friends allow me to say this: that 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke hal been 
for along time the companion of these 
men—that he had sat in Council and in 
the House with them, had acted with 
them, and had known them all, and there- 
fore I think that the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke must have known of it, and 
if they had kept on procrastinating in this 
way that he would not have staid 
there so long. And when the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke resigned it was 
upon no change that his friends had 
in doing these things, that the hon. 
member for Shefford says, but it was on 
some dispute—not about Nova Scotia, nor 
about procrastination, but it was some 
dispute about the Bank of Upper Canada, 
so that in point of fact if the hon. mem- 
“ber for Sherbrooke did know all that the 
hon. member for Shefford says about my 
colleagues, he never raised his voice nor 
let the world outside know his thoughts. 
Now, let us look at the personnel of the Ad- 
ministration. Although I did not know the 
gentlemen with whom I am now associated, 
except by reputation, as [had known all 
the public men of Canada, I did not at any 
time know them very intimately until 
I was associated with them, but for 
the last ten months I have had an oppor- 
tunity of observing their daily public life, 
and I have no hesitation in saying to my 
hon. and learned friend, the member for 
Shefford, that a more laborious, more en- 
ergetic, a more well-intentioned (loud 
laughter) body of men I have never had 
the happiness to meet (renewed laughter 
and cheers). The hon. member for Shef- 
ford may laugh! Why, with the eloquent 
tones of my hon. and learned friend, the 
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leader of the Government ringing in his 
ears, and from what is known of him on 
both sides of the House, I think hardly 
any one will deny that if the Opposition’ 
were called upon to select a leader to- 
morrow, I will not say that they cannot 
find his equal, but they cannot find his 
superior (cheers and counter cheers). 
Now, then, I take my hon. friend, the 
Minister of Militia, who sits beside him, 
with his courage and industry (laughter), 
and I do not believe that anybody will 
find on that side of the House anybody 
who possesses, so large a measure of the 
confidence of the House—of one section at 
all events of the House as my hon. and 
learned friend (hear). I will not go through 
all the other heads of the departments 
(ironical shouts of ‘go on’ and great 
laughter), and therefore my hon. friend 
will allow me to pass on. But I will say 
this: That I challenge gentlemen on that 
side (a voice, ‘‘oh, don’t do that!’ and 
uproarious laughter) to form on paper to- 
morrow an Administration possessing more 
public confidence, and exhibiting more en- 
ergy and ability, than the gentlemen sitting 
here. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—That is very easily 
done (hear). 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—The Hon. member 
for Chateauguay says that it is very easily 
done, and I have no doubt that they would 
make a great effort to do it. 

Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—Give us a 
chance, that’s all. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—The Hon. merber 
for Shefford then told us that the North 
West troubles: were well known, but it 
seems to me that hon. members must 
have been strangely negligent of their du- 
ties in that, when we were passing the Bill 
last session there was not one man rose in 
the House who told us what was going to 
occur. 

Hon. Mr. LeVESCONTE said, himself 
and another member had done so. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE—As regards that mat- 
ter, this is not the time to go into a dis- 
cussion, nor was it his intention to do so 
in the absence of the hon. gentleman who 
was so interested in that discussion. Now, 
my hon. friend talked about the ballot and 
simultaneous voting, and seemed to think 
that all these blessings were imperilled, but 
I would like to ask the hon. member, sup- 
posing his independence resolutions were 
carried to-morrow —supposing they be- 
came an independent nation, would they 
have four Provinces and four different 
representation Acts, would they not 
then have a uniform general system 
such as is now proposed, and in which 
some interests are necessarily sacrificed ? 
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The hon. gentleman has referred to the 
celebrated free trade mission and he pro- 
nounced it a failure. Well, if it was so, 
again I say to him, that the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke was member of that mis- 
sion, if I recollect aright. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—The scheme 
was a good one, but you did not carry it 
through. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—Now, let me say this 
to him. My hon. friend is extremely 
anxious that the Government should as- 
sume the power of direct negotiations 
with foreign states, if I understand aright ? 
The hon. member for Shefford has modi- 
fied his resolutions to-day with a view of 
making it more acceptable to the majo- 
rity of this House, and still assumes 
that if we were to assume higher and 
larger powers, we should be more likely 
to obtain general trade relations with alt 
the world. Now, I put it to my hon friend 
from Shefford, after the Confederation 
Act was adopted, my hon. friend the hon. 
gentleman who seconded the resolutions 
to-day—Hon. Mr. Smith—I beg his pardon 
for naming him—and the other members 
from Nova Scotia went over to Washington, 
and they were there some weeks while [ 
was there. In point of fact, they were 
exercising, before the Confederation Act 
was passed, very much more of the same 
power which we will exercise now. My 
hon. friend and others went down to 
Washington and negotiated directly with 
the Committee of Ways and Means and 
in connection with all the Secretaries of 
State, with the exception of the Foreign 
Minister. He then brought all his power- 
_ ful influence and ingenuity and talent to 
bear to make that negotiation successful. 
My hon. friend did not fail from any fault 
of his own—he was there ingdirect com- 
munication with the Committee on Ways 
and Means and with the public men at 
Washington; itis true he was acting in 
conjunction with the British Minister at 
Washington at that time, and perhaps if 
there were time for it, and it was germane 
to this matter, I might go fully into this 
matter and show that the mission did not 
fail for want of any power to exercise di- 
rect influence on public men at Washing- 
ton belonging to the leading Departments 
and on the Committee of Ways and 
Means. Now, sir, if the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke will allow me to say so, we 
have not failed to reach foreign nations. 
It is true that the Government have done 
all that could be done, but after all how 
little is done by Government interference 
I will tell my 
hon. friend how we reach foreign nations— 
we reach them through our Maritime 
Marine, our super cargoes, our mates 
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our mariners (hear). We are carrying 
at this moment the flag of this Domi- 
nion to all foreign nations. Why, I see 
gentlemen sitting opposite from the Ma- 
ritime Provinces who know what I say is 
true—that there is hardly a foreign port 
on the face of the Ocean that our ships 
and mariners do not reach now, and if my 
hon. and learned friend the member for 
Shefford will see how the trade of the Do- 
minion is extending—if he will turn to 
the returns and see the number of ships 
that we are building in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces at this moment with a view of gain- 
ing and carrying on that foreign trade—he 
will see that we have the means of reach- 
ing foreign countries to an extent that the 
upper parts of Canada do not sufficiently 
appreciate (hear, hear). The hon. gentle- 
man made¢-a statement which I think I am 
in a position to contradict. He asserted 
to that we had not made any proper efforts 
get reciprocity,and my hon. friend the mem- 
ber for Hochelaga (Mr. Dorion), argued 
at length upon that part of the subject 
and endeavoured to convince the House 
that in some way or other the interests of 
this great Dominion had been entirely lost 
sight of from the neglect and incapacity: 
of the Government. Now, sir, there are 
gentlemen sitting in this. House who are 
accustomed to rely on any statement that 
I may make seriously (a laugh); and 
they will believe me when I say that 
from the moment I took a seat in the 
Cabinet, in Ottawa, down to the pre- 
sent hour, this Government have exer- 
cised all the means in their power to ob- 
tain Reciprocity with the United States, 
and if they have not succeeded it is not 
their fault, and it is not my fault, and I 
therefore say to my hon. friend from Shef- 
ford, that it is unfair to speak as he has 
done without having the papers relating to: 
this before the House, and these he knows 
we cannot bring, and therefore we are not 
in a position to defend ourselves from that 
accusation, (hear). My hon. friend ought 
not to hazard the accusation which I, 
speaking as a member of the Council and 
as a man of honour, declare is not founded 
on fact. Every honourable, every fair ex- 
ertion, which this Government could make, 
without lowering the dignity and sullying 
the honour of this Dominion, and forfeit- 
ing the confidence of this Parliament, has 
been made to obtain Reciprocity, and up 
to this moment communication is not 
entirely closed (hear, hear), and_there- 
fore I say to my hon. friend from Shefford 
that upon that point he might just as well 
have spared his animadversions. Now, where 
have been the difficulties about Recipro- 
city? Mr. Speaker, I am speaking here 
in the hearing of men who were at the 
Detroit Convention, and youmust go back 
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to that celebrated meeting to get at the 


Customs 


key of American diplomacy upon this sub- 


ject. Why, sir, at that meeting there were 
500 American merchants there, there were 
500 representatives of Chambers of Com- 
merce and of the leading mercantile es- 
tablishments of this Dominion. We were 
all in favour of Reciprocity, and the vote 
on that question was unanimous. I knew 
then what interfered and interposed to 
prevent the wishes and desires of that 
large body of American ec pitalists and 
merchants from being carried out? Well, 
I will tell my hon. friend. At that meet- 
ing in an adjoining room to which we were 
holding the convention, we had Consul Pot- 
ter, who was sent there—I presume by the 
State Department to which he belonged— 
and what was his errand? To negative 
the determination of that Convention if he 


could, and his advice to those men 
there assembled was: ‘Do nos yield 
Reciprocity to those Canadians !’’ 


What was his advice? I did’nt go to 
hear him, nor in any observations that I 
made did I enter into any controversy with 
him. But I heard what he said: ‘* Don’t 
yield reciprocity to these Canadians. 
We have got a higher policy, and that is 
to coerce them to come into this Republic 
(hear, hear). Give no encouragement to 
the Canadians ; give no aid to the discus- 
sion of Reciprocity ; and by and bye we 
will have these British North Americans 
so humbled, so hampered, that they will 
be compelled, in order to live, to come in 
and form part of the great Republic.” 
From that day, there is no doubt in my 
mind, that the American Government, 
acting through their consular agencies in 
all parts of the Dominion, have done what 
they could to carry out that policy. And 
I will say to my hon. friends opposite, 
that in order to prevent them from carry- 
ing out that policy this country and 
this Parliament ought to occupy a po- 
sition as unanimous as may be on the 
question? Let it go forth that we 
are broken up into fragments; ‘that we 
are continually discussing this question ; 
that we are not united on anything lke 
a British American policy, then it is not 
very likely that we shall succeed in bring- 
ing our influence to bear upon the final 
settlement of this question. Let it be un- 
derstood at Washington that we are di- 
vided, and the Washington Government 
would be encouraged to keep up their 
policy afew years longer, in the hope that 
we would be compelled to unite with 
them politically. And we know that a 
Mr. Walker published a paper ten columns 
long, arguing the question with us, and 
trying to persuade us that the’best thing 
we can do is to throw away our old no- 
tions of separate existence, and come in 
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and form part of the great Republic; and 
in some parts of the Dominion men were 
in communication with Mr. Walker; and 
scattered about here and there in the 
Dominion there have been individuals 
doing all they could to encourage the idea 
across the border that they have only to 
hold out, to continue their policy a year 
or two longer, and ultimately the Do- 
minion will be glad to accept whatever 
terms the Republic chose to give, and to 
throw overboard all ideas of a separate 
Confederation, or, if you will, a separate 
nationality. My hon. friend complained 
that we had no canal policy, and said we 
ought to build the Bay Verte Canal, and 
enlarge the St. Lawrence, the Ottawa, and 
the Welland Canals; and he holds out 
this as a sort of bait, as if the adoption of 
these resolutions was going to give us 
these canals. At the present moment 
what have we got on hand? The Inter- 
colonial Railway has to be completed, and 
when it is completed the weight of it has 
to be adjusted upon our backs. The Nor’- 
West is certainly upon our shoulders 
also. Would not anybody with common 
sense, with a reasonable idea of the im- 
portance of maintaining the credit of the 
Dominion, feel inclined to pause till these 
two great objects are accomplished, before 
he would embark us in a series of enor- 
mous expenditure, the end of which no 
man can see ? 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—Does the hon. 
gentleman wish us to understand that we 
are to have no einal policy till those works 
are completed ? 


Tion. Mr. HOWE—No# atall. I think 
the hon. member for Shefford ought to in- 
dicate the number and cost of the canals he 
wants to construct before he presses the 
matter upon us. He told us there was a 
free trade party in the United States, and 
we know there is. Well now, I put it fairly 
to that hon. gentleman, assuming that 
there isa large free trade party in the 
United States, as I believe there is, how 
are we going to help that party? Is it by 
being weak-kneed ourselves? by being 
broken into fragments upon a question 
like this? or is it by taking a determined 
stand and saying to them— 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Sterling protec- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE=—That question w.ll 
come up by and bye. ° 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—It is here now. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—No, itis not here 
now. Hon. gentlemen will be very much 
surprised—of course I am going todisclose 
the secrets of the Government now—sur- 
prised to find thata great many of the 
fears and apprehensions of gentlemen on 
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that side have not much foundation. I 
take it for granted, the Finance Minister 
will come down with a policy suited to 
the present circumstances and condition 
of the Dominion. What we ought to do 
for our own interests, we ought to do in- 
dependently of what other countries may 
do. The hon. member talked to us about 
the Alabama claims. He said the question 
of reciprocity could not be settled till the 
Alabama claims are settled. What is his 
remedy for that state of affairs? Why 
that we should have nothing at all to do 
with our mother country, and go in for 
separate negotiations, leaving Great Bri- 
tain to settle the Alabama claims as she 
ein. NowlI think that was hardly honour- 
able. He knows very well Great Britain 
has offered fair terms for the settlement 
of the Alabama claims. The late foreign 
Minister signed a treaty by which these 
claims were to be finally settled, and my 
hon. friend knows that if they are not in 
course of settlement now, the fault is nct 
Great Rritain’s. Why are those claims not 
settled? Because Mr. Summer made a 
speech in the Senate in which he amplified 
and enlarged those claims beyond all rea- 
sonable compass; and demanded of Great 
Britain terms which would have lowered 
her in the face of the nations of the world 
had she accepted them as the price of 
peace with the United States. Now, I 
do not think that the people of 
British America ought to lend themselves 
to the American Government to assist 
them in any way in forcing such terms upon 
Great Britain as foreshadowed in Mr. Sum- 
ner’s speech. 

_ Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—1 think the 
hon. gentleman will allow me to say that 
he is misrepresenting me. I certainly did 
not place myself here as the defender of 
Mr. Sumner, or as opposed to the policy 
of Great Britain on the Alabama claims. 
I quite concur in the remarks of the Se- 
cretary of State on that point. 

Hon, Mr. HOWE—I am very glad to 
hear it; but I think my hon. friend said 
something like this—that the diplomacy 
of England was inadequate to protect her 
commercial interests. 


. Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—I don’t think 
I said that, what I said was—and | think 
it is important it should be understood, as 
the hon. gentleman is evidently’ speaking 
under the impression that I was echoeing 
Mr. Sumner’s great speech in the Senate— 
that it would facilitate negotiations rela- 
ting to the commercial interests of this 
country if they were not encumbered with 
difficulties like the Alabama claims which 
existed in British diplomacy. 

Hon. Mr. HOW E—I certainly understood 
the hon. gentlem2n to say that British di- 
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plomacy was inadequate to the protection 
and extension of our foreign trade. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON—I don’t think 
I said that. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—If the hon. gentle- 
man thinks he did not say it, I will ima- 
gine some body else on that side did say 
it; and I will give him my answer. The 
diplomacy of Great Britain has for a series 
of years been in the hands of Lord Rus- 
sell and Lord Clarendon. I look around 
upon the benches on that side, and this, 
not excepting my hon. friends of the Mi- 
nistry, and I don’t think I can find on either 
side of this House a man of superior at- 
tainments and powers of mind and general 
knowledge of diplomacy in questions of 
this kind to the gentleman I have just 
named. Why, look at it. Within a very 
few years, what have we seen resulting 
from the foreign diplomacy of England? 
We have that great treaty with France 
which has contributed largely to the trade of 
both countries. We have seen China opened, 
and Japan opened ; and if now our vessels 
of the Maritime Provinces can go to these 
great countries and carry on trade with 
millions all over the world, it results from 
the admirable diplomacy of the men who 
have been entrusted with the great interests 
of the Empire in that respect. The hon. 
gentleman told us that free trade on this 
continent was indispensable. Well, I 
think itis very desirable, and I wish we 
had it. But if it can only be obtained by 
dishonourable acquiescence in what we 
believe would be compatible with our 
honour and our relations to the Empire of 
which we form a part, then I would rather 
be without free trade than accept it upon 
those terms. My hon. friend talked to us 
about’ the lumbering interest. I could 
not help smiling when he got into that 
branch of his argument. I will not yield 
to my honourable friend in respect for 
the enterprise and energy of the men 
who are conducting that great branch of 
industry. I don’t care where they come 
from, they are entitled to the respect of 
the Legislature and the community for 
their enterprise in developing so large 
a material interest in this country. But 
the argument ought to have been the 
other way. These gentlemen have come 
in from that great and prosperous country, 
where everything seems to be happy and 
prosperous, and have settled here in this 
degraded lind of ours, where we have 
no power to manage our own affairs in 
the direction of extending our foreign 
trade; anil what “do we see? Why, that 
even many of them are growing wealthy 
day by day. Why, some of the men over 
by the Chaudiere Falls are making more 
money ina year than would buy up the 


Union. 


599 Customs’ 


whole Ministry put together (loud laugh- 
ter). J don’t envy them. I wish them 
joy of it, and still further development 
of their trade. But, after all, we can 
hardly look upon them as suffering indi- 
viduals; as _ being “cribbed,  ¢a- 
bined, and confined’ in their trade, 
for the want of markets. I don’t 
believe that any legislation that 
we can enact will very materially 
increase Or diminish their guins, and I am 
glad of it. My hon. friend from Shefford 
has expressed himself in favour of a Zoll- 
verein. I need hardly dwell upon that 
point, because the leader of the Govern- 
ment, as well as the member for Sher- 
brooke has shown that such a scheme is 
impracticable. Then what becomes of my 
hon. fr.end’s policy? All shattered and 
gone to the winds. He knows that we 
could not enter into a Zollverein with the 
United States, without raising our duties 
so high above what they are now, that our 
country would be borne down by taxation. 
And besides that, we would be called on 
to do that which would be a stain upon our 
Legislation—namely, to give advantages to 
our neighbours across the lines, at the ex- 
pense of England. I will not discuss this 
matter from a sentimental point of view. 
I pass over all reference to the old flag, 
to the old sentiments and associations. 
I put everything aside with what we have 
been, accustomed to st.r each other’s 
hearts, and I will speak of this question 
only as a question of interest. I consider 
it evident that a Zollverein could only be 


maintained at the cost of our connection | 


with the British Empire. Let us suppose 
that we were to declare our independence 
to-morrow. What position would we oc- 
cupy in the face of the world? We would 
be a country something like Mexico, hay- 
ing about as much influence and independ- 
ence as Mexico, and nothing more. Have 
we an army to defend our frontier? Have 
we a navy to protect our commerce? I 
say to my friends from the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, it will be all very well to frame 
resolutions for the purpose of winning a 
party triumph upon a question like this, 


that ought not to be mixed up with party | 


considerations ; but they should consider 
how we stand now, and how we would 
stand if cut adrift from Great Britain. 
Now our ships traverse the ocean in all 


directions, protected by the grent 
navy of ngland. I would like 
the member for  Shefford to  an- 
swer me this question. If we were 


independent to-morrow, have we a ship to 
send to sea, or can we nave enough for the 


next half century to come to give to our | 


commerce anything like the protection 
which it now enjoys? Let us look at it In 


another aspect. I admit that if Great | 
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'and what would become of us I] don’t 


| progress than we have. 
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Britan and the United States were 
to guarantee the neutrality of this Do- 
minion we might occupy a position that 
would be safe. But who believes they 
would do that? And suppose they did 
not, and we were left independent and 
unprotected by any such guarantee, don’t 
we know very well that there may come a 
time when there may be a war between 
Great Britain and the United States. 


A MEMBER—No. 


Somebody says ‘‘No.’’ I wish he was 
correct. But looking at the history of the 
world, and considering the general feeling 
that exists in the United States towards 
Great Britain, I say the time may come 
when there shall be war between the two 
nations. And ifit does come, what then? 
Can we keep out of it? Idon’t believe we 
can. I believe pressure can be brought to 
bear upon us, and that we could be in- 
volved in the war in less than three 
months. Then I say to the hon. member 
for Shefford if there be a war I would 
rather fight under the old flag than under 
the new (hear, hear). But suppose his 
policy was carriéd out to its full extent, 
and all the great Provinces of the Empire 
were to become independent, I don’t 
think the spectacle would be avery pleas- 
ing one to us, to see the two little British 
Islands left isolated, and her sixty or 
seventy great colonies all cut adrift. Why, 
sir, chaos would come again, and_ this 
great Empire, which is now a source of 
strength, and protection, and civilization to 
the whole world, would be shaken to 
We would be shaken out of it, 


know; but I doubt if our position would 
be half as good as it is now. Supposing We 
adopted the idea of the hon. member for 
Shetford and established a Zollverein with 
the United States, we would have the trade 
of some 36 millions of people on this con- 
tinent, but what would we lose? That 
free commercial intercourse we haye now 
with millions scattered all over the world, 
whose commodities coming to and fro over 
the face of the waters with the British fle 
flying, and under the protection of the 
navy and power of England. Now, let us 


turn for a moment to the source ofa great 
' deal of apprehension in the minds of men 


when these questions are discussed. It is 
a common thing to contrast these North 
American Provinces and the United States, 
and say that the latter have made more 
But it should be 
remembered that these Provinces have had 


self-government only about a quarter of a 


century, while the United States have had 
it for nearly a whole century, and having 
a boundless continent to fill up, they have 
advanced, we all admit, ina degree that 
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is perfectly marvellous. But the true way 
to form a contrast is to contrast the United 
States with the British Empire, and when 
we do that is there anything thata British 
American or an Englishman ought to be 
ashamed of ? I think not. Within the last 
18 or 19 years we have seen the population 
of the British Islands, though millicns have 
emigrated from them,to other parts of the 
world, increased largely, and they now 
contain withina few millions as much as 
the entire UnitedStates. Within the last 
70 or 80 years we have founded and peo- 
pled the Austrian Colonies, New Zealand, 
the Africin Colonies, the Mauritius and 
Ceylon, and now the sceptre of Great Bri- 
tian rules over some 60 or 70 great Provin- 
ces and Dependencies, filled with hundreds 
of millions of human beings, and the great 
trade that they have created is open to the 
commerce of this Dominion. Then I don’t 
see that there is very much to be gained 
by our shaking ourselves clear of the Bri: 
tish Empire, and setting up for ourselves. 
I will not at this late hour waste the time 
of the House in quoting figures, but a few 
will be necessary in order to illustrate the 
argument I am conducting. 

When the United States declared their 
independence the whole revenue of Great 
Britain was nine millions, and now it has 
grown to 64 millions. The imports of 
Great Britain at the time of the revolu- 
tionary war were valued at only 15 mil- 
lions of pounds sterling; now the imports 
are 275 millions. And so with the exports 
at that time, 15 millions, and now 226 mil- 
lions. We have heard a great deal about 
the growth of New York, Chicago, and 
other large American cities—why Londcn, 
that old central city, the old home and 
tomb of our forefathers, within my mem- 
ory, has more than doubled its population. 
When I first saw it, it had a million and a 
half of people, and now it has increased 
to upwards of three millions. And so Bel- 
fast has grown; so Liverpool has grown, 
so Dublin has grown, so Glasgow his 
grown, until nothing that we see upon this 
continent is equal to the growth and ex- 
_ pansion of the population and industry of 
this old island. Why, we see their spin- 
dles and other machinery in operation so 
that the sun rises—though some days the 
sun does not rise atall (laughter) upon a 
busy hive of industry. My hon. friend 
will allow me to say that it is a great ad- 
vantage to the colonies to have intercourse 
with England, with her terr.tory running 
over one half the globe, and Iam of the 
opinion that connection with Englind is 
worth something if we know its value 
(cheers). 
three years ago, I hid the curiosity 
at that time, as at all times, questions of 
national rel:tions had an interest for me— 
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I took the trouble to ascertain the proba- 
ble growth of some foreign countries. | 
took the trouble to go where maps were 
made to measure the coast lines of Eng- 
land, France and the United States. Now, 
sir, | look for seamen always towards the 
sea; mariners always grow upon the 
coasts. When I came to contrast England, 
France and the United States, this was 
about the result: France and the United 
States put together made a coast line of 
about 11,600 miles; whereas Great Britain 
has a coast line of 39,000 miles; so that in 
point of fact Great Britain has connection 
with the sea three or four times as great 
as that of France and the United States 
put together. Now, sir, that being the 
case, let me say to my hon. friend that I 
believe that with labour cheaper, with coal 
cheaper, with iron cheaper, with every- 
thing that is required to build up a navy, I 
believe that in the event of a war Great 
Britain can so cover the ocean with her 
iron-cladsas to make her power upon the 
ocean supreme, and lam not afraid of the 
maritime development of either France or 
the United States, or both of them put 
together. I believe that Great Britain 
will be able fora century, at least, to com- 
mand an influence upon the Ocean which 
will make it wise for us, as a maritime peo- 
ple, to adhere to her flag(cheers). Now, I 
think that ifour trade with the United 
States forthe last 18 years has been de- 
veloping, so has that with the British Em- 
pire. If the United States is nowa re- 
spectable and influential power, Great 
Britain is not less respectable and influen- 
tial; and [think it would not be difficult 
to show that, in a military point of view, the 
ancestral bravery and manhood of our race 
has not degenerated in any sense. Let 
me say to my hon. friend that we are at 
the present time perhaps choosing our 
future; weare trying—upon both sides of 
the House—to urge forward this Confed- 
eration measure, that we are now weighted 
with the responsibility which this Act im- 
poses upon us all. I would say to my hon. 
friend from Shefford, that instead of en- 
deayouring to weaken the chances of suc- 
cess, the wisest and best thing he can do 
is to try this experiment fairly before he 
| rushes into others of great danger to the 
country. I, for one, as most of you all 
know, had no part in framing this Con- 
federation measure; it was not for a time 
acceptable to me, but having come here 
and having accepted it, I feel that my 
hon. friends from Shefford and _ Sher- 
| brooke would act more wisely if, instead of 
making the great interests of this Confed 


Union. 


When I was in England two or | eracy a party question, they were to endea- 
for | vour to combine upon some policy that 


would have for its object the success of 
this experiment, in the only way it seems 
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to be practicable (cheers). Now, sir, 
something his been said of Prince Edward 
Island and Newfoundland, I would say to 
the hon. gentlemen opposite, if they want 
Prince Edward Island and Newfound. 
land to enter the Confederacy, is it likely 
they wll come in when they see that in 
questions of this magnitude we cannot 
sink our party feelings, and cannot con- 
sider it as a question touching our commer- 
cial relations with other nations. If my 
hon. friend therefore would be content to 
look at this question merely as one touch- 
ing our commercial relitions, im order to 
secure the success of this great experiment 
‘of Confederation, I think it would be much 
more wise than the course they have taken. 
Now, Mr. Speaker, I feel I have treated 
the subject at greater length than I intend- 
ed, and have thrown out observations 
which occurred to me during the course 
of this debate, and I can only say that as 
the matter has been made a party ques- 
tion by the hon. members for Sherbrooke 
and Shefford, they can hardly expect that 
we can allow it to give him a party triumph 
(hear, hear). My hon. friend does not 
suppose we are quite so soft as to 
allow him to choose the ground upon which 
to fight a party fight, and therefore the 
result will prove that the hon. member for 
Shefford will have no other choice but to 
accept the consequences of the course he 
has taken. \ 

Mr. MACKENZIE said: Perhaps, sir, 
many of the hon. gentlemen in this House 
did not take any particular mterest in the 
early part of the speech of the Honourable 
Secretary of State, which he occupied with 
a laughable sketch of some of his col- 
leagues. The hon. gentleman might have 
applied to some others who knew their 
history to a greit extent better than he, 
and then he might perhaps have spoken 
with more historic fidelity. With regard to 
the resolutions now before the House, those 
moved by the hon. member for Shefford, 
(who sits beside me) I may say at once, as 
I said when they were introduced, I am 
wholly opposed to them (hear), To the 
hon. gentleman who has just sat down I 
have listened with the greatest possible 
pleasure (hear). He said he did not want 
to discuss this matter from a sentimental 
point of view. Well, sir, it may not 
always be interesting, and perhaps never 
very desirable to discuss a matter of such 
political importance from a mere senti- 
mental point of view, but I confess 1 am 
prepared to discuss our connection with 
the Mother Country, with a very consider- 
able regard even for sentiment (cheers). 
Canada was a British possession when [ 
chose it for my future home, and I did 
regret anything that would tend in the 
slightest degree to weaken the ties, that I 
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trust will be perpetual, between the Mother 
Country and ours (cheers). I have no 
hesitation at any time avowing these sen- 
timents, altogether irrespective of the 
spread-eagle style of oratory that some- 
times prevails. But, sir, we are bound 
sometimes to discuss public matters here, 
not merely as British subjects, no&\ merely 
as Canadian subjects, but to discuss every 
mesure with an eye single to the pros- 
perity of that part of the British Dominion 
to which we have become attached [hear, ] 
and looking upon the question in this 
light [am quite willing to admit of very 
great latitude in discovering great pol.tical 
questions. And lam notto be deterred, 
sir, by any mere cry of disloyalty from ex- 
pressing my sentiments with the grextest 
possible freedom. My hon. friend from 
Westmoreland [Hon. Albert Smith] has told 
us this was the first time he was ever ac- 
cused of disloyalty. Sir, I might tell the 
hon. gentleman that when he gets better 
acquainted with the colleagues of that 
hon. Secretary of State, he will not have 
that tosay long, for I have been accused 
of disloyalty at every general election ; as 
regularly as Parliament dies the cry has 
been raised against me throughout the 
country. But it did not have the slight- 
est efiect, for no one in my own county 
paid the slightest regard to these declara- 
tions of the opposite party. I feel, sir, as 
Edmund Burke did when. Lord Onslow 
charged him in the House of Commons 
with disloyalty. Hesaid “I yield, sir, to 
no one in the feeling of loyalty to His 
Majesty, but Ido not think I am bound to 
extend that feeling of loyalty to His Maj- 
esty’s man-servant, his maid-servant, his 
ox or his ass’ [great laughter]. And sir 
for this reason I[ shall discuss with the 
most perfect freedom every question that 
comes before us, but I may comphment 
my hon. friend opposite [Mr. Howe] for 
distinctly forbearing to make any allusion 
to any one’s disloyalty. I think sir it was 
exceedingly discreet for the hon. gentle- 
man to do so [hear, and laughter]. Now, 
sir, with regard to the allegations made in 
the early period of this discussion with 
regard to the state of the country, I think 


it would be exceedingly  unfor- 
tunate were the impression to go 
abroad and be disseminated in other 


countries, especially in the United States, 
that Canada was suffering severely be- 
cause she had not the commercial treaty 
we all desire to have. S:r, I think it would 
be unfortunate if it were supposed that 
Canada was less prosperous than the Uni- 
ted States, and the exodus which appears 
to have taken place from some of the 
counties of Lower Canada, 1s not to be 
taken as a fair example of the state of the 
country generally. I must believe from. 
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the statements of hon. gentlemen, thot in 
certain quarters of that Province there 
has been a very considerable amsunt of 
distress from want of labour, cr at all 
events, from a want of sutficient employ- 
ment for the population that live there. 
But I can say that the country at large, in 
my opinicn, is not suffering from the state 
of things described by the same gentle- 
men as obtaining in the Province [ have 
alluded to (hear). I think the population 
of Ontario, with which I am best acquaint- 
ed, has advanced at perhaps as rapid a 
rate as may reasonably be expected. 
When we know that the population at the 
last census in 1861 was only 1,400,000, 
and now it is about 2,000,000, we have no 
good reason to be discouraged at the pro- 
gress the country is making. But at the 
same time it is tolerably evident that 
while unusual difficulties were being 
overcome, and manufactures established, 
the statesmen of the country must not sit 
down and count their fingers, expect- 


ing that everything will go on as 
before, because our trade relations 
and the industrial interests of the 


country are constantly changing, and these 
have now attained an importance that 
must command the earliest attention of 
any Legislature that is to be considered 
equal to the task imposed upon it. And 
therefore it is that I look with the greatest 
possible interest upon a discussion affect- 
ing our commercial relations with other 
countries. I believe, sir, Lsaid on a former 
occasion that the greatest possible aid we 
can have is to be on the freest possible 
terms of intercourse with all nations with 
whom it is possible to communicate. I 
believe the system the United States de- 


liberately adopted, of protecting every- i 


thing, has resulted most disastrously to 
them as a people. I believe it has de- 
creased the revenue. I believe it has 
ruined the shipping. I believe it has laid 
the foundation of commercial and social 
disasters which they can only avoid by a 


- speedy resort to the policy which has been. 


so triumphantly vindicated in Great Britain, 
and in many of her colonies, our own in- 
cluded (cheers). Sir, in connection with 
this matter I was greatly struck with the 
evidence taken lately before a Congres- 


sional committee that was appointed to - 


visit several seaports in the United States 
and take evidence upon the gtate of the 
shipping. I noticed that one of the mer- 
chints of New York who gave evidence as 
to the state of the maritime shipping at 
the present moment, stated when he 
recently visited Calcutta he saw there 
one hundred and four ships in the 
harbour for foreign vessels, and of these 
101 ships bore the British flag, while there 
were only three to represent the great 
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American nation (hear), And more recent 
evidence still than this stated, that out of 
the 60 vessels present in the harbour of 
Boston, only 17 carried the American flag 
(hear). And this is not because the people 
ofthe United States are less ingenious 
than ourselves; it is not because they are 
deficient in the materials necessary for 
ship-building; it is not because their re- 
sources are limited, for they are unbound- 
ed; itis purely because they have estab- 
lished a system of restriction—a system of 
keeping everything to themselves and giy- 


“ing nothing to others—and_ this they ima- 


gine is the only way to make themselves 
a great nation (hear). This policy I be- 
lieve to be entirely inimical to national 
progress (hear), and nothing in the world 
has saved the United States from bank. 
ruptcy and ruin but the immense, unde- 
veloped resources which they have had in 
their new and magnificent country. Such, 
sir, | believe to be the policy we ought, 
by all possible means, to avoid. And no 
Government will perform its duty to the 
interests of this country that merely con- 
tents itself—as I believe gentlemen oppo- 
site have done—with a desperate struggle 
for position, for retention of office. To 
consider that superior to all other consid- 
erations; to care for nothing except to be 
called by certain persons, a leader; to 
have a certain number of persons whom 
they can call their followers, may bring a 
certain amount of honour, and a certain 
amount of gratification ; but to one whoas- 
pires to true statesmanship, who aspires to 
that which will bring lasting honour to his 
name, place is a poor reward, indeed, for 
neglecting the interests of the country 
upon vital questions (cheers). 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E.CARTIER—I Like 
to know it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman 
says he would like to know it, and I will 
discuss that by and bye. I will say with 
reference to that, that it is not my inten- 
t.on to discuss certain things to-night, but 
I will have the pleasure of doing it on 
another occasion. I will then address my- 
self entirely and more fully to the sub- 
jects hon. gentlemen desire me to. 1 
now desire to refer to the ground taken by 
the hon. Premier in his very able speech 
this evening—a speech remarkable, 1 
think, for its ability and remarkable for 
its disingenuity (hear and laughter). The 
hon. gentleman will no doubt see that 
this resolution was adopted with remark- 
able ingenuity by the Hon. Minister of- 
Justice, and he has made it a negative 
issue, though he must have been quite 
aware that sometimes his followers will 
vote against his own amendment, as they 
did last year on the question of the Goy- 
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ernor-General’s salary. 
one quest.on that I desire to refer to. 
The Hon. Secretary of State said we had 
no reason to find fault with British diplo- 
macy, when such men as Earl Russell or 

_ Lord Clarendon were at the head of the 
foreign affairs of their Government. It 
cannot be possible that the hon. gentle- 


man has read history, or he would 
have remembered that when Lord 
John Russell was Foreign Secretary, 


and went to Vienna, he was driven from 
his office for neglecting the interests of his 
country and he did not have the manliness 
to remain at his post to defend his conduct 
there, but resigned his cffise. The hon. 
gentleman will also remember Lord Ash- 
burton, by whose diplomacy we lost al- 
most the whole of Minnesota, Michigan 
and all those Western Countries,and if any 
Canadian diplomatist had had the manage- 
ment of the treaty at Washington for the 
British Government he would never have 
given up Columbia and its dependencies 
(hear, hear). Instead of the hon. gentle- 
man making anything by raising that point 
which I had not thought of at all, I think we 
have every reason to believe that we owe 
many of our present disorders to the fact 
that we were not entrusted with any share 
in conducting negotiations so essential 
to our future welfare (hear).I have heard it 
said, sir, that the United States and Great 
Britain would guarantee our independence 
and then we would be quite safe. S.r, I 
dont want any guarantee of our indepen- 
dence (hear). | want no guarantee of any 
kind (hear). We are now a part of the Bri- 
tish Empire, and if we are to cut loose 
from it | would scorn the position of a prin- 
cipality having its independence guaran- 
teed by any country. And if there should 
bea war at any time, I am prepared 
to take my musket for one and 
bear my share in that war (cheers). 
I believe I understood the hon. member 
for Cumberland gave a very emphatic 
‘‘no.’”’? I believe there is no fear of war 
with the United States. I believe the era 
of conquest is over, and though in some of 
their cities there are some lawless men 
who want to make raids and incursions 
into our territory, still the public mind of 
the United States is in favour of observance 
of the law, and I have no doubt they wil 
fulfil their duty towards Canada in this 
matter. In another point of view I discard 
altogether the idea of any danger resulting 
to us from our connectioe with the mother 
country (cheers). 


ago, I may just say this, that as long as the 
Western States have so much land unoc- 
cupied there will always be emigration 
westward. I recollect a speech which the 
late Stephen A. Douglas, a candidate for 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


[COMMONS] 


Now, sir, there is | 


| ply again. 
With regard to the) 
population of which I spoke a moment. 
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the Presidency of the United States, de- 
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'livered in Vermont, when he siid_ that 


Vermont wasasplendid plaice to be born in, 
but the sooner one left it after that event 
the better (laughter). Now I don’t say 
that of any portion of our territory, but I 
say it is quite reasonable that people in 
any part of our territory may imagine that 
they could better themselves elsewhere, 
and when they come to that conclu- 
sion it is quite right they should do it. 
Andmy exceeding anxiety for opening the 
Northwestern territory at the earliest day 
and in the speediest way is to afford a le- 
gitimate outlet for all the emigration that 
is pouring to the states from this country 
where they will find homes, where they 
will find a country that will take years to 
fillup. When the war with the United States 
broke out in 1812 we hada population of 
400,000 altogether, and the United States at 
that time had about eight millions. They 
have now a population of 40 millions, and 
we have now a population of four millions, 
and I maintain that we have made more 
material progress, in proportion to our 
numbers and in proportion to our extent 
of territory that we have occupied, as the 
people of the United States [cheers]. And 
there is no reason whatever why we should 
be discouraged at the present moment, 
but we should neglect no _ oppor- 
tunity by which we can minister to 
our own greatness and prosperity [cheers} 
We are not to be treated as the hon. 
Premier thought to do in belittling the 
country. If a Canadian deputation goes 
to Brazil or any of the South American 
nations they will be asked, he says, ‘‘ who 
are you, where are you from, we never 
heard of you?’ I think, Mr. Speaker, 
they have heard of us—I think that a 
country of four millions of people of such 
an extended commerce that may claim to 
be the third or at least the fourth mara- 
time power in the world—has been heard 
of before, and I donot think we will be 
asked who weare, or what our business is. 
Our commerce and trade relations are too 
extended for that, and if we can extend 
that commerce still further by direct ac- 
cess to foreign countries,what is there that 
should prevent us. The hon. gentleman 
conceded the whole point when he said 
that when we applied to the English Goy- 
ernment in reference to a treaty with the 
United States, that our request was imme- 
diately complied with. He says we can ap- 
The resolutions proposed by 
the hon. member for Sherbrooke only ask 
that we should do once for all what 
the hon. gentleman asked should be 
done in detail. If the thing is right in lit- 
tle,it is right in large,ifit is right in any case 
that we should approach a foreign Govern- 
ment, it was not wrong that we should at 
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any time go to that foreign Government 
ina way to be appointed. The hon. gen- 
tleman seemed to think that we should 
go there without the knowledge and 


without the consent of the Home Govern- 


ment. That is not ajust assumption. It 
isto be presumed, if these resolutions 
should be adopted, that such regulations 
should be established by the British Gov- 
ernment as would enable our envoys to 
communicate with these British possess- 
ions, and foreign states directly, and at 
the same time in concurrence with the 
- British Minister at the places ,to which we 
wished to send them. It is in fact, in my 
opinion, an essential portion of the plan 
that some such regulations should be 
made by the British Government after we 
had arranged the terms of our commer- 
cial intercourse, for the resvlutions have 
no reference to political relaticns into 
which we might wish to enter, After a 
treaty is arranged the British Government 


_ will be called upon for its decision, as to 
, approval or otherwise. I would not in all 


\ eases ask that they should give their sanc- 
ition. This could not be expected in 
cases where their interests conflict with 


ours ‘as it is possible they may 
in ‘some ‘points. But if I were a 
- Canadian envoy, I would not 


- attempt to negotiate a treaty in favour of 


Canadian interests, that would be injuri- 
The hon. gentle- 
man, as the second part of his argument, 
said ‘‘Whatanice state of things there 
would be if we were refused the sanction 
of the British Government to a treaty en- 
tered into by us. What a nice quarrel we 
should have.” Why, sir, we are involved 
in these quarrels every year (hear, hear). 
It is not long since we were involved in a 
quarrel about the Governor’s salary, and I 
do not think any very serious results have 
followed. Ido not think that any man in 
the House was a whit the less loyal—chear, 
hear)—because the plan of our constitu- 
tion is adverse to Imperial authority. All 
the quarrel dreaded by the hon. gentle- 
man can only exist in his imagimation, and 
all the hon. gentleman has said about it is 
mere declamation (hear, hear). The hon. 
gentleman seems to be in exceeding great 
fear lest we should incur the dread results 
of a difference with the Imperial Govern- 
ment. Why, Mr. Speaker, the hon. gen- 
tlemen themselves got a snubbing the 
other day from the Imperial authorities, in 
reference to their—I do not know exactly 
what to call it—misappropriation of the 
Intercolonial Fund. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
utilizing. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—The misappropria- 
tion of a great portion of the Intercolonial 
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Loan. Well, the hon. gentleman docs not 
seem to be affected much in spirit on that 
account. Why the thing is as near non- 
sense as it can be. 


Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD---I would 
ask the hon. gentleman where would be 
the chance of a second treaty with Spain if 
the first were refused British sanction. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—I would ask the 
hon Premier why is the English government 
willing to make a second Alabama treaty. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—It is not necessary to 
cite the Alabama treaty in particular. 
Fifty treaties can be mentioned which 
were first refused and afterwards accepted 
with slight alterations. It is quite possible 
that a treaty might be made that would 
conflict with some interest of Great 
Britain, some interest that was not con- 
sidered at the time by either of the con- 
tracting parties. This could afterwards be 
remedied. Why, the hon. Minister at 
Washington was told the other day that 
something which he had done, some ar- 
rangement that he had made, was wrong, 
and that he should not do so again. If 
we, after failing in anything once, are not 
to try again, the hon. gentlemen opposite 
would soon have to leave their camp. In 
reference to a retaliation policy, I can very 
soon express my views on the subject. I 
quite agree with the gentlemen who say 
that we should adopt a policy that 
will suit our country. I can imagine 
that to do so we might be com- 
pelled occasionally, perhaps very often, 
to depart from the true commercial 
principles that I hold are essential to a 
country’s prosperity. We may, perhaps, 
have to conform to a greater or lesser 
extent with the hostile policy that is along- 
side of us, but Ihave merely to say that 
any policy that is considered beneficial to 
Canada as a whole, Iam prepared to sup- 
port; but Lam not prepared to adopt any 
policy that is merely revengeful. Such a 
policy would be merely suicidal, and it is 
utterly nonsensical and silly for us to think 
of us here holding up a red flag and chal- 
lenging our neighbours opposite. I think 
it is quite possible for us, with the great St. 
Lawrence, almost entirely controlled by 
ourselves, if we had a competent Govern- 
ment, to place the United States under 
such favours to us for an outlet to their 
western produce, that they would gladly 
give us Reciprocity. But as long as we 
have a Government that is engaged entire- 
ly in petty scheming to suit its own narrow 
views, or that is exercised over a desperate 
election contest, we will never reach that 
desirable end. Some other policy is neces- 
sary before we can attempt to change the 
aspect of commercial affairs in this country. 
The hon. gentleman referred in his 
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speech to the arrangements proposed in 
1865 with the United States, and I 
stated across the floor to him that I 
thought the Government went a little 
beyond what I thought they should have 
done at the time. They went too far, 
when they found that they had failed 
in getting Reciprocity by treaty, in pro- 
posing a system of reciprocal legislation. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Mr., 


McCulloch of the United States Treasury 
proposed it. - 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman 
will not get away from me in that way. 
There was a Minute of Council which I saw 
when I was invited to join the Government 
which proposed a system of reciprocal le- 
gislation. If that had been carried into 
operation it would have been the most disas- 
trous policy ever adopted, and willing 
as I am thatevery proper concession should 
be made to the United States in making a 
treaty, 1 would a thousand times rather do 
without a treaty than change our laws every 
year, as dictated by the ‘United States. 
What I now wish to point out is that the 
hon. gentleman opposite refuses now to do 
anything without going through the Brit- 
ish M.nister, refuses to carry out a system 
of reciprocal treaty, and yet this same hon. 
gentleman at that time was willing to go 
beyond his powers in order to accomplish, 
by unlimited reciprocal legislation, the ob- 
ject which a treaty would otherwise have 
attained. There might have been 
something in it if there had _ been 
any limit, say twenty years, but no 
such limit was proposed. The hon. gen- 
tlemin now attempts to blind the House 
by the amendments which he has propos- 
ed. I, for one, do not intend to be led 
astray by the specious writing of these 
resolutions, and if any gentleman in the 
Ministry supposed that I was to be caught 
by a carefully drawn resolution, into vot- 
ing down what I believe to be the just 
principle, he is very much mistaken. 1 
believe that the Brit sh Government would 
not object to these resolutions, giving us 
the power of treating directly for our- 
selves, and 1 think there cannot be any 
possible harm in our seeking that power. 
If England considers that its operation 
would be injurious to her interests she 
can svy so, and there will be an end to the 
matter. J concur in the necessity of mik- 
ing the application. In the way the Colo- 
nies are now placed, it will soon be im- 
possible for them to conduct their inter- 
course with other nitions entirely through 
the Colonial Office. I believe that our ap- 
plic ition would be successful, for it is now 
universally conceded that it is necessary 
to grint to the Colonies the utmost possi- 
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bie freedom, to conduct their own affairs, 
consistent with Imperial interests. I was 
surprised to hear the hon. gentleman 
opposite speak in denunciation of 
one of Her Majesty’s Ministers, and to say 
that another Minister was ‘‘suspected.”’ 
Suspected was the word, of holding simi- 
lar sentiments. Mr. Speaker, I believe 
that we on this side of the House recog- 
nize Her Majesty’s Ministers and Her Maj- 
esty with more respect than the hon. gentle- 
man. Where is his loyalty of which we 
all recollect that he has a habit of talking. 
And yet, we all recollect that the hon, 
gentleman and Mr. Rose called Mr. 
an underling and an understrapper, and 
every body who opposes the hon. gentle- 
man must be spoken of in terms not be- 
fitting men of such rank and _ position. 
Now, I speak with every respect of Her 
Majesty’s Ministers, whether their views 
accord with mine or not. Ido not think 
it is quite a disgrace tobe classed with 
John Bright, who is sustained by 121 votes 
in the British House of Commons and who 
is sustained as one of the advisers of Her 
Majesty. I hope Mr. Bright will live after 
all the denunciations of the hon. gentle- 
man opposite (laughter.) To be sure it 
would be a matter of great congratulation 
for John Bright to Know that he had the 
approval of the Premier of Canada and J 
am sure it will be a great mortification to 
him to know that his course is: not approy- 
ed of by such an eminent authority. I felt 
deeply interested myself when I thought of 
what effect it might have on his waning 
health but I hope he will be sufficiently 
recovered by the time the news reaches 
him, to bear the shock (renewed laughter). 
Mr. Bright and the Reformers of England 
were the men who established that com- 
mercial policy which has so greatly con- 
duced to the advancement of the Empire, 
and if the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
and his supporters on this occasion are no 
greater sinners than John Bright, I think 
they may feel proud. John Bright and 
Richard Cobden were complimented by Sir 
Bobert Peel as the originators of that com- 
mercial intercourse which is called Free 
Trade, and the githering of that vast ac- 
cumulation of wealth which has resulted 
from the principle which the hon. gentle- 
men opposite wish to decry. I think, Mr. 
Speaker, that with my failing voice, I can- 
not say much more on the subject, but I 
support in the heartiest manner the re- 
solutions of the member for Sherbrooke, 
and the amendment of the Minister of 
Justice, with which he thought to cateh 
me is not to do it this time. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said,  challeng- 
ed as I have been by the very 
frequent references made to myself 
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by the gentlemen who have taken 
part in this discussion—challenged as I 
have been in reference to the commercial 
policy that I have advocated I think it 
necessary Mr. Speaker that I should make 
a few remaks in reply. I may say in the 
first place that I think it necessary to refer 
to the very dangerous character that has 
been ascribed to the views and opinions 
which I hold in reference to our trade re- 
lations. It will be remembered that the 
hon. member for Shefford called the atten- 
tion of the House to the great danger that 
he considered would arise to this Do- 
minion if we took the position that our 
fishing grounds ought to be protected from 
the encroachment of all foreigners. I[ 
think it ought to relieve me from any 
censure for holding erroneous opinions 
on this question, when 1 hear the views 
expressed by the first public men in the 
country. 
to warn the people of this country against 
the dangerous opinions which I hold on 
this question be will have tovisit his ana- 
them as on others more respected and 
honoured by himself thanI am. If he will 
take the trouble to look at the 
Globe of the 14th inst., he will find 
an article on this question laying 
down the principles which I have 
advocated in the clearest, tersest and most 
forcible language that 1t is possible to 
employ. ‘The anathemas of the hon. gen- 
tleman fall with tenfold power on the 
journal which he professes so much to re- 
spect. The hon. gentleman will be,much 
relieved when he also finds that in the action 


which I have taken in this matter I°am 


following in the footsteps of the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Could you give 
me my language on the subject? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Yes. For no lan” 
guage [ could use could give expression to 
the sentiment more strongly than is here 
given. I will now read an extract from an 
Order in Council drawn up by the member 
for Sherbrooke: ‘The Committee would 
also respectfully submit to Her Majesty’s 
Government that any apparent hesitation 
to assert an undoubted national right will 
certainly be misconstrued, and be made 
the ground for other, and more serious 
exactions till such a point is reached as 
neither country can recede from with 
honour.’ Will it be possible for the hon. 
' member, notwithstanding his great com- 
mand of language with both tongue and 
pen to give expression in clearer terms to 
the impolicy of allowing that right to be 
infringed ? 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Read the whole of 
the minute. 
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If the member for Shefford has | 


Union. “Old 
Hon. Dr. TUPPER—I will read another 
sentence. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT 
nals of the House? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—TIf itis not on the 
Journals of this House, it is on the Jour- 
nals of the House in Nova Scotia. I shall 
be extremely glad if the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke will move that it be brought 
down to the table of the House. Every 
line of this production bears out empha- 
tically what the hon. member himself says, 
and the views I still continue to hold. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Oh. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—I will read another 
extract: 


“The system of license will continue 
for the current year ; but it is proposed to 
notify the fishermen in all cases, that it 
will not be renewed for the future, being 
only adopted from a desire to avoid ex- 
posing them to unexpected loss, their ar- 
rangements having been made before the 
expiry of the treaty for this season’s fish- 
ing.” 

It is here proposed to notify the Ameri- 
can fishermen that their licences will not be 
renewed for the future, and where would 
be the possibility of giving a stronger cor- 
roboration of the intentions of the Govy- 
ernment? Was it surprising in relation to 
a question that involved the business of a 
large portion of the inhabitants of British 
America—a business worth from four to 
five million dollars a year—for such is the 
value to the British fishermen—was it sur- 
prising that the hon.member for Sherbrooke 
should think that any other policy would 
strike a fatal blow at a great branch of Bri- 
tish industry, and that we would have been 
recreant to our duty on that occasion, if 
we had not stood up forour rights? The 
hon. member for Sherbrooke would be 
not only striking a blow at an impor- 
tant branch of industry, but at the 
same time would be doing all he could 
to strike down the occupation and 
business that enables us to give employ- 
ment to 20,000 seamen, hardy mariners, 
who at the time they were pros- 
ecuting a _ profitable branch of 
industry were forming the neucleus of 
a navy which may one day be of benefit 
to the Empire. If the hon. member for 
Sheftord knew me better, he would not 
express any anxiety in respect to the sen- 
timents I hold towards the United States. 
During the whole of the desperate strug- 
gle that convulsed that country, no public 
man in British America maintained more 
unflinchingly the right, the duty, the ne- 
cessity of standing aloof from a struggle 
with which we had nothing to do. If he 
knew more of my history as a public man 
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advising the representative of the Crownin 
a most delicate matter involving interna- 
tional relations, calculated to produce 
. difficulties between the United States and 
ourselves during the war. When the 
Chesapeake was seized in the harbour of 
Halifax by an American man-of-war, when 
the prisoners were liberated, the manacles 
struck off, and the honour of the Crown 
vindicated, the duty was discharged in 
such a manner as to gain the hearty appro- 
val of the Parliament of Nova Scotia, the 
approval of the Crown, and the thanks of 
the United States Government. 
the President of the United States fell by 
by the hand ofan assassin,I had the honour 
of proposing the first vote of condolence 
proposed in the civilized world, and. both 
branches of the legislature were adjourned 
to show the feeling of Nova Ssotia. Who 
is there can look atthe great progress of 
the United States—its enormous commer- 
cial power—its growing and rapidly in- 
creasing. property, and. the gi- 
gintic struggle through which they 
passed—the patriotic manner in which the 
sons ofthat country maintained its national 
greatness—who can remember all these 


things without an intense admiration for | 


the men who gave such an example to the 
world ? But that isno reason why the people 
of British America should adopt a policy of 
humiliation and debasement, and al- 
low their commerce to be destroyed, and 
not have the courage to adopt a national 


policy—a Canadian policy such as 
18 calculated to win respect 
¢hear, hear). Does any man _ who is 


eapable of apprecixting the high spirit the 
Americans have shown, think they are not 
capable of exhibiting the same respect for 
the sons of British America, who may 
adopt the measures they deem necessary to 
promote their progress and advancement. 


Mr, MACKENZIE—Hear, hear. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—When this Recipro- 
eity Treaty was repealed, when the United 
States declared they would no longer con- 
tinue that system of commercial intercourse 
which ten years had proved to be most ad- 
vantageous to both countries, who is there 
that will say we were not free to use all the 
means in our power to make up for the 
disadvantage. I would like if the gen- 
tleman who spoke of a defiant policy—for 
T cannot but remark on the disingenuous- 
ness of the hon. member for Sheftord 
—I would like he would take my senti- 
ments from my own lips and not from a 
gentleman who speaks another language. 
‘There is nothing defiant or retaliatory in our 
policy. What are the facts? <A _ treaty 
was arranged between the United States 
and the British American Colonies, in which 
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it was agreed thxt certain duties and im- 
ports should be omitted on certain articles, 
now, when that treaty was abolished, not 
by any act of ours, I would lke to ask 
is their anything retaliatory in saying we 
are anxious for the freest commercial in- 
tercourse—we believe such intercourse is 
not only calculated to promote and foster 
friendly feelings, but we are able to show by 
ten years’ experience that it has done the 
largest possible amount of good. Asa 
member of this House I will venture tosay 
that under these circumstances when the 
. United States refused any longer to trade 


or manly on our part todo anything else 
than we now propose. The’member for Sher- 
brooke calls the policy of the Government 
a defiant and retaliatory. policy.. But 
he himself was one of the very first men to 
adopt that policy. He once said in plain, 
unmistakeable language, ‘“ifyou are going 
to take back free commercial intercourse 
you must relinquish the fishing grounds ; 
if you impose. duties the Parliament of 
Canada must act in the same manner ; 
this is not. retaliation but necessity.’ ‘The 
same hon. member came down as Finance 
Minister and asked the House to adopt the 
| policy of putting fifty cents per barrel 
on flour and taxed many other articles pre- 
viously passed out of the United States 
into Canada free. I was still more reluc- 
tant than the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
to enter upon such a policy, but I follow- 
ed his influential lead in adopting the 
license system. I did not hesitate to say 
on the floor of the Nova Scotia Legisla- 
ture, that I deplored the effect of the treaty 
being abolished, but that we had no alter- 
native left than to re-impose the 
duties which had previously existed. 
There was no person to talk of retaliation, 
and I am happy to say nobody was found 
to make such an unfounded suggestion to 
the Government and people of the United 
States. ‘The hon. member for Shefford 
tells us there is a great number of people 
in the United States who are agitating the 
country for free trade. Does the hon. 
gentleman know the most powerful argu- 
ment on which the free traders of the 
United States rely? It is, that Canada 
will necessarily shut the American fisher- 
:men out of our waters, and impose the 
| same duties on their products as they im- 
pose on ours. Is it politic, then, on our 
part to deprive the free trade party of the 
United States of the most powerful argu- 
ments they can use ?, In Nova Scotia, in a 
single year, the imports from the United 
States fell from four millions to two and a 
half millions. There are gentlemen who 
say that they despair of obtaining a treaty; 
they may well despair if they take up the 
position that the United States can take 
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everything from us, and we can offer no 
counter policy. I may now call the atten- 
tion of the hen. member for Shefford to 
an article written in the Toronto Globe. 
The Globe says : 


“The Americans cannot expect. to both 
eat their cake and have it, andit would be 
extravagantly absurd for them. to object 
to a plan of international intercourse 
which they have themselves maugurated 
ann declared to be the very best possi- 
ble.” ‘a 


Lwant to know if anything can be said 
by any person, more concisely or effec- 
tivly than what has been said in the ex- 
tract | have read. I believe the Globe 
has views in opposition to mine in many 
respects, but in this point we agree. I[ 
may say that people recently went to 
WashingtJn from my Province and came 
back wiih the statement that the United 
States wished to favour none of our Pro- 
vinces so much as Nova Scotia. 1 give 
this to my friend, the member for Sher- 
brooke, as a proof that the policy I pur- 
sued has not resulted in any injury to 
Canada as far as Nova Scotia is concerned, 
and to show that the very Province that 
has taken the strongest, ground on this 


Customs’ [Marcu 


point is now declared to be standing in the 


highest favour. The .. member. for 
Bothwell expressed his fear that 
we were going to make every thing 
in the country too dear. But this 
country isso geographically situated, and 
so various in its products and natural 
resources, that nature has placed it in our 
power to protect ourselves by a policy 
not retaliatory or vindictive, but by a 


national policy which shall encourage the 


industries of our country. By a proper at- 
tention to the development of our re- 
sources we shall have an interchange of 
products and in two years I believe we shall 
be utterly indifferent, as to whether 
we have a treaty or not. ‘Chere are 283,- 
000 tons of coal which come annually from 
the United States to Canada, and nearly 
two million dollars worth of breadstuffs 
It does not 
follow that flour will be dearer in Nova 
if it comes from Canada—for the value of 
flour is governed not by the consumption 
in Nova Scotia, but by the English market. 
What makes it so dear in,Nova Scotia? It 


is the large freight chargeable on the trans- 


} 


port of the article into Nova Scotia. But 
if you send a fleet of colliers by the St. 
Lawrence to replace the coal of  Pennsyl- 
vania, the flour will go back to Nova Scotia 
at half its present freight. The result of 
this state of things willbe that you will 
get new vitality throughout all your indus- 
tries, the great canals of the West will 
carry produce to the Hast; you will have 
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employment for shipbuilders; you will be 
creating an additional field of operation for 
the sailors of the country, and all this will 
be accomplished: at an insignificant cost. 
The coal of Nova Scotia will go to Toronto, 
at half the present freight, and the inter. 
chage of the products by the West will give 
the vessels a freight for the Maritime 
markets. 


Mr. MILLS—But no duties are required. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—The difference of the 
reduction in freight, corresponding to the 
duty, will give the market- of Ontario 
to the mines of the East. Everybody 
knows the mineral resources of Nova Scotia 
could supply the civilized world. We are 
now opening by the Intercolonial Railway 
anew coal mine of enormous extent, and 
a celebrated geologist, Sir Wm. Logan, says 
that there is no coal on this continent, 
and only one in England, to compare with it, 


and: that for the manufacture of 
gas, or iron, or the production of 
steam, it is of the highest quality. 


I would ask whether the policy which will 
bring people into the country, which will 
stimulate every industry in the Dominion, 
is not one that is worthy the attention of 
this House, irrespective and regardless 
altogether of its effect upon the. United 
States; and I have no hesitation in saying, 
that under the effects of a policy such as 
this, that would restore greater prosperity 
in this country than we had, under 
Reciprocity, we shall not need to go 
to other countries nor to the United 
States for a renewal of Reciprocity or im- 
proved trade relations, because they will 
be coming and seeking it at our hands. 
The hon. member for Sheftord looked for 
the discontinuance of the bonding system, 
as one of the results of adopting a na- 
tional policy, but he had not got very far 
in his speech, and when he referred to the 
fact that even the proposal of the 
policy of enlarging the canals led to the 
postponement of the abrogation of the 
Reciprocity Treaty fora year. I think, 

therefore, that the Government might well 
be trusted to adopt a policy which would 
be sufficient to meet this emergency. Now, 
I would like to ask with such mineral re- 
sources as we have in Nova Scotia, with 

such mines of coal, and iron, which will 
compete in its adaptability to the manu 

facture of steel with the best Swedish, and 
with the various manufactures that are 
scattered throughout the different parts of 
the Dominion, whether the time has not 
come when, cut off by the prohibitory tar- 

riff of the United States, it is not worth 
while to try how far we may increase these 
native enterprises, and give prosperity to 

the country, by adopting a policy which will 

meet the unfair opposition by which the 
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Canadian manufacturer is met from other 
countries. The hon. gentleman says that 
British capital will not come into this coun- 
try. Whatisthereason? He knows that 
manufactures in the United States are 

kept alive by English money; he knows 
that they experience little difficulty in ob- 
taining it; he knows that they depend to 
avery large extent upon capital coming 
infrom England—well, then, what is the 
reason? Why, the want of a policy such 
as I have indicated, which will give to our 
people in this country the facilities which 
are afforded elsewhere, and which contri- 
bute so greatly to this result. But when [ 
tell the hon. gentleman that British capi- 
val does not come to this country for this 
cause, stimulated by the belief and im- 
pression of a pledge fromthe late Finance 
Siinister, who declared that if they post- 
poned the consideration of the subject 
another year, that Government would be 
prepared to give the most serious consi- 
aeration to the necessity of inaugurating 
a national, a Canadian policy (hear), 
stimulated, I say, by these circumstances, 
$600,000 of capital from the State of New 
York is now being spent in constructing a 
railroad in Nova Scotia, to open a coal 
mine; and if the hon. member for Shef- 
ford would turn his back upon these un- 
fortunate delusions to which he has 
given up his mind and intellect—I say 
instead of looking across the borders, he 
would look to the means by which we can 
set up the great interests of this country, 
T believe that he would be adopting a 
course Which would go far to elevate him 
in the opinion of this House, and give him 
a high position in the esteem and opinion 
of the country. I may say, sir, that it is 
remarkable that the hon. gentlemen never 
rises to his feet without exhibiting some 
considerable alarm about the people of 
Nova Scotia. My hon. friend the Secretary 
for the Provinces has relieved his mind to 
some extent, but I may tell him that this 
Canadian policy—this national policy, this 
rational pohcy—will stimulate the enter- 
prize of all our Provinces, and will aid and 
assist in building up this great Dominion. 
And I may further tell the hon. gentleman 
that so friendly is Nova Scotia to this 
policy of building up our own interests 
that theréhas not been but one single news- 
paper out of the eleven newspapers pub- 
lished in Halifax has raised any objection 
to it, and several have come out warmly in 
its support. (The hon. member read an 
extract from the Acadian Recorder strong- 
ly advocating protection.) Now, sir, I give 
that to my hon. friend as the views, the 
language, and the sentiments published in 
the Province by a gentleman who is under 
the control of the Local Government, and 
who cannot discuss for a single day a ques- 
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tion of public importance in opposition to 

the views of the Local Legislature without 
placing his office, which is one of some 
emolument, in jeopardy. I give that ex- 

tract to him to relieve his anxiety, and 
must ask him never agairf to do anything 
so unpatriotic as to hold up to the country 
and the world the fact that Nova Scotia is 
in a state of intense dissatisfaction. Even 
were it true, nothing could be more un- 
patriotic. I say if it be true, that there is 
no language that could be held on the floor 
of this House more calculated to prevent 
free reciprocal trade, and retard the pro- 

motion of the best interests of the country 
than the propounding of such views, 

(hear, hear.) Why, sir, what do we find ? 
When I was at the Red River Lasked some of 
the insurgents how they could hope for 
success? ‘‘ Why,’’ they said, ‘ there 1s 
Nova Scotia ready to revolt!” (hear). 
I shall, therefore, again ask the hon. 
member for Shefford, on patriotic grounds, 

never to make such a statement again 
on the floor of this House. It would be bad, 
if it were true, to make such a declaration, 
but the hon. gentleman makes it in the 
face of the evidence that it is without 
foundation. I may say, opposed as that 
country was to Confederation—excited as 
that country was by fears that they 
were not going to obtain fair play at the 
hands of the Government—and excited as 
the prejudices of the great mass of the 
people were on the question, resulting in 
in the entire condemnation of the scheme, 
there never was a country in the world 
which gave evidence more clear, more 
unqualified and more conclusive since the 
change in the constitution of the country, 

of their desire to do all in their power to aid 
in its successful accomplishment. Let 
the hon. member compare the delibera- 
tions of the Local Legislature now to 
what they were two years ago. Why, sir, 
he will find that the talk of repeal, which 
has before done so much injury in the 
United States, is not heard now. Why, 

sir, he would learn that the representative 
of the leading city inthe Legislative Coun- 

cil is making the best of the Union to-day, 

and assisting the policy of the Secretary of 
State for the Provinces; the hon. gentle- 
man would know that side by side with him 
acts one of the foremost merchants of 
Halifax representing the metropolitan con- 
stituency of the country,who from being hos- 
tile to the whole question is now prepared to 
promote any course which is calculated to 
give the new system the best trial; and 

another representative of one of the coun- 

ties, returned an Anti-Confederate, has de- 

clared his intention of giving the best 
opportunity of working out this question 
(hear). And while you look at these de- 

clarations of their representatives on this 
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question, look also at the aspect of the 
constituencies themselves. Look at the 
elections of Yarmouth, Inverness, Hants, 
Richmond and at Colchester; and the re- 
sult of every one of those elections, al- 
though there were cases in which persons 
opposed to Confederation have been re- 
turned, I say every one of those appeals 
to the people have resulted in giving evi- 
dence of the great change in favour of 
giving this Confederation a fair trial. I 
ask the hon. member for Sheftord whether 
in the face of these circumstances, and 
looking round as he does and hearing the 
words of those who come into this Parlia- 
ment opposed to Confederation that they 
owe it to Nova Scotia and to this Domin- 
ion, to forget the past and to aid the 
Government or any party in working out 
this great problem in such a way as shall 
not only be advantageous to Nova Scotia 
but to the whole Dominion (hear). I ask 
the hon. gentleman whether in the face 
of such evidence he thinks it patriotic or 
honest to stand up and endeavor to weaken 
our position in the face of the world by 


intimating that Nova Scotia is still deter- 


mined in its efforts to weaken this Domin- 
ion, whose success we must all desire (hear). 
Now, sir, I need not say much bout the 
resolutions of the hon. member for Sheff: 
ord—in fact the treatment he has received 
at the hands of the House, and of his own 
particular friend is such as to make him 
and his resolutions an object of commis- 
eration. Imust say that as the hon gen- 
tlemen proceeded my surprise was increas- 
ed when instead of hearing him ore rotundo, 
as he usually does, and instead of listen- 
ing to the torrents of eloquence that usu- 
ally flow from his lips, I saw him seeming- 
ly in doubt as to how to proceed—first ap- 
ologising to those behind him, and then 
those who were before him. I thought 
that the hon. gentleman was in a position 
requiring the commiseration of the 
House, but I did not then suppose that 
his colleague—if I may call him so—the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke—was about 
to desert him and leave him ina minority of 
one. Isay it requires very few observa- 
tions from me, I suppose the hon. 
member found that he would have to 
look in other directions than our part 
ef the Dominion, for aid to carry such a 
resolution. But I have no hesitation in say- 
ing that the men from Nova Scotia would 
not have voted for his resolution—I have 
no hesitation in saying that the men who 
would advocate a policy which would in- 
volve this Dominion in additional direct 
taxation to the amount of five millions as 
proposed by this resolution, would not be 
elected there. Why sir, one and a great 
objection Nova Scotia had was a small im- 
position of $100,000—of stamp taxes—of 
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direct taxation. Ani I ask, under these 
circumstances, how are you going to ask 
the people to adopt this policy—for if the 
hon. gentleman’s policy is carried out— 
since he says there 1s to be no discri- 
mination against England, his policy will 
involve the levying of five millions of 
direct taxation, I say whenever the coun- 
try is prepared to accept that policy then 
I think it will become a legitimate subject 
for discussion. Now sir, 1 come to the res- 
olution of the hon.member for Sherbrooke, 
and I may say, that although there are not 
certainly the same objections to that— 


although I may say it is whittled 
down almost to the thin end of 
nothing—(a laugh)—there is enough 


left to make it objectionable. I 
must say that I listened with great pain to 
the declaration of the hon member for 
Lambton that he intended to give that 
resolution his support, for I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that whoever is indifferent 
to the success of this great scheme of Con- 
federation, whoever is indifferent to the 
preservation of those relations between 
the Imperial Government and this country, 
which we all trust mayso long continue, 
I believe that that gentleman stands pre- 
eminent for his devotion to the Crown and 
his devotion to those British institutions 
which we enjoy (hear, hear.) 
Therefore I listened with great pain 
to his declaration of assent to the 
resolutions of the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke, which are calculated to do more 
harm and be more injurious to the interests 
of the Dominion than any proposition 
to which at the present junction of affairs 
could be introduced. Now sir, I object to 
these resolutions that they are not only 
uncalled for but that they are injurious. 
There is not a single gentleman who has 
advocated the principle of having our own 
ambassadors and making our own treaties, 
who has not declared that there is now 
no difficulty in the matter—that the policy 
had not been already conceded. The hon. 
member for Sherbrooke is proof personal 
of the fact, that there was no difficulty in 
giving effect to the opinion of these Pro- 
vinces, even before they were united, and 
now there is no man that can tell us that 
in any measure which touches the com- 
mercial relations of this country on which 
we would not receive the fullest and hear- 
tiest co-operation from the Imperial 
authorities, (hear), Then sir, Isay that 
it is uncalled for, but I go further, and I 
say that it would be mischievous. I would 
like to ask the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke what the first element of success 
in a treaty is, ‘in all negotiations, in all or- 
dinary business transactions between 
merchants? I tell him that the first ele- 
ment is, that which the passage of his 
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resolution will sweep away for ever, and 
that is the power of giving effect of doing 
what they say. What does this resolution 
conclude with, that after you have spent 
_ months, and thousands, in bringing the 
treaty, the negotiation, to asuccessful com- 
pletion, without having the opportunity 
of carrying the Crown along with you, 
and meeting the difficulties as they pre- 
sent themselves, and having the combin- 
ed weight of the Imperial Government 
along with that of the Domin: on, after it 
is all done, the men, the party ‘who has 
negotiated with you, knows that the treaty 
is waste paper, and that according to your 
own system of government it has to be 
sent to the Imperial authorities, who are 
away from the spot and without the ex- 
planations and aid which had accompanied 
the actual negotiations, in connection with 
the treaty, (hear). Therefore the very 
first element, the very means of success, 
are wanting in this matter. The Hon. 
Minister of Justice asked this ques- 
tion, and was met with a totally unsatisfac- 
tory answer by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke, that if a treaty had been made 
and was rejected by the Home authorities, 
what would ensue? He was reminded of 
the Alabama case, but that is no parallel, 
for that arose between two countries who 
had the power of negotiating and who had 
the confirmation of the State behind them. 
You would not suffer the humiliation of 
the rejection of the treaty or negotiation 
over which so great an amountof care and 
attention had been expended. I say you 
would not require that, because there is 
no power on the face of the globe that is 
prepared to enter into negotiations with 
a State which is unable to ratify those nego- 
tiations or make treaties only with the 
prospect of having them deliberated and de- 
cided upon by a distant power. Nor would 
any foreign power reduce their policy to 
paper in sucha case. I regret that the 
hon. member for Lambton did not give 
this question that examination which he 
usually gives to all questions of this im- 
portant character submitted for consider- 
ation, because I feel sure that if he had 
regarded it with more consideration; he 
would not have been disposed to join par- 
ties in this House who stand before the 
country in a position so unlike his own, 
whose soul and heart and energy is given 
and devoted to the prosperity and success 
of the country, and its institutions ; I 
regret to see him give his aid and Co- 
operation to men whose opinions are the 
most directly opposite, and who stand 
pledged to the House and to the 
country to do everything that lies 
in their power against that which the hon. 
member for Lambton in common with 


_ every loyal and patriotic subject of the 
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/Crown fiels and desires—the perpetual 


connection of the Crown and the Domin- 
ion (hear). Sir, the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke on a former occasion charged 
me with having treated him unfairly in 
holding him responsible in reference to 
his views on the question of Independence. 
He stated for the first time that his views 
on Independence were the views he had 
always held. He has stated in his letter 
to His Excellency the Governor General 
that he believed that Confederation was 
carried out by the Imperial authorities 
with reference to the ultimate separation 
of the Dominion from the Empire. I say 
my honourable friend the member for 
Sherbrooke must excuse me if I join issue 
with him on that point. I will prove that 
he had no such views or sentiments when 
at the Conference of Quebec, he stated 
that the people intended to build up a 
great British nationality on this continent 
to remain in connection with the British 
Crown. I will prove that his views for 
which I now challenge him were not only 
concealed if he held them then at all, but 
that he has given us proof of what I allege. 
The honourable member when he chal- 
lenged me, explained to the House that 
he looked forward to Confederation as a 
means of making separation inevitable, and 
that that separation would inevitably be 
brought about. Now, sir, I have said that 
I would prove from the honourable gentle- 
man’s own lips my assertion that he was as 
loyal to Canada at the Quebec Conference 
as any other gentleman that sat around 
that table, and that it is only recently, when 
dissatisfied with his own colleagues that he 
has gone off at atangent (a laugh). Itis 
well known that at a comparatively recent 
date the honourable member for Sher- 
brooke expressed great dissatisfaction 
with the Imperial authorities for not 


having suitably marked the the ser- 
vices which he performed in _ the 
Confederation of the Provinces. Thatis a 


matter of history given to the eountry 
over the hon. gentleman’s own signature, 
thatin return forthe work he had per- — 
formed in promoting Confederation his 
services had not received that marked 
consideration to which they were fairly en- 
titled at the hands of his Sovereign. Now, 
sir, Lask if that be the case—if the hon, 
member was in a position to complain of 
the Imperial authorities for not meeting 
out that reward to him to which he was 
justly entitled, 1 ask him what change 
came over the spirit of his dream when 
that decoration was tendered to him that 
he was obliged to say that as a man of 
honour he could not acceptit until he 
had made some explanation (hear), Sir, 16 
is clear that the idea is a new one, for 
when the hon. leader of the Government 
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in submitting the Quebec resolutions de- 
clared his views on this great question of 
public policy exactly in antagonism to the 
supposed present views of my hon. friend, 
though a member of the Government, he 
was bound and owed it to the Parliament 
in which he sat and to the country to which 
he belonged to set himself right and state 
his opposition to those sentiments. Now, 
sir, when 1 look at the speech on Confede- 
ration of the hon. gentleman to his consti- 
tuency, 1am unable to find a single line 
that would’ give his _ constituents 


any idea of his present views, butI do find | brooke has taken. 


the declaration that the people of this 
country would be better able to do their 
duty ‘‘as subjects of the Crown’’ under the 
new arrangement(hear). One of the reasons 
for Confederation was that the people 
would be better able to do their duty to 
the Crown in the form of anew country, 
and that Confederation was required to 
enable them to doso. The hon. member 
said, that they certainly would enjoy 
more practical freedom in connection with 
the British Crown than they would enjoy 
under democratic institutions (hear). 
There is nothing to be found in any of the 
public utterances of the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke at the time Confederation was 
under discussion, that. would warrant. the 
impression that the thought had then en- 
tered his mind that he believed Confeder- 
ation would lead to our severance from 
Great Britain. I take up the Confederation 
debates, and I find the leader of the Gov- 
ernment, of which the member for Sher- 
brooke was a leading member, that vener- 
able and patriotic statesman, the late Sir 
EH. P. Tache, making this declaration as the 
ground on which he asked Parliament to 
unite these Provinces :— 


“He would, then, first address himself 
to what he considered the intrinsic merits 
of the scheme of Confederation, and he 
would therefore say that if we were anxious 
to continue our connection with the British 
Empire, and to preserve intact our institu- 
tions, our laws, and even our remembrances 
of the past, we must sustain the measure.” 


That was the view the leader of the Gov- 
ernment of that day took of Confederation. 
And another of the colleagues, at that time, 
of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, the 
present Minister of Justice, stated the 
whole case in the branch of the Legislature 
of which he was a member, and left no 

doubt in the minds of the people of" this 

country, as to the views and sentiments 
which the Government of that day held with 
regard to the results of Confederation. He 
said :— 

‘In the first place, by a resolution which 
meets with the universal approval of the 
people of this country, we have provided 
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that for all time to come, so far as we can 
legislate for the future, we shall haye as 
the head of executive power the Sovereign 
of Great Britain (hear, hear).”’ “ 
Now, I ask the hon. member for Sher-. 
brooke, if it was just to his colleagues of 
that day, knowing their views as thus ex- 
pressed, for him to have held the opinion 
which he now says he then held, and say 
nothing whatever about it; 1 say, there- 
fore, under these circumstances I deeply 
regret—no member regrets it more—the 
course which the hon. member for Sher- 
Knowing the great 
powers which he possesses, I look upon 
him with feelings of the deepest sorrow— 
(aughter)—tfor I feel that a great stan- 
dard-bearer has fallen—that a man of the 
highest attainments, with a persuasive elo- 
quence which it would be my highest am- 
bition to rival—that such a man should 
turn his back upon the principles on which 
this Confederation was founded, and upon 
wh.ch the people of this country were asked 
to sanction it, is, I repeat, a. matter of the 
deepest regret. I tell that hon. gentle- 
man that the organ of disaffection in Nova 
Scotia, unable to defeat Confederation, 
soured by discontent, mortified by defeat, 
doing allit can to undermine British in: 
stitutions in. this country—the. organ of 
the annexation party in» Nova. Scotia, the 
Morning Chronicle, has claimed him as their 
leader, and looks forward with some con- 


idence to the day when he will grapple, 


they hope successfully, with this question 
of independence, and ultimately bring 
about what they wish infinitely more— 
annexation. Whatdo our opponents say ? 
—‘‘ Where is your Confederation now, 
when one of the men who was in the front 
ranks in securing that measure has already 
turned his back upon the Dominion of 
Canada as an appendage of the Crown, 
and is now seeking for a complete radical 
change in the new constitution of the 
country. It is no wonder that under 
these circumstances I feel that the time 
his come when it is necessary to 
the interests of this country, that 
this House should understand whatare the 
springs of action that are moving the pub- 
lic men of this country. And that isthe 
reas.cn why I deplore that the member for 
Lambton should have given his sanction to 
the resolutions of the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke, which will not pass because I 
know the sentiment.of loyaltythat animates 
this Parliament is too great to permit it, I 
use the term loyalty in no offensive sense, 
I use itin the sense of loyalty to one’s 
country. Holding the views I do, I would 
be the direst traitor to my country, as well 
as tomy own convictions, if I was to hesitate, 
evenat the cost of personal friendship, to 
denounce a measure which I feel indicates. 
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a desire for independence, and strikes | that the friends and supporters of Con-. 


a blow at the first principle of all loyalty to | federation are determined to go unflinch- 
the Dominion of Canada. It is alike disloy- ingly forward in the path first marked out, 
al to the Empire for any man, I care | and to do everything in their power to make 
not how high his position, to lend his aid)that measure as successful as can possi- 
' to anything that tends to the severance of bly be accomplished. 

this country from the Crown of Great Brit- Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—I would be very 
ain. When England loses her magnificent willing indeed to give away to the member 
colonies, instead of being a power that we | for Quebec, but after the somewhat extra- 
can all look upon with pride and admir- | ordinary speech of the member for Cum- 
ation, instead of standing in the foremost | berland I think it is scarcely possible for 
ranks of the civilized powers of the world, | me to avoid making some reply. I must 
she will sink to a position of. insignificance | say that in the course ofmy Parliamentary 
that will render us, unwilling to own that we | experience I have never seen such a small 
had drawn our lineage from such a coun- opportunity taken for making such a vio- 
try. At present we have a position which | lent attack. I don’t feel entirely annihi- 
which is possessed by no people on the face | lated of the attack of the hon. gentleman. 
of the civilized globe. Wehave a degree | I imagined that if he survived the almost 
of security for life and liberty and property, | unanimous rejection of his own Province, 
which challenges the admiration of the possibly I may survive, even if Il do not 
world, Every British subject has the shield | meet the approval of the one last rose of 
of the mightiest power thrown around him, | summer left blooming alone in Nova Scotia 
even in the wilds of Abyssinia. I say | (laughter). The hon. gentleman is loyal 
under these circumstances the man who is | to a most extraordinary degree, but still 
willing to imperil that position of power/he is not loyal without a _ reserva- 
which we now occupy, and place us in a/ tion. He has not that unquestionable 
position dependent for security upon the | loyalty which would sacrifice everything 
passing current of sentiment that may | to gratify it. He finds it necessary to say 
run through a neighbouring country, such | that he would sacrifice all for the Domin- 
aman I say is disloyal, not only to the|ion. In what respect does the hon. gen- 
best interests of this country, but also to|tleman’s loyalty differ from mine, 
those of the Empire. Under these circum- | excepting this, that I consider I owe 
stances I have no hesitation in saying, that |something to the Empire as well as 
coming as this resolution does from the | to the Dominion. I feel, sir, that our first 
member for Sherbrooke—from a man whom | duty is to that great Empire which has 
the Annexationists will claim as their leader | been described in the eloquent words of the 
—and considering as well the intrinsic ob- | Secretary of State as spanning the whole 
jections to the resolution, I trust that it | world, that Empire which is first in civili- 
will not receive the sanction of any consid- | zation and progress—our first duty is our 
erable number of the members of this | duty to thit Empire. But it seems there 
House. Itis, perhaps, just as well that the | isa kind of loyalty, entirely independent 
classification of this House and this coun- | of loyalty to the Empire, and that is 
try should take place. Every day will de- | the kind of loyalty that the hon. member 
fine more clearly the position of parties. |for Cumberland glories in. I say 
In the first place, we have the old Con-|that if the interests of the Empire 
federation party—the party that brought |require that we should assume an 
about Confederation, and that is still | independent position, we would only be 
striving to carry out that great project. | discharging our duty by doing it, Lam 
There is also the party that opposed Con- | perfectly willing to be classed in the same 
federation, but who, now that the measure | category—as the Minister of Justice 
has been carried, feel that their duty | placed me—with John Bright and the first 
to their country demands that they should | statesmen of England, and to do my duty 
give it a fair trial. But there is still ano- | as a member of the Empire, as 1 would do 
ther party—I do not class the member for |it in England. I sacrifice no part of my 
Sherbrooke with this party—who, having | claim as a British subject in desiring to 
reluctantly seen this Confederation adopt- | carry out what the interests of the British 
ed, are lying in wait ready to do everyth ng | Empire may require at our hands, even if 
they can to paralyze and weaken us in the | it be to sacrifice that sentiment of syco- 
eyes of the world, at home and abroad. | phant loyalty which we have seen so often 
Is it to the interests of this country that | displayed here (hear, hear). Does the 
any support should be given to sucha | hon. gentleman imagine that he alone is 
party as that. Ido trust that the decision | the exponent of the loyalty of the people 
of this House will be not only suchas will | of this country? Does he imagine that no- 
prevent the adoption of a policy most in- | body but himself is able to considep what 
jurious to the interests of this country, 'are the great interests of this ¢ountry ? 
but as will give assurance to the country, ius have heard nothing almost in his 
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speech that did not refer to himself. It is 
what he has done, what his policy in Nova 
Scotia has been, that formed the burden 
of his attatks upon others which were cer- 
tainly entirely foreign to the subject 
under discussion. I don’t care much for 
the attacks of the honourable gentleman; 
I am willing to meet them, and shall do 
so when the proper time comes. The 
honourable gentleman referred to certain 
documents to which I was a party. With 
reference to them, I will just say this, that 
if the Government will bring down the 
whole correspondence that took place 
with the Imperial Government upon which 
the memorandum he referred to was based, 
Iwill be perfectly satisfied by the view 
which the Parliament and people , may 
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take of my conduct. More I have no rig..t 
to say. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—They will bring the 
correspondence down of course. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—No, they will not 
bring it down, and as little dol expect 
they will bring down the correspondence 
on the fishery question. The hon. gentle- 
man says I advocated a retaliatory policy in 
1866. Ifthehon. gentleman had been in 
our Legislature at that time he would 
know that on that point I yielded to the 
views of my colleagues. The result was 
that they had to repeal that part of their 
policy the next year. The leader of the 
Government can ofcourse, corroborate his 
statement. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I may 
say atonce that the hon. gentleman did 
not express any strong opinion in favour 
of the policy, but he consented to it. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Of course 
I adopted it; but at the same 
time, : it; is. rather ,, ‘too . much. . to 
be charged individually with the 


advocacy of a policy which individually I 
was very much opposed to. With refer- 
ence to the licensing system, I have no hesi- 
tation in saying that [am quite willing to 
admit that I am, perhaps, as much res- 
ponsible for that licensing system as any 
other gentlemen anywhere. I believe it was 
adopted in the interests of the Empire and 
of this country, adopted too at a time 
when it was necessary to avoid any addi- 
tional irritation with the United States. I 
do not intend to enter into a discussion of 
the question of the abrogation of that sys- 
tem till we know from the Government 
how, far they are prepared to inform us 
respecting the intentions and wishes of 
the Imperial Government thereupon. I 
will not be led by any attacks upon me to- } 
night into an irrelevant and improper dis- 
cussion on a subject which I believe in- 
volves the very highest interests of this 
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country, and ought not to be entered upon 
without having the fullest information 
upon it. I prefer to submit to the attacks 
that have been made upon me without 
expressing my opinion upon that policy 
till lam in full possession of the facts. 
The hon. member from Cumberland, not 
content with associating me with the 
members of the Imperial Government, for 
which I thank him very much—it is an hon- 
or which I should regard as a very high one 
if I felt that I was deserving of it—not con- 
tent with giving me that position, has 
also been good enough to make me the 
leader of the annexationists of Nova 
Scotia. It is rather a singular position 
he places me in. I may possibly be en- 
titled to one position, but I can scarcely 
be expected to assume both. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—I never said that 
the Imperial Government was in favour of 
Independence. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Well, we have a 
higher authority than the member for 
Cumberland, we have the authority of the 
Minister of Justice. I think he told the 
House that my views were not even as ad- 
vanced as those of the President of the 
Board of Trade, the Right Honourable 
John Bright. I rather object to be called 
the leader of the Annexationist party in 
Nova Scotia. I have not the least doubt 
that it is an exceedingly respectable party, 
that it numbers in its ranks many gentle- 
men whom many of us desire should 
change their views. At the same time, if 
that party exists at all in Nova Scotia, 
perhaps we could find reason for it without 
going beyond the ranks of the present 
Government. I thnk if there is one ind1- 
vidual in Nova Scotia more chargeable than 
another with having created an annexa- 
tion feeling there, itis the Hon. Secretary 
of State. I donot make this reference in 
an unkind spirit, but I think it is rather 
hard that I, who have had no communica- 
tion whatever with these gentlemen, should 
be saddled with the responsibility of lead- 
ing that party that my hon. friend probably 
hatched into existence, and who are wait- 
ing very anxiously for, the solution 
of his celebrated question, ‘ What next?’ 
(cheers and laughter). I do not intend 
to occupy the time of the House by refer- 
ring to the argument, able though it be, of 
my hon. friend the member for Cumber- 
land, for 1am glad to still call him my 
hon. friend, and equally glad to find that 
he is willing to call me his friend, (laugh- 
ter). For really when an able and elo- 
quent member like that gentleman has 
formed such an exceedingly hard opinion 
with regard to another party, it is refresh- 
ing to find that, he is willing to call him 
friend, and I don’t think the position of 
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that party, with all its sims, can be so ex- 
ceedingly bad, when so loyal a man as the 
member for Cumberland is willing still to 
call him whom he regards as its leader 
his friend, (laughter). Perhaps in some 
future state of political existence, if I 
should have the good fortune to survive 
his attacks, my hon. friend may think, not- 
withstanding his present charges, that it is 
just as well that I should be his friend. 
The hon. gentleman has given us a very 
long argument with reference to the trade 
policy of this country. I do not wish to 
refer to that, because many other gentle- 
men no doubt will do so, and I feel that 1 
would be trespassing upon the House if | 
were to occupy their time. But I would 
like to say a few words in reference to the 
remarks of the Minister of Justice before | 
conclude. He tooka very early opportunity 
of moving his amendment to the motion 
of which I gave notice. I think anyone 
would have observed that if the 
Government felt sure of the decision 
of the House, they would not have felt so 
extremely anxious to change the discus- 
sion into another line. The hon. gentle- 
man, with his usual dexterity, raised the 
old ery of loyalty, and the same cry was 
reiterated by the member for Cumberland. 
That, however, is not surprising, for the 
Minister of Justice always gives the cue 
to his followers. This old cry of loyalty, to 
which there is no answer, which appeals to 
a sentiment which we all respect, but of 
which the Government claim a monopoly 
(hear, hear, and laughter). That is always 
the way with the Minister of Justice. He 
thinks he has taken outa patent for the 
loyalty cry (laughter); and it sometimes 
occurs to me that some of the hon. friends 
opposite think that the patent has lasted 
long enough and that it ought to be free 
(renewed laughter). My hon. friend is 
still harping on the same string ; still call- 
ing up the old cry that has echoed through 
the country for the last twenty-five years, 
and which has always helped him to main- 
tain his power. It is all perfectly correct 
that my hon. friend should take that line, 
but after all, we would like to see some 
results, to hear some arguments. [ lis- 
tened with the greatest attention to the 
Minister of Justice, but I failed to hear 
any arguments. against the proposition be- 
fore the House. Indeed, his own amend- 
ment itself is a proof thit he has no 
arguments to advance against it. What 
is his.amendment? It is a recapitu- 
lation for the most part of the one first 
put in your hands by the hon. member for 
Shefford, and afterwards modified by my 
amendment. The first motion is simply 
repeated with a negation respecting a 
Custom’s Union. I say amore contempti- 
ble trick was never played by any Govern- 
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ment to gain a majority in a House, and . 


they have shewn that they dare not meet 
the issue thrown down to them as to 
whether we should or should not adopt a 
policy of restriction or retaliation, and I 
hope they will not be allowed to escape 
the motion of the hon. member for 
Shetfford in the manner proposed. I am 
glad to see the imdependence of the hon. 
member for Lambton, who is not to be 
driven from the correct course—from the 
interests of this country by the cry of 
disloyalty raised by the Hon. Minister of 
Justice. The only argument I could dis- 
cover in what the Hon. Minister of Justice 
said, was the supposition that a treaty 
might be made and then broken; and then 
are we to have all the power of England 


at our back to compel the treaty to be / 
In the first place these resolutions / 
It simply states: 


kept. 
say nothing about that. 
the importance of free commercial inter- 
course with foreign countries, with a res- 
pectful request forthe power to make com- 
mercialagreements. Ifassented to, the Im- 
perial Government is bound to support any 
treaty that they might ratify. It is per-: 
fectly manifest to me from the direction 
this discussion has taken, from the first 
speech we heard from the Hon. Minister 
of Justice, and from the remarks to which 
we have been treated by other members, 
that the Government felt they had a bad 
cease. They are not willing fairly and 
squarely to meet the issue which we desire 
to put before them, and therefore they try 
by a side wind, by a side issue, by raising 
a question not really before the House, 
and having no connection with this case, 
to mislead the House and induce them to 
give a vote upon the amendment of the 


Hon. Minister of Justice, when they dare: 


not meet the original motion. Ido hope 
the members of this House will not be 
led astray by the remarks that have been 
made, but that they will consider the 
question—the real issue—is the establish- 
ment of a policy of free trade as opposed 
to restricticn and retaliation, (cheers). 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said there was a 
complete mixture of annexation, inde- 
pendence, and Customs Union, each 
one trying to get protected by the other. 
But does the rate of our’ economical and 
financial affairs need of such display. Up 
to the present time Great Britain never 
affor.ed us any,constraint about our 
commercial relations, and nothing can au- 
thorize us to declare the state of our minds 


changed in this respect. Why 
speak so much about reciprocity; we 
can have it some way; the United 


States are disposed toimpose duties on our 
products; we must do the same and pro- 
test our industries in a way which will 
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please us. The hon. member for Shefford 
has pointed out the decay of ship con., 
struction. Well, he hoped industry would 
resume its course. Shipbuilders have now 
in the docks two composite ships in Quebec. 
He only asked one thing of the Govern- 
ment. As the impropriety of Canadian 
iron for that use renders necessary the im- 
portation of iron, Government ought: to 
abolish the duty on that article or, by way 
of drawback, refund the duty to the build- 
ers. He had once obtained that favour 
from a former Minister of Finance,although, 
he regretted to say, the formalities of re- 
funding the duties have been forgotten. 
The hon. member for Sherbrooke, in order 
to cover his rear, greeted the attitude 
of some English politicians. But these 
men have their interests to serve and we 
have ours. In the United States, before 
the civil war, some politicians and news- 
papers advised the South to take their in- 
dependence if they desired it. | But when 
the South claimed it, these same men and 
newspapers were the most ardent to have 
blood shed. It would be the same in Great 
Britain. In the same way there may be 
treason on the part of colonies against the 
Mother Country. There may be treason 
by the Mother Country against her colonies. 
We have the right to say to England: You 
are not at liberty to throw the colonial con- 
nection overboard. You must bear the 
consequences of the comfort, of the sufter- 
ings we endured under your rule, of the 
battles we fought for you, of the 150 years of 
allegiance we gave you. 

Mr. CAYLEY said the question submit- 
ted for the consideration of this House by 
the honourable member for Shefford, can- 
not unquestionably fa:l to be of deep in- 
terest to all, as we are all interested in 
seeing our commerce extend, our manu- 
factories increased in number, and our in- 
dustry prosper. He (Mr. Cayley) commend- 
ed the honourable member for Shefford 
for having, at the openiug of his address, 
observed that the resolutions he was about 
to propose, should be discussed without 
animosity and irrespective of party feeling. 
On this point he entirely agreed with the 


honourable member, for said he, there are | 


questions to which old party spleens, and 
party jealousy must yield, questions that, 
must make us forget that we are partizans, 
and to remind us that weare citizens of 
one common country. Amongthose ques- 
tions may be ranked, the one now intro- 
duced by the honourable member for 
Shefford. He (Mr. Cayley), however, 
regretted that the honourable member 
for Shefford had not employed that grace- 
ful and overpowering eloquence, which we 
are wont to give him credit for, in treating 
the question of a Customs Union, with 
a view tothe interests of the country at 
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large, rather than in criticising the conduct 
and. policy of the Government. He (Mr. 
Cayley), had no intention of entering into 
the intrinsic merits of the question. To 
him the task should devolve on men of 
more experience than himself, men who 
from their age and their practical know- 
ledge in business, are better able to know 
our wants, and to submit to this House the 
best means of promoting our commercial 
interests, and of opening up new channels 
for our industry. Hisintention was merely.. 
to refute certain opinions propounded by 
the honourable member for Shefford, and 
the honourable member for Hochelaga. 
Opinions which to him seemed unfair both 
to the Government, and the people of the 
Dominion, These honourable gentlemen, 
he observed, have stated that the Govern- 
ment had done nothing at all, either to- 
wards the prosperity of the country, or 
the amelioration of its inhabitants. Com- 
merce, they say, is without life or vigour ; 
industry, so. to say, is but a dead letter, 
that our people are leaving the country by 
thousands. Now, said (Mr. Cayley), we 
have but to cast our eyes around us, to see 
that this assertion is wholly unfounded. 
He agreed, nevertheless, with these gentle- 
men that were. additional markets 
thrown open for the sale of our produce, 
our commerce might be more flourishing; 
he contended that if we were deprived of 
these markets, the fault doesnot lie with 
the Government, for the Government ‘did 
everything in its power to induce the 
American Government,. to establish new 
commercial relations between the United 
States and us, but that that Government 
always have rejected our proposals. It is 
perchance, to be expected that our Gov- 
ernment would bend a suppliant knee be- 
fore the American Government, and there 
implore them to grant us a Treaty of Re- 
ciprocity 2? As to him (Mr. Cayley), he 
would protest, with all his might, against 
any similar attempt, and would look upon 
it as an insult to our national honour, and 
an outrage to our dignity as British sub- 
Mr. Cayley was of opinion that our 
people have never lived so happily, nor 
more contented than they have done for 
the last ten years. He expatiated upon 
the commerce of the country, the con- 
growing wealth of Mont- 
real, the rapid strides towards  pro- 
gress © hourly : made in Ottawa, 
and all the grand commercial centres, 
and if commerce was ata dead lock, as 
contended by the honourable member for 
Shefford—we should discover somewhere 
an indication of the great stagnancy it 
pleased the honorable member to depict, 
especially in the grand centres towards 
which all the arteries of commerce con- 
verge, but nowhere is such an indication to 
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be found. He speaks of the prosperity 


of his own county, and quotes Valleyfield | 


as an illustration. Valleyfield he says was 
but a village with a few habitations, some 
ten years ago, while it now has a population 
of over two thousand souls, enjoying every 
happiness to be wished for. It has its 
cotten, its paper, and its cloth manutfac- 
turies, able to compete with any of the 
kind on the other side of the lines. Mr. 
Cayley, enveighs strongly against the 
honourable member for Shefford and the 
hon. member for Hochelaga, for saynig, 
that our existence as a people was entirely 
dependent on our commercial relations 
with the United States, and that if they 
were not renewed we would soon hear the 
sound of the dead bell tolling over our 
anihilation. If the United States are 
willing to grant us the Treaty in question, 
he was quite ready at all times to accept, 
and he hoped that the Government would 
avail itself of every favourable opportunity 
to bring about so desirable a resull. He 
(Mr. Cayley) denied that the Government 
was the cause of the tide of emigration from 
Canada to the United States. He found 
the real cause of that emigration in the 
speeches of the honourable member for 
Shefford, and the hon. member for Hoche- 
laga. He said to these gentlemen, cease to 
attack our own institutions; refrain from 
lauding the virtues of the neighbonring Re- 
public; nolonger paint in glowing colours, 
life in the United States; tell the journals 
enlisted in your cause to discontinue in- 
stilling into the minds of our people dis- 
gust for British Institutions ; tell them not 
to be daily whispering in their ears that 
the United States is a rich country and 
that Canada is a poverty stricken one; and 
thatif they continueto live here they must 
drag out their existence as beggars; tell 
them when theyaddress the people to speak 
the truth of the neighbouring Republic 
and do yourselves likewise; and emigration 
from Canada will become ath.ng no longer 
heard of, they shall remain in a country, 
where by their industry they will be 
enabled to earn a livelihood, and they will 
feel better pleased with the enjoyment of 
British liberties than with the lawless 
licentiousness of the United States. He 
(Mr. Cayley) endorsed the policy of the 
Government, and found it wise and in the 
interests of the country. He answered 
an attack made upon him bya writer of the 
Province of Quebec, reproaching him as 
being too loyal, he being an Irishman, 
after all the ill-treatment his country re- 
ceived at the hands of England. Mr. 
Cayley went on. He knew that England 
had insulted his native land even in her 
rags, and her miserable thatched huts, 
he knew that for years she had endea- 
vyoured to stifle in the breast of the peo- 


Mr, Cayley. 


[COMMONS] 


ple of Ireland those sentiments that are 
her glory to day; he was aware that she has 
tyrannised over that Island which heaven 
had given her as asister to share her 
solitude amidst the waves of the ocean. 


| He had not to learn that England has 


crushed her population throughout the 
earth. But he would tell the writer in ques- 
tionof the generous and hospitable way 
in which his fellow countrymen were receiv- 
edby the Canadians in 1847. He would 
tell him that he represented a French 
Canadian county. That all his con- 
stituents are loyal and faithful subjects 
of Her Majesty ; that he has chosen Lower 
Canada as his adopted country, and that he 
shall always be the defender of the rights 
and privileges of the French Canadians 
without encroaching upon the rights of 
other nationalities. And that if he is so 
loyal, it is in the interest of the Dominion, 
and of Lower Canada especially, of which 
he isso proud to represent one of the 
constituencies in this House. 

Hon. Mr. McKEAGNEY—Mr. Speaker : 
The resolutions now before the House 
seem to be of the most novel and specula- 
tive character, so much so, indeed, that I 
fear their adoption by Parliament would 


hardly satisfy the public opinion of this ~ 


country. The people want prompt and 
immediate action as regards our tariff and 
trade relations, and in my opinion it will 
neither satisfy the wishes nor the wants of 
this Dominion to temporize any longer 
with this all important question. Some- 
thing practical, and that immediately is 
required by the country, to foster and 
protect our own native industry, to stimu- 
late our own resources and draw us closer 
together asa people. The time for sec- 
tional jealousies and personal rivalries has, 
I trust forever, passed away to be followed 
by an identity of interests, and an identity 
of prosperity. Let us then, lose no time 
in adjusting our own tariff on broad nation- 
al principles, irrespective of any thing that 
our Republican neighbours may have said 
or done on the subject. As a free people 
we owe it no less to our manhood than 
ourself respect, todo what we consider 
right without being led away in the least, 
from the path of duty from apprehen- 
sions of the action of outsiders who have 
nothing whatever, to do with our affairs. 
We owe them no duty—nothing but 
common civility, and in this I hope we are 
not behind them. Too long, indeed, have 
we been bowing the knee before the 
Magnates at Washington, for an improve- 
ment in our trade relations. We will bow to 
them no longer, but depend solely 
upon ourselves, and the developement 
of our rich resources for that  pros- 
perity which a bountiful providence 
has placed within our reach. Is it not 
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patent to all that our neighbours over the | 
border, have barred the door aguinst us, | 
and taking the initiative, have practically | 
excluded our products from their markets? | 
I will concede that they had a perfect right 
to do so, but they have exercised it with a | 
vengeance. And are we not todo the. 
same when our interests require it without 
being open tothe charge of retaliation? 
The thing is absurd. Surely as a free peo- 
ple, we cught to be allowed to regulate 
our own policy, without giving offence to 
our American friends, who have not only 
managed their affairs without .consulting 
us, but have done so in the most restric- 
tive and seemingly unfriendly spirit to the 
people of this Dominion. My voice, there- 
fore, is to puta duty on coal, and other 
products of the United States coming into 
Canada, with power to the Governor in 
Council to modify or adjust our tariff in 
this respect, so as to meet any advances on 
the subject that may emanate from the 
Government at Washington. I think that 
our fishing interests should not, by any 
means, be overlooked; undoubtedly it is 
by far the most valuable and important 
part of the public Domain of this great 
Confederation, and ought to be fostered 
and protected by wise legislation. I hope 
soon to see the bounty system establ.shed, 
and our waters kept clear of intruders; if 
this be done (and done promptly it ought 
tobe) our hardy fishermen, second to no 
other class for industry and perseverance, 


Customs’ 


will have some chance of reaping 
the just reward of their toil and 
incessant praiseworthy enterprise. 1] 


have seen it stated in some of the news- 
papers that we ought not to impose any 
duty whatever on Ameri:an products, be- 
cause forsooth! the four millions of the 
Dominion cannot or should not retaliite 
against the forty millions in the Unit d 
States!! 1 must confess I cannot quite 
understand this language. Is it claimed 
that a weak State is to become paralyzed in 
its legislation, because it happens to bor- 
der on a strongState? Whatis meant by 
retaliation ? Surely it cannot be retaliation 
for one free State, to regulate its own tariff 
in accordance w.th the wishes or interests 
ofits own people. But these newspaper 
writers say that we will offend our Ameri- 
can neighbours by imposing a duty on 
their products, and would seemingly ap- 
peal to our féars by asking whatis to be done 
in that case. My answer is let us first do what 
is right and fitting to be done, viewing the 
situation purely and solely from a Domin- 
ion point of view, and let the future take 
care of itself. If we should be assailed 
without cause, we will do what we can to 
maintain the right, and 1 feel assured 
England will not allow us to be insulted 
with impunity. But is there any just 
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ground to apprehend hostility from our 
neighbors, if we should thus dare to think 
and act for ourselves? The thing issimply 
preposterous! Let me_ endeavour — to 
simplify this matter a little by a familiar 
illustration, and suppose that Mr. Brown 


and Mr. Jones live on adjoining farms, 


each having an equally good title for his 
lot. For some time their cattle have 
roamed together over both farms, no 


fences, or impediments being in the. way. 


By and by, however, Mr. Jones says, I 
want all my pasturage for myself, and he 
makes an impassable barrier around his 
fields, giving his neighbours notice that, if 
there after he should find any of his cattle 
in his enclosures, they would be impounded 
unless money was paid for their pasture, 
could it be objectionable in Mr. Brown to 
fence in his own farm not indeed in any 
hostile or retaliatory spirit. but for the 
single purpose of raising sufficient grass 
for his own stock? No, Mr. Speaker, the 
thing to my mind 1s ridiculous! But sup- 
posesome one says to Farmer Grown, 
mind what you are about friend, so sure 
as you make that fence round your own 
land, neighbour Jones will be riled, and 
you know how strong and powerful he is, 
so don’t you make that fence or you will be 
brought up for retalition. What would be 
the reply ? What ought to be the reply ; 
I know what the answer of a true: Briton 
would be. Why he would say on the 
instant ; my landis my own and 1 will 
do with it what I like, and this is a right 
Twillallow no one to question, and whch I 
will only yield up with my life blood! 
And can we, Mr. Speaker, either respect 
ourselves or value the institutions we 
enjoy, if they must he thus held with 
fear and trembling, with all the badges of 
degradation incident to a conquered 
people. Better far, to have our liberties 
cloven down in fair fight, than thus to 
live ingloriously in abject. slavery! But 
let us be but true to ourselves, and to the 
people who sent us to this Parliament and 
fear nothing. So long as Britannia Rules 
the wave and England continues to throw 
around us the gis of her power, 


we are safe! /Now. Sir in conclusion [ ~~ 


will say one word about Annexation. IJ am 
happy to say that none of that feeling 
exists to any extent amongst my con- 
stituents. Many ufthem are the decendants 
of loyalists who come to the country at the 
time of the first American Revolution, and 
still inherit the attachment which the.r 
ancestors bore to the Throne of England, 
—they remember and recount with pride, 
the miny sacrifices which their fore- 
fathers made for the British flig; and its 
glories, and traditions, have thus become 
endeared to their hearts. They are indeed 
loyal in every sense of the word, and noth 
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ing can? possibly weaken that sentiment 
but neglect and misgovernment on the 
part of their Rulers. Show them then 
that you value their interests by protect- 
ing the fruit of their labours, and the 
people will rally round you, will uphold 
and sustain this Dominion in the hour 
of its need, and display those high chival- 
rous qualities which have rendered their 
forefathers so justly famous in the history 
of the world. (Great cheering.) 

Mr. CHIPMAN said, Mr. Speaker, I be- 
lieve in free trade, not in restricted trade ; 
and without reference to what the Govern. 
ment intend to do, the amendment placed 
before the House by the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke meets my approbation. The 
amendment to the amendment, if I un- 
derstand it perfectly, is brought forward, 
not for the public good, but fora political 
and ‘Parliamentary purpose. 
told'a few days ago by the hon. member 
for Cumberland, that if we adopted and 
worked out a certain policy of protection, 
we would have in twelve months a Reci- 
procity Treaty with the United States. 
Now, I disapprove of retaliation entirely. 
I don’t believe init at all. And to-night 
the hon. gentleman told us that it would 
be two years before we could obtain reci- 
procity; and probably before the discus- 
sion is over he will tell us that it will 
take four or five years before we get 
reciprocity. But Ihave not the greatest 
faith in the hon. member for Cumber- 
land with regard to the policy of which he 
is said to be the representative, and I will 
tell you the reason why. He argued that 
the Nova Scotia people were satisfied, but 
he had no other reason than that he was 
himself satisfied. When he came up to 
the first session of Parliament, he began 
to reiterate that the people of Nova Scotia 
were satisfied, and he has repeated those 
assertions every session. Well, I will give 
him my opinion on that point. It is well 
known that at the commencement of 
Confederation the people of Nova Scotia 
were not satisfied, and of this the people 
‘and Government of Canada and the Gov- 
ernment of Great Britain became tho- 
roughly convinced, and action was taken 
to satisfy the’ people of Nova Scotia—an 
attempt was’ made to conciliate them, 
Now, the question is whether they are sa- 
tisfied or not, and I will tell you how they 
are satisfied. There has been a great deal 
of talk about repeal, and a delegation was 
sent to England to give our views and to 
express our opinion. We had been treated 
something like the people of Red River; 
we had been brought into Confederation 
against our will. It became evident that 
they could not obtain repeal, and the con- 
ciliatory measure proposed by the Cana- 
dian Government was adopted. The hon. 
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gentleman tells us they are satisfied 
and that they are submissive—that they 
are the most submissive and humble people 
we ever saw (laughter)./ He instanced the 
election in Richmond, as an evidence that 
the people were satisfied, but I think that 
the hon. member for Richmond will 
answer him sufficiently. I recollect one 
of the most splendid men in Nova Scotia, 
a man of ability and talent was sent down 
there, but the present hon. member beat 
him. Coming up to Colchester, I find two 
popular gentlemen of high standing for 
election, and what is the result? One gen- 
tleman beat the other (laughter) by a cer- 
tain kind of arrangement which is not 
worth while to go into, but I suppose 
the gentleman who carried the elec- 
tion helped the gentleman who was 
beaten to get a good thing (hear). If 
the result of that election proves that 
the people of Nova Scotia are satisfied, I 
cannot understand it. Now take the case 
of the county of Hants. The hon. gentle- 
man who went down there was one of the 
most popular gentlemen in Nova Scotia, 
and had nearly worn out his life in serving 
the public; but so strong was the feeling 
against him that it was only by a combina- 
tion of his friends and certain individuals 
that he got his election. There was one 
little circumstance occurred there which 
the House will pardon me if I refer to it. 
A certain gentleman of very influential 
character there, who ran the election, too, 
but gave up, changed sides, and supported 
the hon. gentleman who is now here in 
this House. 
that the people of Nova Scotia are satis- 
fied. ) Turn your attention to the county 
of Yarmouth, which has been referred to 
by the hon. member for Cumberland. 
The son (Frank Killam) of the former 
member, (Thos. Killam), ran the election 
and got in by a larger majority than his 
father had. Is that a proof that the people 
of Nova Scotia are satisfied? I will go 
further and say that the people of Nova 
Scotia have no confidence in the hon, 


Union. 


gentleman (Dr. Tupper.) “I will say they - 


are less satisfied to-day than they were a 
year ago. There was one observation made 
by the hon. gentleman which struck me 
very forcibly, for there was no occasion 
for it. He said that certain opposers of 
Confederation in this Parliament ought 
not to be trusted, as representing the 
opinions of the country in this Parliament. 
Sir, [ ask nothing from this Government, 
and I want nothing for myself; but I 
would like to know how much has been 
done at my request or at the request of 
the people of that country? I apprehend 
it has not been a great deal. If the Gov- 
ernment would say that they required 
more reyenue and must increase the 


(I am sure there are no proofs - 
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tariff, it would be legitimate; but I am 
opposed to retaliation, as it is called. Let 
us look at it foramoment. Are we ina 
position to retaliate—four millions of 
people to forty millions of people? Why, 
they are able to wipe us out, notwith- 
standing all our talk that we are the great 
Dominion, that we are an independent 
nation, that we are a great nationality; 
beside the United States we are like 
- Mexico. The hon, member for Cumber- 
land had not only made the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke ‘walk the plank,” but he 
has come at him again and treated him 
worse than when he put him over. I have 
seeh some most marvellous things since 
I came up to ths Parliament. I was 
taught in my early youth to have a proper 
regard for the King, and I now have the 
same respect for the Queen, and respect 
for the British Government; and, as I un- 
derstand the word loyalty, which has been 
used so much here, it is to conform to the 
laws, no matter whether they are of the 
Dominion Government or of the English 
Government, and I maintain, sir, we have 
in Nova Scotia a quiet people who desire to 
conform to the laws, or else it would have 
been worse there than in Red River, (hear, 
hear). Now, a charge is brought against an 
hon. gentleman of disloyalty. What next 
occurs? The hon. gentleman, in his own 
defenee, shows up the case.. He was of. 
fered a knighthood, and what does he say ? 
Honestly and uprightly—on the principle 
upon which every man ought to act—he 
says tothe Queen: ‘I will accept this, 
provided you are satisfied that my princi- 
ples of Independence do not bar me.” 
Then the reply comes; but that answer 
has been withheld from us; but action 
speaks louder than words, and if the 
Queen is satisfied, how can any man stand 
up on the floor of this House and accuse 
the hon. member with disloyalty? (hear, 
hear). Now, here Iam on this question. 
Do with me as you please. I stand in my 
own shoes. .Why should the hon. mem- 
ber for Shefford be accused of disloyalty ? 
It appears to be a common thing here to 
charge him with disloyalty. Iwas a little 
amused this evening when the Hon. Pre- 
mier brought forward his resolutions. As 
far as I can see, the amendment to the 
amendment agrees pretty well with the 
original resolutions. Then, that gentle. 
man must be disloyal, and that gentleman 
(Hon. Sir A. T. Galt) and that gentleman 
(Hon. Mr. Huntington) and I are dis- 
loyal all round (laughter). Then, the 
best thing is to go in for Indepen- 
dence. I have not occupied the time of 
the House much this session, so hon. gen- 
tlemen will excuse my detiining them 
(‘go on”). The Hon. Minister of Justice 
said England was very kind to us. Well, 
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ITadmit she has been kind to us all, par- 
ticularly to Canada proper; but not so 
kind to Nova Scotia (hear, hear). She re- 
fused our particular request several times, 
and gave us the cold shoulder, and if we 
can love the Queen still, why we deserve 
the greater credit for it. Now, I want to 
call your attention to the remarks of the 
Karl of Granville, and what does he say ? 
He says, in the debates on Confederation ; 
‘Tt was said that the commercial policy 
‘(of Canada was Protectionist, while that 
‘““ of the other Provinces was a liberal pol- 
‘‘ icy ; and that the effect thereof of Cunada 
“entering into this Union would be 
‘““to overthrow the comparatively free 
‘trade policy of the other Provinces. 
“Now, this objection proceeded on an 
“imperfect knowledge of the facts. The 
“truth was, Canada herself was not so 
‘‘ wholly protectionist as many supposed. 
“Qn the contrary she was very nearly 
“ divided in her policy, the balance being 
‘rather in favour of free trade than pro- 
“tection.”’ There was a gentleman 
spoken of to-night to whom I wish to refer. 
I cannot hear very well in my back seat, 
but my impression was that Mr. Bright 
was spoken of as a man of not much im- 
portance, and was let drop alittle daugh- 
ter). Well, [consider that Mr. Bright is 
a man fully equal to the gentleman who 
made remarks about him to-night. I, as 
a Nova Scotian, have reason to admire 
him, and every Nova Scotian ought to 
respect his memory, for he advocated our 
rights nobly. I consider Mr. Bright as 
good an authority as any man in the 
English Parliament, and this is what he 
says: ‘‘ With regard to the Representa- 
‘‘ tion’ Assembly, which I suppose is to 
“be called the House of Commons, they 
“have adopted a very different plan. In 
‘that case they did not follow the ex- 
“ample of this country ; they have es- 
‘tablished their House of Representa- 
‘‘ tives directly upon the basis of popula- 
“tion ; and they also adopt the system 
‘‘ which prevails in the United States, 
‘‘ where with every census the number of 
“members of States and districts is by 
‘‘ law chinged, according to the variations 
‘‘in the population. Therefore, in that 
‘‘ respect, the people of Cmada have not 
‘‘ adopted the principle that prevails in 
‘‘ this country, but one wh.ch prevails in 
“ the United States.” He says you have 
adopted the system of the United States. 


Union. 


Well, are you loyal? (laughter). 
Again he says: “I think they do 
“not treat the Province of Nova 


‘‘ Scotia with that tenlerness, gener- 
“‘ osity, and consideration, which are de- 
‘‘ sirable. when we are about to make 
‘(so great a change in its present and 
‘‘ future state. Formy part, I want the 
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“population of those countries to 
“do what they consider best for 
‘‘their own interests.’ Well, what is 
it? Is it independence or is_ it 


disloyalty ? Well, here is what 
Mr. Bright says—‘‘to remain in this 
country if they like ;’’ and here is some- 
thing more—“ to become an independent 
State if they like, and struggle for a 
career of utility and glory [hear, hear.] 
Well John Bright is not done yet. He 
says something more—shall I read it? ‘ or 
if they think it better, to annex themselves 
to the United States, I should not com- 
plain even of that.’’ There is the expres- 
sion of an Englishman on the floor of the 
English Parliament setting an example to 
this Parliament. Thereis an observation 
made by the hon. member for Cumberland 
to which I must advert. He says that no 
man who would vote for these resolutions 
could take an election in Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—I spoke of the 
original resolutions. 


Mr. CHIPMAN—Well take — the 
original resolutions. I would vote for 
them and you will see if I will take an 
election [laughter]. If you give usa fair 
election law, and don’t run one election at 
a time, Ithink I will give youa time of 
it to turn me out[hear, hear and laughter]. 
Another observation and I won't detain 
you longer. He looks upon Mr. Galt as 
though a great standard bearer had fallen. 
‘* Tow the mighty is fallen.” Now if I 
really thought that Mr. Galt would ever 
fall as low as the hon. member for Cum- 
berland has stated, I would call upon all 
the Churches and ask for their prayers for 
that hon. gentleman, [great laughter]. I 
hope the gentlemen now conducting the 
nffairs of the Government, on the Treasury 
‘Benches may have a happy time ofit. I 
think, they are entitled to some considera- 
tion for what has been done to Nova Scotia, 
but. at the same time, I think that it is 
about as well to make hay while the sun 
shines, for fear of what may happen. 
Time is short and we don’t know what 
may turn up. I may say that Lam in 
favour of the resolutions of the hon. mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke, and if you wont let 
me vote for them without I will vote 
against the amendment of the Minister of 

Justice [hear, hear]. 


Mr. BOLTON - If it is the determina- 
tion of the House to proceed with the 
debate, I have a few remarks to make. If 
the amendment of the Hon. Minister of 
Justice had been offered to the House as 
@ substantive motion, there would have 
been some difficulty in dealing with it, 
but coming as it did, as a flank movement, 
I think it is not difficult to know how to 
treat it. The motion of the hon. mem- 
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ber for Sherbrooke is one which must be 
received favourably, at any rate, by the 
members from Nova Scotia. It is very 
evident that we have not realized, so far, 
all the promises which were held out to 
us and which we expected under Confede- 
ration. Certainly, our business stands in 
a depressed condition. Our staple exports 
are in a languishing state, and if it is pos- 
sible by these resolutions to obtain in- 
creased trade for our exports—if the Goy- 
ernment do not do something for us, we 
shall certainly endeavour to find an 
expression of this House as to its 
being done in some way or other. The 
hon. member for Cumberland may feel 
satisfied that the policy he has foreshadow- 
ed may be of service to the Maritime Pro- 
vinces. Some hon. gentleman may see 
something in the tariff proposed on bread 
stuffs and on coal, but, for my part, sir, I 
do not see what particular interests in New 
Brunswick are to be benefited thereby, It 
has been a sort of custom to night, very 
largely to read extracts from newspapers, 
to show what the general fecling in the 
Province may be on this question. The 
member for Cumberland read statements 
to show how much they favoured the policy 
he has adopted. I can here read an ex- 
tract from a paper published in New 
Brunswick—-or rather two papers merged 
into one. Both of these papers did as much 
work during the election fight, as any 
other papers in the Dominion. They are 
both opposed to and denounce the propos- 
ed scheme of retaliation. This is what 
they say: 

“Tt will be admitted, then, that to impose pro- 
tective duties is to increase the price of the arti- 
cle on which they are imposed, and to arrest by 
artificial processes the freedom of commercial 
exchanges; that the effect of such a policy is to 
make the country in which it prevails a dear 
country to live in, and one which cannot expect 
to send its manufactures into other countries. 
In other words, the protectionist policy is con- 
fessedly suicidal. It is evident from what we 
have already said that, other things being 
equal, it could confer no benefit on the people 
of Canada to make flour, coal, salt, etc., dearer 
by means of protective duties. In proportion as 
we commit this error, in the same proportion we 
must suffer, just as the people of the United 
States now suffer. 

But then it may be said that the course pro- 
posed will lead to a change of policy on the part 
of the United States. This, tosay the least is 
very doubtful. We should not condescend to 
alter a sound policy in order to make the rash 
experiment of compelling another country to 
adopt the commercial or fiscal policy which we 
believe to be the best. Much less is the United 
States likely to alter its commercial or fiscal 
policy at the bidding or menace of a young na- 
tionality like Canada. Yet it is ohly on the wild 
expectation that the United States will so act 
that this policy can bejustified. If such be the 
case our rulers should think twice before they 
inaugurate, by aside wind, and furtively rather 
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than openly, a policy so intrinsically bad, and 
whose chance of working well is sovery slight. 
The fact that certain classes of our people might 
be induced to approve of it, influnced by feel- 
ings of retaliation, would be no justification for 
such acourse. Revenge is not a safe commer- 
cial counsellor. It will be better to consult 
science than to consult passion in matters of this 
kind, and to act accordingly. If this is done, 
even the thin edge of the protectionist wedge 
will notbe admitted. Let us contrive ways and 
means of making the coal and other products of 
Canada supplant those of the United States in 
our own country. Cheap labour and facilities 
for transit will do much to effect this, and our 
surplus products of all kinds can be sold in 
foreign markets, not excepting those of the 
United States. They must have ourlumber, our 
coal and our fish. In some foreign markets we 
and they will be competitors, they with their 
dear food and high wages, and we with both 
cheap. Surely we need not fear such an issue. 
If, however, we should encumber ourselves with 
disadvantages similar to those of the United 
States, we might well dread#the result of the 
conflict. Isthis what the new protectionist ex- 

ediency school proposes? Is this the policy 

of the Finance. Minister, the Ministers of Mar- 
rine and Fisheries and Customs, and all the 
other great lights of the Privy Council? We 
hope not.” 

r. Speaker, I support the resolutions 
of the member for Sherbrooke, because 
our interests are ina depressed state and 
we should do everything in our power to 
get increased trade with foreign ports. 
From the trade returns of the past year, 
we find that there is avery large falling offin 
therevenue throughout. the whole Domi- 
nion, and there is also a falling off in the 
excise duties, and while our trade is thus 
falling off and burdens are not becoming 
less and the Secretary of State for the 

Colonies tells us that wemust not expect 
much help until we begin to learn to bear 
the burdens now upon us. Everything 
goes to show that there will be little relief 
in our trade relations uncer’ present 
circumstances, why then should there be 
an objection to an attempt on our part to 
better them? I shall speak of the cry 
of loyalty that has been raised so strongly 
by the member for Cumberland to night. 

Ihave been sorry to notice in respect to 
this question of loyalty that it has been 
raised most unnecessarily on many oc- 
casions. I call the attention of the House 
to the remark made by an hon. mem- 
ber who said that it was a very sur- 
prising thing that the members who 
had been returned from New Brunswick 
were now giving less trouble in the working 
out of Confederation than those who had 
worked to bring it about. Must we all be 
classed as opponents to Confederation 
because we vote against the Government ? 
I have yet to learn so. I have voted for 
the Government in every measure that I 
considered to be in the benefit of the 
Dominion, and in some whose benefits I had 
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strong doubts about. If some of their 
measures had been defeated on ac. 


count of myself and others voting against 
them, the Dominion, would not haye 
suffered much in consequence. . 


Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg. ]—What 
are the measures ? 


Mr. BOLTON—It would take some 
time to number them (lavghter) and I am 
not prepared to particularize. But re- 
specting the question now before the 
House, I have to say that as the resolutions 
offered by the member for Sherbrooke are 
such as are in the interests of New Bruns- 
wick to follow, I shall deem it my duty 
most certainly to support them [hear, hear]. 


Mr. McCALLUM said—TI agree with the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke that we need 
a greater exchange of commodities with 
other countries. But how is this to be 
effected ? The country is preparcd to en- 
ter into a treaty with the United States, 
and every sensible man in that country 
has admitted that the treaty was beneficial 
to the contracting parties. During the 
continuation of that treaty our neighbours 
got into trouble, and had a great war on 
their hands, and the treaty came to be 
abrogated. They said the Canadians had 
sinned against them, had sympathised with 
their enemies, and must be punished. 
This I consider was the cause of the abro- 
gation of the treaty; we offered to trade 
with them, but they said no, and Iremem- 
ber when the member for Sherbrooke went 
to Washington to negotiate a treity, he 
offered the Americans more than we would 
now be willing to offer. He asked for 
bread and they gave him a stcne—they 
offered him a reciprocity in grind-stones 
(laughter). Iam sorry to hear some mem- 
bers say we are going to ruin and decay. 
Now, we are not in this ccndition, but on 
the contrary, we are very prosperous. I 
am sure we are not going to get a treaty 
by pleading poverty. We will not geta 
treaty by begging, but by adopting a dig- 
nified course (hear, hear). But we should 
not adopt a policy of retaliation. The 
people of the United States are beginning 
to find that they are punishing themselves 
more than us. If we tell the Americans . 
we are going to give them a better way to 
the Ocean, we shall get the support of the 
Western States. I shall vote for the amend- 
ment to the amendment. 


Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON said, I always 
admired, while never a supporter of the 
leader of the Government, his fertility of 
resource, the gen.us which made him a 
master of that art—I will not say legerde- 
main—which enabled him, when the camp 
was in danger, to rally his followers by the 
sound of the gong (laughter). When I 
listened, during this debate, to the old 
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tune I dil not hear for years before, I was 
reminded of the old days of the old Ca- 
nadian Parliament when he worked by a ma- 
jority of two—and now I see that Richard 
is himself again, and that his cohorts 
are marshalled to the good old tune. But 


while I found him inspiring his followers | 


with the old feeling, while I recognised a 
little tinge of the old cheer I was accus- 
tomed to hear in other days, when his sen- 
timents were re-echoed by his followers, 
I saw there was a grim cruelty in the way 
in which he insisted on making victims of 
the members for Hants and Cumberland. 
When we look at the position these gen- 
tlemen occupied in the debate, I thought 
that my hon. friend the member for Kings 
ton, who has not been celebrated for kind. 
ness of heart, might have turned the 
House by some other recitations. While 
my friend, the member for Cumberland, 
has read me a lecture on my want of style 
and diction, so well illustrated in the 
speech in which he electrified the House, 
he was not aware he was being made a 
fifthrate puppet by the hon. member for 
Kingston, like men in the old Canadian 
Parliament who were formerly fuglemen 
to the Government. But while I admit 
the beauty and force, and imagery of the 
remarks of the hon. member for Cumber- 
jand, and think that the hon. member for 
Kingston was: doing a cruel thing in set- 
ting him up and mzking him a fuglemin, 
the member for Cumberland must not be 
astonished if I mention an incident re- 
lated in a book. 
man accosted by a stranger who had lost 
his dog. The inquiring stranger wished 
to know if the woodsman had seen the 
dog chasing a wolf. The woodsman re- 
plied, ‘‘ When I saw the dog he was a little 
ahead in the race.” Well, the hon. mem- 
ber for Kingston has succeeded in raising 
the good old loyalty cry which has brought 
men to the polls for William Pitt and 
King William of glorious memory, (ap- 
plause and laughter). But the members 
for Hants and Cumberland ought to be 
doing something better than acting as 
claqueurs, and they have themselves to 
blame if they play the part of mere tools, 
should they find themselves held up to the 
country in that capacity. I can tell the 
hon. member for Cumberland that he can- 
not stand up in the House and play this 
third rate game, day after day, and week 
after week, and month after month, with- 
out being understood. He must not be- 
lieve that the speech he spoke to-night 
was not prepared by the Minister of Jus- 
tice to be pronounced on this occasion. 
He must not suppose that any one be- 
lieves that the Minister of Justice did not 
feel h mself hard pressed when he gave 
that electrifying shock intended to bring 
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up the dry bones of the Conservative 
party. Itold the Minister of Justice be- 
fore, that I admire him as an artist, that I 
admire the skill with which he manipua- 
lates the small men who are willing to 
serve him, and puts great men to do small 
men’swork. I say now as I said before, 
that it is cruelin the Minister of Justice 
to take men like the member for Cumber- 
land, who, with such fine intellect and fine 
power, might make a Governor of the North 
West (laughter), or a Governor of Nova 
Scotia ; it is cruel, Isay, to putsuch men to 
the work of drivellers. I would ask what 
does this disloyalty cry mean? The Minister 
of Justice rose, and in sepulchral tones indi- 
cated me as a black sheep, but seemed to 
regret that the duty had been imposed on 
him of stamping me out. He looked 
around him and spoke as if no man in the 
House would consider favourably this 
monstrous proposition of a Zollverein. 
He seemed almost to shudder when he 
admitted that the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke was my friend, nor would he wish 
to let him lift me out of this difficulty. 
But I may say to the Minister of Justice 
whatin private we can understand, that 
while he instils into the minds of those who 
sit behind him his own sentiments, I may 
say to him that it is a most drivelling 
position for a public man to be placed in, 
when he can only express his views where 
there is a majority in their favour. Iam 
not afraid to express my opinion. I be- 
lieve it is the duty of every public man to 
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There once was a woods- | express the opinion he entertains on every 


public question. And I may tell the Min- 
ister of Justice if he came to my constitu- 
ency and talked such nonsence, making 
the dry bones of his friends rattle as he has 
done, he would be liughed at. He must 
have a peculiar faculty for blinding his 
followers when he brings first-class men to 
do fifth-class work, and makes such a man 
as the member for Cumberland deliver 
such a ridiculous speech as he has deliv- 
ered this evening. But it will be some 
satisfaction for me to read that speech, for 
the reporters of the Government papers, 
who whisper to Ministers after the House 
adjourns, to know what Ministers wish to 
have said, will doubtless make that speech 
readable. I never heard the member for 
Cumberland speak in such an illogical and 
absurd manner, but I am sure we shall 
read in the morning papers, that never, 
since the days when Burke electrified the 
House of Commons, was there such an 
exhibition of eloquence as_ to-night. 
They seem to think that it is a beautiful 
game for them to single me out as one 
who in this House has strong views on 
Americin questions. In the first place, 
it seems perfectly fair, in so far as I favour 
Independence, that I cannot raise any ex- 
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pression in this House, but the hon. gen- 
tleman thinks he will be able to weed me 
out by these expressions. Let me say this 
to the hon. member for Cumberland, I told 
him the other day, I warned him the other 
day, to let these attacks cease. I tell him 
now that he will have to cease them, and 
I predict on, that time is not far dis- 
tant when the hon. gentleman will have 
some other occupation than that of read- 
ing lectures to my hon. friend the member 
for Sherbrooke and myself. He will have 
to seek other occupations (cries of oh!) ; 
His claqueurs may cry ‘oh!’ and endeay- 
your to sustain the hon. gentleman in 
the work he has undertaken; but I have 
been attacked with great violence by the 
hon. member for Cumberland, and I tell 
him that he will have to cease this labour 
which he has undertaken. Sir, when the 
hon. gentleman has any argument with 
him—when he shows that there is any rea- 
son for taking upon himself the decision of 
the question, whether my hon. friend or my- 
self properly represent public opinion, then 
it will be a legitimate duty which he may | 
properly fulfil, but sir, he has no reason 
for asserting that with regard to the ques- 
tion which I have presented to this House. 
I maintain, sir, that the most unfair and 
most dishonourable course which has been 
pursued by the hon. member for Cum. 
berland of endeavouring to throw into 
this debate something that occurred be- 
fore. The hon. member went back to the 
speeches of the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke for six years past, and used them 
'in this debate as if they had been pro- 
nounced to-night. In introducing these 
resolutions, | made use of an argument 
which no man has been able to answer, and 
I,proved it to an extent which remains 
unanswered. If my hon. friend from Mis- 
sisquoi will listen to me, I will show what 
I mean, and as he has established himself 
as in charge of me to keep me straight, it 
is necessary that he should hear me 
(laughter). WhatI commenced my argu- 
ment with, and which no one has answered, 
was this, that the policy—the commercial 
policy which would tend to the highest 
development of the commercial interests 
of the country was the policy which would 
tend to make the connection between the; 
Empire perpetual, and this argument has 
not been answered, nor has any one pre- 
tended to answer it. I have not been met 
on fair grounds. The Hon. Minister of 
Militia did not consider the question upon 
its merits, and notwithstanding his great 
fairness usually, he did not lose sight of 
the desire to mislead; but when the Mi- 
nister of Justice came down with his thun- 
ders to-day, and his claqueurs followed with 
eheers his declarations —it was not till then 
that we had the full purport of what was 
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to be brought into this discussion (hear}. 
The fact is that the merits of the discus- 
sion have been lost sight of, but some 
feeling has been displayed because origin- 
ally the resolutions were proposed by me; 
and I said the other day, and I repeat it 
now—Isay it without fear of contradiction, 
and I defy any man to prove the contrary— 
and what is more, no man has attempted 
to prove it—that if you want to get free 
commercial negotiations between this 
country and other States, you must so ar- 
range it that the commercial policy of the 
country is not met by the political con- 
nection standing in the way of its exten- 
sion (hear). I ssid, sir, that my hon. friend 
from Cumberland had made a mistake—or 
if Lought not to say that—that at any rate, 
I thought that this game had been carried 
about far enough. For myself, I do not 
propose to deal with the hon., gentleman 
to-night; and I trust that any remarks 
that I may have made will be received by 
him in the friendly spirit in which they are 
intended. We are simply antagonists on 
the floor of this House [hear]. But I have 
mentioned to him and to this House, that 
I shall feel it my duty, on some future oc- 
casion, to try the experiment whether the 
time has not come for him to cease. The 
hon. gentleman will let the hon. member 
for Sherbrooke alone after this, I should 
think [cheer and laughter]. I remem/er, 
when | was a boy, the story of a man who 
was celebrated in the country from which 
Icame—I came from the backwoods—I 
have not had the culture and facilities for 
forming opinions which have been accorded 
to some hon. members [laughter]. Well, 
this man was a celebrated boxer. I have 
heard of papers which have such persons 
attached to them as fighting editors; but 
at any rate, this man was cclebrated as a 
great boxer. No man who has a great re- 
putation butif they see another fellow 
with larger reputation are likely to get 
right at him in order to increase their 
own reputation. My friend, the boxer, met 
another fighting man one day, and com- 
pelled him to fight. But the man. run 
away, and my friend was so disgusted at 
the fellow that he followed him, but he 
came to a large brook and got away, and. 
my friend told me that after that when- 
ever he met a boxer who was disposed te 
run away he should never chasten him, 
(aughter.) My hon. friend, the member 
for Sherbrooke, sought to avoid a ¢ nflict 
with the hon. member for Cumberland, 
but.the hon. member seemed determined 
to fasten a quarrel upon him, and I was 
very glad to see atlength the bon. member 
for Sherbrooke administer the rebuke 
to the hon. member for Cumberland that 
he so richly deserved. Now that is all I 
have to say about personalities. It has 
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been complained that in my preliminary 
remarks I indulged in some animidver- 
sions on the Government, and the conduct 
of them since the discussion on my motion 
has not been reassuring. I thought it in- 
cumbent upon me as an independent 
member to criticise the commercial policy 
of the Government; and I shall make one 
or two remarks which shall not last five 
minutes on this. With regard to the 
merits of my resolutions, I am not at all 
disposed to accept the resolution of the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke. I have been 
quite satisfied with the discussion, and 
although the Government do not give me 
credit for the matter, I shall, I do not 
hesitate to say, gain the approval of the 
country for provoking this debate. I 
stated at the commencement several 
points to which the Government have 
given no attention. They have discussed 
the question simply as to a Customs’ Union 
or other commercial arrangements; but, 
in fact, the only thing the resolutions 
pledge the House is that sufficient has not 
been done to promote foreign trade, and 
that further efforts ought to be made, 
(heir.) I made a statement that in 1864 
the mere declaration in the speech of His 
Excellency the Governor General that the 
enlargement of canals would be taken 
hold of ina large spirit had induced the 
United States to put off the abrogation of 
the Reciprocity for a year, (hear.) Ido 
not at all agree to the proposition that if 
the Government had taken hold of this 
question in a broad spirit—if they had 
said to the Americans, ‘‘ we will widen the 
canals if we get a quid pro quo’’—I do not 
believe but that they might have effected 
something, (hear.) I beleve now that it 
is necessary for the interest of the State 
that something should be done; I believe 
that you will not get Reciprocity from the 
United States—you cannot get free trade 
from them until you are prepared to con- 
ciliate the Western States by the widen- 
ing of the canals in such a way as to 
adapt them to. navigation, and thus bring 
trade also to the railways. Now this is a 
greater question than that raised by the 
hon. member for Cumberland—this is a 
question which commends itself to the 
attention of every commercial man. It will 
not take more than six, eight, or ten 
ynillions of dollars to place the canal ser- 
vice of this country in the position of ser- 
vice in which 1t ought to be placed, and 
this money could be easily raised. We are 
already paying interest on something like 
$2,500,000—I speak from memory—and 
yet they bring us no returns our canals 
and our railways being a drag upon the 
country ; but yet the Erie canal on the other 
side pays the Government and all the in- 
terests along its route; whereas, we only 
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iget some eight or ten per cent.; but if 


we were to facilitate and increase the 
opportunities for the western trade to 
reach the ocean, we might obtain a far 
greater proportion, and our canals would 
carry the heavy freight, while the lighter 
freight, for which there was necessarily 
more despatch, would go by our railways. 
The consequence would be that our canals 
would be more used, and instead of there 
being no return, there would be a large 
return, (hear.) Now, I beg to call the 
attention of the hon. gentleman (the 
Leader of the Government) to this: We 
all admit that he is a great man. Sir, 
we know that he indulges in adcap- 
tandum speeches; but I look to his 
Government. I ask him as the first 
statesman of the Dominion, as a man 
haying in charge and thoroughly under- 
standing the great questions of this country. 
whether this great question of opening and 
widening canals, of admiting the great 
trade of the West to our own channels, 
whether this great question, which he must 
know is one worthy of his attention, and 
which, if taken up in a fair spirit, would 
give us all the trade that we desire—I ask 
him whether it is not worth all his atten- 
tion, and far better worthy of being in- 
stilled into the minds of his followers than 
the little clap-trap speeches that we have 
been compelled to listen to, (cheers). We 


must have statesmen on our Treasury 


Benches who are above the mere tricks 
of politicians. Our country will never 
prosper while it is wielded only for the 
benefit of hungry politicians, (hear). I ad- 
mit that the politician must look at the 
immediate effect of any measure before 
him—how to guard against any measure 
which might bring his enemies into power— 
but I think that the politicians will have 
their weight and wisdom acknowledged who 
seek to press this subject on public atten- 
tion, who seek to educate public men up 
to the high ground that it is necessary to 
endeavour to sustain these great princi- 
ples of the developments of the trade of 
the country and the proper extension of 
its resources. I think that even politi- 
cians opposite might give credit to such 
men and not endeavour to stamp them 
out, (cheers.) I have listened with 
great pleasure to the debate—to the 
statements which have been uttered 
as well by those who have disagreed 
as by those who have concurred in the 
views I have uttered. I believed then— 
and I believe still—that the debate f have 
promoted will go to the country and bear 
fruit by educating the public to rightly 
consider this important question; and if 
the public hears with contempt—as I be- 
lieve it will—that by raising a general ery 
of disloyalty against John Bright and this 
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Opposition, by raising a cry of ‘ folly” 
against the London Times because it could 
not understand and appreciate the com- 
mercial policy of this Dominion—if the 
country thinks that there are a few men 
here who understand better than Mr. 
Bright or the London Times what are the 
best elements of success in the commercial 
policy of the country (hear), I believe that 
they will treat these indications—these 
manifestations—these sentiments with 
that contempt which they so richly merit, 
and that, generally, everywhere where 
commercial subjects are understood— 
everywhere where there are men who take 
an interest in the great questions of the 
prosperity of the country, we shall find 
sympathy and approval of those who 
have expressed their feelings in this de- 
bate in favour of the policy I advocate 
(cheers). For myself, I can only say that 
I am prepared for all the obloquy which 
the hon. member for Cumberland may 
heap upon me; I am prepared for the 
tactics of the hon. member, now that it is 
popular to-day to hurl anathemas against 
me, and 1 know that when the breezes 
change to-morrow; that he will adapt his 
sails with equal agility to the wind that may 
then blow. I look at the hon. gentleman’s 
course as thoroughly the policy of a 
politician, but what I believe the people 
of this country want, and what they 
must have, before their highest in- 
terests are served in the best. way, are 
men who do not fear to express their 
opinions, although they may be in ad- 
vance a year or two, and who can wait un- 
til these opinions have permeated the 
public mind (loud cheers). 


Customs’ 


A division was then taken on Hon. Sir 
JOHN A. MACDONALD’S amendment, 
with the following result :— 


Yras—Messrs.iArchambeault, Archibald, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Caldwell, 
Cameron, (Huron), Cameron, (Inverness), 
Cameron, (Peel), Campbell, Carling, Caron, 
Cartier, Cassault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau- 
veau, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford 
(Brockville), Crawford, (Leeds), Currier, 
Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Gaudet, Dun- 
kin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gendron, Gibbs, 
Grant, Gray, Grover, Hincks (Sir F.) Holmes, 
Howe, Huot, Irvine, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, LeVesconte, Mac- 
donald, (Cornwall), Macdonald (Sir J. A.), 
McDonald, (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), McDonald, (Middlesex), Magill, Masson 
({Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCallum, 
McCarthy, McConkey, McDougall, (Three 
Rivers), McGreevy, McKeagney, McMillan, 
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, O’Connor, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Read, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Dundas), Ross:(Prince 
Edward), Ryan, (Kings N. B.), Ryan (Montreal 
West) Savary, Scatcherd, Seriver, Shanly, 
Simpsen, Stephenson, Street, Sylvain, Tilley 
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Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Willson, Wright (Ottawa 
Co.) —100. 

Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Bertrand, Blake, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Burpee, Car- 
michael, Cartwright, Cheval, Chipman, Coffin, 
Connell, Coupal, Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, Galt, 
Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, Holton, Huntington, Joly, 
Kempt, Kierzkowski, Killam, Macdonald (Glen- 
garry), Macfarlane Mackenzie, McDougall (Ren- 
frew), McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morrison (Vic- 
toria), Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, 
Ray, Redford, Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Ross (Wel- 
lington), Rymal, Smith, Snider, Stirton, Thomp- 
son, (Haldimand) Thompson(Ontario), Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wood, 
Young.—58. 

The resolutions, as amended, were then 


adopted. 

In answer to the Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the first business taken up would be 
the resolutions respecting Dominion 
Notes. 

The House adjourned at 1:40. 


Union. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, March 22, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business 
COMPULSORY PILOTAGE. 


Hon.Mr. McCULLY moved for an address 
for correspondence relating to Compul- 
sory Pilotage. He said the Maritime 
Provinces took very great interest in 
the question, and it had been engaging 
the close attention of the mercantile and 
shipping community there. His object 
in making the motion was to obtain inter- 
change of thought and opinion with mem- 
bers from other Provinces. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was no - 
objection to produce whatever correspond- 
ence there might be on the subject.. 


REPORT OF PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the consider- 
ation ofa third report ofthe Printing Com- 
mittee, which recommended the printing 
of certain documents. 


LIGHT HOUSES AND BUOYS. 


The House then went into Committee 
again on the Bill relating to Light Houses, 
Beacons and Buoys, Hon. Mr. WARK in 
the chair. 

Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON said it appear- 
ed from what the Minister of Marine had 
stated in the House yesterday, there was 
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to be another Bill on the subject of Pilot 
Service&c. As the whole policy of the 
Government was not before the House, 
and as the Minister had quoted from a re- 
port which was not before members 
he (Mr. Macpherson) would suggest the 
postponement of the Bill for a week, more 
or less, until the House was placed in pos- 
session of the whole policy and information 
of the Government. He moved an amend- 
ment to that effect. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN, who seconded the 
amendment, did not express any opinion 
as to the merits of the Bill, but thought 
all the information that could be given 
should be ploced before the House. This 
could be done before the Bill was again 
eommitted, and the delay of a few days 
eould nut jeopardize the passage of the 
measure as amended. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL had no objection 
whatever to give all the information the 
Government had to givo; but the House 
was really in possession of all that could 
be brought down. But the amendment 
was intended to defeat the objectof the 
Bill, nes to elicit further information, and 
he could not accepsit. With respect to 
she other Bill which he had mentioned 
yesterday, he said that it was in the hands 
of the Law Officers, but it was uncertain 
whether it could be prepared and ma- 
tured before the next meeting of Par- 
lament. 

A discussion then followed; the chief 
points of which had been brought out in 
previous discussions of the B.ll; and 
finally the Committee divided on the 
amendment, the contents being 19, and the 
non-contents 38. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN then proceeded to ad- 
dress the Committee on the amendment 
which he had moved the previous day, 
and at the hour of six when the Commit- 
tee and House rose, he signified his inten. 
tion of withdrawing the amendment if the 
seconder (Hon. Mr. Tessier) would concur. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER was understood to 
say that he would concur conditionally. 


The House then rose. 


Light Houses, 


AFTER RECESS. 


The House went into Committee again 
on the Light Houses, Beacons, and Buoys 
Bul. Mr. WARK in the chair. 

The CHAIRMAN said the amendment to 
the third clause, moved by the Hon. Mr. 
Ryan, was withdrawn, and the clause was 
adopted without amendment. The fourth 
elause, and an additional clause were also 
adopted. 

At this stage the Hon Mr. RYAN 
entered the House, and said that 


Hon. Mr. Macpherson. 
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the Committee had been too hasty, for he 
had not, before recess, absolutely with- 
drawn his amendment; he had consented 
to withdraw, subject to the approval of the 
seconder (Hon. Mr. Tessier) and he un- 
derstood the seconder had some conditions 
to propose. 


Hon. Mr. TESSIER said his object was 
simply to have it clearly defined in the 
clause what particular functions the 
Trinity Houses were to be deprived of. 
He said that his own Province of Quebec 
had to suffer the more from all these 
changes. Large sums of money had been 
expended for building and repairing Light 
Houses in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 
If they were properly expended, he was 
glad of it, but it was not fair to bring a 
comparative statement of the expenses for 
the maintenance of Light Houses in Que- 
bee and in Ontario, in order to create a | 
feeling against Quebec, because both Pro- 
vinces were not similarly situated. 


Some discussion arose as to the necessity 
or otherwise for the clause, as a repealing 
clause of the ninth section of the Act of 
1868, and the discussion was afterwards 
extended to embrace the general propo- 
sition of the Bill. 


The Bill was reported with amend- 
ments. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said in order to 
meet the views, as far as possible, of those 
who had moved the amendments, he was 
willing to postpone the third reading of tha 
Bill till Thursday next. 

The report of the Committee of the 
Whole on the Bill relating to Bills of Ex- 
change and Promissory Notes was 
adopted; and the Bill was read a third 
time. 


The House then, (10:40) adjourned. 


Beacons & Buoys. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 22, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3:25. 


WELLAND CANAL. 


Mr. STREET presented a petition for the 
enlargement of the Welland Canal. 


TOLLS AT COLLINGWOOD. 


Mr. DREW presented a report from the 
Private Bills Committee, on the Bill to 
enable tolls to be collected at Collingwood 
Harbour. 


REPORT OF RAILWAY COMMITTEE 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER present- 
ed the report of the Railway Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON STANDING 
ORDERS 


Mr. MACFARLANE presented the report 
of the Committee on Standing Orders. 


The Union Bank of Halifax and Pacific 
Railway Company had complied with 
,otanding Orders. 


MILITIA REPORT. 


Hon. Sir GEO. CARTIER presented a re- 
port on the state of the Militia, and said, 
each member would receive one copy, with 
a military map; the others were without 
the map. He also laid before the House 
regulations for active and reserved Militia 
and Military Schools, prepared by the Ad- 
jutant General, and approved by the Gov- 
ernor in Council. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU said that it had al- 
ways been the object of the Printing Com- 
mittee to effect as much economy as. pos- 
sible without affecting the public service, 
and that he would suggest that all De: 
partmental reports or documents, intended 
to be presented to Parliament and en- 
dorsed, printed by order of Parliament, 
should be printed by order of the Clerk of | 
the Printing Committee, either during the 
recess or during the sitting of Parliament. 
The Committee had no intention to inter 
fere between the Departments and the 
printers, but there should be only one 

erson to check accounts for such printed 
ocuments. 


Mr.MACKENZIE said by the rule hitherto 
followed, the House paid for the composi- 
tion and the Dep:rtments for the paper 
and press work of the quantity required. 
_ Mr. BLANCHET hoped that a sufficient 
number of rules and regulations would be 
printed for the officers of the Militia. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that it was intended to have these printed 
in a different form, in French and English, 
put up in a cheap binding, and distributed 
to officers and men. 


OTFAWA CITY RAILWAY. 


Mr. CURRIER presented a petition re- 
specting the Ottawa City Railway. 


AMALGAMATION OF BANK OF COMMERCE 
AND GORE BANK. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the report of the Committee on Banking 
and Commerce, reporting favourably on 
the Amalgamation of the Canadian Bank 
of Commerce and Gore Bank. 


REPORT ON THUNDER BAY. 
Mr. MACKENZIE asked when the re- 
ort of Thunder Bay would be brought 
own. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the return 
had been delayed, in consequence of the 
absence of Mr. Dawson, on official busi- 
ness. It would be down to-morrow, or on 
the following day. 


Business. 


FISHERY CORRESPONDENCE. 


Hon, Sir ALEX. T. GALT asked whether 
they were likely to get the correspon- 
dence respecting the fisheries. 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD—Not im. 
mediately. They were in expectation of 
a despatch by every mail. 


BANKING AND CURRENCY. 


The concurrence on the Resolutions re- 
specting Dominion Notes was put. 

Hon. Sir ALEX. T. GALT said it was 
usual to read the resolutions twice. There 
had been no first reading. 

The resolutions were then read seriatim. 
The first clause was concurred in. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
concurrence in his resolutions on Domin- 
ion Notes. ‘ 


After some discussion on a point of or- 
der, the first resolution was concurred in. 

On the second reading, 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved, that the said 
Resolutions be referred back to the Com- 
mittee, to adopt the following: 


Resolved,—That it is expedient further to 
amond the said Act by providing that Dominion 
Notes to the amount of $9,000,000 may be issued 
and remain outstanding at any time on the se- 
curity of Debentures of the Dominion and specie 
equal together to a like amount, and of which 
net more than $7,000,000 shall be Debentures, 
such Debentures and Specie to be held by the 
Receiver General for the redemption of such 
Notes, and the Receiver Gexoral shall always, 
as a rulo, hold specie to the amount of at least. 
twenty-five per cent. of the sum then issued, 
and shall under no circumstances hold a less 
amount of specie than fifteen percent. of such 
issue, and if the amount of specie should at any 
time fall below twenty-five per cent, it shall be 
the duty of the Receiver General, without delay, 
to increase the amount of specie to at least 
twenty-five per cent. cf such issue. Providing 
always that as soon as $5,000,000 have been is- 
sued no further increase shall take place for 
amounts exceeding $1,000,000 at any ene time, 
and each such increase shall be made at inter- 
vals of not less than three months. 


Hon. sir FRANCIS HINCKS believed 
that to some extent the objects of the hon. 
member for Lennox were the same as his 
own. He did not, however, believe that 
the resolutions of the hon. member were 
go safe as his own, and sxid it was a 
total delusion to suppose that the effect 
of the resolutions proposed by the Govern- 
ment, is that a less amount of specie shalt 
be held, than by that of the hon. member 
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for Lennox or by the Act of the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke. He called the 
attention of the House to the terms of 
that Act, and the mannerin which he 
proposed to provide for securities for the 
issue of notes. The simplest way to ar- 
rive ata conclusion, as to the respective 
merits and soundness*of the schemes, was 
by comparing two returns which he had 
placedupon the trble last evening one 
showing the actual working of the scheme 
of the member for Sherbrooke, and the 
other showing what will be the effect of 
.the scheme now proposed by the Govern- 
ment. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, they had not 
been laid on the table till about two 
o’clock in the morning and there had been 
no authority given for their distribution. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said this was 
his misfortune. Under the one system 
the law would have prevented the Gov: 
ernment from using any of the specie de- 
posited in the Bank of Montreal against 
the notes ; under the other plan the Gov- 
ernment could not have been prevented 
from doing so. The plan of the member 
for Lambton was’even worse than that of 
the member for Lennox and was more un- 
safe. The aggregate specie deposit held 
by the Government under Hon. Sir A. T. 
Galt’s scheme was thirty-three anda third 
per cent and in Janunry last the circula- 
tion dropped to $5,834,000. The scheme 
of this gentleman who charged him (Sir 
Francis) with not providing — sufficient 
security, would have used that money and 
caused a fall im the circulation. The whole 
scheme of the member for Sherbrooke 
was cilculated to cause the Government 
to be continually speculating in Deben- 
tures, buying at one time andselling at 
. another. By the scheme now proposed 
there was a fixed amount of Deben- 
tures which would be unavailable. The 
terms of the resolution were not obscure 
but it was infinitely safer to hold specie and 
a fixed amount of debentures. 


Hon. Sir. A. T. GALT could not see how 
the second proposition of the Finance 
Minister was safer than the first proposi- 
tion as stated by the Finance Minister. 
The first proposition was for the issue of 
seven millions, and required a specie re- 
serve of 25 per cent of the issue. Now his 
proposition wis for the issue of nine 
millions, with a specie reserve reduced to 
15 per cent,of the de>entures. With refer- 
ence to the Act of 1866, he was not aware 
that he was anymore responsible for it 
than the present colle.gues of the Finance 
Minister, and if they were satisfied to be 
told that their Act did not secure the 
interests of the public he certainly should 
not complain. But a sufficient answer to 
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that statement was, that no difficulty had 
occurred under that Act. Under that Act 
the amount of specie reserve was based on 
actuil circulation, but the measure of the 
Finance Minister proposed to reduce 
specie reserves to 15 per cent, and that 
too of the debentures Government 
may happen to hold. People who held 
Dominion notes did not care to know how 
many debentures Government might hold, 
but how much gold Government had for 


and Currency. 


every note issued. What better security 
were debentures than the notes themselves. 
It wis a delusion to say that debentures 

were a svfer basis for the amount of specie 
security than the amount of notes actu- 
ally in circulation. It was the duty of 
this House to leave no doubt with regard 

to the security of those notes, because 
part of the security held by the 
Banks, was to be in these notes. If the 
Finance Minister would only put into plain. 
English the ameunt of specie security he 
will hold for every dvllar issued in notes, 
then the House would be prepared to 
say whether the amount of security was 
large enough; and he could not see why 
the Government should show so much re- 
luctance to eensent to do this. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that he could 
scarcely imagine that the member for Sher- 
brooke was as obtuse as he wished to ap- 
pear. He would put a few propositions so 
as to arrive at the truth. He would ask 
the member for Sherbrooke if, under the 
proposal, five millions of notes were issued : 
If there were four millions of debentures 
and one million of gold, there was ciearly 
here 20 per cent. of gold. If so, how could 
that be aftected by an increase which 
was to be dollar for dollarin geld 2? Sup- 
pose that after the circulation has remained 
at the five millions for a month, it was re- 
duced to four millions and a-half, instead 
of the per centage of gold decreasing it 
would be increased. 


Hon. Sir ALEX. T. GALT asked where 
the money was got to pay for the notes 
taken out of circulation ? 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said out of the gold, 
but they were bound to hold 25 per cent 
of debentures, in gold, and to replace that 
gold to make up the amount. 

Hon. Sir ALEX T. GALT asked if it was 
not possi»le debentures would be sold to 
provide the gold? 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the gold would 
be made up out of the reserves in deposit. 
He did not think that any Finance Minis- 
ter would fail so to guard himself, as 
not to be compelled to sell debentures, 
whether it was a stitable time or not. 

‘By the time the circulation got to from 
$7,000,000 to $9,000,000, the gold would 
fluctuate to an amount of from 224 to 30 
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per cent. on circulation. The reserve 
could not go below 25 per cent. ef the de- 
bentures. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked if it never 
occurred to him, that debentures would 
have to be sold, on which this percentage 
was based. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the circulation 
would have to be largely reduced before 
that happened. There was no, difficulty 
under the old Act of keeping up $4,000,- 
000, and if the Banks required to hold from 
335 "to 50 per cent. of reserves, the circula- 
tion was less likely to come back? * "tt 
was the general feeling of the House that 
there should be from 20 to 25 per cent. on 
circulation, (cries of yes on circulation) but 
it was better secured on the amount of 
‘debentures than on circulation. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked for an ex- 
planation of that 25 per cent. — 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT could not under- 
stand how the ‘scheme showed additional 
security to the one he proposed. 

Mr. GIBBS thought if the Finance Min- 
ister wno had been disposed to meet the 
wishes of the House were to promise, that 
the Bill when introduced, would have this 
particular clause to affirm the specific 
amount based upon circulation, rather than 
the amount based upon debentures, the 
House would cheerfully meet any amount 
he might place in that clause which he 
thought sufficient for the interests of the 
country. This would meet the difficulty 
the hon. members seemed to be labouring 
under. He thought it would be a very 
poor recompense to the country if any ser- 
ious blunder had been committed, that the 
only redress we should have would be the 
impeachment of the member of the Goy- 
ernment who had been guilty of such a 
course of procedure. It would be un- 
satisfactory to the country to know this 
would be the only remedy, after a vast 
amount of mischief had been done. As 
Banks were to hold Dominion notes, he 
thought it was highly important that the 
House should fix a minimum amount of 
security to be held at all times. The 
Minister of Finance would be meeting the 
views of the House, if he would state the 
amount of specie he will hold shall be 
against circulition, and not against deben- 
tures. It would be far better for the pub- 
lic to see the amvuunt of notes issued, and 
the amount of specie held against them 
for redemption, thin that there was a large 
amount of debentures held against them. 
If he (Sir Francis) will not, then he (Mr. 
Gibbs) must say that he thought the 
amendment of the hon. member for Len- 
nox did not go far enough to suit his (Mr. 
Gibbs’) views. He desired to retain what 
was proposed to be retained in the original 
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Act of 1868, viz., 20 per cent. upon the first 
five millions ; 25 per cent. upon the next 

five millions, ‘and then that the minimum 
shall never go below 20 per cent of the 
total amount of notes that may be in cir- 

culation at the time. He was surprised to 
see the hon. member for Lambton had 
come down to 13 per cent. as the mini- 
mum. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he merely trans- 
lated the Finance Minister’s proposition 
into intelligible English (laughter) 

Mr. STREET said there seemed to be 
difference of opinion between the Finance 
Minister and other members of the House, 
as to the meaning of the resolution. It 
seemed to him to be an unfortunate thing, 
that they were sending out from this House 
a Bill on which they were not themselves 
agreed, as to the amount of specie that 
was to be held for the redemption of notes. 
It would so confuse and confound the 
country, that they could not ascertain defi- 
nitely the security for the paper which 
was to form a circulating medium. He 
thought there was a want of definitiveness 
in the Finance Minister’s resolution, and 
therefore he should be glad if he would 
grant the request the hon. member for 
South Ontario had made, and so shape his 
resolution that there could be no question 
about it, though he had no doubt of the se- 
curity of a debenture, he did not think 
that even that was as good a security as 

gold (hear, hear), and he hcped that the 
circulation would be guaranteed by a spe- 
cific amount of gold reserve. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
hon. member for Sherbrooke had alluded 
to the legislation of 1866 and said his, then 
colleagues, were also responsible for it. He 
(Sr George) accepted the responsibility 
and held that that law had done good ser- 
vice at that t.me. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Why do you attack 
it now?. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—well I 
am about to tell the hon. gentleman, but 
I cannot tell him all at once, (laughter). 
My tongue may articulate slowly, but I 
think it can do as much work as any man’s 
tongue (great laughter). He regretted 
that his-+hon. friend (Sw A.T. Galt) had 
taken the course he had., A. gread deal 
had since 1866 been said against the Bank 
of Montreal, but the fact was, that Bank 
was the only Bank. which  under- 
stood its business. They accepted the 
measure, but all the other Banks would 
have nothing at all to do with it, but they 
afterwards would have to come in, but we 
could not take them. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Why did you not 
carry the measure through as introduced ? 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE EH. CARTIER—The 
Banks would not have it, they would not 
take the candy, (laughter). If the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke were Finance 
Minister now, he would not be in a posi- 
tion to offer Banks such terms as he did 
in 1866. Hishon. friend (Sir A. T. Galt) 
was now trying to confuse the resolution 
now before the House. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—I want to make it 
clear. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER then 
wenton at some length to explain the 
resolution, contending that it clearly ex- 
pressed the intention of the Government, 
and that there was good security provided 
for notes to be issued. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—How much gold 
will you have if the circulation is eight 
milLons. 

Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER was not 
ready to go into calculation, but he was 
ready to answer that the Receiver General 
of the day would have to comply with the 
law, (laughter). 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—By the Act of 
1866 you could answer at once. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
there would be a good deal of elasticity in 
the provisions of Sir A. T. Galt’s scheme. 
There might be four millions at one time, 
six millions at another. He stated on be- 
half of his colleagues, that they were very 
grateful for theamendment of the member 
for Lennox. His amendment, except that 
it provided for a reserve of gold on the 
total issue, not on the debentures, it was 
a& mere rearrangement of the clause intro- 
duced by the Minister of Finance, except 
also, that he had laid aside a very import- 
ant provision which would oblige the Gov- 
ernment of the day, before issuing any in- 
crease of gold, that they should — pass an 
Order in Council. The hon. member said 
the Government could issue nine millions 
at once, instead of beginning modestly at 
five millions {fas proposed. He was 
doing useless service. The Govern- 
ment were perfectly satisfied with the ex- 
plicit language of the resolutions, and had 
arranged that the debentures should be 
the basis upon which the reserve is to be 
held, and he (Sir George) could not 
see why this arrangement should be 
altered to suit the hon. member. With- 
out giving any pledge on behalf of the 
Minister of Finance, he said that when 
the Bill which is to be based upon the 
resolutions is brought down, that the Goy- 
ernment was not obliged to take the exact 
wording of the resolutions, and any al- 
terations of grammat.cal consideration 
could then be made to meet the most scru- 
pulous examination. He had no doubt 
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that the Finance Min‘ster would see that 
done. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel,) had listen- 
ed attentively to the Minister of Militia, 
but did not think the matter was any 
clearer than before. The only clear pro- 
position that he saw, was that of the mem- 
ber for Lambton, in which the reserve to 
be held was clearly defined. The resolu- 
tions of thé Minister of Finance and mem- 
ber for Lennox, appeared to him, both to 
give a sort of fluctuat ng standard for 
reserves, between twenty-tive and fifteen 
per cent. He beleved the proper basis 
for reserves was circulation, and if the 
Government were not to adopt this basis, 
they would adopt some other which would 
be clear to the: House and country. The 
only actual reserve fixed in these 
resolutions, was fifteen per _ cent. 
and, therefore, 15 per cent. is the re- 
quired reserve. The whole difficulty was 
in reference to this fluctuation allowed. 
He could understand that the fluctuation 
was necessary if the reserve were upon 
the circulation, but if based upon deven- 
tures he thought it might be fixed at 
once. Unless some fixity was settled upon 
he did not see that the House was at all 
likely to get out of its present muddle. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT made some explan- 
ations in reply to the hon. gentleman. 


The members were then called in, and a 
division was taken on the amendment 
with the following result: Yeas—o9; 
Nays—91. 

Yras—Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowell, Bowman, Cameron (Peel), Cart- 
wright, Chipman, Colby, Connell, Coupal, 
Currier, Dorion, Fortier, Galt, Geoffrion, 
Gibbs, Godin, Holton, Huntington, Joly, 
Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, 
Kierzkowski, Lapum, Macdonald(Cornwall), 
Macdonald (Glengarry), MacKarlane, Mac- 
Kenzie, Magill, McCallum, McDougall 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morrison (Victoria, O.) Oliver, Paquet 
Pelletier, Perry, Pickard, Pozer, Redford, 
Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington 
C. R.) Rymul, Scatcherd, Scriver, Snider, 
Stirton, Street, Thompson, (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Wells, 
Whitehead, Wright (Ottawa County), 
Young—od9. 

Nays—Anglin, Archambeault,  Ar- 
chibald, Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Belle- 
rose Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brous- 
seau, Brown, Burpee, Cameron (Inverness), 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Casault, 
Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Coffin, 
Crawtord (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Gendron, Grant, Gray, Grover, Hagar, 
Heath, ‘Hincks, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
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Irvine, Keeler, Killam, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Macdonald (Kingston), McDo- 
nald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), 
McDonald(Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), 
Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey, 
McDougall (Three Rivers), McGreevy, 
MeMillan, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), 
Munroe, O'Connor, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain) Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Victoria N. S.), Ryan King’s N. B.), 
Ryen’ (Montreal West), Savery, Shanly, 
Simpson, Smith, Stephenson, Sylvain, 
Tilley, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, 
White, Willson, Wood.—91 

Mr. BLAKE said, with all the explana- 
tions that had been made, he confessed he 
eould not understand the Government's 
intentions. He was told that it was ex- 
tremely inconvenient to have the gold re- 
serve based on circulation, and that there 
should be a fixed amount in proportion to 
the debentures; yet the debentures fluc- 
tuated and it was desirable to see how this 
would operate. He was told that this 
was a point of absolute safety. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes 
$4,000,000. 


Mr. BLAKE—Then when the circulation 
got to $4,000,000, there was no need of a 
gold reserve. If not below, what sum is 
the point of absolute safety at which 
nothing need be done, but above which 
something is required for security? He 
believed there should be an intelligible 
proportion between specie and the notes 
in circulation, and he therefore moved 
that the resolution be referred back to the 
Committee, to insert a clause providing 
that there should be a specie reserve pro- 
portional to the Dominion notes outstand- 
ing. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
mem)er for West Durham admitted that 
the circulation of Dominion notes was re- 
presented by either debentures or specie. 


Mr. BLAKE said by both. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said well, by both. 
It. was perfectly obvious, that if the 
amount required to be held was in pro- 
portion to the debentures, it was also held 
in proportion to the circulation, Take a 
circulition of ¢5,000,000 so often referred 
to. It was obvious that 25 per cent. on 
debentures was equil to 20 per cent. on 
the circulation. 
hell in reference to the debentures, it 
allowe/l for those fluctuations which were 
always liable to tak» place, and which hon. 
gentlemen opposite did not appear to cal- 
culate on, when they talked of fixcd 
rates, becvuse an amount that might be 
safe at one time, might not be safe at 
another, and it would not be maintained 
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that the same fixed amount would be as 
safe when the circulation was $6,006,000 
as when ‘it was £5,000,000. The hon. 
gentleman had sneered when the Minister 
of Agriculture had said, and said rightly 
that there was a point of absolute safety. 
Yet the Government of Great Britain had 
fixed a point of absolute safety, beyond 
which all the issue must be represented 
by gold. The Government were taking 
the small note circulation, and the char- 
tered Banks were to hold a portion of 
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" , 
which quoad the Government were 
in circulation, ~ and were used 


in paying the balances between the Banks. 
He held that the present resolution gave 
greater security than the Bank Act passed 
by the member for Sherbrooke, when a 
member of the Government, as he believed 
he had shown without attacking that Act. 
The balances in the Bank had ranged from 
£37,000 to $711,000 m five months. Under 
his scheme these amounts would be held 
in specie, while under the old Act that 
could have been used by the Government. 
The member for Sherbrooke had asked 
what amount of gold would be held when 
the circulation was $8,000,000. Why it 
would be $4,000,000, unless they had oc- 
casiun to issue debentures, under the 
stringent regulations that had been pro- 
vided. The hon. gentleman opposite had 
been arguing all the time that there would 
be an amount of circulation far above what 
he had ventured to calculate. It was said 
the circulation would be something like 
$12,000,000. Ifit turned out that there 
should be a large circulat:on, it should be 
recollected that the maximum amount it 
was possible to issue was only $7,000,000, 
and no prudent Government would issue 
such a sum in debentures if there was only 
€8.000.000 in circulation. 


Mr. BLAKE said they wished to guard 
against imprudent Governments. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, that 
taking $4,000,000 as the point of safety, 
with the small notes in circulation and the 
deposits bound up, the power he sought 
was not too much to ask. The gentlemen 
opposite were pleased to be sarcastic about 
the language in which the resolution was 
expressed. They might be very obtuse, 
but he found no difficulty in understand- 
ing them. The ground of attack was a 
very plausible one, that the gold should 
hold a proportion to the issue and not to 
the debentures, but it was only plausible. 
_ Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that the Finance 
Minister had undertaken to answer the 
question he had put to the Minister of 
Militia, as to the amount of gold when the 
circulation was $8,000,000, and said it 
would be $4,000,000. When the circula- 
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tion rose from $5,000,000 to $8,000,000, 
with $4,000,000 each of debentures and 
gold, it would seem that greater precau- 
tion would be necessary when the circula- 
tion reached $9,000,000. But as soon as 
the public returned six millions out of 
this, stead of having the $4,000,000 when 
they came back to the $8,000,000, it seem- 
ed to him they would only require to hold 
15 per cent. of gold. He insisted that they 
should fix some standard. 
It being six o'clock, the House rose. 
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The vote was taken on Mr. Blake’s 
amendment, with the following result :— 
Yeas, 53; nays, 62. 

Yuas.—Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Cameron, 
(Huron,) Carmichrel, Cartwright, Cheval, 
Colby, Connell, Currier, Sir A. T. Galt, 
Geoffrion, Gibbs, Hagar, Holton, Hunting- 
ton; Jones, (Leeds and Grenville,) Kempt, 
Kierzkowski, Macdonald, (Cornwall,) Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum, 
MeMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Mori- 
son, (Victorio, O.) Oliver, Paquet, Pelle- 
tier, Pickard, Pozer, Redford, Ross, (Prince 
Edward,) Ross, (Wellington, C. R.) Rymal, 
Seatcherd, Ser.ver, Snider, Stirton, Street, 
Thompson, (Haldimand,) Thompson, (On- 
tario,) Tremblay, Wells, Wright, (Ottawa 
County,) Young. —53. 


Nays.—Archambeault, Archibald, Ault, 
Beaty, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blan- 
chet, Bown, Caldwell, Cameron, (Inver- 
ness,) Campbell, Caron, Sir Geo. E. Cartier, 
Casault, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Craw- 
ford, (Leeds,) Daoust, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Ferris, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gen- 
dron, Sir Francis Hincks, Holmes, Hurdon, 
Irvine, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lapum, 
Lawson, Le Vesconte, Sir John A. Mac- 
donald, (Kingston,) McDonald, (Middle- 
gex,) Masson, (Soulanges,) Masson, (Terre- 
bonne,): McConkey, McMillan, Morris, 
Morrison, (Niagara,)) Munroe, O'Connor, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Read, Ren- 
aud, Ross, (Champlain,) Ross, (Dundas,) 
Sayary, Shanly, Simpson, Sylvain, Tilley, 
Wallace, Webb, Willson, Wood.—62. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he would take 
the vote on Mr. Cartwright’s amendment 
as conclusive, with regard to the one of 
which he had given notice, and therefore 
he would not press it toa vote. He would 
say, however, that not a single member on 
either side who had spoken on the subject, 
had declared that they understood the 
resolutions in the sense in which the Min- 
ister of Finance interpreted it. He refer- 
red to the curious picture of successive 
Finance Ministers denouncing the views of 
their predecessors, forgetting that the 
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head of the Ministry was responsible for 
them all. He hoped, however, he would 
get the support of the leader of the Gov- 
ernment at any rate, in moving the follow- 
ing amendment, taken word for word from 
the Act of 1866 :— 


“ That the sum to be held in specie by the 
Receiver-General for the redemption of Domin- 
ion Notes, shall be 20 per cent. upon the amount 
thereof in circulation, so long as such amount 
does not exceed five million dollars, and for any 
excess over five millions, 25 per cent. of such 
excess shall be so held in debentures of the Do- 
minion tothe full amount, by whinh such spetie 
falls short of the total issue of Dominion notes.” 


Hon Mr. DUNKIN thought the member 
for Lambton either did not, or would not, 
understand the scheme of the Govern- 
ment. He seemed to think that because 
the Government and some of its support- 
ers had voted for the scheme of Hon. Mr. 
Galt as being a safe one, that they should 
vote for it now. There was no reason in 
the world why the Government should now 
vote for it, when they had a scheme which 
they considered a much better one. He 
went on to explain that the scheme was 
based upon an analogy with the English 
system. The great portion of the small 
notes in issue were in such demand for 
use by the people that it is impossible 
that they should ever come in to be -re- 
deemed. The circulation of the Bank of 
England is based upon the debt of four- 
teen million pounds sterling, owed to it 
by the Government. This’ was the prin- 
ciple upon which the scheme of the 
Finance Minister was based, not that a cer- 
tain percentage should be kept in reserve, 
but any thing above the safety point 
should be kept in gold. For every dollar 
note in circulation above what was con- 
sidered a safe amount, the Govern- 
ment would keep. not a_ percentage, 
but a gold dollar. The Government 
took the stand, that four millions 
of dollars was a safe amount for it to hold 
in debentures. It might be thit there 
will be twelve millions issued ; now if we 
are found to keep only twenty-five per 
cent. the Government he thought would 
be treading on dangerous ground, much 
more dangerous ground than they were 
prepared to tread upon. It was quite im- 
possible that any human ingenuity could 
render the Government bankrupt under 
its proposelscheme. The hon. gentleman 
then went into full explanations of the 
scheme of the Finance Minister. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD contended that the 
scheme was perfectly simple, and explain- 
ed at some length and in detail the me- 
thod of its working. 
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The amendment was then put and lost, 
53 yeas, 92 nays. Majority for the Gov- 
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ernment, 39, The main motion was car- Hon. Sir A. T. GALT agreed with the 
ried on division : suggestion. 


Yras—Bechard, Blake, Bodwell, Bolton, | on. Col. GRAY objected to such a pro- 
Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Carmichael, posal. He thought any such claims should 
Cartwright, Cheval, Connell, Currier, Do. | be settled in the various Provinces, 
rion, Fortier, Galt, ‘Geoffrion, Gibbs, Godin, Hon. Mr. CONNELL objected to such a 
Hagar, Holton, Huntington, ’ Joly, Kempt, | propvusal also, as provision had already been. 
Kierzkowski, Macdonald (Cornwall), Mac- | made for such cases in New Brunswick. 
farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum, Hon. M. TILLEY said that it had not 
McDougall (Renfrew), McMonies, Merrit, been proposed originally to go beyond 
Mills, Morrison (Victoria, Q. ,)Oliver, is aquet, 1867, and he agreed with the member for 
Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Redford, Ross | Carleton as to its prejudicial effects in 
Riaince aa Ross Co Pb me ») ; such cases as he had mentioned. 

Fo to KONO Py PONY GE, NMG CE Noe? 4) Miro MILLS -argued,. that there, was no 
Thompson (Haldimand), ‘Thompson, (On- need for such a Board, as the arbitrators 


ee pooh Rear Wells, Whitehead, did not possess the confidence of the pub- 
ee lic, and he thought the cases should be 
Nays—Archambeault, Archibald, Ault, ‘decided by the Supreme Court. 
Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Blan- Mr. CASAULT thought that cases an- 
chet, Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Burpee, | terior to 1867 should be decided as pre- 
Caldwell, Cameron (Inverness), Campbell, viously, that is by a petition of right, which 
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Casault, Cayley, being addressed to the Governor in Coun- 
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Coffin, Costi- cil, would by him be referred to the 
gan, Coupal, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford ordinary tribunals for investigation and 
(Leeds), Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, | report, the claim to be either paid or re- 
Dunkin, Ferguson, F erris, Fortin, Gaucher, jected, according to the recommendation. 


Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, Gray Grover, peltte SGounE. whieh itd HRS teow te 
Heath, Hincks, Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Lares orbiter pe dea nga 


Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, La- Hon. Mr. SMITH (New Brunswick) said 
certe, Langevin. Langlois, Lipum, Lawson, by a law in New Brunswick there had been 
LeVesconte. Macdonald (Kingston), Me- already power given to claimants to ap- 
Donald (Middlesex), Masson (Soul.nges), peal to the Court; and, besides, he did 
Masson (Terrebone), McCarthy, McConkey, not see how this Parliament could arrogate 
Ae ‘ Bae nes MORE, eaarat "| power to settle claims to be settled by the 
OHS ae ee se ees ae eye Lait Provinces. He was, however, in favour 
eS ad IE A Aya ere | ofthe Bill, as it now stood, confining the 


Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlin), ; 
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Victoria, N..S.,) Ryan cases to those'subsequent to July, 1867. 


(King's, N. BR. ,) Ryan (Montreal West), The Committee then rose and reported 
Shanly, Simpson, Stephenson, Sylvain, | the resolutions as amended, and the Bill 
Tilley, Tupper, Wallace. Walsh, Webb, | 5 read a first and second time, and to 
White, Willson, Wood—92. be read a third time to-morrow. 


It was announced that the Election Bill 
Hon. Sr A. T. GALT, with reference to 5 be 
the last resolution, that he could not ap- spe ebctin ja Me BD Sa hgheceel 5 4 
prove of doing away with the system of in- Hon, Sir ¥. HINCKS moved the consi- 
spection, and would like to divide the deration of the Public Accounts to Com- 


House on that resolution. mittee. 
.R 1 aah ais _ Mr. MACKENZIE moved the considera- 
7 St ce pata ated Sore ee tion of the statement of defaleations in 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced | the Departments to the same Committee. 
a Bill based on that resolution. In answer to Mr. BLAKE, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved the House! “Hon.'Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD: said xt 
into Committee on the Bill to extend the | WS not intended to introduce a Bill ae 
powers of the Official Arbitrators incert in |SPecting the Government of Rupert's 
cases therein mentioned. He explained | L2nd, as a deputation was effected. 
that the Bill hid been amended to make | Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked when. it 
it applicable only, to cases since 1867, and | was probable the financial statement would. 
applicable to other departments than be made. Already they were in the sixth 
that of Public Works. week of the session, and the Budget, the 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER suggested that any really initial step to the more serious busi- 
claims arising anterior to 1867 should be | “5% WS Et oown yet. 
referred to this Board by consent of the Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he ex- 
parties. pected the Estimates would be printed 
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immediately, and he would make no delay 
thereafter. 


Hon. SANDFIELD MACDONALD said 
that from the bill of fare there should be 
no difficulty in getting through before May, 
but all seemed to expect it would be late. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not the 
length of the bill of fare, but the tough- 
ness of the articles. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved the second 
reading of the Census Bill. There were no 
schedules, and the directions were includ- 
ed in outline in the Bill. He felt it desir- 
able to assimilate the taking of the census 
as much as possible to that of their 
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neighbours, and was therefore de 
sirous of waiting to see all the 
provisions ‘mide there. The time 


was also left indefinite as far as regarded 
the month and day. The last Census was 
taken on the last Sunday in January in 
Canada proper. In the Lower Provinces 
inJune. In the United States in was in 
June, and in Great Britain it was in April. 
He thought June would be the most suit- 
able month, dependent, however, on that 
at wich others were doing it, of course 
consulting the convenience of the Domin- 
ion. He went carefully over the clauses 
in som: what similar terms. to those used 
in the introduction of the Bill. 


Mr. “MACKENZIE approved generally of 
the Bill, but pointed out difficulties to its 
working. 


Mr. BLANCHET thought June was the 
best season for taking the Census. 


The Bill was then read asecond time: 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved the second 
reading of the Bill to amend the Acts respect- 
ing the improvement and management of 
the Harbour of Quebec. He proposed to go 
into Committee of the Whole on Thursday. 
Some discussion arose respecting the pro- 
per course to be taken, and the Bill was 
allowed to stand over. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill rel:ting to 
Court of Divorce and matrimonial causes in 
New Brunswick—Carried ; and the House 
went into Committee of the Whole; rose 
and reported with amendments. 


Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he pr. posed on Thursday to move the ad- 
jurnment tll Saturday, Friday being a 
statutory holiday. 

After some conyersition it was agreed 
that the House meet on Siturday at 12 
o clock. 


The House adjourned at 10.50. 
Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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Orrawa, Marcu 23, 1870. 
PRIVILEGE. 


The doors of the House were closed 
until five o’clock—a question of privilege 
being under discussion. When the doors 
were opened, 


AMOUNTS SPENT ON ROADS. 


Hon Mr. ODELL moved, an address for 
areturn, relating to amounts appropria- 
ted and expended by the Dominion Govy- 
ernment, since the Union,upon great lines 
of communio ition between the Provinces 
of Quebec and New Brunswick. He called 
attention to the fact, that, acoerding to 
the last Public Works Report, all the 
money expended had been for work on 
portions of roads located in Quebec. He 
was not opposed to these roads being 
under Dominion Government supervision, 
but thought, in justice to New Brunswick, 
money should be expended impartially 
for the coustruction of great thorough- 
fares. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL assumed, that the 
heaviest part of the work on the roads 
mentioned in the motion were situate in 
Quebec, and the chief part of the expendi- 
ture would necessarily ve in that Province ; 
the return would be brought down, how- 
ever, and the hon. mover would then see 
that money hod been properly apportioned 
and expended. 

The motion was carried after a few re- 
marks from other memtvers. 


RE-SURVEY OF INTERCOLONIAL. 


Hon. Mr. WARK, moved fora Select 
Committee to examine into matters relat- 
ing to the re-survey of the Intercolonial 
Railway. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


The House then went into Committee 
of the Whole, on the Bill relating vo mis- 
ters’ and mates’ certificates. Hon. Mr. 
LETELLIER de ST. JUST in the chair. 

After a disvussion on the third section, 
the Committee rose and reported pro- 
gress, and the House then adjoarned. 


HOUSH OF COMMONS. 


Ortawa, March 23, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:30. 
PETITIONS. 


Mr. CURRIER presented a petition in 
favour of the Caughn :waga Canal. 
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Mr. MAGILL presented a petition in fa- 
vour of a Protective Tariff. 


Routine 


INSOLVENT ACT. 


Mr. KEELER introduced a Bill to amend 
the Insolvency Act of 1869. 


INTERCOLONTIAL FERRIES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS introduced a Bill re- 
specting Ferries, and stated that considera- 
ble difficulties existed regarding Intercolo- 
nial ferries, and it was therefore necessary 
to issue rules relative to licenses, &c. The 
Act was proposed to apply to ‘all ferries 
under the control of this Parliament. It 
was intended that licences should be issued 
under the great seal, and all licenses must 
be obtained after competition. The Act 
not to extend to vessels plying to ports in 
Canada coming under the control of Cus- 
toms, to Bridge Companies, or to Compa- 
nies already ineorporated. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter re- 
quired consideration. Was it the imten- 
tion to take possession of such a river, for 
instance, as the Ottawa, and restrict all 
ferries to certain points. Was it under- 
stood that the ferries were to be left to 
private enterprise to discover, and then 
the Government to take possession of them. 
He saw vreat difficulties likely to arise. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that at the second 
reading he would be prepared to discuss 
the matter fully. 


Mr. WRIGHT, (Ottawa) referred to the 
ease of aferry in the Ottawa which was 
held by a Mr. Smith, who holds a right 
over the river for several miles, to the 
great disadvantage of the inhabitants. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said the matter was of great importance to 
Ottawa. He remembered a bill which had 
passed both Houses, but disallowed, on his 
advice, which conferred in perpetuity a 
right to ferry on a length of a mile on each 
side of the city of Ottawa and at the Gati- 
neau. It would have conferred a feudal 
right, and charges to which there was no 
limit. 


Mr. CURRIER said that before the ferry 
monopoly existed, the public was well 
served, and they might then go down to 
the river at almost any point between New 
Edinburgh and Upper Town, and at a call 
a boat could be had in a moment. At 
present it was a great grievance both to the 
people of Ottawa and ‘Hull, and he hoped 

‘the Bill now introduced by the Govern- 
ment would, in some way, remedy the evil 
so much complained of. 
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SIGNING MILITIA COMMISSIONS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE. E.* CARTIER. intro- 
duced a Bill to facilitate the signing of 
Militia Commissions. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER - said, 
there were large numbers of commissions to 
be signed, and it was proposed to aftix the 
signature by a stamp so as to save delay. 


DRILL SHED, TORONTO. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
asked if the Government had heard of the 
destruction of the drill shed at Toronto, 
and if it was the intention of the Govern- 
ment to rebuild it. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that it was a joint property of the Govern- 
ment and Corporation, and it was neces- 
sary to have a full report. He had given 
instructions to that effect, and would pring 
the matter before the House. 


Mr. BLAKE said $50 spent in shovelling 
the snow off would have gaved the 
building. 


HARBOUR OF REFUGE, COTEAU RAPIDS. 


In answer to Mr. MASSON (Soulanges), 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, it was the 
intention of the Government to put a sum 
in the estimates for a harbour of refuge at 
the head of Coteau Rapids. 


MURRAY CANAL. 


In answer to Mr. KEELER, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, it was not 
the intention of the Government to pro- 
vide this Session for the construction of 
Murray Canal. 


ENLARGING WELLAND CANAL. 


In answer to Mr. MERRITT, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it was intend- 
ed to cause a survey of the Welland Cana! 
and report to be made as to the cost ef 
enlarging it. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said a 
commission was about to be named of part- 
ly commercial and partly professional men, 
to inquire into the system of inland navi- 
gation. 


IRON FOR THE INTERCOLONIAL. 


In answer to Mr. JONES, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was intended to advertise for tenders 
for the supply of iron for the Intercoloniai 
Railway. 


Welland 
REWARD MONEY. 


In answer to Mr. PERRY, 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
no part of the money for the discovery of 
_the murderer of the late Hon. Mr. McGee 
had been paid, asno one had established 
2 right to any portion of it. 
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PILOTAGE RETURNS. 


Hon.Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD brought 
down the returns relating tu pilotage, and 
the cost of assimilating the laws. 


ST. LAWRENCE AND WELLAND CANAL 
REPORTS. 


Mr. MAGILL moved, for copies of all 
Orders in Council, Reports of Engineers and 
Correspondence, in reference to the en- 
larging the St. Lawrence and Welland 
Canals. He said that any one who look- 
ed at the map of the country could see 
that the natural outlet for all the produce 
of the West was through the great waters 
of Canada. Nature hasdone much for us, 
but we should supplement nature by art, 
and nothing was so important to the mate- 
rial progress of the country as the enlarge- 
ment of these cinals. He referred to the 
immense strides that had been made by the 
country since 1845, when the Welland and 
St. Lawrence Canals were built, and also 
to the improvement that has taken place 
in Montre.l since the deepening of Lake 
St. Peter, so that vessels drawing 2() feet 
of water could enter that port, and stated 
that the same improvement would be 
visible all over the Province, if the 
eanals were enlarged. Although the an- 
nual receipts from the Welland Canal 
only paid 24 per cent. on the cost of con- 
struction, yet the benefits indirectly de- 
rived by the country from these and the 
other canals, amply repaid the expendi- 
ture. ‘The reason the canals were unpro- 
ductive was, that they were not large 
enough to allow sea-going vessels to get 
into our lakes, that importers in the West 
might have their goods brought direct to 
them, and that vessels might get return 
eargoes, thus greatly diminishing the cost 
ofearriage. DThis was animportant matter, 
not only to Ontario, but to the people of 
the Lower Provinces, whose sailors and 
ships would find ample employment in our 
earrying trade. Although the required en- 
largement would cost about twelve mil- 
lions of dollars, yet this would be amply 
repaid by enabling the canals to allow the 
passage of ocean vessels of a thousand tons 
burden, and carrying about ten thousand 
barrels of flour. Another important con- 
siderat.on in favour of the enlargement 
of our canals was, that the people 
ef Ontario have long looked forward 
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to it as one of the improvements that were 
to come with Confederation, as, in fact, 
one of the bases upon which Confederation 
was founded. Butever since the Conference 
of 1864, nothing has been done. The an- 
swer given by the Government to all in- 
quiries on this subject was, that its import- 
ance has been recognized, but that the 
finances would not allow of it. He thought, 
however, that if we could undertake other 
important commercial works of a doubt- 
ful profit, that surely this great work 
should not beneglected. He referred the 
House to areply given by the Hon. Geo. 
rown to the member for Lincoln in re- 
ference to this subject, and which was to 
the effect that the enlargement of these 
canals and the opening up of the North 
West were portions of the Government po- 
licy, and that these works would be gone 
on with at the earliest moment. He (Mr. 
Magill) was pleased to hear that the Goy- 
ernment had come to a conclusion on this 
point. If there was one subject more 
than another on which the people looked 
with interest, it was the _ enlarge- 
ment of these canals. If they were 
enlarged so. as to be a hundred feet wide at 
the bottom, and deep enough to accommo- 
date vessels drawing 15 feet of water, then 
their purpose would be accomplished. It 
should be the object of every member of the 
House to show that our people do not 
suffer with a comparison with our neigh- 
bours, and that we are endeavouring to 
take advantage of every natural advantage 
placed within our reach (hear, hear). 

Mr. STREET said there was no motion 
that he could second with more pleasure, 
than the one moved by the member for 
Hamilton, not because he (Mr. Street) rep- 
resented one of the counties through which 
one of the canals passed, but because he 
was amember ofthe House of Commons, 
and was bound to look beyond his own 
county. It was his duty he believed to 
look at the matter in a national sense, m 
regard to the trade and commerce of the 
country. ‘The fact that the question was 
not looked upon ina sectional spirit was es- 
tablished clearly by the member for Ham- 
ilton having brought the matter before 
the House, and not a member locally in- 
terested. The hon. gentleman had felt 
as a leading merchant of Hamilton, the 
necessity which existed for the enlarge- 
ment of these canals in order that the 
trade of the country might be carried on 
more satisfactorily to those living in the 
Dominion. He (Mr. Street) was delighted 
to hear the Minister of Justice say, that 
the Government had come to some con- 
clusion in reference to these great works, . 
as it is of the utmost importance that 
these be taken up and carried through at 
the earliest possible moment, without any 
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serious delay. If this work were not prose- | session for some declaration of policy, but 
cuted with vigour and despatch and with aj had heard of none. Surely if the Govern. 
determination to carry it through, we; ment were not prepared on financial 
should lose without doubt the carrying | grounds to proceed, they ought to have 
trade which we gained by these canals. | some scheme prepared and brought down 
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- There was no doubt that our enterprising | for 
neighbours would take steps to secure to 
all that business which we | 
do by these canals, and he} He believed any one who understood the 


themselves 
ought to 
hoped that the 
to be appointed would 
its duties by urging upon 
Government the necessity of acting with 

great vigour, and that we should not have 
_ the work postponed by mere promises, as 
had been done in years past. He was very 
sorry tosee the other evening, that the 
‘Secretary of State, was very undecided 
about the canal question, saying that we 
already had the expense of the Interco- 
lonial and North West on our hands. He 
did not think this policy would be satis- 
factory to the country (hear, hear). The 
sooner enterprising action was taken the 
better, and he could not help noticing 


commission about 


that his hon. friend put this matter off 


for an indefinite period. Nothing would 
be so likely to enable us to obtain the 
reciprocity which we have so long looked 
forward to, as the construction of these 
great works (hear, hear). He believed 
that our American friends would for the 
sake of getting this means of outlet, urge 
upon Congress the renewal of the treaty. 
He did not think it necessary to quote 
figures, but was quite sure that the open- 
ing of these canals would ensure the re- 
ceipt by the Government of a much larger 
profit than has ever hitherto been received. 
He hoped that the Commission to be ap- 
pointed would be instructed to act with 
energy and determination (hear, hear). 
Mr. SHANLY said that he understood 
the Government to intimate, that it was 
intended to intrust the Canal enquiry to a 
Commission. He was not in favour of plac- 
ing the public works in Commission. He 
did not see why, with the Board of Public 
Works, such a step was at all necessary. 
All our great canals had been constructed 
by that Board, and it was the part of 
the Government, and of that purticular 
Department, to set to work and bring 
down a scheme, instead of compelling the 
House to wait session after session for a 
report, which if not sitisfactory, would be 
declared to be the fault of the Commission. 
He did not think there was any clause in 
the Quebec resolution so fraught with im- 
portance, as that which referred to the 
canals—the Welland, Ottawa and St. Laiw- 
rence canals—for the policy must not 
only be to construct them, and so give 
access to the sea, but must also be such as 
to open up communication with the heart of 
the country. They had waited session after 


consideration, so that something 
might be done in the near future 
to secure the trade within their reach. 


state of the water communication would 


discharge ; acknowledge, that so far the Canal system 
the | had been almost a failure, 


and had 
brought us no trade commensurate with 
the expense incurred in construction. 
Below Kingston, it might be said that the 
canals were used altogether for local pur- 
poses. They were told that one reason 
why the construction of Canals should be 
postponed, was the heavy expense of 
other works going on, such as the Inter. 
colonial railway, and also the acquisition ° 
of the Red River territory. The Inter- 
colonial railway was, no doubt, a political 
and social necessity, but it would not 
tend to develop sucha trade as he con- 
templated. He admitted that it would 
bring the Lower Provinces nearer to us 
and develop trade with them to a certain 
extent. They were told that the trade 
with Red River would be great, but that 
had yet to be made. He for: one voted 
against the acquisition of that territory, as 
he thought the enormous cost would have 
been far better spent nearer home, (hear, 
hear). It had now been acquired, however, 
and, he supposed, they must go to some ex- 
pense to mike it useful. But close by and 
almost within th-ir view, was an enormous 
trade of which they received nothing. He 
ventured to say that not one per cent. of 
that trade came to them. The Welland 
Canal had never paid because there was 
no canal policy. The St. Lawrence Canals 
stopped short at the point beyond which 
their trade ought to be directed to render 
itremunerative. It was a wide spread fal- 
lacy, and no where more than at Montreal, 
that the largest and most increasing grain 
trade was that across the ocean. If they 
looked at the returns they would find that 
there had been rather a decrease in the de- 
mand in Europe for American grain, while 
larger supplies were being yearly received 
in Englind, from the Black Sea, and France 
and the Baltic. If there was a further de- 
mand they came here for the balance only, 
and if the crop was good in Europe the de- 
mand here was proportionately short, and 
in some years there was comparatively little 
demand. All this time there was a 
mirket close by us in the United States. 
Our canals extend to Montreal and stop 
there, while the New England States, which 
do not pretend to grow cereals and import 
all their breadstuffs, afford an immense 
trade, which all goes another way than ours. 
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A policy by which that trade could be 
secured, had been urged year after year, 
but those who did so had been taunted 
with advocating a visionary or an Ameri- 
.can policy. Instead of the St. Lawrence 
Canals stopping where they did, they 
should be extended so as to open up a 
trade with the New England States. 
He referred to the Caughnawaga Canal, 
by which he contended that a large por- 
tion of the $5,000,000 of the revenue de- 
rived from the Erie Canal could be direct- 
ed here, as by this route produce could 
be laid down much cheaper in Lake 
Champlain than at Albany and Troy, by 
other and existing routes. He had always 
held that the destiny of Canadians was not 
to be great exporters; but Montreal and 
Quebec thinking they can be so, believed 
that they can force the trade down the St. 
Lawrence. He, on the contrary, believed 
that the Canadians should be the great 
carriers not alone for Europe, but for the 
New England States. The Government 
always opposed a canal policy, on the 
ground that they could not afford it. He 
held that the country could not afford to 
do without it, (cheers) and that the 
country was never in a better disposition 
to do something towards this great end. 
It would not do for the Finance Minister 
merely to bring forward expedients to 
tide over present difficulties. He must 
make such financial investments, which 
would not require fifty per cent. reserves, 
but which would return in indirect and 
incidental advantages four dollars for every 
dollar spent, enabling us to carry out 
further public works year after year— 
(cheers)—and giving us the largest share 
of the carrying trade from Lake Superior 
downward, making us the great carriers of 
the continent, (cheers). 

Mr. McCALLUM said the question of the 
enlargement of the canals was probably 
the most important which could come 
before the House, or engage the attention 
of the Government, which for the time 
being had the destiny of the country for 
weal or woe in their hands. It was time, 
therefore, that they declared their policy 
to the House, if they had any, and if not, 
it was time they had one. He knew they 
had said repeatedly that the question was 
taken into serious consideration, but they 
had had a long time to do so, and for ten 
years the importance of the question had 
been urged on every Government in succes- 
sion. He knew that on the one hand it 
would lead to the imposition of additional 
burdens and taxation, while on the other 
it would add immeasurably to the pro- 
_ gress and prosperity of the country. He 
thought that the majority of the members 
were satisfied that the money expended 
on so important an object would pay ten 
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fold by stimulating industry from one end 
of the Dominion to the — other, 
and if Canada was to be the great country 
of which some boasted, it would not be by 
neglecting the water communications. All 
parts of the Dominion were interested in 
this question ; 1s was not one of merely 
local interest.. It would give the Maritime 
Provinces an opportunity of building the 
class of vessels suitable to carry on trade 
to the Upper Provinces, to bring their pro- 
duce, fish for instance, to be delivered to 
the farmers of Ontario, and take farm pro- 
duce back in exchange, and whatever sav- 
ing was effected in the cheapening of 
freight would, he was assured, be shared 
by the consumer, the producer and the 
carrier. It would give the Lower Provinces 
the privilege of a coasting and inland trade 
of 2,000 miles. Ontario would on the 
other hand be benefited by having an 
outlet to the ocean, and could build ves- 
sels suitable for ocean service, which she 
could find employment for during the 
winter months, by sending into the foreign 
trade, instead of being compelled, as now, 
to keep her vessels idle during five months 
of winter. This was one of the benefits 
to be derived from Confederation which 
was most talked of, and it would do 
more to consolidate the different parts 
of the Dominion than all the money they 
could spend on other objects, by binding 
them all together in the bonds of unanim- 
ity and friendship. He did not think the 
money required for a survey would be so 
large as torequire any such commission as 
that spoken of by the Minister of Justice. 
He believed that $8,000 would make all the 
survey required. By a report made by 
Mr. Page, in July 1860, it was stated that 
there was a depth of 9 feet of water in the 
St. Lawrence Canals, and to obtain a depth 
of ten feet and a half would cost $1,028,- 
000. Ifthey got twelve and a half feet, 
which he thought would be sufficient for 
inland water navigation, that by the same 
calculation would cost $2,000,000 more, 
equal to $3,000,000, added to which would 
be $3,000,000 for enlarging the Welland 
Canal, and $1,000,000 for harbours, for 
these must also be improved, if they 
wished to render the Canals available, and 
give access to vessels to them. The Gov- 
ernment had been hard pressed the other 
day on the subject of Harbours of Refuge 
in Lake Krie, and members spoke as if 
there were no harbours, but there were 
harbours there which could be made use 
of, and he advised the Government to de- 
fer the consideration of any large ex- 
penditure there, till a Canal policy had 
been settled. There were difficulties 
to be met with at Colborne harbour, on 
Lake Erie, in connection with enlarge- 
ment, as it is a rocky bottom, and it. 
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will take some money to get a depth 
there of twelve and a-half feet. He urged 
the Government not to go on with the 
Commission, but to employ engineers to 
make a survey, which could be done for 
not more than $6,000 or $8,000, and whose 
report would be ready to be laid before the 
House next Session. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) contended that the 
advantages of the carrying trade referred 
to by the hon. member for South Gren- 
ville would depend upon the amount of 
tolls imposed upon ships and vessels going | 
through our canals, and the people of the 
Dominion should reflect seriously before 
they incurred a heavy expense in enlarg- 
ing these canals. The hon. member for 
South Grenville had said that the Ameri- 
cans were alive to the importance of the 
carrying trade, but they wished it to go 
through their own canals, though the hon. 
member had said they would give us reci- 
procity in order to get their trade down 
the St. Lawrence. They were not likely 
to do this. He (Mr. Jones) was a protec- 
tionist from principle, and did not wish to 
screen himself by adopting a national or 
retaliatory policy. After alluding to the 
money already spent on canals and the 
Intercolonial Railway, and also to the 
amount. required for opening canal and 
railway communication with the North 
West, he said he did not think the Do- 
minion should spend sixteen millions of 
dollars enlarging canals for the purpose of 
allowing the farmers of Illinois, Minnesota, 
and other Western States, to send their 
produce to England, to compete with Ca- 
nadian farmers, unless there were some 
mode of getting areturn. He considered 
it would be better to abolish the Interco- 
lonial Railway Commission rather than ap- 
point another, and as there was now so 
little work for the Public Works Depart- 
ment to do, he thought that Department 
should undertake the management of this 
work. — f 

Mr. BURPEE referred to the necessity 
of constructing the Bay Verte Canal, and 
said the Lower Provinces were expecting 
to see that work accomplished, at the very 
earliest moment the finances would per- 
mit. He observed in the course of the 
debates in this House, continued reference ! 
to the Intercolonial Railway, as a work par- | 
ticularly for the benefit of the Maritime 
Provinces. He entirely repudiated that 
idea. The work he believed would never 
pay commercially ; it would only be valu- 
able asa military road, and as such was 
even more for the benefit of the Upper 
than the Lower Provinces. 

Mr. MACKENZIE, referrmg to a remark 
to the effect that the carrying trade was 
not of much use to us, siid that point was 
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scarcely worth arguing, so evident was it, 
that the carrying trade was of the very 
greatest importance to us. He fully agreed 
with the remarks of the member for 
Grenville (Mr. Shanly) as: to the 
necessity of the Government making the 
necessary enquiries through their own de- 
partments and not through a commission, 
the more so because it was well known 
that the Government had in their posses- 
sion most complete surveys of the River 
St. Lawrence, Welland Canal, and Ottawa 
River, as wellas very complete surveys 


_that have been made in that extraordinary 


project which he believed utterly imprac- 
ticable the Georgian Bay Canal. No pur- 
pose could be served by appointing a com- 
mission, except to provide for some needy 
Government supporter. This Govern- 
ment might be called a Government that 
does its work by commissions and pays 
its debts by shinplasters. Instead of look- 
ing after the interests of the Dominion, 
they devotedthemselves entirely to schemes 
to tide over present difficulties, political or 
financial. Now when this subject was 
forced upon their attention by 
private enterprise, when private parties 
were endeavouring to initiate and carry 
out schemes of public usefulness in con- 
nection with our system of inland naviga- 
tion, the Government returned it by the 
appointment of commissions. Surely with 
thirteen members, the Government ought 
to be competent to manage the affairs of 
this country without the everlasting com- 
mission business. Better to put the whole 
Government of the country under com- 
mission at once, and be done with it. We 
had four Finance Ministers called Treasury 
Board; then we had our Department of 
Public Works subdivided, part of its work 
given to a Railway Commission that was 
universally admitted to be an absolute 
failure; and in the Senate they had 
agreed to take more work from the Pub- 
lic Works Department, and place it under 
the Department of Marine and Fisheries 
This was entirely in opposition to sound 
public policy. He had sat upon committees 
of Parliament for the last eight or ten 
years, which had investigated with toler- 
able fullness various schemes for the im- 
provement of our inland navigation, and 
he knew that the Government had in their 
possession at the present moment complete 
information. The hon. gentleman from 
Grenville, who had spoken on this subject, 
was anengineer of high standing, and he 
had made a most complete survey of the 
Ottawa River; and there was no gentle- 
man in Canada better acquainted with 
every foot of the St. Lawrence River; and 
there was not a more competent man to 
give an opinion as to what the Govern- 
ment ought to do in retlerence to 
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these great public works. While 
he was prepared to give fair con- 
sideration as to the time when these 
works should be commenced, he held 


' that the Government should come down 
with some definite policy on the subject. 
The financial interests of the country ought 
to be looked to from two points of view. 
One was the mere point of expenditure ; 
the other was the results of a policy that 
would bring the immense trade of the 
West down the St. Lawrence. It was a 
fact, that since 1860 there had not been 
any increase in the trade of the St. Law- 
rence canals, and there had been consider- 
able decrease in certain branches of it, and 
at thismoment there was no prospect of 
any increase ; because of the difficulties in 
the way—difficulties which the Govern- 
ment appeared to wish to take no steps to 
remove, excepting by appointing a 
Commission. At the present moment 
we were about entering upon a new era 
of commercial industry. The railway en- 
terprise on the south shore of Lake Supe- 
rior would undoubtedly bring the trade of 
Minnesota, the north-w estern part of Wis- 

consin, and all that of the North West 
Territory down Lake Superior, instead of 
to Chicago, as at present. This trade was 
occupied almost exclusively by Americans, 
but by building at Sault Ste. Marie, on the 
Canadian side, “which possessed. very supe- 

rior advantages to the American side, the 
whole of that trade would be in our hands. 
The Government already had in their pos- 
session complete plans and surveys of that 
locality. Were we to enlarge our canals 
to the capacity of the St. Lawrence River, 
and improve our harbours, we would be- 
yond all question, especially if the Caugh- 
nawaga canal was built, bring the whole traf- 
fic of the West down our route to Montreal. 
To interpose objections to a scheme like 
the Caughnawaga Canal, which would be 
before the House in a few days was, in his 
opinion, utter madness. If we intended 
to keep our position on this Continent we 
Inust give our attention to this very im- 
portant matter. We cannot afford to de- 
lay. He quite agreed with the remarks of 
the member from New Brunswick, (Mr. 

Burpee) ia respect to the Bay Verte Canal. 

That was one of the most important works 
yet to bedone, and important to the whole 
Dominion, in view of its geographical posi- 
tion. On this subject ofcanals, he believed 
he was not influenced by any sectional 
feelings. We had within reach, the means 
to compel commercial intercourse with the 
Americans, and that was by enlarging our 
canals. It was not the mere amount of re- 
venue that we would derive from the canals 
that should be considered ; but benefit 
to the whole country generally. But even 
froma revenue point of view, there was 
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noreason to doubt that the enlargement. 


of our canals, and the opening of new ones 


would, before many years, be the source of 


great revenue to the country. The Wel- 
land Canal was the only canal, now, pro- 
ducing a revenue; but that was simply be- 
cause 1t was used to carry a great portion 
of the produce of the west, which was 
sent down to Oswego. If we had the 
Caughnawaga Canal built, we could take the 
whole of that produce to the same market 
at a much cheaper rate; and we would 
secure an immense share of the carrying 
trade to England and Europe. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) point- 
ed out the peculiar position of the Rideau 
Canal, which differs from that of other 
canals. 


Mr. MERRITT was glad to see that the im- 
portant subject of canals was engaging the 
attention otf the House and Government. 
He hoped next session the Government 
would be prepared with a scheme that 
would be satisfactory to the House and 
country. He pointed out the great benefit 
canals had been to this country already 
in reducing the freight from Montreal to 
Lake Erie ‘froin $2 4 a ton to $4. An en- 
largement of these canals would be equal- 
ly beneficial. At present there were 1,500» 
vessels on the lakes, but only 500 of them 
could pass through the Welland Canals. 
He did not approve of appointing a 
Commission, but thought the Government 
could attend better to the matter through 
their own departments. He thought the 
member for Lambton was wrong in saying 
that the Government was already in pos- 
session of the surveys of the Welland 
Canal. 


Hon. Mr. Le VESCONTE said thatas one 
of thé representatives of a Province own. 
ing four hundred thousand tons of ship- 
ping, he thought he might be permitted 
to say a few words on this subject. The 
question was one of the utmost importance 
to the welfare of the Dominion, and de- 
served the attention of the Government. 
Although the people of Nova Scotia had 
been forced into Confederation, they had 
no sectional feelings on such matters as 
these, but believed that the opening up of 
the inland navigation would be a benefit 
to the whole country, when they could 
come with their sea going ships and carry 
the produce of the interior to all parts of 
the world. They had the ships and they 
also had the men. He believed that every 
dollar expended on canals and in extend- 
ing the railway communication Hast and 
West, North and South, throughout the 
length and breadth of the country, would 
tend to develope its vast resources, and to 
blend together the people under thit glo- 
rious flag which Ins for ages waved over 
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our heads and those of our ancestors. 
Perhaps, after speaking as he had done, the 
remarks he was now about to make might 
be cons.dered sectional, but they were re- 
quired on this occasion. 
cated inthe House of Assembly of Nova 
Scotia the opening of the St. Peter's 
Canal, and had been met with taunt upon 
taunt; first it was a hole, then a ditch; 
still he had persevered until it had now 
grown to a canal. Numbers of vessels 
pass through it every day during the sea- 
son, and many more would be glad to avail 
themselves of this facility, but unfortu- 
nately the locks were too narrow for the 
passage of large vessels. He hoped, how- 
ever, this would soon be remedied. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
development of canals was a question 
which had been pressed upon the atten- 
tion of the Government, but he regretted 
that it had been brought up for discussion 
at this particular time, for he would like 
to have it fully discussed in all its bear- 
ings, from all sides of the House, and it 
would be better to discuss it without any 
reference to the general or particular pol- 
icy of the Government, or special merits 
or demerits of the Government. It was a 
peculiarity of the member for Lambton, 
that, on every question that is discussed, 
he had something to say about the Gov- 
ernment. He wastes the time of the 
House, he may please himself, and did not 
hurt the Government. Atthe same time 
an attack would be much more forcible if 
ib were presented on a fitting occasion 
when the Government could discuss it and 
meet it directly. The hon. gentleman con- 
sidered the Government striving to make 
offices or positions for some friends, when he 
(Sir John) announced that a commission 
would issue upon this important subject. 
He (Sir John) could only say that between 
thirty and forty members of this House and 
the other branch of the Legislature, called 
upon him recently, specially to urge upon 
him the propriety and expediency of issu- 
ing a commission, composed of the best 
professional engineers and men of practi- 
cal science, combined with men who un- 
derstand the trade of this country, and 
who understand and appreciate the neces- 
sity of the development of this country, for 
the purpose of taking full evidence of re- 
ports and surveys of Public Works De.- 
partment, and all other sources of infor- 
mation, and make a full and exhaustive 
report upon the whole question of water 
communication from the extreme West 
to the extreme Hast; pointing out 
the present and future requirements 
of the country, and giving an approx- 
imate indication of the cost of such 
works and their opinion as to the order in 
which such works should be undertaken. 
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This Commission will in no way interfere 
with any special Government work. He 
had made this amendment, that such Com- 
mission was to be issued in compliance 
with the strongly expressed wishes of a 
large deputation from both branches of the 
Legislature, just after the Minister of Pub. 
lic Works had said that the Government 
intended to order a survey of the Welland 
and St. Lawrence canals, but specially 
Welland, to be made without delay, 
(hear, hear.) It had been said tlie Gov- 
ernment was already in possession of the 
surveys and full information respecting the 
Welland canal; but the hon. member for 
Lincoln, who knows all about it, has said 
such is not the case, and his hon. friend 
from South Grenville, whose long connec- 
tion with the Great Western Railway en- 
ables him to fully understand the subject, 
says there must be a new, complete oa 
thorough survey of the Welland canal be- 
fore its enlargement can be _ under- 
taken. The Commission would utilize 
all - reports and surveys already 
made, and make a _ full genera\ 
report for the consideration of Parliament 
and country, so that both can see whether 
large expenditure—a large addition to 
public burdens—can be justified by this or 
that work or all works combined. He 
thought this course would receive the con- 
demnation of this House and country. At 
the time the Union was formed, the first 
question pressed upon Parliament and 
Government, and adopted by both, was the 
construction of the Intercolonial Railway. 
The Confederation Act provided that the 
work must be commenced six months after 
the commencement of the Union. It was 
a political and constitutional necessity, and. 
was hurried on with insufficient surveys, 
for the purpose of keeping the constitu- 
tional requirements of the Act. That in- 
volved a very large expense, but the whole 
country accepted the burden for them- 
selves and for posterity, under consideration 
that it was the connecting link of all the 
Provinces of the Union. Then the next 
provision—not embodied in the Union 
Act, because it was not susceptible of be- 
ing introduced, was a resolution of the 
Quebee Conference equally binding, but 
did not apply to the Welland or St. Law- 
rence Canals, but applied to the great sub- 
ject, which we now desire to make the 
subject for a Commission to report upon. 
Reading the resolution, he went on to say 
the first consideration was, of course, the 
financial one, and he quite concurred with 
the hon. member for Lambton that that 
consideration should not be lost sight of. 
We must take into consideration the in- 
crease of the trade of the country, and 
must not be afraid of large expenditure; 
and then we shall have a better prospect 
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ma reasonable time of a large 
But we must not be carried off our feet 
and incur prematurely burdens which will 
certainly press upon us heavily, unless 
there is a prospect of a return within a 
reasonable period. The cinal system of 
Canada had, he thought, hitherto proved 
sufficient for the trade of Canada proper, 
that is to say, carrying only products that 
Canada grows, and enabling them to find 
their way to the east and the seaboard. 
But he was sure it would not be so always, 
but that, following the settlement of Ru- 
pert’s Lond and the great North West, 
there would be a necessity, with reference 
to Canadian trade alone, and without refer- 
ence to the trade of the United States or 
any portion of it, certainly for enlarging 
the Welland Canal, and perhaps the St. 
Lawrence Canals, and that within a very 
short period. (Hear). But we must not 
' gontine ourselves to the consideration of 
the enlargement of the Welland Canal 
alone. We must consider, with the grext 
water communication he spoke of, the 
Pacific Ra.lway, as a matter which could 
not be longer postponed, but which ought 
to be immed.ately considered. Water 
communication with the head of Lake 
Superior is a matter also to be considered, 
and for that portion we certainly have not 
sufficient reports. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Will this Commis. 
sion consider the question of the Pacitic 
Railway ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re- 
plied, it would only consider the question 
of the water communication. Believing as 
he did, that the present canals were quite 
large enough for carrying the products of 
Canada eastward, and supplies trom Europe 
westward, the question arises, Whether we 
should enlarge these canals and go to en- 
ormous expense merely to enable the 
Americans to use them. At present the 
coasting trade is denied us by the United 
States, and so long as that restriction is 
maintained, we cannot be the common 
carriers of this Continent of the produc- 
tions of the Great West. A Canadian ves- 
sel laden with wheat or Hour at Chicago, 
eannot go to Oswego. 


_ Mr. MACKENZIE—It can go to the 
sea. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Cer- 
tainly—so far as our vessels can carry Ca- 
nadian produce to Canadian ports, but 
they cannot carry from American ports to 
another American port. The carrying 
trade of the United States is carried on in 
American bottoms, and not in Canadian 
vessels, and the ‘only profit we can get, 
will be from tolls, so far as American ves- 
selg are concerned. Supposing a_ ship 
canal were made around the Falls of Nia- 
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American ves- 
sels would carry from C hieago to Oswego, 
Rochester, or Ogdensburgh, but that would 
be no. advantage to Canad r. The ques- 
tion, therefore, arises whether, as we can- 
not get the carrying trade, would the pro- 
fit from the tolls be sufficient to warrant 
the enlargement of the canals. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—I sxid I believed it 
would. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ac- 


knowledged that he had, but so long as 
Americans keep up their present ‘Chinese 
wall’ system, as it had been called, 
Canadian vessels would not carry a bushel 
of wheat ora barrel. of flour from one 
American port to another. All these 
questions had to be considered with the 
greatest care, after examining all the evi- 
dence that.can be produced, and it will be 
a most valuable report. We should be 
charged with great recklessness, and great 
disregard for the public interest, if in such 
a question it was not fully entered into by 
men fully acquainted with it in all its par- 
ticulars. He was inclined to believe that 
the profits to be made from tolls, as well 
as the accommodation of our own trade 
with the great west, and that portion of 
the trade of the United States going to 
Montreal, would be quite sufficient to 
warrant the Government of Canada to en- 
ter at no distant day upon the enlarge- 
ment ofthe canals. There was another 
consideration which he would only advert 
to, and that was, that the enlargement 
of the Welland and St. Lawrence Canals 
would take away, to a certain extent,;one 
of the levers we have for getting reciproc- 
ity. If Americans find weare going to en- 
large these canals whether they give us 
reciprocity or not, they will be more in- 
different about it. He knew there was the 
remedy of excluding their vessels from 
the use of the canals. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—<And exclude our- 
selves from Lake Michigan. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that step was to be taken only as a last re- 
sort, if a retaliatory policy should be justi- 
fiable or warranted. If we enlarge these 
canals, we may assume, as a matter of 
course, that we will allow American ves- 
sels to pass through, no matter what re- 
strictions may be put upon our commerce 
and produce. The commission would be 
selected from the best engineers of the 
country, and we may look to the United 
States as well as Canada, if it be neces- 
sary; and besides commercial men of 
Canada, it would be an a@vantage to en- 
gage, if possible, some of the Western 
men, who are interested as much as we 
are, and who are at present our only 
friends at Washington, for the purpose of 
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getting up an exhaustive report. This 
was the scheme of the Government, and he 
thought it would receive the acceptance of 
the House. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON inguired if the com- 
mission would be appointed immediately 
—during the present session of Parlia- 
ment? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes. 


Hon. Sir, A. I’. GALT was proceeding to 
_ say that he differed from the Minister of 
Justice, but as he (Sir Alexander) had not 
clearly understood his remarks, Hon. Sir 
John A. Macdonald reiterated his reasons 
why the canals should be enlarged. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT believed that very 
great advantage would arise from the 
‘American trade | passing through our canals, 
which would bring forward a great variety 
of interests in this country. It would at- 
tract foreign shipping, to a larger extent 
than ever before, to Montreal and Quebec, 
and thereby the producing interest of this 
country would be benefited. He quite 
agreed with his hon. friend that the Ame- 
rican coasting restrictions should be taken 
off, 1f we made the enlargement of the 
canals. He bkelieved the time had now 
arrived when the question of enlarging the 
canals ought to be taken up, but he did 
not think, that, as Government had re- 
ports of able men on the subject, this Com- 
mission would be able to throw much light 
upon the subject. 

Mr. CURRIER said that while he was 
glad to learn from the Government that 
while they intended to take up and deal 
with the important question of Canals and 
Canal improvement, yet he regretted he 
could not agree with them as to the way 
in which they proposed to go about it. 
He was opposed to the appointment of a 
‘Commission to make up a Canal policy 
for them, but thought the Government 
should take the responsibility of bringing 
down a policy themselves, and stand or 
fall by it. He was sure if they would do 
this, and if it was anything like what it 
‘ought to be, this House would support 
them and help to carry itout. He regret- 
ted no reference had been made, either 
by the Government or others as to ‘the ne- 
cessity that existed for the improvement 
of the Ottawa Canals. He hoped we were 
not to wait for a policy before they have to 
be improved. Not less than two thousand 
tons of freight, and over forty boats had to 
pass those Canals daily, from the opening 
to the close of navigation, and he hoped 
another winter would not pass without 
these improvements having been made. 
He considered the appointment of a Com- 
ae a contrivance to put off the ques- 

ion 
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Dr. GRANT rose to speak, but on the 
suggestion of the Hon. Mr. Holton, the 
debate was adjourned till Monday, as it was 
now six, and the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


The foliowing Bills were read a second 
time : 


HARBOUR DUES AT COLLINGWOOD. 


A Bill to authorize the Corporation of 
the Township of Collingwood to impose 
and collect tolls on Harbour dues and for 
other purposes. 


DETROIT RIVER TRANSIT COMPANY. 


A Bill to incorporate the Detroit River 
Transit Company. 


GRAND TRUNK AND BUFFALO AND LAKE 
HURON AMALGAMATION BILL. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER moved 
the second reading of the Bill to amalga- 
mate the Grand Trunk and Buffalo and 


| Lake Huron Railways. 


Mr. MACFARLANE said that he had ob- 
jections to the Bill, but would not press 
them if it were not pressed into the Com- 
mittee ot the Whole immediately. The 
Bill was passed on division. Committee 
of the Whole on Wednesday next. 


BANK OF COMMERCE AND GORE BANK 
AMALGAMATION BILL. 


A Bill to amalgamate the Canadian Bank 
of Commer ce with the Gore Bank, was 
read a second time. 


OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS. 


A Bul to extend the powers of Official 
Arbitrators in certain cases, was read a 
third time and passed. 


DIVORCE COURT IN NEW BRUNSWICK. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the third reading of the Bill relating to 
the Court of Divorce and Matrimonial 
Causes in New Brunswick. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that he 
was opposed to granting divorces not only 
on religious grounds, but also because it 
was destroying the basis of society itself. 
When Confederation was under considera- 
tion, he had, as one of the delegates, to 
decide whether the power of granting di- 
vorces should be in the hands of the Local 
or Dominion Legislatures. He thought that 
inasmuch as that legislative power was 
found amongst those of the Legislatures 
of the Provinces, and as he could not pre- 
vent it, it would be better that divorces 


691 Divorce 
should be granted only by the Dominion 
Parliament, as it would be more difficult 
for persons seeking divorces to come to 
Ottawa, than to get them from the Local 
Legislatures. If this were a Bill for a 
divorce, he would vote against it, as he 
had always done and would continue to do ; 
but the Bill having no other object than to 
provide how the Government should ap- 
point a Judges to a Court which existed be- 
fore Confederation, he would not oppose 
it. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, the Minister 
of Public Works was, in voting for this 
Bill, voting for divorce, for without this 
Bill, facilities could not be granted for di- 
vorce. He (Mr. Holton) would call for 
yeas and nays on the B.Il. 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) said that the 
member for Chateauguay might have taken 
some other time for having a fling at the 
Government. His object evidently was to 
divide the Catholic members among them- 
selves on exclusively religious grounds. 
He (Mr. Masson) had always been of the 
opinion that these Divorce Bills should be 
passed upon division, on account of the 
religious scruples of members of this 
flouse. Coming up as it did, he could not 
agree with the remurks of the Minister of 
Public Works, he must regard this B.1] in 
the same light asa new one, andas he could 
not vote for granting divorce neither could 
he, with consistency, vote for making 
such legil arrangements as would facilitate 
the obtaining of divorces. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the member 
for Terrebonne was not aware that the 
Minister of Public Works had always in- 
sisted on having the yeas and nays when a 
divorce Bill was brought up. 

Mr. MASSON said he himself had always 
been opposed to such acourse. If the parties 
applying were Protestants whit was the 
use of calling the names when the majority 
of the House had determined to grant an 
application which the religious scruples of 
the Catholic members compelled them to 
vote against. 

Mr. RYAN regretted extremely that 
the Government had introduced this mea- 
sure, and that the Minister of Public Works 
should stand up and defend it, as he consi- 
dered it to be the entrance of the thin edge 
of a very dangerous instrument which 
would soon create a divorce court over the 
whole Dominion. He regarded it in a much 
more serious light than merely as a bill to 
regulate an unimportant detail ina long ex- 
isting Court. He regarded it as involving 
the appointment of a new judge to a 
Court, the existence of which he alto- 
gether disapproved. It was urged that the 
Court already existed, and that therefore 
it ought to be continued in deference to 
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the wishes of New Brunswick. No such 
ground was allowed by the Government to 
be taken when the question was as to the 
abolition of the ballot to which the people 
of New Brunswick were attached. If uni- 
formity were urged in the case, he saw no 
reason why it should not be here. But 
whether that were so or not, he must act 
according to his conscience. Taking broader 
grounds he asked members, whatever their 
religious belief, to look round and see the 
evil effects of the relixation of the mar- 
riage law in other countries, and especially 
in the United States, in which the sacred- 
ness of the marriage vow was completely 
sapped. The opinion of the best minds 
in all countries was duily strengthening as 
to the inadvisibility of granting divorces. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) said that 
he had always, when a Divorce Bill was be- 
fore the House, voted for it, if he consi- 
dered that acase was fully made out, and 
he considered he was not violating his _re- 
ligious principles. This was the first time 
he had seen a Catholic member rising 
and saying, that he did not want 
a division. They had always asked 
for it before, and why should we 
now allow this Bill to pass without 
a discussion, because it suited a _par- 
ticular party. He as a Catholic did not 
think it his duty, nor that he had any 
right to force his views upon Protestants, 
coming here, supported by their religion 
and asking for a divorce. He would sup- 
port the hon. member for Chateauguay in 
asking for a division. He would oppose 
the Bill as he thought it a preliminary 
step towards the establishment of a gen- 
eral divorce court. 

Mr. DUFRESNE said this questior 
should not be looked at from a religious 
point of view. He looked upon the Bill as 
confirming a state of things which ex:sted 
in New Brunswick. before Confederation, 
and which this House had no right to 
change. He would vote for the Bill, but 
he would not vote for a Bill to allow Tom 
Dick and Harry to get divorces. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD explained that. 
the Bill was not to establish a new Court of 
Divorce in New Brunswick, but simply to 
make a necessary provision respecting a 
court which already exists. He regretted 
that it did not also extend to Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the pur- 
pose of this Bill was to facilitate the deci- 
sion of divorce cases which could not now 
be acted upon. It is therefore the crea- 
tion of a tribunal which did not exist 
before as to those cases, and when a Bill 
such as this is brought before the House 
respecting a Divorce Court, it opened up 
the whole question as to the propriety of 
continuing the existence of these courts. 
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The court proposed to be created was one | Mr. CURRIER would like to know why 
which could not only decide a quest.on of | parties who could not get a divorce in 
marriage between Protestants who regarded | Courtsin New Brunswick did not come to 
it in a different light from those who, like |} this Parliament, just as parties in Ontario. 
himself, regarded it as a sacrament, but ; and Quebec had to do. 

could also decide on such questions affect- | Hon. Mr. DUNKIN pointed out that the 


ing Catholics who, by the laws of the j same objection which was raised to this 


Church, held the marriage tie indissoluble. 
He did not look at the Bill as merely one 
to remove a technical difficulty. The ques- 
tion really stood, whether the House should 
extend the powers of the court or abolish 
it altogether. 


measure might with equal force be raised 
against the appointment of a new judge 
in case of a vacancy. If this Bill was de- 
feated, the Judge in New Brunswick who 
had charge of such cases, would either 
have to resign, or try cases which public 


Mr. CASAULT said the House, as he decency required he should not try, or he 


looked at it, was not asked to pronounce 
on a Divorce Court at all, but whether or 


not it should make a provision necessary | parties. 


would have to refuse to try it, in which 
case injustice would be done to’ certain 
The object of the Bill was to re- 


to the carrying on of the business ofa}|leve the present Judge from this diff- 


court. It did not make any difference 
whether it was a Divorce Court, or a 
Queen’s Bench Court, or any other Court. 
Though he would not vote for a divorce 
nor for the establishment of a divorce 
Court, he would support the Bill. 


Mr. BLAKE said the Government had 
insisted on uniformity in other matters, 
but in this matter of divorce they were 
bringing in a measure which sanctioned a 
special system for one Province. They 
had gone to a large expense in attempting 
to assimilate the laws of the different 
Provinces which he defied them ever to 
accomplish. The criminal laws had been 
assim. lated in great haste, and they had 
been told that they must pass a uniform 
election law in spite of all objections. He 
must, therefore, fix them down to their 
own principle of uniformity and insist on 
its being carried out in this as in every- 
thing else. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD point- 
ed out the injustice which ths Bill was 
intended to remove. The Bill was intro- 
duced at the suggestion of Judge Fisher, 
who was prevented f om hearing a case of 
divorce because he had held briefs in that 
case before he was appointed judge. It 
was unjust that one or two parties should 
be prevented from the advantage of the 
Court which was enjoyed by all other par- 
ties in New Brunswick. 


‘Hon. Mr. ANGLIN argued that the Bill 
would facilitate the granting of divorces in 


certain cases, and that the principle of 


granting divorces was before the House 
just as much as if it had been brought up 
on direct motion. 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE would like to see the 
Bill extended to Nova Scotia, where, as he 
understood from the member for Colches- 
ter (Mr. Archibald), a similar difficulty ex- 
isted, so that these cases might not be 
coming up continually, and these unplea- 
sant discussions would be avoided. 


culty. 
After some remarks from Mr. Connor, 


Mr. PELLETIER said it was hardly ne- 
cessary for him to explain the vote he had 
to give. He thought that voting this Bill 
was more than voting for one divorce case, 
but facilitating many other similar cases, 
by conferring to the Courts of Justice a 
jurisdiction which Parliament alone should 
exercise. He maintained that those who 
made such laws, according to his opinion, 
so much opposed to good social principles, 
should alone have the responsibility and 
the execution of the same. He (Mr. 
Pelletier) would not only vote against the 
Bill, but would take advantage of the ad- 
mission of some hon. members who de- 
clared that if a measure was brought di- 
rectly to abolish the Divorce Court, they 
would support it. He would then move 

“That the Bill be not read a third time, but 
that it be resolved that the Divorce Court in 
New Brunswick should be abolished.” 

Hon. Sir. GEORGE E. CARTIER, char- 
acterized the amendment, as a clap-trap 
motion, and went on tosay that the Rouge 
Party of which the mover of the amend- 
ment was amember, were attempting to 
set at defiance the authority of the clergy, 
yet this party now set themselves up as the 
standard bexsrers of the Catholic clergy. 
He referred to the Guibord case in Mon- 
treal. He had first been informed that 
one person had withdrawn from the Cana- 
dian Institute at Montreal, but that person 
had not the manliness to do so publicly. 
He then went on to relate the circum- 
stances under which Confederation was 
passed. He explained that at the time of 
the formation of the Confederatioa the 
question of Divorce had been left purposely 
to be decided by the Federal Parliament, 
which had a Protestant majority, and taken 
away from the Legislature of Quebec, the 
majority of which was Catholic, because it 
was against the creed and conscience of 
Catholics to vote for divorce in any circum-~ 
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stance whatever. This was done in order 
that justice might be done to Protestants. 
The Catholic Bishops of Canada approved 
of this course, and he had reason to be- 
lieve that the Holy See did so, too. 


Mr. BELLEROSE, regretted exceeding- 
ly that the question had been brought up 
in the manner it had been, as_ tending to 
excite feelings of animosity between the 
Province of Quebec and those of the Lower 
Provinces. ‘The question hid been put in 
its proper light by the Minister of Militia, 
as being one of adoptation of the rights 
of Roman Catholics and Protestants re- 
spectively. 


Hon. Mr. IRVINE could not understand 
the consistency of those members who op- 
posed the Government measure on consci- 
entious grounds, and yet who voted for the 
Confederation scheme. The ground which 
they now took was that Divorce was a stib- 
ject so entirely out of the jurisdiction of 
Local Parliaments, that they could not 
even vote for the corrections of a trifling 
error of detail in the constitution of an 
existing Court. Yet they had voted for 
the constitution which specifically enacted 
that Divorce should be dealt with by the 
Parliament. He (Mr. Irvine), although 
he had always voted against Divorce, 
would have had no hesitation in support- 
ing the Government measure. But as the 
amendment of the member for Kamou- 
raska distinctly brought up the question 
of the abolition of Divorce Courts, he 
should vote for it if the Speaker held it to 
be in order, as he had always strongly held 
that there should be no Court for that 
purpose, and he was equally opposed to 
the subject being decided by Parliament, 
which he thought the worst Court to try 
cases Of this description. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said they were com- 
pelled to deal with the question as it came 
before them. The discussion had taken 
two distinct courses. One what Catholics 
should do in the matter, and the other the 
general question. He believed that there 
should be no divorces granted, and he 
held the principle was as much violated in 
sanctioning a court to adjudicate on one 


case as on many. The Minister of 
Militia said that they must com- 
promise everything if they expected 
to get on harmoniously. But he 


could not see how they could compro- 
mise principles, and this question he held 
as one of principle. He was sorry the 
Minister of Militia had not relieved the 
conscience of the member for Laval, as to 
the course to be adopted by those who 
believed divorce immoral. He had fur- 
ther said that the Bishops had agreed with 
dim. 


Hon. Sir Geo. EL. Cartier. 
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Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—It was on 
the question of the distribution of power 
under Confederation. The question was 
referred to Rome, and the course he pro- 
posed was sanctioned. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that he knew 
the Roman Catholic doctrine. .No Bishop 
would dare to approve of divorce. 


Hon. Sir GEO, E. CARTIER reiterated 
that the Bishops knew that this was a 
mixed community, and approved of the 
question of divorce being left to the Do- 
rinion Parliament. 


Hion. Mr. ANGLIN said it might be sup- 
posed that less evil would arise from the 
question being left to the Parliament of 
the Dominion than to any other, but they 
held it to be asin nevertheless. Neither 
the Pope nor the Council could decide 
otherwise, since the binding nature of ma- ° 
trimony was as deep founded as the 
rock on which the Church was built. As 
Catholics they held that there could be no 
dissolution of matrimony without adultery if 
the parties re-marry. When Catholicmem- 
bers voted against a Divorce Bull, it was not 
with the hope of obtaining a majority, but 
to save their own conscience. Independent 
of the religious reason, there were others, 
affecting society at large, which could be 
appealed to why no divorce should be 
allowed, and in asking that others should 
support resistance to any divorce law. He 
felt bound to resist a bill which proposed 
to allow one or two parties to obtaina sham 
dissolution of marriage, which could have 
no effect but an evil one. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER correct- 
ed the misrepresentation of the Hon. Mr. 
Anglin as to his statement, which referred 
to the protection of the right of minorities 
secured by the conclusions at which they 
had arrived on this subject. Otherwise the 
minorities in Ontario, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick could have had no claim to 
their rights being respected in the same 
manner as they are now. He hoped that 
if two Catholics came here for divorce, the 
Protestant majority would consider it in 
the light in which they viewed it, and 
take a proper view of the meaning of 
leaving the question to the Dominion 
Parliament, which was intended to re- 
lieve Protestants who regarded mar- 
riage in a different light from Roman 
Catholics. He was glad to hear that the 
member for Gloucester was so submissive 
to the Holy See, and he called his attention 
to the Bullagainst Fenianism, lately issued. 

Mr. PELLETIER defended his conduct 
in bringing up the motion, which he had 
thought it his duty to do, and denied that 
it would cause any enmity or ill feeling 
between the Provinces. He was some- 
what surprised to hear the strange argu- 
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ment of the hon. member for Laval, who 
went as far as to say that he (Mr. Pelle- 
tier) was right in making his motion, only 
if he was sure to carry it, stating as a prin- 
ciple that we should not oppose a bad 
measure unless we are sure to defeat ic. 
In answer to the Hon. Minister of Militia, 
Mr. Pelletier thanked him for condescend- 
ing to assist as God-father to his motion, 
in ealling it a ‘“clap-trap motion,’’ and 
added that if he was allowed to give him 
an advice, it would be to not speak so 
much of religious principles, alluding to 
one particular side of the House, that the 
side on which he (Mr. Pelletier) was sit- 
ting could perhaps advantageously sustain 
a comparison with the Hon. Minister in 
accomplishing religious duties. . 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill had been brought up at the in- 
stance of the learned judge, and might 
have been allowed to pass without remark, 
as it had been introduced for one object 
alone. It created no new tribunal, but 
simply provided for the removal of the dis- 
ability of a judge from relationship or 
other cause. But the present amendment 
bound down the House to sanction a Bill 
to abolish a court which had been estab- 
lished, without hearing the people of the 
Province for their interests, which might 
be seriously affected. He therefore 
moved the adjournment of the debate. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked when the de- 
bate was to be resumed as this was a Gov- 
ernment measure ? 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had adjourned the debate to give the 
members from New Brunswick an oppor- 
tunity of fully considering the matter. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that to-morrow 
_ was a Government day, and this should 
come up then. 


ELECTION LAW. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the Election Law was to be taken 


up then. 


The motion was carried and the House 
adjourned. 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, March 24, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
‘usual hour. 


OFFICIAL REPORTS. 


After routine business, 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON moved the con- 
sideration of the Joint Committee Repoit 
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on Reporting and Publishing the Debates 
of Parliament. 


The matter was briefly diseussed in a 
conversational way, the feeling be’ng that 
it was desirable to have more complete re- 
ports of the proceedings. 


Business. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill in amendment of the 
Act relating to Cruelty to Animals.—Car- 
ried. 


EXTRADITION ACT. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill to amend the Extradi- 
tion Act, and explained that the object 
was to repeal part of the first section of 
the Act 31 Vic. : in order to place jurisdic- 
tion entirely in the hands of Judges of the 
higher courts. He said the administration 
of certam Justices of inferior courts had 
not been satisfactory. 

After some remarks from Hon 
SANBORN, the motion was carried. 


Mr. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


‘The House then went into Committee 
again on the Bill relating to Masters’ and 
Mates’ Certificates—Hon. LETELLIER 
DE ST. JUST in the chair. 


On the first clause some discussion was 
had as to the literal meaning of the term 
‘‘Sea,’’ which in the clause is made to in- 
clude the Bay of Fundy, the Bay of 
Chaleurs, and the Gulf of St. Lawrence; 
the objection being raised that by this pro- 
vision coast mariners who do not really 
to sea, would be required to qualify for 
masters’ and mates’ certificates, as if they 
intended to navigate the sea. The clause 
was allowed to stand, to be taken up with 
clause T. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said, in connection 
with clause 2, he had consented to intro- 
duce an amendment, to the effect that ex- 
aminations should be instituted in the sev- 
eral Provinces of Quebec, Nova Scotia, 
and New Brunswick, for persons who, hav- 
ing been domiciled in the Dominion three 
years, intend to become masters or mates 
of sea-going ships. 


In reply to objections, he said the do- 
miciliary provision was in accordance with 
the British American Shipping Act; and in 
reply tothe Hon. Mr. Ryan, he said there 
would be three examiners, one at Quebec 
for Quebec and Montreal, one at Halifax 
for Halifax and Yarmouth, and one at New 
Brunswick; and that it was not yet deter- 
mined whether the examiners would be 
paid by fees or by a fixed salary. 
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Section 3 to the last, with the exception 
of section 7, were then agreed to. 


On section 7, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL in- 
troduced an amendment, to the effect that 
ships leaving one port of the Dominion for 
~ another, or from Dominion ports to Amer- 
can Colonial ports, or United States ports, 
should be exempt from the requirements 
of the Act as to masters’ certificates, &c. 

The Committee then rose and reported 
the B.ll as amended, the report was adopt- 
ed, and the Bill ordered for the third read- 
ing on Monday. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduced a Bill 
for the organization of the Department of 
Secretary of State for the Provinces. 

The House then adjourned till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 24, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. 


Mr. MACKENZIE, presented a petition 
from the sn all and Merchants of Sar nia, 
praying that no fractional. paper cur- 
rency be issued. 

Mr. T. N. GIBBS, presented a similar 
petition from the merchants of Oshawa. 

Mr. RYAN, (Montreal), presented peti- 
tions from William Workman and 250 
other citizens of Montreal, and from R. 
Trudeau, and 30 others, with the same 
prayer. 

MERCHANTS’ BANK, HALIFAX. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD, presented a 
petition from the President of the Mer- 
chants’ Bank, Halifax, praying that the 
said Bank may be authorized to increase 
their paid up capital from yy 000 to 
$400,000. 


OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT moved the first read- 
ing ofa Bill respecting official assignees 
appointed under the Insolvent Act, sent 
from the Senate.—Read the first time. 


GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY. 


Mr. BROWN introduced a Bill to restore 
the charter of the Grand Junction Rail- 
way Company.—Read the first time. 


SELECT COMMITTEE ON RAILWAYS, &e. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, -pre- 
sentel the second report of the Select 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 
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Committee on Railways and Canals, re- 
commending the amendment of the char- 
ter of the Great Western Railway; adop- 
tion of the St. Lawrence and Lake Cham- 
plain Canal, without amendment, and of 
the Megantic International Railway, with- 
out amendment. 


Business. 


NORTH WEST CORRESPONDENCE. 


' Mr. BROUSSEAU moved for the printing 
of 2000 copies of additional correspondence 
on the North West, and 1000 in French. 

Mr. BLAKE hoped that there would be 
an ‘index to this correspondence. 

Mr. CHAMBERLIN thought the issue 
was double that required. 

On the suggestion of Mr. MACKENZIE, 
the question of number was delayed to give 
an opportunity for the Joint Committee on 
Printing to settle the matter. 


MILITARY MAPS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER stated 
that the mil.tary maps would be found at 
the Post Office, for the use of members 
alone, as they were somewhat expensive to 
get up. He was sorry to say that there 
were some omissions in them, but they 
would be found extremely useful. 

Mr. CHAMBERLIN said in many places 
the headquarters were not laid down, and 
some wrongly liid down in his county. 

Mr. MACFARLANE stated that in On- 
tar.o the same omissions had taken place. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said it was 
desirable thit the maps should be issued, 
that all the necessary corrections should 
be made before another issue. 


GOVERNMENT DAYS. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD desired to 
know if it would be in accordance with the 
wishes of the House to give the Govern- 
ment Mondays, as the time was running 
on when it was desirable to have the ses- 
sion closed. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought it would be 
premature to take the first Monday, as there 
was yet a great deal of private bus.ness to 
be done. If the state of business would per- 
mit after the first Monday, a motion could 
be taken up at the adj urnment for the 
Government to have Wednesday. ¢ 

It was arranged after some further con- 
versation that this course should be adopt- 
ed. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAYS. 


Mr. DUFRESNE called attention to the 
rep rt respecting contractors on the Inter- 
colonial Railway, whose contracts had been 
annulled, w hich had been brought down 
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on his motion. It might be such a report 
as might suit those conversant with civil 
engineering, but he wanted such in- 
formation as would be suitable for common 
mortals like himself. He found in the re- 
turn everything except what he wanted— 
that was, the price paid to each contractor, 
and the certain facts he had asked for had 
not been furnished. They had experience 
of work done by eontract in his local.ty, and 
how easy it was to evade the conditions. 
There, by this method, a sum of $670,000 
had bn expended, the work represent- 
ing which was utterly worthless, and he 
wished to guard against a repetition of 
anything of this kind. He wanted to pre- 
vent the contract price per mile from be- 
ing made up, on one pretext or other, 
which they could not understand, to $30,- 
000 or $40,000 per mile. 

Mr. WALSH sa‘d, the report contained 
all the information that had been asked for. 
In each case the contract sum was given, 
then the amount done on the work previ- 
ous to suspension, the amount due and 
the sum paid. The general report of the 
Commissioners, which he had expected to 
have been able to have had in the hands 
of the members, would contain all the 
information on the subject. If it was not 
satisfactory, he would try to put in such 
statements as would be satisfactory. 

Mr. BLAKE asked if, in every case, no 
more had been paid than had been certi- 
fied by the engineer. Heunderstood that 
money had been advanced on a chattel 
mortgage, and that proceedings had been 
taken to recover it. 

Mr. WALSH said that was a different 
case. Power had been taken to advance 
money on the plant. That had been done 
in one case, and a balance of only $4,000 
was standing at the time of the suspen- 
sion. Another small advance had been 
made, but that had been entirely made 
up. 

_ Mr. MACKENZIE supposed that inform- 
ation as to these transactions would be 
found in the report. 

Mr. WALSH answered in the negative. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said in that case they 
would require to make enquiry as to what 
was not in the report. It was only by ac- 
cident that this one transaction had been 
‘discovered, and he desired to know how 
much more it was thought necessary to 
conceal. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said according to 
the contract 15 per cent. was to be kept 
back during the progress of the work, but 
by the return it would seem to have been 
all paid. . 


Mr. DUFRESN# said the return showed | 
apparently the amount of work done, for | 
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which the whole amount was paid and 
nothing kept back. 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry) under- 
stood that besides the security taken from 
the contractors, fifteen per cent. was kept 
back. Approximate est.mates of the work 
done were made, and he presumed the 15 
per cent. was deducted from these, and 
that the amount shown was the whole 
amount less the 15 per cent. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD hoped 
that the House would not be led into a 
discussion before the papers came down. 
If anything defective in the returns was 
pointed out it would be supplied. 


Mr. BLAKE called attention to the 
omission in the correspondence relating to 
the Intercolonial Railway. One referred to 
in Mr. Rose’s letter of the 27th August, 
1869, and another apparently referred to 
in a communication from the Home au- 
thorities, as having been received from the 
Treasurer of the Dominion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he would make enquiry. 


ELECTION LAW. 


Mr. FORTIN, in resuming the debate 
on the Election Law, regretted that the 
duty of re-opening the discussion of so im- 
portant a measure as that before the 
House should have devolved on him. 
While he would try to do his duty, as far 
as possible, in considering the question, he 
would endeavour not to detain the House 
in the few remarks he had to make. As 
to the necessity for an Election Law, he 
thought the majority of the House, if not 
all the members, would agree that some 
law was required, and in fact indispensa- 
ble, so as to assimilate the election laws 
of the different Provinces. It seemed to 
him, besides, that the Federal Govern- 
ment ought to have its own electoral l.sts, 
although in saying so he must not be un- 
derstood as disparaging the lists prepared 
by the Municipal Councils, which he be- 
Leved to be in most cases correct. He 
approved of the system contemplated by 
the Bill in reference to the preparation of 
new voters’ lists. It provided that there 
should be three Commissioners to prepare 
those in each electorat district, according 
to the new franchise, and these lists were 
to be revised by Revising Barristers. Ex- 
cept possibly on the score of expense, he 
could see no objection to the system, and 
he hoped that the Government would 


| take proper precautions to have the system 


carried on as economically as possible. 
With regard to the revisors of the lists, he 
believed that lawyers were, on account of 
their professional studies and experience, 
proper persons for the work, but he thought 
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there were other classes of men, either 
in the towns or in the country parts, who 
are just as able as lawyers to revise the 
lists, and he hoped that the hon. Min- 
ister of Justice would change the clause so 
as to admit of the choice being made among 
the most able persons of each electoral 
district, whether they are lawyers or not, 
and he thought that the Government 
could find in country places persons who, 
from their residence and from their know- 
ledge of the circumstances of the people, 
would do the work of revising the lists 
better than lawyers who were strangers to 
the locality. He would now come to the 
important part of ‘the Bill—the question 
of the franchise. If he were to judge of 
the intention of the Government with re- 
spect to the franchise by the Bill before 
him, he would be tempted to believe it 
was intended to restrict it. He hoped 
such was not the case, and from the as- 
surances that had been given by the mover 
of the Bill to several of the members who 
had spoken before him, he trusted that 
when the House went into Committee on 
the Bill, amendments would be _ intro- 
duced with a view to establish a franchise 
as liberal, if not more so, as that which 
snow existed in the Provinces of Ontario 
and Quebec. In this country, which is so 
distinguished for the loyalty and peace- 
fulness of its inhabitants, in which law- 
abiding is the universal rule, and in which 
-there are no political troubles or disturb- 
ances to be feared, there cannot be the 
slightest danger in extending the franchise, 
as itis now done in England. He hoped, 
also, that no persons who had aright to 
vote at the last election will be disfran- 
chised. But he had to speek of a county 
in which one-fourth of the voters would 
be disfranchised, if the Bill were allowed 
to pass as it was now. He was sorry 
if he had to advocate exceptional legisla- 
tion, but he was compelled to do so; he 
was apparently in a reserved case (cas 
reservé) from which he depended on the 
Minister of Militia, so well known for his 
orthodoxy, to relieve him. He referred 
to the people of the Magdalen Islands. 
It was well known that the population of 
these islands were tenants under renew- 
able leases, under such conditions that 
they ought to be éonsidered rather as 
proprietors. But although their lands 
were now become very valuable, the 
ground rent for which they were held, 
would not entitle them to vote, if they 
were regarded simply as tenants. He 
would, therefore, when the House went 
into Committee, move an amendment to 
enable the people of the Magdalen Islands, 
as occupants under renewable leases, and 
he hoped the Government would oppose 
what he claimed as a right for the 


Mr. Fortin. 
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people of the Magdalen Islands. He 
would also draw attention to a clause which 
would practically disfranchise a large pro- 
portion of the voters. The number of 
voters allotted to each polling district 
was fixed at 600. Now the days’ polling 
was only nine hours, during which not 
more than 25 votes an hour could be 
recorded, if there was any opposition 
offered—such as the exacting of the oath 
—so that under the most favourable cir- 
cumstances from 200 to 300 were all that 
could be polled each day. He trusted 
that the Minister of Justice would change 
this clause, so as to admit of all the votes 
being taken conveniently, as was intended. 
He was opposed to voting by ballot, one 
of his principal reasons being that in a 
contested election any frauds that might 
have been committed could not be de- 
tected. He preferred open voting, as 
being more honest and manly, and as 
less open to frauds. 

Mr. BELLEROSE, thought that the Elec- 
tion Laws should be assimulated, but he 
objected to some clauses of the Bill, es- 
pecially to the third clause which obliged 
a tenant to possess a written lease of five 
years or upwards, in order to obtain the 
right of voting ; by this clause a great num- 
ber of the French Canadian inhabitants in 
the several counties of Quebec, would be 
deprived of such right. He also consider- 
ed as unjust the 83rd clause, which gave 
to any-one voter the power to demand 
a poll. He thought a heavier pen- 
alty should be inflicted with regard 
to bribery and corruption, for such a 
penalty would, in many cases, prevent 
contestations of elections. He was also 
opposed to the present system of Election 
Committees of the House, and thought 
that all controverted election cases should 
be left to the Judges of the Superior 
Courts. He also objected to the present 
Property Qualification Law, for some can- 
didates qualitied through lent property, 
and afterwards the property reverted to 
the real proprietors, and in maany cases 
members sat in the House without quali- 
fying, and he was sorry to add that there 
were members in that House who had not 
qualified and could not legally qualify. If 
there was to be a property qualification it 
should last for the whole of a Parliament. 
He regretted also that the French portion 
of the population of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, which numbered one-fifth of 
the population of the Provinces, granted 
to the French portion of the population of 
the Province of Quebec. The law should 
provide that the proclamation and every 
document to be used on nomination day 
should be read in both languages in New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia as it was done 
in Quebec. He complained of a remark 
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made afew days previous by the member 
for Charlotte (Mr. Bolton), (laughter.) That 
hon. member had said that prejudices ex- 
isted among the French port.on of the 
population, but he could A him to the 
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example set by the Province of Quebec for 


the last twenty years. The. French Cana- 
dian majority of that Province had. invari- 
ably protected the rights of the English 
minority; and in some counties inhabited 
almost entirely by French Canadians, Eng- 
glishmen had beenreturned to Parliament 
election after election, and the same thing 
had been followed in. some counties in 
Noya Scotia and New Brunswick, where 
the French element was in the majority. 
He then referred to the method proposed 
for preparing voters’ lists, and objected to 
the clause relating to the appointment of 
Revising Barristers, who would have the 
power to change at their will the lists pre- 
pared by the assessors. He trusted that 
the Government would amend the Bill, 
and make such provisions as would protect 
the interests of the County voters. 

Mr. ROSS [Champlain] said he did not 
mtend discussing the merit of the various 
features ot the Bill, but would make a few 
remarks. on scme important, but which 
appeared to him objectionable, points, of 
the proposed law. He had listened with 
great attention to the remarks of the 
members who had preceded him, and he 
must say that, whilst some of the sugges- 
tions made were apparently reasonable, 
others lacked common sense. He ap- 
proved of the Bill, which he thought was a 
very liberal one ; there was more in it to 
be curtailed than there was to be added to 
it. On that point he was not of the same 
opinion as the hon. member for Bothwell, 
who thinks that we ought to extend the 
benefit of a liberal measure even to the 
inhabitants of Newfoundland and Prince 
Edward’s Island, although they hid not 
yet thought fit to become part of the Con- 
federation. He thought that the hon. 
members’ idea was rather a smgular one. 
He believed that before passing any laws 
for the benefit of the inhabitants of these 
two Provinces we ought to wait for an ex- 
pression of sympathy on their part, and a 
change of their opinion in reference to 
the Confederation of the British North 
Amerie:n Provinces. There may exist in 
either Province a class of men who are 
reilly entitled to the right of suffrage, and 
may not exist in the list of those 
Provinces who have a right to vote. 
He cited as an instance the fishermen 
of tle maritime provinces who cherish their 
fisheries and fishing tackleas much as 
the farmers of the Provinces of Ontario 
and. Quebec do their farms, and he thought 
that- we should wait until thvse two 
Proyin’es enter the Confederation, kefore 
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granting them the. right of suffrage. 
He was opposed to universal suffrage. 
He wished that certain restraints 
should be laid out. He objected to 
the clause which obliged the tenant 
to have a written lease of five years 
duration, it would deprive a great 
number of the inhabitants of the country 
of the right to vote as: the proprietor ot 
any land or a house may not consent to 
grant alease for solong aperiod. As to what 
regards the preparation and revision of 
voters lists, he approved of the proposed 
appointment of three commissioners which 
he thought were in sufficient number te 
perform the work, but he could not see 
the necess.ty of appointing a revising bar- 
rister, to examine, add to or curtail at their 
own will, the lists prepared and revised 
already by three commissioners. He strong- 
He 
trusted that the Government would con- 
sent to amend that clause, as also the one 
referring to the nomination day, he did 
not think it right to grant to any one in- 
dividual the privilege of demanding a 
Poll, he also thought that one hour was 
too long to wait after the nomination of 
the candidate. He was opposed to the 
voting by ballot: instead of diminishing 
the means of bribery and corruption, it 
would increase them. The proposed rem- 
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-edy was even worse than the evil itself. 


He thought that if his suggestions, which 
with the exception of a few, have been 
made by other members, are accepted, 
the measure will be a good one and will 
meet withthe approbation of the country. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. FORTIER [Yamaska], took except- 
ion to some clauses of. the Bill. He 
thought that the Government should 
grant to the proprietor of any house or 
land, the same rght of voting as is al- 
lowed to the tenant, and restrict the pri- 
vileges of the latter. He objected to the 
five years’ lease clause, because proprie- 
tors did not care to grant to atenanta 
lerse of sucha long duration, and _ leases 
were generally granted fur one year only. 
He took exception also to the appoint- 
ment of Revising Barristers, who would be 
invested with the power of curtiil ng, cor- 
recting, and adding to the voters’ lists. 
He thought that the Government was pay- 
ing a very poor complimint. to the muni- 
cipalities of the Province of Quebec, by 
not allowing them to prep»re their own 
lists of voters. The revised lists should 
be submitted to the District Judges. ‘The 
preparation of these lists would ent) il an 
enormous expense, say between $100.000 
to $200,000. If the Government had no 
faith in the local officers, it could appoint 
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acompetent man, allowing him oneas- 
sistant, otherwise the Revising Barrister 
in order to revise the list which 
had already been twice examined, 
would have to go from house to house to 
see if the list is correct. He sa.d that if 
the Government persisted in the appo nt- 
ment of those three cflicers, it would be 
held’ responsible for the useless expense 
which this clause entails, the more useless 
as the municipalities under~ the old sys- 
tem had always prepared them gratis, it 
would be found more expedient to pay the 
Secretiry-Treasurer. He approved of one 
day’s polling. He was not in favor of as- 
similiting the laws, but he thought that 
the law should protect the interests of the 
whole Dominion, leaving aside petty local 
questions. We are Canadians, and any 
question touching different nationalties 
should never be brought up for discussion. 
He was proud to speak the French lan- 
guage, and believed that the Confedera- 
tion Act would not have the effect of 
abolishing the use of it inthe House. He 
had accepted the union, and would sup- 
port any measure which would tend to 
promote the interests of the Dominion. 


Mr. STIRTON condemned the principle 
of Independence of Parliament Act, and 
maintained that the Election Bill was an 
extension of the same Bill. He objected 
to several features of the Bill, which had 
manifestly been prepared for the benefit 
of the Government, as a most valuable and 
intellig.nt class would be excluded by the 
clause respecting incomes, and _ he sug- 
gested that franchise should be given to 
those who had a salary of $300 ayear. It 
was astepin the wrong direction to ex- 
tend the franchise to Crown Land and In- 
dian Land agents, excise officers, and 
others, under control of the Government. 
Though we should not legislate specially 
to suit the views of the people of Prince 
Edward Island and Newfoundland, we 
need not adopt laws that will frighten 
them (hear). 


Mr. BODWELL took exception to some 
of the general features of the Bill. It 
would be desirable to obtain a uniform 
law for the Dominion, but when a _ Pro- 
vince had long established institutions 
they need not be changed, and it would 
notcause any inconven-ence if each Pro- 
vince regulated the franchise. There was 
no necessity for uniformity if it would 
prevent the progress of Confederation, 
which should extend over the whole of 
Brit sh America. It would take a costiy 
machinery to bring about uniformity, and 
would plice great power in the hands of 
the Government, which might use it for 
the perpetuation of their own influence. 
He hoped the Government would accept 
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the amendments in Committee, so as to 
Farmers 
in his part of the country leised farms but 
for one year, though they often held them 
tor years, and they ought to have the fran- 
chise. Large, intelligent classes of jour- 
neymen workmen often make more than 
$400 a year, and they ought to be allowed 
to vote. Then there were schoclmasters, 
a most intelligent class, certainly as well 
qual fied as any other to exercise the 
franchise, but whose salaries seldom if 
ever amounted to $400, and he thought to 
meet the case of such classes. He thought 
the amount should be reduced to $300. 
With respect to the clause allowing one 
polling place for every 600 voters, that was 
impossible. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Cer- 
tainly; that has been found impract:cable. 


Mr. BODWELL went on to advocate the 
necessity of a simultaneous polling. 


Hon. Mr. CHAU VEAU said he was happy 
to hear the Government state that it would 
not insist on the passing of the Bill as it 
now stood, but that it would willingly ac- 
cept any suggestion or amendments which 
would be found more advantageous. He 
thought the old system was the best after 
all. The parishes could then maintain their 
electoral franchise, and their municipal 
system worked well. He approved of Mr. 
Fortin’s remark, which was to the effect 
that the Federal Government should have 
the privilege of preparing its own voters’ 
lists. They have had to resort to a sys- 
tem of compromise. He was in favor of 
two days votation, because if might happen 
that in some large counties and munict- 
palities the whole of the votes could not be 
taken in one day; the system followed in 
the Province of Quebec was far more expe- 
dient and ought to be adopted by the Fe- 
deral Government, especially if it tended, 
to increase the number of electors. He 
thought also that the one hour allowed to 
demand a poll on nomination day, after 
the candidate had been proposed, is by far 
too long. He considered it expedient that 
all the documents and the proclamation to 
be read on that day should be printed and 
read in bothlanguages Referring to the re- 
mark made by the member for Yamaska re-. 
lating to the use of the French language in 
the House, he could inform the honorable 
gentleman that there was not the least 
fear of its being abolished. It rested w.th 
the French Canadian themselves, who 
should speak in French, as there were a 
great many members of the House, espe- 
cially among the representatives of the 
Maritime Provinces who not only under- 
stood it but could speak it if they wished. 


Mr. BECHARD said the process of mak- 
ing out the electoral lists was too expen- — 
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* 
sive. He would like, atall events, to have ; people should be compelled to leave home 
those lists prepared by men living in the | twice to attend the Courts for settling 
county, because they would, in most cases, , their votes, when they could as will be 
know by themselves the nature of the} settled at one. If the Minister of Justice 
qualifications of the electors. He would|could see the way to adopt existing 
like it also to be declared, that the revising | machinery he was sure it would give great 
advocate be not eligible, for otherwise he | satisfaction to the people. As a measure 
would, in making up the lists, prepare his | of enfranchisement, however, the Bill did 
own election. not go far enough. No man not taxed 


Mr. GODIN regretted to see that Cana-| Should have a right to vote,.but he ob. 
da, instead of going up to the Maritime jected to the insertion of clause 12 which 
Provinces, which are more advanced than lays down that no woman should vote at 
us in election matters, was bringing down | @2Y election. He thought that when a wo- 
the Maritime Provinces to her level. The | ™en held property and paid taxes she had 
Maritime Provinces had all the whole vo-| Quite as much right to vote as a man had, 
tation on one day for the whole county, | (oud, cheers). Why should they make 
and they also had the ballot, two good the distinction between the sexes, if it was 
measures, which he wished to see contin- held that it was for the tax-payers to ex- 
ued and extended to Canada. The Secre-| ercise the right of voting, (ironical cheers). 
tary for the Provinces had said this Bill As to the provisions for conducting the 
was a compromise. How was it a compro- elections personally, he took little account 
mise when only one party was to make of them, as in his part of the country there 
concessions? We have taken everything | W8S nO disposition to prevent any man 
from the Maritime Provinces’ usages. For} from exercising his vote, but he objected. 
his part he thought the ballot a good| to the penalties provided for the punish- 
thing, and he had not heard a single solid ment of certain practices at elections. If 
argument against it; not even when the | men wanted to spend money let them do 
hon. member for Champlain spoke against | 80; let proper lists be made and proper 
it. machinery be provided for recording votes, 


ety a : ae ! and if a man wants to bribe, let him do so: 
aE fs you''did not Later to and let the people take all they can get: 


f the evil would cure itself. Had ever any 
_ Mr. GODIN—He fears to leave in the} one been found guilty of bribery, before 
hands of the Government the power of/ an Investigation Committee? He was 
appointing the assessors. It would be un- 


, : ' not aware that there had, and all the 
just to leave the preparation of the lists to | effect of the bribery laws was to make a 


man contemptible in his own eyes, without 
doing any good. ‘ 
Mr. OLIVER claimed credit to the 


Those officers ought to be chosen by the 
Judges. In Nova Scotia they are chosen 
by Grand Juries. 

Mr. ROSS (Dundas) said the question 
was one in which the people felt a great 


Reform Party for having carried the princi- 
ple of the one day’s voting. He thought 
the income clause should be reduced to 4 
lower sum. He objected to the five years’ 
lease clause which applied to villages, ef 
which there were twelve in his county, in 
which also the practice was to have farm 
leases only for three years. The clause 
that every man’s rent should be paid be 


should be dealt within a liberal spirit. 
He believed that the measure went a con- 
siderable way in extending the franchise, 
but not so far as he would be disposed to 
go. He believed that a less sum ought to 
be adopted in fixing the income qualifica- | fore the vote was exercised was the most 
tion, and thought $300 would be sufficient. | absurd part of the Bill. The $200 value, 
In establishing a suitable machinery for | and $20 rent in rural districts, and $300 and 
preparing the voters’ lists, he held it to be | $30 in cities should be equalized. It would 
desirable to have it as inexpensive us pos- | take thirty days for preparing and revising 
sible. The Municipal Councils in Ontario | the lists at an expenditure at the least of 
and Quebec, being in his opinion the very | $81,000, so that the first General Election 
best for the purpose. A great deal had | would cost $126,000, including the expense 
been said regarding uniformity, but as aj of the election. The local officers ought to 
supporter of Confederation he did not see| be employed insteid of men especially 
how uniformity was so desirable. He| selected by the Government, as it would 
held Conservative views. to some extent,| be a most dangerous power to place 
and was, therefore, opposed to the sudden|in the hands of any Government. He 
and extreme changes which the enforce-| protested against the giving of votes 
ment of this rule would necessitate. Helto Government officials who possessed 
did not see why there should be two classes | from their position greater than mere per- 
of voters’—one for the Local, and the other | sonal influence. The number of votes to 
for the General Parliament, or why the | be polled in one place, he was glad was to 
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be altered. With respect to giving votes 
to volunteers, he held that while every 
man. should have a stake, however small, in 
she country, an while he dreaded univers:il 
suffrage, which the Americans would give 
much to be rid of, yet to men who had 
shown by their conduct and by the sacri- 
fices they were willing to make, that they 
could be trusted to do their duty, he 
would certainly give a vote. He advocated 
the one d-y’s simultaneous polling. He 
regarded the vote by ballot as a matter 
of indiff-rence, but thought New Brunswick 
should be allowed to retain it. 


Mr. GAUDET said he was opposed to 
the appointment of Revising Barristers, 
and, if it were necessary to have such 
officers, they should not be lawyers. He 
was in favour of the voting being confined 
bo one day. 


Mr. RYMAL held that every man should 
be allowed to vote who was entitled to do 
so, and that his right should not depend 
on trickery. As to the five years’ leases, 
it had been heretofore the practice in his 
eounty to have yearly leases, and the 
effect of the Bill would be to disfranchise 
at least one-eighth of his constituency, of 
men who although they held from year to 
year, yet had held their farms for many 
years In succession, as landlords were not 
fond of binding themselves down by long 

“Neases. It appeared to him, that if the 
person resided long enough to have his 
name on the assessment roll, and on the 
Municipal voters’ list that was enough. 
It was cleir that to exact payment of 
last year’s rent before allowing a man to 
vote was unjust. He had himself gone and 
recorded his vote when. perhaps he was 
ewing hs blacksmith or his grocers’ bill, 
and the law might as well be applied in 
the one case as in the other. As to the 
eost of preparing the lists, he thought all 
the calculations made by preceding 
speakers had fallen far short of the reality. 
if the New Board were constituted and 
they took into account bes.des the actual 
expense, of working it, the loss of time 
and money incurred by the attendance of 
voters to see that their names were enter- 
ed on the list properly; the cost of the Re- 
vising Barristers, &c., the cost would not 
fall far short of $500,000 and rich as the 
country was, and great as they expected 
it to be, they could not afford to throw 
away @ half a million, but ought husband 
their resources so as to provide for works 
that were necessary. As to the proposed 


uniformity, if the circumstarices of the. 
different parts of the country were alike | 


he coull then see it to be right, but 
situated as they were it was not desirable 
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ture might be made the styndard for 
qualification of the General Legislature. It 
was true that at present there were some 
who by this Bill would have votes, whe 
would not be entitled to .them by the 
local laws. Such, for instance, was those 
under the .€400 income qualification. By 
the British America act, the Dominion was 
divided into three. What did it matter to 
those who had to choose 19 representa- 
tions, how those who had to elect 82 re- 
presentatives did so? It wassaid that the 
present standard worked manifest injustice 
in some localities, and the Minister of 
Justice spoke of the conduct of assessors 
in Upper Canada as a reason for appointing 
a new Board. He admitted that there 
were partisan assessors, and that they had 
indulged in machinat.ons, to favour their 
own ends, and nine had been more dis- 
tinguished for this than those in the 
township 1n which he had been born and in 
which he lived. They were all high-toned 
Conservatives ; all friends of the Minister 
of Justice, and so far had they carried their 
views that there was not an official, down 
to the fence viewers and pound keepers 
who were not Conservatives. But by this 
means they had run the thing to the 
ground, so that the Conservatives 
themselves had to invite a prominent 
Liberal like all Liberals, a most honour- 
able man—to help them out of their diffi- 
culties (laughter), and to get rid of the 
man whom they had raised and 
who had become so corrupt, there was no 
standing him. Ifhe (Mr. Rym1l) could 
have aprivate talk with the Minister of 
Justice he could tell him some _ curious 
things that had happened. For instance, 
the case of the County Judge, before 
whom an application had come up fora 
final revision of the voters’ list. His (Mr. 
Rymal’s) friends allowed the other side to 
close up their case on the promise that the 
other would be closed up the following 
day. Well, their case was closed up that 
evening, and next morning a telegraph 
was received that a writ had issued and 
75 voters as they boasted, but 55 as it 
afterwards turned out, were cut off 
(laughter). It was now proposed to 
appoint by the Governor in Council 560 
officials to prepare the voters lists, of whom 
probably 559, but certainly 500 at least 
would be strong friends of the Govern- 
ment. He wasnot disposed to give any 
Government such power, far less the 
Government now at the head of affairs, 
of whom the Minister of Justice 
was the leider, who, he fancied knew some- 
thing of what had taken place in the cise 
he had referred to, and in other cases of @ 
similar kind. He had a propos tion to 


to enforce such a law. Every local Legisla- | make, and that was to appointa Committee 
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ef half-a-dozen of the leading spirits of the 
Opposition, (laughter). Of course, they 
would not view the matter from a party 
spirit, but would make the appointments 
impartially, (laughter). Seriously, he 
could not see the use of the Boards of Re- 
vision. He could see that in localities, 
party spirit ran high, and that injustice 
was done, but the next Municipality m ght 
do the same thing on the other side, and 
to some extent bilance, and so correct the 
evil. On the whole, however, the great 
Conservative Constitutional party gained 
the advantage, for they understood how to 
work these things better than the liberals, 
(aughter). He hoped the Ministry would 
be willing to make this concession, and 
make use of the existing machinery, 
which, although not faultless in some re- 
spects, left no reason to complain of it as a 
whole. 

Mr. THOMPSON (Ontario) commented 
on the various clauses of the Bill, urging ob- 
jections to the five years’ clause, the Re- 
gistration Board, and the right of Govern. 
ment Officials to vote. He approved of one 
day’s polling, but thought itshould be ex- 
tended to make the polling simultaneous. 
Oe approved of the employment, of local 
authorities in preference to Boards of 
Revisors. The number of voters—600 for 
each polling place—would not leave a 
minute for each voter, and he thought the 
number was 200 in Ontario, which was 
quite suffic.ent. . 

Mr. COLBY differed widely from some 
of those who had preceded him, and felt 
that the Minister of Justice had acted 
wisely in bringing in the present Bill. 
This House, he thought, had no right to 
abdicate its power in favour of the Local 
Governments, and he thought. it impor- 
tant to fix on the minds of the people that 
they were electing not merely Provincial 
delegates, but representatives to the Do- 
minion Parlament which passed Dominion 
laws and enforced them by its own officers. 
The voters’ lists, he held, should be pre- 
pared under the superintendence of the 
officers of this House, and he did not think 
that the expense of this would be nearly 
so great as had been estimated. The 
Board of Registration was only a Board of 
Revision with power to take the assess- 
tment rolls and other records of the muni- 
cipalities to make use of them. In the 
Committee for the trial of controverted 
élections, it had been shown that there 
had been great negligence on the part of 
municipal officers, in some cases, it having 
been shown thit no revision had taken 
place since 1861. This had happened in his 
own County, and wher the duty was ne- 
glected they had neither control over the 
municipal officers nor could they punish 
them. 
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Mr. CURRIER agreed with the memke 
for Stanstead that the carrying out of the 
law should belong to this House, and it 
alone, and did not see how they could 
throw it upon the Provincial Governments. 
He objected to the clause in the Bill which 
provided that a tenant shouli have ne 
vote unless the tenement had a separate 
outlet to the street, as there were hous>« 
with one common outlet for several 
tenonts, and some in wh ch the outlet was 
by the yard. He thought it would se at- 
tended with injustice. He also suggested. 
that where one-fourth of the electors were 
French Canadians, the proclamation should 
be in both languages. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
there could be no difficulty about that. 


Mr. McDONALD (Middlesex) said that 
a large proportion of his constituents wag 
composed of Scotch Highlanders, and he 
did not see why the proclamations should 
not be also in Gaelic, (laughter.) In 
regard to the ballot, it had been his fate 
to live for some time among Americans, 
and he believed they would willingly give 
it up as well as universal suffrage which 
had been attended with great evils. The 
influence of the ballot box was degrading 
and certainly had not tended to raise the 
respectabil.ty of the class of electors. In 
the State of New York, under these two 
causes combined, it would be found that 
while the State went one way, New York 
could control tts voice and decide in am 
altogether contrary sense. 


The Bill was then read a second time, 
on division. 
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QUEBEC HARBOUR BILL. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved the second. 
reading of the Bill respecting the Harbour 
of Quebec, and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Banking and Commerce, fol- 
lowing the same course as last year.— 
Carried. 

The House adjourned at 11:25. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 26, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at twelve 
o'clock. 


ENLARGEMENT OF CANALS. 


Mr. MERRITT presented a petition from 
St. Catharines, for the enlargement of the 
Welland and St. Lawrence Canals. 

Mr. MORRISON [Niagara] presented « 
petition from the inhabitants of Port Hope, 
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on behalf of the Huron and Ontario Ship | sus Bill—nimely, the adjourned debate on 
Canal. — the third reading of the Bill, respecting 
the Divorce Court in New Brunswick, and 

DUTY ON PETROLEUM. Mr. Pelletier’s amendment thereto. As 


ees eae wi this was the first order on the paper, the 
Mr. MACKENZIE presented a petition | Government should inform the House why 
from certain merchants of Halifax, praying 


. they passed it by, and when they proposed 
for the removal of the Excise duty on petro- | to take it up [laughter]. 
i sw Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said, it was clearly 
understood on Thursday that the Censtis 
Bill would be taken up first to-day. - 


Mr. McDONALD [Antigonish] presented The House then went into Committee 
a petition of Edward G. Randall, and others, ,O8 the Census Bill, Mr. STREET ay the 


MAIL STEAMERS. 


of Antigonish, praying that measures be chair. 
taken to cause the steamer plying between| In Committce a number of verbal 
Pictou and Port Hawksburg, to call at the | amendments were made, and the salaries of 
Government wharf at Port Hastings, Strait | the Enumerators were fixed at three dol- 
of Canso, lars a day, and that of Commissioners at 
four dollars. A few of the clauses and the 
McNAB PURCHASE. preamble were reserved for future dis- 
cussion, and the Committee rose, reported 


_ Mr. RYMAL presented a report of the | progress, and asked leave to sit a gain, 
Special Committee on the McNab land pur- 


chase, with the evidence taken. COASTING TRADE. 


ee 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURE. Hion, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill respecting 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was usual, be- | the Corsting Trade of Canada, and ex- 
fore the financial statement was made, for | plained its provisions. 
| 


Roe rere ee ee the Table ® | Mr. MACKENZIE pointed out that there 
neh ipomninice down to the ies oasible| Wore Some perigus CbtOCis Thai aie 
date. He enquired if such a he abies ReSPOCHnS SD DIAe SE Qaie gee re 
ALLS REo i ee vessels built on our lakes and belonging to 
ihe 4 5 Sonne i the Dominion were registered in Great 
eye Hn Britain, and there was no means of obtain- 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said such ajing the amount of our tonnage. There 
statement was in course of preparation, and | was also no means of obtaining any record 
was about ready for the Printers, and would | of wrecks, &., except that wh ch was ob- 
be brought down with theEstimates,and be- | tamed by Imperial agents in t.dal waters. 
fore the financial statement was made. It |This Act was in effect a dead letter. No 
would not be possible to have it brought !less than 300 American tugs had been 
clown to as late a period as last year. allowed to tow vessels on the Canadian 
__ | side, whereas, whenever a Canadian tug 
Bai rests iamesdgital Sipe alltel 3 all attempted to tow a vesselon the American 
side it was seized. Americin port charges 
Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I think we | discriminated very heavily against Canadt- 
are preparing it for the last half of the year |an vessels. All Canadian ferry boats are 
1869. compelled to pay one dollar and a half 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said last year the |@very time they touched on American 
House met in April, and made a statement | Shores. The result was, that ferry 
which embraced the receipts and expendi- traffic was entirely in the hands 
‘ures down to the end of March. If they of the Americans. Another defect in 
«ould get a statement this year down to the registration was the difficulty in 
the end of February, it would be much! getting Imsurance on Canadian vessels. 
more valuable than the statement for the | He urged the attention of the Government 
half year only. to those matters, and hoped they would 
give a satisfactory answer. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said the subject was 

CENSUS BILL. not lost sight of by the Government. The 

2 _|policy pursued by the Government 

_ Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved that the|in this matter was someth’ng like their 
House go intoCommittee on the Census | policy on the _ tariff. Government 
Bill. had been rather disposed not to 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there wasanjadopt a_ retaliatory policy, or even 
erder on the notice paper before the Cen-| national policy, in this matter, but had 
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dealt with the utmost liberality with Amer- 
icans. Of late they had been adopting 
more rigid rules with regard to Americans 
whenever their vessels would come into 
competition with Canadian or British ves- 
sels. With regard to registration, he ad- 
mitted that the system might be improved 
and he hoped the defects in it would 
soon be remedied. Government had their 
attention directed to the subject. 


Mr. McCALLUM said American vessels 
coming over to the Canadiin side did 
not even report to the Custom House, 
while Canadian vessels going to the Amer- 
ican side had to pay heavy port charges. 
He would like to see the provisions respect- 
ing the examination of masters and mates 
extended to the Upper Lakes. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
“subject of heavy charges upon our vessels 
touching at American ports had been 
under the attention of the Minister of 
Marine for some time, and he could assure 
the House that the mitter would not be 
overlooked by the Government. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said the law as 
it stood was not effectively carried out, and 
the result was that the coasting trade was 
almost entirely in the hands of Americans. 
Canadian shipping interests were complete- 
ly paralyzed on Lake Huron, and Canadian 
bottoms were nearly converted into Amer- 
ican bottoms. It was important to have a 
better system of records of wrecks in the 
Lakes. He was assured that the amount 
-of shipping destroyed on Lake Huron was 
enough to build nearly a dozen Harbours 
of Refuge. Americans were getting al- 
most the entire carrying trade of the Lakes 
into their hands, and it was time a national 
policy in this respect was adopted. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said in the Maritime 
Provinces they had beat the Americans 
‘in the shipping trade, and he believed 
they could do it in the Lakes if competi- 
tion was placed on a fair basis. The mat- 
ter had been considered by the Govern. 
ment, and he believed it would be found 
when the Finance Minister brought down 
his budget that it had not been neglect- 
ed. 


The Bill was then read a second time. 
The House went into Committce on the 
Bill, Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL in the 
chair. The Bill was reported without 
amendment, and fixed for a third reading 
on Monday. 


Coasting’ 


QUEEN’S PRINTER. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD mov- 
ed the second reading of the Bill respect- 
tng the Queen’s Printer. He said it was 
merely to place the pata Printer’s du- 
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ties under the department of the Secretary 
of State.—Carried. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER moved 
the second reading of the Bill to facilitate 
the signing of Militia Commissions.—Car. 
ried, an. the third reading fixed for Mon- 
day. 


DEATH OF A MEMBER. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it devolved on him to make a very painful 
announcement. He had just received a 
telegraph of the death, at Kingston, of 
Mr. Kirkpatrick, member for Frontenac. 
To all those who had known that gentle- 
man, it would be a matter of unmitigated 
regret to hear this announcement. He, 
as well as the member for Chateauguay 
had known him personally for upwards of 
a quarter of a century, and he could say 
that if there was aman gone to his account 
with the kindly feeling and respect of his 
fellows, it was Mr. Thomas Kirkpatrick, 
A more thorough gentleman, a more hon- 
est, upright man, a more sterling friend, 
and he believed a more genuine Christian 
never departed this life. He moved that 
out of respect to his memory the House 
do now adjourn. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said _ he fully con- 
curred in the observations of the Minister 
of Justice in respect to the chiracter of 
the late Mr. Kirkpitrick, whose death he 
in common with the other members of the 
House, very deeply regretted. But 
while sympathising with the Minister 
of Justice in the _ feelings which 
must actuate him on_ this occasion, 
he could not forget his duty as a member 
of the House.. This he believed was the 
first time the House was asked to adjourn 
on an occasion of this kind, and it would 
be the establishment.of a preced: nt which 
might prove very inconvenient, and at times 
result in the suspension of the business 
of the House at a very critical period of the 
session. Such a practice is quite rare in 
England. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER referred 
to the action of the House on the death of 
the late Messrs. Terrill, Lafontaine, and 
On each of these occasions the 
House at once adjourned. 


Hon. JOHN 8S. MACDONALD pointed 
out other similar cases in wh ch the Parlia- 
ment of the late Province of Canada had 
adjourned. ; 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had not the 
same intimate acquaintance with the late 
Mr. Kirkpatrick as some other members 
had, but what little he had was of a most 
pleasant kind. It would be remem’ ered 
that when the House met in 1869, no 
fewer than four members had died during 
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recess. Ie had felt inclined at that time 
to mike a formal motion of adjournment, 
but after consultng with gentlemen on 
both sides, it was decided it was a practice 
not likely to be desirable. With refer- 
ence t the establishment of a precedent, 
he fully concurred in the remarks of the 
hon. member for Chateauguay. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said it was 1 practice 
in Nova Scotia to adjourn on the death of 
a member. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the practice of adjourning on such occa- 
sions might be settled at some future time, 
when there was no case before them; 
meantime the motion might pass. He 
would therefore move, seconded by Mr. 
Holton, that the House adjourn. 


The House adjourned at 4 20. till Mon- 
day. 


Routine 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, March 28, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour, and after the routine business, 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 


fion. Mr. RYAN said that, as he under- 
stood, the correspondence relating to the 
withdrawal of the British troops was not 
yet complete, he would withdraw his mo- 
tion for the production of such correspon- 
dence until the 13th of April. 


RED RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD enquired whether 
the Government hid received any authen- 
tic information relative to the capture, 
imprisonment and trial of certain subjects 
of the Queen belonging to the Dominion 
of Canada at Red River, and whether the 
Government has taken any, and what 
measures for their release ? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Govern- 
ment had no information whatever, ex- 
cepting that which had been laid on the 
table in the shape of correspondence on 
the North-West. As to the other part of 
the question, he begged to say that Mr. 
Riel, who was said to be the person lead- 
ing the insurgents, could not be recog- 
nized in any wiy, and no overtures could 
be made to him as to the release of the 
prisoners. He believed it was true that 
some of the prisoners had been set at lib- 
erty, and hoped that all would be set at 
liberty, without loss of life. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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L QUT HOUSES, BUOYS AND BEACONS. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELu moved the third 
reading of the Light Houses, Buoys and 
Beacons Bill. 

Hon. Messrs. RYAN and LETELLIER 
pe ST. JUST were understood to urge fur- 
ther delay in the progress of the Bill, 
until the Trinity Houses of Quebee and 
Montreal could be heard from. ‘The for- 
mer honourable member said that the ex- 
pense of the Trinity Houses had evidently 
been overstated. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that ample 
time had been given for the consideratiow 
of the Bill, and several days had been 
taken up at every stage, with intervals of 
several days between the stages. He 
showed that by the measures he proposed 
there would be a saving of about $12,000 
a year in thé administration of the service.. 
The Bill then passed. 


Business. 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the third 
reading of the Cruelty to Animals Ameond- 
ment Bill.—Carried. 


EXTRADITION ACT. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the third 
reading of the Extradition Act Amend- 
ment Bill.—Carried. 


MASTERS’ AND MATHS’ CERTIFICATES. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the third 
reading of the Masters and Mates Certi- 
ficates Bill.—Carried. 


DIVORCE BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Martin’s Relief Bill (Divorce 
Bill). 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Generak 
Parliament was the only tribunal in that 
part of the Dominion before which parties 
could come for the dissolution of the mar- 
riage bond. It had been customary to take 
the second reading of such Bills pro 
forma, and to take the evidence of the. 
petitioner and respondent in Committee. 
By this proceeding all unnecessary pub- 
licity of the particulars of cases was 
avoided. He did not know anything of — 
the case of the petitioner, nor what~par- 
ticular evidence it rested upon, but had 
merely been requested to take charge of 
the Bill. 

After some remarks from Hon,, Messrs.. 
BUREAU and LETELLIER pr ST. JUST, 
My. Richard Martin, brother of the peti: 
tioner, was called to the Bar of the House, 
to testify as to the service of papers. on 
Sophia Martin, the respondent in the case. 
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moyed that the | 


oral evidence of the petitioner at the Bar | 


be dispensed with, and that all evidence 
be taken before the Committee.—Carried. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL then moved the 
second reading of the Bill pro forma, 
which was carried on the following divi- 
sion :—Contents, 38 ; non-contents, 19. 

The Bill was then referred to a Select 
Committee. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 
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Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second- 
reading of the Secretary of State for the 
Provinces Department Bill.—Carried. 

The House then adjourned. + 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 28, 1870. 
The S-EAKER took the Chair at 3.15. 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR. 


Mr. DREW presented the report of the 
Committee on Private Bills, recommend- 
ing the Bill to enable the town of Belle- 
ville to impose harbour dues. 


HARBOURS OF REFUGE. 


- Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN brought down re- 
turns relative to the harbours of refuge of 
Jake Erie and Lake Huron. 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE CO. 


Mr. STREET directed the notice of the 
Finance Minister regarding a pulpable omis- 
sion in thereturn of the Insurance Compan- 
ies. In that return there was no mention of 
the Canada Life Assurance of Hamilton, al- 
though the necessary statements hid been 
sent in July last. His object in bringing 
up the matter publicly, was to prevent 
other offices from taking advantage of an 
omission of the Audit Office, to the preju- 
‘dice of the Company. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said enquiry 

had been made, and no trace could be 
found of the return in the Audit Office. 
Enquiry had been made of Mr. Harvey, 
who had lately left the Department under 
which such matters came, and they had 
not yet heard from him. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the return was 
printed in the Official Gazette in January 
last, so that it must have been in the pos 
session of the Audit Office in some way. 


COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR. 


Mr. SNIDER moved that the House go 
into Committee on the Bill to authorize the 
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corporation of Collingwood, in the county: 
of Grey, to levy hirbour dues. He 
explained that it was brought here, as the 
Loc | Parliamcnt had decided it had no 
jurisdiction over the matter. It wes de- 
sirable to have the question of jurisdiction 
settled. 

The House went into Committee (Mr. 
MILLS in the chair). 

The Bill was reported and fixed for the 
third reading, 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
had grave doubts as to whether this Parlia- 
ment had power to deal with the matter 
embraced in the above Bill, and thought, 


Business. 


_before the Bill was read a third time, some: 


rule should be established as to the juris- 
diction in these matters. 


Mr. SNIDER said it would be a serious 
loss to the people concerned, if this Bill 
were not passed this session. 

Hon. Mr. LeVESCONTE _ protested 
against this Bill being madea precedent. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said what was asked 
was power to make a harbour, for the ad- 
vantage of vessels coming in, and for 
power to impose toll on vessels receiving 
benefit from that advantage. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN expressed his doubts 
that this Parliament had power to confer: 
such powrs upon a corporation which was 
the creature of the Legislature of Ontario. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said that the Bill gave power to the cor- 
porati n to charge dues on vessels coming 
from or going to distant as well as neigh- 
bouring ports. There was evidently at 
present a elashing of jurisdiction. If the 
Local Government was to have charge of 
the matter, it should knowit. He did not 
think it advisable that power should be 
given to Local Parliaments to deal with 
these matters of trade, as this would bring 
thim into contact with treaties made by 
the Dominion Government. For instance, 
a vessel from Chicago might run into this 
breakwater for shelter in a storm, and 
‘would be charged harbour dues. The 
owners of this vessel might naturally com- 
plain of this charge, of which they knew 
nothing, and which was not mentioned in 
the treat es on the subject. He was glad 
the Minister of Justice was going to give 
the matter his attention, and hoped it 
would be settled immediately. 

The Bill wis fixed for the third reading 
on Wednesday. 


DETROIT RIVER TRANSIT COMPANY. 


‘Hon. Mr. CARLING moved the House 
into Committee on the Bill to incorporate 
the Detroit River ‘ransit Company, and 
explained that the Bill had been amended 
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so as to give the Company only power to 
construct a tunnel under the Detroit 
River. 

The Bill was reported, and fixed fora 
third reading. 


GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING moved the second 
reading of the Bill to amend the Acts of 
Incorporation of the Great Western Rail- 
way Company. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) raised a point 
of order. The notice published in the 
Gazette was to the effect that power would 
be asked to change the gauge on the 
branch lines only, but the Bill as now 
amended by committee asked for power to 
change the gauge on the main line. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the point of 
order was well founded, and referred to a 
similar case. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said in the case referred 
to, the Bill was amended by cummittee so 
as to chinge the entire scope of the mea- 
‘sure, as advert sed in the Gazette. In this 
ease, he thought the notice in effect cov- 
ered the Bill as amended, for if power 
were given to change the giuge of the 
branches only, it would be useless unless 
made to apply to the main line also. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN argued that the Bill 
did not affect any particular third persons, 
but only the public generally, and thit 
the very fact that the Company asked for 
power to change the gauge of their 
branches, was a devlaration to the public, 
that they considered they already had the 
right to narrow the gauge of their main 
dine, and would do it. 


Mr. SHANLY thought the argument of 
the member for Brome wis correct. When 
the Bill was before the Railway Committee 
no one appeared to object to the Bill. 
The change of the gauge of the branches 
mplied the change of the main line. 
The branches went to more of the peoples 
doors than the main line did. The Great 
Western had made a step in the right di- 
rect on, and he did not think the House 
should stand on a mere point of order, 
The sooner the remiining lines in the 
country followed the example of the Great 
Western in this change of gauge the 
better (hear, hear). 

Mr. CAMERON referred to former cases 
im which similar points of order had been 
raised and maintained. 

Mr. OLIVER objected to the Bill. If 
the people of this section of the country 
had known the extent of the proposed 
change, many petitions would have been 
sent in to oppose it. 


Hon. Mr. Carling. 


\ 
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The SPEAKER ruled that the Bill be 
referred back to the Committee on Stand- 
ing Orders, which is to decide as to 
whether the notice given was sufficient to 
cover the changes now proposed by the 
Bill, and referred to a ruling of Mr. Speak- 
er Walbridge, in support of this decision. 


Business. 


MONTREAL AND CHAMPLAIN JUNCTION 
RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN (in the absence of 
Mr. Scriver) moved the second reading of 
the Bill to incorporate the Montreal and 
Chimplain Junction Railway Company— 
Carried. 


ST. FRANCIS AND MEGANTIC RAILWAY 
COMPANY. 


On motion of Mr. POPE the Bill to im- 
corporate the St. Francis and Megantie 
International Railway Company was read 
a second time. 


FOG {WHISTLE. 


Mr. WALLACE asked whether it was 
the intention of the Government to place 
in the estimates for the year, a sum suffi- 
cient for the construction of a steam fog 
whistle at Cape Enragé on the northern 
coast of the Bay of Fundy. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD gaid it 
was not the intention of the Government 
to doso this year, but hoped next year his 
hon. friend would be more successful. 


PILOTAGE. 


Mr. FORTIN asked whether it was 
the intention of the Government 
during this session to introduce a 
measure during the session to assimilate 
the laws relating to pilotage in all the sea 
ports of Canada, with a view to the adop- 
tion in all the said ports of uniform ex- . 
emption from compulsory pilotage for all 
vessils of Canada, of or under 125 tons 
burden, thus putting the vessels of the 
Dominion frequenting the different ports of 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick on an equal footing, as regards 
the suid exemption, with those frequent- 
ing the Port of Quebec. 

Hion. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the matter was under the consideration 
of the Government. 


OTTAWA RIVER IMPROVEMENT. 


Mr, WRIGHT (Ottawa) moved, seconded 
by Mr. Shanly, 

“That the petition of Michael McBean and 
others, praying that the House will take such 
measures, as to cause the obstructions of the 
navigation of the Ottawa River to he removed, 
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and an uninterrupted line to the full capacity of; ency. 


the leading channel, and the supply of water 
from the summit level opened throughout, with 
all other petitions on the same snbject, bo referr- 
ed to a select committee, composed of Hon. Sir A, 
T. Galt, Hons. Holton, Dr. Tupper, Connell, 
_ Blanchett and McGreevy, and Messers. Mc.~ 
Kénzie, Young, Bodwell, Oliver, Hurdon, Roy, 
Ryan, (Kings N. B.,) Ryan (Montreal,) Work- 
man, Currier, Grant, Hagar, Holmes, Lapum, 
McDonald, (Middlesex,) Burton, Masson, 
(Terrebonne,) Dufresne, Pope, Heath, Shanly, 
Godin, Simpson, and Jones, (Leeds & Gren- 
ville,) to report thereon, with power to send for 
persons, papers and records.” 


Mr. WRIGHT said that in placing this 
motion before the House he trusted that 
it would take into consideration the cir- 
cumstances attending it. The magnitude 
of the interests at stake, their importance, 
in his opinion, to the best interests of the 
Dominion, the gigantic nature of the en- 
terprise, the sense of his own incompeten- 
cy, all induced him to ask of the House 
that indulgence which had always been 
accorded him. A great French philoso- 
phical writer tells us that every country, 
every territory, necessarily represents an 
idea. He says: ‘‘Show me the map ofa 
eountry, its configuration, its natural pro- 
ductions, its botany, its geology, its cli- 
mate, its winds, its waters, and its phy- 
sical geography, and I pledge myself to tell 
you what men will inhabit that country, 
and what place that country will occupy in 
history.’ <A great soldier, the victor of 
Arcola and Marengo, a man who could not 
be accused of having been lost in philoso- 
phical reveries, in rendering an account 
to posterity of his real or simulated de- 
signs on that Italy which must have been 
dear to him for more reasons-than one, 
commences by giving a description of the 
Italian territory, from which he deduces 
the past history of that country, and 
traces the only reasonable plan for its 
future glory and prosperity. He knew of 
few pages of history more beautiful than 
that. At the present time, when, so far 
as we can judge, the organization of the 
_ British Empire in North America nearly 
reaches its completion, at a time when 
the great scheme of Confederation must 
produce its natural and legitimate results, 
or must end in disastrous failure, it may 
be well forthe representative men of 
British North America to pause for a mo- 
- ment and inquire what idea their country 
is likely to represent—what men will pro- 
_ bably hold dominion over it, and what 

place it will occupy in history; whether it 
will be maintained by a bold and _ hardy 
British race, cherishing the traditions of 
the Motherland, and holding her institu- 
tions as a sacred heritage, or whether the 
Republican ideas which prevail on the 
other side of the line will obtain ascend- 
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He was aware that there werea few 
indiyiduals—and-he was happy to believe 
that the class was a comparatively smal} 
one—who held that a great problem yet 
remained to be solved. The problem 
arose as to whether, after we have obtain- 
ed this great territory, we are prepared to 
utilize and defend it; but he believed 
that if the statesmen on both sides of the 
House should manifest the same patriot- 
ism, and the same boldness and energy 
in the future which they have donein the 
past, the solution of the problem would 
not be of a difficult character. He was 
satistied that ifthe bold policy foresha- 
dowed during the last session in the speech 
of the then hon. Minister of Finance 
should be carried into effect ; a policy of 
canals and railroads—a policy which 
would improve our internal communica- 
tion; a policy which would induce immigra- 
tion; a policy which would prevent the exo- 
dus of our own people, and give labour and 
home to the starving population of Europe; 
a policy which will cheapen breadstuffs in 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, and 
afford a market for the surplus products of 
these Provinces within the area of the 
Dominion. A policy which would fill up 
the vacant land of the great West, and 
give a back bone to the country ; a policy 
which would make of Montreal and Que— 
bec great centres of commerce. <A 


improvement 


! policy which will strengthen the wants of 


our people, and make them self reliant, 
and not teach them to shiver and shake at 
every chill word that blows from Washing- 
ton. He was satisfied that if a policy like 
that should be initiated; the solution of 
the problem of the future could not be of 
a difficult character. But on the other 
hand, if such a policy be not initiated, he 
believed that the future would be dark 
and doubtful. Look, sir, at the map of 
our country. On one side our shores are 
washed by the Atlantic: on the other we 
trust that soon the Pacific will form our 
boundary. We had aterritory almost as 
large as that of Europe; we had almost 
every variety of soil; we had a climate 
favourable to all the conditions of health, 
and the development of vigorous man- 
hood; we had a vast forest which would 
furnish an almost inexhaustible supply of 
valuable timber; we had great mineral 
treasures; we were a people descended 
from the great European races, which had 
ever been foremost in the march of civili- 
zation and progress; we had_ great 
inland seas, great rivers, which only 
required improvement, in. yOrder 
to carry the blessings of civilization 
and commerce throughout the 
whole length and breadth of our land; we 
had the theatre prepared, let us see whe- 
ther the actors of the present day were 
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prepared to play their parts boldly m the 
drama of the future, and here he would 
ask the members of the House to discard 
all local and sectional prejudices, and look 
at these matters from a Dominion point of 
view. Every member of the House, every 
man in this country, must be satisfied that 
after hiving once put our hands to the 
plough it was impossible to look back. 
Humanity and civilization never recoil. 
After having obtained this great eountry it 
was absolutely necessary that we should 
be prepared to utilize and develope it. 
And how can we utilize it? Only by filling 
up this vast territory with a happy, con- 
tented, and industrious population. We 
could only utilize it by affording to al) its 
inhabitants the means of easy communi- 
cation, or we can defend it by precisely 
the same means by which we develope its 
resources, and promote its natural advan- 
tages. ‘The statesmen of the present day 
had a great mission before them; to fuse 
all the divers elements of our people into 
one great whole, and to develope amongst 
them the ideas of the useful, the great, 
the good, the beautiful, and the true. 
Among the projects which commend them- 
selves to the attention of this House, there 
are some which are worthy of especial 
mention. There is the scheme for the 
construction of the Bay Verte Canal, which 
is Of great importance not only to the peo- 
ple of Nova Scotia but also to the New 
Dominion. There is also the project for 
the improvement of the St. John River in 
New Brunswick; also the scheme for the 
improvement of thé navigation of the river 
Ottawa, so that vessels either for peace or 
war might pass from Montreal to Lake 
Huron. Then there is the scheme for the 
construction of a railroad to the Red River, 
and ultimately to the Pacific. Those are 
gigantic projects, but to his mind they are 
essential not only to the welfare but to 
the existence of the Dominion. The pro- 
ject for the improvement of the navigition 
of the River Ottawa had for many years 
engaged the attention of many of our 
most eminent and practical statesmen. 1t 
has been deemed of the utmost impor- 
tance, from a political point of view. This 
route was for many years, and within his 
own recollection, the only one to the greit 
North West. In the year 1615, Samuel 
Champlain first ascended the Ottawa River, 
and made his way to the shores of Lake 
Huron. He was followed by La Sille and 


Ottawa River 


many other adventurers, and that for. 


many years was the only route to the North 
West. Every day some relic of the past 
makes its appearance; now a rapier once 
probably worn by some gulant Norman or 
Breton gentleman is found on a lonely 
portage ; now some weapon of the chase 
ar utensil of cookery is found on the track 
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of the ancient voyagers. Suffice it to say 
that it is by this route, first discovered by 
Champlin in 1615, that it is proposcd to 
improve the route to Lake Huron, 
had said thit this project had engaged the 
attention of many of our most eminent 
and practical statesmen. He heard the 
Minister of Justice advocate this great 
work as one of the greatest national im- 
portance. He had heard the Hon. Minis- 
ter of Militia make a most eloquent speech 
in favour of opening up this route first dis- 
covered by his greit countryman Cham- 
plain. He believed that the hon. member 
for Chateauguay was the first as President 
of the Montreal Board of Trade to draw up 
and present to His Excellency Sir Edmund 
Head, a petition praying for the im- 
provement of this navigation, and he 
was aware that the hon. member for 
Lambton, with that breadth of new and 
thorough British spirit which always 
commended him to the leader of the 
House, notwithstanding the difference of 
their political opinions, was an earnest ad- 
vocate of this route as soon as the state of 
the finances would permit it. And so on 
with many members of this House. It 
will be in the recollection of many mem- 
bers that in 1863 a deputation from the 
Board of Trade of Chicago visited Quebec 
to press upon the Government of the day 
the necessity of improving this navigation 
and constructing this great work as af- 
fording the shortest and easiest outlet for 
the products of the teeming West. Many 
members of the House would recollect a 
visit pad by many members to the waters 
of the Upper Ottawa. Our glorious river 
put on her gayest apparel as to welcome 
her distinguished visitors. At every puint 
the bone and sinew of the country had 
welcomed them with that hospitality which 
is eminently characteristic of the Ottawa 
people. The hardy raftsmen’ gave us a 
cheer as we passed them by, and the pto- 
neer of civilization in his lonely hut in the 
wilderness fired his solitary shot in honour 
of the representatives of the people. Our 
guests were from the East and from the 
West, representing all the divers shades 
of Canadian politics, and they were unani- 
mously of opinion that it was the duty of 
the Government to open up that great 
commercial and military highway. He 
had said that this work is of the greatest. 
importance from a political, commercial 
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and military point of view. Politically it — 


is of great importance that immigrants 
should be attracted to our shores, and that 
can only be done by affording them labour 
anda home. Politically it is of the great- 
est importance that all our own inhabitants 
should hive the means of easy communica- 
tion. Commercially it is of the greatest 
importence that the shortest and easiest 
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route for the produce of the Great West | forty-nine miles, falling into Lake Huron 


to reach the sea-board should at once be 
opened up, and in a military point of view, 
it is of the utmost importance that this in- 
terior line should be utilized, inasmuch as 
in the event of a difficulty with the United 
States, that of the St. Lawrence would be 
closed. He would ask them to recollect the 
solemn warning of thit eminent English 
soldier, Sir John Mitchell, that ifwe wished 
to be able to defend our country, it was 
absolutely essential that. we shonld open 
up this great and internal line of cummu- 
nication. 

The Ottawa River is a stream seven hun- 
dred aid eighty miles in length, draining a 
country of 89,000 square miles, or one- 
fourth of the area of the late Province of 
Canada. Its course for three hundred and 
five miles above Montreal, is nearly due 
West, and a straight line drawn from that 
eity to the Straits of Mackinac, connect- 
ing Lakes Michigan and Huron, would pass 
along it for that distance. 

At this point the main river turns 
sharply to the Northward, but the direct 
course’ to Lake Huron is continued by a 
tributary which joins it from the Westward 
—the Matawan. This stream is forty and 
one-half miles in length, drains an area of 
nine hundred and fifty square miles, has its 
source in a deep lake’on the summit of the 
water shed between the St. Lawrence and 
Ottawa River systems, three miles from 
Lake Nippissingue, whose effluent—the 
French River—passes into Lake Huron. 

The dividing ridge is nowhere more than 
ten feet above the level of Trout Lake 
(the head of the Matawan), and not over 
thirty feet above Lake Nipp ssingue. This 
lake stands six hundred and th rty-two feet 
above the level of tidal water; it is the 
second of two sheets of water which re- 
ceive the drainage of an area of nine thou- 
sand square miles, the first known as Lake 
Tamangamingue, lies to the Northward, at 
@ considerable elevation above Lake Nip- 
pissingue ; it has an area of six hundred 
and fifty squire miles, and is connected 
with the latter Lake by Sturgeon River. 
It has never been properly surveyed or ex- 
plored. although it hes in the midst of a 
rich country in minerals and natural pro- 
ducts, at present practically inaccessible. 
The Atlantic and Pacific Railw:y must pass 
close to its Eastern shores, between it and 
the Ottawa; it is believed to send one ef 
fluent to that River, and the other to Lake 
Huron. 

Lake Nipissingue is sixty miles in its 
greatest length, and /wenty in its greatest 
Width. The French River lewes it (thirty- 
one miles from its eastern end and thirty- 
four from Trout Lake), at its South- 
Western extremity; it his a course of 


was important from a commercial and mi- 
litary point of view, he trusted that we 
should have no difficulty with the people 


four hundred and thirty miles West of 
Montreal, two hundred and seventy from 
the Straits of Mackinac, which connects 
thit Lake and Lake M.chigan, and five 
hundred miles from Chicago, thus making 
the distance between Montreal and that 
port nine hundred and thirty miles. By way 
of the St. Lawrence and Lakes the distance 
between these ports is thirteen hundred and 
forty-eight miles being four hundred and 
eighteen miles .n favour of the Ottawa route. 

He said that the opening up of this route 


of the United States, and that our only 
rivalry might be that of civilization and 
progress. He could have no prejudice 
against the people, for his grandfather was 
born almost under the shadow of Bunker’s 
Hill. He |.ked their institutions, and he 
believed that next to our owh, they were 
calculated to produce the end of all geod 
government, the greatest possible good to 
the greatest number. We had many Amer- 
icans In our midst, and they were among 
the foremost in all our industrial, chari- 
table, and social projects. What he particu- 
larly liked in the Americans was their ener- 
gy and enterprize, and their wise encourage- 
ment of all gre it public undertakings, In 
the great struggle between the North and 
the South he had heartily sympathised 
with the North. To his mind the struggle 
was one between light and darkness—civi- 
lization and slavery. He had admired the 
pluck, the daring, and the gallantry of 
the South, but it had exhausted its idea 
and was forced to succumb. The dice 
were loaded in faviur of civilization, 
progress, and humanity. It was not in 
the nature of things that Bois Gilbert, al- 
though he was the best lance of the Tem- 
ple, could ever have conquered Wilfred 
of Ivanhoe. That terrible struggle was now 
over. Side by side Federal and Confed- 
erate lie together on many a bloody battle 
field. 


These in the robings of glory, 
Those in the gloom of defeat, 
Both with the battle blood gory 
In the dusk of eternity meet. 
Under the sod and the dew, 
Waiting the judgment day ; 
Under the laurel the blue, 
Under the willow the gray. 


He trusted that the armies of England 
and the United States would never be 
drawn up in battle line against each other, 
but .f thit emergency should arise, he trust- 
ed that the Englishmen, Irishmen, Scotch- 
men, Frenchmen and Americans of Can- 
ada would not disgrace their noble ances- 
try. He heartily sympathised with the 
sentiment which had fallen from the lips 
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of the hon. Minister of Finance the other 


night ; 
mother land and her Colonies might never 
cease, 
advantages to both. He trusted that the 
(od Terminus would never withdraw from 
the boundaries of the British Empire, as a 
sign that the hour of its decadence was at 
hand. He hoped that the British flag 
would always be our nation’semblem. But 
if at some future time the British Empire 
should fling away the Colonies; if in the 
darkness of some night the glorious Stand- 
ard should go down, he hoped thit when 
the morrow came it would not be the stars 
and stripes we should see waving in its 
stead. He hoped there would be energy, 
spirit and manliness enough in the Cana- 
dian people to fling the banner of Canadian 
nationality to the breeze. 

Mr. SHANLY said he trusted no objec- 
tion would be made to granting the Com- 
mittee asked for by his hon. friend from 
Ottawa County. He trusted that the 
House would continue to discuss and to 


investigate this question, session after ses-. 


sion, w.th a view to obtaining all possible 
information on the subject of the naviga- 
tion of the Ottawa. The labours of the 
Special Committee, properly directed, 
would serve to collate and to record such 
information, and the Committee itself 
being composed of members brought to- 
gether from the furthest parts of the sev- 
eral Provinces, many hon. members of this 
* House would thus have an opportunity of 
learning much that they cannot now be 
expected to know of the capacity and 
value of the great river that waters the 
heart of the Dominion. It was not to be 
expected that the Government could, all 
at once, undertake so vast a project as the 
opening up of a continuous navigation 
from Montreal to Lake Huron by way of 
the Ottawa and Lake Nipissing ; but he 
did think that the improvement of the 
navigation from Montreal to the Capital 
should engage the early and earnest atten- 
tion of the Government. There was al- 
ready a trade upon that part of the river 
that was suffering to the.extent of mill.ons 
of dollars every year for want of proper 
facilit.es of transport. He alluded to the 
sawed lumber trade. He trusted that the 
Government would come down with a 
scheme for improving this portion of the 
navigation immediately. It would not do 
merely to enlarge the lesser of the now 
existing locks to the dimensions of the 
larger, but he thought that whenever a 
new lock had to be constructed, or an old 
one enlarged, the work should be done 
with a view to making each new lock of 
such dimensions and depth as ultimately 
to form part of a complete and uniform 
system of navigation adapted to the great- 


Mr. Wright. 


that the connection between the’ 


a connection fraught with such. 
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est available capacity of the Ottawa and 
other waters in the chain from Montreat 
to Lake Huron. Asa practical engineer 
he would suggest that if but one new lock 
were to be constructed each year it should 
be of the full dimensions, which the evi- 
dence to be adduced before the Committee 
would show to be the extreme limit to 
which the natural capacity of the waters is 
susceptible of improvement. Thelxbours 
of the Committee should be particularly 
directed to ascertaining from those who 
are thoroughly acquainted with the river, 
what depth of water may safely be calcu- 
lated on as obtainable for a through navi- 
gation. He had not changed the views he 
himself held on the subject, and which 
were embodied in a report printed by or- 
der of the House of Assembly of-Canada 
twelve years ago. He admitted that some 
two or three years since he had seen lower 
water in- the Ottawa than he had calcu- 
lated on when he made h:s surveys in 1856 
and 1857; but still he believed thit ten 
feet of water was obtainable throughout. 
fiis hon. friend the Minister of Justice 
asked ‘‘ How about the climate in the 
region of Lake Nipissing?” There is 
no doubt that the region isa cold one, 
and that the season of navigation would 
be somewhat shorter by that route than 
by the Lakes and the Welland Canal, but 
he believed that the difference would be 


more than neutralized by the advantage: 


of distince in favour of the Ottawa route, 
which would be, as between Lake Michi- 


gan and Montreal, some 360 miles shorter 


than the Lake route. In his published 
report on this subject, he estimated that 
the Ottawa season would average twenty 
days less than the Lake season; but he 
also stated his belief that, owing to the 
shorter distance, vessels using the former 


would do as much work—make at least as _ 


many trips—in the shorter season as they 
could do by the Lake route in the longer 
season. He advocated a ten feet naviga- 
tion. He did not think that a greater 
depth was wanted in any part of our 
Canil system except the Welland. It 
was simply seeking for an impossibility to 


suppose that the great trade of the Upper 
Lakes, save in exceptional instances, would — 


ever pass to the ocean without tranship- 

ment somewhere. He felt sure thot even 
if only for economic reasons, transhipment 
would take place, and he felt sure that a 
continuous ten feet navigation by way of 
the Ottawa would bring an immense car- 
rying trade to Canada. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Was not twelve feet 
the maximum depth mentioned in your 
report? 

Mr. SHANLY—No; ten feet. Mr. 
Clarke, who made a subsequent explora- 
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tion of the route, reported in favour of 
twilve feet ; but he (Mr. Shanly) held that 
ten feet was as great a depth as could be 
obta ned within any reasonable limits of 


outlay. 


Dr. GRANT said at present when the 
whole subject of canal enlargement and 
extension is occupying the attention of 
public men in all parts of the Dominion 


with the well known object of affording | 


increased facilities for trade and com- 


merce, it appeared to him a somewhat op.- | 


portune time to introduce again the sub- 
ject of the Ottawa Ship Canal. On various 

ecasions this subject has drawn together 
the spirited public men in several large 
cities, in order to afford an opportunity 
for freedom of discussion on every particu- 
lar connected with this project, for the 
reason that it was one of general interest 
to the entire Dominion. It was not sec- 
tional in character, inasmuch as it con- 
cerned the trade of the Hast and West as 
well as central Canada. On more thanone 
occasion he had been gratified and pleased 
by the manly and philanthrophic spirit 
that actuated the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton, in the advocacy of public questions on 
sound and solid principles,and not with any 
such party spirit as would be antagonistic 
to the general welfare of the Dominion. 
Of such we had ample evidence last Ses- 
sion in the discussion on the North West 
Territory, and during the present Session, 
on the subject of Harbours of Refuge, and 
now he felt satisfied that he, asa recog- 
nized leader of the Reformers of Ontario, 
wvuld also give this House the benelit of 
his judgment on a subject of such vital im- 
portance, as the Ottawa Ship Canal. This 
canal according to the survey of the hon. 
member for Grenville in 1856-7, and that 
by T. C. Clark, C. E., in 1858 and ’59, 
should extent from the mouths of French 
River on the Georgian Bay by way 
of Lake Nipissingue and the Matawan 
and Ottawa Rivers to Montreal, being the 
most eligible route that could be adopt- 
ed, between these points. In placing 
this question before the country, the sali- 
ent points cannot be too frequently touch- 
ed upon, ard, therefore, he would only 
tabulate the distance between the fur- 
_ thest west lake port, ‘Chicago,’’ and 
the seaport ; Montreal :— 


Ist. Via Welland Route. 


Lake Navigation ........5... 1145 miles 
River Gate £2.04 Doi) te 132. do. 
Canal CLOWIGAEIY Oi) aay 71 do 
Total distance from Chicago 

to Montreal............. 1348 do. 
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2nd. Ottawa Route. 


Inke Navigation, including 

Wippicsing ser 575 miles, 
River er eS te a 347 do. 
Canal 10 ya eh ois, cA 58 do. 
Total distance from Chicago to 

WEOUILOAR al oi By oe ou. 890 do. 
Difference in favour of the 

Ottawaroute’........... 368. do: 


ord. The Hrie Canal Route. 


Lake Navigation, Chicago to 


ears ABN A RR ip ae RAS RI, 1000 do 
| Canal, Buffalo to Troy ...:... 850 do 
River, Troy to New York .... 150 do. 
Total distance, Chicago to New 

APE t= geen ie RAT AeA ety 1500 do. 
Chicago to Montreal, vid the 

CLA LN alas Sa eee 980 do 
Difference of distance in fa- 

vour of. Montreal, 5.4 520. do. 


Transatlantic differences also compare fa.- 
vourably. 
New York to Liverpool. ..... 2980 
Montreal to Liverpool....... 
Quebec to Liverpool ........ 
Difference in favour of Mon. 
US er AN BUON SNR 2 et ali 
Do. do. Quebec 
Chicago to Liverpool via Lake 
Erie and New York..... 4480 
Do. do. via Ottawa, 
Gulf of St. Lawrence. 3720 do. 
Difference in favour of Otta- 
wa and Gulf route...... 760 do. 
By tabulating the distances, we can form: 
a moderately correct idea of the various 
benetits likely to ensue from the opening 
up of the proposed inland communication 
between the great lakes of the West, and 
the Atlantic seaboard. To the most ordi- 
nary observer it must be evident that as a 
starting point in the process of argument, 
there must beaconsiderable saving of time. 
By the Ottawa route it has been est.mat- 
ed that grain could be carried from the 
ports on Lake Michigan and delivered in 
Montreal, two days sooner than by’ the 
Welland route, or any other way that could 
be constructed, and in about eight days: 
less time than is required to deliver & 
cargo in New York harbour, loaded in Chi- 
cago or Milwaukee. In consequence of 
such a saying of time, there would be & 
considerable saving of expense. Merchants 
from either Montreil or Quebee buying 
grain at Chicago or Milwaukee could save 
about four cents per bushel on freight 
charges, after paying tolls, compared with 
what it costs to bring grain round by the 
Welland Canal; again the grain shipped 
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to New York from Chicago and Milwaukee 
via Lake Evie and the Hudson, costs ac- 
cording to the average of the last eight 
years 27 cents per bushel; whereas to eith- 
er Montreal or Quebec, via the Ottiwa 
Canal, the estimited cost would not be 
more than 15 cents to the former, and I8 
cents to the litter per bushel. In the 
matter of insurance alone, it is estimated 
that the Ottiwa route would reduce the 
existing rates of insurance about 50 per 
cent, owing to the very importwnt fact, 
th it the length of dangerous lake naviga- 
tion from Chicago to French River is only 
550 miles; that by the Wellind being 
1145 miles, afd on the New York route 
about 1U00 miles. A route possessing the 
two important advantages of siving, in 
time and money, could have no stronger 
facts to substantiate the desirability of 
energetic and combined action, in order 
to arrive at something definite on this 
subject, of such commercialimportance to 
all interested in the great’ grain trade of 
this continent. Independent of the grain 


trade in which the traders Hast 
and West must be concerned, the 
construct on of this work would 


develop still further the immense lumber 
resources and manufacturing power of the 
Ottawa region. The value of every des- 
cription of lumber would be increased 
from the fact that the expense of export 
would be considerably lessened and the 
pork and flour nece;ssary for bush opera- 
tions could be obt ined much more readily, 
and consequently at a less rate. From 
the various circumstances adduced there 
is ample evidence to convince the people 
of this Dom.nion thit this great work must 
not be viewed as either of a purely sec- 
tional. or local character, but asa great 
national undertaking worthy of the progres- 
sive age in whi+h we live, and alike inter 
esting to the British public as well as the 
-people of this country, both depending in 
a great measure on one and the same 
market for thir breadstuffs. Once the 
Ottawa Canal is an accomplishel work the 
varied interests arising out of the incre ised 
commerciil relations, wuld doubtless 
tend to promote a friendly feeling, and 
such as might stimulate a desire for more 
extended reciprocil action in trade gen- 
erally. The subject of the Ottawa Ship 
Canal his on more than one occasion 
drawn forth considerable wirmth of ex- 
pression from leading statesmen. Lord 
Monck regretted not seeing this canal 
commenced during his Administration, and 
Sir John Mitchell wis quit: enthusiastic on 
this same point. When administering the 
affairs of this country he ailuded to it in 
strong terms to the then Secretary for the 
Colonies. The effect of the trade arising 
out of th’s route would be greatly benefi- 
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cial to the various ports along the line, and 
| would at the same time give a ‘“ back” 
to the country such as it requires, with 
| its present long and exposed fron- 
| tier. The various Maritime Provinces 
-wouldthus be in_ direct communi- 
| cation with Chicago and could inter- 
| change their fish at the highest price, hay- 
ing access to the best market, and receive 
wheat and flour at a lower rate than at 
present. Fora time the sparsely settled 
condition of the great grain growing coun- 
try of the west, called for no urgent action, 
as to the opening up of increased avenues 
of trade between the Atlantic sea board 
and those western sections. Within the last 
few years western emigration has increased 
so rapidly and the rich fields have been 
made so productive, that the construction 
of new outlets of trade has become a matter 
ofabsolute necessity. So great an undertak- 
ing, involving, as it must, the expenditure 
of a considerable amount, can only be ac- 
complished by joint and co-operative 
action, and in that way he hoped to see 
this project of such vital importance soon 
undertakten with the requisite zeal and 
energy. Nature has given this country 
the facility for being the carriers, in a 
great mesure, of the products of the far 
west. The canals of the country have not, 
so far, been a paying speculation, 
owing to a want of completeness in the en- 
tire canal scheme. So far, our Canadian 
canals are not used to anything like their 
full capicity, except the Grenville and 
Carillon Cinal. In order to make this 
portion of our public works in anyway 
remunerative in proportion to the expense 
of construction, we require a further ex- 
tension of the system to Lake Champlain. 
In 1846, Mr. Mills, an eminent engineer, 
strongly advised the commencement of 
this work, and in his report to the Govern- 
ment siid, that the importince of the 
work could not be over estimated. Its 
construction would attract through the 
Welland and St. Lawrence canals an im- 
mense traftic that now finds its way from 
Buffalo, through the Erie Canal, to Boston 
and New York. Vessels from Chicago 
would go direct to Burlington and White- 
hall. Were this canal in operation this 
Dominion would benefit by the passage 
through it of a vast trade that n w takes 
an (ntirely different route. In 1848 this 
canal was recommended by the Hon. Mr. 
Merritt, and in 1851 by Mr. Killaly. The 
levelopment of the trade of the Ottawa is 
intimately connected with the construction 
of this c inal, and in fact this work, in con- 
junction with the improvement of the 
nivigit on to Ottawa city, is the initiatory 
step to the construction in toto of the Ot- 
tawa Canal to Georgian Bay. Owing tothe 
varied demands on the Government at the 
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very commencement of Dominion organi- 
zation, the representatives of the Ottawa 
section do not desire to be too exacting, 
and until such time as the resources of the 
country would permit of the constructing 
of the Ottawa Canal, we would gladly accept 
continuous railway communication to the 
Upper Ottawa, by a liberal land grant, 
in conjunction with proved water com- 
munication between Ottawa City and the 
great centres to which the staple products 
of this entire section are shipped. It has 
been estimated that the saving to this 
country would be one dollar per thousand 
feet by the Caughnawaga Canal alone, 
amounting on the yearly export of 320, 
000,000 feet to $320,000, and besides tim- 
ber now considered valueless could thus 
be disposed of at paying prices. The Hon. 
Premier adyerted a few days ago to theap- 
pointment of a commission to report on 
the canals and canal requirements of the 
Dominion. On this pomt ‘he perfectly 
agreed with the hon. member for Grenville, 
that such is unnecessary inasmuch as it 
would involve a large amount of money and 
eyen then subserve no particular object, 
beyond what could be accomplished by 
the Government themselves through the 
Department of Public Works. Certain 
works would have to be undertaken short- 
ly ,and once the natural capacity of the 
St. Lawrence was thoroughly known the 
artificial capacity of the canals would readi- 
ly bedetermined. The fact of prosperity 
attending the efforts of the public men of 
a country should only be an incitement 
to increased exertion in order to develop 
still further trade and commerce,and thus 
enable us to utilize to the full capacity 


‘some of the canals we have, and construct 


such public works as the growing necessi- 
ties of the country absolutely demand. 


Mr. YOUNG (South Waterloo) said that 
whenever the question came up for discus- 
sion he would support any practicable 
scheme for improving the connection be- 
tween the Upper Lakes and the ocean. 
He was inclined to believe that the Ottawa 
route would prove the most desirable; but 
he would ask the hon. member for Gren- 
ville if a statement made in the Ontario 
Legislature, to the effect that it would be 
impossible to get depth sufficient for a 
Ship Canal, by way of the Ottawa, were 
true? 


Mr. SHANLY said that, as already 
stated, he considered ten feet as much as 
could be hoped for. Mr. Clarke, whose 
survey was made under the Board of 
Works, some three years subsequent to 
his (Mr. Shanly’s) survey, took a much 
more sanguine view, and reported that 
twelve feet could be attained throughout 
foramuch less outlay than he (Mr, Shanly) 
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had estimated as the cost of ten feet. He 
adhered to his original cpinion that ten 
feet was the outside limit, of capacity as to 
the depth of the Ottawa, Mattawan and 
French River waters. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—That 
depth as the Welland? 


Mr. SHANLY—The same depth as the 
Welland now is. He was satisfied. that 
none of our Canals, except the Welland, - 
need have more than ten feet of water. 
Transhipment, as he had before observed, 
would take place at some point between 
lake navigation and the port of shipment 
into ocean vessels. There were good rea- 
sons in favour of transhipment. In the 
first place the grain benefits by being 
passed through elevators after a long lake 
voyage. Then the cost of carrying in river 
and canal would be much lower by barges 
than by propellors. The same engine re- 
quired to bring a propellor safely through 
the storms of the great lakes would, put 
into a small tug-boat, be sufficient to 
move the cargoes of half a dozen pro- 
pellors on river and canal. Seeing what 
had been doing on the St. Lawrence of 
late years he had come to the conclusion 
that the carrying trade of the river, in so 
far as grain.was concerned, had gone irre- 
vocably into barges; and he believed that 
were the Ottawa navigation completed 
throughout, the rule would be tranship- 
ment from propellors and schooners into 
barges at the mouth of the French river, 
They might call the navigation a ‘Ship 
Canal,’’ or by any other high sounding 
name they liked—what he recommended 
was: locks 250 feet long, 50 feet wide, 
with ten feet’depth of water. Such a 
navigation would give them all they need 


is the same 


| desire—the command of the carrying trade 


of the lakes. 


Mr. A. P. McDONALD said, the Govern- 
ment had stated the other day, that 1t was 
their intention to appoint a Commission te 
give judgment on this question. He was 
opposed to a Gommission, as there were 
practical men in the Department who could 
give as good an opinion as any men whom 
they could appoint, and Mr. Page could 
give them as much information on the sub- 
ject as any man in Canada. As to the re- 
port being brought before the House next 
Session, he ‘would only» say, with 
regard to the Welland Canal, which 
ought to be attended to at once, 
that no work could be done except dur- 
ing the winter, and if they delayed it would 
be ten or twelve years before the improve- 
ments could be carried out, as they could. 
not expend more during the season than 
from $200,000 to $300,000. The necessary 
work should begin at once, and it would 
find employment for a large number of 


739 Oltawa River 
people who had every winter to le:ve the 
country to look for work, and although 
the expense would be rather heavy, yet 
by the enlargement they could secure such 
a portion of the great American trade as 
would yield a revenue, and the enlarge- 
ment would cost nothing additional for at- 
tendance. At the present moment the 
Americans were expending $700,000 in 
constructing a canal at St. Chire to secure 
the trade of the West, and would manage 
to do so before we were ready. ‘The Min- 
ister of Justice said they were holding 
back from this improvement as a return 
which could be made for Reciprozity. He 
had considerable acquaintance among the 
Americans, and leading men among them 
had said to him, that the free list was so 
extensive that it covered all that they had 
to send and so they had no need to give 
Reciprocity. Ifthat were reduced then there 
would be some ground for an agreement. 
As to a Ship Canal on the Ottawa he differ- 
ed from the members for Grenville and 
for the County of Ottawa. It was impos- 
sible, he believed, to get ten feet without 
an enormous expenditure. To ten 
feat he believed would cost not less than 
$30,000,000. He thought they could get 
8 fect, which would give them » practicable 
route which niture pointed out as the 
course of the trade of the west, and if the 
Government did their duty they could 
have the work completed in ten years. 
Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick held large quantities of unem- 
ployed linds, and he thought the Guvern- 
ment here could arrange with them for 
the benefit of all, to obtain thirty million 
acres with which to build the’canal. The 
Sault St. Marie Canal hed been built in 
this way, and thousands of miles of rail- 
way, the lands for the building of which 
were held by members of the Imperial 
Legislature, who acted as Emigration A gents 
£0 till up the new territory of the United 
States. Something of the same kind 
should be °done here. The leader 
of the. Ontario Government had 
had an opportunity of doing 
the proper thing in this respect towards 
an important public work, but had failed 
to take advantage of it. Canada had a 
front of 1,500 miles long, with a depth of 
300 miles w ide, of which any improve- 
ments have been made in only 60 milés 
deep, leaving 240 miles of wilderness. No 
attempt had been made _ to Ones up this, 

except by the Gavernment of Quebee, 

which deserved every credit. ‘lhe Gov- 
ernment here were like the people of Ot- 


get 


tawa, who could see nothing but saw logs | 
and lumber, and had their eyes full of saw | lic highw: ays were closed to-morrow, 


dust so that the ‘y could not spend one dol- 
lar on the improvement of the city, or on | 
getting waterworks. The Government 
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could see no duty beyond the pressing 
necessity of keeping their seats in the 
Cabinet, into which they would be none 
the worse of admitting a few members of 
the Opposition. He trusted the Govern. 
ment would abandon its proposal for a 
Commission, and put the matter in the 
hands of practical men. 
It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. McDOUGALL (South Renfrew) re- 
sumed the debate. He disapproved of the 
appointment of a Commission on the sub- 
ject of canals, and argued that it was the 
duty of the Government to enter upon the 
work at once. Withreference to the cost 
of the Ottawa and Georgian Bay Canal, they 
had the evidence of one of the members 
of the House, who was authority on such 
matters, that it would not cost more than 
twenty four millions. 


Mr. OLIVER—Mr. Speaker: I take 
this opportunity of expressing to the 


House my views respecting the position of 
the country with regard to the construc- 
tion of great public works. There can be no 
doubt that the Dominion of Canada is now 
ina better position to build the works 
(generally conceded as necessary) than at 
the time of the construction of the Grand 
Trunk Railway and the existing canals. 
The value of public works should not 
be estimated by what they pay into the 
treasury, but by the indirect advantages 
conferred upon the country by the ex- 
penditure connected with thew construc- 
tion and the indirect increase in the value 
of property and facilities for transport. 
The amount expended in canals has paid, 
it is true, but one-half per cent.on the 
investment; the Grand Trunk has paid 
really nothing on the Provincial loan, but 
can any man deny that the indirect ad- 
vantages obtained exceed by far the 
sacrifice made in the expenditure? The 
vast addition to our population dur- 
ing the period of construction, and the 
consumption of tax-paying goods, the na- 
tural result of increased population ; 
enable the Government to pay the interest 
on investments of this kind without ren- 
dering it necessary to augment the burden 
of taxation to be borne by the people of 
the Dominion. Our canals have cost fif- 
teen millions of dollars; the Grand Trunk 
received from the late Province of Canada 
about fifteen millions of dollars. But can 
besaid that this appaiently enormous 
expenditure has impoverished the coun- 
try? No, Mr. Speaker, if these great pub- 
the 
people of the country would rise in ‘their 
might, and insist upon any reasonable 
sacrifice being made to procure their re- 
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epening. Our farmers, previous to the 
opening of these great highways, made a 
living only, now they are amassing wealth, 
and their prosperity is due mainly to the 
increased facilities of communication by 
which grain and produce can be moved 
towards a market. The people of the 
West did not complain of the construction 
of the Intercolonial Railroad, but of the 
route taken. JI had heard a rumor that 
there was a_ gentleman at present 
in Ottawa who was willing to make an 
offer to construct a. road from 
Riviere du Loup to Halifax for $20,000 a 
mile, and another gentleman was prepared 
to do it for $25,000 a mile. If such pro- 
positions were made, they ought to be se- 
riously considered. If it could be carried 
out at that rate we would save sufficient to 


_ make all the canal improvements that are 


required (hear, hear). The result of in- 
creased canal accommodation would be 
to produce general prosperity between 
Ottawa and the Georgian Bay. There are 
tracts of country fit for settlement, and 
nothing would more effectually promote 
the settlement of the country than works 
of that kind. That work is a necessity. 
The navigation should be improved from 
the head of Lake Superior to the Ocean, 
if we wish to accomplish a desirable ob- 
ject. If we are to succeed in such a vast 
but important enterprise, looking at the 
matter from a national stand point, I cer- 
tainly think that the Ottawa Canal should 
claim our first attention. The construction 
of the proposed canal would shorten the 
distance from point to point: would open 
up a large section of country which would 
be available for settlement under greater 
facilities than those now offered, and 
would give width to our country, whle 
now we have length, without the impor- 
tant desideratum of breadth. Ina word, Mr. 
Speaker, the increase of our population 
would enable the Government to provide 
for the extra amount of interest on the 
capital expended in these public improve- 
ments. The total liabilities of the Domin- 
ion scarcely exceed one hundred millions 
of dollars, or about two dollars of interest 
per head on the population. It seems 
clear that no country in the world is so 
lightly taxed for the interest of its debt 
as Canada, and we are therefore in a better 
position now, I repeat, to undertake 
public works of general benefit, than we 
were in twenty-five yearsago. The figures 
and distances can be easily stated : 


Montreal to Lake Huron...... 430. miles. 
Navigation now available. ..... oo) ene 
Camala.tovbemiade. ... sine San os ae 


Estimated cost.........-.. #12,057, 680. 
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Iconeclude, Mr. Speaker, by trusting 
that every facility will be granted by the 
Government in connection with the pro- 
posed opening up of canal communication 
via the Ottawa Route, and that Public 
Works of this character should, when found 
desirable, receive from this House and 
the country, a fair and liberal encourage- 
ment. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would speak rather as a member of the 
Ottawa Country than as a member of the 
Government, leaving it to the Minister of 
Public Works to speak for the Goyernment 
in this matter. He thought that some 
members misapprehended the object of 
the Commission that was to be. appointed, 
That Commission would not interfere in 
any way with the Public Works Depart- 
ment in the execution of the works. He 
had always taken a deep interest in the 
improvement of the navigation of the Ot- 
tawa, and he was satisfied that the policy 
of the Government in this matter was the 
correct one. That, as already announced 
by the Minister of Public Works, was to 
first improve the navigation between Mon- 
treal and Ottawa. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN. said that the 
subject under discussion had fequently 
been under the consideration of the 
House. What had been heard showed 
that the Government were correct in their 
intention to appoint a commission. ‘The 
hon. members for Grenville and Middlesex 
d ffered with each other on the subject of 
the canal proposed, and outside, engineers 
differed from both of them. This showed 
the advisability of exercising great care to 
prevent mistikes. The commission would 
therefore compile the fullest information 
on the whole canal system. When the 
Government came down with a scheme for 
these canals, it would be prepared to 
show the House that the means of the 
eountry will be sufficient to meet the ex- 
tra expenditure. In reference to the Bay 
Verte Canal, and the improvements of the 
River St. John, he said that during recess 
surveys would be made to. see what could 
be done. In the improvement of the Ot- 
tawa, the first thing would be to improve 
the Grenville Canal. Itwas the intention 
of the Government to place in the esti- 
mates an approprintion for the purpose of 
increasing the size of this canal. 


Mr. MACKENZIE had been amused at 
the mode in which the Minister of Public 
Works had tortured the difference of 
opinon between the hon. members for 
Middlesex and Grenville into an acknowl- 
edgment that the Government policy was 
the correct one. If the opinions of honcur- 
able gentlemen in the House, like the 
for Middlesex, who had no 
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engineering ability were to be taken as an 
authority there never would be any pro- 
gress made in the matter. He (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) supported the scheme not so much 
on account of its being a short means of 
communication with the West, as because 
it would open up the back territory. The 
distance by the Ottawa would be, no doubt, 
shorter than by the Lakes, yet the differ- 
ence, in time would not be much when the 
time lost in canalage was taken into account. 
In reference to the desirability of getting 
ocean-going vessels into our upper lakes, he 
said, that he considered that this would be 
found to be impracticable, because the 
class of vessels that sailed on the ocean 
had to use centreboards, and although 
many of our lake vessels had to make 
quick trips across the Atlantic, several of 
them had been lost in storms on account 
of the absence of those centreboards. 
Then again, even if the canals were deep- 
ened sufficiently to allow large sea vessels 
to pass through them, it would not pay 
carriers to run lake or sea vessels with 
crews of fifteen men through them, when 
barges of three or four men could do the 
work more cheaply. Again, if sea-going 
vessels once got through the canals into 
the lakes, they could not enter our har- 
bours drawing the depth of water which 
they do, nor could they enter the Ameri- 
can Harbours of Chicago, Milwaukee, To- 
ledo, Sandusky, &c., none of which had 
a depth of more than eleven feet. 


Mr. BLANCHET favoured the appoint- 
ment of a Commission on the subject of 
Canals, and said, that was the plan pursued 
by the American Congress in reference to 
the construction of the Erie Canal. He 
spoke of the value of the Ottawa Canal to 
the whole country, 

Mr. SHANLY explained, with reference 
to his previous remarks, that he did not 
advocate a Ship Canal. What he believed 
possible was, more properly speaking, a 
barge canal—a canal ten feet deep, and 
fifty feet wide. The same amount of 
steam power required for a propeller on 
the lakes, could move six times the 
amount of produce in barges on canals. 

Mr. McCALLUM said our canals had been 
of great benefit to the country, and he 
hoped the Government would go on with 
the work of improving the canals and con- 
structing new ones, without throwing all 
the responsibility on a Commission. 

Mr. RYAN (Montreal West) was glad to 
hear that the Government intended to im- 
prove navigation between Montreal and 
Ottawa. He referred to impediments in 
navigation at the St. Ann’s Locks, and said 
it could be removed at a cost of $2,000, 
and hoped another season would not be 
allowed to pass without its being removed. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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Immediate work was required to improve 
navigation between Montreal and Ottawa, 
but he also favored the larger scheme indi- 
cated by the motion, and would be glad to 
find the Government prepared to take hold 
of it next session. 

Mr. SIMPSON (Algoma) referred to the 
activity of the Americans in the matter 
of canals, and said the success which at- 
tended their efforts should induce us to 
follow their example. Heapprovedof the 
Ottawa Canal scheme, and was glad to 
learn that the Government were disposed 
to take hold of the work. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD was 
gratified at the tone of the debate. With 
reference to the appointment of a Com- 
mission, he said it was not intended by 
the said appointment to delay the execu- 


tion of the work, but to collect the 


necessary information to enable the Gov- 
ernment to establish a general scheme, 
such as was proposed, embracing not only 
the Ottawa navigation, but navigation be- 
tween the head of Lake Superior and Fort 
Garry, as well as other important routes. 
The Commission would in no way interfere 
with the progress of those works that re- 
quired to be undertaken at once. The 
report of the Commission would enable the 
Government to decide the order in which 
the works should be taken up. He un- 
derstood the object of the Committee 
asked for in the motion, was to lay before 
the House information on the important 
subject of the navigation of the Ottawa and 
French rivers, and revive public interest 
in the subject. Besides the report of such 


a Committee would. show: to the 
Provinces of . Quebec and Ontario 
the advantage such a work would 


confer upon them, and the importance 
of their aiding the work as Provinces. If 
all the projects urged upon the Govern- 
ment were counted up the entire cost 
would amount to something immense, and 
it was, therefore, necessary, high as the 
credit of the country was, to not rush into 
these works without full information be. 

fore them. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU pointed out that 
the Province of Quebec had scarcely any 
other revenues than the subsidy from the 
Federal Government and the revenue from 
Crown Lands. The Local Government of 
Quebec were endeavouring to apply their 
revenue from Crown Lands to colonization 
purposes, and he believed they could go 
no further than that. And it should be 
remembered that in promoting immigra- 
tion and colonization, the Local Govern- 
ment were not adding to their own revenu- 
es, but rather to those of the General Goy- 
ernment, as every settler paid duties to 
the General Government. Under these 


ee 
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circumstances it could scarcely be expec- 
ted that the Local Government: could give 


away their lands to promote the Ottawa 


Canal scheme. 
Mr. McCONKEY said, that in any com- 


prehensive scheme of inland water com- 


munication, the Ontario and Georgian Bay 
Canal could not be overlooked. He urged 
the importance of this work in connection 
with any scheme for the general improve- 
ment of our inland communication. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said, that all the information possible re- 
specting the Georgian Bay and Huron 
Canals, had been obtained that could pos- 
sibly be got. All were in favour of making 
great works but no one pointed out where 
the means were tocome from. The North 
West had been acquired, and must be 

paid for, and other works were spoken of. 
Tt cost members nothing to talk about these 
things except the waste of time. The pre- 
sent debate was the greatest tempest in a 
teapot that he had ever heard of, a dis- 
cussion arising from a petition signed by 
twenty-nine men, nineteen of whom had 
signed with crosses. ‘The whole discus- 
sion had been gone over year after year 
and he thought the Government should 
have had firmness enough to resist the 
appointment of any such committee as 
was asked. They had got on hitherto 
without commissions. There was none 
on the Grand Trunk, the Welland Canal or 
the Intercolonial Railway. He remembered 
that on one occasion, on moving an amend- 
ment to the address, on the suggestion of 
Mr. Agar Yielding, member for Ottawa, re- 
gretting that nothing had been mentioned 
in the Governors speech regarding the im- 


provement of the Ottawa expecting 
of course that the members from 
Ottawa would vote with him, 


but they all went against him, and 
from that day to this he never spoke of 
the Ottawa improvement again. He op- 
posed the petition on constitutional 
grounds, and hoped that if the Committee 
were appointed, they would have their 
duties strictly defined. 


Mr. ALONZO WRIGHT said the present 
was the only petition sent this Session 
from his constituents. Last Session the 
House was flooded with petitions from all 
parts of the country, and the member for 
Cornwall had no right to treat so great a 
subject as flippantly as he had done. 
There was no doubt good reason why the 
Ottawa members had not supported the 
tember for Cornwall. He remembered 
when that gentleman had pestered him so 
much that he was obliged to seek refuge 
inasacred edifice (laughter). With re- 
gard to the Ottawa, he thought it was 
necessary that its interests should be ad- 
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vocated, as intimately connected with 
those of the Dominion, and he was there- 
fore glad to find that the Government had 
promised to improve the navigation to 
Montreal, as an instalment of the import- 
ant work to be done. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) said that year after 
year vessels drawing only 8 feet in the canal 
had stuck in Williamsburg Canal, and he 
hoped steps would be taken to increase 
the depth of water init. In order toper- 
fect the canal system proposed, it would 
be necessary at an early day to increase 
the depth of water in the Williamsburg 
Canal. The first duty of the Government 


Improvement. 


| was to make the existing canals capable of 


doing what they were intended to do. He 
believed a railway should be built to the 
North West before the great scheme of 
the Ottawa Canal was taken up. 


Mr. FERGUSON objected to the remarks 
of the member for Cornwall, making light 
of the value of a commision on the sub- 
ject of canals. He argued that the Huron 
and Ontario Ship Canal presented advan- 
tages which could be derived from no other 
route,and contended that a grant of land to 
do such work would induce emigration, 
which would in turn add to the revenues 
of the Government, and the general pros- 
perity of the country. It was a fact that 
with the grant of ten million acres of wild 
lands, the Georgian Bay canal couldbe 
built without the expenditure ofa single 
dollar of public money, and he hoped the 
Local Government would take the advice 
of the Minister of Justice and adopt the 


Wise. policy of giving, a grant 
to such a_ valuable public work. 
He would = with pleasure vote 


for the motion betore the House. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU explained that 
the policy of the Quebec Government was 
not against colonization, but against the 
granting of public lands to such schemes 
as those referred to. 


Mr. ROSS (Champlain) hoped the Gov- 
ernment of Quebec would reconsider its 
decision and by a grant of land assist 
in the development of the Province and 
of the Dominion. This could only be done 
by modifying their policy in the matter of 
the public lands. 


Mr. CURRIER supported the appoint- 
ment ofa Committee, as it was always 
necessary to agitate public opinion in this 
way before anything was done by any 
Government he had ever heard of. The 
people of Ottawa were always taunted 
when they asked for anything, by being 
told that they had the Parli: ament Build. 
ings. He could say that he would rather 
have a half dozen good mills than these 
splendid buildings. 
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Mr. WALSH pointed out that the naviga- 
tion of the Ottawa was greatly impeded 
by the practice of throwing out waste slabs 
and saw dust. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the most im- 
portant feature of the debate was the an- 
nouncement of the Government of the ap- 
pointment of a commission. He wished 
the Minister of Justice to explain more 
fully the nature of the duties of this com- 
mission. As he looked upon it their 
duties would be narrowed down to the en- 
quiring into the best mode of proceeding 
with the work contemplated, and the scale 
of works upon which they were to be pro- 
ceeded with. He would like to know 
more fully and officially the precise nature 
of the functions of this commission. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE supported the propos- 
ition for a commission to investigate fully 
and impartially the whole subject, and 
bring up such a report as would secure 
the Government and the members of the 
House from the importunities of those in- 
terested in various schemes. He stated 
the result of the experience of Nova Scotia 
in constructing public works, which had 
been highly successful. He urged that 
the public works should not be pushed on 
with such rapidity as would endanger the 
credit of the country, and to avoid this 
he deprecated entering upon such works 
without due deliberation and exact infor- 
mation. 


Mr. JONES [Leeds], agreed that the 


matter required deliberate attention 
from the extent and cost. He  re- 


gretted they had heard nothing of a sur- 
plus this year when there should have 
been one, if ever. It was necessary to 
have economy in all departments. He 
had made up an estimate of the cost of 
the proposed works and the amount 
would be $164,000,000. At present the 
only public work having interest was the 
Welland Canal. The Grand Trunk re- 
turned no interest for advances, and it 
was more for the benefit of the Western 
States farmers than our own. He thought 
the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches 
were wise in their day and generation; it 
would satisfy everybody and do nothing. 
He wouldask the Finance Minister whether 
there were any funds for this purpose. 
The member for North Oxford believed 
this was the happiest people in the world, 
with fewer taxes than any other, but the 
resources had not increased by Confeder- 
ation, and he knew they had to pay a good 
many taxes. He trusted they would go 
to no great expense for public works, ex- 
cept what were absolutely necessary. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said to 
satisfy the House he would lay the draft of 


Mr. Walsh. 
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the proposed Commission before the House 
before it was issued. 

The motion then passed. 

Mr. BLAKE, on the suggestion of Sir 
John A. Macdonald, allowed the motion 
respecting Nova Scotia to stand till Wed-* 
nesday, then to become the first order of 
the day. 

Mr. WHITE (Halton) moved for the re- 
turn of amounts advanced by way of loan 
to the Oakville harbour.—Carried. 

Mr. BLAKE moved for copies of orders 
in Council, leases, &c., touching the pro- 
perty now leased by the Government to 
the Cornwall Manufacturing Company, or 
George Stephen.—Carried. 

Mr. STIRTON moved for the return of 
seizures made by officers of the Inland 
Revenue Department during 1868-69.— 
Carried. 

Mr. STIRTON moved for the corres- 
pondence relative to Gooderham & Worts, 
of certain excise duties-—Carried.. 

Mr. YOUNG moved for the return of 
orders in Council authorizing any printing 
or binding to be done without tender. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Govern- 
ment were bound by statute to bring down 
such information. 

Motion carried. 

Hon Mr. HOLTON asked. when the 
Budget would be brought down. Unless 
down to-morrow there was no reasonable 
prospect of the session being closed by 
Haster. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the Finance Minister would let the 
House know to-morrow. He could blame 
no one for the delay, and the Government 
had been fully employed during Govern- 
ment days. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that up till now 
so far from that being the case only one 
Bill had been printed. The Banking Reso- 
lutions had been passed some time ago, 
yet the Bill had not yet been printed. The 
estimates were not down yet, and the Op. 
position could not certainly be. accused of 
factious opposition hitherto. He could not 
see how the Budget could be _ con- 
sidered under three weeks even if there 
were no startling propositions init. He 
hoped they would have at least decent 
consideration. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
there would be no indecent want of con- 
sideration. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL said there had been 
a great delay in bringing forward the busi- 
ness, which might not be inconvenient to 
members living in Quebec and Ontario, 
but was so to those in the Maritime: 
Provinces. 
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der Bay Road Report would be brought 
down. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said Mr. Dawson 
was working at it and that it would be 
down shortly. 

In answer to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, Hon. 
Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said that the ex- 
penses of the mission to the North West 
would be reported. 


The House adjourned at midnight. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, March 29 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 


the 
usual hour. ; 


8.8. “CITY OF BRUSSELS” AT HALIFAX. 


After routine of business, 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY moved an‘address 
for a return showing the date of arrival 
and date of entry at the Customs Port of | 
Halifax, during March instant, of the 
Steamship City «of Brussels ; the proposed 
object of his visit to said port and the hour 
of her departure; also showing the name 


(Marcy 29, 1870.] 
Mr. MACKENZIE asked when the Thun- | (New York). 


of the Inspecting Physician at the Port of 
Halifax, with copies of correspondence 
between him and the master, officers or 
agents of said steamer or of the city auth- 
orities relative to the landing of any pas- | 
sengers from the said steamer; also show- 

ing if said steamer had any sick passen- 

gers on board when she called, what the | 
nature of such sickness was, under whose 

orders the passengers were landed, with 

full particulars of the circumstances, when 

the vessel was first boarded by the said 

physician,, whether she had a clean bill of 

health on her arrival or departure, and 

whether she was ordered to quarantine at 

Halifax; also the name of the pilot who 

brought the steamer into port, and wheth- 

er he exhibited to the master a printed 

copy of the Quarantine and Health Act, 

1868, and whether such pilot knew of 

there being a case of small-pox or other 

infectious diseases on board. 


The mover said, that some years ago 
the City of Halifax was scourged with the 
cholera, and the Province was put to enor- 
mous expense, owing to a vessel arriving 
at that port with a case of cholera on 
board, and the city itself was, so to speak, 
laid under Quarantine. Withina few | 
days past another vessel had arrived at 
Halifax with a case of small-pox on board, 
and it was alleged the passengers had 
been landed there in order to escape 
Quarantine at the port of her destination, 
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He did not give this state- 
ment from any personal knowledge of the 
facts, but on the authority of telegraphic 
and newspaper reports, and he read from 
the New York Times of the 25th inst., a 
statement shewing that a Beston gentle- 
man afflicted with small-pox, had beea 
landed at Halifax. Now assuming 
the statement to ke true, he 
thought it justified his calling attention 
to the matter, and asking that 
the people of Halifax and Nova Scotia 
should be protected from the danger at- 
tending the calls of ships with cases of con- 
tagious disease on board. Halifax was, so to 
speak, on the great highway of nations, 
and he conceived it was more in need of 
protection than Quebec, Montreal, and 
other ports in the Dominion. Referring te 
the regulations of 1868, he showed that it 
was the duty of the Quarantine Officers 
and Pilots, to exhibit to masters of vessels 
copies of those regulations. The penalty 
imposed by the regulations, (#400) he 
thought was insufficient to deter mas- 
ters of vessels from committing infractions 
of the law, and he thought the mode of 
recovering the penalty, namely, by suit be- 
fore Justices, was defective. The old Nova 
Scotia Act provided for the arrest of the 
master and the detention of the vessel ; 
and he thought the Dominion should have 
some short, sharp, and rapid method to re- 
cover penalties. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL sud, with respect 
to the particular case referred to by the 
mover, it must be admitted the House wus 
not in possession of facts to warrant an ex- 
pression of opinion. The City of Brussels 
was owned by one of the most respectable 
commercial firms in the world, and it was 
hardly likely they would jeopardize their 


reputation by endeavouring to evade 
the Quarantine laws of any  coun- 
try. With respect to alterations in 


the Act of 1868, as had been suggested 
by the mover, it was clear that the Gov- 
ernor in Council had power to frame ample 
regulations ; and with respect to the pen- 
alty and its mode of recovery, there was 
another provision in the Act, which gave 
power to arrest the master. There was 
then a double remedy provided by the Act 
—one against the vessel, and another 
agiuinst the master. The penalty was pro- 
bably insufficient to deter masters from 
committing’ infractions, and to this point 
he would call the attention of the Minister 
of Justice. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN said Halifax was not 
the only port in the Dominion liable to be 
visited with vessels with sicknesson board. 
But it was the duty, he maintained, of a 
master to land sck passengers as soon as 
he could, placing, of course his vessel in 
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Quarantine. He did not see any reason 
for the great outcry about a vessel having 
visited Halifax. A similar case had oc- 
eurred at the port of St. John ashort time 
ago when a passenger had been landed 
from a vessel from Boston; and he might 
have brought that case before the House, 
but did not think it hisduty to doso, nor 
did he see that his hon. friend (Mr. Me- 
Cully) should have brought that case be- 
fore the House. Put the case the other 
way. Supposing a vessel had been going 
from New York to England, would any- 
body say thatthe master should carry a 
sick passenger past ports where he might 
call—all the way across the Atlantic—and 
thereby endanger thelife and health of 
all on board? He contended that cases 
were constantly occurring where vessels 
from the West Indies had contagious dis- 
eases aboard, that required them to go into 
Quarantine at the first port they could 
touch. 


Hon. Mr. RITCHIE said the last speaker 
had totally misapprehended the question. 
The City of Brussels had apparently landed 
a passenger in violation of the law, as she 
did not go into Quarantine, nor notify the 
officers of the port. The real question was 
should vessels be allowed to leave serious 
cases of sickness at some convenient port 
inthe Dominion, instead of taking them 
on to the port of destination and there to 
undergo quarantine. He contended that 
his hon. friend (Mr. McCully) was quite 
justified in bringing the question before 
the House. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY was not aware that 
he should have asked his hon. friend’s (Mr. 
Hazen’s) permission to bring the matter up. 
There were some people in Nova Scotia 
who liked to thnk for themselves, and 
others who would not like to have small. 


pox brought into their ports by masters of 


vessels who were not Nova Scotians. He 
would not have it supposed that the peo- 
ple of Nova Scotia were such barbarians as 
to want a sick man taken to sea to en- 
danger the lives of the. crew. But’what 
they did want was protection to themselves 
through a Quarantine establishment. The 
Government had power to make sufficient 
regulations, and he simply asked that the 
power should be put in force. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN said the House would 
be astonished to hear from thé hon. mem- 
bers (Messrs Ritchie and McCully) that 
there was no quarantine establishment at 
the great port of Halifax (laughter), The 
House had been told about Halifax being 
scourged some years ago with cholera, and 
the Province being put to an enormous 
expense; but notwithstanding that, the 
Province did not take the simple precau- 
tion of producing a quarantine at Halifax 


Hon. Mr. Hazen. 
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—(laughter)- and made no preparations 
until just on the eve of Confederation, 
when the expense would be thrown on the 
Dominion (laughter). 

After some further conversation the mo- 
tion was agreed to. 


KILLING AT RED RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL took the earliest 
opportunity of saying that a telegram had 
been received, which confirmed the report 
of the shooting of a person at Red River, 
by order of the insurgent Riel. 

Hon. Mr. BUREAU thought such reports 
should be received with caution. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the telegram 
had been received from a confidential 
agent of the Dominion Government, who 
was in the neighborhood of Red River, 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, March 29th, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3:30. 
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY GAUGE. 


Mr. MACFARLANE presented the re- 
port of the Committee on Standing Orders, 
stating that it did not consider that the 
Bill of the Great Western Railway, asking 
for a change of gauge, required further no- 
tice than that given. 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from Henry Bulmer, and others of Mon- 
treal, in favour of the Canada Central Rail- 
way. 


EXCISE ON PETROLEUM. 


Mr. MACKENZIE presented a petition 
from Joseph McKay, and others of Halifax, 
praying for the removal of the Excise duty 
on petroleum. 


QUEBEC HARBOUR. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the report of the Banking and Commerce 
Committee, reporting favourably on the 
Bill respecting the Quebec harbour. 


CHAMPLAIN CANAL BILL. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN presented the re- 
port of the Railway Committee, reporting 
several amendments to the Champlain 
Canal Bill. 
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GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING moved that the 
Great Western Railway Bill us read a 
-second time to-morrow. . 


THIRD READINGS. 


The following Bills were read a third 
time.:—. 

The Bill respecting the Coasting Trade ; 
the Bill respecting the office of Queen’ s 
Printer; and an Act to facilitate the sign- 
ing of Militia Commissions. 


CENSUS BILL. 


The House went again into Committee 
on the Census Bill. In the items of in- 
formation to be contained in the returns, 
was added—‘‘ the aggregate value of pro- 
perty, real and personal.”’ 


Hon. Mry DUNKIN suggested thata pro- 
viso should be added to the clause, mak- 
ing the taking of the census not later than 
in June. 


A long discussion followed as to the pro- 
per time, in the course of which Mr. 
FORTIN suggested that the names of those 
temporarily absent should be included in 
the family to which they belong, as other- 
Wise it would be unjust. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD, and _ others, 
agreed to this view, as so many were absent 
at lumbering and fishing. 


Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL thought it 
desirable to leave the day to be fixed upon 
by the Governor General in Council, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the correct principle was to take the names 
only of those wh were actually at each 
place on a certain night, and thought the 
best time to take the Census would be in 
winter or spring. 


After some further debate it was agreed 
to fix the time for the taking of the Cen- 
sus at a date not later than the first of 
May. 

The Committee rose and reported, the 
Bill was concurred in and the third reading 
fixed for to-morrow. 


BANKING BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Bill founded on his 
Banking Resolutions. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Government 
had promised to goon with the Election 
Bill. The House was not prepared to go 
on’with the Banking Bill. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that he had not been in the House when 
it adjourned, but he understood that the 
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hon, member for Chateauguay had stated 
that this Bill was not printed and that 
therefore it could not be proceeded 
with. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said no, that was not 
stated. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that it was very important that some 
Bills should be sent up _ for’ the 
consideration of the Senate. The Bank- 
ing measure had been very fully discussed 
and would probably bé passed its second 
reading soon, whereas the Election Law 
more immediately concerned this. House, 
and besides would require very full discus- 
sion. 

Mr. 
marks of the Minister 
garding the Banking Bill, applied with 
equal force to the Election Bill. The 
Government appeared desirous of break- 
ing the pledge it had given to the House. 
After some discussion it was arranged that 
the Bill should. pass its second reading 
pro forma, and that any discussion thereon 
should take place in Committee of the 
whole. The Bill was then passed on di- 
vision and ordered to Committee of the 
Whole, on Thursday. 


MACKENZIE said, that the re- 
of Militia, re- 


ELECTION BILL. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that the House go into Committee of the 
whole on the Election Bill. 


Mr. FERGUSON considered ~ the 
principle of the Billan entire departure 
from the principles fixed. by the Ontario 
Legislature for that Province. The prin- 
ciple adopted was one of uniformity over 
the whole Dominion. He thought it quite 
certain that if the old system under which 
the present members were returned, was 
continued, very little change would be 
made thereby in the personnel of the 
House. The system at present prevailing in 
Britain, was not uniform and he did not 
think any harm would arise from the re- 
tention of the present different franchises 
in the different Provinces. He considered 
that there was no danger of any of the Pro- 
vinces adopting the system of Universal 
Suffrage which the best men of the United 
States considered to be the bane of that 
country. He referred to the Bill passed 
in Ontario last session and the amend- 
ments moved thereon and _ lost, which 
he said conclusively showed that the 
opinions of the House were strongly op- 
posed to Universal Suffrage. He did not 
think 1t would be consistent for him to 
support this measure after the action of the 
Ontario Legislature. The House ought to 
see what great advantage would be de- 
rived from this scheme before it undertook 
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its great expense. He calculated that in 
Ontario alone the cost of fixing a correct 
list would be between sixty and seventy 
thousand dollars. He believed the tenden- 
cy of the present Bill was towards Univer- 
sal Suffrage, and to prevent this he thought 
it compulsory upon him to move that it be 
an instruction to the Committee of the 
Whole to provide, that until otherwise pro- 
vided by the Parliament of Canada, the 
quanification for election of members of the 
House of Commons, shall be the same as 
that provided by the various local Houses 
for their own members. 

It being six o’clozk the SPEAKER left 
the chair. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. DUFRESNE called attention to a 
point of order. 
ment could not be put as it derogated from 
the title of the Bill, the proposition being 
simply, to leave the law as it was. It 
would be better to move the six months’ 
hoist, which would attain the whole object. 


Mr. FERGUSON denied that his amend- 
ment would destroy the Bill, as it only 
touched the franchise. There were other 
points which would not be touched. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the motion 
open to objection on the point of order. 
In “‘May,”’ page 464, would be found the 
rule applicable to such questions; the doc- 
trine was the very proper one that an in- 
struction need not be given to aCommittee 
which possessed the power already to do 


what it was proposed to direct them to | 


perform under the instructions. 


The SPEAKER declared the amendment 
out of order. 


Mr. FERGUSON said he would take an | 


opportunity of moving his amendment 
when the House went into Committee. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD did 
not think the mover had treated him fair- 
ly, as he had invited the fullest and fairest 
discussion, and the measure had been dis- 
cussed most ably. 


_ Mr. MACKENZIE said when the Bill was 
introduced it was declared not to be a 
party measure, and his side of the House 
had treated it according to that under- 
standing. He should be led to believe 
that after full discussion, the Minister of 
Justice would have given some indication 
of the course he would adopt. The Bill 
had been received with singular disfavour 
throughout the country as tending to place 
power in the hands of the Government 
which would be most dangerous. If the 
amendment proposed were favourably re- 
garded it would lead almost to the aban- 
donment of the Bill, as most of it wis 


Mr. Ferguson. 


[COMMONS |] 


‘taken up with the machinery for carrying 


iright to be voted for. 
|might be expensive, but as to the asser- 
'tion that the Government could not be 
trusted with conducting it, that might sim- 


He thought the amend. | 
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out the proposal to place the preparing of 
the lists in the hands of three nominees 
of the Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD denied 
that the Bill had been unfavourably 
received as a whole,although criticisms had 
been made on some portions of it. The 
Government were prepared to go into 
committee, and the moment the qualifi- 
cation of the voters was settled the mere 
machinery could be attended to. They 
should settle first who should haye, and 
who should not have the right to vote, who 
should have, and who should not have, the 
The machinery 


ply go for what it was worth. Then 
they should, if they could not be trusted, 
give their confidence to another Govern- 
ment. The object he had to commence with 
was that as complete a primary list should 
be prepared as possible, and such an object 
would require some expense to carry it 
out. The list must be fixed in 1870, and 
revised in 1871 and in 1872, that was, long 
after the Board had ceased to exist, and 
he was quite sure that if they began with 
a full list, by the next general election 
the rolls, as a whole, would contain the 
whole electoral body. Let them then 
settle first the qualification, and go as far 
as possible with safety. He hoped the 
House would go into Committee, m which 
it would remain for some time, and after 
the careful examination given it, the Gov- 
ernment would be fully aware of the feel- 
ing of the House. 
The House then went into Committee. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the first thing to be settled was the 
qualitication for voters. The English sys- 
tem was that the exercise of the electoral 
franchise was a trust not a right, and 
therein its superiority consisted over the 
American system of universal suffrage. 
The state of civilization of countries was 
shown in the protection offered to pro- 
perty. The great question to be asked in 
deciding whether or not a man shall ex- 
ercise the franchise, was whether or not 
he has a sufficient interest at stake 
in the country to  be_ entrusted 
with a share of its Government. 
If people having no interest in the 
couutry are allowed to govern it, if one 
person holding no property is to govern 
the property of another who is possessed 
thereof, then the constitution is wrong 
and unsafe. The basis of qualification 
adopted by the Bill before the House, was 
the possession of real estate. The old 
qualification that existed so long was forty 
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shillings sterling. Gradually this was al- 
tered by the different Provinces. In es- 
tablishing a qualification for the Dominion, 
uniformity was most desirable. The cir- 
cumstances of the different Provinces were 
nearly the same as was also the franchise 
now existing. It was also most desirable 
that any body or class of men in one Pro 

vince should exercise the same rights of 
voting as the same body in any of the other 
Provinces, and they would hold that they 
were wronged if not allowed that right. 


Mr. BLAKE—What will happen then, 
when there are two qualifications in one 
Province—one for the Local the other for 
the Central Parliament. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that was a question not to be dealt with 
here. The Dominion Parlhament had no 
more to do with the qualification 
for the Local Houses than with 
the qualification in Australia. The 
House here had to deal with the qual- 
ification of the Dominion as a whole, and 
it was quite clear that uniformity was 
most desirable. In reference to the qual- 
ification on household property, he said 
that in the vast majority of cases it was 
well known that, especially in the rural 
districts, when a man was found in visible 
possession of household property the con- 
clusion would be arrived at that he was re- 
siding on his own land. With respect to 
lessees of lands, great objection had been 
taken on account of the clause providing 
that lessees should not have votes who 
held leases for terms under five years. 
As there appeared to be some difference of 
opinion on the subject the question might 
be considered fully in Committee when 
alterations might be made. He did not 
intend to adhere to this period in particu- 
lar. What was required was that ample 
proof should be shown that the lessee had 
sufficient interest in the place to qualify 
him to vote. He pointed out the difficul- 
ty in reference to the extension of the 
franchise to persons under an agreement 
to purchase from the Crown. 


Mr. McCONKEY called attention to the 
case of squatters who had no written deed 
or agreement. 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the Bill would in no wise recognise wrong 
doers. Inthe case of settlers there, no 
doubt, was some written agreement 
under which they held their lands. 


Mr. COLBY referred to the interpreta- 
tion of the term ‘ owner.’’ He wished to 
know if it included those who held a bond 
for a deed promesse de vente. Many inhabi- 
tants of the Province of Quebec hell their 
lands on that kind of title. 
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Hon. Mr. DORION said there was a 
large class of people in the Province of 
Quebec who held property under promise 
of sale. 

Hon. Sr GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
that their case would be metin a clause 
further on in the Bill. 


Mr. POPE said the class holding proper- 
ty forlong periods, the real owner of which 
could not be discovered, should be made to 
show their occupancy for a considerable 
period sufficient to satisfy the municipal 
authorities, 


Hon Mr. WOOD said that there were 
thousands holding Crown Lands without 
patents who were in the eye of the law re- 
garded as trespassers, but who were rather 
encouraged than otherwise and who had a 
preference in obtaining these lands when 
disposed. The word occupant used in 
Ontario would, he thought, cover thisjclass, 
even although they had no_ paper title. 


Hon Mr. SMITH said the same class ex- 
isted in New Brunswick who where ori- 
ginally squatters, but whose rights were 
recognized, and who, some of them, were 
the best settlers in the country. There 
weré others who had taken Crown Land 
under the Labour Act, but who had not 
yet obtained their titles from the time not 
having expired, during which they had to 
perform their labours. 

Hon. Sir GHO. E. CARTIER said they 
were included. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH denied this, and sug- 
gested that a clause should be inserted 
to cover theircases. They were occupy- 
ing only by permission of the Crown. 

Mr. FERGUSON thought the clause 
would not cover the cases, as sales on 
which instalments had not been paid up, 
or even in some which had been, it. 
was held that till the patent had been 
issued they were not owners. In some 
cases also men who settled on lands 
Which they had improved, and which 
would become theirs by the statute 
of limitations at the end of twenty years, 
would have no power to vote until that 
time had elapsed. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL said the more the 
measure now before the House was dis- 
cussed the greater the diificulties that pre- 
sented themselves, and the more it be- 
came apparent that the Bill was unsuited 
to the wants and interests of the country. 
In legislating upon this subject a first re- 
quisite was to secure a proper franchise, 
and it was also important that the prepa- 
ration of the lists of those who had the 
right to vote should be effected in as eco- 
nomical a manner as possible. In both 
these respects the Bill now before the 
House was a failure. The franchise pro- 
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posed was most unsatisfactory, and the 
machinery by which it was arranged to 
prepare the electoral lists was complicated 
. and expensive. He commended the pre- 
sent New Brunswick Election Law. Under 
its provisions there was a fair and equitable 
distribution of the voting power, and the 
mode of preparing the electoral lists was 
both simple and economical. It had 
worked admirably, and no complaints had 
been made. Under the New Brunswick 
‘system a large number of small far- 
mers occupy Crown land and have the 
privilege of voting. Under regulations of 
the Crown Land Department persons are 
allowed to squat on Crown lands, and all 
the improvements made in this manner 
are recognized and protected. The party 
petitions for the lot of land, and it is as- 
signed to him, if vacant, and published in 
the Gazette. This is under what is popu- 
larly known as the “Labor Act,’’ or Fa- 
cility Act, by which settlers obtain grants 
for performing a stipulated amount of la- 
bour in making roads, and are required to 
clear a certain amount of their lots each 
year. Should the party, as is sometimes 
the case, fail to perform 25 per cent. of the 
labour required within the year, there 
could be no practicable assessment, and 
hence under the law proposed these per- 
sons would not have the privilege of voting. 
Again, by omitting to give the franchise on 
personal property as in New Brunswick, 
another important and intelligent class 
would be excluded from voting. The 
Bill, in its present shape, would disfran- 
chise from 10 to 15 per cent. of the pre- 
sent electors in that Province. He be- 
lieved the Bill, if passed, would cause 
great dissatisfaction in New Brunswick, 
and very much increase the disaffection 
already existing there. The people had 
been disappointed in Ottawa legislation, 
much of which had not been of a character 
to commend itself to persons in that sec- 
tion, and he hoped the Government would 
consent to so far modify the objection- 
able features of the measure that it might 
not add anything further to the just causes 
of complaint already existing. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said if they would 
define the owner to be an owner, accord- 
ing to the law of each Province, it would 
simplify the matter. 


_ Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the adoption of the first clause of the second 
paragraph. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER thought the second 
reading of the Bill showed, that the princi- 
ple had been acknowleged; that the. con- 
trol of the qualification was to be in the 
hands of this, and not of the Local Legisla- 
ture. 


Hon. Mr. Connell. 
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Hon. Mr. DORION said that the propo- 
sition had been ruled out of order by the 
Speaker. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER regretted this had 
been done. He approved of the principle, 
and held, besides, that the qualification 
should be uniform, and not have the quali- 
fication different in different Provinces. 
At present the Dominion had no franchise, 
as there had been no means of defining 
what itshould be till after theelection. As 
to Red River and Newfoundland, it might 
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| happen that these should be exceptions to 


the general rule, but the four Provinces 
of Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New 
Brunswick had a franchise not essentially 
dissimilar to one another. But even if they 
had, he saw nothing in the circum- 
stances to warrant any want of uniformity 
in them all. He maintained, besides, that 
it was not only necessary to establish their 
own franchise and make it uniform, but it 
should be under the control of the House, 
which would prevent any tampering with 
the qualification by Local Legislatures 
making alterations in the tenure of Crown 
Land. 


Mr. BLAKE—They can alter the tenure 
of all the property. 
Hon. Dr. TUPPER held further, that 


the elections should be held under the di- 


rection of officers of the House. Hedid 
not say Municipal officers should not be 
employed, but he would state that at the 
election for Hants, he found that the At- 
torney General of Nova Scotia had given 
written instructions to the returning offi- 
cer, whose place depended on the Local 
Government, instructions which any legal 
gentleman would at once declare to be en- 
tirely illegal, the Attorney-General threat: 
tening the Sheriff with: dismissal if he re- 
fused to obey. He could not see how any 
member could propose to place the power 
in the hands of men who could exercise 
such unwarrantable authority. He felt 
that the franchise was too high. He dif- 
fered from the member for Hants, who 
had, however, stated correctly the state of 
the things which led to the abrogation of 
Universal Suffrage without registration. 
He differed from the Ministry then in 
power, when they proposed to abrogate the 
law, without showing thatit had failed in at- 
taining the object for which it had been 
given—that of a full and fair representa- 
tion of the people. He had succeeded in 
deferring its adoption till after the then 
next election, but in the following, under 
the higher voting, the Parliament did not 
so well represent the intelligence and abil- 
ity of the country as under Universal Suf- 
frage, and more bribery had taken place 
under the higher than under the lower 
franchise. He did not say it was due to 
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raising the franchise, but the truth seemed 
to be, that the higher they raised the repu- 
tation of a Parliament, the stronger were 
the inducements to enter it, and the greater 
the struggle to obtain a seat, and this was 
well seen in the Imperial Parliament, which 
he looked onasamodelfor all. He trusted 
that a court would be established to make 
enquiry into such cases. They were now 
stating with what might be calleda clean 
slate, being untrammelled with any fran- 
chise... It might. be well not to be too 
conservative, although the qualification 
might be put somewhat high, as it was easy 
to reduce it. There were many who would 
be disfranchised under the present law, 
and he called attention to the fact, that 
there were a large number of registered 
owners of shipping, who might wisely be in- 
cluded in the list of voters. He held that 
the possession of leasehold property and oc- 
cupation for one year, should also entitle, 
as the five years lease was almost totally 
unknown in Nova Scotia. With regard to 
the ballot, he had voted for it during his 
first session, and he mentioned its being 
his first session as an excuse, on the ground 
of his inexperience, but until now, during 
a period of 15 years, it had never been 
brought up again, nor had they heard any- 
thing from New Brunswick to induce them 
todo so. And he had heard marvellous 
stories of money spent there which showed 
one object had not been gained. At the 
same time it was not a vital principle, and 
he could not see why the principle should 
not be allowed to remain in New Bruns- 
wick. He could see no objection to allow 
Nova Scotia to retain simultaneous voting 
as that Province possessed it now. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said, with refer- 
ence to the remarks of Dr. Tupper, that it 
required a great deal of moral courage to 
change the electoral franchise of Nova 
Scotia from universal suffrage to a re- 
strictive franchise. He asked how it was 
that if the hon. member approved of uni. 
versal suffrage he did not, when he came 
into power, repeal the Bill passed by his 
(Mr. Archibald’s) Government, restricting 
the franchise. It was because the sound 
sense of the people had decided that the 
restrictive franchise was the sounder. 
He hoped-to see tenants under leases of 
less tham five years included among 
the voters. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that when his Gov- 
ernment came into power he could not 
' re-enact a universal suffrage Bill because 
a majority of the Legislative Council was 
opposed to it. 

Mr. McDONALD (Antigonish) thought 
the franchise should be under the 
control of the Federal Government. 
He spoke in favour of universal suffrage, 
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and said that under it there was less cor- 
ruption in Nova Scotia than ever before, 
and held that no such distinctions should 
be kept up as those which separated 
classes in old countries, With respect té 
the assumption that only holders of pro- 
perty should have a vote, he contended 
that it might as reasonably be held 
that the man with only $200 of real pro- 
perty should not control the man with 
$200,000 of personal property, and the 
wider extended the franchise the less 
chance was there of corruption, the young 
men who gave independent votes being 
disfranchised, admitting the men who held 
shanties with squalling children who drove 
them almost to sell their votes. He ob- 
jected to the clause respecting five years’ 
leases, and held that occupants as such 
should have votes as well as long lease- 
holders who held at mere nominal rents. 
He thought the distinction between fran- 
chise in towns and in the country would 
create a great deal of confusion which might 
be avoided. 


Hon. Mr. DORION thought the discus- 
sion showed that they wanted something 
simpler than this Billoffered, as they had 
been three hours discussing the meaning 
of the word owner. He did not think they 
ought in the matter of uniformity to be 
wiser than the people of Great Britain and 
in America. Even here they had different 
rules in different places by this Bill, and 
which existed even under the Union be- 
tween Upper and Lower Canada. Algoma 
had a different franchise, and it was not 
necessary to have a uniform franchise. In 
England and Wales, in Scotland, and in 
Ireland, they had different laws, and under 
the late Reform Bill of 1867, they had not 
attempted to make them uniform. 


Hon. Sir. JOHN A, MACDONALD said 
they had made them uniform as far as the 
different terms of law would allow. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said they had passed 
different Bills for each part of the King- 
dom and in the United States it was pro- 
vided that the States laws should be the 
law for the elections until altered. 

Hon. SirJOHN, A. MACDONALD de- 
nied this, 

Hon. Mr. DORION quoted the consititu- 
tion of the United States to show that it 
was as he had said. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that Congress had settled that. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said that the rule 
was as he had laid down, that the Congress 
had authorised these to be electors who 
were, so far the largest representative body 
in each State, but the qualification was 
settled by the different States. Unifor- 
mity was not necessary, and the Bill 
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itself provided for different qualifications 
in cities, towns and country. What 
was wanted was a simple and cheap 
election law, such as the people of several 
sections of the Dominion had, and to change 
it would cause dissatisfaction and confusion. 
Every man deprived of a vote under this 
law would be more dissatisfied than by any 
Act of their own Legislature. If the Leg- 
islatures passed laws not satisfactory and 
that were found to work ill, they could be 
altered. If they wanted, however, to sat- 
isfy the various sections they would leave 
their franchise alone until evils became ap- 
parent that required amendment. He 
thought there was a great advantage in 
leaving the franchise alone, as all they 
had to do was by a simple resolution 
which would sweep away 53 clauses, de- 
clare who were to be the electors accord- 
ing to the laws of each Province. Then 
with respect to the machinery, they had to 
provide men specially to go round the 
country to ascertain, at great cost of la- 
bour and expense, who are to be entitled 
‘to vote, the burdens laid upon the people 
besides the direct expense being what 
they had no right to lay on. Inthe United 
States they had never seen occasion to 
change the law respecting voting. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they had changed it materialy; every 
negro has now a vote. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said every negro 
had not a vote, although the distinction 
between white and black had been done 
away. 

Hon. Mr. DORION was not speaking of 
late changes, but he referred to the prac- 
tice prevailing not only in the United 
States, but in ‘other countries. He had 
no prepossession in favour of any particu- 
lar theory of the franchise, whether real 
property or personal property, but he 
thought, if the former, it should simply be 
founded on the assessment roll. He mov- 
ed that the electors who vote for Local 
Legislators shall vote for members of the 
Dominion Parliament. 


Mr. STEWART CAMPBELL thought a 
cardinal point was that of uniformity, 
which, he thought, should commend itself 
to the good sense ‘of the House. But he 
looked 1 to the various classes of franchise 
by the Bill, and would compare it with 
that of Nova Scotia, which consisted of 
$150 real estate, $300 of personal property, 
or $500 of personal property and real estate 
combined. He thought there was no es- 
sential difference between that and the 
present Bill, and proceeded to show that 
if the $200 were altered to $150, it would 
be precisely the same as in Nova Scotia. 
He took exception to the five years” leise 
as giving no qualification. He would like 
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tosce the 5th clause altered to give the 
same advantage to persons under promise 
of sale from individuals, and would like to 
see the £400 income clause extended to 
incomes derived from any source, both 
modifications which he thought the Gov- 
ernment wouldaccede to. He thought Nova 
Scotia would have nothing to complain of 
then. He advocated giving a vote to regis- 
tered ship owners. He held a very strong 
opinion respecting simultaneous voting. 
He had for 20 years been connected with 
the Legislature of Nova Scotia, during which 
very able men had been connected with it, 
and there was no Act he could look back 
to with more pleasure than the Act for 
simultaneous voting, (hear, hear.) The 
author of that Act was the present Equity 
Judge of Nova Scotia, whose merits had 
not been sufficiently recognised, and he 
hoped that nothing would prevail on the 
Government to deprive Nova Scotia of the 
privilege granted. He was not disposed to 
say a word on the principle of the ballot, 
but his old prejudices on behalf of open 
voting had not been removed. He advo- 
cated the establishment of a Court for con- 
troverted elections, holding that in this 
they should adopt "the mode followed in 
Britain. 


Mr. LANGLOIS said the principal ob- 
jection to the proposed system of preparing 
electoral lists, was the expense. He sug- 
gested that the machinery for taking the 
census should be used, as there was no 
probability of an election till after 1871. 
‘The men who were to obtain the information 
then were men of attainments; and as the 
lists were only to be made once, they could 
perform that. duty, and in this way ex- 
pense would be saved and the Dominion 
Parliament would act independent of the 
Local Legislatures. He thought also that 
a saving could be effected by having only 
one revision instead of two. With respect 
to tenants in Quebec, he said few writ- 
ten leases were used, verbal being chiefly 
employed. Tacit leases, even when written 
leases had existed, were of common occur- 
rence ; and by the present law all persons 
holding these would be disfranchised. He 
approv ed generally, however, of the Bill. 


Mr. BLAKE said that the discussion on 
the second clause was by no means ex- 
haustive. The class of tenants included a 
large number of different kinds, such tor 
instance were those on improving leases. 
Then there were long leases in’ Lower Ca- 
nada which would enfranehis se the tenants, 
while in other parts of the Dominion they 
would not be so. The discussion showed 
the ditticulty of defining the qualifications 
ar.sing out of property. The Minister 


of Justice had enlarged on property 
as a basis while he did not recog- 
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nize the fact that this House had noth- 
ing to do with regulating property. 
He pointed out that ifthe franchise was 
left to the Provinces, there could be no 
cause of dissatisfaction which could not be 
met by the people themselves. He _ be- 
lieved we might fairly trust the franchise 
to the Local Legislatures, at any rate, until 
it was found that they were not worthy of 
that trust. There was no reason why the 
franchise should be uniform. It could 
only be procured by mutual sacrifice from 
all parts of the Dominion, to the satisfac- 
ton ofnone. The effect of this measure 
apon Newfoundland and Prince Edward 
island should not be overlooked. It would, 
he understood, as it’ now stood, disfran- 
chise a large number of the electors of 
these Provinces. Such being the case, ex- 
ceptions must be made in their favor or 
they would never come into the Union. 
It wasimpossible to expect that the peo- 
ple of Newfoundland would vote for Con- 
federation if by doing so they vote away 
their franchise. If exception was made in 
favour of Newfoundland, exception ought 
as well to be made in favour of Algoma, be- 
cause the Billas it now stood would dis- 
franchise nine-tenths of the electors of 
that district. What then becomes of the 
great principle of uniformity on which 
the Government set so much value? The 


' remarks with reference. to Newfoundlind 


might be apphed with equal force to the 
North West and British Columbia. If this 
Bill was passed as it now stood it woulda 
bea very serious blow to the extension 
of Confederation. In view of these facts 
he urged that the Bill be amended so as to 
adopt the franchise of each Province as 
the basis of franchise for the Commons. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that the Committee rise, report progress, 
and ask leave to sit again, in order that 
time might be given for the fullest discus- 
sion on this point. 

The Committee rose, reported progress, 
and obtained leave to sit again to-morrow. 


THE BUDGET. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked when the 
Budget would be brought down. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the es- 
timates were almost ready to be brought 
down. They had been for some time in 
the hands of the printer, and it was possi- 
ble they might be laid on _ the table to- 
morrow. It was absolutely impossible for 
him to say, befure the estimates were laid 
on the table, when he could make the 
financial statement. 


RUMOURED KILLING AT RED RIVER. 
In answer to Mr. BLAKE, 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had received no official 
or reliable information of a man _ being 
shot at Fort Garry, by order of the Pro- 
visional Government. He had received a 
private telegram from a gentleman at St. 
Paul's, informing him that it was reported 
that a person named Scott had been shot 
by the Provisional Government. What 
foundation there was for this report he did 
not know. 


Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the Government 
had taken measures to obtain accurate in- 
formation in the matter, because if any 
parties at Fort Garry had gone the length 
of taking a Canadian life, he trusted the 
Government would not be wanting in their 
duty in the matter. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had taken steps to acquire 
accurate information, not only in that mat- 
ter butin others relating to affairs in Red 
River. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the report of 
Scott being shot was in the newspapers five 
days ago. It was somewhat extraordinary, 
if the report were true, that the Govern- 
ment had not received information of it 
even before the newspapers. 

In answer to.Mr. BLAKE, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had no further informa- 
tion respecting the delegation from Red 
River, but were in hourly expectation of 
news on that point, as well ason the other 
referred to. 


The House adjourned at 12.5. 


Law. 
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Orrawa, March 30th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


BANKING POLICY. 


Hon Mr. HAZEN gave notice of motion 
for an address, for copies of petitions and 
remonstrances from certain Bankers and 
others in Halifax, asking the Government 
to abandon their policy announced by the 
resolutions of the Ist of March, of assimi- 
lating the Currency of Nova Scotia to that 
of the Dominion. His object was to ascer- 
tain what possible argument, or at all 
events new ones, could be advanced by 
the Bankers to induce the Government to 
adopt the vacillating course of abandoning 
their policy, and submitting to the humill- 
ation cf withdrawing their resolutions. 
He could not think the Government could 
doso. The assimilating of the currency 
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was one of the strongest po.nts made use 
of in New Brunswick in favour of Confe- 
deration, when strongly opposed. An 
estimate had been made that the trade of 
St. John suffered a loss of £30,000 a year 
from the depreciated Nova Scotia notes 
forced upon them. It might be more or 
less. The policy of the Government was, 
of course, supported by, and adopted on 
the suggestion of the President of the 
Council (Hon. Mr. Kenny) and the Secre- 
tary for the Provinces (Hon. Mr. Howe) 
members of the Privy Council, where this 
measure was sanctioned, than whom no 
two persons in the Dominion had a more 
thorough knowledge of the trade, cur- 
rency and circulation of the Lower Pro- 
vinces, and the injury inflicted by the pre- 
sent currency on New Brunswick. Having 
introduced these resolutions, which had 
been received in New Brunswick as an act 
of justice long delayed, how could they 
assent to renounce that policy on the mere 
suggestion of a deputation of Senators, 
and members from Nova Scotia. If any 
new facts could be adduced not known 
when these resolutions were introduced, he 
would like to hear what they were. It was 
said it would be inconvenient to Nova 
Scotia. It might be so; but that was no 
new argument. It was said that England, 
France, andthe United States were about 
adopting the Nova Scotia currency. That 
might or might not happen in five or fifty 
years, or perhaps never. But these argu- 
ments, if they could be called such, were 
well known to every childin the Domin- 
ion, as well as to the Privy Council, when 
the policy of the Government was adopt- 
ed. He hoped the Government had not 
finally changed their minds on the subject, 
and thus prolong a great grievance in New 
Brunswick, and on which the people there 
felt more strongly than hon. members had 
any idea of. It was no doubt a subject on 
which gentlemen from Nova Scotia could 
afford to be jocose, but it was too serious a 
matter to trifle with, and so it would be 
found, if the result was as he anticipated, 
that the attempt to conciliate Nova Scotia 
to the detriment of the other Provinces, 
was to be continued as the adopted policy 
of the Government. 


OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Official Arbitrators’ Powers 
Bill, and br.efly. explained its object. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER pe ST. JUST 
pointed out that the right of appeal was 
taken away by the Bull. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he would 
make enquiries into the matter betove the 
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House went into Committee on the Bill, 
and would then be prepared to explain. 
The Bill was then read a second time. 


Business. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the Secretary of State for the Provinces 
Bill—Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD in the chair. 

The Committee rose and reported the 
Bill with amendments; and the Bill was 
read a third time. 


COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


aa 


The fourth report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing was then adopted. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 30, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


PROTECTION. 


Mr. MAGILL presented a number of 
petitions for the protection of Canadian 
products. 


FRACTIONAL CURRENCY. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD presented a petition 
from the Brantford Board of Trade against 
the issue of Fractional Currency. 


MERCHANTS’ BANK, HALIFAX... 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD introduced a 
i Bill to amend the Act incorporating the 
Merchants’ Bank of Halifax. 


NOVA SCOTIA SUBSIDY. 


Mr. BLAKE moved that a humble pe- 
tition be presented to Her Majesty, pray- 
ing that she will be pleased to cause a 
measure to be submitted to the Imperial 
Parliament providing that the Parliament 
of Canada shall not have power to disturb 
the financial relations established by the 
British North America Act between Canada 
‘and the several Provinces, as altered by 
the Act respecting Nova Scotia. He said 
he was quite aware of the gravity of pro- 
posing an amendment to the Constitution 
on theoretical grounds. The wiser and 
more statesmanlike course would be to 
endeavour to work the Constitution so as 
to produce the least amount of evil until 
a practical grievance arose, than to attempt 


to make it theoretically perfect. And 
the humble part he had _ taken, 
heretofore, or was now about to 


- 


769 


take, did not in the slightest degree con- 
fliet with those sentiments. In making the 
proposition before the House, it was ne- 
cessary that he should point out briefly 
the position in which he considered this 
matter to stand. There were two kinds of 
amendments which might be proposed to 
our Constitution—one was a change in the 
letter of the written Constitution, so as to 
make it conform to its spirit and intent, 
and the other was a change in the spirit 
and intent of the Constitution as experi- 
ence may prove to be desirable. These 
two kinds of amendments were materially 
different. His proposition belonged to the 
former kind; its object was to make the 


Nova Scotia 


p letter of the Constitution accord with its 


spirit and intent. His motion was based 
upon the view that so far as the question 
could be settled by this Parliament, and 
elsewhere it was adjudged that this Parlia- 
ment had power to disturb the financial 
arrangements established by the Confed- 
eration Act as between itself and the 
Provinces. This Parliament had so de- 
cided last session, and the advisers of the 
Crown had given their opinion that 
Parliament was right in that particular. 
He was not wanting in the respect that was 
properly due to those who, for the time 
being, were advisers of the Crown, but these 
gentlemen were not infallible. They had 
of late given two opinions with reference 
to the transactions that have trken place 
in this country. With reference to the 
Nova Scotia question they had decided 
that this Government were right ; and with 
reference to the Intercolonial loan that the 
Government were wrong; the Government 
still continued to hold that they were 
right. He was prepared to agree with 
them that the question was not to be de- 
cided by the ipse dixit of the Attorney 
General of England; but he expected the 
same view should be taken with reference 
to his motion. If there were any means of 
pressing this quest.on further he should 
feel it his duty to press it; but there were 
not. For all practical purposes it must be 
taken to be decided that according to the 
letter of the Constitution, Parliament had 
this power. He was not disposed, and in 
this Parliament it would be useless to at- 
tempt to disturb the arrangement with 
Nova Scotia, but it was by no means cer- 
tain that it might not be disturbed in the 
future. What Parliament did on that oc- 
casion it may at some future time undo. 
The additional subsidy given to Nova Sco- 
tia did not rest upon the same secure basis 
as the original subsidy provided for in the 
Union Act. But although he was op- 
posed to the grant to Nova Scotia in the 
way it was given, he was prepared to put 
that grant upon the same secure basis as 
the other subsidy, provided that by the 
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same transaction which secured that grant 
to Nova Scotia, an end is put to interfer- 
ence by this Legislature with the financial 
arrangements between Canada and the 
Provinces. ‘This question came before us 
uncomplicated by any particular case, and 
could be dealt with upon its merits. In 
making this proposal he did not wish 
to have it understood that he had aban- 
doned any one of the views he formerly 
entertained. On the contrary, the more he 
considered the matter, the more he was 
convinced that even according to the 
letter of the Constitution, apart from its 
spirit, he was right in the ground he had 
taken. His opinion was, th.t the propo- 
sition he had made was one of vital con- 
sequence to the success of Confederation. 
The intent of the Confederation Act, as 
understood by its promotersand by the 
people who approved of it, was shown by 
a provision in the Quebec resolutions, 
which was to the effect that the 80 cents. 
per head was to be in full of all future de- 
mands upon the general Government for 
local purposes. He did not say that the 
framers of the Act intended to depart from 
these resolutions; but the words in the 
Union Act were somewhit different. Dur- 
ing the debate on the Quebec resolutions, 
the present Minister of Agriculture had 
taken strong objections to them, and 
pointed out in prophetic language, that 
funds from the general revenue might be 
obtained for local purposes under those 
resolutions, What wasthe greit difficulty 
that it was sought to get rid of by 
Confederation? It was well known 
that complaints had been made in times 
past, whether well-founded or not he would 
not say, that the general revenues were 
applied to local services altogether out of 
proportion to the revenue paid by those 
localities. It was held during the Confed- 
eration debates that Confederation would 
put an end to these complaints for ever. 
He made bold to say, and he challenged 
any gentleman from Ontirio to dare to de- 
ny the statement, that the scheme of Con- 
federation would not have been carried in 
his constituency, if it had been supposed 
that after the passage of that scheme, it 
would still be competent for this Parliz- 
ment to renew the old discussion about 
local expenditure, and to propose further 
grants in favour of lo:al services out of the 
general revenues. Thit being so in On- 
tario, he presumed that the same view was 
taken by the people of the Lower Pro- 
vinees, seeing thit they would hive a mi- 
nority in the General Parliament, and be 
more liable to have their financial arrange- 
ments changed by Ontario, than Ontario to 
have theirs chinged by the Lower Pro- 
vinees. Therefore he could not believe that 
the Confederation Act was assented to by 
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the Lower Provinces, or by those who repre- | 
sented them in that matter, with the un- 
derstanding that the financial arrange- 
ments fixed by that Act could be changed 
by this Parliament, in which they would 
have aminority; It was no answer to say 
that the subsidies could not be reduced. 
If they could be increased to any particu- 
lar Province the same effect would follow ; 
and certainly those gentlemen from the 
Maritime Provinces never anticipated when 
entering into the compact, thatthe general 
revenues of Canada might be applied to 
the local services of any Province, accord- 
ing to the decision ofa majority in the Gen- 
eral Parliament in which they would have 
aminority. He said the question had also to 
be considered with reference to what effect 
the disturbance of the financial relations 
would have on the coming into the union 
ot the other Maritime Provinces. If they 
are to be told that the Federal funds can 
be applied to local purposes, will they 
come into a union where their representa- 
tives would be comparatively so few. By 
the Constitution it was acknowledged, that 
while for some purposes our interests are 
common, yet for others they are not com- 
mon, but diverse. ‘Those who advocated a 
legislative union adopted the basis that 
our interests were common. In Ontario 
the supporters of such a union were very 
few, among them being the hon. gentle- 
man now chief adviser to the Crown. So 
small was their number that that gentle- 
man took up the other project and pro- 
fessed himself an advocate of it. It has 
been conclusively declared under the Con- 
stitution, that our interests are not com- 
mon, that each Province has local inter- 
ests, services and works, which may be a 
great source of prosperity to that Province, 
but which are not of such great consequence 
or interest to the whole, as to form the 
subject of determination in the common 
Parliament; therefore it was determined, 
that there was to be community 
of interests on which we were to be uni- 
ted, and that there wasa_ diversity of 
interests of others, on which, those of us 
who were severed before, were to remain 
severeiand those of us who were united 
were to become severed. The inevitable 
consequence is, that while we are dealing 
with funds which we raised under Con- 
federation, we have to apply them to fede- 
ral purposes, but local wants are to be met 
with local funds, except so far as has 
been arranged by the Union Act. It was 
utterly opposed to the very essence of the 
federal union to do otherwise, as eich Pro- 
vince must be interested in the accomplish- 
ment and furtherance of the work before 
the federal moneys are to be applied there- 
to. Ifthe opposite principle wis carried 
a little further than has been done, it 
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would be absolutely destructive of the 
Constitution. Instead of giving money to 
the Local Legislature, itmight be given 


Subsidy. 


'to the Government of the day, or in_ pay- 


ment of local services. We might ex- 
tend our protective hands, and expend 
some of the gold which hon. gentlemen 
opposite are so lavish of in paying the 
salaries of the local members, officials, 
or governors. There was no saying what 
prank the House might be call- 
ed upon to play under their 
reading of the Constitution, which allows 
it to meddle with local works and wants, 
besides paying the price mentioned in the 
Union Act. Representation by popula- 
tion, it had been found, was not the cor- 
rect principle to work upon in this matter, 
just on account of this diversity of interests 
in the different portions of the Provinces. 
According to those who have thought most 
on the subject, you solve the problem 
with representation by population, 
if . you have. community of in- 
terests, but if you have not that com- 
munity you do not solve it. This was 
the very foundation of our Constitution. 
This Constitution is acompact between the 
Provinces, and the Imperial Act expressly 
stutes that its object is to ratify that 
treaty. The Provinces have entered into 
a partnership and have agreed that we have 
common wants and interests, that we must 
raise money to meet those common wants, 
but we, each of us, have private families 
of our owu to provide for, and it is a mani- 
fest breach of the partnership for this Par- 
liament to interfere and take from the 
common stock, to apply to locil purposes 
not common to the whole. He believed 
the people of Ontario had good reason to 
complain of the terms of the original com- 
pact, some gentlemen say Quebec had 
reason to complain. Notwithstanding that, 
no word of complaint has been heard from 
Ontario in this House or out of it, because 
the people were willing to accept the ar- 
rangement as a finality, because under the 
old constitution they were subject to great 
wrongs for which they sought redress, and 
they accepted this as the price of that re- 
dress. Although a good argument might 
have been made against hon. gentlemen 
opposite at the elections, about the un- 
fairness of the financial arrangements, 
this had not been done, because the peo- 
ple of Ontario were prepared to leave the 
matter as it was without one word of com- 
plaint. but it was impossible to disguise 
from ourselves this, that if the question 
was not to be settled, it was not to be 
treited as a final closing up of the ques- 
tion, so far as the legislative power of this 
Parliament was concerned. It would be 
the bounden duty of those who hail from 
Ontario, to assert what they believe to be 
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right and just towards ther Province. He 
was not prepared for an instant to con- 
ceive that it would be just to the Province 
of Ontario to admit that the settlement 
was a fair one. He_ believed that 
when fairly considered it would 
be found very much the reverse, and he 
implored those who were desirous of 
not seeing this Parliament present,the spec- 
tacle of a so-called Federal Legislature 
split up into sectional camps, having their 
dividing lines, not by their principles, but by 
the Province from which they came, to 
come at once to a settlement of this mat- 
ter. He could not conceive any other re- 
sult from the rejection of this motion, than 
the assumption of the principle, that it is 
in accordance with the spirit of the Consti- 
tution ; that it is a proper thing ; that it is 
part of our legislative pcwer to vote the 
common funds of Canada towards the local 
wants of the several Provinces. Some ob- 
jection might be urged to the motion, on 
the ground that we should not go to Eng- 
land to deprive us of a power we now have. 
He did not believe it was designed that we 
should have such power, and he would not 
be deterred by any such false view of the 
case. It might have been arranged that a 
reserve power should exist; that if a cer- 
tain number of the Provinces agreed, a 
change in the Constitution might have 
taken place ; but that power was not fixed, 


and consequently it remained with 
the Imperial Parliament. No doubt 
a change would be granted on the 


applicatiou of the Canadian Parliament 
if at any time it made up its mind to that 
effect. The feeling of the people of On- 
tario was strikingly evinced in the recent 
session of that Parliament, when a vote of 
64 against 12 was passed, that it was in the 
highest degree necessary that the Imperial 
Parliament should enact, that this Parlia- 
ment had not the power to alter the Con- 
stitution. He considered his resolution a 
step of the most important Province to- 
wards obtaining the sense of the people on 
the subject. He did not see why they 
should not at once and for ever settle the 
question, which, if left as it 1s, would, to 
his mind, be sooner or later the source of 
a weakness which may in the end be the 
dissolution of the union. 

Mr. O'CONNOR believed the subject 
could be brought within narrow limits. 
He believed the motion was predicated on 
an extremely erroneous view of the rela- 
tions of the Provinces after Confederation. 
It was predicated on the false assumption 
that Nova Scotia was in the same. position 
in relation to Confederation as the other 
Provinces. The three Provinces, Ontario, 
Quebec and New Brunswick confirmed the 
Act, while Nova Scotia had repudiated it, 
and therefore stood in a different position. 
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That the arrangement was wise and_poli- 
tic none could deny, as possibly a rebellion 
was thereby prevented. The settlement 
was an act of which the Secretary of State 
might be proud, and he believed the Pro- 
vinces would hereafter acknowledge this. 
Last session the member for West Durham 
denied the power of this Legislature to make 
this settlement and several others from 
Ontario sided with him. He (Mr. O’Connor) 
then took an opposite view and was rather 
hooted at for it, and it was gratifying to 
him to find the law officers of the Crown 
sustaining him, and it occurred to him 
that members from Ontario who followed 
him (Mr. Blake) then, need not do so now. 
The position is now entirely different. 
There were other reasons against the 
motion. One that it called on this House to 
stultify itself. It was to ask the Queen by 
the advice of Her Parliament to deprive 
them of the right of regulating their own 
affairs, it was to overturn responsible 
Government, gained after so many hard 
struggles. They who had been made to 
feel like men were again to call themselves 
children, because they had had too much 
liberty and wanted part of it taken away. 
He recollected the struggles for respon- 
sible Government that had taken place, 
involving the right of regulating their own 
internal affairs, and the present would show 
how far they had been mistaken. They 
had the singular position of a gentleman 
who had been pitchforked into a 
foremost position by the necessi- 
ties of an almost expiring party, and 
two hon. gentlemen, the members for 
Shefford and Sherbrooke, with Independ- 
ence proclivities, ready to support him in 
proclaiming the people of Canada 
were unable to regulate their own 
affairs. The party now in opposition 
to the Government might be look- 
ed on as the contradictory glass, com- 
posed of those who thought they had too 
much liberty, and of those who thought 
they should be free of the Crown 
altogether. He saw nothing in the 
motion but its absurdity, which the 
mover appeared himself to feel. He 
saw nothing to lead any who voted against 
the motion last year to change this, as 
no other Province could be placed in the 
same situation as Nova Scotia was, and so 
much the more as the law had not been 
invoked on this occasion, as had been done 
last—it being acknowledged that that was 
against the mover. 

Mr. BLAKE denied this. 

Mr. O'CONNOR summed up his argu- 
ment in a few words. 

Mr. JOLY was rather startled to hear 


that this sum had stopped a revolution im 
Nova Scotia; he thought too well of the 
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Province to think so. 
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unconstitutional. The Minister of Justice 


the Province last summer and was aston- | had listened to the long debates that took 
ished to perceive the deep seated discon- | place during the discussions on Confedera- 


tent that existed; a great part of which 
was well founded. They felt they had lost 
control of their own affairs, and the small 
number of representatives they had in this 
House gave good ground for it. Unfortu- 
nately, too, the repeal of the Reciprocity 
Treaty followed Confede ation, and was re- 
garded by the ignorant as part ofit. Even 
the well informed asked, if Confederation 
had done no evil, what good had it done? 
And when he found in the United States 
that it was said that they did not want re- 
ciprocity with Canada, but with Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, he understood how 
some portion of their bitterness was aggra- 
vated. It would take time to conciliate 
Nova Scotia, but he did not think the ad- 
ditional subsidy could do it. That had 
neither been useful nor necessary, and was 
besides introducing a dangerous preced- 
ent, 


Mr. MAGILL felt that the public mind 
had been unsettled by the breach of the 
British North America Act. They had 
regarded it as a panacea, but were disap- 
pointed at what had already been done, 
and nothing would settle the public mind 
more than a declaration that the Act must 
be maintained. It had been stated last 
session by the Minister of Militia that the 
sum mentioned was the minimum, but the 
effect of giving increased grants would be 
as disastrous, as taking off from a Pro- 
vince any funds to which it was entitled. 
‘The distractions consequent on quarrels 
about local expenditures had threatened 
great dangers, and this had’ but renewed 
them, and further danger should be ob- 
viated as there was now nothing to pre- 
yent the same confusion as once existed. 
The argument of the member for Essex, 
was but a premium for disaffection, and 
if there was any time when the Constitution 
should be preserved, it was when such dis- 
affection existed. He believedif they had 
done wrong, then they would not stultify 
themselves but the contrary. He did not 
believe with the Independents in breaking 
through the Constitution, which he held 
ought to be maintained. He believed if 
they were only true to themselves they 
could maintain the Constitution, and not 
tear it up in a fit of discontent. The Consti- 
tution had been obtained to put an end to 
tocal works paid for out of the general 
revenue, but such a breach of the law just 
re-opened this question. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD would say nothin& 
of the propriety of the grant that had been 
made, the op.nion of the law officers of the 
Crown showed that it was lawful, but he 

was more convince than ever that it was 


tion, and not one speaker took any other 
ground than that the financial settlement 
was final. The 64th Resolution conclusively 
settled this, and its language was substan- 
tially embodied in the Act. The words 
could mean nothing else. It could not 
mean that it was not to be final. The 
member for Essex held that there was no- 
thing in the Act that could not be changed 
by this Parliament. Could they change 
the ratio of representation in the boundar- 
ies of the Provinces. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
representatives of Quebec could be in- 
creased to a hundred. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—Yes, but not the rati? 
The intention was clearly that the settle- 
ment was final. If not sostated in the Im- 
perial Act, it was distinctly stated in the 
Quebec Resolutions, and therefore the in- 
tention was that it should be final. It 
could be easily shewn that in making the 
financial arrangements of Confederation 
Ontario made great sacrifices; she made 
them willingly, but she would never have 
done so if she had ever supposed that the 
financial arrangements could be changed 
by this Parliament. The highest good of 
all the Provinces demanded that this should 
be fixed. 


Hon. Mr, ARCHIBALD said he had no 
doubt the member for Lotbiniere had given 
a faithful account of his experience in 
Nova Scotia. But if he had sifted the 
matter, he would have found that the feel- 
ing of which he spoke was not peculiar to 
Nova Scotia, but existed in almost every 
country of a small population, when an- 
nexed to a large population. It was not 
that the people of Nova Scotia thought 
they had lost their rights, because they 
had the same rights now as ever, but be- 
cause they had not the same dominant 


| power over the administration of public 


affairs. The same feeling existed among 
the people of Prince Edward Island, when 
it was first proposed to unite that island 
to Nova Scotia, though it was admitted on 
all sides that that union would have been 
beneficial to the island. The same feeling 
was manifested in Scotland at the time of 
its legislative union with England. But 
these feelings had disappeared before the 
great benefits brought about by the 
Union. So he believed it would be with 
the people of Nova Scotia. It was not the 
receiving of any amount of money, but 
the conviction that their rights would not 
be neglected in this Parliament, that 
would sweep away such feelings. He 
felt some delicacy in approaching this 
subject, the more so as he did not 
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think that any very great boon had been 
conferred upon Nova Scotia by the finan- 
cialarrangement of last session. He must 
confess that on this subject his opinions 
differed from those of a large number of 
members from Nova Scotia, but he felt it 
due to himself to state these opinions. In 
1864 when the delegites from the Pro- 
vinces met in Quebec, Nova Scotia was en- 
gaged in the construction of a railway. 
In 1865 it was assumed by the Nova Scotia 
Legislature that Confederation was not like- 
ly to goon, and they undertook the con- 
struction of a railway from Truro to Pictou. 
In 1866 when delegates met in London to 
carry out the arrangements in connection 
with Confederation, this work wasin an 
inchoate condition. It was agreed by 
the delegates that the railways should be 
handed over to the Dominion Government. 
At that time the railway was only about 
half completed and something over a mil- 
lion had been spent upon it, andit was 
handed over to the Dominion in that con- 
dition. The Dominion took the railway, 
completed it at a cost of over a million dol- 
lars, and charged that to Nova Scotia, and 
- it formed part of the eight millions of debt 
with which Nova Scotia entered the Union. 
What he had always contended was, that 
the Dominion should have taken the 
railway in the condition in which it was, 
and completed it at its own expense. 
The same principle he held should 
have been applied to other public 
works in Nova Scotia. Ifa fair settlement 
had been made on this principle, Nova 
Scotia would have been in as good a position 
under the original terms of the Constitu- 
tion, as she was now under the increased 
subsidy of last session. Unfortunately he 
had not been in a position to carry out 
this view. He believed he would not be 
violating any confidence instating, that 
both at Quebec and London it was under- 
stood by the delegates, that when 
the Confederation Act would be passed, any 
accounts that might be outstanding be- 
tween the different Provinces and the Do- 
minion, should be settled on some fair and 
equitable basis. But the people of Nova 
Scotia, under the influence of the feelings 
he had referred to, rejected the delegates, 
from their confidence and elected men who 
held different views, and no arrange- 
ments were made, or _ negotiations 
entered into for the settlement of outstand- 
ing accounts between Nova scotia and the 
Dominion. He did not conceive that un- 
der the arrangements of last session, Nova 
Scotia had received anything more than it 
was intended she should receive under-the 
arrangement made at Quebec. With re- 
ference to the motion before the House, it 
was based on the assumption that we had 
now the power to increase the subsidy to 
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any one Province. He entirely agreed 
with the member for Essex, that if we had 
that power, it was the first instance in 
which a deliberative body had gravely gone 
to asuperior Power to pray that she should 
be deprived of certain powers (hear, hear). 
‘Lhe logical conclusion of the argument of 
the member for West Durham was this: 
This solemn compact was entered into by 
four Provinces acting independently. IY 
that compact was to be changed it should 
not be done by this House but by the 
Provinces, (hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—It is not proposed to 
alter the original compact, but carry it 
out. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said that Par. 

liament could not diminish the subsidy te 
any Province, but he argued that it had 
power to spend surplus revenue in any 
part of the Dominion it chose. If Par- 
lament thought proper it could vote the 
entire surplus revenue to the Province of 
Ontario, but of course the check against 
any conduct like that would always be 
public opinion. To ask the Imperial Par- 
liament to deprive us. of the right to ex- 
pend surplus revenue, where Parliament 
pleased, would be doing an injustice to 
ourselyes and would stultify our conduct 
of last session. Last -session Parliament 
had decided that it had this power, and he 
disapproved of changing that decision. He 
would therefore move in amendment, that 
this House adheres to the decision of the 
Parliament of Canada at 1ts last session as 
embodied in the Act entitled ‘‘ An Act re. 
specting Nova Scotia.’’ 
' Mr. BLAKE objected that the amend. 
ment was out of order, as it did not appear 
to him to be an amendment to the main 
motion. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the motion not 
only was not an amendment, but affirmed. 
the main motion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD could 
not see under what pretext the resolution 
could be declared not an amendment, and 
perfectly in order, because the motion 
would reverse a policy adopted by the 
House. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked what the policy 
was. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said. 
that was not the subject under discussion. 
The policy would be found in the Act. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that no policy was 
announced ; there was an Act done towards 
Nova Scotia, but nothing further. 

Hon. Mr: DUNKIN thought it was clearly 
a censure upon this Parliament for passing 
the Act of last session, if the motion was car- 
ried. It was proposed to ask Her Majesty 
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to prevent them from altering the North 
America Act, as they had done last ses- 
sion. 

After some further discussion on the 
point of order, at six o’clock the House 
rose. 


AFTER RECESS, 


—_———— 


BILLS FROM SENATE. 


The following Bills were received from 
the Senate: An Act relating to extradition 
of criminals to the United States; an Act 
respecting cruelty to animals; respecting 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons ; respect- 
ing Certificates to Masters and Mates of 
sailing Vessels, and read a first time. 


COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR. 


Mr. SNIDER moved the third reading 
of the Bill to authorise the township of 
Collingwood to impose and collect tolls 
and harbour dues, and for other purposes. 

Mr. LE VESCONTE protested against 
giving any corporation power to tax ships 
and vessels. That was a power of this 
House, and should not be delegated. 

The Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 


DETROIT RIVER TRANSIT COMPANY. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING moved the third 
reading of the Detroit River Transit Co. 
Bill, which was carried. 


GRAND TRUNK AND BUFFALO AND LAKE 
HURON RAILWAYS. 


Mr. WORKMAN moved the House into 
Committee, on the Act respecting the 
Grand Trunk Railway, and Buffalo and 
Lake Huron Co. 


Mr. MoCALLUM before going into Com- 
mittee said, at present the two lines were 
playing the little game of now you see it, 
and now you don’t see it. It was impossi- 
ble to tell who was responsible for dam- 
ages, and he did not believe that this Bill 
would make that any clearer. There was 
at present an application for a grant for a 
harbour of refuge on Lake Huron, which 
the Grand Trunk was to have built. The 
fact was, the Grand Trunk Railway Com- 
pany was like a millstone round the neck 
of the people. In actions for damages 
done, even when a verdict was got, it was 
impossible to fix the responsibility. It 
was clear the Company had a mortgage on 
the country, and could get what they 
wanted. 


Hon. Mr. Dunkin. 
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Dr. BOWN said that it had been agreed 
that an amendment should be made in 
Committee, which would relieve the fears 
of those interested. 

The House then went into Committee, 
and passed the Bill with an amendment— 
Third reading to-morrow. 


Business. 


RAILWAY BILLS. 


Bill to incorporate the Montreal and 
Champlain Junction Railway Company, 
and Bill to incorporate the St. Francis and 
Megantic International Railway Company 
were passed through Committee—Third 
reading to-morrow. 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR. 


Bill to authorise the town of Belleville 
to impose and collect harbour dues, anda 
Bill to amend the Act of Incorporation of 
the Great Western Railway claim were 
read a second time. 

On the latter Bill, Hon. Mr. HOLTON — 
said, that when the House went into Com- 
mittee, the point would be raised as to 
whether the question of change of gauge 
was not one on which the Royal Assent 
was necessary, because the Great Western 
Railway had accepted the gauge as one of 
the provisions of its charter. 


LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND ST. LAWRENCE 
CANALS. 


The Bill to incorporate a company for 
the construction of a Ship Canal to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Champlain and 
the River St. Lawrence, was also read a 
second time. 


The debate on Mr. Elsie avesahation was 
resumed, 


NOVA SCOTIA SUBSIDY. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the amend- 
ment proposed by Mr. Archibald was an 
amendment to the motion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that it could not be denied that if the 
measure could have,and hadbeen before any 
one of the Legislatures of any of the Pro- 
vinces, or before the Union, that it would 
have come quite within the competence 
of the Province to deal with it. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it could not have 
been before any of them. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that what he wanted to state, was that all 
power conferred by Royal Charter on the 
Provinces now composing the Dominion, 
the power of dealing with taxation, and 
the revenues of the country, was continued 
still to either the Dominion or Local Leg- 
islatures. During the Crime.n war, the hon. 
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gentleman would remember, that the Par- 
liament of Canada voted, almost by accla- 
mation, the sum of twenty thousand pounds 
for the relief of the French and English 
soldiers. That was not a matter which 
affected the interests of the Province, but it 
was received by the Imperial Government 
with gratitude asan evidence of our good 
will. The power which we then had 
to deal with such subjects still re- 
mains in some form or other’ in 
either the central or Provincial Parliament. 

It was not the intention of the Legislatures 
of any of the Provinces, nor of the Impe- 
rial Parliament, to diminish that power 
one iota. He contended that the House 
still had the power of spending its money 
as it saw fit. The hon. member for West 
Durham spoke of the reserve power. Of 
course, there was a reserve power in the 
Imperial Parliament, as the paramount 
authority, but there is not a reserve, but a 
conferred power, in this Legislature. It 
had the right to do what it liked with its 
_ own; to raise such revenues as it thought 
proper, to expend that money as it thought 
proper, to misuse it if it thought proper. 

No authority could prevent it, andit would 
be an infringement of the principles of re- 
sponsible Government if the case were 
otherwise. The British North America 
Act contained the same words as did. the 
Act of 1791, which conferred upon the Pro- 

vinces of Upper and Lower Canada the 
power to deal with ‘the peace, order and 
good government of the Provinces.’’ — Be- 

fore this matter was referred to England, 

last year, it was fully agreed upon as the 
opinion of the Parliament of Canada. We 
sometimes heard sneers against the opinions 
ef the Crown law officers in England, 

but from their official position, besides 
their status as lawyers, their opinions 
should be looked upon with respect. He 

quite agreed with the member for West 
Durham that their opinions were not in- 

fallible, but still they must be listened to 
with every respect,especially in this case 

when they were sought for by the Minis- 

try, a leading member of which was the 
Lord Chancellor, the highest Judge in the 

land. For all practical purposes this judg- 

ment was final and there was no repeal 
from it. Therefore we could rest perfect- 

ly satisfied that our action was perfectly 
constitutional, within our power, and can 
only be reversed by an Act of the Imperial 
Parliament. The Hon. member for West 
Durham was willing to accept the Act oflast 
Session though he had considered it a blow 
at the constitution, provided it should not 
bedoneagain. This he thought was neither 
good political morality, nor good constitu- 
tionallaw. Supposing we did pass this mo- 
tion, it was not to be expected that after the 
decision of the Imperial Government they 
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would grant the request contained in the 
motion. He held that the Act of last 
Session was proper and that it had preven- 
ted Nova Scotia from becoming more and 
more discontented, and from deeply 
injuring the prospect of Confederation. 
The Imperial Parliament had thrown upon 
the Dominion Government the duty of 
doing just.ce to Nova Scotia, and it was no 
more than justice to do as they had done 
last Session. The late Province of Canada 
and New Brunswick had deferred all their 
public works after the Quebec Convention 
until Confederation was accomplished. 
Nova Scotia had not done so, but had ex- 
pended large sum of money on public 
works which all went into the hands of the 
Dominion; and it was nothing but just 
that the Dominion — should _ give 
back to Nova Scotia what she had 
spent since the Quebec Conference. Thank 
God the Dominion was rich enough to be 
honest. Gentlemen opposite did not 
always adhere to the Quebec Resolutions. 
Last session when the resolutions respect- 
ing Newfoundland were before the Uouse, 
although it was provided by these Quebec 
Resolutions that the Dominion should buy 
up all the Crown Lands, gentlemen on the 
opposition benches supported an amend- 
ment against that arrangement respecting 
Newfoundland. They did not think the 
Quebec Resolutions were so sacred that 
they couid not be amended. How did 
the Parliament of the United Kingdom 
treat Ireland after 1800? Every one of 
the arrangements entered into respecting 
revenue, had since been altered, as he 
showed by the report of the special com- 
mittee appointed to investigate the matter. 
It was well known with what difficulty 
the Union had been carried, and yet the 
arrangements were altered shortly after. 
That this Parliament had acted wisely 
and justly was evidenced by the decision 
of the Imperial Parliament, as well as by 
the altered tone of the representatives 
of Nova Scotia in dealing with general in- 
terests and enterng heartily into their 
consideration, even although many would 
still be anxious to be separated. But they 
would all confess they had been treated just- 
ly here. Allhad heard of the struggles of 
nations for liberty ; and of English patriots 
not fearing to wade through blood and war. 
They saw how the Colonial system had 
grown up from a bureauocracy to respon- 
sible Government, won by persistent exer- 
tions. But history was silent on any case 
but this, where a people said they had too 
much liberty and were not fit to be trusted 
with their own money, like the lunatic, 
feeling the fit coming on him, asking to 
be manacled. A people which considers 
itself a nation which some thought fit to 
walk alone, they asserted was not fit to 
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spend its own money. All remembered 
when Potts proposed to declare the Prince 
of Wales to be entitled to be Regent by 
Divine right, it was declared he ought to 
be unwhigged. They could not unwhig 
the mover for bringing forward a motion 
to deprive the people of their liberty, 
which might have been expected from 
an old Tory like himself daughter). Had 
he brought forward such a moticn, how 
many stones would have been thrown at 
his head. He held that he and his friends 
were the exponents of the wishes of the 
people, and would maintain their liberty. 
Then, of what use was the motion? The 
mover says that the alteration would have 
been obtained by an Address to the Impe- 
rial Parliament. It would not, therefore, 
prevent all the log-rolling, and all they 
would obtain by this was amess of pottage. 
The Imperial Parliament had handed over 
all power to the Dominion, except the 
treaty making power and that of making 
peace and war. Everything asked for 
would be given, just as was done in 1841, 
when everything asked for was given at 
once, and all the changes at once acceded 
to, even the Civil list. And so the attack 
upon the Constitution was useless, worse 
than a crime—it was a blunder. Nobody 
knew this better than the member for 
Lambton. He did not know how he was going 
to vote, but if he supported the motion of 
Mr. Blake, he would vote against all his re 
corded opinions. He declared that the 
salary to the Governor, fixed at £10,000, 
was an infringement on the rights of the 
people, and would not be satistied till the 
stain was removed by asserting the duty 
of miintaining the right of this House to 
deal with its own money. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—It was a good vote. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—So 
good that he would follow it. He would 
move an amendment in the very words of 
that motion, that it is the undeniable privi- 
lege of Parliament to fix and determine the 
amount of all expenses chargeable to the 
public funds of the country (cheers and 
laughter.) 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was a mistake 
of the Minister of Justice if he thought he 


would embarrass him by this amendment. { strapper. 


His amendment then was to the motion of 
the Minister of Justice, who maintained that 
the Imperial Parliament had a right to ex- 
pend any money of this country that it 
chose for civil Government. He was. how- 
ever, compelled by indignant public opin- 
ion, as expressed by the members of the 
House, and was compelled to accept his 
motion. He was amused by hearing the 
Minister of Justice refer to a book with 
which he was less familiar than with the 
Statute Book. He charged the member for 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonaid. 


[COMMONS] 


T84 


West Durham with troubling Israel. Ifhe 
was satisfied to occupy the position of the 
other parties to the parallel, that gentle- 
man need not be dissatisfied. He did not 
seem to be aware that the quotation referred 
to the meeting between Ahab and Elijah, 
before the false prophets were put to the 
sword. ‘The prophet Elijah when accused 
of troubling Israel answered, ‘‘I have not 
troubled Israel but thou and thy fathers 
house in that thou hast forsaken the Com- 
mandments of the Lord and followed Baal’ 
(loud laughter and cheers). The Minister 
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| of Justice had followed Bial, and it took 


the prophet in the shape of the member 
for West Durham to bring him back to 
reason and righteousness (renewed laught- 
er). When the Minister of Justice lacked 
argument it was always made known for 
he made up for it by being voluble, noisy 
and declamatory. His first point was that 
they had a perfect right todo what they 
pleased with their own. He denied this. 
They could only do with it according to 
the usages of civilized society. If every 
one could do as he liked with his own, why 
had Ontario been prevented from doing so 
with its own. The Minister of Justice told 
that Government they had no right to vote 
$1000 to the judges because it was against 
the Act. He heldthat he was quite right 
but if the rule was applied there the 
same rule should be applied here. They 
were under this Government as it was 
bound to submit to the Legislation of the 
Imperial Government in this case. 
It was asserted in an Act of last Session 
that that Act was ar amendment of the 
Imperial Act of British North America. 
There was no analogy between our case 
and that of the treaty between England 
and Ireland. In the latter case, there was 
no superior anthority to apply to; but in 
our case we had to apply to the Imperial 
Parliament for the Act of Union. The Min- 
ister of Justice had held up the opinion 
of Crown Lawyers as something which 
could not be objected to, but a week had 
not passed since he had sneered at a 
gentleman much higher in the English 
Government thin Crown Law Officers, and 
last session he had characterized the un- 
der Secretary of State as a mere under 
The fact was, in the eyes of the 
Minister of Justice, the Ministers of the 
Crown in England were great or mean, just 
as it suited his purpose to call them for 
the occasion. It was true the member for 
West Durham did accept the decision of the 
House last session, because it was now 
impossible to recall that decision. 
The Minister of Justice had not answered 
a single argument of the member for West 
Durham, but his whole speech was taken, 
up in’ platitudes and declamation. The. 
ground the Opposition took last session.. 
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was, that the Confederation was strictly be-!1n his place and say that it was imagined. 


tween the Provinces, and, therefure, could | 
not be changed by this Parliamént. 
(Mr. Mackenzie) would go as far as any one 
to do justice to all parts of the Union, and 
if the terms of the Union Act were unjust 
to Nova Scotia, he was prepared to go into 
Committee and do all that could be done 
legally to remove that injustice without 
violating the Constitution. The Minister 
of Justice should remember that it was 
possible to raise discontent in other Pro- 
vinces than Nova Scotia. What security 
would Red River or British Columbia have 
that their rights would be respected if it 
was to be laid down that the Constitution 
could be violated by this Parliament. If 
this Confederation was ever to extend 
itself over this continent we must show 
that we are law abiding and treaty observ- 
ing people. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said that Nova Scotia 
would have been compelled, without the 
compromise of last session, to resort to di- 
rect taxation to enable her to maintain her 
local services, whereas Ontario had a large 
surplus on hand, so that the Premier of 
that Province could, as he had been in- 
formed he did, sometimes, carry in his 
waistcoat pocket a bank receipt for some 
two or three millions, which he occasion- 
ally showed to hisfriends. He (Mr. Howe) 
had sat on the Opposition benches for forty 
days and forty nights (laughter), and had 
received no sympathy from any gentleman 
on that side, though the member for 
Lambton had sat withina few feet of him. 
The gentlemen opposite professed to be 
friends of Confederation, but they did all 


they could to defeat the compromise of. 


last session; and had that compromise 
been defeated, he believed every member 
from Nova Scotia would have taken his 
hat and gone home. The result would 
have been that Confederation would have 
been in rather an awkward position. He 
had no doubt the object of the motion of 
the member for West Durham was to ob- 
tain political capital; but he believed the 
people of Ontario would sanction the com- 
promise of last session if properly explained 
to them. 


Mr. BLAKE said, with reference to the 
attacks of the Secretary of State upon the 
member for Lambton, that that gentleman 
had the confidence of his party and a lar ge 
majority of the people of Ontario, His 
(Mr. Blake's] motion did not attack the 
subsidy of last session, but proposed to 
secure it, so that it could never be raised 

again. The question before the House, was 
not whether the proposition of the Minis. 
ter of Justice was sound, but whether 
that proposition or his own was to be pre- 
ferred. He had not he.rd a man stand up 


He | 


or expected, by the people of Canada, 

that this Parliament should have the 
power of altering the terms of the finan- 
cial arrangements entered into. He had 
not in his. arguments, brought up the old 
question discussed last year. He had 
purposely avoided doing so, and had only 
spoken of the future. He contended that 
the grant to the Crimean fund was 
one which was of interest to the common 
welfare, but that the grant to Nova Scotia 
was one of a local nature. He then review- 
ed the several arguments used .in opposi- 
tion to his resolutions. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER replied 
at some length. He said that if the reso- 
lution of the hon. member was passed by 
the House, the Imperial Government would. 
tell them that they did not understand 
their own Constitution, and that they had. 
full power there for all they had done. If 
they passed any Act that was beyond their 
power, it would be null and void. The Im- 
perial Parliament had full right of disallow- 
ing any Act it considered wiconstitutional. 
The money given to Nova Scotia was given 
for the purpose of promoting peace and 
harmony in the Province, and there was 
full constitutional authority for the grant. 
He thought the hon. gentleman should 
have stated in his resolutions the precise 
manner in which he wished the Imperial 
authority to restrict this House in the ex- 
ercise of that Parliamentary control which 
devolved upon it by the Confederation Act. 
The hon. member for Brant had stated as 
one of his reasons for supporting the reso- 
lution, that Lower Canada might also come 
and ask for a further grant. He (Hon. Sir 
George EK. Cartier) could tell the hon. gen- 
tleman that Quebec would never do any- 
thing of the kind. He could scarcely have 
forgotten that Lower Canada came into 
the former Union with a surplus of £200,- 
OOO, and Upper Canada with a debt of $6,- 
000,000. He did not deny that Ontario 
had been very prosperous since that time, 
and he would do all in his power to pro- 
mote it, as all must benefit. by that pros- 
perity- He warned them, however, that 
it was dangerous to keep too large a bal- 
ance in the Treasury, as it would lead to 
importunities and jobbery which would be 
better avoided. He referred to the Brit- 
ish America Act as supporting the views 
he maintained, and quoted several of the 
clauses which gave authority to deal with 
the funds for the promotion of the good 
government and peace of the country. 


Mr. MILLS said the amendment of the 
Minister of Justice laid it down, that this 
Parliament could fix all expenditures 
chargeable on general funds, but this was 
contrary to the Union Act, as under the 
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Act this Parliament could not diminish the | 
subsidy to any of the Provinces. If the 
reading of the law by the Government 
were correct, they could refuse to give any 
one Province anything, as all the funds 
could be appropriated to a particular Pro- 
vince. He maintained that the Act was 
clear and explicit, that they could not 
vary the provisions for the benefit of one 
member of the Confederation. 


Mr. LEVESCONTE thought an ungener- 
ous attack had been made on Nova Scotia, 
which was certainly not calculated to con- 
ciliate the Province. The attack had been 
commenced in the Legislature of Ontario 
to overturn the decision of this Parlia- 
ment. Nova Scotia had been compelled 
to enter into this Confederation, and did 
not raise the cry of Ontario and New 
Brunswick at every second word. They 
had come here prepared to carry out Con- 
federation in good faith (cheers). They 
were taunted with parish politics. That 
rested with Ontario. It was pretended 
that no funds were to be expended in 
opening up harbours. If so, then they 
were returning to the condition of the 
Sandwich Islands. Every true Canadian, 
desirous of consolidating the Dominion, 
should try to show that he was a friend to 
Nova Scotia, and they would reciprocate. 
The interests of the Provinces might be 
diverse, in some points, but there was one 
point on which all should unite, the 
building up ofthe Dominion. What bet- 
ter use could be made of the actual money 
than in constructing canals and railways 
—the Bay Verte for instance. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) | said, 
it had been charged against Nova Scotia 
members that they had returned no sym- 
pathy to gentlemen on the opposition 
side for that which they had extended to 
Nova Scotia. He denied that the gentle- 
men from Nova Scotia had received any 
sympathy from the Opposition. When he 
brought up his resolutions two years ago 
nearly all members of the Opposition 
voted against them. And last session 
when the Nova Scotia Bill came up for the 
third reading, one member of the Oppo- 
sition moved an amendment calculated to 
put the members from Nova Scotia in a 
false position. Yet the gentlemen from 
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Nova Scotia were expected on all occasions 
to vote with the Opposition, simply because 
one time they belonged to the Liberal 
Party. He was amused to hear gentlemen 
talk of the great Reform party of Ontario. 
Why the thing had no existence. With 
respect to the resolution before the House, 
he considered that it would not be consis- 
tent with the dignity of this House to ask 
the Imperial Parliament to restrain us 


in the expenditure of our revenues. 


Mr. Mills. 


Subsidy. 788 


Mr. SCATCHERD supported the resolu 
tion because he had been opposed to the 
grant, but he thought it humiliating if, 
with aresponsible Government, they could 
not be trusted with their own money. In 
1868 the member for Lunenburg had 
tabled a series of resolutions, but he could 
see no plea in these to warrant a money 
grant, nothing of this kind having been 
stated in them. He and others had no 
doubt misled the people of Nova Scotia as 
to their grievances, and the money con- 
sideration was to break the fall of these 
gentlemen. Government had ignored the 
wishes of the people of Nova Scotia, as ex- 
pressed through 57 of their representa- 
tives,andhad taken three others as bet- 
ter representing their v.ews. They com- 
plained that they would be made to 
pay for their own roads and bridges. On- 
tario had done this for thirty years, and 
he could see no reason on account of this 
why they should get a grant of money. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) | said 
when his resolutions were brought forward 
the representatives of Nova Scotia were in 
Britain asking fora repeal of the Union. 

Mr. SMITH (New Brunswick) was sur- 
prised at the declaration of the member 
for Lunenburg. that the disposal of the 
whole funds should be left to the good 
sense of the majority. When fighting the 
battle of Confederation they were assured 
that no dread need be anticipated from 
the preponderance of Ontario, as the Im- 
perial Act would render the Constitution 
unchangeable. He had opposed the grant, 
both because it was against the Act and 
because it was not necessary. He thought 
when the basis of complamt had been 
changed and reduced to a question of 
money, the member for Lunenburg had 
no reason to complain of want of sympa- 
thy. He had heard no answer to the ar- 
gument of the member for West Durham, 
and he would as soon have the opinion of 
that gentleman, or of the Minister of Jus- 
tice as of any lawyer in Britain, the desire 
there being to have Nova Scotia pacified on 
any terms. He appealed to the member for 
Colchester if it was not the intention of 
the Quebec Conference to make the finan- 
cial settlement final. The intention of 
those who framed the law was the same, 
and this was what had been promised to 
the people of his Province. If they could 
change this they could reduce also the 
subsidy of 80 cents ahead. 

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said that if 
Nova Scotia had gone into the Confedera- 
tion at the first she would have gone into 
it with a million dollars less debt than 
when she did. 

Mr. SMITH doubted th's, but if it were 
so the question was one of accounts, in set- 
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tling which the Nova Scotia delegates 
must have been remiss in their duty. If 
they could change one clause they could 
change all, and it was essential to the 
safety of the weaker Provinces that the 
Constitution should be held intact. 


Mr. YOUNG said that there was a great 
deal of feeling on this subject in Ontario, 
not from any ill will towards Nova Scotia, 
but because of the dangers which such a 
course might lead to. It was not from in- 
disposition to conciliate Nova Scotia, but 
on account of the unconstitutionality of the 
proceedings of the Government they had 
opposed the action of the Government. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said thatit was stated 
that the 80 cents per head on the Interco- 
lonial Railway could not be reduced, but it 
would be found in the reports of his 
speeches in his own Legislature, that he 
had always stated that in certain circum- 
stances it might be increased. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said if they could go 
by way of address at any time to the Im- 
perial Parliament, and obtain any change 
of the law, there was little protection for 
the smaller Provinces. He was disposed to 
go to England as little as possible. With 
respect to the amendments, he was pre- 
pared to vote for that of the Minister of 
Justice in preference to that of the mem- 
ber for Colchester. He ridiculed the 
complaints of the member for Lunenburg, 
and said that his complaints during the 
first two sessions would not have led them 
to believe that a million of dollars 
would have healed all the grievances. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN having voted for the 
grant last session would feel himself un- 
able to draw back now. He did not recol- 
lect ever having heard the Minister of 
Customs make the statement he had given 
them. 

Mr. RYMAL had been afraid from the 
first that the financial arrangements would 
not be maintained, and his constituents 
feeling with him in this matter, had be- 
come anti-confederates in so far as to re- 
turn him. If they had thought Parlia- 
ment had the power claimed, they would 
have been even more opposed to the 
scheme. 

At 1.25 the members were called in, and 
the vote resulted as follows :— 

For Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD’S 
amendment—Yeas, 87; nays, 60; ma- 
jority, 27. 

Yeas—Anglin, Archambeault, Archibald, 
~ Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brousseau, 
Cameron (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, 
Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., Casault, Cay- 
ley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Coffin, 
Colby, Costigan, Coupal, Crawford (Brock 
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ville), Daoust, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Grant, Gray, Grover, Holmes, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Killam, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Law- 
son, Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), 
Macdonald, Sir J. A., (Kingston), McDon- 
ald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunenburg), 
McDonald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulan- 
ges), Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, Me- 
Greevy, McKeagney, Morrison (Niagara), 
O’Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pou- 
liot, Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Victoria, N. S.), Ryan 
(Montreal West), Savary, Scriver, Shanly, 
Simpson, Stephenson, Street, Tilley, Tup- 
per, Walsh, Workman, Wright (Ottawa 
County)—87. 

Nays—Bechard, Blake, Bolton, Bourassa, 
Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, 
Cameron (Huron), Carmichael, Cheval, 
Connell, Dorion, Drew, Ferguson, Ferris, 
Fortier, Geoftrion, Gibbs, Godin, Hagar, 
Holton, Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), MacFarlane, Macken- 
zie, Magill, McCallum, McConkey, McDou- 
gall (Renfrew), McMonies, Merritt, Met- 
calfe, Mills, Morrison (Victoria, O.), Mun- 
roe, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross (Prince Edward), Ross, Wel- 
lington, C. R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, Senecal, 
Smith, Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldi- 
mand), Tremblay, Wallace, White, White- 
head, Wood, Wright (York, Ontario, W. 
R.), Young—60. 


Mr. OLIVER moved that the following 
words be added to the motion as amended 
—‘‘But this House is of opinion that no 
further grant or provision beyond those 
made by the Union Act, and Act respect- 
ing Nova Scotia, shall in future be made 
out of the revenue of Canada, for the sup- 
port of the Government or Legislature of 
any one of the Provinces. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD as- 
sented to this amendment [cheers and 
laughter]. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, the Minister 
of Justice must see that this amendment 
was in direct condemnation of the pre- 
vious course of the Government and of 
the Premier’s whole argument. 


Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
that the amendment recognized the right 
for which he had contended, that this House 
had the right to control its own revenues, 
and that in the exercise of that right it 
could pass this amendment. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said, he was opposed 
to the amendment because New Bruns- 
wick had claims which would one day be 
pressed in such a way that they would 
have to ke met. 
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The vote was then taken on the amend- 
ment, yeas 134, nays 10. 


Yras—Archambeiult, Archibald, Ault, 
Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blake, Blanchet, Bourassa, Bowell, 
Bowman, Bown, Brousseiu, Brown, Burpee, 
Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George E.; 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau- 
veau, Cheval, Coffin, Colby, Connell, 
Coupal, Crawford (Brockville), Daoust, 
Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, . Ferris, | Fortier, 
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Hagar, Holmes, Holton, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Joly 
Keeler, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Killam, In- 
certe, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), Macdonald, Sir J. A. 
(Kingston), McDonald (Lunenburg) Mc- 
Donald (Middlesex), MacFarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, Magill, Masson (Soulanges) Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCallum, McCarthy, Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall (Renfrew), McKeag- 
ney, McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morison (Victori ia, O.,) Morrison (Niagar a), 
Munroe, 0’ Connor, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, 
Read, Redford, Robitaille, Ross (Cham- 
plain), Ross (Prince E lward), Ross (Victo- 
ria, N. S.,) Ross (Wellington, C. R.,) Ryan 
(Montrea | West), Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd, 
Seriver, Sénécah Shanly, Simpson, Smith, 
Snider, Stephenson, Stirton, Street, 
Thompson (Haldimand) Tilley, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, White, White- 
head, Wood, Workman, Wright (Ottawa 
County), Wri ght (York, Ontario, W.. R.,) 
Young.—134, 

Nays—Anglin, Bellerose, Cimon, Costi- 
gan, Forbes, McDonald (Antigonish), Me- 
Greevy, Pickard, Pope, Renaud.—10. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD, moved in amendment 
to the motion as amended, that the fol- 
lowing words be added: “and that such 
steps ‘should be taken as to render impos- 
sible any such grants or provisions.”’ 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
[Cornwall], said the amendment was out 
of order, because it was indefinite. It did 
not state what steps were to be taken. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said, he left that for 
the House and Government to find out. 
The House had asserted that such provis- 
ions ought not to be made and now he 
wanted to provide that they could not be 
made. 


The SPEAKER said that the amendment 
was certainly very vague, but was not, 
therefore, out of order. The House could 
pass a vague resolution. 

The amendment was then put ne lost. 
Yeas 56; nays 85. 


Hom Mr. Anglin. 
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Yuas—Ault, Béchard, Blake, Boulton, 
Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, 
Cameron, Cheval, Connell, Dorion, Drew, 
Ferguson, Ferris, Fortier, Geoffrion, Gibbs, 
Godin, Holton, Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, 
Macdonald, (Cornwall), Macdonald, (Glen- 
garry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McCallum, McConkey, McDougall, (Ren- 
frew), ] McMc nies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morison, (Victoria, Gs; Paquet, Pelletier, 
Pozer, Redford, Ross, (Prince Edward), 
Ross, (Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Scat- 
cherd, Sénécal, Smith, Snider, Stirton, 
Thomps on, (Haldimand), Tr emblay, 
White, Whitehead, Wood, Wright, (York, 
Ontario, W. R.), Young—56. 


Ts Moan glin, Archambeault, Archibald, 
Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Bown, Brousseau, Camer- 
on, (Inverness), Campbell, Carling, Caron, 
Cartier, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau- 
veau, Cimon, Coffin, Colby, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, "Crawford, (Brockville), Dobbie, Du- 
fresne, Dunkin, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jack- 
son, Keeler, Killam, Lacerte, Langevin, Lan- 
glois, Lapum, Lawson, Le Vesconte, Mac- 
donald Sir J. A., (Kingston), McDonald, 
(Antigonish), McDonald, (Lunenburg), 
McDonald, (Middlesex), Masson, (Soulan- 
ges), Masson, (Terrebonne), McCarthy, 
McGreevy, McKeagney, Morrison, (Niag- 
ara), O'Connor, Perry, Pickard, Pinson- 
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Read, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross, (Champlain), Ross, Vic- 
toria, N. 8.) Ryan, (Montreal West), Sa- 
vary, Scriver, Shanly, Simpson, Stephenson, 
Street, Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Workman, 
Wright, (Ottawa County)—85. 

The main motion as amended was car- 
ried on division. 

NEW WRIT. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD move 
that the SPEAKER issue his warrant to 
the Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, for the 
election of a member for the County of 
Frontenie, in place of Mr. Kirkpatrick, 
deceased.—Carried. 

The House adjourned at 2:20. 


SHNATE. 
Orrawa, March 31, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 
After routine business. 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS. 


Hon Mr. SEYMOUR moved the conside- 
ration of the second report of the Select 
Committee on Contingent Accounts. 


793 The 


THE LIBRARIANS. 


The report recommends the payment of 
a salary of $400 per year to Mr. Todd, 
Librarian of the House of Commons, with 
the object of making him also an officer of 
the Senate, and securing to the Senators 
better service and attendance in the Libra- 
ry. 

Hon. Mr. BUREAU said, two years ago, 
the Library Committee adopted a report 
recommending that, in consequence of the 
resignation of the Rev. Dr. Adamson, then ; 
Jabrar.an of the Senate, the other officers 
attached to the Library and who had been 
appointed by the House of Commons, 
should be formally recognized as being also 
on the staff of the Senate, and required to 
render such services as might be appro- 
priate to the positions they respectively 
occupied. In consequence of the addi- 
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tonal duty and responsibil.ty thus imposed 
upon them, certain allowances were recom- 
mended to be made, out of the conting- 
encies of the Senate, to Messrs. Todd, 
Lajoie and Laperriere. That report, I think, | 
was adopted without any opposition by the 
Committee ; but when it was subsequently 
presented to this House, one of the hon. 
gentlemen representing the Government 
suggested a postponement of the consider- 
ation of the report, intimating that it 
would be desirable to adopt certain ar- 
rangements by which the members of the 
Senate would be placed with regard to the 
Parliamentary Library and all the officers 
of the Library, on the same footing as the 
members of the House of Commons. The 
suggestion appeared so just, that the adop- 


tion of the report was postponed nemine 
contradicente. 'The Session was closed with- 
outa word more being said aboutit. It 
was generally expected that the subject 
would come before this House dur- 
ing the following Session that is, the 
Session of 1869; but no ; the whole Session 
passed without any further step being 
taken on the part of the Senate. It is 
only at the beginning of the present ses- 
_ sion that our Committee on Contingencies, 
.not the Committee of the Library, came 
with a report, declaring that it was desira- 
ble to secure for the Senate the services 
of the Librarian of the House of Com-- 
mons, which report was followed by the 
report which is now submitted, recom- 
mending that four hundred dollars be 
granted annually to Mr. Todd, out of the 
contingencies of this House, for his ser- 
vices to the Senators, in connection with 
the Library. Now, it seems to me that 
this isnot the proper step to be taken. 
If Mr. Todd is the Librarian of the House 
of Commons, and of the House of Com- 
mons only, we have no right to buy his 
services, without a previous consent from 
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his employers. There is a more fair, more 
regular, more natural course to be pur- 
sued. It is not a question of money for 
the Senate, it is a question of dignity. 
The Library being a joint Library, let all 
the officers of that Library be declared 
officers of both Houses. If we adopt this 
report as it is, without any other remedy 
being afforded, the officers of the Library, 
except Mr. Todd, must be considered as 
the servants of the House of Commons 
only, and will have a right to refuse their 
services to the members of the Senate. 
If they serve us, it will be by mere cour- 
tesy, and because their time is not then 
required by any member of the other’ 
House. Is not this humiliating for us? 
Supposing that Mr. Todd might be there 
to answer every demand, and at any time, 
which is hardly possible, what will be the 
position of the Senators who do not speak 
the English language, since it is well known 
that Mr. Todd does not speak French. Is 
it to be supposed that such members 
will never have any enquiries or researches 
to make. [I understand perfectly well the 
motives which have prevented the Com- 
mittee on Contingencies from securing the 
services of all the officers of the Library; 
they have been afraid of paying a few hun- 
dred dollars more. They have not remark- 
ed that if part of Mr. Todd’s time is em- 
ployed in giving explanations to Senators, 
in his capacity of constitutional and Parlia- 
mentary adviser, his duties of Librarian 
will have to be, during that time, perform- 
ed by his assistants. And, in that case, is 
it not just that they should receive com- 
pensation? Lam ready to acknowledge 
Mr. Todd’s merits; he is always attentive, 
polite, obliging, and certainly one of the 
most able public servants. I will see with 
pleasure his salary increased. But atthe 
same time I don’t think it just to neglect 
his assistants. Mr. Todd receives already 
from five to six hundred dollars more than 
Mr. Lajoie. Mr. Lajoie, it is true, does not 
pretend to be at all acquainted with Par- 
liamentary law; but in all the other 
branches of knowledge, he is certainly Mr. 
Todd’s equal. He is besides familiar with 
both the French and English languages, 
and he has followed a classical course of 
studies, which is certainly of some value in 
a large library, such as our national library. 
He is particularly familiar with Canadian 
history, and has sometimes occasion to 
render good service in that line. In read- 
ing recently one of the works of the great 
American historian- Parkman: Discovery 
of the great West—I remarked with pleasure 
that he was thanking M. Lajoie for the as- 
sistance he had received from him in his 
enquiries. Mr. Lajoie has very likely occa- 
sion to render many services of that 
but which are left unknown. 


Librarians. 
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He is called Assistant Librarian, 
but if he is Assistant for the English part 
of the Library, he is, in fast, chief Libra- 
rian for the French, which forms, I think, 
~ one-third of the whole Library. 
the year 1856, Mr. Lajoie, who was then 


one of the French translators of the Legis- | 
litive Assembly, was appointed by Mr. | 


Speaker Sicotte, Assistant Librarian, there 
was no catalogue of the Library. 
pire a good catalogue of a general Library, 


languages is indispensable. In the follow- 
ing years were publisoed those enormous 
volumes containing the catilogue ratsonne 
of our collection of books, as it was then. 
Mr. Lajoie was not alone to prepare that 
catalogue, but none had’a larger share in 
its preparation. The same thing may be 
said of the other smaller catalogues, pub- 
lished from time to time since 1858. In 
fact, his attention has always been entirely 
devoted to the Library, and if we possess 
now a Library as complete as any on this 
continent, a Library which we can show 
with pride to savants and strangers, Mr. 
Lajoie’s name may be associated with that 
of Mr. Todd in the honour which our 
country will receive from it. Now, I ask 
you, hon. gentlemen, is it not strange that 
Mr. Lajoie who, when he entered the Li- 
brary in 1856, was receiving £400 a year, 
is now receiving only £393. Yes, after 
fourteen years service, when the Library 
has become twice as large, when livnig has 
become dearer, his salary has been reduc- 
ed for the sake of saving a few pounds to 
the Exchequer.. Is it the treatment that 
faithful and able public servants have a 


right to expect from the representa- 
tives of the country? For my part, 
I have ino objection to. pay our 


Librarians liberally. Their attendance in 
the Library is required the whole year 
round. To perform their functious satis- 
factorily, they must hive acquired by close 
application and study, more than ordinary 
notions in all the branches of human 
knowledge. They must be remunerated 
for their services, not like mere copyists, 
but like at least ordinary professional men. 
In speaking of Mr. Todd’s assistants, I 
have mentioned only Mr. Lajoie’s name, 
because I know him personally, but I am 
told that Mr. Laperriere who has been at- 
tached to the Library for nearly twenty 
years, deserves also to be rewarded for his 
industry and for the services which he ren- 
ders. He has been for several years com- 
piling our Parlamentary debates, and the 
excellent index which he has made for 
every volume isextremely useful. Besides 
that, he is continually engaged with. some 
work or other under Mr. Todd’s direction, 
copying, making researches, taking notes, 
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circulars, &c., &c. Ihave no doubt that 
Mr. Todd would be the first to bear testi- 
mony to his usefulness and industry. It 
must be observed that although Mr. Todd’s 
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When, in | assistants are almost exclusively entrusted 


with the French part of the library, most 
of their time and labours are spent in con- 
nection with the English part. It has been 


_spoken of dividing the Library into two dis- 
To pre- | 
well 
the knowledge of both French and English | 


tinct parts, and of appointing a French as 
as an English Librarian. There 
will certainly result very good ad- 
vantages from such an _= arrange- 
ment, and I can only say here that 
no one would more readily consent to it 
than the French officers of the Library. 


After considerable discussion the 
port was adopted. 


re- 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of Seamen’s Clothing Better Pro- 
tection Bill.—Carried. 


OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS. 


“The House then went into Committee 
of the Whole on the Official Arbitrators’ 
powers extension Bill. 


Hon. Mr WILMOT in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said he had made 
enquiries, his atention having been called 
to the matter by the Hon. 
Letellier de St. Just the other 
day, and found that the Bill did not 
provide for or give the privilege of appeal 
from the arbitrators award, and this was 
contrary to the provision in the Board of 
Works Act. It had been found in practice 
that such a provision was practically use- 
less, for, among other reasons arbitrators 
did not keep a record to go before the Ap- 
peal Court. But this would not be an in- 
justice to parties who had arbitration cases 
with the Government, for, as a general 
rule, the awards were made against the 
Government and in favour of contract- 
tors, 


After some discussion the Committee 
rose and reported the Bill with one or two 
verbal amendments. 


MILITIA COMMISSIONS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Militia Commissions Sign- 
ing Bill, which simply provided that the 
Governor General’s signature may be 
stamped instead of written on Militia 
Commissions.—Carried. 


LANDING A SMALL POX PATIENT. 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that a tele- 


cataloguing, classifying books, addressing} gram had been received from the New 
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York agent of Messrs. Inman in respect to 
the landing of a case of small-pox at Hali- 
fax from the City of Brussels, which stated 
that the master called at the port for 450 
tons of coal, his vessel having encountered 
heavy weather, and that having a case of 
sickness on board, he took the opportu- 
nity of landing the passenger as a matter 
of duty. It would thus be seen, there- 
fore, that the vessel was driven to the port 
in quest of coal to complete the voyage, 
and not for the purpose of linding a pas- 
senger there to evade quarantine at New 
York. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY was understood to 
say that the master of the vessel, on arriv- 
ing at the port, denied that his case of 
sickness was one of small-pox, and to say, 
also, that the pilot who took the vessel 
into port was censurable. 


After some remarks from Hons. Messrs. 
HAZEN and MITCHELL the matter was 
dropped, and the House then adjourned. 


Banks and 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, March 31, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.20. 


DUTIES ON COAL, &c. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER presented a petition 
from the members of the Legislative 
Council of Nova Scotia and Bankers and 
Merchants of Halifax, praying for the im- 
position of a duty on coal. 

Mr. MAGILL presented several petitions 
in favour of protection. 


SUN INSURANCE CO. 


The Committee on Banking presented 
their fourth report, reporting the Bill to 
incorporate the Sun Insurance Co. of Mon- 
treal. 


RAILWAY ARBITRATION. 


Mr. MACFARLANE introduced a Bill 
to enable Railway, Tunnel and Bridge 
Companies to settle their differences with 
other companies by arbitration. 


CENSUS, BILL. 
The Census Bill was read a third time. 
BANKS AND BANKING. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the House go into Committee on Banks 
and Banking. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the subject had 
been discussed at very great length in the 
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Committee on the resolutions, and1t would 
ke unfair to lengthen it. Hehad been un- 
able to take part in the discussion for per- 
sonal reasons, and he thought he might 
trespass upon the House for a short time 
for the purpose of indicating his views 
upon two or three of the leading 
features of the Bill. The first thing that 
struck him in the scheme of the Finance 
Minister was its incompleteness, and es- 
pecially did that appear when they com- 


Banking. 


‘pared it with the measure of the Govern- 
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ment last session, of which, whatever else 
might be said, it must be admitted that it 
was a broad and comprehensive scheme, 
dealing in its way-—in some respects an 
impertect way—with the whole subject of 
Banking, and with the cognate subject of 
paper issues. It was well known that it 
owed its parentage to an eminent Financier, 
to whom he would not further refer, as 
he was not in the House. It was com- 
plete in its scope, and nearly complete in 
its particulars, although it was undoubted- 
ly open to criticism in some respects. 
But instead of the present being a broad 
comprehensive scheme, it was, he regret- 
ted to say, because the Hon. Minister of 
Finance knew how highly he (Hon. Mr. 
Holton) had been accustomed to respect 
his ability in matters of this kind, this 
scheme was a petty scheme—a scheme of 
shreds and patches (hear). It was not 
founded on any general broad principle, 
butit was the outcome of a compromise 
between himself, having certain definite 
views, and some of the Banks of the coun- 
try. That was in brief the history of the 
measure. The scheme modified the terms 
of existing charters with certain stealthy 
and sinister advances towards the views 
which the hon. gentleman was known to 
entertain, but which he had the frankness 
to say the people of Canada had not been 
sufficiently educated to adopt. The steps 
which he had so characterized were to be 
found in two provisions of the Bill, one 
which referred to the suppression of the 
small note circulation of Banks, and that 
extraordinary provision which compelled 
Banks to invest a large portion of their 
reserves in the paper money of the Gov- 
ernment ; in point of fact that they should 
not keep their reserves in that commodity 
which of all others in the world was re- 
garded as the best possible security 
for the issuing of paper notes (hear). This 
measure, instead of compelling Banks to 
keep their reserves in coin, took from 3383 
to 50 per cent. of that coin from them ; 
and it was therefore open to every objec- 
tion which could be taken to any form of 
paper issue. It was of the nature of a 
forced loan in the first instance, and was 
therefore objectionable in principle, and 
m ‘ght clearly be shown to be fraught with 
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very dangerous practical consequences. 
With respect to the small note currency, 
he had not heardjor read any valid argu- 
ment from the Finance Minister or any of 
_ the advocates of the scheme—in favour 
of depriving Banks of their small note 
circulation. He could well understand 
the policy of repressing the circulation of 
the Banks altogether, and superseding 
that circulation by a Government issue; 
but the present scheme could not be un- 
derstood, except on the ground that the 
Finance Minister wished to introduce 
stealthily a scheme which, in plainer terms, 
the country would not accept. He re- 
garded them as constituting the two 
most obnoxious features of the scheme. 
There was another subject to which he 
would refer—the exemption of the Bank 
of British North America from the condi- 
tions to which it was proposed to subject 
their own Banks. He was well aware of 
the high character of that Bank, and no 
institution deservedly enjoyed a higher 
reputation than it did. He would give to 
it every facility consistent with the whole 
Banking policy which would make it con- 
tinue its career of usefulness in the coun- 
try. He, however, failed to see on what 
grounds exemption was made in favour of 
a London board from the conditions which 
they (the Dominion Parlimment) imposed 
upon their own Banks. He attached very 
little importance to the double liability 
clause ; but if they persisted in maintain- 
ing it in force as respected their share- 
holders in their own Binks, he could dis- 
cover no valid reason for the continued 
exemption of that other Bank from lke 
conditions. They had had no discussion 
on that point—the Finance M.nster 
moving the clause exempting the Bank of 
British North America at the last moment 
at the table, and there had been no dlis- 
cussion on it up to the present time. A 
discussion would arise in Committee on 
the motion of his hon. friend the member 
for Lambton ; as, for his own part, he 
would not now make any further observa- 
tions, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
House must now be satisfied that they had 
got Achilles out of his tent, for if there 
‘was any question on which it was desirable 
to obtain the opinion of the member for 


Chateauguay it was on this, as he had filled | 


the position of Finance Minister for e ght 
months ;_ but he was in fact a born finan- 
cier and understood by nature any ques- 
tions connected with tariffs or Banking. 
It was a pity he only restricted his tal- 
ents to criticism. Although the subject 
had been befure the House for some time, 
yet they had heard nothing from the hon. 
member, due partly to an impediment 
in h.s voice now “ortunately removed. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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there was a leader of the camp opposite it 
was he,and he should not have limited him- 
self to the criticism, that this was merely a 
wedge to introduce his favourite project of 
a Bank of Issue by the Finance Minister. 
True, he might say he was not bound to 
advise Her Majesty's Ministers, but he was 
supposed to hold an opinion, and when 
the Government of the day does not bring 
forward a satisfactory measure, it was the 
duty of the Opposition to place in the 
Speaker’s hands a resolution affirming 
their policy. They had brought forward 
yesterday an amendment to embarrass the 
Government but it suited both parties and 
they engurgitated it easily. He did not 
think the taunts of the hon. gentleman 
right. The scheme was simply adopting 
partially the policy of the late Provincial 
Government when the Dominion note 
system was initiated, which proposed that 
the circulation of all the Banks should be 
assumed. The Banks then could not be 
deprived of their circulation without in- 
demnity, which was authorised. Only one 
Bank, that of Montreal, accepted the 
scheme, and it was reduced to the pur- 
chase of the circulation of that Bank to an 
amount not exceeding $8,000,000. The 
Government to-day had 1o deal with the 
Currency and Bank Charters. It was quite 
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another thing now from what it 
had been then. It was maintained 
that the Government was placing 


itself in contradiction to their former action, 
but he denied this. They had been accused 
of giving the Bank of Montreal a mono- 
poly, but this was from the fault of the 
Banks themselves, and when they ap- 
pled for admission to the arrangement, 
it was found that the law of 1866 
would not admit of them. The Govern- 
ment could do nothing to deprive 
the Bank of Montreal of the privilege it 
had secured when the benefits were prob- 
lematical, and it had the right to resume 
its circulation by giving six months’ no- 
tice. The difference between the law of 
1866 and last year’s, was that in the one 
the notes were to run in the name of the 
Government, and in the other in the name 
of the Banks, with Government guaran- 
tee. To the Bill of Hon. Mr. Rose, ob- 
jections were taken by Banks, chiefly in 
on the ground of the want of 
elasticity when it was necessary to save 
the crops, &c. He did not know how 
they could secure the elasticity they pro- 
posed to have, as their charters did not 
give it them. Of course the Banks had to 
be consulted in the matter, and the 
scheme had to be abandoned. He, as a 
shareholder, was willing to give the Banks 
all power for legitimate purposes, but not 
beyond that. By the present Bill it 
was proposed to give the power to banks 
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to issue to a certain amount, but not 
below four dollars. It was necessary 
to secure a Currency for the country. He 
did not think any Minister of Finance 
would have dared to have proposed to 
give the Banks the right to issue any 
amount of promises to pay which were not 
legal tenders. He knew that there were 
some so prone to advocate the cause of 
the Banks that they would be willing to 
give the Banks power to issue notes and 
declare them to be legal tenders. They 
were mere promises to pay. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—What are yours ? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—They 
are promises to pay based on the wealth 
of the country, but the others might be 
shinplasters. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Minister of 
Militia said the small Bank notes were 
shinplasters. Then why give them power 
to issue the larger notes? It seemed to 
him to be even more objectionable. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
was misunderstood. He said if the term 
shinplasters was applied to Dominion notes 
a fortiori it should be applied to notes of 
Banks. The Dominion had a power of 
solvency not possessed by the Banks. 
They knew the farmers were in the habit 
of having chiefly one and two dollar notes, 
while the larger notes were in the hands 
of merchants, who were better able to take 
eare of themselves. Had the position been 
reversed the large notes would not have 
reached the poor people. It would have 
been better if the circulation had been all 
in the hands of the Government. Bank- 
ing and the issue of notes were two distinct 
things although this was not well under- 
stood, and they had adopted a mixed 
scheme in which they regarded the safety of 
the poorer classes as the first concern. 
He hoped the member for Chateauguay 
would go on and state his own view and 
what he would have done. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he would reply 
as Sir Robert Peel had done when he was 
similarly challenged ; that it was unpro- 
fessional to prescribe until the physician 
was called in. Not having been called in, 
he (Mr. Holton) did not feel it incumbent 
upon him to prescribe for the patient, 
which, in this case, was a long suffering 
country. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT desired to correct 
the statement several times made that 
Upper Canada Banks were indiscreet in 
refusing to take Government circulation 
under Sir A. T. Galt’s Bill. He pointed out 
that in the state of the money market at that 
time, and the proposal being of the nature 
of a forced loan, it would have been most 
disastrous to Ontario to have accepted | it, 
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although it would have been advantageous 
to the lar ger Banks. He objected to the 
policy of forced loans, the last one 
being employed to cover up the deficit 
of the previous five or six years. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was useless to 
resume the discussion on this question, but 
he wished to make one or two remarks on 
what had fallen from the Minister of Mi- 
litia. He had asked them what was their 
policy, and the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay had very rightly said that he was not 
in a position to be called upon to point out 
the policy they might desire to have car- 
ried out ; but he (Mr. Mackenzie) did not 
feel the same squexmishness about it. 
He would, therefore, tell the hon. gentle- 
man what policy would, in his opinion, 
best promote the pr osper ity of the people, 
the success of the Banks, and the com- 
mercial interests of thé ‘country. He be- 
lieved that the best system of the Banks, 
including the right of issuing paper as a re- 
presentative of money, was one based on 
commercial credit ; one that was wholly 
unconnected with the Government. With 
all the intelligence that prevailed in that 
House the members appeared to have been 
entirely unable as a whole to appreciate or 
understand the propositions laid down by 
the Government. At any rate the leading 
members of the House came to entirely 
different conclusions on the interpretation 
of the clauses with regard to their precise 
meaning. He believed that there were 
many evils arising from the connection of 
the Government with the paper issue of 
the country. It had been resorted to, 
purely as a revenue measure once in 1866, 
and now in 1870, for the purpose of ob- 
taining a forced loan to enable the Govern- 
ment to cover up the floating debt and the 
yearly deficiencies which were constantly 
occurring during the last few years of the 
old Parliament of Canada, and during the 
whole of the present Ministry. Instead of 
meeting the deficiency in its proper way 
the Government resorted to that most ob- 
jectionable measure of creating a floating 
debt, to be afterwards remedied in a far 
more difficult manner than it would be to 
raise by direct taxation the amount re- 
quired atthe presentmoment. The reason 
given by the Minister of Militia for issuing 
the sm ll note circulation was, that practi- 
cally B nk notes were less safe than the 
notes of the Government ; that they were 
worth less, and that because they generally 
fell into the hinds of poor people, it was 
the duty of the Government to protect 
poor people better than rich people. Now, 
that appeared to him to be a very serious 
reflection upon the Banks, if it were true; 
for, if true, it meant that the Bank notes 
were not what they were represented to 
The hon. gentleman was not doing 
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his duty if he was allowing them to issue 
paper which, in his view, was of that nature. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that he had merely alluded to the argu- 
ment made by members on the other 
side. When Sir John Rose introduced his 
scheme last year authorizing the issue of 
all notes on Government security, it was 
objected that at certain periods of the 
year the Banks required a certain degree 
of elasticity. 

Mr. GIBBS said the hon. Minister when 
discussing that question was asked, 
what was elasticity ? And he replied that 


it meant the power of issuing notes based ; 


on nothing. (hear, hear.) 

Hon. Sir GEORGE FE. CARTIER said 
what he actually said was, that it had 
never been explained to him. He could 
not understand what they meant. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had asked 
the Minister directly after, on what the 
Government notes were based, and he 
would recollect his answer. The hon. 
gentleman said that the Bank notes would 
be based upon nothing; but his own small 
shinplasters would be based on his big 
shinplasters, and that was all the differ- 
ence. (Great laughter.) There was this 
to be observed, the hon. gentleman de- 
liberately assailed a system which had been 
proved sufficient in Canada and other 
countries. He assumed and took for 
granted that any system of Banking with 
which Government was not connected was 
more or less unsafe. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
entirely denied that proposition. The 
opposite system had proved a marked 
suecess, and had added greatly to the com- 
mercial interests of the country. The 
Minister of Militia had said that he did 
not mean to throw discredit upon those 
Banks as he was a shareholder in Banks 
himself. The hon. g2ntleman was a share- 
holder in the Government, and his share 
there predominated over the one he 
had in the Banks. He would ask any 
member of the House, who recollected the 
discussion of last year, if the Government 
did not give as the reason for introducing 
their system the belief which they held in 
the instability and unsafeness of the Bank- 
ing institutions of the country? It was on 
that ground the Finance Minister of last 
year had brought forward his scheme. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—There has been 
nothing of the kind said this year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it was difficult 
to state what had been said in the present 
year. The Government measure was a 
kind of kaleidescopé, which presented a 
different view every time it was looked 
through. (Hear. hear.) It wis difficult 
to say what kind of policy the Government 
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would advance one hour and what the 
next. They were devoted to one political 
purpose only—that of maintaining their 
seats, and trying to make it appear that 
they had a surplus, when, in truth, they 
had an immense deficit. They were en- 
deavouring, under the cover of providing 
smallnotes for poor people, forsooth, to 
establish a system of currency based on 
paper. (Hear, hear.) He did not intend 
to say anything but for the remarks of the 
Minister of Militia, and he was glad to 
hear the plain avowal of a scheme which 
thac hon. gentleman said would be com- 
pleted when the Government had _ the 
entire paper issue in their hands. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—said 
his own personal opinion was, the circula- 
tion would be safer in the hands of the 
Government thanin the hands of the 
Banks. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that was as much 
as to admit that the Banking scheme was 
an open question to which the Government 
as a Whole were not committed. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—It is 
not an Open question. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
man could not divest himself of Ministerial 
responsibility for his statement. He was 
glad to have the opinion of the Minister 
of Militia declared so openly in view of 
the fact that the Government had cajoled 
the Bankers into supporting the scheme ; 
and through the Bankers had exercised 
a pressure on the commercial men of the 
country. : 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—(C Hear, 
hear.’’) 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman 
called out hear, hear; but he had said 
that that was the commencement of a 
principle which he believed to be inevit- 
able. The Finance Minister had stated - 
he was in favour of the entire issue of the 
country being in the hands of the Govern- 
ment; and although the country was not 
educated up to that point at present, he 
hoped it would be before long. In the 
meantime, the Finance Minister had com- 
menced the education of the people by a 

{ partial assault cn the present banking sys- 
tem of the country, (hear, hear). He held 
that in adopting the scheme proposed by 
the Government, there was the greatest 
possible danger of the country landing in 
an irredeemable currency, and that the 
Government would gradually absorb the 
capital of the Dominion, capital absolutely 
required to carry them over the initial dif- 
ficulties of a new country like theirs, (hear 
hear). He would say for his own part that 
he protested once for all against the system 
the Government had initiated, and asked 
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the House to carry into completion. He, 
at all events, washed his hands from all 
responsibility in the matter. (Applause). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that it 
was perfectly true he had said that thirty 
years ago he advocated a Bank of Issue, 
and believed it would be a sound system 
then; but when he was in office several 
years ’afterwards he never took any steps to 
carry out that policy, and he was not going 
to do sonow. It was very unfair if a per- 
son held certain views on certain theore- 
tical propositions, to charge these views as 
being the policy of the Government. 
The Government, as a whole, was not res- 
ponsible for the individual opinions of its 
members. The Minister of Inland Revenue 
held entirely diflerent views from him (Sir 
Francis) on the question of banking; but 
still both of them could agree and give 
one another cordial support. The pre. 
sent measure, though not theoretically 
one he would desire to carry, was, he 
thought, a measure which gave as large 
an amount of satisfaction as any Govern- 
ment could give. 


Mr. JONES said he was happy to see the 
Government making the issues of the 
Banks as safe as possible, and he was hap- 
py to see that they had brought down a 
scheme for a small issue of notes, an issue 
which would be of great advantage to 
farmers, mechanics, and others. He 
would support the measure introduced by 
the Government. 


Mr. STREET thought it a waste of time 
to discuss the Bill at this stage. The 
House was not now called upon to discuss 
the question of a Bank of issue. He 
thought the Minister of Militia had 
spoken rather unguardedly in his remarks 
as to the note issues of the Banks. The 
hon. gentleman believed the Banks to be 
perfectly safe, but he thought he should 
have been as guarded as he generally was 
in treating of fying questions which he 
took up. 


Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER said he 
had spoken with due consideration. He 
said if the bills of the Banks were safe, 
that those of the Government, based on the 
wealth of the country were safer. 


Mr. STREET—Then he was bound to 
bring down a Billto secure the utmost 
safety. He would be wantingin his duty 
if he did not, and he had no right to allow 
the public to be exposed to the risk of loss 
(Hear, hear). He himself was perfectly 
satisfied that the Banks were entirely safe, 
and never were more secure than under 
the present charters. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE Kk. CARTIER, reiter- 
ated what he had previously said ; that 
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no Bank notes could beas safeas a Gov- 
ernment issue. 


Mr. GIBBS regretted exceedingly the 
unguarded remarks of the Minister of 
Militia. The remarks of the member for 
Welland rendered it almost unnecessary 
for him to say anything,—they did credit 
alike to his head and heart considering 
the losses he was reported to have sustain- 
ed. Were it not for the undoubted safety 
of the Banks, much damage might have 
resulted from what had fallen from men 
occupying important positions. Heunder- 
stood that there was to be no discussion 
regarding a Bank of issue yet it was evi- 
dent from what had been said that it was 
the intention to legislate in that direction. 


Mr. MILLS said that the speech of the 
hon. member for Welland wasa singular 
commentary on the policy of the Govern- 
ment. He began with praising the mea- 
sures, and ended by repudiating the sen- 
timents of the Minister of Militia, (hear, 
hear). The measure which the Govern. 
ment proposed was one which should net 
be accepted by the House, for it was op-- 
posed to the soundest principles of 
Finance as_ laid down by Lord Overstone 
and other great authorities on that sub- 
ject. Nothing could be.a more unwise 
act on the part of Parliament than to 
allow the Government to tamper with the 
laws which regulated Finance and the 
monetary atfiairs of Banks, (hear, hear.) 


The House then went into Committee, 
and passed four clauses. 


On clause five, 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he intended ta 
propose the following amendment on 
concurrence. He would offer it now as a 
matter of form, but when the Speaker 
was in the chair he would take the vote 
upon it. He thought it was a reasonable 
proposition and that the Governmen¢ 
should consent to it. He would move . 
that the following be added to the clause. 


“Provided always, that any Bank which, 
shall discontinue the issue of its notes and shal! 
have duly notified the Government, at least sizx 
months in advance of its intentions so to do, 
such Bank shall be exempt from the. provision. 
of this sub-section.”’ 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said _ that, 
unquestionably the Government would not 
accept the amendment of the hon. gen- 
tleman. Nothing could be more objec- 
tionable than such a proposition, the 
practical effect of which would be to do the. 
very thing the Government had _ been try- 
ing to put an end to—the placing of 
one or perhaps two Banks on a footing. 
different from that of the other: Banks ef. 
the country. The hon. gentleman whe» — 
proposed this motion in the interest of ona: - 
particular institution, knew very well the. 
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offest it would have—that it would place 
that institution in a position of advantage 
over other Banks (heir, hear). 
what the whole country had been crying 
out against ; that was what had long been 
complained | of, the Bank of Montreal be- 
ing placed upon a different and better 
footing than other Banking institutions 
(cheers). The hon. gentleman knew well 
that under cover of this amendment the 
Bank of Montreal would be put in that 
position (hear, hear). 


provisions contained in the amendment, 
and if that privilege were given to it the 
utmost dissatisfaction would be caused 
throughout the country (hear, hear). He 
(Sir Francis) was astonished that an hon. 
gentleman who represented an Ontario 
constituency, should come forward with 
@ proposition which would be justly offen- 
sive and objectionable to the whole public 
ef that Province. Really and truly no 
proposition more objectionable to the 
whole people of Ontario could have been 
offered (cheers). 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT denied that he had 
watroduced the motion in the interest of 
the Bank of Montreal or any other Bank- 
ing institution. He had brought it for- 
ward at his own instance, because he re- 
garded the Government scheme as a mea- 
sure of confiscation which could be made 
as little oppressive as the House could 
make it. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the hon. gen- 
slemen opposite had no argument to offer 
against the proposition. He had listened 
im vain for any reason to be urged against 
it. All they depended upon was the 
brute force of a majority to vote it down 
(cheers). They had not attempted to jus- 
tify their claim to compel the Banks to 
hold their reserves in paper instead of 
gold, when ‘they withheld the corollary 
power of issuing notes. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, who was 
almost inaudible from hoarseness 1n conse- 
quence of a cold, stated that he was in the 
same position as the hon. member for 
Chateauguay when the debate first com- 
menced. The hon. gentleman had de- 
clined to make a speech on that occasion, 
but now, after the full discussion of the 
subject, he was the main cause of occupy- 
ing about two hours and a half in debate, 
which, to say the least, was irregular. As 
to what the member for Lenox had 


stated of this being a measure of 
confiscation, for nearly four years 
these notes had been le gal tenders. 


As legal tenders they were equal to gold 
and did not see what inconvenience or 
hardship there was in Banks being com- 
pelled to hold them in reserve instead of 


Ifon. Str Francis Hineks. 


It was the only - 
ank that was likely to avail itself of the | 


[COMMONS] 


That was | 


| specie. 


808 


He (Sir Francis) had explained 
very fully when the resolutions were 
before the House _ the reasons 
of the Government for insert 
ing this clause. He stated then that the 
Banks themselves were willing to hold 
these notes ; but that Government wished 
to make provision against any possible 
combination of the Banks to make a sud- 
den demand for gold, or against what 
might be the effect of an unexpect- 
ed rise in price of gold in New York or a 
run for specie by Banks in the country de- 
siring to use gold elsewhere. He did not 
say the Banks would enter into a combina- 
tion wilfully to injure or embarrass the 
Government, but some contingency might 
arise when it would be to their interest to 
rush in for gold and make a sudden de- 
mand upon the Government. He had, 
therefore, conceived it to be expedient 
that Banks should be required to hold a 
portion of their reserves in Dominion 
notes. He had previously ascertained from 
the Banks themselves that there was no 
objection on their part to the proposal. It 
was perfectly true that one Bank did 
object, but he did not think it was expe- 
dient to make a provision which would prac- 
tically put that Bank in a position much 
more advantageous than the others (hear, 
hear.) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he would not 
press for further explanations in the 
present condition of the Finance Minister, 
but he denied he was out of order in 
raising a discussion on the subject. The 
amendment was lost on division and the 
clause adopted. Clause six was carried. 
Clause seven was allowed to stand over. 
Several other clauses were adopted, and 
the Committee rose at six o'clock. 


Banking. 


AFTER RECESS. 


BANKS AND BANKING. 


The House went again into Committee, 
Mr. BLANCHET in the Chair. 


Mr. MERRITT moved an amendment 
providing that in cases where the Bank 
capital is not paid up, it shall be a condi- 
tion of the Charter that at least 20 per 
cent. thereof shall be paid up within a 
year. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
no objection to the amendment, which was 
then adopted. 


Mr. STREET moved an amendment for 
the purpose of providing that, in the event 
of its being shewn upon application of any 
Bank for extension or modification of its 
charter, that the paid-up capital stock 
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thereof has been impaired, provision shall 
be made in the Charter to be granted 


thereon from the reduction of shares of 


paid-up capital by an amount, at least equal 
to the sum by which the same shall appear 
to be so impaired, but the liability of the 
shareholders shall not thereby be lessened 
-or interfered with, and in no case shall the 
reduction exceed 25 per cent. of the paid- 
up capital, nor shall the same be reduced 
below the sum of $200,000. 

Lost on division. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved an amendment 
to clause 16, relating to the Bank of Brit- 
ish North America. He said he had in- 
tended to make a motion which would 
have had the effect, perhaps, of bringing 
that institution to a sudden end. He did 
not think that this was desirable, as the 
Bank had been exceedingly well managed, 
and had been of service to the country. 
Hie therefore moved, merely that the Bank 
come under the general working of the Act, 
not later than the Ist January, 1873. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
monstrous, without notice, thus to enact 
aclause which would have the effect of 
suddenly stopping a Bank which had been 
in existence for thirty years. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had given 

210tice. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, yes, to 
the House and Government butnot to the 
Bank. The hon gentleman would virtual- 
ly wind up the Bank. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said his motion gave 
three years’ notice. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS would ask 
whether the Government, in introducing 
a measure of Banking, were to have an 
hon. member rising ,without notice to pro- 
pose that shareholders under a charter of 
30 or 40 years in operation should be sub- 
ject to have fastened upon it a particular 
liability. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the hon. gen- 
tieman must be aware that the powers un- 
der the charter of that Bank terminated 
next month, just as the powers of their 
own Banks terminated shortly after. Al- 
though the Bank was incorporated by a 
Royal Charter, it was subject to the legis- 
lation of the country ; and the point to 
which he invited attention was, by what 
coelourable pretext they could continue to 
that Bank special exemption from condi- 
tions to which their own Banks were sub- 
ject? At the time the charter was granted 
he contended that it was an invasion of Co- 
lonial rights. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—“ We all 
admitted that.” 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON again contended that 
he could see no reason why they should 
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allow special exemptions to this Bank, be- 
cause it was created by Royal Charter 
which they refused to continue to their 
own Banks. ‘Take the case of ihe Bank of 
Montreal, on which the Finance Minister 
had so deeply reflected. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—“I deny 
that I reflected upon it.’’ 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the hon. gentle- 
man censured the hon. member for Ler. 
ox for bringing forward an amendment 
supposed to be in its favour, and tried to 
make a strong sectional plea against the 
Bank (hear). The Bank of British North 
America had existed 30 years; but the 
Bank of Montreal was 50 years old, and 
had a much larger capital, and he again 
repeated his question—on what pretext 
could they exempt the shareholders of one 
Bank, foisted upon their country without 
regard to that country’s rights, from the 
double liability clause, and continue to 
impose it upon the proprietors of the Bank 
to which he had referred ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the shareholders in the Bank of British 
North America had enjoyed their advan- 
tages for between 80 and 40 years. The . 
Bank had_ branches all over the Dominion 
during the whole of that time, and they 
were now asked to impose new conditions 
upon its shareholders without their know- 
ledge, and without their having the oppor- 
tunity of petitioning the House on any 
subject in which their interests were con- 
cerned. The whole principle of the 
measure had been not to interfere with the 
rights of existing charters, but the Bank 
of Montreal had the double liability clause 
in its charter. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—“ Forced upon them. 
in 1841.” 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
they at all events accepted the charter, 
but that clause was not in the charter of 
the British North America Bank, and now 
the hon. gentleman proposed, without the 
knowledge of the shareholders, to carry a 
clause which would virtually wind up the 
Bank. It was a most monstrous propo- 
sition (hear, hear). 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said that this Bank was the last relic we 
have of the old system of Imperial inter- 
ference and irresponsible Government. He 
did not see why its English shareholders 
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should be allowed to be exempt 
from the double liability clause when. 
our Canadian Banks were forced 


to accept it. If the shareholders of the 
Bank did not like the law on the subject 
they could withdraw the capital they had 
invested. The Charter wasa royal Charter, 
and could not be touched; but while we 
respected the Charter we should place the 
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‘apon the Bank same footing as our own 
Banks. 

Hlion. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER said the 
corporate existence of this Bank had been 
recognised by several Acts of the late 
_ Province of Canada. We had been trying 

to encourage English money holders to 
invest their capital in this country. This 
Bank had branches established through- 
out the whole Dominion, and even in Brit- 
ish Columbia, and had carried out before 
hand the system of Confederation, or what 
might be called Financial Confederation. 
He would ask it it would be prudent to 
strike a blow at such a Bank—a Bank 
which was a model to be followed by our 
Banks. It was an admirably managed in- 
stitution, and did not enter into the 
‘“‘ shaving” business, and its stoppage 
would be a great loss to the country. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said that the Bank had 

eommenced its operations in Canada some 
‘thirty years ago, and had a capital of over 
a@iillion sterling. Its shareholders were 
generally retired merchants, who were 
¢eatisfied with a return of six per cent. on 
their capital. The Bank had branches es- 
‘tablished in British Columbia, California, 
and almost all over the world, and 
ever the whole world there was 
but one opinion that the Bank was 
most admirably managed. It had the good 
fortune of never having incurred the ill 
will of any of the other Banks. It 
mever indulged in speculations, but carried 
ona straightforward regular business. It 
established the system of independent 
Banks. It built the most permanent 
buildings, and offered the best banking 
accommodation. All this was done un- 
der faith of a Royal Charter, and now the 
bon. gentleman wanted to stop this Bank 
Why the Bank could not be made more 
secure if it had a triple liability (hear, 
shear). The stockholders would not agree 
to the double liability ; besides it would 
be of no effect as the shareholders were 
scattered all over the Empire, and rather 
than submit to it, they would withdraw 
their capital. He had been told so by Mr. 
Patton, the manager of the Bank, a man 
whose word could be safely relied upon by 
any man conversant with commercial trans- 
actions in Canada. The hon. member for 
Lambton seemed desirous of taking upon 
himself the responsibility of shutting out 
a million of capital from the country, and 
the member for Cornwall spoke as if the 
Bank with such a capital was an interlo- 
per. It had been objected to the scheme 
of the Finance Minister that it would ab- 
sorb the capital of the country ; but if this 
amendment were carried it would drive a 
million of capital out of the country, 

Mr. GIBBS would support the amend- 
ment for the reason that when the Fi- 


Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald. 
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nance Minister brought down his resolu- 
tions it was stated that they were to place 
all the Banks of the country on the same - 
footing. He had yet to hear a satisfac- 
tory reason why one Bank should be 
placed on a different footing from the 
others. The Bank—he spoke under cor- 
rection, for he had not seen its last char- 
ter—was allowed to issue an unlimited 
amount of notes, and, unlike the other 
Banks, was not obliged to make returns 
before obtaining its charter. It was pre- 
mature to say the Bank would withdraw its 
capital ifit was put on the same footing 
as others. On the contrary, the result 
might, and probably would, be that the 
Bank might remove its headquarters to 
Canada. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the hon. gen- 
tlemen opposite were fond of quoting 
Downing Street when it suited their pur- 
pose, as they did last night, and now when 
it suited their purpose they talked of 
Downing Street interference. He spoke in 
high terms of the management of the Bank 
of British North America, and argued that 
it was not necessary that it should come 
under the double liability clause. He felt 
confident that if it was brought under that 
clause it would be withdrawn from the 
country. 


Mr. WORKMAN bore testimony to the 
high character the Bank of British North 
America had always borne in Montreal, 
and would regret exceedingly any action 
by this House that would tend to remove 
it from the country. He believed the 
effect of this amendment would be to 
drive this Bank from the country. He 
hoped the House would not, therefore, ac- 
cept the amendment. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT hoped the amend- 
ment would be withdrawn or materially 
modified. Ifit was carried he believed 
the result would be the withdrawal 
of the Bank. He suggested that the 
amendment be changed so as to provide 
that the Bank be allowed five years of ex- 
clusive privilege and, that at the end of 
that time it would wind up unless exten- 
sion of time be gr anted by Parliamen.t 


Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE spoke highly of 
the liberalty and efficiency of the Bank of 
British North America in Nova Scotia, and 
expressed his opinion that the adoption 
of the amendment would depreciate the 
stock of that Bank. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said in moving his 
amendment he had spoken in high terms 
of commendation of the Bank. He had 
been in communication with the Chief 
Manager who told him that in all proba- 
bility the shareholders would not continue 
business with the double liability clause, 
so to that extent only had they any knovw- 
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ledge of the certainty of what the feelings 
of the shareholders of the Bank were. He 
told him that he (Mr. Mackenzie) found no 
yeason why they should continue the anom- 
alous position of the Bank, and he was 
bound to admit it. The Finance Minister 
had chosen to characterize his motion as 
being most monstrous. It might be wise 
or unwise, but he saw nothing about it 
which rendered it open to be characterized 
as most monstrous, (hear). With regard 
to notifying shareholders, who was to give 
notice? They could not do it, for none 
could tell what the course of legislation 
might be, and he would like to know if 
the Finance Minister thought it necessary 
to give notice to every other Bank when 
he mtroduced any measure relating to 
Banking ? His objection, therefore, was 
utterly lost and without any object or rea- 
son ;' but the Directors of the Bank knew 
a fortnight ago in England that their 
amendment was going to be proposed on 
goig into Committee, but they had re- 
ceived no intimation from England. He 
felt no antipathy to the Bank. If there 
was any one Bank which he felt disposed 
to favour it was that one, but at the same 
time he felt bound to reserve something 
like uniformity in their legislation. He 
had heard nothing but comparisons and 
book characters given for the Bank, and 
the only argument brought forward was 
that the capital of one million might leave 
the country, but he did not think there 
was the slightest likehhood of it. The 
shareholders were receiving better inter- 
est than they would obtain in similar in- 
stitutions in England, or in ordinary busi- 
ness, and were aware that double lability 
could only become available against them 
on their own default, so that they had the 
security in their own hands. If they were 
to withdraw they would only be manifes- 
ting a want of confidence in their own 
management. He did not propose to take 
the opinion of the House now, but he 
should do so upon the motion for concur- 
rence. He was bound to say that he cen- 
sidered the expression entirely in favour 
of making that law uniform in every res- 
pect. He was a little amused at the Min- 
ister of cabbage, no, agriculture (great 
laughter), bringing into discussion the 
opinions held on that side of the House 
with regard to Imperial despatches, be- 
cause they found the same Minister de- 
nouncing or praising them just in propor- 
tion as it agreed or disagreed with any 
policy he might choose to announce to that 
House. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Who? 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Why, the hon. gen- 
tleman himself, (laughter). He should 
prevent his subordinates bringing his | 
faults before the House so prominently, I 
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shall have to take him under my protec- 
tion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
shall feel quite safe under the hon. gentle- 
man’s protection, (laughter). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was a great 
mistake to suppose that the amendment 
was introduced in hostility to the Bank of 
British North America. The fact that this 
Bank had been carried on so efficiently 
without the double liability clause was 
argument against that clause. He had 
heard no answer to the question, why this 
clause should be applied to all other 
Banks in the country except this Bank. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
answer was because the shareholders had 
enjoyed their privileges for 35 years, and | 
would be placed in a different position 
from the one they held, and because a 
serious injury would be inflicted on the 
country. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the able argu- 
ment of the gentlemen opposite went to 
show that the double liability clause was 
of no value. Ifnot of any value, then it 
should be abolished; if of value, it should 
be made to apply equally to all Banks. 


The motion amending the sixth clause 
being put, and there being cries of “ with- 
draw,” 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he would not 
withdraw it, but would let it remain over 
for further consideration. As a matter of 
convenience he did not wish to divide the 
Committee on it at present. 


Some discussion arose as to the liability 
of ‘Trustees, Trusts and Church Corpor. 
ations in the double liability clause. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS proposed to strike out 
the words ‘in their private or natural 
capacity.” y 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
plained that according to law, {church or 
other corporations would be held liable 
the same as any other shareholders. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that mi many 
cases shares were purchased by these cor- 
porations on the understanding that they 
were not liable. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that if the law under which a society was 
incorporated, allowed it to become a share- 
holder in a Bank, it was as -a society or 
corporation liable to the double amount 
of the stock it held, but the members ot 
the corporation would not be liable in their 
private capacities or fortunes. 


The words were then struck out of the 
cluuse, and the Bill reported. Concurrence 
was fixed for to-morrow. _ 
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DOMINION NOTES. 


The Bill respecting the Dominion notes, 
was read a second time and referred to a 
Committee of the Whole, Mr. Ferguson in 
the Chair. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT gave notice of an 
amendment to the 7th clause, to the effect 
that if the Dominion notes cease to be re- 
deemed in gold, they shall cease to be 
legal tender, and the Banks shall not be 
required to hold any of them in reserve. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN made a formal 
amendment, and the Committee rose and 
reported. 


DIVORCE COURT. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the discharge of the Bill relating to the 
Court of Divorce in New Brunswick.— 
Carried. 


QUEBEC HARBOUR. 
The House went into Committee on the 


Bill respecting the Harbour of Quebec, 
which was read a third time and passed. 


SECOND READINGS. 


The following Bills were read a second 
time :— 


The Bill respecting the extradition of | 


certain offenders to the United States. 
The Bill respecting Cruelty to Animals. 


THIRD READINGS. 


The Bill respecting the Grand Trunk 
and Buffalo and Lake Huron Railways. 


The Bill to incorporate the Montreal and 
Champlain Junction. 


The Bill to incorporate the St. Francis 
Megantic International Railway. 
The Bill to authorize the town of Belle- 
ille to impose and collect Harbour dues, 
was passed through Committee, as was 
also the Bill to amend the Act respecting 
the Great Western Railway. 


The Bill to incorporate a Company for 
the construction of a Ship Canal, to con- 
nect the waters of Lake Champlain and the 
St.. Lawrence. 


PROGRESS OF BUSINESS. 


On the suggestion of Hon. Sir JOHN A. 
MACDONALD, after 7:30 on Wednesday, 
Government business should be proceeded 
with—it being understood that if there 
was any time at liberty before that hour, 
the Government should be at liberty to go 
on with its business, 


Mr. Cartwright. 
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MILITIA RETURNS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER said the 
Militia returns asked for by Mr. Blake 
would be ready in a day or two. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON— 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government would proceed: with the 
Banking and Dominion Note measures. 


THE BUDGET. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON— 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the time of the budget would depend 
upon the facilities afforded by the other 
side. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they were pre- 
pared for the budget being introduced to- 
morrow ; they were only anxious to get it. 
He hoped it would be brought down on 
Tuesday. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
should make his statement in Committee 
of Ways and Means. He had every reason 
to bel.eve that the Estimates would be 
down to-morrow. 

The House adjourned at 11:25 p.m. 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, April 1, 1870 


The SPEAKER. took the chair at the 
usual hour. 
After routine business, 


PROTECTION OF FISHERIES. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN moved an address for 
copies of any despatches from Her Majes- 
ty’s Government announcing their deter- 
mination to send a portion of Her Majesty’s 
ships to support the authorities of the Do- 
minion in protecting the fisheries from 
foreign aggression. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could well under- 
stand that this was a matter of great in- 
terest to the people of the Maritime Prov- 
inces, but as the papers were of such a 
nature that they could not be brought 
down without prejudice to the public inter- 


‘est he was sure the mover would not press 


the motion. The motion was withdrawn. 
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT moved the appoint- 
ment ofa committee to examine and report 
upon the publicaccounts, with the power 
to send for persons and papers. In sup- 
port ofhis motion he referred to the prac- 
tice of the House of Lords to show that that 
body had the power to examine the public 


accounts ; and, he contended, the Senate: 
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of the Dominion, which was called upon to 
sanction the ‘supplies should have the 
privilege ofinvestigating into the matters 
of expenditure. Their Union Act was 
framed to protect the interests of minor- 
ities, and although the large Province of 
Ontario had a much larger representation in 
the popular branch than the Maritime Proy- 
inces, yet in the Senate the representation 
was equal. A feeling was entertained that 
the expenditure of the Dominion was ex- 
orbitant. Without expressing an opinion 
one way or another on that he thought it 
the duty of the Senate to look into the 
matter. He then referred to some items 
in the Public Accounts, with the object of 
showing that some of the items were ex- 
cessive. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not differ 
from the mover as to the power of the 
House to appoint select committees, but 
he did differ with him as to the power of 
such Committees to deal with the general 
public accounts and. expenditure. The 
Senate could properly appoint a select 
committee for a specific purpose, say, for 
instance, to examine into the expenditure 
on Rideau Hall, which had been alluded 
to by the mover, but they could not ap- 
point a Public Accounts Committee. He 
had looked into the matter thoroughly, 
and could not find that the House of Lords 
had ever appointed a Public Accounts 
Committee. The Public Accounts Com- 
mittee must be a Committee of the other 
branch of Parliament, for the Chairman of 
the Committee was the Finance Minister, 
who must have a seat in the other House, 
and such a committee had full power to 
vote expenditure, to inquire intoit and to 
regulate it, but the Senate could not ex- 
ercise such powers; therefore any Commit- 
tee appointed by it would have no suffici- 
ent jurisdiction, and could only be a 
source of inconvenience. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN said he hoped the 
House would do nothing which could lead 
people to think that they (the House) 
were assuming to exercise powers denied 
them by the constitution and British prac- 
tice. Hewas satisfied, so far as his re- 
searches had gone, that the Postmaster- 
General had correctly stated the practice 
of the House of Lords, namely, that that 
body appointed Select Committees to in- 
quire into particular matters of expendi- 
ture, and not on public accounts. 

- Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD offered a few re- 
marks, the purport of which was unin. 
telligible to the reporter. 

Hon, Mr. LETELLIER de ST. JUST, 
readily admitted that the House had no 
right to infringe upon the powers and 
duties of the House of Commons. The 
House could not, perhaps, appoint a com- 
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mittee forthe exact purpose stated by 
the mover, but they could appoint com- 
mittees to examine into the expenditure 
of the different departments, and although 
they could not go so far as a committee of 
the other House, they could give an opin- 
ion that particular departments of expen- 
diture had been excessive. He then re- 
viewed certain items of expenditure, and 
contending they were excessive, thought 
the House should enquire into them. He 
would suggest that the motion be allowed 
to stand over, so that it could be altered 
to establish the right of the House to en- 
quire into the expenditure of any particu- 
lar department. 

‘ Hon. Mr. WILMOT was quite willing to 

0 so. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL thought it would 
be better to withdraw the motion, and 
place a specific one on the paper relating 
to any particular department or matter of 
expenditure. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY thought it neces- 
sary that the House should proceed with 
great caution and he would press the with- 
drawal of the motion, and suggest its re- 
newal in some other form; but he could 
not understand the position of the Post- 
master General who had admitted the pow- 
er of the House to appoint committees 
for investigation of Departmental ac- 
counts, in detail, but denied the right of 
the House to appoint a committee for an 
investigation of the general accounts. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN again supported the 
view of the Postmaster General, 
and urged the necessity of avoiding 
anything which would bring the House 
into collision with the other branch. 


The mover then withdrew his motion, 
while notifying the House that he should 
renew it in some other form. 


REDUCTION OF POSTAGE. 


Hon. Mr. ODELL inquired why a reduc- 
tion had not been made on Foreign Post- 
age rates in New Brunswick since Ist of 
January 1870, and in other parts of the 
Dominion, equal to that then made on 
Ocean Postage, and when instructions to 
that effect will be issued. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said when instruc- 
tions were issued for the reductions no ex- 
ception was made—all the Provinces were 
included, but the ratification of the con- 
vention rested with the Imperial authori- 
ities, and correspondence had taken place 
on the point. 

Hon. Mr. ODELLH said he referred to the 
difference of postage in Canada and New 
Brunswick to foreign countries. For 1n- 
stance, a letter posted in Canada would be 
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ll cents, but if posted in New Brunswick 
it would be 17 cents. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could not under- 
stand that, for the instructions issued to all 
Inspectors had been the same.’ 


In answer to other questions by that 
member, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Imperial 
Government imposed the rate of registra- 


tion fee on ocean letters, and that the fee | 
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Hon. Mr. DEVER said, since confedera- 
tion New Brunswick had lost a great deal 
of its foreign trade, and the trade between 
Nova Scotia and that Provincé had increas- 
ed, hence the inconvenience complained 
of, and he read froma St. John’s paper 
to show that the prospects of the post- 
ponement of the Currency Bill had creat- 
ed a strong feeling of dissatisfaction. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN had not charged the 
Government with reversing their policy, 


on money orders throughout the Dominion | but that on the representations of Nova 


would be the same. 


ASSIMILATION OF CURRENCY. 


Hon Mr. HAZEN then moved for an ad- 
dress, notice of which he give a few days 
ago, for a copy of the petition and remon- 
strance from certain Bankers and others 
of Halifax, Nova Scotia,ag \inst the adoption 
of the policy for assim.lating the Currency. 
He contended that the circulation of Nova 
Scotia Currency in the Province of New 
Brunswick, especially in St. John, was a 
constant source of lossand inconvenience to 
the merchants and general community; that 
the assimilation of the Currency was acon - 
dition incident to union and which had re- 
conciled the people of New Brunswick to 
Confederation. There was astrong feeling 
on the matter in New Brunswick which 
would be intensified ifit was found that the 
Government had decided to postpone an 
assimilation for an indefinite period at the 
instance of Nova Scotia Bankers. His ob- 
ject was to find out what were the new 
reasons which had led the Government to 
drop their proposed measure, if not to re- 
verse their policy altogether. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said the mover had 
no authority for saying that members of 
that House and others had influenced the 
Government to reverse their Currenc 
policy. The Speech from the Throne in- 
dicated that there would be a scheme 
for making the Currency uniform, but it 
did not follow that the Government were 
wedded to any particular standard, and 


there was no reason why the standard of 


New Brunswick should be adopted any 
more than that of Nova Scotia. He and 


others thought that the British sovereign : 


or the Nova Scotia Currency was the best 
standard that could be adopted, and there 
was certainly as strong reasons and argu- 
ments in favour of that as of any other 
standard or system. The mover had 
grossly exaggerated the loss and inconven- 
lence arising from the circulation of Nova 
Scotia Currency. There was, of course, 
some inconvenience incident to a want of 
uniformity, but this inconvenience was as 
much to the prejudice of one Province as 
to another, 


Hon. Mr. Odell. 


Scot.ans, they had dropped their measure 
apparently indefinitely. What he had 
asked for, was that the reasons advanced 
by the Nova Scotians to influence. the 
Government, should be made known, but 
this had been evaded by the Nova Scotian 
members who had spoken. 


Hon. Mr. RITCHIE did not know what 
course the Government intended to take 
towards assimilation. There were reas- 
ons, though, why no undue haste should 
be made in the matter. The Currency of 
Nova Scotia was almost identical in stan- 
dard to that which had been proposed in 
Paris as a universal standard, and as that 
standard might be adopted, ere long 1t was 
a reason why the Nova Scotia Currency 
should be adopted by the Dominion. At 
all events, it would be a mistake to asimi- 
late to any other standard in view of cer- 
tain prospects, that another change would 
be called for, perhaps, in a short time. 

After some remarks from Hons. Messrs. 
Dever and Hazen, 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was 
no occasion for an address to pass, as there 
were no papers to be produced on the 
subject. 


NEW BRUNSWICK POLICE BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved a second 
reading of the New Brunswick Police Bill. 
carried, 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING. 


The House then went into a Committee 
of the Whole on the Seamen’s Clothing bet- 
ter protection Bill. ‘The committee rose and 
reported, and the House was then adjourn- 
ed till Monday. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 1, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3.30. 


PAPER CURRENCY. 


Mr. O'CONNOR presented a petition 
against the introduction of Paper Cur- 
rency. , 
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SOCIETY OF CANADIAN ARTISTS. 


The Committee on Private Bills report- 
ed the Bill to incorporate the Society of 
Canadian Artists. 


THIRD READINGS. 


The following Bills were read a third 
time and passed : 

The Bill respecting the extradition of 
certain offenders to the United States. 


The Bill respecting cruelty to animals. 
BANKS AND BANKING BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved con- 
currence in the amendments made in the 
Bill relative to Banks and Banking. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said he wished to 
move anamendment to the fifth sub-sec- 
tion of the Bill. The amendment provid- 
ed that in case any Bank should choose to 
resign its circulation and the profits deriv- 
able from it, such Bank should not be re- 
quired to hold Dominion notes as its cash 
reserves, but might hold gold. In the dis- 
cussion yesterday the Finance Minister, 
instead of going into any argument on 
the subject, tried to direct the attention 
of the House, by an ad captandum declara- 
tion, that he (Mr. Cartwright) was moving 
the amendment in the interest of a parti- 
cular Bank, and the House was given to 
understand that that was the Bank of 
Montreal. It was hardly necessary to say 
that he was the last man in the House to 
ask any undue favours for that Bank above 
all others. In making the proposition he 
had no regard for the special interests 
of any one Bank, and the Bank of Mon- 
treal would subject itself to a very severe 
penalty, ifit chose to avail itself of the 
provisions of this sub-section. He did 
not think the Finance Minister could well 
have shown a greater proof of want of 
confidence in hisown scheme, than was 
shown in his refusal to allow the Banks to 
exercise the power he sought to get in 
that amendment. With respect to the 

particular proposition of the Finance Min- 
ister to seize arbitrarily one half the cash 
reserve which has been held in gold 
hitherto, he (Mr. Cartwright) would say 
that such a proposition was politically and 
financially dishonest. He felt called upon 
to record a formal protest against such a 
proposition, one which would substitute a 
more or less uncertain and fluctuating 
standard of value, for the only permanent 
standard which was gold. He was per- 
fectly well aware that gentlemen would 
- say that he was depreciating the country, 
but he would assert fearlessly that no re- 
presentation of gold, no Government se- 
curity whatever, could be in itself so good 
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as gold. The Dominion notes were not 
and could not be perfectly equal to gold. 
The Government were practically seizing 
upon the trust funds held by the Banks 
for the benefit of depositors ; and though 
the Government might have power, they 
had no moral right to tamper with those 
securities. There were no doubt many 
Banks that had been false to their duty 
in conniving at that measure of spoliation. 
He would give it no milder name. Those 
Banks, with one or two exceptions, were 
not much interested as to whether they 
held gold or Dominion notes, and he 
knew that Government tenders were 
nearly as good to them as gold ;_ but what 
he denied was that those notes were ne- 
cessarily, always as good as gold to deposi- 
tors who had invested their funds on the 
distinct promise that they would be paid . 
in gold on demand. He held that the only 
way to meet the obligations of the country, 
was not by the issue of those legal tenders 
but by laying on a certain. amount of tax- 
ation. Any other plan would prove a 
mockery, a delusion, and a snare, as he be- 
lieved this vicious system would prove 
much more speedily than was expected. He 
would be very loath to say anything which 
would unduly depreciate the credit of the 
country, but he felt it his duty to call the 
attention of the House to the precarious 
condition in which they stood, financially 
speaking. The revenue of the country 
would be mortgaged to a greater extent 
than any other country in the world. 
Their annual income was about thirteen 
millions and a half, but debts and subsi- 
dies, the necessary expense of collecting 
the revenues and the charge of manage- 
ment, constituted a first mortgage of 
about two-thirds of the whole gross income. 
He found that, from 1861 to 1869, there 
had been an almost steady annual deficit. 
The state oftheir finances since 1861 was 
as follows:—In that year their deficit ac- 
cording to hon. Sir A. T. Galt, was $1,476,- 
000; according to hon. Mr. Howland, $2,- 
971,000; in 1862, $2,764,000; in 1863, 
$982,000; in the eighteen months ending 
July, 1864, $529,000; in 1866, $260,000. 
In 1867 and ’68 there was a small surplus. 
Last year there was an apparent surplus of 
$300,000, but really there was a deficit of 
not much less than a million for the year 
ending Ist July, 1869. They hada very 
large additional expense to be met at the 
resent time. They had the Intercolonial 
Railroad on their hands. Red River 
would demand $150,000, and ifthey would 
have to go to extra expense in maintaining 
some sort of a force in that country—alto- 
gether the increase would amount to some- 
thing like a million. The way to meet 
their debts was not by borrowing money at 
call, but by the far more honest system of 


Banking. 
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levying taxation, (hear, hear). The finan- 
cial position of the country was such as to 
excite very serious apprehensions. 


THE ESTIMATES. 


The SPEAKER read a message from the 
Governor General transmitting the Esti- 
mates for the service of the one to 
the 30th June, 1871. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the Message and the Estimates be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Supply.— 
Carried. 


DOMINION NOTES BILL. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 


consideration of amendments in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the Dominion 
Notes Bill. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved to add the 
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Business. 


AFTER RECESS. 
GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING moved the third 
reading of the Bill to amend the Act of 
Incorporation of the Great Western Rail- 
way. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON reiterated his objec- 
tion to the change of gauge. He regarded 
uniformity as one of the principles to be 
observed in their railways, and at the com- 
mencement of the system there had been 
great discussion on the point and a gauge 
adopted. He invited the consideration 
of the House—and did hot propose to 
offer a motion, but he felt bound to reiter- 
ate in the House the objections he had 

made in Committee on the Bill. 

Mr. DREW represented many town- 
ships who had largely contributed to the 
construction of the road, one great consid- 


following words at the end of the T7th| eration being that they ’ would secure by 


clause: ‘' Provided always that in the 
event of the said Dominion notes ceasing 
to be redeemed in gold on demand, as 
herein provided, said notes shall ipse facto 
cease to be legal tender, and no Bank shall 
be required to keep any portion of its cash 
reserves in said notes, any provision here- 
tofore made to the contrary in any Act 
affecting Banks or Banking notwithstand- 
ing.’ He said the experience of every 
country in the world had shown that the 
Government issues were of all issues the 
most insufficient. There was treble and 
quadruple security for the Bank issues, 
and the Banks were expected to goto total 
ruin if they dealt in gold. But in the 
case of the Government there was no pen- 
alty if they chose to trade in gold, and his 


object was to affix a penalty on the Gov- |not be altered. 


ernment if they suspended payment in 
gold. Ifthe Government found themselves 
in a difficulty they might wish to raise 
say five or six millions by a forced sale of 
debentures, and they would have to sub- 
mit to a discount of 25, 30 or 40 per cent., 
in the English market. That would nat- 
urally lead to a depreciation ; and in order 
to provide against such depreciation hay- 
ing an injurious effect on the public in- 
terests, he would move the above amend- 
ment. 


The motion was lost on division and 
the third reading was fixed for Monday. 

The Bill respecting the Secretary of 
State’s office a the Senate) was read 
a first time 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill (from the 
Senate) to amend the Act relating to 
Lighthouses, Buoys and Beacons. 

Some discussion arose, and at 6 o’clock 
the Speaker left the chair. 


Mr. Cartwright. 


its gauge connection with the Grand Trunk. 
If the gauge was to be altered on the line 
of the Grand Trunk, and other lines, he 
could have no objection to the Bill. He 
thought that a little injustice might be 
done by the change, but he should not 
feel justified in opposing the Bill. 

Mr. OLIVER said he should oppose the 
Bill. The Great: Western had been a great 
benefit to the western part of the country, 
but if that alteration of gauge was carried 


out, it would injure the sections of coun- 


try which he represented. He thought 
the change should not take place until a 
change had been made on the Grand 
Trunk and other lines. Until the money 
advanced to the Great Western on account 
of the gauge was repaid the gauge should 
He believed that the 
American freight would have the prefer- 
ence, owing to the similarity of gauge as 
proposed. He wished to put his views on 
record, and would formally move to strike 
out the 13th clause referring to the gauge. 
He did not rise to offer a factious op- 
position to the Bill, and would not press 
a division. 

Mr. CAMERON [Huron] thought a 
change of gauge on the Great Western, 
would materially injure the section of the 
country he represented. It would neces- 
sitate transhipment at the Paris station of 
all freight, brought from all parts on the 
Buffalo” and Lake Huron Railway west of 
Paris. If the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany would agree to pay the cost of this 
transhipment, he would have no objection 
to allowing them to change their gauge. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING said he regretted to 
hear Mr. Oliver say that the Great Western 
had neglected the local traffic. It was the 
first time the charge had ever been made. 


825 Great Western 
There was, it was well known, a through 
traffic from the United States over the Great 
Western, and it would be a great hardship 
for the Company to be compelled to lay 
down a third rail, as there was no necessity 
for it as far as the local traffic was con- 
cerned. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD quite 
agreed with the member for Chateauguay 
that an error was committed in establishing 
a broad gauge at first. It was a mistake to 
ell this a Government measure, but they 
would throw no obstacle in the way of 
bringing it fairly before the House, in 
order to obviate the objection that Par- 
liament had not given its consent. In 
the present condition of the Grand Trunk 
it was not to be expected that it would in- 
cur the enormous expense of changing its 
gauge, and it would be a bold Govern- 
ment that would propose a money grant to 
enable any railway to change its gauge. 
Therefore he thought it would be impos- 
sible to establish now a uniform narrow 
gauge. 

Mr. JACKSON said that Municipalities 
had voted considerable sums to the pro- 
posed railway from Guelph to Lake 
Huron on the understanding that it would 
be a broad gauge so as to conform to the 
Grand Trunk and Great Western. 
Ifthe Great Western gauge was to be 
changed, it might be considered as a want 
of faith with these municipalities. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Com- 
pany, undertheir charter, had power to 
change its gauge. The only difficulty he 
saw was the connection at Paris with the 
Buffalo and Lake Huron. If the Bill suc- 
ceeded, their should be an arrangment by 
which freight would be transferred as 
rapilly as possible. It would be a great 
hardship if the change of gauge were re- 
fused. Provided the Company made ar- 
rangements to suit the localities he had 
mentioned, he did not think the House, 
under this proviso, would be justified 
in refusing the change asked. He 
thought the Government should consider 
the question of gauge before the rails on 
the Intercolonial were laid down, and he 
thought the Government should have a 
_ policy on this important matter. (Hear, 
hear.) It was, perhaps, unfortunate that 
this question came up so late in the ses- 
sion; but before the Bill reached its final 
stage in another House, the Government 
might have an opportunity to frame a 
policy. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS could not 
see that the alteration of the Great West- 
ern gauge necessitated the change of gauge 
on other lines. It would involve an en- 
ormous expense to alter theCanadian gauge, 
and he did not see, if the Great West- 
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ern considered the change necessary, why 
its wish should not be accorded. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said whatever the 
policy of the Governmet might be in the 
matter of gauges generally, it made little 
difference what the gauge of the 
Great Western might be, as it had very 
little connection with other railways of this 
country. Hamilton was the only place 
where parties above Paris would want to 
reach by the Great Western. With re- 
ference to the Wellington, Grey & Bruce 
Railway, it was a project of the Great 
Western. His opinion was that the Grand 
Trunk gauge would soon be changed so 
as to conform with the gauge of American 
lines with which it was connected. 


Mr. SPROAT agreed with the remarks 
of the member for Grey, with respect to 
the injury this Bill would inflict upon the 
Wellington, Grey and Bruce Railway. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if the Minister 
of Finance had lost some of his old com- 
bativeness, he had lost none of his old 
audacity, as was evident from his state- 
ment that the gauge of the Great West- 
ern was not a matter of any consequence 
to the gauge of other lines. It was that 
hon. gentleman who fastened the present 
gauge upon the Great Western, and if his 
statement just made was correct, why did 
he fetter the Great Western these fifteen 
years past with broad gauge? He believed 
that gentleman was wise in insisting upon 
a uniform gauge, but erred in selecting 
the broad gauge. He had raised the 
point of assent of the Crown with a view 
of requiring that its rationale should be 
followed, namely, that the Governinent 
should be held responsible for whatever 
bearing that change might have upon the 
general question of gauge. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the hon. gentleman charged him with hay- 
ing pressed that gauge upon the country, 
but he knew very well that he was not 
even in Parliament, much less in the 
Government, at the time of the construc- 
tion of the line between Montreal and 
Portland. When the five-sixth’s inch 
gauge was fixed upon, the Great Western 
was understood to be part of the Grand 
Trunk, but his hon. friend (Hon, Mr. 
Holton) contrived to get a railroad be- 
tween Toronto and Guelph constructed, 
and eventually continued to the Western 
boundary, as the continuation of the 
Grand Trunk Railway. The Great West- 
ern consequently ceased to be a continua- 
tion of the Grand Trunk, and had become 
a main line. ) 

Hon. Mr. DORION said the Minister of 
Finance was Premier at the time the line 
from Toronto to Guelph was made part of 
the Grand Trunk, and was, therefore, as 
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much responsible for it as the member for 
Chateauguay. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER ex- 


plained that the Great Western Railway had 
the choice in 1851 of either accepting the 
broad gauge with a guarantee, or the nar- 
row gauge without one, so that the broad 
gauge was not fastened upon it by the 
Government. 


Mr. OLIVER explained, with reference 
to his former remarks, that all he meant 
was, that the Great Western gave prefer- 
ence to American over local traffic. 


Hon. Mr. CARLING assured the hon. gen- 
tleman that the Company were just as anx- 
ious to get Canada traffic as traffic from 
the United States, but they were de- 
pendent upon the United States for two- 
thirds of their traffic, ani of course did 
everything they could to accommodate 
that traffic. 


Mr. OLIVER’S amendment was lost on 
division. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) moved that all 
freight requiring transhipment in order to 
pass over the Great Western Railway, 
shall be so transhipped by the said Rail. 
way with the same facilities, and at no 
greater cost than now.—Lost on division. 


- The B.ll was read the third time and 
passed. 


LAKE CHAMPLAIN AND ST 
CANAL, 


. LAWRENCE 


Mr. RYAN (Montreal West) moved 
the third read.ng of the Bill to incorpo- 
rate a Company for the construction of a 
Ship Canil to connect Lake Champlain 
and the River St. Lawrence. 


Mr. BENOIT objected to the terminus 
being fixed upon for this Canal, as it would 
take trade away from Montreal. He 
thought Longueuil was a preferable place 
for the terminus, but the Bill should leave 
the selection of the entrance optional. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER thought 
it would hive been better not to hive 
limited the point of deprrture by the Bill; 
but the Committee had determined other. 
wise, and he did not think it advisable to 
oppose their decision. 

The Bill was read a third time and 
passed. 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR BILL. 


The House then took into consideration 
the amendments on the Act to authorize 
the town of Belleville to collect Harbour 
dues, &c., which were agreed to. 


The Bill was read a third time. 
Hon. Mr. Dorion. 


(COMMONS |] 


Business. 828 


SUN INSURANCE CO. 


The Act to incorporate the Sun Insur- 
ance Company of Montreal, was read a 
second time and passed the Committee. 


LIGHT HOUSE BILL. 


On the motion for the second reading of 
Bill relating to Light Houses, Buoys and 
Beacons, 


Mr. MACKENZIE understood that this 
Bill abrogated the functions of the Trinity 
Board of Works, as far as regarded 
Light Houses in the Gulf, removing Buoys, 
&c., that this was to be undertaken by the 
Secretary of the Navy. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Bet- 
ter call him first Lord of the Admiralty. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said his objection was 
to having two departments charged with 
the same work. It was enough for the 
Minister of Marine to have charge of the 
Horse and Foot Marine, witnout having a 
corps of engineers and surveyors. He no- 
ticed in the Public Accounts the purchase 
of a gun $2;0, and in the next line, shot 
20 Cents, (laughter). He asked what this 
Minister of Marine intended to do with 
the new artillery. He intended to move 
certain amendments if this obnoxious Bill 
was to be passed. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained, with 
regard to Light House expenditure, that 
after Confederation certain officers had 
to be removed from the Public Works and 
placed under the charge of the Minister of 
Marme, under whom the Light House 
work and expenses could be done more 
cheaply. As to the building of these 
Light Houses, the Bill does not say that 
they shall be built by the Department of 
Marine, but only that they shall be con- 
structed, and only those built under that 
Department which could be more cheaply 
built than otherwise. In answer to the ques- 
tion as to the building of Light Houses in 
Nova Scotia, the delay complained of arose 
from the inability of the work to be under- 
taken at the time. The Bill was to save 
money to the Dominion. 


Mr. FORTIN said, the Bill did not des- 
troy the Trinity House as the member for 
Lambton asserted. If he thought so he 
would not vote for it. That Board had 
very arduous and important duties to per- 
form, were in charge of the pilotage and 
other work of a similar kind, which the 
Minister of Marine could never undertake. 
The navigation of the port of Quebec was 
also under its control and this extends to 
a long distance. He saw no Horse Mar- 
ines about the Bill. That was only an 
echo of a certain newspaper in Upper Cana- 
da which had been carrying on a war 
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against all the officers employed in the 
Fishery Department, and he (Mr. Macken- 
zie) ought to study the subject more. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, he (Mr. Fortin) 
had made a mistake in confounding the 
Gulf with the Dominion of Canada. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) had spoken of the Lakes 
and marine onthem. The Bill was simply 
the result of having too many heads of 
Departments, and tended to divide duties 
and responsibilities to the injury of the 
public service. 


Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE thought that 
the Department of Marine should be ex- 
tended rather than curtailed, as there 
were large Maritime Provinces added for 
which a fresh water Government would 
not be suited. He was prepared to meet 
halfway all advances towards consolidation, 
but if the Upper Canadians were not pre- 
pared for this, he would meet them any 
way they liked. 

Mr. M. P. RYAN did not agree to the 
Bill. He was afraid that it was intended. 
to do away with, not only the Trinity 
Board of Quebec, but also of Montreal. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—This 
is not the case. 

Mr. RYAN said he was satisfied with the 
statement, but this had been the general 
fear arising, no doubt, from the charges 
made against these Boards of extrava- 
gance, which were totally unfounded. 

Mr. SIMPSON would support the Bill as 
by the old system Light Houses were not 
only expensive, but the building of them 
was long delayed. Under the Board of 
Public Works it was almost impossible to 
get the work done, and they were attended 
with great expense for surveys. There 
had been six Light Houses erected on Lake 
Huron at an expense of $222,600, while 
cheap wooden Light Houses would have 
done as well, and had been erected in 
many places at a cost of $3,000 each. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ac- 
cused Mr. Mackenzie for attacking every 
measure of the Government, no matter 
what it-was, which weakened the force of 
his censures. He seemed to set himself 
up as a watch tower on Zion, but the coun- 
try did not believe all his statements. 
He had now brought up the old attack 
about the number of the Ministers, but 
although at the formation of the first Min- 
istry doubts were entertained as to the 
necesssty for 13 Ministers, it should be re- 
membered that the matter was to some 
extent an experiment, and if it was found 
that some of the Departments could be 
dispensed with that course could be taken. 
He had always believod that all would be 
required, except, perhaps, two, which had 
always been considered necessary, those of 
the Receiv2r-General and President of the 
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Council. It was absurd to maintain that 
the duties of the Minister of Marine should 
be thrown on the Board of Public Works, 
which now, more than ever, had a vast 
amount of labour thrown upon it. He 
pointed out the duties of the Minister of 
Marine as of a most important character, 

and requiring to be superintended by some 


Buoys & Beacons. 


department. They would see, he was 
sure, that even with the division, the 
Minister of Public Works and_ his 


Department were fully employed, and 
it would be most unwise for*a misjudged 
economy to starve the public service. He 
would venture to predict that when the 
member for Lambton was Minister, and 
he hoped it would be a long time before 
that happened, he would have an equal 
number of Ministers. The only one he 
could leave out might be the Re- 
ceiver General, but even the member 
for Chateauguay admitted that it was 
desirable to have Ministers in the Cabinet 
holding comparative sinecures. He thought 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries was 
necessary and his duties were such as could 
not be done by the Board of Public Works. 
It was his duty to select the places for 
Lights, and who could more easily than 
he erect Light Beacons of an inexpen- 
sive character. The head quarters of 
the Public Works were here, and to erect 
some of these Lights a special officer would 
have to be sent todo the work which there 
were officers on the spot to execute. As 
to the Trinity Boards they were ancient 
institutions which he would be sorry to 
see abolished, and all the functions taken 
from them were those in the third clause. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the duties of 
these Boards covered the tidal navigation. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the duties did not extend to Nova 
Scotia, New Brunswick or the great Lakes, 
and it was thought better to put these 
under one jurisdiction, which was common 
sense. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that he had not 
opposed all the Government measures. 
There was one great Bill he did not oppose, 
that relating to cockfighting (laughter). 


‘Did he intend that the Minister of Marine 


was to have a corps of engineers and _as- 
sistants as the Bill seemed to contem- 
plate. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the policy of the Government was to do 
away with the expensive system of Light 
Houses and substitue for them cheap wood- 
en erections. As to stone erections or ex- 
pensive works those would be under the 
charge of the Board of Works. There was 
no intention to have a staff of engineers. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Min- 
ister of Marine must pass some day from 
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official existence, and he was ata loss to 
conceive how they could supply the pl:ce 
of so yersatile a genius who had collected 
from so many of the departments so many 
multifarious duties. They ought seriously 
to consider this. 

The Bill was read a second time and the 
House went into Committee. 

The Bill was reported and fixed for the 
third reading on Monday. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


The Bill respecting certificates to Mas- 
ters and Mates of ships wasread the sec- 
ond time. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS the House went into Committee 
of Supply,end passed pro forma a few items 
respecting the Governor General’s Depart- 
ment. 

In answer to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 


would be able to make his financial state- 


ment by Thursday, if not before. 


The Committee rose reported progress 
and obtained leave to sit again on Tuesday. 


BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 


The Bill respecting Bills of Exchange 
and Promissory Notes was read the second 
time. 


RAW HIDES AND LEATHER. 


Resolutions respecting Raw Hides and 
’ Leather were adopted and on motion of Mr, 
LAWSON, the Bill founded on them was 
introduced. 


The House adjourned at 11 o’clock. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 4, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
RED RIVER MURDER. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY enquired whether 
the British Government is preparing to 
send one thousand soldiers and a_ battery 
of steel guns to enforce British authority 
in the Red River territory as intimated by 
the press, and whether there is reliable au- 
‘thority to justify expectations that the 
British Government are making prepara- 
tions to enforce order and security for life 
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and property at Red River. He called 
attention to reports which had appeared 
in the leading Canadian and American pa- 
pers on the authority of an English paper 
that such aforce was to be sent, and the 
report, he said, had created a strong feel- 
ing throughout the country. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL could not give the 
information which was sought without 
prejudice to the public service. Referring 
to the murder of Scott, and referring to 
Riel, he said he trusted that before long 
there would be order and security in the 
Territory. 


Business. 


RECIPROCITY TREATY. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
enquired whether the Government of the 
Dominion had made overtures or propo- 
sals to the American Government for the 
ratification of a Reciprocity Treaty. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the negotia- 
tions had been wholly of a_ confidential 
character, and their nature could not at 
present be made known. He said also that 
negotiations were still going on, 


BILLS READ AND PASSED. 


The following Bills were read a_ third 
time and passed :—Official Arbitrators’ 
Powers Extension Bill; Militia Commis- 
sions Signing Bill; and the Seamen's 
Clothing Bill. 


HALIFAX JUVENILE OFFENDERS DETEN- 
TION BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Halifax Juvenile Offenders 
Detention Bill. 


DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL COMPANY’S BILL. 


Hon. Mr. McM ASTER moved the second 
reading of the Detroit River Tunnel Com- 
pany’s Bill. He said that gentlemen from 
the West would remember that when the 
Great Western Railway was first construct- 
ed the freight and passengers were con- 
veyed across the river to and from Detroit 
by ordinary steamboats—a system attended 
with much delay and great expense, which 
rendered a change an absolute necessity. 
A powerful steam-barge was therefore con- 
structed, capable of taking an entire train 
over the river without breaking bulk. This 
had been in operation for some years, but 
although much superior to the former 
system, the present one was attended with 
many inconveniences, and especially in 
winter from accumulation of ice and other 
causes. Under the circumstances those 
interested in railways terminating at Wind- 
sor and Detroit deemed it advisable to take 
steps for the purpose of testing the prac 
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ticability of tunnelling the river. The emi- 
nent engineer who constructed the cele- 
brated tunnel at Chicago had sunk shafts 
in the river, and after investigating the 
matter thoroughly had pronounced the 
project to be quite practicable, and the 
object of the Bill before the House was to 
organize a Company to construct and 
manage a tunnel under Detroit River. 
The measure conferred no exclusive pow- 
ers, but the tunnel might be available 
to all Companies, terminating either at 
Windsor or Detroit on precisely the same 
terms. He therefore moved the second 
reading of the Bill, and that it should Le 
referred tothe proper Committee. 


GRAND TRUNK AND BUFFALO AND LAKE 
HURON RAILWAY BILL. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second 
reading of the Grand Trunk and Buffalo 
and Lake Huron Railway Bill. 

The Bill was read and referred to the 
Committee on Railways. 


NEW BRUNSWICK POLICE FORCE BILL. 


The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the New Brunswick Police 
Force Bill. The Committee rose and re- 
ported, and the SPEAKER having resumed 
the chair, 


PROROGATION. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said, in answer to 
a@ question, that there was certainly no 
prospect of Parliament be.ng prorogued be-' 
fore Easter. 
The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Monpay, April 4, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:15. 
BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


Mr. WORK MAN—Petitions from sever- 
al stockholders of the Banque du Peuple, 
praying that in the new charter sufficient 
security be given to all parties concerned, 
and that the principal partners be at least 
fifteen in number, and hold between 
them a sufficient portion of capital of said 
Bank. 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Petitions were presented in faxon: of 
the Canada Central Railway. 
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Business. 
PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


The 5th Report of the Joint Standing 
Committee on Printing was presented, re- 
commending the printing of Sundry re- 
turns relating to Departmental Printing, 
and the names of contractors who have 
thrown up contracts on the Intercolonial 
Railway. 


RAILWAY BILLS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pre- 
sented the 4th Report of the Standing 
Committee on Railways, stating that the 
promoters of the Ottiwa City Passenger 
Railway wished to withdraw their Bill, 
and also reporting a Bill to incorporate the 
Ontario Ship Canal, and notices to revise 
the Charter of the Grand Junction Rait- 
way Co. 


SPECIAL PATENT BILL. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD moved for leave to in- 
troduce a Bill to enable one Osmer to take 
out a patent for distintegrating ores. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the Bill was one 
to secure a special patent, and he called 
the attention of the Government to it. 
i They had a patent law and he thought 

this kind of special legislation should not 
ibe proceeded with. If the law was not 
' liberal enough let it be made so. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
agreed that such special legislation ought 
to be discouraged, but a party might show 
some special case or hardships of his own 
in which it might be of advantage to allow 
him the benefit of special legislation. 


Hon Mr. WOOD made some explanation 
contending that the machine would be a 
great economiser of labour. 


Mr. MACKENZIE snid that it was as he 
expected, an attempt to tax the public for 
the benefit of a single individual. He was 
opposed to such legislation. 


RED RIVER MURDER 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Before the orders of 
the day are cilled, he desired to ask the 
leader of the Government whether he was 
prepared to plice any ‘information before 
the House regarding recent events in Red 
River territory. We have most painful 
accounts in public newsptpers of an atro- 
cious murder being committed by men— 
ruffians [ might svy—(hear, hear), who are 
at the heid of forces there, that culs for 
the most extraordinary exertions on the 
part of our Government, [hear, hear] and 
in order to know exictly whatthe House 
and country ought to do, and the Govern- 
ment, I think, are bound to place in p)s- 
session of this House all the inform ition 
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they have with regard to that murder. 
We know that other persons were held 
prisoners there besides the unfortunate 
gentleman who was murdered, and what 
security have we in this country that 
others of our fellow-subjects shall not be 
murdered as well as poor Scott? In order 
to ascertain what course we ought to take, 
I think the Government is bound to place 
before us all information in their power to 
obtain, and while the hon. gentleman is re- 
plying, | would like him to state if in the 
special instructions given to the parties 
sent by the Government to that country if 
power was given’ them to negotiate with 
regard to the prisoners, if parties have 
been imprisoned there for their loyalty to 
the British Crown, and if so, our Govern- 
ment ought to take the strongest possible 
measures in order to ensure the safety of 
these prisoners’ lives. I am anxious to 
know what steps the Government have 
taken in order to obtain this necessary 
and desirable result. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—With 
respect to the first point referred to by 
the member for Lambton, I may say that 
I am not at all surprised at his making the 
enquiry respecting the murder which no 
doubt has taken place at Red River. The 
Government as yet have no written report 
on the subject ; but Mr. Smith who went to 
that country as a Pe Naat Commissioner, on 
behalf of the Canadian Government, ar- 
rived here on Saturday afternoon and left 
the same night so as to be with his family 
over Sunday. He leaves Montreal to-night, 
and will be here to-morrow morning. On 
his return he will, I have no doubt, pre- 
pare a report of all the circumstances con- 
nected with his mission, and connected 
with this most deplorable affair to which 
the hon. gentleman has alluded. There 
can be no doubt of the murder, though I 
hoped against hope, that the rumor of his 
death was erroneous, so many rumors from 
that country having been proved subse- 
quently to be untrue. There can be no 
doubt that this man after the sentence of 
a trial by court martial, was shot in pursu- 
anze of some sentence of this self-consti- 
tuted court martial. All the facts that are 
within Mr. Smith’s cognizance will, I have 
no doubt, be produced’ immediately on 
lis return. And the Government will lay 
bef re the House such portions of them as 
can be lid before the Horse without pre- 
judice to public interests. With respect 
to the last part of the hon. gentleman’s 
enquiry, I may simply say that the Com- 
missioners and all parties sent on behalf of 
the Canadian» Government to Red River 
were sent there for the purpose of concilia- 
tion, for settling all disturbance and re- 
moving any apprehensions that the people 
might have entertained of not being 
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treated as British subjects. The neccssary 
consequence of such conciliation would, of 
course, be a discharge of any prisoners. 
We had no power to order the discharge 
of these prisoners, that country not being 
under our Government. We had no right 
to command their discharge, and any 
threat would have been impolitic, for 


iin that case we would on the one hand 


have offered conciliation, and on the other 
hand destroyed it. A threat would have 
been of no value—a mere  brutum 
Jfulmen. We have no means of enforcing 
such threats, and under such circumstances 
they would have prevented any hope of 
conciliatory measures being carried out. 
I believe that the prisoners are now all 
discharged. Halfof them were discharged 
before Mr. Smith left, and the remainder 
were to be discharged a day or two after- 
wards. [believe also that the delegates who 
were originally chosen may be expected 
any time. Mr. Smith was not aware when 
they were. to leave. I do not know 
exactly under what circumstances they do 
come. The fact, however, that Judge 
Black has consented to be one of them— 
although at first he declined—shows that 
in his opinion—and he is a man of high 
standing—matters may yet be settled. 
This is all the statement I can make just 
now. I hope Mr. Smith will be here to- 
morrow, and his first duty will be to pre- 
pare a report, and the facts, infull detail, 
so far as it can be done, will be laid before 
the House as soon as that report is re- 
ceived. 


Mr. MACKENZIE— I have simply to 
express the hope that the facts will be 
laid fully before the House. The time is 
now past for hiding anything connected 
with these people, chear, hear,) and when 
they have resorted to the outrage of mur- 
dering our fellow subjects, there is to be no 
further squeamishness on the part 
of the people of this country in the matter. 
(hear, hear.) 1 have merely to say this, 
within the last day or two I hive received 
two letters from old men in Western 
Canada who have sons in Red River, and 
who believe them to be still imprisoned 
and in danger of their lives. Nothing can 
be more painful than to read the letters 
of these old men. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—TI regret I was not in 
the House when the statement was made by 
the leader of the Government, and I would 
like to ask whether the Government have 
any information from any person who saw 
the murder committed ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—‘“‘No.”’ 

Hon.Dr. TUPPER—1 have no hesitation 
in saying that, until some person who saw 
the murder committed, until some person 
who is not in the interest of Riel, testifies 
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to the fact, I shall cherish the hope that 
no such execution took place. The reason 
{ have to say so is, that we know of a cise 
which occurred some time ago, that of 
Goudy, that he was ordered for execu- 
tion but 1t was generally believed he was 
not executed. Captain Cameron has this 
moment receiveda letter from Mr. Proy- 
encher, at Pembina, who states that until 
he gets further information he is inclined 
to believe that Riel was attempting to es- 
tablish his authority by a sham execution. 
Mr. Provencher’s letter is dated 14th, and 
says that the guns were ‘only loaded with 
powder, but he says at the close of the let- 
ter that this rumor was contradicted, and 
that Scott’s life was actually taken. Until 
we get information from some person pre- 
sent 1 shall cherish the hope that it was 
an attempt of Riel to strengthen his power 
and produce a reign of terror, as it would 
be the most effective means of preventing 
any reaction. I presume there is no differ- 
ence of opinion, that if so foul and brutala 
murder has taken place, the sentiments 
expressed by the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton will be felt and re-echoed by every 
man in Canada (hear, hear); that there 
will be an uniform feeling of asserting the 
authority of the Crown at all hazards, and 
in the most effectual manner. (Hear, hear). 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
have just received anote from a friend in 
the reporters’ gallery stating that the New 
Nation of the 4th of March contains a 
report of the execution.’ 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER—The report in the 
New Nation does not weaken in the least 
the view! take. What I hope was done 
is that the man was concealed away some- 
where and that every means possible was 
taken to create the universal opinion that 
he was executed; and until we have the 
information of some person who saw the 
execution, that it did actually take place, 
1 shall cherish the hope that so extreme a 
step has not been taken. 


SUN INSURANCE Co. 


The Bill to incorporate the Sun Insur- 
ance Company was read a third time and 
passed on motion of Mr. Workman. 


BANK OF COMMERCE AND GORE BANK. 


The House went into Committee, . and 
passed the Bil to provide for the amalga- 
mation of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, 
and. the President, Directors and Com- 
pany of the Gore Bank, on motion of Mr. 
ANGUS MORRISON. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
would be no objection to the bill passing 
this stage, provided it was not passed 
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further, till after the Government policy 
on the subject was brought down. 

The Bill passed through Committeé, and 
amendments were read a first and second 
time. et 


CANADIAN ARTISTS’ SOCIETY. 


The Bill to incorporate the Society of 
Canadian Artists was moved into Commit- 
tee. 

Mr. BODWELL moved an amendment 
to strike out the fifth clause, which alloy. 
ed of disposing of their works by lottery. 

Mr. WORKMAN explained that the ob- 
ject of the Bill was to establish a taste for 
arts, and also a fund for the relief of artists’ 
widows, &c. 

Mr. MORRIS explained that the Bili 
had been fully considered in the Private 
Bill Committee, where it was found that 
the same privilege of disposing of pictures 
by lottery was in existence in HKngland: 
and the United States. An amendment 
was mide to provide that the society 
should submit to any future legislation om 
the subject by this Parliament, and it 
could be deprived of its power if the 
liberty granted by the clause was in any 
way abused. He could see no obiectiom 
to the Bill as it stood. 

The amendment was lost, and the Bri! 
passed through Committee. 


COPPER COIN. 


Mr. WORKMAN enquired what hac 
been done with the forty thousand dollars 
worth of copper coin which the Govern- 
ment (late Province of Canada) purchasect 
from the Bank of Upper Canada, in 1862, 
with the view of preventing its circulation, 
and for which it paid 84 cents on the 
dollar. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the purchase had been made, and that a 
large portion of the copper was lying in 
the Branch of the Upper Canada Bank in 
Toronto, and also some in the Montrea! 
branch. The Government had receivec: 
information that some of that coin haz 
irregularly got into circulation, and hac! 
determined to do everything in thelr 
power to recover their property. He. was 
quite aware that there was acounter claim 
set up, and therefore it would not be ac- 
visable to give further information. [Every 
exertion would be made by the Govern- 
ment to protect its interest. 


JUDGE OF KAMOURASKA, 


Mr. BERTRAND asked whether the Gow- 
ernment was informed that the Judge for 
the District of Kamcuraska and Rimouwskr 
had recently again made. his quarterly eur 
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cuit with ut, so to speak, taking cognizance 
of cases, and without holding special sit- | 
tings of the Circuit Court as he had been | 
in the habit of doing for three years past, 
and whether in view of the losses entailed 
upon parties to suits in those districts from 
that mode of administering justice, the 
Government had determined to appoint an- 
other Judge in the place of the present 
Judge. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said that 
the Government had no information of the 
reason of the above course. He would re- 
peat that the Judge had asked permission 
to resign. The Covernment had the re- | 
signation still under consideration. 


SHIPBUILDING. 


Hon. Mr. CAAUVEAU asked whether 
it was the intention of the Government to 
encourage shipbuilding in Canada by ex- 
empting from duty materials imported for 
shipbuilding, or by a drawoack—and more 
especially with respect to iron imported 
for the building of composite ships? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the in- 
tentions of the Government would be dis- 
closed in the Budget. 

SALARIES OF JUDGES. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was the intention of the Government 
this session to introduce a Bill to alter the 
law which fixed the Salaries of the Judges. 


PIERS AND HARBOURS. 


Mr. FORBES moved for the return of 
moneys expended on public piers and 
wharves in the Dominion since the Ist of 
July, 1867, with the names of the con- 
tractors, &c. He said the question was one 
of the greatest importance to Nova Scotia. 
These piers had been built at great ex- 
pense by the Government, and, since 
Confederation, had been allowed to fall 
into disrepair. They were of paramount 
importance to Nova Scotia, and especially 
in winter. Some had not been finished, 
and all the money expended on them was 
being lost. They had been asked to leave 
the matter over in the previous sessions. 
One wharf wasat the end of a great public 
highway, and was for the commerce of the 
whole Dominion. It should be looked 
after. This wharf, if it went down, would 
be a great injury to the port of Liver- 
pool and tothe Maritime element. There 
was, too, the Island of Little Hope, which 
ought to be attended to, the whole of 
which is being disintegrated, and the 
Light House on the Island, which is itself 
being washed away, will be destroyed, 
thus adding greatly to the dangers of mvy- 
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igation at a place directly in the track of 
all navigation. 

Mr. H. McDONALD said Nova Scotia 
had received but scant justice in this re- 
spect ; out of the whole sum for such repairs 
only $5,000 had been expended in that Pro- 
vince. Very large sums had been expended 


iby the Local Government, and they very 


justly refused to appropriate any money for 
works which had been taken over by the 
Dominion. He hoped that a comparative 
statement would be made that would show 


i that the money hid been expended on 


the Lakes while all had been withdrawn 
| from the Maritime Provinces. ‘These were 
standing causes of irritation, and he hoped 


‘that these great public works would be 


regulated, as they ought to be by justice 


/and public law. 


Mr. COFFIN said if the Island of Little 
Hope was not preserved a great many 
lives would be lost, as the soil was being 
rapidly washed away, leaving nothing but 
aledge of rocks. It was in the direct 
course of uavigation, on a dangerous 
coast, Where many wrecks had occurred. 
He called attention, also, to the state of 
the Buoys which had formerly been cared 
for by the Local Government, but there 
were now large numbers of them carried 
away out of their places, and very imper- 
fectly laid down. There was not only 
great inconvenience from this, but great 
danger. 

Mr. SAVARY said a declaration of policy 
on this question should be given. He had 
frequently to apply for aid for wharves 
and piers, and was told they were local 
matters, while they had been made Do- 
minion matters. He found the harbour 
of St. John had received assistance, and 
he desired to know where the line was to 
be drawn. He found upwards of $130,000 
for such works on Lakes Huron and Erie, 
and he could not understand on what 
different footing they could be placed. 
The harbour of Digby, before the last 
election, had been built atan expenditure 
of $500,000 or $400,000. It was essential 
to the traffic between the two Provinces. 
The Dominion refused to give any proper 
sum to complete the works, while the 
paltry sum of $1,000 would have done it, 
and itis now going to decay, after the 
Local Government had given $10,000, after 
Confederation, to secure toa certain ex- 
tent what they had done. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said this was a question 
which came up ever and anon. ‘There had 
been works on Lake Huron and Lake Erie 
which had been decided to ke local. The 
Government had sold out, and these were 
now in the hands of private parties or muni- 
cipalities. He did not understand such 
works to be in the hands of the Dominion 
Parli: ment. 
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Mr. FORBES referred him to page 26 of 
the Estimates. 

‘Hon. Mr. WOOD said there were harbours 
for military or defensive purposes, but it was 
absurd to maintain that they were to be- 
gin at Lake Huron, and provide harbours | 
all along to the foot of Lake Ontario. 
They must remember that there were no 
public harbours in Ontario and Quebec. 
The harbour of Quebec, was not. public, 
but local, and ifthey expected all the har- 
bours in Nova Scotia to be. maintained it 
could not be done. The harbour of St. 
John was not a public harbour, in the 
sense that it laid an obligation on the 
General Government to aid it, but a sum 
was voted on account of previous pledges, 
Some principle must be laid down. 
They must either take every harbour as 
public, or give them up. 

Mr. HUGH MoDONALD said there was 
a wide distinction to be drawn. There 
were piers built by the Government for the 
public good. These, by the Union. Act, 
were transferred to the Dominion, and 
the Local Government had no right to 
interfere with them. The arguments of 
the Treasurer of Ontario were not borne 
out by facts. [fnew harbours were to be 
built by the Government in Ontario, 
surely the same should be done in Nova 
Scotia. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
there was not a public harbour in Lake 
Ontario, 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said he did not be- 
heve there was a public harbour in all the 
old Province of Canada. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they had better [| 
begin to consider the Estimates at once 
upon this question. 

Mr. HUGH McDONALD said there was 
a still stronger argument against the state- 
ment, and that was the fact of there being 
$100,000 on the estimates for such har- 
bours. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the member for 
Antigonish contounded Lake Ontario with 
the whole of the Lakes, of which there 
were four in Ontario. On one of these 
the municipality, where it was situated, 
had laid out $500,000. In Lake Erie the 
American Government had erected Ron- | 
deau harbour, and expended large sums | 
on Lake Huron, their complaint being 
that nothing was done on this side, al- 
though on one harbour the local munici- 
pality had laid out $100,000. When the 
estimates came up they could discuss all 
these questions, but he thought it unfor- 
‘tunate they should have drifted into such 
a discussion as the present. He would be 
prepared to vote in each case as it came 
up, and regretted that the matter had 
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been brought up as a sectional argument. 
He was sure that no one in the West de- 


sired to make these questions sectional. 


Mr. HUGH McDONALD sail it was sure- 
ly right to bring up the claims they had. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said undoubtedly, but 
not to be comparing claims of one Pro- 
vince with another. If there were any 
improper votes in the Estimates, for 
works on the Lakes, he would vote agvinst 
them. ‘The mover, in this case, had peop- 
erly stated his grounds ; and there, in the 
meantime, the matter should rest. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the 
question had not escaped the attention of 
the Government, and it had been consid- 
ered more than once by the Privy Council, 
as there had been demands for help for 
piers, wharves and harbours, not only 
from Nova Scotia, but from the other Pro- 
vinces. One always supposed that if 
there was only one harbour requiring help, 
it was the one nearest home. It should 
be recollected that such harbours were in 
all the four Provinces, not only on the sea 
coast, but along the St. Lawrence and on 
the inland lakes. The interests might be 
greater, but they were as pressing in the 
one place as in the other, and if they 
give help in the one case, it could not be 
contended that they should not give it in 
the other. The Government must, there- 
fore, consider the policy for the whole. It 
had therefore been proposed to classify 
the harbours in the following way: Ist. 
Harbours which were essentially Federal, 
such as were for Federalinterests, for navi- 
gation generally, or harbours of refuge. 
Such should secure help from the Federal 
treasury. 2nd. Harbours ofa mixed nature, 
in which the Federal and Provincial Govy- 
ernments had an interest. These should 
obtain help from the Federal Treasury, 
provided the locality help to the extent of 
at least 50 per cent. 3rd. Such harbours 
as had been provided for in Bills passed by 
this Parliament, or which might be passed, 
which were more of a local nature. The 
Federal Government might advance a sum 
of money on the security of the funds 
created by the collection of harbour 
dues. 4th. Those are of such a mere- 
ly local nature that the Federal Govern- 
ment had no interest in them. These 
should be entirely thrown on local aid. 
With regard to the $100,000 spoken of as 
set down for Lakes Huron and Erie, when 
the estimates were taken into considera- 
tion, he thought the members would be 
satisfied. Certain sums would be asked 
for, and when the item was taken up he 
would make fuller explanations. As to 
the harbours spoken of by the mover, 
these with others in the Province had en- 
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gaged the attention of the Government, 
amd would be brought up. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said it was only fair to 
the Minister of Public Works to say that 
tre, had called his attention to Little Hope 
{sland. He was not in a position then to 
say anything on the subject; but the mem- 
ver for Sherbrooke had been written to, 
and his report was so full and exhaustive, 
iat a sum, on account of works there, had 
‘been put on the estimates. 


Hon. Col. GRAY said that the general 
wrinciples regulating these harbours would 
‘Se found laid down in the British North 
America Act, and in that Act the public 
works and harbours had been specified. 
These were stated to be public harbours, 
tight houses piers, and Sable Island. He 
thought the 92nd section, defining the ex- 
clusive powers of the Dominion Parliament 
im legislation, gave a key to the whole 
matter. Hach particular case must be 
settled by Parliament itself as it came up, 
end the reasons on which the applications 
depended must be considered. He spoke 
with some interest on the subject, as being 
from the Maritime Provinces. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT FUND. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD moved certain resolu- 
“gions on the subject of the fund for public 
anaprovements created by the Legislature 
of the late Province of Canada in 1853. 
fhe first 16 were merely recitative of facts, 
the 17th and last being ‘‘that the dealings 
of Government with the said settlers should 
‘be characterized by the utmost good faith, 
and that good faith required the Govern- 
ment of the late Province after having 
passed the said rescinding Order in Coun- 
cil of the 6th March, 1861, to make provi- 
sion for the application to local improve- 
ments of the stipulated proportions of 
moneys unpaid, and which might subse- 
quently be paid, or, in respect of sales, 
made prior to the date of the said rescind- 
ing Order in Council, and during the exist- 
ence of the term of purchase, as disclosed 
im the said Act and Order in Council, and 

. that the Government of the late Province 
having omitted so to do, the obligation to 
carry out the compact made with the said 
settlers, to the extent of the moneys be- 
jonging to that fund, with limitations afore- 
said devolves on the Government of Can- 
ada under the British North America Act.” 
He said that at first in order to get the 
matter settled he presented the case to 
the Government, who seemed to have 
some difficulty m coming to a conclusion, 
and the only thing left for him 
to do was to bring the wmat- 
ter before the House. The claim was that 
ofnumerous settlers who had settled on 
public lands in the Province of Ontario. 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 
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Prior to 1852 large portion of the Provin- 
ce was a wilderness, and settlement in 
those districts went forward slowly. The 
Administration of that timé, of which the 
present Finance Minister was the head, 
turned their attention to the necessity 
of using all possible means in their power 
for the purpose of encouraging the-settle- 
ment of wild lands. Prior to that time 
there had been a million of acres set apart 
for the support of Common Schools, the 
land being situated in the counties of 
Huron, Bruce, Grey and Perth, and were 
supposed to be the best wild lands m 
those Counties. Dr. Rolph was Commis- 
sioner of Crown Lands at the time, and, ~ 
to use the words of Mr. Russell, his Dep- 
uty, he adopted a policy founded on the 
belief that the Almighty intended those 
lands should be settled ; and the welfare 
of the country did not consist in obtaining 
a high price for those lands, but in 
peopling a wilderness with free, sturdy 
men (near, hear). He proposed that the 
price of School Lands should be reduced 
from $2.50 to $2.00, and Crown Lands 
from $2.00 to $1.50, and to encourage 
settlement, he proposed that half a dol- 
lar an acre of the purchase money should 
be set apart to be expended in local im- 
provements. An Order in Council was 
passed on that recommendation, and on 
the 14th of June, an Act was passed to 
that effect. The discussion prior to the 
passing of the Act was watched with a 
great deal of interest, both by those either 
interested in effecting the settlement of 
those lands, or in procuring those wild 
lands for settlement. Under that Act the 
regulations were made, that no lot was to 
exceed 200 acres, and that there should 
be actual and continuous possession, the 
payment of purchase being extended, as 
an inducement, over ten years. In dis- 
cussion, it was distinctly stated that one- 
fourth of the School and one-fifth of the 
Crown Lands purchase money was to be 
set apart, and the evidence was clear as to 
the effect of that Act upon the settlement 
of those wild lands. ‘The officials recog- 
nized the existence of that improvement 
Fund, and Departmental books were ac- 
tually prepared for the purpose. There 
could be no doubt as to the impression 
under which settlers acted, which could 
be proved by other matters, one of which 
was the declaration of a Minister of the 
Crown (Malcolm Cameron), who, in the 
election for the county of Huron in 1854, 
issued a placard in which he claimed 
credit to the Government for haying ef- 
fected a reduction in the price of land, 
and having created a reserve fund for 
effecting public improvements. That mat- 
ter was spoken about from one end of the 
land to the other, and it was pressed upon 
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intending settlers and immigrants as a 
great inducement for them to settle on 
these lands. The Government spoke of 
that Improvement Fund in about 20 
Orders in Council, running over several 
Administrations. In 1861 the Government, 
as the hon. Finance Minister had already 
said, had successive cleficits, and thought 
they might conveniently dispense with 
that Fund, and they ordered that no fur- 
ther payment should be made out of it. 
In 1862 Hon. Mr. McDougall, as Min- 
ister of Public Works, issued a minute 
affirming that the payments out of the 
Fund continued legal down to 1861, and 
recommended that they be paid accord- 
ingly—the payments out of the Fund 
having ceased in 1859. This was adopted. 
The question arose whether those facts 
were true, andif they were he-thought that 
the good faith of the Crown was pledged 
honourably to carry out that duty. He 
had no doubt as to what would be the ef- 
fect of 4 similar agreement between private 
individuals in the Court of Equity, and 
the question then arose whether the mor- 
ality and sacredness of a compact entered 
into with a large class of settlers on those 
wild lands, in which the honour of the 
Crown was concerned, was not as sacred 
as if it were made between private indi- 
viduals. There could be no excuse for 
not honourably carrying out the promises 
made to those settlers as had been done 
up to March, 1861. What he claimed was, 
that of what the late Province of Canada 
received between 1861 and the Ist of 
July, 1867, in paynent for lands sold prior 
to 1861, and not subsequently, parties 
who bought those lands on the full un- 
-derstanding of the Improvement Fund 
being in force should have the promise 
made to them fulfilled. He claimed that 
the Government should pay over the due 
proportion of money received for those 
lands for the purpose of improvement. 
The people of Perth, Grey, Bruce and 
Simcoe, lying in the rear of the first set- 
tlements of the country, were interested 
in this matter, and the question would 
have come up before but for the chronic 
state of the crisis that had existed. He 
simply asked that this Government, being 
bound to carry out the obligations of the 
late Province of Canada, should recognize 
those claims and charge them to the debt 
of the Province. Hon. members from 
other Provinces would understand that 
they did not ask to burden them, and it 
would not increase the liabilities of the 
Dominion. The limit of the debt of the 
Province had exceeded the proportion of 
$62,500,000, and it would simply add to 
the amount of that excess, and would not 
affect the liabilities of the Dominion. 
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With these few observations he moyed 
that the resolutions be adopted. 


Mr. CASAULT rose to a point 
of order. These resolutions were nothing 
less than appropriations of money, and the 
House should go into Committee to con- 
sider them. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said he had not moved 
the resolutions without examining the au- 
thorities. They proposed no appropria- 
tion; but merely asserted an abstract pro- 
position. 

The SPEAKER asked if the resolutions 
would effect a charge on the people ? 

Hon. Mr. WOOD replied that they cer- 
tainly would effect a charge on the people ; 
but the Government might or might not 
act onthem as they thought fit. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said the resolu- 
tions were not moved as a mere abstract 
proposition. They were moved with a 
View of taking money from the public 
chest. They could not be moved unless in 
Committee. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he thought the 
question of order was whether the motion 
involved acharge upon the people as re- 
presented in this Parliament. The reso- 
lutions, if carried, would be merely in the 
shape of directing the Government as to 
the disposal of certain claims which were 
stated to be a debt owing to acertain local 
fund. The result would be the imposition 
of a certain amount of money on the late 
Province of Canada, a debt which they 
would have to divide between them. The 
matter was brought up there because the 
old Province of Canada had no Legislature 
of. its own, and until the debts of the old 
Province were closed there was no other 
tribunal to which it could be brought. If 
the Speaker ruled the motion out of order 
there was no other place where such a mo- 
tion could be brought up. That House 
was competent to indicate the manner in 
which certain things should be done, and 
that being the case it could not impose 
a burden on those who were represented 
by members of the House. The motion, 
on that account, could not be out of order. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the motion was clearly out of order, because 
it imposed burdens on the people of the 
Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked Sir JOHN, 
‘¢ Supposing those resolutions to be passed, 
could they serve as a basis for the Bill to 
give effect to an appropriation ?”’ 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD 
plied in the negative. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if that were so, 
then the resolutions were not a step to- 
wards making an actual appropriation of 
money. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the Government 
had paid out two millions of money with- 
out coming to the House about it, and 
the other day- they had paid $1,200 to an 
individual connected. with the York Roads. 
If these resolutions passed, the money 
would be paid as a charge on the late 
Province of Canada, when the question 
would come before the arbitrators, as to 
what portion each should pay. 

Mr. JACKSON said that by the passing 
of these resolutions no public burden 
would be imposed. It would merely be 
taking the school funds now in existence 
and originally imposed for school purposes, 
and deyoting them to a highly important 
purpose. The House was aware that an 
Act of Parliament had been passed fixing 
the price at 10s. per acre, and giving 
power to the Government to expend 
2s. 6d. per acre for public improvements. 
The question was whether that order did 
not remain in force so long as there were 
any public lands of that character in ex- 
istence. That order remained as part of 
an Act of Parliament, and it was an act of 
injustice to appropriate the money for any 
other purpose. 

Mr. FERGUSON said if the resolutions 
were closely examined, they would be 
foun] to affirm a proposition that was un- 
deniable, and the Government could not 
deny that the money was collected by the 
old Province of Canada, and was now in 
the Treasury. 

It now being six o’clock, the House rose 
for recess. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Mr. FERGUSON resumed the discussion 
on the point of order, and argued that these 
resolutions should be accepted. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said the resolutions 
did not propose expenditure on the face 
of them. The practice of the English 
House agreed with the view he took in 
support of it, which he quoted from re- 
cords. There was no other way in which 
the House could express its opinion. 

The SPEAKER ruled that the objection 
was good, and that the resolutions ought 
to originate mn Committee of the Whole, on 
account of their involving a charge upon 
the public purse of the Dominion. With 
regard to the point raised by the hon. 
member for Lambton, as to the Dominion 
Government having the power to pay that 
money on account of the late Province of 
Quebec, that very circumstance of this 
House being trustee of the Provinces of 
Ontario and Quebec rendered it bound to 
see that every constitutional check should 
be interposed before any charge could be 
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- made against them. The Dominion Gov- | 
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ernment ought therefore to be more care- 
ful of seeing every constitutional check 
interposed. He therefore thought, that 
the resolutions should originate in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and he felt with 
regard to the other points that there 
should be a message from the Governor 
General. He decided that the objection 
taken was good, and the resolution could 
not be submitted. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said he would then 
propose the resolutions excepting the 
clauses objected to. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that could not be done. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON considered that as 
a matter of right and not of courtesy the 
hon. member should be allowed to pro- 
ceed. The resolutions were numbered 
and would be put seriatim. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
was not so. The hon. member could not 
proceed, 

The SPEAKER said the resolutions 
were framed as a whole and lead up to the 
last which had been declared out of order. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—I will give notice 
then. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER —It is 
after five o’clock, and the hon. gentleman 
cannot, 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—Do I understand the 
hon. gentleman to object? His followers 
will understand his object in doing so. 
(Hear, hear.) 

Mr. FERGUSON—That is not fair play. 


' . The matter then dropped—Hon. Mr. 


WOOD handing in the notice to the clerk 
at the table. . 


SEIGNIORY OF SOREL LAND TENURE. 


On this subject Mr. McCARTHY of Rich- 
elieu moved, seconded by Mr. KEELER, of 
Northumberland, that a Special Committee 
of this House be appointed to examine 
into the facts respecting the tenure of 
lands in the Seigniory of Sorel, and whe- 
ther the proprietors therein are liable to 
rentes constituées, or hold their properties 
in free and common soccage ; said Commit- 
tee to be composed of the Hon. Mr. Dori- 
on, Messrs. Dufresne, Wright (Ottawa), 
Jones (North Leeds and Grenville), Gen- 
dron, Fortin, Caron, McDougall (Three 
Rivers), and the Mover, with power to send 
for persons, papers, and records. He 
stated, for the information of the House, 
that his application was based upon a pe- 
tition presented this Session, signed by 
the leading citizens of Sorel and the occu- 
pants of the Seigniory. In this petition, 
it was distinctly set forth that from a mis- 
conception of the actual terms under 
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which these lands were held, rents, (rentes 
constituées) and mutation fines(lods et rentes) 
had been, for many years levied. from 
them, although under the arrangements 
made in 1780 by Sir Frederick Haldimand, 

an Imperial guarantee was given to the 

United Empire loyalists who were induced 
to settle in that Seigniory at the time, that 
these grants would be held ‘in free 
and common soccage’ in. the same 
manner as grants had been made to 
the same class ofsettlersin Upper Canada. 
When Sir Frederick Haldimand purchased 
the Seigniory in 1780 for the sum of £3,- 
300, it was principally on account of its 
position asa strong military post, and 
everything in the shape of Seigniorial pro- 
fits or the enaction of liabilities under 
Seigniorial tenure, was distinctly ignored. 

From 1780 to 1821, the occupants held the 
land as really ‘in "free and common soc- 

cage” under the Royal Letters Patent of 
13th June 1811 and 21st December 1812, 
and in the year 1821 they were coerced in 
spite of Royal Enactments, to consider 
themselves lable to the payment of Scig- 
niorial liabilities. From that date till 1854, 
they were compelled topay lods et reutes 
and rentes constituées. *The hon. member 
then remarked that as a similar Commit- 
tee had been granted to Mr. Perreault 
his predecessor in the representation of 
the County of Richelieu he trusted that 
no diticulty would be thrown in the way 
of his proposition. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—in 
reply to the hon. member, desired it to be 
élearly understood that the proposition of 
the hon. member could not be 
entertained for one moment. He held 
that the lands had never been granted 
‘in free and common soccage,”’ but that 
on the contrary they had been in the hands 
of the Jesuits, the British Government, 
and a cadastre was at last made under the 
Seigniorial Act, which was clearly the pro- 
per ‘mode. He insisted that nothing 
could be gained by the motion of the mem- 
ber for Richelieu, and that at any rate, the 
Government could not feel justified in ac- 
ceeding to the request. If the Committee 
granted to Mr Perreault, and did not re- 
port, it must have been because there 
were no grounds on which to base a re- 

ort. 

Mr. CASAULT (Montmagny), in a short 
but effective speech, justified the sound. 
ness of the application made by the mem- 
ber for Richelieu, and maintained that a 
Committee was the proper tribunal to de- 
cide upon the merits of this petition. He 
held that as an act of simple justice, the 
data of the petition should be examined 
by a special Committee. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU briefly sustained 
the views of the last speaker, and held 
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that the Committee could be granted, 
although the Government might think pro- 
per to “resist the motion. 

Mr. McCARTHY replied, shewing that 
on the 8th February 1865, ‘the late Legis- 
lature of Canada passed the following- 
resolutions :— 

“Resolved, That a felect Committee 
‘““composed of Mr. Perreault, Hon. Mr. 
‘¢ Dorion, Mr. Taschereau, Mr. Joly and Mr. 
‘‘Wallbridge, (North Hastings), be ap- 
‘‘ pointed to enquire into the administra- 
“tion oss Seigniory of Sorel, since the 
‘- granting of lands in free and common soce- 
‘‘ cage by the Imperial Government ; to re- 
‘‘ port thereon, with all convenient ‘speed ; 


“with power to send for persons, papers 
‘Cand records.” 
Again on the 13th July, 1865, it was 


ordered on motion of Mr. Perreault ‘ that 
“Mr. Denis, Mr. Archambeault, Mr. 
“Scatcherd and Mr. Morrison, be added 
‘-. to the Committee.”’ 

This Committee granted at that time 
without objection, never made a report, 
as it appears by Mr. Todd’s Index, page 
284. 

The hon. member reported that the 
property never belonged to the Jesuits, 
and the feeling among his constituents 
was, that the principle admitted in 1865, 
should be sound in the Dominion Parlia- 
ment in 1870. 

After some conversation, and as the 
Government seemed so strongly determin- 
ed to resist the motionif put to the vote, 
the motion was not withdrawn, but de- 
clared lost on a division. 


OFFICERS OF MILITIA. 


Mr. BODWELL moved an addres for 
correspondence concerning the resigna- 
tion of certain officers of the Tth Battalion 
of Militia, Ontario. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said cor- 
respondence of that kind could not be 
given as a matter of course. He would 
like to hear what reason the mover could 
give. 


Mr. BODWELL said it had come to his 
knowledge that there had been certain 
considerable irregularities in regard to 
that matter, and the very fact that eight 
Company Officers should resign at once, 
would convince any one that there was 
some cause for inquiry; especially when 
the resiginations were accompanied by 
the dismissal of other officers. ‘There was 
great irregularity in the management of 
the Militia force, and the Minister of 
Militia had caused a great many irregu- 
larities detrimental to the interests of 
the force. That irregularity and mismana- 
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gement had a tendency to a great extent, 
of destroying the usefulness and efficiency 
of the force. The Minister of Militia was 
to a certain extent responsible for that 
state of things, inasmuch, as papers of the 
kind now asked for, whose production 
would have a tendency to enlighten the 
House, had been invaribly refused. The 
consequence was, that officers came to the 
conclusion that they might do as they 
pleased, and that the Ministers ofthe day 
would not allow their actions to be brought 
before the public. Whenthe Minister of 
Militia took office, he (Mr. Bodwell) thought 
his acts would have a tendency to destroy 
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the force. Facts had gone to verify that 
prediction. The Minister stated that they 


had 40,000 militia. This was a handsome 
force on paper, but had no existence, in 
fact. Out of $937,000 expended on the 
force in 1868-9, only $400,000 went to pay 
the men for their annual drill. The 
greatest part was spent in contingencies 
and in the payment of useless officers. 
The department had to sustain a war staff 
in time of peace. The Deputy Adjutant 
General might perform his duties and 
those ofthe Brigade Major at the same 
time. The Brigade Majors cost $16,000 
per annum, and they simply accompanied 
the Adjutant General when he proceeded 
on tours of inspection. The Paymasters 
and Quartermasters might be dispensed 
with. It cost $4,250 for the Paymasters, 
and $3,000 for the Quartermasters; but the 
Storekeepers could perform their duties, 
and have the efficiency of the force kept 
up. In many cases companies were re- 
ported to headquarters as efficient when 
they were not so. The department paid 
a bonus for reporting companies efficient 
when they were no such thing. The 
Brigade Major got €8 a year for reporting 
a company under his direction efficient, 
and there were instances brought under 
his (Mr. Bodwell’s) notice where a company 
which had been reported efficient did not 
muster fifteen men ondrill. An Adjutant 
General had reported one battalion as being 
made up of 363 non-commissioned officers 
and men, while he (Mr. Bodwell) heard 
from a gentleman, who was present at the 
drill that the number was only 125. He 
supposed that was the case over the whole 
Dominion, and that the 43,000 men would 
dwindle down to 14,000. He did not mean 
to say the men were not loyal, forif volun- 
teers were called for, Ontario could muster 
40,000 in one week, but that was because 
they were loyal in heart, and not because 
the Department was well managed. They 
expended $90,000 a year for Military 
Schools, and he believed they were proving 
disadvantageous rather than advantageous. 
In Ontario there was a larger Volunteer 
force than in Quebec, yet in the latter 
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Province the Cadets were more numerous 
than in the former. Many of the Cadets 
went to the Military Schools for the sake 
of honours. Some of them had left the 
country, and some joined the Papal 
Zouaves, and the country received no ad- 
vantage from them. How much better it 
would be to spend this money in making 
every man capable of bearing arms as an 
efficient Volunteer. He believed some of 
the charges, concerning which he asked 
for papers, to be serious charges. He hbe- 
lieved that it should be made known why 
certain officers had been dismissed, and 
that it wis the duty of the Government to 
lay the whole matter before the House. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
did not understand the Minister of Militia 
to refuse the production of that correspon- 
dence, but he had intended that a case 
should be made out. When the hon. 
gentleman was asked to do so, he com- 
plained that there were too many Brigade 
Majors; that the force was not so efficient 
as 1b was two years ago; and that it ought 
to be kept, not on a war, but on a peace 
footing. If an officer resigned, it was not 
at his own pleasure, and if there were any 
reasonable grounds for enquiring, that 
enquiry would be granted. But the hon. 
gentleman did not go into particulars, and 
such a motion could not be founded on 
rumour. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the hon. 
member no doubt thought he had suffi- 
cient information on which to found his 
motion, and that the Minister of Militia 
would immediately grant the correspon- 
dence, but he (Mr. Mackenzie) thought 
his opinion was wrong, and if ever the 
action of the Militia Department could be 
justified it would be in that case. The 
truth was that there had been a conspiracy 
by certain officers, who thought them- 
selves gentlemen, against their Colonel, a 
most efficient officer, because he was a 
painter. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—Perhaps they did not 
want to fight under his colours. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Some people fight 
under worse colours, (laughter.) ‘The 
conduct of these officers had been little 
in accordance with their pretensions, and 
he thought instead of giving them an 
opportunity of resigning, they ought to 
have been at once dismissed. 

Mr. FERGUSON said there had been a 
distinct charge made that returns had 
been falsified. This charge ought to be 
enquired into, as, if true, it not only 
falsely represented the state of the force, 
but there must have been payment made 
of the allowance coming to those who 
were represented to be present. It was a 
direct charge of fraud which should be 
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enquired into, and, if found correct, those 
guilty of it should be punished. 


Mr. BODWELL said he considered that 
he had produced information sufficient to 
warrant’the production of the correspon- 
dence. When such charges were made 
on authority against any officer, he thought 
there should be an enquiry granted. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Why 
does he not apply? I understood the hon. 
gentleman was acting in the RAT OSS of 
one Officer. 


Mr. BODWELL said he acted in the in- 
, terests of the public. He thought there 
was good reason for asking for those 
papers. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
think that the hon. gentleman had treated 
either himself or his department fairly. 
He had asked him to state his case, which 
might warrant the Government in. placing 
the correspondence before the House. 
That, was, all he asked; but the hon. 
member for Oxford went on with a line of 
argument which he thought might induce | 
the House to agree with him. But with 
regard to the case before him, he had 
given no facts in support of it. He said 
that the Militia of the country was in a 
state of disorganization, which was due to 
the Minister of Militia, and that every 
enquiry which was made was opposed by 
him. Buthe had never done so. There 
had been a motion relating to Colonel 
Dennis once before the House, and he 
stated that these papers were not usually 
brought before the House, and although a 
case had been partly made out, the House 
supported his views as to the unadvisabi- 
lity of producing those papers. In that 
case some facts had been laid before the 
House. In the present case they had no 
explanation, excepting what had been 
stated by the hon. member for Lambton. 
The facts of the case were, that on Prince 
Arthur visiting London a guard of honour, 
composed of Volunteers, was provided. 
Colonel Lewis, a very worthy and excel- 
lent officer, assigned the command of that 
guard to Capt: in Walker. Another officer, 
Captain Meredith, took umbrage at that, 
thinking that he (Captain "Meredith) 
would make a finer show on the occasion 
(laughter). He consequently dressed him- 
self. in uniform, and goimg to. the 
place where the guard was, endeavoured, 
by force, to assume the command. Capt. 
Walker resisted, and information was sent 
to Col. Lewis, who came to the place and 
maintained _ his original order. Capt. 
Meredith then went away, and having re- 
moved his uniform, returned and deliber. 
ately struck his Colonel in the face. That 
was one of the results of a conspiracy 
among the officers of the battalion to get 


[APRIL 4, 1870. 


of Militia. 854 


rid of their Colonel. Seven of them sided 
with Capt. Meredith, and sent in their re- 
signation to the Coemmander-in- Chief, in 
the hope that the regiment might be there- 
by disbanded. His Excellency no doubt 
would have been justified in dismissing 
the whole of them ; but he accepted their 
resignations, and instead of the battalion 
becoming disorganized it was still in ex- 
istence with full ranks. Those facts jus- 
tified the action of the Department. The 
hon. gentleman had unintentionally, per- 
haps, slandered the force in Upper Can- 
ada by his attegations. Notwithstanding 
the absence of Militiamen from drill, the 
muster ranged from 47 to 49 out of the 
full complement of 55 in each Company, 
and in some districts the full complement. 
Statistics from the other Provinces also 
proved that the force was numerically 
equal to that which was represented by 
the Department. The force was’ in a 
better state than it was two years ago, and 
there was no foundation to say that it ex- 


| isted only on paper, as would be seen on 


referring to the returns lately presented. 
With regard to the money going to pay 
Steff Officers, he did not think the charge 
was correct. 


Mr. BODWELL said that $400,000 was 
paid to men for drill, the remainder be- 
ing expended in contingencies and on the 
Staff. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE HE. CARTIER said 
that out of a vote of $1,000,700, $25,000 
went to the Brigade Majors, including the 
Staff Officers, and the $950,000 went to the 
men in the shape of drill money, clothing, 
transport, &c. There was not more than 
one- twentieth expended in the offices of 
the Force. As to the efficiency of the 
Force, they were not only fit for battalion 
drill but also for brigade drill. The pre- 
sent was not a@ proper time to enter into 
a full discussion of the subject; but he 
thought it necessary to make those state- 
ments, in order to prevent any misconcep- 
tion going forth in consequence of the re- 
marks of the hon. member for Oxford. 


The motion was lost on a division. 
COURTS IN GASPE AND BONAVENTURE, 


Mr, FORTIN moved orders for cor- 
respondence relating to the appointment 
of Judges of the Counties of Gaspe and 
Bonaventure. He said the motion he now 
made was nearly similar to one he 

made two years ago. He had no feelings 
of ill will against the Judges ; but he had 
to complain of the administration of jus- 
tice. He had to complain of the sitting of 
the Court at the Magdalen Islands. 
There were a large number of old cases 
and 25 new cases for trial there, but no 
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Judge to try them. Lawyers had been 
compelled to wait there at great inconve- 
nience, and to leave without accomplish- 
ing their business. He also objected to 
the manner in which the Court at Gaspe 
was conducted, the Judge living at an un- 
reasonable distance from the place. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was most unfortunate that the Judges had 
not the arrangements made, and hold a 
Court at Magdalen Islands. It was the 
duty of Judge Winters and Judge Maguire 
to hold circuits there, and if they had neg- 
lected their duty in that respect, they 
were liable to be punished by removal, 
but that could only be done by an address 
from both Houses. He hoped the publica- 
tion of this debate would call Judges to a 
sense of their duty. With reference to 
Judge Winters not residing at the chef lieu, 
he had been allowed a certain time to re- 
move, as it would have been inconvenient 
for him to have moved at once ; but it now 
appeared he had made no preparation to 
move, as it was his duty to do. 


Hon. Mr. BLANCHET said he hoped the 
Government would see that the tribunals 
of Kamouraska should also regain the con- 
fidence of the public which they had lost. 
The motion was carried. 


DUTY ON NATIVE TOBACCO. 


Mr. GODIN moved an address respecting 
the expenses incurred by the Department 
of Inland Revenue, in the collection of 
duty on leaf tobacco of Canadian growth 
exclusively. He pointed out the loss sus- 
tained by the farmers from its imposition. 


The motion was passed. 
WEIGHERS OF GRAIN. 


Mr. WALSH moved to go into Commit- 
tee of the Whole to consider the resolu- 
tions for the appointment of weighers of 
grain, &c. The object was to obviate some 
injustice done to farmers. Farmers carry- 
ing grain to market had to accept the 
weights of persons, of whom they bought 
goods, but when selling their own produce 
they had to accept the weighing of the pur- 
chasers. This they looked upon as an in- 
justice, and he, therefore, proposed that 
weighers of grain should be appointed 
who would be disinterested persons. He 
could not expect to get a Bill through the 
House that session, but he hoped to be 
able to introduce it so that the public of 
Ontario, to whom the Bill was proposed to 
be restricted, might be able to express an 
opinion on it before next session. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
on that understanding there could be no 


Mr. Fortin. 
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objection to proceeding with the resolu- 
tion. 


Mr. AULT thought there would be no 
beneficial results from the proposed mea- 
sure, and, therefore, moved the six 
months’ hoist. 


Mr. WALSH entered into further expla- 
nations. He thought that the hon. mem- 
ber might have waited till the Bill had 
been introduced before he took that step. 


Mr. MAGILL defended the character of 
the merchants, and considered the ques- 
tion of great importance. Merchants 
would always have to weigh grain as it 
came to them. 

Mr. ROSS (Dundas), thought the Bill 
might work well in towns and cities, but 
it would not do so in the cases of villages. 


Grain. 


‘Healso thought that the measure should 


apply to the whole Dominion. He could 
not consider that there was a very pressing 
necessity for this measure, but he was pre- 
pared to allow it to go through Committee, 
though it reflected somewhat on the char- 
acter of the honest portion of the commu- 
nity. 

Mr. FERGUSON thought that farmers 
would not object to a small outlay for the 
purpose of being satisfied as to the precise 
weight of grain. 

Mr. METCALFE thought that buyers 
should be compelled to accept the weight 
of the official weigher. 


Mr. OLIVER was of opinion that farmers 
were quite cute enough to look after their 
own interests. 


Mr. RYMAL considered the measure at 
one time uncalled for, but had recently 
heard of great dissatisfaction in the city of 
Hamilton, and considered that nothing 
would be more popular in that city than 
a proposal to establish a public weigher of 
grain. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said parties often came to him in Toronto, 
as Attorney-General, pressing upon him to 
indict warehouse-men for defrauding them 
in weighing grain. He thought that far- 
mers should be protected, and in order to 
do so he was in favour of the appointment 
of a person who could be prosecuted if he 
purposely gave false weight. 


After some further discussion, 


Mr. WALSH said the reason why he had 
not sought umtformity in the resolution 
was, that unfortunately the other Pro- 
vinces were not so largely interested in 
the grain trade as Ontario, and that was 
the cause of his limiting the regulations to 
that Province. <A law of that kind would 
be useless if it were not compulsory. 


Mr. MAGILL said that if there were one 
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class of persons to whom the people were 
more indebted than another, it was the 
merchants of Canada. It was not right, 
therefore, to asperse, as some had done, 
the character of the merchants of such 
places as Toronto or Hamilton. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD would like to ask the 
leader of the House if that Parliament had 
the right to regulate weights and mea- 
sures? Ifso, it also had the right to reg- 
ulate the vehicles which brought the grain 
to market. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that Parliament had a perfect right to 
regulate the question of weights and mea- 
sures. 


The amendment was then withdrawn. 

The House went into Committee on the 
resolutions, Mr. MILLS in the chair. 

The Committee rose, and Mr. WALSH 
introduced a Bill founded on the resolu- 
tions. 

The Bill was read a first time ; second 
reading to-morrow. 

All the foregoing motions were carried : 


Routine 


RATE OF INTEREST ON CERTAIN FUNDS. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD moved an address for 
minutes in Council, &c., on the rate of in- 
terest allowed since the 4th of May, 1859, 
on the capital of seigniories and capital of 
compensation to townships in Lower Can- 
ada 


ALGOMA COURT HOUSE. 


fon. Mr. WOOD moved an address for 
contracts, &c., relating to the construction 
of the Court House and Gaol for the Dis- 
trict of Algoma, &c. 


DUNDAS AND WATERLOO ROADS. 


Mr. YOUNG moved an address for the 
state of accounts between Thomas Robert- 
son and the Government in regard to the 
receipts and expenditures of the Dundas 
and Waterloo macadamized road, &c. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY STOCK. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Of rolling stock and 
rails for Intercolonial Railway. 


HOPS AND SALT. 


Mr. MAGILL moved the adoption of a 
report of the Committee on the extent and 
condition of the Hop growing and Salt in- 
terest of Canada. 

‘The report was read, and 

tion. Mr. WOOD raised the same point 
of order as was, urged against his resolu- 
tions on the Improvement Fund. The 
adoption of the report would necessitate 
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a pecuniary measure and must originate in 
the Committee of the Whole. 
Mr. MAGILL referred to a precedent, 
and said that there could be no objection. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
could be no advantage from pressing the 
motion. 


Mr. BOWELL said that the salt manu- 
facturer only wished for reciprocity with 
the States. The motion was within the 
powers of the House. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER thought that if 
the House adopted the Committee’s report 
they would be affecting the trade by regu- 
lations which did not originate in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and would be out of 
order. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the motion 
was in order, 

Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD hoped that 
the hon. member would not press his 
motion then, as the budget would be down 
in a day or two. He suggested that the de- 
bate should be adjourned. 

Mr. MAGILL acquiesced, and the de- 
bate was adjourned accordingly. 


Business. 


HON. D’ARCY McGEE’S MURDER. 


Mr. PAQUET moved an address for sums 
paid, or to be paid in connection with the 
arrest, trial and conviction of the murderer 
and those accused of the murder of the 
late Hen. T. D. McGee, &c. Carried. 


BARRACKS FOR IMPERIAL TROOPS. 


Mr. BODWELL moved an address for a 
return of unsettled claims or accounts 
against the Government of Canada for bar. 
racks, &c., for Imperial troops, from Ist 
January, 1861, to the present time, &c. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said that there 
were but two outstanding claims—one re- 
ferring to the drill shed at London, and the 
other to the Crystal Palace at Toronto. 
He expected they would be settled ina 
very short time, but that there was no 
objection to granting the address. Motion 
carried. 


ADJOURNING OF HOUSE. 


Mr. CASAULT moved the adjournment 
of the House. Lost. 


RATE OF INTEREST. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundag) moved that the 
House go into Committee of the Whole to 
consider certain resolutions on the subject 
of interest. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD and 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS pressed the hon. 
member to adjourn the consideration of 
his motion, and 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved the adjourn- 
ment till Monday. 


Mr. ROSS pressed for a division, and 
Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said that no one 
knew better than the Minister of Militia 
that the Government never intended to 
proceed withthe promised measure. (Oh!) 


A division was then taken with the fol- 
lowing result:—Yeas, 47; Nays, 26. Majo- 
rity for the amendment, 21. 

The motion was adjourned accordingly. 


MOTIONS. 


ryyt 


he following motions were carried on 
short discussions :— 

Mr. JONES (Leeds)—Address fora state- 
ment of persons employed in the Public 
Service at Ottawa since Ist January, 1868. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL—Address for names 
of persons appointed to office, &c., in coen- 
nection with the North West Territory, with 
expenses, &ec. 

Mr. MASSON moved an instruction to 
the Commission shortly to be appointed 
to consider the question of the Canals of 
the Dominion, on the subject of the Beau- 
harnois Canal. 


The motion was eventually withdrawn. 
SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved that the re- 
port of the Committee of Supply be re- 
ceived.—Carried. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved that the 
House resolve itself into Committee of 
Ways and Means on Tuesday next. 


THE BUDGET. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, Hon. 
Sir F. HINCKS said he would make his 
financial statement on Thursday. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said that 
he would proceed with the third reading of 
the ‘Tittle Bill’ to-morrow, (lauzhter.) 
He would also take the second reading of 
the Supreme Court Bill, and very likely 
the Interest Resolutions, 


The House adjourned at 1.05 a.m. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 5, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at the 
usual hour. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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After routine business, 
TRADE TREATY. 


Hon. Mr. LOCKE inquired if the Gov- 
ernment had received any information 
from the British Minister at Washington, 
or from any other source, relative to a 
Trade Treaty having been entered into be- 
tween the Government of the United 
States and that of Prince Edward Island? 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the Govern- 
ment had no information. 


NORTH WEST TERRITOMY. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR inquired if the formal 
transfer of the North West had been made, 
and whether the Government intended to 
send troops there, and whether the Im- 


perial Government and Hudson 
Bay Company, or either of them, 


had oftered to bear a share of the expense ? 
On referring to the feeling existing in the 
country in regard to the recent events in 
the North West, he expressed the hope 
that the country would be united on some 
reasonable means for restoring order, and 
trusted that there was no truth in the 
rumour that there was a division in the 
Cabinet. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was not. 
he least fuundation for the rumour which 
appeared in certain papers, that there was 
a division in the Cabinet on the North West 
question, and he hoped that the denial 
given would not be taken as a precedent 
for rebutting such idle rumours. With 
respect to the enquiry, he might say that no 
promise of transfer had taken place, no 
timé having been fixed; and he could not, 
without prejudice to the public service, 
answer any other part of the question. 

Hon. Mr. REESOR proceeded to say 
that it would be some satisfaction if rea- 
sonable assurance could be given that 
something would be done to restore order, 
when he was interrupted by a question of 
order. 

Aftersome conversation on the point, 
the matter was dropped. 


NEW BRUNSWICK POLICE FORCE BILL. 


The New Brunswick Police Force Bill 
was read a third time. 


MONTREAL AND CHAMPLAIN JUNCTION 
RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second 
reading of the Montreal and Champlain 
Junction Railway Bill—Carried, and _ refer- 
red to the Committee on Railways. 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR DUES. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS moved the second 
reading of the Belleville Harbour Dues 


861 Great Western 


Bill—Carried, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Bills. 


[APRIL 


GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER moved the sec- 
ond reading of the Great Western Rail- 
way Company’s Act Amendment Bill. In 
explaining the scope of the Bill, he said 
that the most important clause was that 
relatng to the alteration of gauge, and 
for the information of hon. gentlemen 
from the Maritime Provinces, he might 
say that when the road was built, the Cum- 
pany had power to adopt any gauge, and 
that in consideration of receiving aid from 
Government the broad gauge was adopted. 
But this gauge was not suited to the west- 
ern extensions of the line, and great in- 
convenience arose from break of gauge, 
and as the Company had repaid their ob- 
ligation to the Government, it was 
thought no oppcsit.on should be made to 
the proposed change, especially as none 
of the other companies had entered a pro- 
test. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said it should 
be considered .that there were several 
branches connected with the Great Wes- 
tern, one to Guelph, and another to 
Port Stanley, allof which were laid with 
the five feet. six inch gauge, and if the 
broad gauge was taken off the Great Wes- 
tern, it .would necessitate the tran- 
shipment of freight at all the junctions 
or a change of gauge on all the branches, 
and it should also be remembered that the 
proposed Wellington, Grey and Bruce 
Railway which had been promoted by the 
Great Western, had been promisel by the 
promoters the broad gauge, and that pro- 
mise had induced municipwlities to grant 
bonuses on the presumption that the 
broad gauge would enable farmers to 
reach markets both Fast and West. He 
thought the interests of the Provinces 
should be first considered, and that our 
railways should give the first consideration 
to local traffic. There should, he contend- 
ed, be a general policy. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER said,the broad gauge 
was undoubtedly more expensive than 
the narrow, without affording any greater 
accommodation, and he hoped that the 
alteration of the Greit Western was the 
first step which would lead to the adoption 
of thenarrow giuge on all trunk railways, 
(hear hear.) 

Hon. Mr. McMASTER thought the want 
or otherwise of a general policy should be 
no bar to the passage of the Bill; and he 
tendered h’s public acknowledgments to 
the Grand Trunk Company for the assist- 
ance they had given in promoting the 
object of the Bill. 
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The Bill was carried and referred to the 
Committee on Railways. 


Railway. 


HALIFAX JUVENILE OFFENDERS DETEN- 
TION BILL. 


The House then went into Committee 
of the whole on the Halifax Juvenile 
Offenders Detention Bill. 

The Committee rose and reported, and 
the Bill was ordered fora third reading 
to-morrow. 


COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER moved the second 
reading of the Collingwood Harbour Dues 
Bill. . 

Carried, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Banking and Commerce and Rail- 
ways. 

The House then adjourned. 


ne 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 5, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’elock. . 


%, 


RAILWAY COMMITTEE. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER pre- 
sented the fifth report of the Railway 
Committee with the Bill respecting the 
Canada Central Railway Company, 


PRIVATE BILLS. 


On motion of Hon. Sir GEORGE E, 
CARTIER the time for receiving reports 
from the Select Committees on Private 
Bills, was extended to Tuesday, the 12th 
instant. 


CANADIAN INDUSTRIES. 


A petition was presented praying that 
Canadian industries might be placed ona 
fair footing with foreign productions in 
Canadian markets. | 


PRINTING COMMITTER. 


The sixth report of the Joint Committee 
on Printing was presented, recommending 
the printing of the reports of Engineers on 
the Harbours of Refuge on Lakes Erie and 
Huron, and papers connected with the un- 
authorized payment of $20,000 to Sir Allan 
McNab, &c. 


UNFORESEEN EXPENSES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the third report of the Committee on Pub- 
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lic Accounts, stating that they had under 
consideration the expenditure on unfore- 
seen expenses, and reporting thereon. 


BANKS AND BANKING. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Bill respecting Banks 
and Banking. 

Mr. GODIN was in favour of limiting the 
rate of interest. Parliament should pass 
a law to prevent usurers from ruining 
those who through dire necessity were 
forced to borrow money. It had been the 
cause of the emigration of a great many 
inhabitants of the Province of Quebec to 
the United States. By adopting a maxi. 
mum rate of interest without prejudice to 
trade, we would prevent the courts of ju- 
risdiction their recognized rights. He hoped 
that the House would be in favour of lim: 
iting the rate of interest on discounts 
made by Banks on loans to seven per cent. 
per annum. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS AINCKS was glad to 
have one occasion on which his honourable 
friends opposite would vove with him. 


Hon. Mr. DORION supposed in that case 
that the Minister of Finance would accept 
this amendment. Certainly it was but 
right that Banks should be placed on the 
same footing with regard to the amount 
of interest they might charge as it was 
proposed by the Government to put private 
individuals. 


The amendment was put and lost—yeas, 
49: nays, 82. ; 

‘ Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, now’'that the 
little Bill of the Finance Minister was 
about to pass, he would give that hon. 
gentleman his felicitations on the small 
measure he was about to carry when he 
could not carry a comprehensive one. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
the felicitations of the hon. member were 
in consonance with the approbation which 
that gentleman had given to the Bill, 
(laughter. ) 

The Bill was then read a third time and 
passed. 


DOMINION NOTES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Bill, respecting Do- 
minion Notes. 

Mr. BODWELL moved that the Bill be 
referred back to a Committee of the 
Whole, to provide thut no notes of a less 
denomination than one dollar be issued. 
He said he did not wish to renew the dis- 
cuss.on on that Bill; but he had a motion 
on the paper similar to the one of the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke, whom he rezret- 
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ted was not present, and he would simply 
move his motion. He thought that many 
extraordinary powers were given to the 
Government by the Bill, but the one to 
which his motion referred, was that of 
issuing a small fractional currency. He 
had every reason to believe from the num- 
ber of petitions presented, and also from 
his own personal knowledge, that the 
power was one of a very objectionable 
character to the country. He thought it 
would be far better to have an issue of 
their own silyer coin for the purpose of 
small change, rather than flood the coun- 
try with a fractional currency which would 
prove a greater nuisance than the silver 
nuisance of which they now complained. 
He, therefore, moved that the Bull be re- 
ferred back to the Committee of the 
Whole, with instructions to amend it by 
giving the Government no power to issue 
notes of less demonination than one dol- 
lar. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS regretted 
that the hon. member should have post- 
poned till that stage of the Bill the moving 
of his amendment. The Bill had been 
fully discussed at all its stages, and it was 
now forthe first time that this question 
of fractional currency had been -raised. 
The views of the Government had been 
totally misunderstood by a great number 
of persons throughout the country upon 
that question. ‘The Government had no 
intention of issuing a fractional currency 
for permanent circulation, but un ler very 
peculiar circumstances it had been deem- 
ed expedient to prevent the possibility of 
great public inconvenience which might 
result, if American silver should cease to 
be a circulating currency after the 15th 
of th’s current month. By preparing that 
issue, they would simply be ready in case 
it should be found necessary or desirable 
in the interests of the public, and for 
their own convenience, that the paper 
should be issued to be exchanged for gold 
or its equivalent. There would not be the 
slightest effort on the part of the Govern- 
ment to put that fractional currency in 
circulation. It would beseen on consider- 
ation that the Government had no object 
to serve by its issue. The hon. gentle- 
man spoke of issuing Canadian silver coin- 
age, but if the hon. gentleman had con- 
sidered the subject he would know 
perfectly well that it would take some 
months to have that silver coin in circula 
tion in this country. As proof of his own 
earnestness he could only say that three 
cable messages had been :ent to the gen- 
tleman in London, who was preparing for 
the coinage, and he was using every exer- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Who is that gentle. 
man? 


Notes. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that it 
was Sir John Rose who, onall occasions, had 
been ready to do everything in his power 
to promote the interests of the Dominion 
(hear, hear.) The coinage, of course, took 
place at the Royal Mint, and with the con- 
currence of the Imperial Government ; but 
Sir John Rose was exerting himself to ex- 
pedite the matter. It was utterly impossi- 
ble for the hon. gentleman to know how 
much silver coin it would be expedient to 
import into this Country. He had reason 
to believe that there was a very large 
amount of silver now in circulation beyond 
the requirements of the country, and that 
amuch smaller sum than that estimated 
by some persons would be sufficient. 
would be dangerous to import too much 
silver coinage, and if it was to guard 
against that evil and against the other evil 
of importing too little, that Government 
considered it desirable that this fracti.nal 
currency should be prepared so as to be 
ready in case public requirements necessi- 
tated it. The objections raised to that 
issue were all founded on the idea of its 
being a permanent issue. They only pro- 
posed that the single denomination of 25 
- cents should be issued, and that not beyond 
$500,000. All sorts of objections had been 
stated, founded on precedent, but he defied 
any hon. gentleman to show a case where 
inconvenience had resulted from the issue 
of asimilar currency which was redeemable 
in gold. The cases quoted were those in 
which the note was irredeemable; but in 
the present case the fractional currency 
would be as good as Dominion Notes, and 
would be redeemable just the sanze as the 
other notes, and could not by any possi- 
bility cause any inconvenience. He had 
never had any doubt but that hon. mem- 
bers would support the prayers of those 
petitions, and object to the course taken 
by the Government in the matter, but he 
did think that they might hive stated 
their objections, and taken the opinion of 
the House at an earlier stage of the Bill 
than the present. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, with regard to 
the last remark of the Finance Minister, he 
(Sir Francis) might also have informed 
the House at an earlier stige that the 
Government intended to issue that frac- 
tional currency. The House heard nothing 
about it until a question was asked in the 
course of the discussion on the Banking 
Bill. Hehad no doubt that if tme had 
been given, the House would have been 
overwhelmed with petitions against it. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, no. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
man said ‘no,’ but he (Mr. Mackenzie) 
knew better (hear.) The hon. gentleman, 
if he intended to issue those shinplasters, 
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should have taken the course suggested by 
the New York Tribune. and have bought 
up any quantity on the other side, thus say- 
ing the expense of printing them (hear, 
hear.) But, seriously, there could be no 
reason for the issue of this fractional cur- 
rency. ‘There was abundant silver coinage 
in the country ; and if some of it was de- 
preciated— American silver—they all knew 
what it was worth. The people of the 
country were quite able to conduct their 
own business without the Government 
providing a still worse currency in the 
shape of shinplasters. The Finance Minis- 
ter said that they were redeemable in gold; 
but who would run with his 25 cent shin. 
plaster to get gold for his bill? (Laughter). 
It would be an utter nuisance to the coun- 
try, and every cne who was obliged to take 
the ragged stuff would complain of it. 
Every one would have to buy a leather 
bag and get an enlarged safe [laughter]; 
and as for carrying it in one’s pockets, 
they must get them enlarged, for it would 
be utterly impossible to carry all the 
change which would be necessary on a long 
journey [renewed laughter.] There could 
be nothing more absurd than to issue that 
pper currency, and especially that miser- 
able shinplasters sort of currency. The 
Government might depend that a great 
deal of it would never come back, for it 
would be blown away. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said that early 
in the session in answer to the member 
for Chatewuguay, the Minister of Finwce 
hid stated that he considered he had 
power to issue fractional Currency under 
the provisions of the Dominion Note Act. 
Therefore it could not be urged that this 
provision had been thrust suddenly upon 
the House, nor that the House had been 
taken by surprise. (An Amzrican frac- 
tional note was here sent to Sir George by 
one of the Opposition, which he took up). 
The notes Government intended to issue, 
h2 said, were not like these, but were re- 
deem vble in gold, and on thesime secu- 
;rity as the lwger denominations. He 
thought thit the member for Chateiuguay 
ought, in the interests of his constituents, 
to vote for the measure. He knew that 
hs country conta.ned a wealthy and intel- 
ligent population who would understand 
the question. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Minister of 
Militix had called on him to vote for this 
in the interest of his constituents. He 
gener illy voted for their interests as well 
as for those of the whole country. The 
hon. gentlem2m had cilled his constitu- 
ency wealthy and intelligent. | No better 


| proof of this could be afforded than their 


having shown confidence in him (Mr. Hol- 
ton) in spite of the personal efforts of the 
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Minister of Militia (laughter). His first 
return had been gained by only a bare 
majority; on the second occasion, owing 
no doubt, to the superhuman efforts of 
the M.nister of Militia, he had been re- 
turned by an overwhelming majority. He 
was notafraid of any threats of the conse- 
quences of his acting as it was his duty to 
do as a representative, not as a delegate. 
The Minister of Militia had dexterously 
bagged the question, and assumed that 
the proposal of the Minister of Finance 
was for the interest of the whole country 
and of his constituents. If true, he (Sir 
George) was responsible for the evils of 
leaving the silver in the country if he had 
the power, as he believed he had since 
1866, to take steps to stay the evil. Why 
had he not done so then, instead of waiting 
for four years till 1870? For by his own 
showing, all the legislation necessary, ex- 
isted in the Dominion Note Act of 1866. 
The Finanee Minister complained that the 


discussion had not come up. sooner. 
That might have had some _ ground 
if there had been no_ notice of 


a similar kind, but he had given notice 
respecting the Currency, and clearly this 
subject of silver might mcre appropriately 
have come up on the discussion respecting 
the silver, than on that regarding Domin- 
ion Notes. He (Sir Francis) appeared to 
be disposed to shirk the Currency dis- 
cussion, and therefore this subject had been 
brought up now. The Minister of Finance, 
no doubt, held views on thé subject of Cur- 
rency, but it seemed as if he had not the 
courage to support them before the House. 
He (Mr. Holton) was not prepared with 
the tables, not being aware the present 
question would have come up now, but he 
would ask the House if there could be any 
greater absurdity proposed by any man on 
the subject of Currency than this was. 
The Minister of Finance took on himself to 
declare that the silver coin of the United 
States shall be debarred from all legal Cur- 
rency, by placing on it a discount of 20 per 
cent. on all payments, while the American 
dollar: was intrinsically worth 93 to 94 
cents on the dollar. 


Mr. MACK ENZIE—One issue was 96 or 
7. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the half and 
quarter dollar coins were worth 93 to 94, 
and these it was proposed to reduce to 80. 
By Statute the British shilling, which. is 
worth a fraction less than the United States 
quarter is to be current at 24 cents, while 
the American quarter is to be reduced to 20 
eents. He could not help admiring the 
wisdom of the Government in dealing with 
the silver nuisance, the inconveniences of 
which had no doubt been felt, but which 
were decreasing every day. Ifit was neces- 
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sary to deal with it to-day, was it not still 
more so five years ago, and why then had 
they waited till they had caught this waif 
from the tropics, when on their own showing 
they had full power to deal with it? As the 
Finance Minister had not ventured to pro- 
ceed with the Currency resolutions, when 
something would have been heard respect- 
ing the silver, the motion of the member 
for South Oxford came up fairly and logic- 
ally. 

Mr. DUFRESNE regretted that the 
hon. member had not proposed -his 
amendments on the second reading of the 
Bill. He congratulated the Minister of 
Militia for having spoken in French, he 
was thankful to him for having done so. 
The honourable member for Chateauguay 
seemed to blame the Government for 
bringing up a measure which would pro- 
tect our Currency. He was glad to see- 
this long discussed question settled, 
especially as the plan adopted by the Goy- 
ernment was the one that he had suggested 
two years ago to the then Finance Minister, 
Hon. Mr. Rose. Every fraction of the dollar 
would have the same value or worth as 
gold itself. He thought no one could 
deny, but that the Currency system pro- 
posed by the Government was preterable 
to the existing state of things. 


Mr. WORKMAN said that before the 
Government commenced to deal with the 
silver question, silver was 2} per cent, and 
was gradually going down, now it had gone 
up tod and 54 per cent, and this differ- 
ence is lost by holders of silver. If the 
Government had left the matter alone 
the natural demand of trade would have 
remedied the evil without any action on 
their part.. The proposition to reduce by 
proclamation the dollar to 80 cents, when 
it was intrinsically worth 93 to 94 cents, 
was a perfect absurdity, and he could not 
imagine how any man in his senses could 
make it. The proclamation would not be car- 
ried out by the traders and merchants of 
the country, they would not part with 
their silver for 80 cents on the dollar. Before 
sitting down we could not help expressing 
regret at the selection of the agent to 
carry out the scheme in Montreal. He 
was perfectly justifiedinsaying that that 
man could not get credit for $5 from 
any Bank in Montreal. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT objected to the. 
fractional Currency as being more liable to 
forgery than larger denominations, as was 
evident from what had taken place in the © 
United States, where forgery of fractional 
Currency was in some cases one third, and 
in some cities one half of the circulation. 
He commented on the delay in the matter 
till gold had come to ten or twelve 
premium, as the medicine men did who 
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would not make rain till they saw some 
signs ofits appearance. There was every 
appearance of a resumption of specie pay- 
ment in the United States. He agreed 
with the member for Montreal that the 
proclamation could not effect the reduction 
of silver to 80 when it was worth 93. 


Mr. STREET saw no objection to the 
fractional Currency, and thought that the 
mere temporary nature of the measure did 
away with the fear of forgery. He thought 
the measure was not clearly understood, 
as it was supposed that the notes were ir- 
redeemable, whereas they were redeem- 
able in gold. He agreed that the rate of 
80 was too low, but he saw no difficulty in 
the matter so long as the Banks were au- 
thorized to take it at 95, and he hoped 
when the 15th of April arrived the Finance 
Minister would extend the time for re- 
ceiving silver at 95. 


Mr. M. P. RYAN differed from. his col- 
league. from Montreal-and showed the dis: 
advantages attending the fluctuations on 
the silver Currency. He knew that Bro- 
kers who made a living out of exchanging, 
and manufacturers who paid their men in 
silver had aninterest in maintaining 
things as they were, for which the work- 
ing man had to suffer. He defended the 
character of the gentleman employed by 
the Finance Minister and said that shrewd 
business men from Montreal to Sarnia had 
entrusted him with large sums in the 
effort to get rid of the silver nuisance. 


Mr. WORKMAN reiterated his state. 
ment respecting the Finance Minister's 
agent and said it was a question with the 
Banks, when they received the first letter 
nominating him whether they should ans- 
wer it, and ultimately did so only out of 
courtesy to the Finance Minister. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
been selected, not on account of his wealth 
but because he had been for several 
years engaged in the work for which he 
was required and for which no other man 
that he knew was capable. He denied 
that any of the Banks had refused to act 
with his agent except one. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had received 
three very strong letters on the subject of 
~ Mr. Weir's character. The first he had 
shown. in confidence to the Finance Minis- 
ter and had written to make enquiries, the 
answer being that Mr. Weir was not fit to 
be trusted with any business, some of his 
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acts having beencriminal. He knew no- | 


thing of him personally but felt bound to 
tell what he had been informed of. 


Mr. OLIVER, supported the efforts of 


the Government in endeavouring to put 
anend to the silver nuisance. It was 


true that discount on silver was from five. 
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per cent, but it would be better to lose 
that percentage now, than to be continu- 
ally losing on this silver nuisance. ‘here 
were three petitions to the House last 
year, asking for the removal of the silver 
nuisance, to one this year, against the 
fractional Currency. A twenty-five cent 
note would bo just as safe as a dollar note. 
The hon. member for Lambton had said 
that the country could take care of itself, 
The experience of the last few years shew- 
ed that on the silver question they could 
not do so. The city of Toronto was the 
only place where a price was fixed on sil- 
ver and adhered to. He defended Mr. 
Weir who, he said, had done great good te 
the country. 

Mr. METCALF regretted the Govyern- 
ment had condescended to issue notes for 
such an insignificant sum as twenty-five 
cents. 


Mr. YOUNG thought that the statement 
of the Finance Minister was entirely beside 
the point, and whatever might be said as 
to his scheme, and to the unanimity of the 
country in objecting to the silver nuisance ; 


‘he believed that the people of the Province 


of Ontario were equally unanimous, if not 
more so, against the issue of that fractional 
currency. (‘‘Hear,andNo.’’) Atthe time 
of the issuing of the Proclamation the feel- 
ing of the Province seemed to be universal 
against the issue of those shinplasters. He 
objected to them on the same ground that 
he objected to the issue of Dominion notes 
—on the ground that they were issued on 
Government credit, and that the amount of 
the issue was absurd. It was stated that 
there were $500,000 to be issued, and yet 
there was something between five and 
seven millions of American silver in the 
country. 

Hon. Sir fF. HINCKS—Between three or 
four millions more than is wanted. 

Mr. YOUNG said the same result would 
follow in Canada the issue of these shin- 
plasters as was seen in the States. 

Mr. McCALLUM said that American 
silver had not come into the country af 
par, and was not so great a nuisance as 
was complained of. The farmers who sold 
their produce to American buyers an 
others took care to put on the price rega- 
lated by the silver standard, and he be- 
lieved more good than harm had resulted 
from the circulation of silver in the 
country. 

Mr. WALSH approved of the action of 
the Government. 

Mr. ROSS (Dundas) complimented the 
Government on their action in this matter. 
He said that the member for Montreal 
Centre, opposed the scheme. because 
it would interfere with the profits derived 


87 Dominion 
by the rows of ‘ shaving” 
¢hear, hear). 

Mr. GIBBS said that the discussion 
would be productive of a great deal ot good. 
When the country knew that these frac- 
tional notes would be redeemable with 


1 


shops there 


gold, and would only be of the denomina- | 
tion of twenty-five cents, the great deal of 


doubt about them felt in Western Canada, 
would disappear. If they were printed on 
good paper and would not be mutilated 
like the small shinplasters there could be 
no objection to them. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—They will 


be printed on paper as good as the best | 


note in the land (hear, her), 
Mr. GIBBS said the prejudice 


agaist 


them would be greatly done away with. | 


When he wis at home he had entirely re- 
moved all the objection felt by the persons 
who had signed the petitions against the 
notes, by tellmg them that they would be 
redeemable in gold. 


} 
A division was then taken, when the | 


amendment was lost.—Yeas, 38; nays, 105. 

Yuas—Messrs. Anglin, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowman, Cameron (Inverness), Carmi- 
chael, Cartwright, Connell, Currier, Do- 
rion, Forbes, Geoffrion, Holton, Joly, 
Kempt, Kierskowski, Mackenzie, McCal- 
lum, McDougall (Renfrew), McMonies, 
Metcalf, Mills, Paquet, Pickard, Pozer, 


Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Ross (Wellington, | 


C. R.), Rymal, Scriver, Sénécal, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), Wells, 


Whitehead, Workman, Wright (York, 
Ontario W. R.), and Young.—38. 
Nays.—Messrs.. Archambeault, Archi- | 


bald, Ault, Beaty, Bechard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bowen, 
Brousseau, Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, Cam- 
eron (Huron), Cameron (Peel), Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George &., 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, 
Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, 
Crawford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Ferris, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gau- 
_ det, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Heath, Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, Jones (Leeds and 
Grenville), Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lawson, Macdonald (Cornwall), 
Macdonald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), Mc- 
Donald (Antigonish), McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), Magill, Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey, Mc- 
Greevy, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, Morri- 
son (Victoria O.), Morrison (Niagara), 
Munroe, Oliver, Pelletier, Perry, Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Ray, Read, Renaud, Ro- 
bitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun- 
das), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan, (King’s, 
N. B.), Ryan (Montreal West), Scatcherd, 
Shanly, Simpson, Smith, Sproat, Stephen- 
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| son, Street, Tilley, Tremblay, Tupper, 
Wallace, Walsh, Wilson, Wood and Wright 
| (Ottawa county).—105. 

The Bill was then read the third time 
and passed. 


Notes. 


| 
AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the third reading of the Billto amend the 
Act relating to Light-houses, Buoys and— 

| Beacons, (from the Senate). 

I¥on. Mr. HOLTON called attention to 
the fact that the Bill made provision for 
the expenditures of moneys by the Minis- 
ter of Marine and Fisheries not previously 
‘authorised by Parliament. It was not im 
the province of the Senate to originate mea- 
isures relating to the expenditures of 

moneys. The Bill clearly gave power to 

ithe Hon. Minister to contract obligations 

without the previous consent of the 
| House. 

Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD never 
heard any objection with less foundation 
made in Parliament. The Bill did not — 
| give power to expend a cent of money 

without a vote. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it gave power to © 
contract obligations. 


| Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said — 
|it merely gave the machinery by which — 
voted money should be expended, in the 
same way as the Post Office Bill authorised — 
| the Postmaster General to make contracts 
for mail service. | 
| Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that when the — 
| Post Office Bill was brought before the — 
House he had made the same objection, 
and the Bill had been allowed to pass late 
in the Session under an entry in the jour- 
nals, that it was subject to the privileges of 
the House. 
ion. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said that as reference had been made to 
the Senate, he would say that he was im 
favour of the old principle of letting the 
people every sixyears have something 
to say in the composition of that body. He 
could never reconcile himself to the new 
arrangement, although that might be at- 
tributed to his want of mental calibre, 
The Senate had very little to do indeed, 
except to register the Bills of that House, 
and he was willing that they should have 
something to do in that body, he was wil- 
ling this Bill should have a clause which 
permitted the department of Public Works 
to make contracts; and so long as the 
Commons had the final control of th 
purse strings, he did not care what they 
did in the other House. The hon. mem 
ber for Chateauguay deserved credit for th 
attention he devote] to measures, but 8 


| 
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that case he (Hon. J. S. Macdonald) 


saw nothing in the objection. Ifattention | 
were given to the proceedings of the On- 
tario Parliament for the last three years it 
would be seen that although there was but. 
one Chimber there were very few mistakes 
committed. There were for example, the 
Election Law, the independence of Parlia- 
ment, the Jury Law, and there was not a 
single amendment made in them the fol- 
lowing session for ambiguity or any other | 
eause. Hethoughtthe Senate should be | 
allowed to exercise their faculties on Bills | 
of that kind. | 

Mr. MACKENZIE was surprised that 
the hon. member for Cornwall should 
make that Chamber an arena for defending 
his legislation in Ontario. Instead of boast- 
ing of his legislation, he might have spent 
afew momentsin looking at the Bill. In 
one breath he praised the hon. member 
for Chateauguay for his attention to the 
details of those Bills, and in the next con- 
demned him. ‘The question was not 
whether an Upper House was desirable, 
bu was one oflaw. It might suit the ex- 
ceedingly loose notions of the hon member 
for Cornwall to say that it did not matter 
where the Bill originated. If they were to 
conduct their legislation inan orderly way, 
they must conduct it in a different way 
from that in whichit was done at Toronto. 
Some of the statutes were not such as he 
had stated them to be, and others were so 
bad that the authority at Ottawa was com- 
pelled to disallow them. | 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD. 
—How often ? 


Mr. MACKENZIE said no one could tell, 
for they came up every year, and they 
would continue until some one better quali- 
fed than the hon. gentleman conducted 
the Ontario Government. (Hear, hear.) 
The question of order was whether the Bill 
was one which implied a vote of money, 
and the point seemed to him to be quite 
clear, notwithstanding the objections taken 
by the hon. member for Cornwall without 
ever having looked atthe Bill. (Laughter.) 

The SPEAKER ruled that the objection 
could not be sustained, and quoted author- 
ities. He said that the first section stated 
no money could be expended under the 
Bill without a previous vote of Parliament. | 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON accepted the decision 
but pointed out that the Minister of Marine | 
could make no expenditure under this Bill 
without a vote of that House, and that the | 
Bill would practically be entirely barren of | 
all the results for which it was introduced. | 
He did not take the objection frivolously. 
He considered that the Bill was objection- 
able in many of its features, apart from its 
being out of order, as he considered, for it 
49 originate in the Senate. 


county than Glengarry (laughter). 
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Hon. J. S. MACDONALD said he had 
been taken to task by Mr. Mackenzie, and 
he believed he was somewhat cuilty, but 
there was a time, before that hon. gentle- 
man was in the House, when he (Ton. J. 
S.. Macdonald) devoted, perhaps not eo 
much ability, but as much attention to 
public affairs. He was notso brilliant ade- 
bater as Mr. Mackenzie, nor did he know 
as much Parliamentary lore, but still h» 
enjoyed the confidence of his constituents. 
He thought it was appropos to mention the 
fact that there was no Senate in Ontario. 
The Opposition in that Province accepted 
some of his (Hon. J.Sandfield Macdonald’s) 
legislation, the Independence of Parliament 
Bill for example. He was not the follower 
of any party, and as long as he was there 
he would pursue the same course he had 
pursued before the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton had ever landed on the shores of Can- 
ada, That hon gentleman had better con- 
fine himself to seeing that the Government 
did not overstep their bounds, and . he 
(Hon. J. S. Macdonald) believed that in 
that respect he was a very useful member 
of the House. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that when Hon. 
John 8. Macdonald failed to discover any 
argument he could use, he was sure to dis- 
cover whether a person were born in any 
other country than Canada, or many other 
He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) was sorry that he was born 
in Great Britain ; and if it were in his power 
he would gratify the hon. gentleman by 
being born in Glengarry. It was true that 
the hon. gentleman had voted against the 
Government that Session. No doubt he 
felt exceedingly sorry for it; but he had 
been soon brought back into the tracks 
again; and he had just now spoken to show 
his zeal for his leader on the other side of 
the House. He (Mr. Mackenzie) found no 
fault with him for that, for he had made a 
bargain and should keep it, and it was to 
be hoped that the hon. gentleman would 
continue to show loyalty to his leader. 


Hon. JOHN 8. MACDONALD—You fol. 
lowed him longer than I did. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I never did anything 
of the kind. 

Hon. JOHN 8S. MACDONALD—You foi- 
lowed him for two years. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—You are in error 
again. 
Hon. JOHN S. MACDONALD—Yowu 


voted with him. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—That is quite a dif- 
ferent matter. He was simply a member 
of a Government which I supported, though 
I am not sure he would be much worse 
than some other people I have known 


(applause and laughter). If I were te 
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make an original choice | would take one 
who is something or other before one 
whom [ don’t know where to find him, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—We 
will not have anything hostile between 
these two gentlemen. We will not have a 
duel system in this House (laughter). 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—-They 
should not quarrel, they are both Scotch 
and speak Gaelic (renewed laughter). 


The Bill was read the third time and 


passed. 
RATE OF INTEREST. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
tfouse into Committee on the resolutions 
respecting interest, Mr. ROSS (Dundas) in 
the chair. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he did 
not intend to take up the time of the 
House with a general disquisition on the 
subject. On theoretical grounds his opin- 
ions were so well known that it would be 
vain to make a pretence to step forward 
to declare himself an advocate of any 
stringent measure against usury. It was 
now a great many years since he had taken 
part in a discussion of this kind, and recol- 
tected when the same stringent provisions 
existed here as now existed in Nova Scotia. 
itmight be supposed that he had come down 
tied up to advocate these resolutions. All 
must admit that there was less concur- 
rence in the opinions of Governments 
on this thanon any other subject in a 
theoretical point of view. Evenon the 
former occasions he had claimed a right, as 
a member of the Government, toadvocatea 
relaxation of stringent usury laws and the 
first Minister, although usually sitting oppo- 
site to him, had co-operated with him 
in obtaining a modification, and some 
years after greater modifications had 
taken place till almost all the usury laws 
had been repealed. Now Confederation 
had come and it must be borne in mind 
that the law in other Provinces was dif- 
ferent from that in old Canada, the law in 
Nova Scotia being as stringent as it was 
here 25 or 3 years ago, and that in New 
Brunswick had been modified only to a 
small extent. In Nova Scotia penalties 
were exacted, while in New Brunswick 
only the forfeiture of anything in excess of 
six per cent. was exacted. 

Hon. Mr. SMITH—Provided law proceed- 
ings be taken only six per cent, can be re- 
covered. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said ex- 
actly. Then it must be admitted that it 
was desirable to have uniformity, and that 
there always had been a be ty in Quebec 
strongly opposed to any modification. He 
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thought, therefore, there should be a com- 
promise, and the Government had agreed, 
while differing theoretically as they did, 
to recommend the proposition now laid 
before the House, which would modify the 
stringent laws of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, and might be acceptable to 
Quebec. Although there might be many 
who would object in Ontario, they must 
remember that it was not many years since 
propositions as liberal would have been 
considered a great boon. The resolutions 
were the same  as_ those _ intro- 
duced by his’ predecessor last  ses- 
sion which the Government had _ then 
and now agreed on. There was no 
doubt they would not meet the views of 
the extreme opponents of Free Trade in 
money, who supported stringency in the 
usury laws, nor would they meet the views 
of those on the other side. But he 
thought they would satisfy all reasonable 
men as a fair compromise. They afforded 
considerable latitude, and would prevent 
the considerable evils that had been ex 
per.enced in Quebec from usurious interest 
not for ashort time, but for considerable 
periods on loans secured on real estate. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter had 
been placed solely on the ground of its being 
a compromise ; no principle was involved, 
nor any reason given for a change being 
made ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
stated the reasons that Nova Scotia had 
different laws, and it was desirable there 
should be uniformity. He thought suffi- 
ent grounds had been given for a compre- 
mise. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said other laws were 
not uniform. It was a mere excuse for in- 
troducing a bad measure. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was quite evi- 
dent that in introducing the measure, the 
Finance Minister himself did not approve 
ef it, nor did he wish to have it carried. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS 
this. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON, well he might ap- 
prove of it as a ¢ -ompromise, but certainly 
not as a principle. It wasa measure which 
not only he (Sir Francis) did not approve 
of, but which he hoped would not carry. 
Of course the same farce would be enacted 
as took place last session, when at the 
heel of the session and with the assistance 
of the members who usually voted with 
the Government, supported by those who 
usually voted against it, it had been 
moved that the committee rise without 
reporting, and the Government measure 
had been treated with a degree of indig- 
nity which was not creditable. The Min- 
ister of Finance should not at so early a 
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stage of his re-entry into publie life have 
introduced a measure so contrary to his 
own convictions. He thought he should 
have refused to have introduced itas a 
Government measure, and much as he 
(Mr. Holton) was opposed to open ques- 
tions, yet, knowing the difference of opin- 
ions that existed in the Cabinet it would 
have been infinitely better and more re- 


spectful to have treated it as such. 
The Minister of Militia, might then 
have. taken the lead, and _ with 


those who usually acted with him secured 
a straightforward vote and if defeated 
he could have accepted the defeat. The 
Ministers of Finance and Justice who must 
be opposed to the measure would then 
have been free to act according to their 
jhdgment. Coming to the question itself, 
the Minister of Justice said he would not 
go into. the question of principle. He 
could not do so as his principles had always 
been well known and declared both as a 
public man and as a public writer. If it 
had been maintained that they had gone 
a little too fast in relaxing the usury laws 
of the country and that evils had arisen in 
consequence, he could have understood 
this, although the argument would not 
have the same effect now asit would have 
had a few years ago. Although an advocate 
of free trade in money himself yet he had 
been convinced the change did produce 
temporary evils, as for instance when the 
Seigniors who held the bulk of the debts 
the Seigniories insisted on their debtors 
im immediately paying up or in legalising 
new contracts at high rates of interests. 
But like the rest of the country they had 
adapted themselves to it. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said if the 
member for Chateauguay attributed mo- 
| tives to him, motives might also he attri- 
| buted to himself. He (Hon. Mr. Holton) 
| had no right to charge him with insince- 
' rity. His object was to induce gentlemen 
_whousually voted with Government and 
who held different views from his hon. 
| friend to beheve that Government were 
_ insincere in bringing forward this measure. 
| He had no doubt, if he had. applied 
to have the question made anopenone, he 
and other members of the Govern- 
ment would have had perfect 
_ liberty to do so, but he was sincerely desir- 
ous to effect afinal settlement. .The Gov- 
ernment also was sincere, and would do its 
utmost to carry the measure. The differ- 
ences of opinion on this subject were not 
confined to. political parties, members of 
the Reform party being some of them the 
strongest supporters of a stringent usury 
law—the Conservative party being more 
generally in favour of relaxation, and he 
had stood alone when a member of the 
Baldwin-Lafontaine Government. He in. 


[APRIL 5, 1870.] 


878 


stanced the cases of Baldwin, Judge 
Aylwin, Hon. Mr. Price, and W. Lyon Mac- 
kenzie, as all strongly supporting the 
maintenance of usury laws. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) ob- 
jected to allowing corporations the privi- 
leges respecting charging interest which 
private individuals enjoyed. The result 
would be to drive capitalists to invest their 
money through corporations, and thus en- 
terprises would be checked. 


Mr. CAMERON (Peel) thought’ no one 
could hesitate to say that the measure was 
a retrograde step. The principle ofallow- 
ing corporations to charge what interest 
they pleased, while private individuals 
were limited to eight per cent., was par- 
ticularly objectionable. It was entirely 
unnecessary to have auniform rule in this 
matter in all the Provinces. Looking to 
the history of the past, it would be found 
that in the absence of the usury laws, 
there was not that injustice that many 
people imagined. He had been connect- 
ed with two large money-lending institu- 
tions, and as a general rule they were well 
satisfied with 7 per cent. He believed it 
would be found that on the whole less in- 
terest was charged under the free system, 
than under the system of a limited rate of 
interest. What he considered would have 
been a proper law, was that in cases where 
no agreement or stipulation had been en- 
tered into, as to the rate of interest to be 
paid, 6 percent. should be the rate re- 
coverable. In cases where an agreement 
had been entered into for a higher rate of 
interest, and that interest had been paid, 
then it should not be repaid. Finally, in 
cases where a higher rate than six per 
cent. had been stipulated for, but had not 
been paid, it should not be recoverable by 
law. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
was a mistake to suppose that Lower Ca- 
nada was the cause of measures of this 
kind being brought before Parliament. In 
1857 the Government of which he was a 
member proposed a law in the direction of 
the abolition of the usury laws, and yet, 
that law met with the greatest opposition 
from the members from Upper Canada. 
And subsequently Mr. Benjamin, a mem- 
ber of the Reform party of that day, intro- 
duced a Bill to repeal that law, and con- 
tended that the abolition of the usury 
laws was a misfortune to the country, and 
he was supported by the majority of the 
members from Upper Canada. He did not 
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think this rate of interest had 
much to do with the introduction 
of capital into the country. 


The security of a reasonable amount of 
interest was what capitalists required. 
But it was a scandal for law to sanction an 
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exorbitant charge of 25 orin some cases 50 


/ per cent., which was sometimes charged 


by money shavers. He was perfectly in 
earnest with regard to this measure, and 
he called on those who desired to restrict 
the rate of interest to vote for it and at- 
tempt to get a lower rate of interest 
which would be impossible. 


Mr. YOUNG said that the effect of the 
abolition of the usury laws had a beneficial 
result, and he regretted that that backward 
step was now proposed. He thought that 
it was futile to pass a usury law, and it was 
unsound in principle. He thought that 
the law of supply and demand was. suffi- 
cient to settle the price of wheat, and the 
price of money should be left to the same 
rule. If these resolutions would have the 
effect of cheapening the price of money, 
he would support them; but they would 
have quite a contrary effect, and it was 
useless to cumber the Statute Book with 
such laws when money was increased in 
value. In other countries, the capital of 
the country sought a more remunerative 
market, and the price of money at home 
increased thereby. That was proved by 
the experience of the Province of Ontario. 
In the Law of Usury times, the price of 
money was worth ten to fifteen per cent. ; 
but after their abolition, money flowed 
into the country, and the rate of interest 
decreased, so that now they could obtain 
money at seven or eight per cent. They 
had experience in the Province of Ontario 
of the result of the systems. With regard 
to the third provision, it would increase 
litigation to a great extent, which it was 
undesirable to encourage. He thought 
that the exceptions of incorporated com- 
panies from the operation of the principle 
was most objectionable. Many persons 
had lost their farms from the exorbitant 
rates of interest charged by those com- 
panies, and if there were any parties upon 
whom he would place restrictions, it was 
upon those bodies. The Minister of Mi- 
litia had said that 20 per cent. was uni- 
versal, but those companies charged somé- 
times, to his knowledge, 18 per cent., 
and he thought that the charge of im- 
morality laid even better against them 
than against individuals. He understood 
that bodies incorporated with power to 
lend, only were referred to in the Act. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—*“ Yes.” 


Mr. YOUNG hoped that before they 
proceeded very far, the good sense of 
the House would prevent such a_ blot 
being placed upon the statute again. In 
order to give the House an opportunity of 
expressing an opinion, he would move 
the same amendment as was proposed 
last year, namely—‘“ That the first reso- 
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mittee do now rise.’ If it was carried, he 
did not expect that either the Minister of 
Justice or Finance would shed many tears 
over the result (hear, hear). 

Mr. ALBERT SMITH (New Brunswick) 
said in New Brunswick the legal rate was 
six per cent., and if 8 per cent. were de- 
clared the rate, the money now lent would 
be called in and the consequences would 
be serious. He did not think the corpor- 
ations would be allowed to take a higher 
rate of interest than private individuals, 
but rather the reverse. 


Mr. DUFRESNE thought that 1t would 
be impossible to agree on the question of 
fixing the rate of interest. Money 
was in proportion with the wants of a 
populat.on. The only just principle to 
adopt was to establish the value of money 
on individual wants. He could not vote 
for the resolutions. There were two 
different principles, on the question of in- 
terest —the legil rate and the conven- 
tional rate; and he was opposed to the 
latter. He thought that 6 per cent. was 
the most equitable rate to adopt, the pres- 
ent rate of six per cent. was the best, and 
he would decidedly vote against the res- 
olutions. 


Mr. MIUIS said that as far as nine-tenths 
of the peopie were concerned it had al- 
ready been decided that money should be 
free. lt was preposterous to bring for- 
ward a motion of that kind to re-impose 
Usury Laws. The condition of a people 
could aimost be predicted from the senti- 
ments they held in reference to the Usury 
Laws. In Connecticut not many years ago 
the fixing of a Usury Law had driven seve- 
ral millions out of the State, and the same 
would be the case in Ontario if that Law 
were passed. A great number of persons 
in England had money invested in Ontario, 
but that capital would flow out of that. 
Province if this Bill became law. The 
effect of this law would be that instead of 
allowing capital to vary its form and adopt 
itself to the wants of the community, it 
would be prevented from doing so, and 
thus the interests of the community at 
large would be injured; but he would say 
that if the conditions of Quebec were such. 
as to require a law of that kind, let her 
have it, but it was not required for On- 
tario. 


Mr. STREET did not think it was ad- 
visable to fix a rate of interest at 8 per 
cent., and held the people should have 
the benefit of free trade in money. 


Mr. WORKMAN thought the measure 
was of a_ retrograde nature and 
would take us back to the dark ages. He 
might as well attempt to fix the price of 


Jution be not adopted, and that the Com-|a barrel of flour or a bushel of wheat as 
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fix the price of money. There should be 
free trade in money as well as free trade 
in every-thing else. 

Motion for Committee to rise, was put, 
and lost, 42 to 46. 


Two resolutions were then passed. 

Mr. MILLS moved that the Committee 
do rise. 

Mr. BOWELL thought it would be more 
manly toallow the Committee to report, 
and then have a fair and square vote on 
the merits of the question. Every State in 
the United States had its usury la:s. He 
thought that the whole proceedings last 
year were a complete farce ; but this year 
he considered the Government were sin- 
cere. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the hon. 
member seemed to think that there was 
no one. but himself disposed to give a 
square vote. (Hear, hear.) He ought not 
to impute motives. The Finance Min- 
_ ister could not force that measure without 

violating the opinion of the Parliament of 
Ontario. It was a relict of barbarous ages, 
but if the Lower Provinces desired it, let 
them have it. If, however, the majority 
of the representatives of Ontario were 
opposed to it, the House ought still to 
allow that Parliament the privilege of 
enjoying those principles, which they con- 
sidered correct. He had not the slightest 
doubt that nine-tenths of the population 
of the Province were opposed to the re- 
strictions proposed. The proposed re- 
solutions were more offensive than the 
old law in one respect, that of placing 
incorporate bodies on a different footing 
to other parties. He was not in favour of 
placing restrictions either on Banks or 
private individuals. He was satistied that 
no country which imposed a restrictive 
policy would ever, by any possibility, attain 
any great degree of eminence (hear, hear.) 
With regard to the Usury Laws in the 
United States he admitted their existence, 
but denied that they were enforced. In 
New Yorka Judge sentenced two men on 
account of an infraction of the Usury Law, 
but sincethen there has been no attempt 
to enforce the law. When public opinion 
revolted against any law it became practi- 
_eally obsolete, whether it had been actually 
repealed or not; this was the case with 
money laws in the United States, and 
newspapers had for years insisted that 
those ridiculous provisions should be 
expunged from the Statute book, because 
they were inoperative; but the Govern- 
ment asked them to adopta similar law 
here. He would prefer anything to a 
state of anarchy, and that measure would 
lead to a deplorable state of demoraliza- 
tion, and would lead to a renewal of that 
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peared under the operation of the free 
Trade Laws enforced for the last 13 years. 
He believed that that proposed law was 
unnatural ; was opposed to the policy of 
the day—to all that was enlightened, and 
would impose a heavy burden on poor 
people who had to borrow money to trade 
with. The more they imposed restrictions 
on trade the more they would drive trade 
to those parts where no such restrictions 
were imposed. He believed in the ut- 
most free trade in that matter. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Govern. 
ment ought to meet the point with respect 
to corporations, but more especially to 
Banking corporations. The Government 
ought to explain whether or not the 
Banks, if th.s law came into force, would be 
limited to a certain rate of interest. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Banks had not the right to charge 
eight per cent., and therefore did not 
come under the proposed law. He was 
in favour of free trade in money: but 
these resolutions had been. brought down 
by the Government as a means of settling 
a question which could not otherwise be. 
settled so satisfactorily. He believed the 
principle of the Bill was wrong—hear, 
hear)—and that money should be as free 
as any other commodity ; but he thought 
the majority of the House were in favour 
of limitation of interest, and the Govern- 
ment, as practical men, would do noth- 
ing else than bring down those’ resolu- 
ticns. 

The amendment that the Committee rise 
was then put: yeas 62, nays 66. 

Mr. BODWELL moved in amendment 
that the 2nd, 3rd and 6th resolutions be 
struck out. He said the effect of the 
amendment, if passed, would be to give 
free trade in money. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER urged 
that the motion should be put on concur- 
rence. 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said if they 
passed the resolutions they might be held 
to have adopted the principle. 


A division was taken and the amend- 
ment was declared lost. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved *n amend- 
ment that seven per cent should be fixed 
instead of eight as in the second resolu- 
tion. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved an amend- 
ment to the amendment that it should be 
fixed at six per cent. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Why cannot we have 
it cheaper than six per cent? (Laughter). 
If this House can fix the rate of money lL 
want some of it, and we may as well fix it 
at four as at six per cent. Let us make 
(Great laughter). 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON’S amendment was 
lost on a division amid considerable 
laughter, and Dr. Tupper’s amendment 
was also lost. 

After some further discussion the Com- 
mittee rose and reported—and _ concur- 
rence to be taken to-morrow. 


The House adjourned at 12:20. 


——_—_—— 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 6, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 


ADVERTISING. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
moved an Address for a statement of 
the number of advertisements in Canadian 
and other papers, and amounts paid or due 
for same. 


FISHERIES PROTECTION. 


Hon. Mr. HAZEN enquired if any steps 
had been taken for the protection of fish- 
eries, in the waters adjacent to Campo 
Bello and the lower ports of the Bay of 
Fundy, in the immediate neighbourhood of 
the United States ? 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said one of the 
vessels which the Government proposed 
to charter would be placed in the locality 
referred to in the enquiry. 

Hon. Mr. HAZEN enquired if instruc- 
tions had been issued by the Department 
of Marine for the erection of weirs on the 
shores of any part of the Dominion, or as 
to the protection of the proprietary rights 
on such shore ? 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL was understood 
me) ca that such instructions had been is- 
sued. 


RULES OF DISCUSSION. 


A debate then arose with reference to 
the rule of the House, and the practice of 
the House of Lords in respect to discus- 
sion on notices of motion and questions. 


JUVENILE OFFENDERS. 


The Halifax Juvenile Offenders Deten- 
tron Bill was read a third time. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


The fifth report of the Joint Committee 
on Printing was adopted. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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QUEBEC HARBOUR, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Quebec Harbour Manage- 
ment Bill.—Carried. 


REPORTING PROCEEDINGS. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved the 
discharge of the order, for two weeks, re- 
specting the consideration of the report 
of the Joint Committee on reporting and 
publishing the debates of Parliament. 

The sixth report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing was adopted. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 6th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair 
o'clock. 


at 3 


BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


The Committee on Banking and Com- 
mérce reported the Bill respecting the 
Banque du Peuple with amendments. 


BROCK MONUMENT. 


Mr. MORRISON (Niagara), moved the 
appointment of a Select Committee, 
on the subject of the monument on Queens- 
town Heights, to the memory ofthe late 
Major General Brock. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked for explana- 
tions. 


Mr. MORRISON said the monument had 
fallen into a state of decay. He referred 
to the action of the previous Parliaments 
with respect to it. It had been suggested 
that it should be handed over. to the On- 
tario Government, but the Dominion 
Government had not the right to do so 
without the sanction of this House, as 
this monument was a national one. 


Mr. STREET seconded the motion. He 
thought a.good deal of information on 
the subject could be obtained from the 
report of Mr. Tully, an architect employed 
by the Ontario Government, though he 
was ataloss to know why that Govern- 
ment had appointed an architect to en- 
quire into and report on the state of that 
Monument. However, he would be glad 
if the monument was repaired and taken 
better care of, no matter from which Goy- 
ernment the money might come. The 
Ontario Government had voted $1,000 for 
that purpose, but that was not enough to 
do all that was required in the way of 
protecting the grounds and repairing 
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the fences around the monument. 
These grounds commanded one of the 
finest views in the country, and should be 
kept in proper order. At present there 
was no person to take care of them, and 
they were now in a state of disrepair, 
Some time ago an old and faithful servant 
had been appointed to do that duty, but 
since his death no other person had been 
appointed, as the Commissioners did not 
feel that they had any further authority 
in fhe matter. The structure was a noble 
one, and was erected to the memory of 
one for whom Canada was justly proud, 
and it was a shame to allow it to go into 
decay. The land on which tle monument 
was placed was the property of the Do- 
minion Government, and therefore this 
was a matter, he believed, to be attended 
to by that Government, though no doubt 
this House would have no _ objection to 
allowing the Ontario Government. to as- 
sume the responsibility, if they would. 
Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said the best way to meet this question 
would be for the Government to bring 
down the correspondence on the subject 
with the Ontario Government. The 
facts of the case are these:—His very 
able colleague in the Ontario Government, 
‘ the Commissioner of Crown Lands, and 
member for Niagara, had called the atten- 
tion of the Government to the decayed 
state of the monument, and suggested 
that steps be taken to have it repaired and 
the grounds taken care of. Money was 
required for that purpose, and before 
bringing down his estimates, he 
(John Sanfield) telegraphed to the 
Minister of Justice, stating that if the 
monument was put under the control of 
his Government, they would ask for a vote 
of $1,000 to repair it. The reply of the 
Minister of Justice was, that the Ontario 
Government might have the control of the 
lands and monument, provided they kept 
them in repair. The $1,000 was cheerfully 
voted by the Ontario Legislature, and if 
more had been asked for, it would have 
been as cheerfully granted. But before 
this the Government architect, Mr. Tully, 
had been entrusted to inquire into the 
subject and report, and it was on his report 
that the $1,000 were asked for. If the 
hon. .member for “Niagara was’ so 
anxious about this matter, why did 
he not bring it up before. He had been 
the representative of Niagara for a number 
of years, but yet it was only now he had 
found out the necessity for repairing the 
monument. Why bring up the question 
now when it was already in the hands of 
men who are able and willing to attend to 
it? Thereason was obvious. His hon. 
friend from Niagara was jealous of his col- 
league the Commissioner of Crown Lands. 
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The Ontario Government were prepared 
to take proper care of the monument, but 
if the Dominion Government desired to 
take the matter out of their hands he had 
no objection to let them have it. 


Mr. MORRISON said that for several 
years past he had urged the Dominion 
Government to attend to this matter, but 
the answer he had always received was that 
it was. impossible to tell who owned the 
property. If the member for Cornwall 
thought he was jealous of his colleague 
from Niagara he was very much mistaken. 
The very reason why he moved in this 
matter was that his constituents had no 
faith that a single cent of the $1,000 voted 
by the Ontario Legislature would ever be 
expended. The very idea of transferring 
this property to the Ontario Government 
by telegraph was absurd. He had no jeal- 
ousy of his colleague the Commissioner 
of Crown Lands, nor did he move in this 
matter in order to gain personal popu- 
larity. He. believed his popularity with 
his constituents was as great as that of the 
Commissioner. He had no need to men- 
tion particular cases, but the member for 
Cornwall would remember how that gen- 
tleman was elected. 

Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the hon gen- 
tleman would tell them something more 
about that election; it would enable them 
to judge better on the question of popu- 
larity. Hesaw no need for this commit- 
tee. He believed the matter was practi- 
cally settled, as he was willing to trust the 
member for Cornwall that. he would ex. | 
pend the $1,000 he got a vote for... It was 
impossible to suppose that the Ontario 
Government would ask fora vote of $1,000 
without the intention ef spending it. The 
appointment of this Committee would be 
practically 2 vote of want of confidence in. | 
the Ontario Government, and he would 
not like that (laughter). He was exceed- 
ingly jealous of the honour of that Gov- 
ernment, and especially of its leader, and 
it was too bad that one of the supporters 
of the gentlemen opposite should, be 
bringing up a motion of want of confi- 
dence in it. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
—I don’t think I would retire even if the 
motion did pass. 

Mr. MACKENZIE: felt 
lieved by that statement. 

Hon. Sir JOHN «A. MACDONALD hoped 
the mover of the motion would be satisfied 
with having elicited so explicit a promise 
from the leader of the Ontario Government ; 
and also an expression of confidence in 
that gentleman from the member for Lamb- 
ton. No doubt it would be very dishon- 
est if the Premier of Ontario did not apply 
that $1,000 to the purpose for which it 
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was voted, and in like manner it would be 
exceedingly improper if the member for 
Lambton did not carry out his pledge that 
he had every confidence in the Premier of 
Ontario and a deep interest in the honour 
of his Government. The member for 
Niagara ought to be satisfied with that 
explanation and withdraw his motion. The 
lands on which the monument was placed 
were no doubt the property of the Domin- 
ion Government, and would remain so. 
His hon. friend being a Glengarry man 
and the son of one of the heroes of the 
last ww, hid offered to tike charge of the 
monument and keep it in repair, and the 
Dom nion Government had gladly accepted 
that offer. 

Mr. MORRISON said $1,000 was not 
enough, but if the member for Cornwall 
would pledge his honour— 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Pledge his what? 


Mr. MORRISON—To supplement that 
amount by an additional grant next ses- 
sion, he would not press his motion. 


Mr. MILLS asked ifan item of that kind 
was in the Supply Bull ef Ontario, would 
not the Minister of Justice in order to be 
consistent with himself have to advise its 
disallowance (laughter.) The motion was 
withdrawn. 


Setgniorial 


CUSTOMS’ OFF:UERS. 


Mr, RYAN moved for statements and 
names of persons appointe 1 to and now em- 
ployed in the Montreal Custom House, with 
the salariesand dates of appointment. He 
said that the expenses of the Custom House 
had increased immensely for the last sev- 
eral years, and that he could support the 
Minister of Customs in his attempts to 
make reductions in this great expense, but 
he said that these reductions were being 
carried on unfairly—that the old servants 
of the Department were being discharged, 
while those who had been recently employ- 
ed were retained, because it suited the 
gentlemen in charge of the Custom House 
to keep them. 

Hon.Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
return would be brought down, when dis- 
eussion could be had on the subject. 


SHIGNIORIAL TENURE. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD moved certain resolu- 
tions on the subject of the sum payable 
under the Municipal and Seigniorial Com- 
pensation Loan Fund Act of 1859 on 
benefit Townships, Lower Canada. He 
said that in 1859 an appropriation had been 
made to abolish the Seigniorial Tenure in 
Lower Canada. Compensation had, as 
alleged, been given to Upper Canada by 
what was called the Upper Canada Com- 
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pensation Fund. But there were other 
portions of Lower Canada not in the Seig- 
niories which, while contributing to the 
general funds of the country, received no 
pirt of the compensation. It was, there- 
fore, provided by an Act of 1859, that as 
the population of the Seigniories was the 
population of the Townships, so should be 
the proportion of the compensation to the 
Townships as compared with that to the 
Seigniors. By that Act the compensations 
were fixed at $756,710, but that the Legis- 
liture gave a reserved right to discharge 
the capital by an immediate piyment 
of 75 cents on the dollar. If the Governor 
in Council did not choose to do, there was 
then to be made ‘an annual payment at 
six percent. on the capital. That did 
very well till Confederation took place. 
But now ecxme the question of the 
debt of the old Province. This amount 
had been placed in the Public Accounts at 
100 cents on the dollar, while they had 
the power to discharge the debt at 75 
cents on the dollar. 


Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER 
they could not. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said then language 
meant nothing. The matter was left in 
no doubt whitever. It might be said 


Tenure. 


said 


that the Townships must pass by-laws, but 


this was enacted so thit the by-laws 
; might be approved of by the Governor in 
Council to secure that the money was 
used for public purposes. No one except 
he had the ingenuity of the Minister of 
Militia, could say otherwise, and no one 
could rest an argument to show that ab- 
solute power did not rest with the Gov- 
ernor in Council. The question involved 
a matter of $200,000, and he had tried to 
bring up the mitter in Committee, but 
the member for Chite.uguay because he 
happened to belong to the other side from 
Ontario, (order, order), well some one 
said that it was a legal argument; It 
therefore should be decided by the 
House, He sought to disabuse the mind 
of members that he sought to fasten any 
claims against the Dominion. It matter- 
ed not whether the amount was $600,000 
or $700,000, but it was the duty of the 
Tfouse to fix what it should be. ‘Two acts 
had been passed at the same time—one, 
the Municipal Loan Fund, and the other 
the Seigniorial Act. One of the Acts had 
been passed to extinguish the Seigniorial 
rights, and a fund had been created for the 
purpose, but it had not been sufficient, and 
an additional Act had been passed in 1859. 
It was considered that these Seigniorial 
claims were mere local matters, a question 
between landlord and tenant; and that, 
therefore, it was not right to take money 
out of the general funds to settle the 
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the capital at a reduction of 25 per cent., 
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Having read the clauses of the Act which if the municipalities passed a by-law to 


he relied on for his argument, as to the 
payment of the capital, at the rate of 75 
percent. When the Act established the 
power of the Government to settle with 
the Seigniors, it provided that that should 
only be done with the consent of the 
Seigniors, but no such provision was 
made in the case of the Townships 
. although it had been expressly provided 
in the case of the Seigniors, in the 
cloar face of the Act which he held control- 
jed. He could not see how they could 
resist the position he had taken 
up. The plain meaning of the Act, as he 
understood it, and he could not see how 
any one could think otherwise, was that 
the Government was toapprove of the by- 
laws passed bythe Council for the appro- 
priation of the money, of course. by-laws 
had to be passed for the approprintion of 
the interest, which must be expended for 
-public purposes, but these did not require 
the approval of the Governor in Coun- 
cil, although he was told that the words of 
the Act applied to such payments, and it 
was stated that alegal opinion had even 
been obtained to that effect. He thought 
it must be a curiosity in its way and won- 
dered how it would get over the clause 
authorizing him to intimate that he was 
ready to pay the capital to the Townships. 
They might leave the capital lying at six 
per cent. but when it was to be paid up 
the question arose as to the amount then 
pay ble. It was desirable to get quite rid 
of the whole difficulty, and he thought his 
Province would have no objection to lend 
the money to pay off the obligations at 75 
cents on the dollar. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER ob- 
jected to the proposition of the hon. 
member. It was not a matter to be sub- 
mitted to the decision of this House, for 
the Confederation Act had providcd for 
the settlement by arbitration of all mat- 
ters between the late Provinces of Canada 
and the Dominion. _He considered the 
hon. gentleman was entirely wrong with 
regard to the legil part of the question. 
The Act of 1859 provided for the indem- 
nity to Seigniors, and the Government 
were authorised to pay Seign.ors the capi- 
tal for their ground-rent, provided they 
would consent to the deduction of 25 per 
cent, and the same provision was extended 
#0 Townships if they chose, by the by-law, 
to take 25 per cent. discount of the yearly 
sum the Government had to pay them in 
proportion to their population by the cen- 
sus of 1861. But Townships could not be 
forced, as the hon. member (Mr. Wood) 
maintained, to accept 75 per cent. in the 
doHar. The clause wis merely directory, 
and authorised the Government to pay 


that effect. ‘To have forced this reduction 
would have been dishonest on the part of 
the Government. It would be remember- 
ed that Upper Canada was paid at the 
rate of 100 cents in the dollar, but now 
the hon. member for Brant wants 25 per 
cent. reduction from the amount paid to 
the Townships in Lower Canada. This 
would not be legal, nor would it be just. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT, entirely agreed 
with the remarks of the Hon. Minister of 
Militia. It would bein the highest de- 
gree unjust, to attempt to reduce the 
compensation without the consent of the 
Seigniors or Townships who were entitled 
to receive an annual sum; and it could 
not be contended that after the Govern- 
ment had given its consent to the obli- 
gation to pay 100 cents, it would be an 
equivalent to pay at the reduction of 25 
per cent. The Act was passed to indem- 
nify different persons who had Seigniories, 
and Upper Canada got its indemnity at 
100 cents to the dollar. By the first Act, 
Townships got no indemnity whatever, 
but by the second Act, their rights were 
recognized, and they were to receive an an- 
nual sum equal im proportion to their 
population to that paid for the redempt- 
ion of the Seigniories. It is true, the 
clause was put into the Act allowing the 
payment to the Seigniories and Townships 
by their own consent, at 75 cents on the 
dollar, if they desired it. It would be 
most unjust to deprive the English popu- 
lation in Lower Canada of the indemnity 
to which they were entitled, and he would 
not accept the decison of the House if 
it went against the principles of justice. 


Mr. WEBB considered that the clause 
which reduced the amount to 75 cents on 
the dollar was itself very unjust, and he 
had never heard any arguments in favour 
of it. The quest.on was, can the Govern- 
ment compel Townships to accept 75 cents 
on the dollar ? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER.—No, 


no. 


Mr. CASAULT said it would be most 
unjust to the Townships of Lower Canada 
to make this reduction when Upper Cana- 
da received 100 cents onthe dollar. Even 
as a principle of law he did not approve 
of the course taken by the Treasurer of 
Ontario, and it would not be fair to sub- 
mit the question to the House, not alto- 
gether composed of men versed in law. 
He thought 1t was rather late for the hon. 
Treasurer of Ontario, to question the in- 
demnity made by Parliament for the 
rights of Seigniors, while Upper Canada 
received indemnity as well as Lower 
Canada. 
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Hon. Mr. WUOD said there was no 
equivalent given to Upper Canada for 
$756,000 for Seigniorial indemnity. 

Hon, Sir A. T. GALT said, most un- 
' doubtedly it had. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD maintained it only got 
$215,000. ) 

Hon. Sir A. T.GALT contended that 
both Provinces were placed on precisely 
the same footing, and in fact Upper 
Canada got a great deal more than Lower 
Canada, and at first the Townships got no 
indemnity at all. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD was prepared to discuss 
the merits of the case, though he had pur- 
posely avoided doing so. 


Mr. CASAULT said the clause in the Act 
peremptorily declared the interest should 
_be paid to the Townships, but when it came 
to speak of redemption of principal, it was 
simply permissive. The Government was 
obliged to pay the interest, but need not 
pay the principal unless the Townships 
agreed toit, and until a by-law was passed 
by the Townships agreeing to accept 
the reduction, the Government had no 
power to enforce those terms. He con- 
tended that the amount ought to be put 
in the Public Accounts, at 100 cents in the 
dollar, as there had been no order in 
Council for a reduction of 25 per cent. He 
then referred to the return made to the 
House on the 50th March last, respecting 
the statement of the debt of the late Pro- 
vinces of Canada, a copy of one of the 
statements of which had been sent to the 
Treasurer of Ontario. He did not like the 
way in which some of the figures were put; 
and he made another statement, in which 
he admitted the first statement was cor- 
rect, except some small amount, and by 
his own figures the Seigniorial indemnity 
was placed at $750,710 (hear.) He admit- 
ted pointedly—speaking for his Govern- 
ment, and not expressing his own political 
opinion—that this sum was due, that it 
was correctly stated in the account as 
against the late Provinces of Canada. The 
law and his own admission is against the 
hon. member, and the House would not 
hesitate in voting against his motion. 


Mr. SCATCHERD said that in 1859 when 
the Act was passed, a portion of Lower 
Canada was held in Seigniorial tenure, but 
as a large portion of the inhabitants held 
their lands direct from the Crown, he con- 
sidered it unfair after they, who were con- 
tributing to the revenues of the country, 
had been granted ecatnom c. they 
should attempt to pay off their claim with 
75 cents on the dollar. The Act states 
that it shall be lawful to pay off these 
claims at 75 per cent., but does not state 
that it shall be necessary to have the con- 
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sent of the Townships. The Minister of 
Militia says the Townships were entitled 
to receive the full amount. But by the 
Act of 1859 the proportion to which they 
were entitled could not be ascertained till 
the census of 1861, and till that time they 
were to receive six per cent. on the capi- 
tal. The member of Bellechasse says that 
that pzyment was not to be mide without 
the consent of the County Council. But 
that only applied to the Counties in which 
there were Scigniories, but in Counties in 
which there were no Seigniories if the Coun- 
ty Council did not pass a by-law within 
twelve months then the Local Councils 
could do so to obtain the money. The 
Government did not elect to make an im- 
mediate payment at 75 per cent., and he 
thought it most unjust now to say they 
must pay at that rate. If they did not 
avail themselves of that provision at the 
time, and it was altogether beside the 
question to say whether they had acted 
rightly or wrongly, they could not fall 
back on it now. No doubt the diiference 
in the provisions as to the payment, was, 
that the rights of the Seigniors were re- 
garded as_ private rights in which the con. 
sent of both parties was necessary, while 
the 'Township rights, not being private, it 
was considered that they could be paid off 
at the smaller rate without obtaining their 
consent. He believed they were entitled 
to the whole amount, and he thought it 


most improper that they should now be 


called on to decide whether the Govern- 
ment ought to have paid at the time or 
not. Ifthere were any question respect- 
ing thedebt, that was a matter for the 
Board of Arbitrators which was the proper 
tribunal. Ths was not the legal tribunal 
to dec.de the matter, one way or the other, 


| for if they could decide on reducing the 


amount they might as well dec:de to wipe 
the claim off altogether. 

Hion. Mr. DORION said, what was owing 
was the interest on the amount at 6 per 
cent., not on 75 per cent., but on the 
total capital. The statute evidently put 
the Townships on the same footing as the 
Seigniors. ‘The clause was merely an en- 
abling clause, to enable the Government 
to effect a compromise, but there was no 
wording to compel the Townships to ac- 
cept less than the whole amount. If any 
Township applied for immediate payment 
of the capital, the Government were en- 
abled to settle the claim at 75 per eent. 
It would be perfectly unjust to maintain 
otherwise, when the object of the Act had 
been to place the Townships on the same 
footing as the Seigniors, and other inhabi- 
tants of Lower Canada. He agreed with 
the preceding speaker (Mr. Scatcherd) 
that the matter could not be decided here. 
The amount of debt was a matter before 
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the Arbitrators, and he did not know if] His honourable friend had been present, 


any decision here would be binding on 
that body. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said it was re- 
freshing to see that the members generally 
agreed that such questions ought not to be 
brought before this House. It was a wise 
provision that secured this, as it was bad 
enough that, at the time of the Union any 
questions should have been left unsettled. 
It was judicious therefore that the settle- 
ment of them should be left to another 
tribunal, as tending better tosecure Union ; 
among the several Provinces. As to the; 
clause relied on, it was merely permissive, 
and had not been put in force in any Town- 
ship for the redemption of the claims. 
In fact all received the amount as an an- 
nual indemnity. Not one of them was pre- 
pared to ask payment of the capital at 75 
percent. As to the plea that the Govern- 
ment should force them to receive this, 
he thought it were for the interest of the 
country that the money should be spent 
annuallyin local improvements, as it was 
most dangerous to allow asmall knot of 
men to organize attempts to obtain pus- 
session of capital at a reduced rate 
to be squandered away without effecting 
any good. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the plain fact 
was,that whoever had the right to take up 
this matter the mover had none, having 
accepted the decision as to the state of 
this account at the time ofthe Union. They 
‘had in this House no kind of authority to 
decide to cut down the. amount. The 
question might come up before the Arbi- 
trators as to the equity of the claim, but as 
to any danger arising from that, Lower 


Canada need 1 not be frightened. The 5th ; 


seetion of the Act stated that there shall 
be yearly payments on certain portions of 
the Townships and that the capital may be 
paid at 75 percent. The consent of the 
Seigniors was clearly required to this, and 
the Act showed that the consent of the 
Townships, through the .County Councils 
was necessary. Hach of the ‘ownships had 
to determine to appropriate a yearly sum, 
or the capital or a portion of it to public 
improvements. The consent of the Gov- 
ernor in Council was to be given to the ap- 


propriations, but that must be done 
equitably. Nearly .all the County 
Councils had decided to appropriate 


the yearly sum, and that had been done 
certainly for a term of years, the Governor 
in Council confirming. At the time of the 
Union the amount “of the claim arising 
from this had not been set down in the 
statement of debts at 75 per cent. but at 
the full amount, and it was so stated at 
every meeting held on the subject by the 
members of the two Local Governments. 


and he (Mr. Dunkin) together with their 
respective Premiers, and no one doubted 
then as to the amount, nor dissented 
from what had been done. Afterwards 
the Treasurer of Ontario (Mr. Wood) had 
officially stated that the assent of his 
Government had been given to this claim 
which he now argued against. 

Mr. WEBB said that the member for 
Quebec objected to the principal being 
paid lest it should be wasted, but if any 
public improvements were contemplated 
‘the sum was so small that it was impossi- 
ble to do anything with the interest, and 
they would be compelled to apply for the 
capital. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD contended that this 
was a question for the Dominion Parlia- 
ment to deal with,and not the Arbitrators. 
Their duty was to divide the excess of 
the debt. If this matter was within their 
jurisdiction, then they would have it in 
their power to increase or decrease that 
excess of debt by some’ $200,000. All 
Acts of the late Province of Canada not 
repealed since Confederation, were still in 
force as regards the Dominion. \ No one 
would deny that the Government of the 
late Province of Canada had the right to 
pay the Eastern Townships 80 cents on 
the dollar any time they pleased, and the 
Dominion Government succeeded to that 
right. 

“The House rose at six, 

AYTER RECESS. 

The following Bills were read the third 

time and passed. 


BANK OF COMMERCE AND GORE BANK. 


Mr. MORRISON (Niagara)—To provide 
for the Amalgamation of the Canadian 
Bank of Odsmiherce and: the President, 
Directors and Company of the Gore Bank. 


SOCIETY OF CANADIAN ARTISTS. 


Mr. WORKMAN—To incorporate the 
Society of Canadian Artists. 


Mr. BODWELL moved an amendment 
to strike out the clause empowering the 


‘Society to dispose of Works of Art by 
(lottery. Be argued that this clause would 


encourage a species of gambling. Lost on 
division. 

The following Bills were read the second 
time :— 


ONTARIO AND ERIE SHIP CANAL. 
Mr. MORRISON (Niagara)—To invorpo- 


rate the Ontario and Erie Ship Canal Com- 
pany. 


Red 
GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY. 


Mr. BROWN—To revive the Charter of 
the Grand Junction Railway Company. 
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CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT moved the second 
reading of the Canada Central Railway 
Company Bill. 

Hon. JOHN 8. MACDONALD said he 
would propose certain amendments when 
the Bill went into Committee, and would 
then take occasion to express his views on 
that kind of legislation, which did not 
insist upon any security that the 
work would be done. He would always 
raise his voice against any scheme which 
had for its object self aggrandizement and 
jobbery. These schemes prevented hon- 
est companies from building Railways. 
He did not expect to succeed in his oppo- 
sition, as no doubt the Government would 
support this scheme as all Governments 
did Railway schemes. Before he retired 
from the arena of politics he wished to 
see the system adopted in Englind with 
regard to Committees adopted in Canada, 
viz.: That members of the Committee 
should sit judicially and not as pirtisans. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said he woull be pre- 
pared to answer the hon. gentleman when 
the Bill went into Committee. 


The Bill was read the second time. 


RED RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) said, I am 
exceedingly anxious to know from the 
Government whether they have hid any 
additional intelligence from Fort Garry, 
and whether they are ina position to give 
to the House any further information in 
respect to the barbarous murder which has 
so short a time snce taken place there. 
I am also desirous of knowing whether the 
first Minister is in a pos tion to inform the 
House what the Government intend to do 
in reference to that matter, as there has 
been no subject since Confederation, or for 
many years before, which has so agitated 
the whole of the Domini.n, and more par- 
ticularly that portion of it from which I 
come, than the whole question of the 
North West, particulirly connected with 
the great tragely so recently enacted. I 
am quite aware that the Government of 
the Dominion must necessarily hive cer- 
tain difficulties in reference to the ques- 
tion, and there must be probably a certain 
amount of reticence connected with it. 
That we can all understand and appreciate, 
but there are certain things which the Goy- 
ernment must be enabled to tell this couse, 
and which I shill expest and the country 
will expect they will tell this House. It 
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is clear that the country still belongs to 
Great Br.tain in an Imperial sense, and 
has not been ceded over to us in the man- 
ner, which, at one time, it was supposed 
it would be ceded. It is therefore clear 
that the British Government are in the 
first instance the parties who are interest- 
ed in bringing to a close any revolutionary 
movement, which may have taken place 
there, and therefore we can naturally fun- 
derstand why it would be’that this Govern- 
ment shuld desire that the Imperial Gov- 
ernment would in the first place explain 
very clearly and distinctly what it intends 
to do before the Dominion Government 
should st:te in the most explicit manner 
what its views would be in reference to the 
question; but although that is the case,and 
although we know thit the territory be- 
longs to. the Imperial Government 
there are certiin responsibilities 
which attach to our Government, and 
which Government cannot by any possibil- 
ity ignore,and which we, the representatives 
of the people of the Dominion, demand that 
they shall not ignore in which we are all 
interested as Canadians, and which require 
that we should adopt a certain and deter- 
mined course (hear, heir). There can be 
no doubt whatever, there can be but one 
feeling, not merely am ngst all members 
of this tiouse, but amongst all the inhabi- 
tants of this country, that a barbarous, 
murder has taken place in that territory 
(hear, hear). That a min who has gone 
forth from here under the belief, 
no doubt that he would be as well pro- 
tected there as in any other part 
of Her Majesty’s Dominions, has _ suf 
fered with his life, because he has been 
loy:l and true to the flag of his country, 
and we cannot help feeling that whatever 
the connection may be between the Brit- 
ish Government and the Dominion Govern- 
ment in relation to the manner in which 
what his taken place here shall he ae- 
counted for, that we ourselves and the 
Government have resting upon us, 
the responsibility which the people of this 
country must require at their hands, to- 
tally irrespective of any action by the Im- 
perial Government. Not that I would for 
a single moment interfere with the Im- 
perial authority, but we must all recollect 
the position which our Government has 
tiken. We must remember that we sent 
an agent out to that Western Territory, 
with all the preparations, and with a 
Commission to take the place, of the 
Government uf that Territory. We must 
remember that large numbers of persons 
knowing perfectly well that thit Territory 
was soon to come under our jurisdiction, 
went there with the full belief that they 
would be as safe out in that Western Ter- 
ritory, as they would be in the City of Ot- 
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tawa, Montreal or Toronto, and that, | may be so met, and we would desire to 
therefore, our Government and we our- know very clearly and distinctly, whether 
selves did assure to those people certain | any difficulty whatever is to be thrown 
responsibilities, which by no possibility | In the way, in reference to that; whether 


can we getrid of (hear, hear). | Now, Sir, 
what one desires to know is this,—what 
are the views of our Government in 
respect to this matter. 
Government are still possessors cf the ter- 
ritory because we have not paid over the 
three hundred thousand pounds that we 
contracted to pay, if they are still respon- 


sible for the due administration of law and | 
the protection of life in that country, if | 


they are the persons to put down insurrect- 
ionary movements,then,of course, it is quite 
right that we should have an opportunity 
of understanding and knowing that. If 
they require that we should pay the three 
hundred thousand pounds and that we 
should take upon ourselves the responsi- 
bility, I say for one thatI am prepared 
to take my portion of the responsibility in 
saying, that in the dawning birth of this new 
Dominion that the life of one of our people 
was worth three hundred thousand pounds 
cheers), and that we should not for one 
moment allow, if it becomes necessary to 
assert our authority, and if any question 
arose with reference to our position with 
regard to that and to whether the ex- 
penses were to be borne by the In- 
perial Government. or ourselves, 
that we should be prepared to 
show that we are enabled as a people—as 
we know in the opinion of some people, 
almost an independent people—that we 
are ready to take our part. in defending 
not merely the property, but what is of 
more importance, the lives of our people, 
against any attempt which may be 
made by any insurrectionary party which 
may spring up in any part of the country 
(hear, hear). And what I think we ought 
to have, and what I think we may fairly 
ask for, land the gentlemen on this side 
of the House who are in the habit of sup- 
porting the Government, believing that 
they have the interests of the Dominion at 
heart, what we really require from thera 
is to know whether when these people 
have gone to that territory under the 
idea that they were to be _ protected, 


Whether when _ these _ insurrectionists 
have taken up arms. in the 
manner that they have — done, 


whether when the difficulties have arisen 
that have culminated in the barbarous 
murder of this man, when all these 
things have taken place we would 
desire to know whether the Government 
are determined, whatever may occur, to 
endeavour, so far as in their power, to 
meet the exigencies of the case and to ex- 
ercise Whatever influence and power the 
Dominion. may have, in order that they 


31 


these people who have gone out there 
are to consider themselves as protected ; 
whether Government, if they are in a posi- 


lf the British | tion to stateso, are so ready to assume 


the responsibility which may be cast upon 
them; whether they are prepared to fol- 
low up what must necessarily’ take place 
in reference to this matter, and whether 
if these self styled deputies should come 
down here to treat as if they were the 
ambassadors of a civilized country, wheth- 
er they are to be treated after the man- 
ner of truculent rebels who have not 


merely demanded what they call a Bill of 
Rights, which we as their fellow 
countrymen would be perfectly 


willing to give them if they have any 
grievance under which they suffer, but who 
have dared to steep their hands in the 
blood of an unoffending man who came 
from this country. If these men up there 
fancy that they have rights in the soil, 
that they are entitled to have all that pro- 
perty, that they have a right to do with it 
as they please, and that we are not to go 
there and that we have no right in. it 
whatever, and they are sending down peo- 
ple to treat with us, asif they had the right 
to treat with us, In a manner in which 
they might say they would have, if they 
were fairly coming before us with claims 
which we might meet, but if these men 
are delegates from those who with a self- 
styled and so-called court-martial have 
dared to doom a man to death, and thereby 
murdered him, I say I hope that our Gov- 
ernment will be in a position to say, that 


although prepared to concede, as 
we ali hope that they will con- 
cede, everything honourable and 
just to the people of that territory, 


that they will take care not to treat with 
men who come here with their hands red 
with blood, red with the blood of an unof- 
fending fellow citizen; a man who went 
there with the guarantee of the Govern- 
ment, under the belief that everything 
would be rightly and properly conducted, 
and who has laid down his life because he be- 
lieved that the same power which protect- 
ed the poor captive in Abyssinia, would 
protect the free man in Red River. Now, 
I hope that the hon. Minister wiil give us 
an answer that will set the feelings of the 
people at rest, knowing as he does that the 
feelings of the people of the country is 
excited to a red hot heat (cheers. ) 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—My | 
hon. friend commenced his remarks by 
ask.ng the Government and myself, whether 
we had any later news to give relating to 
this deplorable event, the murder of this 
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man, than we had when I addressed the 
House last on the subject. I have simply 
to state that we have no further intelli- 
gence, but the intelligence is complete as 
to the fact of the man having been shot 
by a party of men calling themselves a 
That the man was murder- 
ed there can be no doubt. 1 stated that I 
would have full information from the Com- 
missioner, who was sent on behalf of the 
Government on a mission of conciliation, 
and for the purpose of assisting Governor 
McTavish to restore order. That gentle- 
man is now in this city, and is preparing a 
report, and so much of it as can be pro- 
perly laid before this House will be laid on 


the table. I suppose that will be done in 
a very short period. So much for the 
information. The hon. gentleman asks 


me to give further information as to the 
course the Government is about to pursue, 
I can only say to my hon. friend and to the 
House, and both he and the House will 
fully appreciate the reticence which I feel 
it my duty to observe in the matter, I 
can only say that the Government are fully 
aware of, and appreciate the gravity of the 
position, and have been so through the 
whole cf this winter, and since the events 
which occurred about the end of October, 
they understand and fully appreciate the 
responsibility that rests upon them. They 
have been in constant communication 
with ker Majesty’s Government on the 
subject, and ] may say that the two Goy- 
ernments are acting in accord and unison 
—(hear, hear)—and with the one object in 
view, that of retsining’ that country asa 
portion of Her Majesty’s Dominions, and 
of restoring law and order therein. We 
are acting in complete unison with Her 
Majesty's Government, and the _ line 
of conduct has been settled upon. 
What that line of conduct 
MARY |) (De, must be for _ the 
present withheld from the House. It 
would simply be giving 1mformation at an 
improper time, and it would soon arrive 
at improper quarters. But I am glad to 
say that Her Mauajesty’s Government are 
acting in accord with us, and have adopted 
our suggestions and have approved of the 
course we have devised, and that course I 
am sure will be carried out to a successful 
completiin at no distant day. Further I 
cannot say. It would be improper for me 
to say any more, and [I am quite sure the 
House will not ask nor expect me tosay 
more. With respect to the delegation the 
hon. gontleman has spoken of, I can only 
say that if they arrive here they will be 
received and heard, and there will be at- 


tentive consideration given to 
whitever they my say in the mat- 
ter. One hon. gentleman has spoken 


—and J see the press has spoken 
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inthe same sense, as if this delegation 
were coming from the persons who are the 
instigators and accessories of the murder 
of thisman, and therefore should not be 
received. I do not understand that 
there are any such persons coming here 
(hear, hear). There was a meeting held, as 
the House and country knows, months ago, 
composed of representatives elected of the 
resident inhabitants, both English and 
French. That meeting was held for the 
purpose of conferring—you may call it a 
conference in fact—as to the state of the 
country, and what their claims should be 
before assenting to come into the Union. 
That body I believe was elected by the 
people, and was composed of :a respectable 
body of men asa whole. The delegates I 
understand were selected by this meeting, 
and you will at once see there can be 
no assassin among them when I tell 
you that Judge Black is at their 
head, a gentleman who has presided at 
the court there of the largest criminal 
and civil jurisdiction, and who enjoys the 
confidence and respect of all parties— 
even of the persons who are now insur- 
gents. Heisat the head of the deputa- 
tion, and any imputation or insinuation 
that he could in any way countenance any 
such outrage as that spoken of, is, of 
course, out of the question. I may say 
further, in order to show the character of 
the delegation, and how it is esteemed by 
the people there, that when Judge Black 
thought at first that he could not come 
here in consequence of private and per- 
sonal matters, it was settled that the An- 
glican Bishop of Rupert's Land, Bishop 
Macrae, should go in his place. Of course 
from bis position it would be understood 
that he is a gentleman of the highest cha- 
racter, and I believe he is regarded as an 
honour to his Church and_ his profession. 
However, Judge Black found it possible to 
come, and, I believe, he will be here with 
the rest. They will be heard; and somuch 
importance, I »may say, is attached to the 
fact that this body is coming here—this 
body of quasi ambassadors—that Sir Staf- 
ford Northcote, who is Governor of the 
Hudson Bay Company, is coming out here 
for the very purpose of meeting them. 
They will be heard, and their representa- 
tions will receive every consideration, and 
possibly the result of the conference may 
be the subject of discussion in this House 
before the end of the present session. | 
do not know that it is necessary, or that it 
would be proper or expedient for me to 
Siy anything more in answer to my hon. 
friend. If there is anything I have omitted 
Iw.ll be very glad to supplement my pre- 
sent statem: nt. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—There are one or two 
points upon which I would like further in- 
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formation. When I asked the Government ' 
two days ago the questions that have just 

been more fully asked by the hon. 

member for Peel, I said I was led to be- 

lieve from the letters received, and from 

information in the newspapers, that there 

were still more prisoners confined there, 

and that I had some apprehension for the | 
safety of these prisoners in the hands of | 
such desperate men as seem to have con- 
trol of affairs there at present. I have seen 
stated that this unfortunate gentleman 
who was murdered, asked leave before his 
murder to take a farewell of his fellow 
prisoners, and that at that time there were 
forty-seven persons in prison. Now, the 
hon. gentleman has not stated whether he 
has any further information as to the fate 
of the forty-seven, who were undoubtedly 
in prison when this man was murdered. I 
asked that question two days ago. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—It 
was my impression that I had answered it. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—The answer given 
was, that there would not be any definite 
_ information until they had the report from 

Mr. Donald A. Smith. Iam very glad to 
hear that this Government and the Im- 
perial Government are in accord in the de- 
termination to assert the supremacy of the 
British Crown in that territory. But I have 
noticed a statement in the telegraphic re- 
ports this morning that Mr. Monsell, the 
Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
stated in his place in the English House of 
Commons on Monday night, that the de- 
mands made upon the Imperial Govern- 
ment for Imperial troops to go to Red 
River, were then under consideration of 
the Government (hear,) So that it is quite 
evident that on Monday night, at least, 
there is some discrepancy between Mr. 
Monsell’s statement and the one the hon. 
gentleman opposite just made. Of course 
ITaccept the statement just made, but I 
mention this to show that there is some 
misunderstanding. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No, 
no (hear). 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Very well, I am very 
glad to hear it (hear). With reference to 
the delegates [ am bound to take the 
statement of the hon. gentleman, that 
Judge Black is coming, as I have no im- 
formation from the papers or otherwise, 
but I fully endorse the sentiments of the 
member for Peel regarding the two other 
persons who are coming here, and who were 
so intimately connected with the persons in 
rebellion, and J think they ought not to be 
received. We have first to vindicate the 
British law and supremacy in that country 
before we can hold communication with 
the people in rebellion. 


SA 
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and assuming supreme power—not assum- 
ing the functions of a Provisional Gov- 
ernment but the functions of a permanent 
Government, and acting as if no election 
of delegates had taken place. I have seen 
it stated that two of the delegztes were 
appointed actually by force, that the in- 
habitants present were overawed by those 
who had power at the moment, and that 
the whole proceeding was merely to gain 
time until they could obtain assistance 
from the filibusters and others in the 
United States, with whom we know they 
have been in active communication since 
the beginning of the insurrection. I wish 
te know further from. the hon. gentleman 
whether any delay is to take place in for- 
warding the preparations that must be 
made—for there must be no squeamish- 


ness in. this matter—until these 
delegates should come here, un- 
til Sir Stafford Northeote should 
come here, until there should be 


ample time to discuss these mutters with 
these people, such delay as would prevent 
the departure of the forces necessary, in or- 
der to enforce order there, Itis known now 
sir, that navigation will soon open on the 
upper Lakes, and within three or four 
weeks it will be possible for vessels to tra- 
verse Lake Superior to Thunder Bay ; and E 
trust nothing will prevent the execution by 
the Government of everything necessary to 
forward forces there at the earliest possible 
moment (hear). This is a matter, of 
course, in which, I am aware the Govern- 
ment have difficulties to contend with ; 
and I am quite disposed to make every al- 
lowance for those difficulties ; and I hope 
nothing will prevent the Government 
adopting an energetic course (hear). 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—With 
regard to the statement in the telegraphie 
news respecting the statement of Mr. Mon 
sell, [can merely say that the telegrapk 
is not usually very accurate. I do not 
know what explanations he may have made 
in the House of Commons, and can only 
repeat what I have said, that the two Gov- 
ernments are quite in accord as to the 
policy pursued, and that policy is one ef 
action (hear). 


Mr. MACKENZIE I am very glad te 
hear that. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Witk 
regard to the prisoners, I can only repeat 
the statement I made before. Mr. Smith 
understood that half of them had been dis- 
charged or were to be discharged as soon 
as he left, and the remainder in a day er 
two. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Have you any pesi- 


I have seen it | tive information that they were dischang- 


stated that Riel has been issuing decrees | ed ? 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I am | opportunity of affirming ‘or disapproving 


sure they are all discharged by this time. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Then does the Goy- 
,ernmentintend to delay active proceed- 
ings in the meantime? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
have told my hon. friend that the two 
Governments are quite in accord, and that 
our policy is one of action—(cheers)—and 
I think my hon. friend ought to be satis- 
fied with that, Judge Black was coming 
down at once, and asked Mr. Smith to 
make arrangements for him, and Mr. 
Smith did' make arrangements for him, 
sending conveyances en route. Mr. Smith 
lefton the 19th of March, and Judge 
Black was shortly to follow him, but he 
did not make any arrangements for the 
others, as they did notask him. He had 
made arrangements for conveyance to St. 
Paul, and from St. Paul still further this 
way. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Has any inform.- 
tion been received of Judge Black's arrival 
at St. Paul. Mr. Smith left St. Paula 
number of days ago, and it is possible 
that these gentlemen hearing of this de- 
plorable event, will not now come at all. 
I think while this House is in session, it is 
absolutely necessary that the Government 
should before the House closes, put the 
House in full possession of the course it 
proposes totake. I can quite understand 
that a certain amount of reticence is abso- 
lutely necessary and is desirable, but at 
the same time when the representatives 


of the people are here assembled, I think | on the subject of Ferries. 


the Government cannot with any pro- 
priety ask that this question should remain 
over until Parliament rises, for we are told 
that Parliament may rise shortly, and that 
the Government intend to bring it to a 
close as speedily as possible. I think we 
should have the assurance that whateyer 
course is pursued, this House should be 
informed of it. I think there can be no 
doubt whatever that the Rubicon has been 
passed, by the execution, the homicide 
of Scott, and as these individuals have 
appealed to force, my _ conviction is 
that force must be resorted to. For my 
own part there is no one more willing to 
meet any reasonable complaint or remove 
any reasonable misapprehension that these 
people may be labouring under, but I do 
think that when, without any provocation, 
as far as we can judge from the informa- 
tion before us, they have slain men, the 
vesponsibitity now rests with our Govyern- 
ment, with the Imperial Government and 
with us (hear), and that we cannot divest 
ourselves of that responsibility by simple 
acquiescence with what the Government 
may consider right (hear). I think the 
Government should give the House an 
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the policy they may see tit to adopt (hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Of 
course the Government is in the hands of 
the House, and any hon. member can 
bring this subject up whenever he pleases. 
We must make such efforts as we think it 
our duty to do, we must take such a course 
and abide the consequences of approbation 
or disapprobation. 

Bon. Sir A. T. GALT—I hope the hon. 
gentleman does not misunderstand me. I 
only wish to know it the Government 
would announce their policy before the 
House rises. 

ion. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
really hope and believe that before this 
Parliament rises, matters will be in such a 
state that the Government can,without in- 
jury to public interests, but rather in pro- 
motion of public interests, take, as it were, 
the House into our confidence, if I may 
use such an expression, and show what the 
policy of the Government is(hear). Ofcourse 
| events changing every day may change the 
course this Government now think fit to 
pursue. Ithinkif the Government do not 
make a full statement to the House before 
the prorogation, they are bound to make 
such a statement as will meet the appro- 
bation of the House (hear). 

The matter was then dropped. 


FERRIES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the House 
into Committee to consider the resolution 
He explained 
that there was no Statute regulating the 
granting of licenses to ferries between any 
two Provinces, and between any of the 
Provinces and the adjoming country. 
What he desired, was a law providing cer- 
tain regulations to be observed by all par- 
ties applying for such licenses, and the 
result would be to do away with existing 
evils and promote the public interest. 


Mr. MACKENZIE advocated as little in- 
terference as possible with the ferries. 
He called attention to the policy with re- 
gard to the American ferry steamers which 
was attended with great practical incon- 
venience both to their own citizens and 
ours, as from the restrictions placed on 
our steamers in their ports, their ferry 
boats knowing that they could obtain all 
the traffic, took towing and other work. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the mover 
‘should have been a little more explicit. 
He desired to know what was proposed to 
be done with the ferry opposite Ottawa, 
and with such ferries as those at Detroit, 
Sarnia and Ogdensburg. 

After some further discussion the reso- 
lutions were agreed to, and the Commit- 
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tee rose and reported, and Mr. Morris in- 
troduced a Bill founded on the resolu- 
tions, which was read a first time. — 


Interest 


NOVA SCOTIA BANK ISSUES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee on the resolutions, 
to empower Banks in Nova Scotia to issue 
notes, between $20 and $4, they being at 
present prevented from issuing any under 
$20.—Resolutions reported. 


SUPREME COURT BILL. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
to-morrow he would move the House into 
Committee on the Supreme Court Bill. 


INTEREST BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved 
concurrence on interest resolutions—first 
resolution passed. 

On the second resolution, 


Mr. YOUNG moved that no corporate 
body be allowed to charge a higher rate 
than private individuals. He was op- 
posed to the restriction on money, but as 
the House had affirmed a contrary princi- 
ple, he believed they were bound to carry 
out the’ principle so as to secure uniform. 
ity. . 

Mr. CAMERON (Huron) was opposed to 
the Government measure, which was not 
only unnecessary but impolitic. Petitions 
had been received from various leading 
bodies against any change, and all experi- 
ence of the Usury Laws showed how 
thorough a failure they had been. 


Mr. JOLY pointed out the distinction 
between commercial and non-commercial 
loans, to the latter of which he believed 
the law might properly apply. 

Mr. MILLS said in England there were 
many cases in which rights of individuals 
were restricted, but there were no good 
reasons in the present case why corpor- 
ations should have rights not enjoyed by 
individuals. He could understand a pres- 
sure for Usury Laws in an unenlightened 
state of society, but in our case we had for 
many years enjoyed the benefits of hav- 
ing no Usury Laws, and he could not see 
any reason for the Government proposing 
a measure which could only be justified by 
the requirements of a less advanced state 
of society. He believed experience would 
show, that since the abolition of the Usury 
Law in this country, more people had been 
shaved by too high prices of goods charged 
by shop-keepers than by the high rates of 
interest charged by money-lenders. It 
was said this measure was for the protec- 
tion of artless persons against sharpers. If 


[APRIL 6, 1870.] 


Bill. 906 
tect them against the injudicious use of 
money, for more persons suffered in this 
way than by being obliged to pay a high 
rate of interest. There was as much pro- 
priety in the Government interfering with 
private judgment of persons, with re- 


gard to the management of their 
business—with regard to the rate 
of interest they shall pay—for 


money to invest in their business. In 
every business there must be risk, and the 
money-borrower must bear his share o! the 
risk. He believed the tendency of the 
measure would be to drive scrupulous 
men from the field, and leave the business 
of money lending in the hands of unscru- 
pulous men, who would find means of 
evading the law. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) said that experience 
had shown that many cases of hardship 
had occurred under the absence of Usury 
Laws, and it was in the general public in. 
terest to have a fixed rate of interest. He 
desired to see the question of a fixed rate 
of interest permanently settled. He 
thought Government should consent now 
to put corporations on the same footing 
as individuals. 


Mr. MAGILL said there never was a time 
when money was more easily obtained than 
now, and therefore, he argued, there was 
no necessity for such a measure, even sup- 
posing it would effect that which has been 
claimed for it. He believed the measure 
wasan impertinent interference with the 
private jndgment of individuals. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the Gov- 
ernment should announce, whether they 
would consent to the suggestions of so 
many members, and put corporations and 
individuals on the same footing. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the policy of the Government could be 
found in the Resolutions. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it seemed to 
him preposterous to legislate to restrict 
private individuals in their contracts, 
while the corporations that did by 
far the largest amount of money lend- 
ing, were left practically unrestricted. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
the Trust and Loan Companies, with which 
he was acquainted, only charged eight per 
cent., payable half-yearly. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the bor- 
rower had to pay the preliminary enquiry 
expenses, which were always very great. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the expenses were less than if the 
money were borrowed upon a mortgage 
drawn up by a private individual. The 
only corporations that could be said to be 
excepted by the resolutions from the gen- 
eral rule, were the Building Societies. 


that was so it ought to go further, and pro- | The House should remember that,not only 
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were borrowers to be considered, but it 
should consider the case of those persons 
-mterested in these societies, which ‘no 
doubt would, under the general rule pro- 
posed, have to be wound up. If these 
resolutions were now put into an account, 
the Building Societies would, no’ doubt, 
eonsider this discussion ample warning 
that next session they would be included 
im the general working of the Act. 

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) said that the 
Banks could not, under the present law, 
eharge more than seven per cent. If they 
did so, any person charged more than that 
rate could recover the difference. The 
Banks would not be in any better position 
ander the resolutions than they are now. 
‘The remarks of the Minister of Justice, 
vespect.ng the closing of the Building So- 
eieties, could not be upheld, because the 
resolutions proposed only to apply to 
a future case, and agreements now made 
would still remain good. The resolu- 
tions offered a premium to Building 
societies to put up their stock to the 
highest figure, and charge the highest 
rates of interest. The resolutions were a 
delusion anda snare, and were giving ex- 
eeptional legislation. in favour of a class 
against which provision should be made. 


ton. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
was in favour of a fixed rate of interest, 
which would apply to all institutions as 
well as private persons. He was in favour 
ef the sense of the amendment proposed, 
but would vote against it, because he was 
in favour of the first five resolutions. He 
moved an amendment that the resolu- 
tions be referred back to Committee, 
with instructions to strike out the sixth 
clause. 


After some remarks from Hon. Col.GRAY, 
Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD’S 
amendment was put and carried.—Yeas, 
103; nays, 21. 

Yuas—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Ault, 
Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Bod. 
well, Bourassa, Bowell, Bowman, Brown, 


Cameron (Huron), Cameron (Peel), 
Carling, Caron, Cartwright, Casault, 
Cayley, Chamber lin, Cheval, Cimon, 
Connell, Costigan, | Coupal, Currier, 


Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, 
Forbes, Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geof- 
frion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Gray, 
Grover, Holton, Hutchison, Joly, Jones 
(Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, Kierz- 
kowski, Lacerte, Lapum, Le Vesconte, 
Macdonald (Cornwall) Macdonald (Glen- 
garry), McDonald (Lunenburg), Mackenzie, 
Magill, Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Ter- 
rebonne), McCallum, McConkey, McDou- 
gall (Renfrew), McMillan, McMonies, Mer- 
ritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), 
Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, Oliver, Pa- 
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quet, Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pou- 
liot, Pozer, Renaud, Ross (Champlain), 
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), 
Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Ross (Wellington, 
C. R.), Ryan (Montreal West). Rymal, 
Savary, Scatcherd, Scriver, Senecal, Shanly, 
Snider, Sproat, Stephenson, Stirton, Street, 
Thompson (Haldimand), Webb, Wells, 
White, Whitehead, Workman, Wright 
(Ottawa County), Wright (York, Ontario, 
W. R.), and Young—103. 

Nays — Messrs. Archibald Blanchet, 
Brousseau, Campbell, Cartier, Sir George 
E., Chauveau, Crawford (Brockville) Craw- 
ford (Leeds), Dunkin, Fortin, Heath, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Huot, Keeler, Lan- 
gevin, Langlois, Macdonold, Sir J. A. 
(Kingston), Morris, Robitaille, Tilley, and 
Walsh—21. 

And the question being put on the 
amendment as amended, it was agreed to. 


The House then went into Committee— 
Mr. ROSS (Dundas) in the chair, and 
adopted the amendment, striking out the 
sixth clause. 

The first and second resolutions were 
concurred in. 


On the third resolution, 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) moved that 
it be not concurred in, but be referred 
back to the Committee of the Whole to 
consider the amendments as follows :— 


1. ‘That the rate of interest recover. 
able by suit or contract, where no rate 
of interest is agreed on, or in cases where 
interest is recoverable by law, shall be six 
per cent. per annum, unless by agree- 
ment the rate of interest is to be 
greater than six per cent., when such 
greater rate of interest, but to the 
extent of eight per cent. only, shall be 
recoverable by law. 


2. “That onany contract, where the rate 
of interest is greater than six per cent. 
per annum, is agreed to be paid, and 
is actually paid, no part of such interest 
shall be recoverable back by the party 
paying the same.” 

Mr. JOLY moved in amendment to the 
said proposed amendment, that all the 
words after ‘‘That’’ be left out, and the 
following substituted in lieu thereof:— 
‘The said Resolution be not now concurred 
in, but that it be referred back to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole, with an instruction 
to amend the Resolutions, by expunging 
all the words after the word ‘stipulated ” 
inline 1 of the third Resolution, and in- 
serting the following instead thereof: ‘‘The 
party stipulating such higher rate than 
eight per cent., shall ipso facto forfeit the 
whole of the Interest, as a penalty; and 
if any higher rate than eight percent. per 
annum be paid, the whole amount so paid 
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for Interest shall be recoverable by the 
parties paying it, provided the action for 
recovering it be brought within six months 
from the payment.” 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that it was the 
most logical proposition, but it endanger- 
ed the Bill. He hoped the amendment 
would be withdrawn. 


Mr. JOLY said that he would do so, 
although he thought it the best proposi- 
tion, it fixing a real penalty. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that he was fond 
of logical propositions, and should object 
to the withdrawal. 


After some conversation the amend- 
ment was withdrawn, and a vote was then 
taken on the Hon. Mr. Cameron’s amend. 
mentas follows: Yeas 44; nays 78; ma- 
jority against 34. 

Yeas—Messrs. Abbott, Bodwell, Bow- 
man, Cameron (Huron), Cameron (Peel), 
Carling, Cartwright, Connell, Currier, Dob- 
bie, Ferris, Forbes, Gibbs, Grant, Kempt, 
Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, McDougall 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morison (Victoria O.), Morrison 
(Niagara), Munroe, Oliver, Renaud, Ross 
(Wellington C, R.), Ryan, (Montreal West), 
Seatcherd, Snider, Sproat, Stephenson, 
Stirton, Street, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Webb, Wells, Wilson, Workman, Wright 
(Ottawa County), Wright (York Ontario 
W. R.) and Young.—44. 


Nays—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Ault, Béechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, 
Blanchet, Bourrassa, Bowell, Brousseau, 
Brown, Campbell, Caron, Cartier, Sir 
George E., Casault, Cayley. Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford (Brockville), Crawford 
(Leeds), Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geof- 
frion, Gendron, Godin, Grover, Hincks, 
Sir Francis, Holton, Huot, Hutchison, 
Joly, Jones (Leeds and Grenville), 
Keeler, Kierzkowski, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Le Vesconte, Macdonald 
(Cornwall), Macdonald (Glengarry), Mac- 
donald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDonald 
(Lunenburg), Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCallum, McMillan, Mor- 
ris, Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Robitaille, Ross (Cham- 
plain), Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Ed- 
ward), Ross (Victoria N. 8.) Rymal, Savary, 
Seriver, Sénécal, Tilley, Walsh, White and 
Whitehead.—78. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) said that 
the resolution of the hon, member for 
Cornwali, left Corporations in the same 
position as they were now, and he would 
move an affirmative motion ‘that no per- 
son or Corporation shall take or receive 
more than 8 per cent. perannum by way 
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of interest on any contract, and no such 
rate of interest shall be payable in advance 
in whole or in part. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the resolution was a factious one and had 
neither sense or reason in it. (Laughter.) 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON said that hon. Sir 
John A. Macdonald was factious in a course 
which he knew to be wrong, while he 
(Mr. Cameron) if factious at all, was so in 
a course which he knew to be right. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Cameron’s amendment 
was put. Yeas, 37; nays 82. 

Yuas—Messrs. Bodwell, Bowman, Came- 
ron (Huron), Cameron (Peel), Cartwright, 
Currier, Dorion, Ferris, Geofirion, Holton, 
Jones (Leeds & Grenville), Kempt, Mac- 
kenzie, Magill, McConkey, McDougall 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Mo- 
rison (Victoria O.), Oliver, Perry, Renaud, 
Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington 
C. R.), Ryan (Montreal West), Rymal, Sni- 
der, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Walsh, Wells, Whitehead, Workman, 
Wright (Ottawa County), Wright (York 
Ontario W. R.) aud Young.—87. 


Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archibald, Ault, 
Béchard, Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blan- 
chet, Buurassa, Bowell, Brousseau, Brown, 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir Geo. 
E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberl.n, Chauveau, 
Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Coupal, Craw- 
ford (Brockville), Crawford (Leeds), Dob- 
bie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Forbes, For- 
tier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Godin, Grant, Grover, Hincks, Sir 
Francis, Huot, Hutchison, Joly, Keeler, 
Kierzkowski, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lapum, Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Corn- 
wall), Macdonald (Glengarry), Macdonald, 
Sir John A. (Kingston), McDonald (Lu- 
nenburg), Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne) McCallum, McMillan, Mer- 
ritt, Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, 
Pozer, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Victoria, N. S.), Savary, Scatcherd, Seri- 
ver, Sénécal, Sproat, Stephenson, Street, 
Tilley, Webb, White and Wilson.—82. 

The 3rd resolution was carried, and the 
4th was also adopted. 


On the 5th Mr. MACKENZIE moved an 
amendment, that the resolutions be refer: 
red back to the Committee of the Whole 
with instructions to provide that the Pro- 
vince of Ontario be exempted from the 
proposed restriction to the rate of in- 
terests. 

The amendment was put to the vote. 
Yeas 40, nays 74. 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Bodwell, Bow- 
man, Cameron (Huron) Cameron (Peel) 
Cartwright, Chamberlin, Connell, Currier, 
Dobbie, Dufresne, Gibbs, Holton, Kempt, 
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Levesconte, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, 
McDougall, (Renfrew), McMonies, Merritt, 
Metcalf, Mills, Morison (Victoria), Munroe, 

Oliver, Ross (Wellington, C. R), Scatcherd, 
Snider, Sproat, Stephenson, Stirton, Thom- 
son (Haldimand), Wells, Whitehead, Wil- 
son, Workman, Wright (Ottawa County), 
Wright (York, Ont.), Young—40. 


Nays—Messrs. Archibald, Ault, Béechard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Bourassa, Bowell, Brousseau, Brown, Camp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir G. EH, 
Casault, Cayley, Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, 


Costigan, Coupal, Crawford (Leeds), Drew, ; 


Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Godin, Grant, Gray, Gro- 
ver, Hincks, Sir F., Huot, Hutchison, Kee- 
ler, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, 
Macdonald(Cornwall), Macdonald, (Glengar- 
ry), Macdonald Sir J. A., McDonald (Lu- 
nenburg), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Ter- 
rebonne), McCallum, McMillan, Morris, 
Morrison, Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pin- 
soneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. 8), 
Ryan (Montreal West), Rymal, Savary, 
Scriver, Street, Tilley, Walsh, Webb, White 


— (4. 


At ten minutes to two o’clock, Mr. 
Gibbs proposed the adjournment of the 
House. The Government opposed the 
motion. 


The fifth resolution was then passed. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved for 
leave to introduce a Bill founded on the 
resolutions. 


Mr. MACKENZIE demanded that the 
Bill should be read. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, that as the 
Government had refused the courtesy of 
an adjournment he would insist that the 
Bill should be read. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER main. 
tained, at length, thatit was sufficient to 
read the title only. 


While he was speaking, Hon. Sir John 
A. Macdonald and Hon. Sir Francis Hincks 
prepared a rough sketch of the Bill, 
and Hon. Sir Francis Hincks handed it to 
the Clerk amid great laughter. 


The Bill was then read a first time; 
second reading today (Thursday). 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON. 


Hon. Sir JOHN. A. MACDONALD said 
that he could not tell whether the Budget 
would be brought down at the afternoon 
or evening sitting to-day (Thursday). 

The House adjourned at 2:5 a.m. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 7, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 
After routine business, 


NORTH WEST DIFFICULTIES. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST en- 
quired from the Government what steps 
were to be taken in respect to restoring 
‘order in the North West. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said all the infor- 
mation that could properly be imparted 
had been given in another branch of the 
Legislature, and all he could do was to re- 
peatit in subtance,—namely, that the 
Government were in earnest, and actively 
engaged in preparations to restore order, 
and that both the Imperial and Dominion 
Governments were earnestly in accord. 


DEBATES ON NOTICES OF MOTION. 


Aother debate arose with respect to the 
rule of the House and practice of the 
House of Lords, in relation to debates on 
notices of motion. 


GRAND TRUNK, AND BUFFALO AND LAKE 
HURON RAILWAY COMPANY. 


The Grand ‘Trunk, and Buffalo and 
Lake Huron Railway Bill, was read a third 
time and passed. 


DETROIT RIVER TUNNEL COMPANY. 


The Detroit River Tunnel Company’s 
Bill was read a third time and passed, 


{ 
CENSUS BILL. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the first Census Bill. He said 
the Bill was very general in its provisions, 
and it had been thought advisable to 
place the matter in the hands of the Min- 
ister of Agriculture. It was proposed to 
take the census in the early part of the 
year before the first of May, but the exact 
date was uncertain and must depend on 
circumstances. The uncertainty arose 

| from the fact, that in winter time some 
{parts were unsettled, numbers in Lower 
Canada going to the States for work, and 
others in various parts of the country, 
going into lumbering operations. He 
then briefly explained some of the de- 
tails of the measure. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST was 
understood to say that on former occa- 
sions the census returns had been made 
with great carelessness in some parts, — 
owing to the employment of utterly incom- 
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petent enumerators, and he strongly urged 
the Government to employ none but 
competent persons for such work. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL was certain that the 
Minister of Agriculture would take every 
possible pains to have the returns made 
accurate. 


After some remarks from Hon. Mr 
DICKEY, the Bill was read asecond time. 


ST. FRANCIS AND MEGANTIC INTERNA- 
TIONAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS moved the second reading 
of the St. Francis and Megantic Internation- 
al Railway.—Carried, and referred to Rail- 
way Committee. 


CHAMPLAIN AND ST. LAWRENCE SHIP 
CANAL. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS moved the second reading 
of the Champlain and St. Lawrence Ship 
Canal Bill. Carried, and referred to Bank- 
ing, Commerce and Railway ;Committee. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 7, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


FISH AND OIL INSPECTION. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN (Montreal West,) pre- 
sented the petition of Thomas Fraser, 
Sinclair Jack, and 90 other citizens of Mon- 
treal, for an Act providing for the inspec 
tion of fish and oils. 


BANK ISSUES, HALIFAX. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
concurrence in the report of the Commit- 
tee of the Whole, on resolutions providing 
that Chartered Banks in Nova Scotia may 
issue notes ofa denomination as low as 
four dollars, but not below that.—Car- 
ried. 

On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS a Bill based on these resolutions 
was introduced. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


Hon. sir John A. MACDONALD moved 
that the House go into Committee on the 
Bill respecting Masters and Mates 
of vessels, and explained that the 
Government was to provide that the 
certificates of Masters and Mates granted 
in Canada shall be of equal force to those 
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granted in England. Examination in Cana- 
da would be equally as stringent as in 
England, and the same qualifications would 
be required. 


Certificates. 


Mr... MACKENZIE said it was evi- 
dent from):«this: , Bill. that. the... Goy- 
ernment intended to. establish some 
kind of | Marine Schools. - He 


would not now express any opimion as to 
the advisability of establishing such schools, 
but it ought to be brought up before Par- 
liament, and the Government ought not 
to take upon themselves to establish such 
schools, without having the whole subject 
discussed in Parliament. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the object was to assist seamen te prepare 
for an examination. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) © said 
there were two systems which might be. 
adopted. One was to establish Training 
Schools, which might prove very expen- 
sive; the other was to aid by money grants 
Private Schools established for the same 
purpose. In England this class of Private 
Schools were self-sustaining, but they 
could not be expected to be so in this 
country, and, therefore, he thought the 
best plan would be to grant them pecun- 
iary aid from time to time. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said this Bill was the 
most important to the Maritime Provinces 
of any Bill introduced into this Parliament. 
The Legislature of Nova Scotia six. or 
seven years ago passed an Act similiar to 
this one, but as it was negatived by the 
English Board of Trade, he believed it 
would be well for the Government to 
establish or assist Training Schools in one 
or two places in the country. 

Mr. SMITH said this was a measure of 
great utility. Money spent on these 
Training Schools would be, he was assured, 
well spent. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said this 
was a matter Mr. Macdougall and himself 
were empowered to bring before the Board 
of Trade in England. He had a conver- 
sation with Mr. Bright on the subject, and 
explained to him the difficulties under 
which our seamen laboured. Mr. Bright 
appreciated these difficulties, and approv- 
ed of the course the Government had pro- 
posed in this measure. 


Mr. FORTIN said no measure would be 
received with more pleasure by the peo- 
ple of the Maritime Provinces than this. 
It had been wanted for many years, and 
it was now expected it would become law. 
He pointed out the great difficulties un- 
der the present system, which would be 
removed by this measure. He urged on 
the Government the importance of secur- 
ing properly qualified persons to com pose 


915 Masters’ and Mates 


the Board of Examiners. In England 
_ high qualifications were required, and ex- 
examinations for certificates of compe- 
tency were very stringent. He hoped 
the same system would be followed here, 
for it was of great importance that our 
standard should be as high as the stan- 
dard in England. With regard to certifi- 
cates of service, he did not see that they 
would be of much value; and he was 
afraid they would tend to lead seamen 
not to go further and obtain a, certificate 
of competency. The Board of Examiners 
would be useless without some kind of 
Marine Schools, and therefore the estab- 
lishment of these schools was a necessary 
part of this measure, in order to make it 
effective. He believed that in the present 
infant state of our Marine, private 
Schools could not be self supporting, and 
therefore it was the duty of the Govern- 
ment to come to their assistance witha 
money grant. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it was a mistake 
to suppose that he was opposed to the Bill 
in regard to the examination of Masters 
and Mates. But the Government were 
asking for power to establish Marine 
Schools. No information was given to 
the House as to where these Schools 
were to be established, in what connec- 
tion, how conducted, how many of them, 
and the probable cost. All this informa- 
tion should be given before the House 
was asked to pass the measure. ‘This Bill 
evidently ought to have heen introduced 
by resolution, and unless some portions 
of the Bill were struck out, he might feel 
it his duty to raise objection to its being 
proceeded with on account of the irregu- 
larity of its introduction. 


Mr. McCALLUM thought the Bill should 
be extended to the Upper Lakes, though 
perhaps the same standard of qualifica- 
tion might not be required as on the sea- 
board, and he hoped this would be done 
at the earliest possible moment. 

Mr. WORKMAN expressed his _satisfac- 
tion at this measure, and believed it would 
tend to promote the commercial interests 
of the Dominion. The elevation of the 
standard of education of our seaman was 
of great importance to this Dominion, and 
he hoped the Bill would become law this 
session. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill was not introduced before, because 
any certificates granted by Canada would 
have been useless until an Imperial Act 
was passed recognizing them. ‘The Goy- 
ernment did not intend to ask a grant 
especially for schools of instruction, but 
the Bill might be extended next Ses- 
sion. 


Mr. Fortin. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said that it was wrong 
to commit a blunder as to this kind of 
general legislation, which might result in a 
perfect farce, such as the Nautical College 
some time ago established in Quebec. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the clause was inserted for the pur- 
pose of supplying facilities to Captains 
and Mates, who now have no place to go 
to prepare themselves to take out certifi- 
cates. 

After some further discussion the House 
wentinto Committee, Hon. Mr. Le Vesconte 
in the chair. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked who were to ex- 
amine the examiners ? Was the Minister 
of Marine todo so? That gentleman’s 
department was turned into a common 
sewer into which was thrown the work that 
none of the other Heads of Departments 
would undertake. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the examiners would be under the Boards 
of Trade. 


The Bill was amended in some respects 
end the Committee rose and reported. 


THE BUDGET. 


The House having resolved itself into 
Committee of Ways and Means, Hon. Col. 
GRAY in the chair, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, Minister 
of Finance, addressed the Committee as 
follows :— 


Cot. Gray,—Before proceeding to dis- 
charge the duty which devolves upon me 
of submitting to this Committee an ex- 
position ofthe financial state of the Do- 
minion, I think it necessary to advert 
very briefly towhat I may almost call an 
irregularity, at all events a peculiarity 
of the position m which Iam placed in 
having to go into Committee of Ways and 
Means and making my financial statement 
in this particular way. I believe it is in 
accordance with strictly constitutional 
usage in England for the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer to make his financial statement 
after the House has been for some time 
in Committee of supply, and after the 
supplies have been in great part voted. I 
have no doubt the hon. member for 
Chateauguay (hon. Mr. Holton) knows that 
to be the practice. Well, sir, unfortunately, 
considerable delay took place this year, ag 
hon. members are perfectly aware and as I 
was frequently reminded, in bringing down 
the public accounts. I have no cause of 
complaint against hon. gentlemen opposite 
who expressed great anxiety about the 
public accounts for the year and found 
fault because they were not ready. I 
readily admit that they ought to have 
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been ready earlier—that they should have 
been in the hands of hon. members on the 
opening of the session. I regret that they 
were not ready. Icannot charge myself, 

however, with any laxity in endeavouring 
to have them ready, nor can I charge it as 
a fault to the officers of the Department 
over which | preside, for considerable de- 
lay took place in the outside departments 
and the accounts were not ready as they 
ought to have been. That mvolved delay 
in the preparation of the estimates, and it 
was not thought desirable to bring them 
down until they were complete. Now, a 
practice has prevailed here which is con- 
irary to the English practice, and which I 
think it expedient should be altered, 

namely, to delay bringing down the esti- 

mates until all of them, covering every 
branch of the public service, are ready, 
though it has been usual—and I dare say the 
usage will not be departed from—to bring 
down a supplementary estimate, (hear, 
hear). There are many reasons which 
render it impossible to bring down the en- 
tire estimates early in the session. I 
think it would be found more convenient, 
more conducive to the speedy despatch 
of the business of the House, to adopt the 
English practice not to wait tillall of them 


The 


are completed, but to bring them down as 


they may be ready, so as to go into Com- 
mittee of Supply at the earliest possible 
period in the session. I have thought it 
necessary, sir, to make this explanation. 
Hon. gentlemen opposite for some time 
past have been enquiring when the finan- 
cial statement would be made, and I am 
considerably indebted to them for allow- 
ing me to take several motions pro forma, 
thus enabling me to explain sooner than I 
otherwise would have been able todo, the 
financial position of the country. I have 
thought it advisable to make these tew ob- 
servations in explanation of the cause ofthe 
delay that has occurred in making this 
statement, and of the cause also why [now 
proceed to make it in Committee of 
Ways and Means without having taken any 
votes in the Committee of Supply—thatis, 
any votes of importance. 

It has been usual, sir, on occasions of 
this kind, I find on looking back, for the 
Finance Minister, in the course of his. ex- 
planations, to rev.ew the general condi- 
tion of the country. I do not propose 
to occupy the time of the Committee with 
any lengthy remarks upon that subject. I 
believe there is no reason to doubt that 
the country is in a state of prosperity and 
that itis amply able to meet all its obli- 
gations; and I would hardly have adverted 
to the subject at all, were it not that on 
many occasions during the present session 
hon. members have made remarks which 
I very much regretted and which seemed 
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to indicate a doubt as to the ability of the 
Dominion to meet its engagements, and 
have spoken as if there were a constant 
deficit ofrevenue as compared with the ex- 

penditure, and as if the country was in a 
very bad financial position. I believe, sir, 

nothing of the kind. I believe the coun: 

try Is in a state of prosperity, perfectly 
able to meet allits obligations, and that 
there is no cause of complaint of excessive 
taxation. With reference to this question 
of deticits, I would like to call attention to 
some observations made in his speech last 
session, by the hon. gentleman who pre- 
ceded me in my present office. He said: 


‘¢ We all know how serious, in the past, 
‘was the effect of the deficits which arose 
‘“in the old Province of Canada for some 
‘‘ years previous to the Union: and, in ad- 
‘‘ verting to them, I am far from seeking 
‘“ to throw any reflection or blame on those 
‘“ who occupied in those years the position 
‘¢ | nowdo, or to seek, by contrast, to laud 
‘‘ the present Government at the expense of 
‘‘ their predecessors. Iknow the peculiar 
‘“ difficulties in which former Finance Min- 
‘“‘isters found themselves. Neither my 
‘‘ honourable friend opposite (Hon. Mr. 
‘‘ Holton), nor my honourable friend, the 
‘‘ member for Sherbrooks (Hon. Mr. Galt) 
‘had that amount of support in the House 
“or the country which would have en- 
‘abled them to bring down those mea- 
‘‘ sures of taxation which would have been 
‘necessary under such circumstances. 
‘‘ Parties were so equally balanced, that 
‘“ to have carried the measures necessary 
‘to equalise the revenue and expenditure 
‘would have been found a peculiarly 
‘difficult jtask.”’ 


Now, I do not pretend to say—it would 
not be properfor me to say, not having 
been in the country at the time—whether 
that is a correct statement of the case, or 
whether the true cause for those deficits 
has been assigned; but that is the state- 
ment with reference to the past made by 
my predecessor in office. I do not intend 
to trouble myself or the Committee by 
adverting to anything that took place 
prior to the union of the Provinces; but 
I apprehend that it was then chiefly that 
those deficits occurred to which reference 
has been made on more than one occasion 
during the present session. But with 
regard to the means ofthe country,— 
with regard to its ability to discharge all 
its liabilities—and with regard to its taxa- 
tion, I would desire to say a few words, 
and institute a comparison between its 
condition and the condition of other 
countries with which we are acquainted. 
I find, Sir, if we take Great Britain, that 
the debt of that country is about $135 per 
head of the population. The debt of the 
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United States is about $60 per head. I 
may here observe that although the ratio 
of debt is lower in the case of the United 
_ States than in that of Great Britain, it 
would be unfair to estimate the burdens 
of the people according to the same ratio, 
for it is perfectly well known that the debt 
of England carries a very small rate of in- 
terest, while the debt of the United 
States carries a large rate. Now, Si, 
while the debt of those countries is what 
I have stated, the debt of Canada is about 
$22.50 per head of the population. 
(Hear, hear). ,Then, again, taxation in 
Great Britain is at the rate of about $10 per 
head, and in the United States about $9.25, 
while in Canada it is only about #3.50. I 
do not think, bearing these figures in 
mind, that we need be afraid of any slight 
increase of taxation which it may be 
necessary to impose upon the people, in 
order that there shall not be the least 
cause to apprehend deficits in the future. 
(Hear, hear). I find, too, that if we take 
the Customs Revenue of the United 
States, it is about $4.50 per head of the 
population, while the Customs Revenue of 
Canada is about $2. Imay be permitted 
to draw attention to the remarkable point, 
that although our Customs contributions 
appear to be large in proportion to those 
of the United States, hon. gentlemen will 
see just now, when I draw a comparison 
between the internal revenue of the two 
countries, that the revenue from Customs 
approaches more nearly, although still 
very far below that of the United States, 
than the internal revenue does. And the 
reason of that is obvious. The United 
States have such high protective duties 
upon everything imported, that importa- 
tions are much reduced, and the Customs 
revenue per head does not come up as in 
Canada, where on leading articles the 
duties are much lower. ‘The internal re- 
venue of the United States is about $4 per 
head of the population, whereas in Canada 
the excise revenue is only about 67 cents 
per head. 

I have thought it advisable, sir, to pre- 
face the statement I am about to make 
in reference to the operations of the year 
now some months terminated, with these 
general remarks with regard to the position 
of the country and its financial condition, 
its ability to meet all its obligations, and 
with regard to the burdens imposed upon 
the people as compared with the burdens 
borne by the publicin the countries to 
which I have referred. I might add 
while speaking of other countries, that I 
have lately resided in a colony where 
certainly the people, taking them alto- 
gether, do not in any way compare in 
wealth, intelligence or skilled industry, 
with the people of this country; and yet 
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the people of that colony—the colony of 
British Guiana—which enjoys a great 
degree of prosperity, pay taxes at con- 
siderably more than double the rate per 
head paid in Canada, and they pay it 
cheerfully and without the slightest diffi- 
culty. (Hear, hear). 


I will now proceed to state the result 
of the operations of the last financial year 
—I refer, of course, to the year 1868-69. 
But first I. will draw the attention of the 
committee to the previous year, ending 
on the 30th of June, 1868, which was re- 
ferred to in his speech last session by 
Sir John Rose; and I do somerely to make 
a comparison between the results of that 
and. of the subsequent year. The revenue 
of 1868 was $13,835,460, but in estimating 
the revenue of the following year, 
Sir John Rose put it at $15,114,000, of 
which he calculated the Customs would 
contribute $9,100,000, and the excise 
$5, 114,000. 

Last session, after several months of the 
year had elapsed, when he came to make 
his estimates, he found the estimate of 
revenue had been excessive, and that 
there was likely to be a very considerable 
deficiency; but he stated to the House 
that when he became aware of the fact 
that there was likely to bea very great 
deficiency, every effort had been made by 
the Government to reduce expenditure 
in all the departments, so as to provide 
that the expenditure should not be in 
excess of the revenue. When he made 
the revised estimate of revenue for 1869, 
instead of taking the old estimate which 
was $15,114,000, he estimated it at $13,- 
744,656. In this estimate, it may be ob- 
served, he included items which I shall 
probably, in my subsequent remarks have 
occasion to allude to—items which I have 
no doubt were not calculated at the time 
of the original estimate. If however, the 
$500,000 received from the Great Western 
Railway were not to be treatedas revenue 
—there would be a very considerable 
difference in the result. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON.— Hear, hear). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HICKS.—My hon. 
friend calls “‘ hear, hear,’?’ and no doubt 
he will be prepared to shew at the proper 
time that this item ought not to be con- 
sidered in the revenue of the year. But 1 
don’t know ifI can take a better opportu- 
nity than the present for disposing of the 
question. I took the trouble to look up a 
precedent, and I hold in my hand an 
authority—for the transaction to which I 
am about torefer was of a very similar 
kind. The authority, Iam sure, must be 
satisfactory to all gentlemen on the other 
side of the House, as it is to those on this 
—it is no less an authority than the pre- 
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sent Prime Minister of England. 
There was an occasion in 1860, when 
he was in trouble with regard to 
the Budget, and found himself likely to be 
short, and he annouced to the House that 
deliverance had come from a quarter not 
expected, for the Spaniards had remitted 
a debt of £500,000. Ithink that the de- 
liverance which Mr. Gladstone was so hap- 
py toreceive in the payment of this debt, 
is very analogous to the deliverance of 
my predecessor by the Great Western 
Railway when the revenue had falien very 
sh rt indeed, and he found he was likely 
to receive this amount. Many other pre- 
cedents might be adduced of moneys 
which cannot be calculated as part of or: 
dinary revenue of the year, being paid in 
and nevertheless treated as available ways 
and means, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Oh yes, but still it 
is not revenue. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—In the 
revenue which appears in Sir John 
Rose’s revised estimates is included, of 
course, the Great Western Railway’s 
money, the sum was $13,744,656, the ac- 
tual receipts $14,485,139, from which I 
deduct an amount arising from the trans- 
actions in the Intercolonial Railway Loan, 
$951,082, leaving a surplus of $189,401.57. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—This is taking credit 
also for the Great Western amount ? 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The hon. gentle- 
man does not mean the actual surplus, but 
the surplus upon Sir John Rose’s revised 
estimates. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I have no 
desire to keep anything back, but perhaps 
it would be better if the hon. gentlemen 
opposite would let me finish the whole 
statement, taking of course the amount 
of the Great Western money, for Sir John 
Rose calculated on this as part of his ways 
and means—we find a gross surplus of 
$396,333, viz.: on Customs, $268,517, and 
miscellaneous, $128,416, while the loss 
on Excise must be deducted, so that the 
net surplus on Mr. Rose’s calculations was 
. $210,258. There appears to have been 
some omission of figures in his reported 
speech, for the exact surplus was $189,401. 
We have now to consider the expenditure 
of the same year. I have shewn that the 
revenue of my predecessor was in excess 
of his calculations, but I am sorry I cannot 
say that his expenditure was as low as he 
calculated upon. But it must be borne 
in mind, and itis only fair to put this 
strongly before the Committee—that we 
are dealing now with what we may call his 
revised estimated expenditure, and not 
with the estimates that were voted by 
Parliament the previous session—and in 
the revised estima ites he had gone over all 
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the departments and done his utmost to 
bring down the expenditure to the lowest 
possible point. Iam afraid it is a very 
difficult thing indeed for a Finance Minis- 
ter to accomplish so large a saving in ex- 
penditure as my predecessor thought he 
was able todo. The expenditure, accord 
ing to the original estimates, was $14,- 
032,756 ; while the revised estimates stated 
it at $15,470,624 ; making an estimated 
saving of $562,151. The actual expendi 
ture was $14,144,029 ; but from that, how- 
ever, Ihave to deduct what honourable 
gentlemen will say lam justified in doing 
—namely, the specific charge on the Inter 
colonial Railway Loan, $170,641, and that 
being deducted, we have an actual expen 
diture of $15,973,408, shewing an excess 
of $502,783 on the revised estimate. 
The final result is :— 

Actual revenue. 626)... 
Expenditure 


Budget. 


$13,934,057 57 
13,973,408 00 


Shewing a deficiency of. . . .. 39,350 43 


But we have a gain on the 

Intercolcnial transaction 
551,082 00 
170,641 00 


Less management......... 


Derplus wiv Moet. Ge won $ 380,441 00 
From which deduct the de- 

ficiency, and the final re- 

sultis asurplusof....... 341,090 57 


There is another fact which I want to point 
out, namely, that in the returns of the 
transactions of that year, to which I have 
no doubt from what I heard in 
another place, exception will be taken, it 
seems we have items which are included 
inthe Public Works account, but which 
have not been charged to the ordinary 
expenditure of the year. : 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON and Mr. MAC- 
KENZIE—(Hear, hear). 

The question of classifying Public 
Works into those chargeable to ordinary 
revenue, and those to capital account, has 
always been one of very considerable difb- 
culty. There are a great many services 
which really are of a debateable character, 
but for my own part, I think it exceedingly 
desirable that it should always be clearly 
understood, when the estimates are being 
voted, what services are to be charged to 
the ordinary revenue of the year, and 
what to construction account, and which 
may be provided for from other sources. 
There are certain services about which 
there can be no difference of opinion. For 
instance, no one would for a moment 
imagine that this country would under- 
take to construct such works as the Inter- 
colonial Railway, the Welland Canal, and 
many other works of that kind, out of the 
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ordinary revenue of the country. On the 
other hand no one would pretend to 
charge to construction account, or to any 
other than the ordinary revenue, a great 
variety of services that come under the 
head of Public Works. But there are a 
‘number of services of a doubtful char- 


acter. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Salaries, for in- 
stance. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—tThe sal- 


aries to which my hon. friend adverts are, 
I think, salaries in connection with the 
construction of works properly chargeable 
to capital account. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—No. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The 
Canal ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes, the 
Welland Canal. i speak under correction 
from the Minister of Public Works, but 
I think that the works connected with 
lowering the Welland Canal to the level 
of Lake Erie, are properly chargeable to 
capital. 


I hold in my hand the Estimates 
for the present year. I shall not 
do more than just glance at them. 
In making them up there has been an 
endeavour to separate the two classes of 
works to which I have alluded —works 
which in the opinion of the Government 
ought to be chargeable to construction, 
and works the expenditure on which 
ought to be defrayed out of ordinary 
revenue. The Government believe it de- 
sirable to limit as much as possible ex- 
penditure on public works not chargeable 
to the ordinary revenue, and are prepared 
to co-operate with the House in providing 
for the construction, out of ordinary 
revenue, of all the public works that could 
reasonably be so charged. On the other 
hand, however, I am scarcely prepared 
to go the length in this direction of my 
honourable friend who preceded me. He 
went into the subject very carefully and 
treated it on the whole very fairly. He 
says: 


‘‘We haye endeavoured to scrutinise 
‘every item of expenditure which could 
‘‘ possibly be subject to reduction ; and 
“ to-night I would appeal to the magnan- 
‘‘imity, forbearance and patriotism of my 
‘friends around me, not to ask for any ex- 
mn penditure on any ‘par ticular works and 
‘services which, however advantageous 
‘or useful in themselves, can possibly be 
" * postponed These works cannot be 

‘ gone on with this year, unless we resort 
‘¢to increased taxation, or borrow money 
‘‘for the purpose. In regard to such 
‘“works as the renewal or extension of 
‘‘ wharves, harbors, piers, light houses, &c., 
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“« [think we ought not to borrow money for 
‘‘ that ; as for the opening up of the North 
POV est, that is not in the same category; 
‘¢ the cost of that territory may be fairly 
‘‘ charged on posterity, the money neces- 
‘“ sary ‘to pay for it ought to be borrowed, 
‘as also a further sum towards opening 
‘up a communication with it, for once we . 
‘‘have it In possession we must take 
‘< efficient and energetic means of getting 
“atit. And the charge for those great 
‘‘ works may, I think, be fairly entailed on 
‘‘ posterity; but ordinary works, such as 
-¢custom houses, post “offices, and the 
‘ others I have mentioned, do not come 
‘‘under the same category. If.a man’s 
‘‘ house is too small for his present posi- 
‘‘ tion, or if he wants any alteration in the 
«interior arrangement of the rooms, such 
“a work ought to be paid for out of his 
‘¢ ordinary income or not undertaken at all 
‘¢ until his income will bear it, and so it is 
‘‘ with respect to these local works.’’ 


Budget. 


Tam not quite prepared to go that length, 
because, when I find public works of con. 
siderable importance are really absolutely 
necessary, | am not prepared to say that 
we are to postpone them for an indefinite 
period, simply because we have not ordin- 
ary revenue enough to meet the expense, 
even if it were ata time when it would 
probably be necessary to find increased 
revenue for carrying on the services of the 
country, especially if it were at a time 
when the ways and means can be found to 
meet the expenditure on these works, 
without pressing In any way heavily upon 
the people. For instance, we have been 
talking about opening up the great West- 
ern Territory, | venture to say that no one 
would deem the expenditure connected 
with that undertak ng chargeable to or- 
dinary revenue. The same may be said of 
certain works of a permanent character, of 
the class which are glanced at by Mr. 
Rose in the passage which I have just read 
from his speech of last session. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—My honourable 
friend was kind enough to permit inter- 
ruptions in the course of his statement. 
Whenever he finds interruptions incon- 
venient, I shall refrain from them prompt- 
ly on intimation from him. Before pass- 
ing from his reference to the financial 
movement of the year 1868, 1 think it is de- 
sirable that he should show the actual 
surplus or deficit of that year, and not 
merely tho variations in Mr. Rose’s esti- 
That may 
be very interesting, but not by any means 
so interesting as a statement of the result 
of the fmancial movement of the year 
ending 30th June last—whether theie was 
a deficit or asurplus, and the amount of 
such deficit or surplus. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Well, Sir, 
that depends altogether upon the way that 
you treat the account. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—According to your 
own way. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—According 
to my calculation there is a surplus of 
$341,090, including, I wish the Committee 
to understand, the Great Western Railway 
debt, and the profits arising ftom the In- 
colonial Railway Loan. The premium ob- 


tained on that loan was considerable. With 
Works, if they were all analyzed, which 
‘might properly be charged as ordinary ex- 
| penditure. 


regard to this item, [ may just say that it 
has always been the custom to include 
items of that nature’ in the ordinary rev- 
enue. No change whatever has been made 
in the manner of keeping that account. 
But itso happened that in this case, the 
transaction being unusually large, the pro- 
fits arising from it were also unusually 
large, which, as in the case of other trans- 
actions of a similar character, went to the 
credit of the Government as ordinary 
revenue. There has always been an ac- 
count for premium and discount, and this 
account is credited with all the money 
gained in transactions of this kind, and 
debited with all the costs. Of course, it 
would be very unfair to charge against the 
management all the expenses connected 
with the loan, and at the same-time refuse 
to give credit for the amount which was 
gained by the transaction, which really and 
truly ought to be considered as a protit, 
less the charges which were incurred in 
carrying. out the transaction. The 
total amount of premium on the loan 


Leaving a net profit on the trans- 

GSO Fi (sh U5, ona, oo a $580,441 
Calculating this amount as part of 

ordinary revenue, there was a 

surplus last year of............ 341,090 
But leaving that amount out of the 

calculation altogether—for Iam 

perfectly willing that hon. gen- 

tlemen should understand how 

the account will thus stand— 

there was a deficit of.........$ 39,350 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—That leaves the 
Board of Works untouched. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Ineluding the sala- 
ries of the toll-collector on the Welland 
Canal, and offices of a similar character. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS Including 
whatever is found under that head. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Which amounts to 
$555,000. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—My hon. 
friend must bear in mind that there are a 
good many items under that head about 
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which there can be no possible dispute ; 
no one would deny that they should be 
charged to construction. Among these 
items my hon. friend will find one of money 
expended on the Intercolonial Railway. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Yes, of course, and 
the Fort William Road too, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—It will not 
be contended that these expenses should 
be charged to ord.nary revenue. I am not 
prepared to say that there may not be 
some items under the head of Public 


Budget. 


Jam strongly of opinion that 
as many of this kind of items as possible 
should be charged as ord nary expendi- 
ture. Jam prepared—and I know my col- 
leagues in the Government are equally 


| prepared—to go strongly in that direction. 


But while there may be items 
under the head of Public Works 
Which are; perhaps, more _ pro- 


perly chargeable as ordinary expenditure, 
I say the great bulk of them could not 
reasonably be expected to be defrayed out 


‘of the ordinary revenue of the country 


Then, I consider there is no great reason 
to be dissatisfied with the condition of 
affairs during the year 1868-9—which was 
a year of deticient revenue—at all events 
as compared with the estimated revenue 
upon which the Minister of Finance relied 
when he brought down his financial scheme. 
On the whole, there is no cause of des- 
pondency with respect to the finances of 
that year; though there was a very small 
deficit, it was’coyered, as I have already 
stated, by the profits connected with the 
Intercolonial Railway Loan. 
It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS 
and said— 

At six o’clock, Mr. Chairman, I had just 
arrived at that stage of my remarks which 
had reference to the Revenue and Expen- 
diture of the current year. <A statement 
of the Receipts and Expenditure up to the 
28th February, is in the possession of hon. 
members, and I will call their attention to 
it. 

Sr, lam gratified in finding that there 
is every reasonable ground for believing, 
that the Revenue for Customs will quite 
reach the estimate of my honourable pre- 
decessor. The estimate was taken at %8,- 
600,000. On the 28th of February there had 
been received $100,000 less than the aver- 
age. Taking it for eich month, the aver- 
age, is 83 per cent. per month, and there 
had been received up to that time 665 per 
cent. of the revenue. Well now, Sir, we 
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had four months left of the year. Since 
that statement was laid before the House, 
Lhave been able to get the Returns for 
March, and these Returns have reached 
10 per cent., being something over the 
average; but itis to be observed that ‘we 
have gone through two or three of the 
worst months of the year for revenue, and 
that the months to come are generally 
over the average. Therefore, I think, we 
may fairly anticipate that the Customs 
Revenue will be equal to the estimates. 


Then, with regard to the Excise Revenue, 
my friend beside me, the Minister of In- 
land Revenue, assures me that we canrely 
on a surplus of $115,000. From the Re- 
turns, as far as we can judge, there will be 
an inerease in the revenue from tobacco 
0) Se OMe MR Rana LE NU ME os regal.” $115,000 
And an increase in the revenue 

trom) PeEroleummoge “nia elegs 


85,000 


A very considerable increase, in- 
deed, over the estimate, which 
was only $120,000. These give 


a total increase of... ...: HM de 200,000 
But there is an estimated decrease 
in the revenue from malt of... 85,000 


The revenue from Spirits will be 

about equal to the estimates, so 

that we expect an increase un- 

der the head of Inland Revenue 
$115,000 
On the other hand there is a probability 
that the miscellaneous revenue will hardly 
equal the estimates, but I feel very san- 
guine that on the whole the receipts for 
the current year will fully equal the esti 
mates. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON-——What was the total 
estimated revenue? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HNVCKS--The total 
estimate was $14,650,000. 


Now, Sir, it Wibe-recollected that my 
hon. friend and predecessor anticipated a 
surplus revenue on the year. He says in 
his statement: ‘‘ This leaves a very small, 
but, I believe, a very certain balance of 
$308,786 on the right side of our account.” 
We may have some supplementary esti- 
mates to bring down, not to any large 
amount, and I feel quite satisfied that on 
the transactions of the present year, we 
may be perfectly sure that the eX- 
penditure will not exceed the estimates 
always, providing—and I wish this dis- 
tinetly understood,---that there are not any 
extraordinary votes required which no one 
could anticipate, and which under existing 
circumstances we may have to bring down. 
But to that I will refer on another occasion. 
At present we are dealing with ordinary 
circumstances, 
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Hon, Mr. HOLTON—Then, there is a 
possible deficit ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS —No, no. I 
have every reason to believe that the 


revenue will be equal to anticipations. 
That I stated most distinctly. There was 
this surplus. There is aslight excess in the 
expenditure for subsidies of $5,000, but that 
is the only excess at present ; and I think 
that, keeping out of view anything extraor- 
dinary that could not have been anticipate] 
at the time, that there is no reason what- 
ever to doubt that there will be the surplus 
expected by my predecessor. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I naust explain that 
I understood the hon. gentleman to say 
that the revenue would prove equal to the 
expenditure, thus admitting that there 
wasno surplus. I now understand him to 
say that the surplus of Mr. Rose will be 
realised. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. I 
do not think it is necessary to make any 
further observations with regard to the 
transactions of the current year. 


I now approach the present year, the 
estimates for whach are already submitted 
to the House. These estimates amount to 
$23.915,917. Of these, there are public 
works and buildings chargeable to capital 
account, $8,486,700. Of course they are 
not yet brought under the consideration of 
the House. There are, of course included 
in this, a variety of works of a public char- 
acter, and all I can say is, that there is 
a considerable number of these that the 
Government will at once say, that they 
must have other means of providing for 
them than the ordinary revenue of the 
year. Then, for the present deducting, as 
proposed by the Government, the amount 
of public works, #8,486,700, deducting also 
certain railway subsidies, chargeable to the 
Provinces, and also the amount, $322,000 
which is for redemption of debt on the 
year, and which is not of course a charge 
against the ordinary rey 
the actual amount 9f* é& 


I shall glance ata fe 
in which an excess appears over the esti- 
mates of the preceeding year. One of 
these to which | shall advert, is the amount 
for the census, which in round figures is 
BboOUuvisic. oon. ee ee $150,000 
There is an increased amount for 


emigration)ones 1. aie eee es 36,000 
The public works chargeable 
against ordinary revenue is... 42,000 
beyond what it was last year 
There is an increase under the 
head of Militia of.. 182,000 


but it will be borne in mind 
that great pressure was 
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brought to bearupon my hon. 
friend, the Minister of Mili- 
tia, as admitted by Mr. Rose 
—very great pressure to re- 
duce the estimates under the 
exceptional circumstances of 
last year, to the lowest possi- 


ble point. 
Under the head of Fisheries, there 

Bee anecaNS Head £3 oS chert oe 60,000 

a portion of which is caused 

by the necessity of protec- 

ting our fisheries 
Then there is an increase in the 

item of Subsidies, over the 

former estimate of... ...... 75,000 
The increase on Light Houses is. 118,000 
Ore Penitentianios.7) 01") hes a “ST OO00 
On Marine Hospitals........... 5,000 
On Administration of Justice... . 9,000 
These items,in round figures come 

No) TN ll ol SES EE gl yh A eal d 700;000 
Making the whole _ estimate 

ORE aad Ge ge et I lela $15,000,000 


There will however probably be—in fact 
there is no doubt whatever, that there will 
be—an additional amount required, as sup- 
plementary estimate, of at least $150,000, 
exclusive of a special vote of credit, which 
under existing conditions, there was ground 
to beleve would be necessary. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The hon. gentle- 
man was going to give us the aggregate 
amount ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—TI have said 
about $700,000. Nos, sir, under these 
circumstances, I will first of all—before 
statmg the measures which the Govern- 
ment propose to adopt for providing means 
for the services of the year—deal with the 
question of the ordinary services. I think 
that we are safe in taking the estimate of 
revenue under head of customs at what it 
was last year. There may be some doubt 
whether it is safe to take it at that, but I 
think upon the whole, we may put it at 


$8,600,000. 
The excise revenue I take :— 
Spirits, ab. fe 25010, 000 
alt abe... oc. ak ees 200,000 
PEGRACCO.: 2s ok ei: 630,000 
Petroleum. ..)...2c. gees 170,000 


With regard to this item, I am sorry to 
say that the Government cannot accede to 
the very strong wishes that were express- 
ed by many persons who are interested to 
repeal the tax on petroleum which has 
been very productive ; Ido not think that 
it will be safe in the present state of affairs 
todo so. Then there are 
Stamps, at....... Sox)... Se 

and small sources of. internal 
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revenue, such as License fees, 

&c., which are taken at...... 50,000 

giving a totalof............. 3,560,000 
There are besides that various 


miscellaneous sources of reve- 
nue such as Post Office and Pub 
lic Works, which I estimate at 2,500,000 
giving an agregate of. .......14,660,000 


Well, Sir, it is the opinion of the Gov- 
ernment that it is absolutely necessary at 
this time to provide additional revenue, 
and it ought certainly to be some conso- 
lation to one who.has to propose to in- 
crease the burthens of the people—it is 
some consolation to find that there has 
been a very general expression of opinion 
from all parts of the country that taxation 
ought to be increased (hear, hear, and 
iaughter). Iam bound to say that it is 
not often that a Finance Minister is placed 
in the position of being besieged from all 
parts of the country with demands _ to in- 
crease taxation (hear, hear). It has been 
my duty, sir, to consider most carefully 
the whole subject and to advise the best 
mode of raising thatrevenue which we con- 
sider to be absolutely necessary to obtain, 
in amanner which would press the least 
upon the people (hear, hear.) 


I think, Sir, that one may fairly assume 
that any one who is placed in the position 
of requiring to obtain additional revenue 
naturally would look inthe first place to 
those articles whichre admitted iuto the 
country free onda (hear.) That is the 
first class of arficles that he would endeav- 
our to obtain revenue from. 


I think that perhaps the most conven- 
ient way of announcing the views of the 
Government with regard to these duties 
would be to take in order the articles 
which are on the free list and on which we 
propose to ask the House to consent to im- 
pose duties, and then to state the amount 
of duties which it is proposed to put on. 

Well, Sir, first of all I will name flour. 
We propose to put a duty of 25 cents a 
barrel on flour—chear, hear)—we propose 
to put a duty of 15. cents on Indian meal 
and oat meal; four’ cents a bushel on 
wheat, and upon all other grain—such as 
barley, rye, oats, Indian corn—three cents 
a bushel. These duties are certainly not 
excessive duties, andI believe that though 
from some of them no considerable re- 
venue will be obtained, yet I think there 
is no doubt whatever that there will be an 
increase. 

I will speak by-and-bye of the anticipa- 
tions with regard to revenue which I have 
made from these changes. Then, Sir, 
upon coal and coke— 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Perhaps the hon. 
gentleman would tell us what he calcu- 
lates to obtain upon these ? 
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Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER—By-and-bye. It ,who have not had experience of what 


will come up presently, and then he will 
state. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Then with 
regard to coal and coke—we propose to | 
put aduty on coal of 50 cents a ton— 
(hear)—and upon falt of 5 cents a bushel 
(hear, hear, and cheers. ) 

Now, with regard to salt, I would desire 
to make a very few observations. We 
propose to put a clause into the resolu- 
tions with regard to salt, which I will 
read. It is that ‘salt from the United 
Kingdom and the British possessions, shall 
be free.”’ ’ 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON — Discriminating 
duties (hear, hear). 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes, Sir. 
I have too fully considered the subject to 
fear the hon. gentleman interrupting me 
(cheers). ‘The question of salt, I think, is 
avery peculiar one, and I shall not in the 
least degree shrink from the discussion 
(hear). It isnot an ordinary case of pro- 
tecting a manufacture of the country. The 
article is one certainly which every cne 
desires to see admitted at the least possi- 
ble price to the consumer (hear). There 
is no question about that, and especially 
as it is an article so much used in our 
Fisheries. It is not an article which it is 
desirable to tax; but Sir, we know per- 
fectly well this fact that we have an inex 
haustible supply of salt in this country ; 
that there is ample competition in this 
country with regard to this article of salt ; 
and that there is no danger whatever of 
any thing at allapproaching to a monopo- 
ly. And upon the other hand, we know, 
Sir, this fact—and 1 am sure that every 
one who has paid the least attention to 


this subject knows it—that there is a gi- 
gantic monopoly on the other side of the 
line—(hear, hear)—and that it is simply a 
question whether this infant manufacture 
of salt in this country is to be put down 
by persons who—without any regard what- 
ever to what the costof it may be—would 
crush in some way or other that manufac- 
ture (cheers). 1 know, and have reason 
- to believe, that these same monopolists 
have determined if possible to pcvssess 
themselves of these wwrks—(hear, hear)— 
and then, Sir, if once they can succeed in 
doing that, we should all feel the conse- 
quences of extending the monopoly which 
already exists, and under which this coun- 
try suffered for a vast number of years 
until our own salt wurks were opened 
(hear, hear, and cheers). I say, we should 
have that fastencd upon us as an incubus 
which we should haye to bear for a great 
many years hereafter (hear). We know 
perfectly well, Sir, what monopolists will 
do; there are very few of us I dare say 
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stage coach proprietors, what steamboat 
proprietors will do—how they will suffer a 
loss in order to crush rivals who are endea- 
vouring to carry on business. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Sacrifice markets? 
(hear, hear). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No it is 


not a question of sacrificing markets —it is 


another question altogether. There is no 
doubt that occasions do arise—that there 
miy be a surplus of goods which must be 


.sent abroad to be disposed of; but it is 


not a probable thing, and I do not believe 
that such a case has occurred where manu- 
facturers in the United States or any other 
country have sent goods with the deliber- 
ate intention of crushing out manufac- 
turers in this or any other country. They 
simply wish to get rid of surplus stock, 
but in the case of salt, from all the in- 
quiries | have been able to make—and I 
have done my best to make myself ac- 
quainted with the facts — I believe 
that there is a deliberate intention of try- 
ing to crush our salt interests. If that be 
the case it must be dealt with exceptional- 
ly (hear, hear). It is not the first time 
that articles have been admitted under 
discriminating duties in favour of British 
manufacturers, and most unquestionably 
we must all feel that it is quite impossible 
to impose duties upon salt for the use of 
our Maritime Provinces imported from 
England and the British possessions. But 
I feel satisfied that no feeling will arise 
from the manner in which we propose to 
levy the duties. 


Then there is the article of hops, upon 
which we put 5 cents per pound. We 
propose to repeal the specific duties at 
present upon animals of all kinds, which 
have existed and which were made speci- 
fic fur the purpose of meeting the case of 
animals imported for stock, to put them 
in the class embracing a variety of other 
articles, and specially exempting from the 
duty upon animals, animals imported for 
the improvement of stock under regula- 
tions (hear, hear). My hon. friend the 
hon. member for London, has been press- 
ing this point, as well as other hon. mem- 
bers, and I think it desirable that an al- 
teration should be made in the tariff. I 
pr pose to put an «ad valorem duty upon 
animals of all kinds, making this excep- 
tion in favour of animals imported for the 
improvement of stock. I will just read 
the articles upon which it is proposed to 
put this duty of ten per cent. ad valorem: 
Animals of all kinds, except such as shall 
be imported for the improvement of stock, 


which shall be admitted free of duty, un- 
der regulations to be made hy the Trea- 
sury Board, and approved by the Governor 
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in Council: Fruits of all kinds, Hay, 
Straw, Bran, Seeds not classed as cereal, 
Grease and Grease Scraps, Vegetables in- 
cluding potatoes and other roots, Trees 
and Shrubs. 

There is one article I will advert to here, 
which | propose taking from the enumer- 
ated articles in which it has been classed 
for some time, and placing it at a specitic 
rate of duty. It is the article of rice, 
and it is proposed to place the duty at a 
centapound. lt will be understood that 
all these articles, except rice, will pay ten 
per cent. 

Now, sir, having gone through that class 
of articles, which, having been free of duty, 


or at very low duties, we propose to subject 
to duty, we will next fully consider what 


is the fairest way, of getting a considera- 


ble revenue without unduly pressing upon 
the consumers, and dealing quite fairly 


with all classes, I think, taking it alto- 


gether, that the tariff is, on the whole, as 
fair and as well devised as we are likely 


to make it, though of course there is room 
for some improvements. Therefore, I 
propose to put five per cent additional 
upon all duties, andin order to explain 
clearly what I propose to do, so that there 
may be no misunderstanding or no misap- 
prehension, I will read the 13th resolution. 

‘‘That it is expedient to increase all the 
duties of Customs imposed by the said 
Act, as amended by the preceding Resolu- 
tions, by five per cent., that is to say, by 
adding to the amount of the duty which 
would be payable on any such articles un- 
der the said Act and preceding Resolutions, 
five per cent. of such amount, such in- 
crease and addition being made as well to 
any ad valorem duty as to any specific 
duty payable on such articles,”’ 

Hon. gentlemen will see that it is not five 
per cent. of the value of the article but 
tive per cent of all the duties, that 1s to be 
added. That there may be no possible mis- 
understanding, I will state the practical 
effect of that addition upon one class of 
duties. The practical effect upon all 
articles that pay fifteen per cent. ad valo- 
rem will be that they will now pay 3 per 
cent additional ad valorem. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Is the addition 
upon the excise also ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No. The 
resolution declares—“‘ That it is expedient 
to increseall the Dutiesof Customs imposed 
by said Act, as amended by the preceding 
resolutions, by five per cent. that is to 
say, by adding to the amount of the duty 
which would be payable on any such arti- 
cles under the said Act and the preceding 
resolutions, five per cent of such amount, 
such increase and addition being made as 
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well to our ad valorem duty as to any spe- 
cific duty payable on such articles.” 
Well, Sir, the next proposition to which 


Budget. 


| I will advert is the alteration in the clause 


—repealing the clause and substituting a 
new clause for the old one—with regard 
to the man.er of assessing the duties upon 
invoices, and in that respect we have 
adopted almost verbatim the system which 
is enforced in the United,States from which 
country we are pretty large importers, and 
we though it was desirable to adopt exact- 
ly the practice they have with regard to 
their mode of calculating their duties. | [ 
merely intend to read the Resolution, 
which explains itself better than I can in 
any way. 

“12. That it is expedient to repeal see- 
tion eight of the said Act “ (respecting 
packages), and to substitute for it the fol- 
lowing Section :— 

8. The value for duty of goods, om 
which an ad valorem Duty of Customs is 
imposed, imported into Canada by sea, 
shall be the actual value of such goods on 
ship board at the last place of the.r ship- 
ment to Canada; and the value of such 
goods for duty if imported from the Uni- 
ted States by land or inland navigition, 
shall be the actual value of such goods at 
the place at which they are purchased for 
importation into Canada, and whence they 
are directly conveyed, without change of 
package, to Canada ; and such value shall 
be ascertained by adding to the value of 
such goods at the place of growth, pro- 
duction, or manufacture, the cost of trans- 
portation, whether by land or water, and 
of shipment and transhipment, with all 
expenses included, from the place of 
growth production or manufacture, to the 
vessel in which the shipment thereof is 
made to Canada, or to the place where the 
goods are purchased in the United States, 
and whence they are directly conveyed to 
Canada as aforesaid, and including alse 
the value of any box, case, sack, package, 
or covering of any kind in which suck 
goods are contained, and all export duties 
on such goods, and all costs and charges 
incurred in placing such goods on ship- 
board, or in the vessel, cars or carriage, im 
which they are conveyed to Canada.” 

That 1s provided that there are no re- 
ductions made on the face of the invoice, 
and the full value of the goods shall be 
assessed. This includes everything that 
is in the invoice. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Then _ British 
goods invoiced to New York would be sub- 
ject to all the charges of bringing them to 
New York, while the same goods shipped. 
directly from Liverpool, or other Britisin 
port, would be subject to all the inland! 
revenue charges on British goods. I falze 
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it, that it would be the effect of the hon. |alone, or on unmanufactured tobacco 


gentleman’s proposition. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—If goods 
were brought in bond, I presume that 
would be the effect. 


The next proposition for additional re- 
venue is on an article of very general con- 
sumption and on which it is necessary at 

_all events, in our opinion, to make a ma- 
terial change in the manner of assessing 
‘the duties. LIallude, Sir, to tobicco and 
the manufactures of tobacco. Now, Sir, 
a great complaint has been made of the 
system of charging duties upon tobacco 
and tobacco manufactures. All the tobac- 
co manufacturers have been dissatisfied, 
and in communications which I have had 
with them—and of course, I do not 
wish hon. gentlemen to suppose for one 
moment that in considering this subject 1 
paid any great attention to the persons 
~who were engaged in a trade of that des- 
cription, and who naturally are influenced 
by their own interest, and who have no 
greit regard forthe interest of the class 
of the people ~upon whom the duty must 
ultimately fall; but certainly as far as the 
manufacturers are concerned, I am bound 
to say I did not find there was any aversion 
to an increase in the revenue being obtain- 
-ed from tobacco. But they complained of 
the manner in which the duties are levied. 
By the present system the duty on cigars 
is levied by the thousand. First ofall there 
are clgirs which are rated at $10 a thou- 
sand; then under $20 a thousand; then 
under ¢30 a thousand, and $40 and so on, 
they are assessed at different rates by 
the thousand. The manufacturers com- 
plained very much indeed, that large 
quantities of German cigars which were in- 
voiced at very low rates, and come in un- 
der the lowest class of duties, while they 
are subject to w inuch higher duty here 
upon cigars of the same quality. Whether 
_ they made acase or not, I have deter- 
mined to adopt the English system 
which is to levy the duty by the pound 
upon all cigars. This course has been 
taken in England and I believe has been 
very satisfactory (hear, hear). Of course I 
am dealing at present with duties on Cus- 
toms and not with excise duties ; we pro- 
pose that the Customs duty upon cigars 
shall be 45 cents per pound (hear hear). 


The only other articles that [am aware, I 
need refer to, are vinegar, and acetic acid, 
which have been placed at 10 cents per 
gallon. Then, Sir, with regard to tobacco 
and snuff, we propose to make the duty 124 
per cent, ad valorem, and 20 cents per 
pound. I will now refer to— 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Do you intend to 
_gplace a duty on manufactured tobacco 
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also ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I intend 
to place duty on manufactured tobacco, 
but not on unmanufactured. There are 
some little changes to be made, but they 
are really mere matters of form and are 
mere questions of the mode of collecting 
the revenue. There will be an alteration 
in the mode of assessing the duties on 
spirits and strong waters; but it isnot pro- 
posed to raise the duties upon them at 
present. But there are various articles 
called perfumed spirits, and other articles 
containing alcohol, which are imported 
and which do not pay duties imposed 
upon spirits. It is proposed to make them 
paya duty, but the alteration under that 
heading is really of no material impor. 
tance. 


The only article that I have not ad- 
verted to, I believe, in the customs from 
which we are trying to get an increase of 
revenue, is wine. We propose to increase 
the ad valorem duties on wine from 20 to 
25 per cent. with a specific duty of ten 
cents per gallon. I will now refer to 
other articles that we propose to strike 
out of the free list, that I have not spoken 
of in the list of unenumerated articles. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is, to put them 
in the 15 per cent. list. 


Hon. Sir . FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes ; 
amongst these articles are steam fire en 
gines on which there are spevial excep- 
tions, which we do not propose to con- 
tinue. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Hear, hear. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—-My hon. 
friend says ‘‘hear, hear,’’ but he will per- 
haps allow me to explain. ‘There is an ex- 
ception now on steam fire engines when 
they are imported for the use of munici- 
palities. Ido not see why that exception 
should continue. It does not seem al- 
together fair that our own manufacturers, 
who are capable of producing quite as 
good an article as can be imported from 
the United States, should be taxed 15 per 
cent. for the materials used in the con- 
struction of these steam engines, when 
they are exposed to competition for the 
manufactured article itself, by free umpor- 
tations from the United States. I can see 
no reason why municipal corporations 
should not pay duty when they import 
such articles, for they can get them made 
in this country as well, and in a way to 
give as much satisfaction. Where, there 
have been exceptions on particular kinds 
of machinery, we propose to strike those 
exceptions out, and place all machinery 
on the same footing. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON—We proposed that | 


last year. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—There are 
a few other articles of a rather trifling 
character, but which still ought not to be 
continued on the free list—gold and silver 
leaf, emery paper and emery cloth, sand 
paper and sand cloth, and platers’ leaf. 
Then there are a few articles which it is 
proposed to insert ia the free list, that 
have hitherto been subject to a duty, and 
one or two articles upon which it is pro- 
posed to allow a drawback. We propose 
to allow a drawback upon iron used in the 
construction of composite ships (hear, 
hear). Wealso propose to allow a draw- 
back of duty on tin used in packages for 
exportation. Tin is used pretty exten- 
sively in the several exporting trades, just 
as, in point of fact, iron is used in the com- 
posite ships built here and sent abroad. 
It is used largely in packages in which 
petroleum and preserved fish are exported, 
and itis scarcely fair that it should be sub- 
ject to a duty, and when exported after- 
wards that there should not be a drawback 
upon it. Ofcourse no duty would be col- 

lected if it were imported in bond for re- 
exportation, and it is only fair to allow a 
drawback when it is exported in the way I 
have mentioned. 

Mr. WORKMAN—The hon. gentleman 
does not, of course, include block tin ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, it is 
Only tin in sheets. 

Mr. WORKMAN—That is tin plate, as it 
is called, 

Hon. sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes, the 
tin imported in sheets, and used in pack- 
ing fresh fish and other articles of that 
kind. I have now, Sir, gone through the 
articles in regard to which we propose 
changes in the tariff of Customs. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The hon. gentle- 
man has not yet stated what he proposes 
to put in the free list. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Well, we 
propose first of all to strike out in the free 
list certain words under the head of 
colours. There are eight or ten of these 

_ articles of colours which are free under cer- 

“tain circumstances. I will read the clause 
of the tariff referring to them, and hon. 
gentlemen will then see better the change 
proposed :— 

“Colours and other articles, when im- 
‘ported by room-paper makers and stain- 
“ers, to be used in their trade only :— 
‘“Bichromate of Potash, Blue, Black, Brit- 
“ish Gum, Chinese Blue, Lakes, Scarlet 
‘and Morone in pulp, Paris and perma- 
“nent Greens, Satin and fine-washed 
‘‘White, Sugar of Lead, Ultra Marine, Um- 

‘ber Raw.” ; 
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We propose to strike out these qualify-- 
ing words, “when imported by room-paper 
‘‘makers and stainers, to be used in their 
trade only,’’ and allow those articles to be 
free under all circumstances. They are 
not only used by room-paper makers and. 
stainers, but in other branches of manu- 
factures, and there is no reason why the 
duty should continue in one case and not 
in the other. Then bookbinders’ mill- 
boards and binders’ cloth are other articles 
on which there isa heavier duty than om 
books. lt seems to me to be a case of 
hardship to make bookbinders pay lo per 
cent on the raw materials used in their 
business, while books themselves, in their 
finished state, are admitted at 5 per cent. 
We propose to admit them free, and add 
to the free list also iron wire and brass in 
stripes. Then there is a verbal correction 
under the head of iron which I will men- 
tion. My hon. friend from’ Montreal (Mr. 
Workman) perhaps knows that the article 
of iron in blooms and billets reads as if 
they were puddled. I believe, asa matter 
of fact, that they never are puddled, and 
I propose to add words that will prevent 
misconception. I have now, sir, gone 
through the classes of articles in regard to 
which we propose changes in the Customs, 
and I will next refer to the Excise. 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—There is no change 
in books. 

Hon. Sr FRANCIS HINCKS.—No, I 
propose no change in respect to them. I 
think it 1s desirable to avoid as far as pos- 
sible troublesome questions of that kind. 

Mr. MACKENZIE.—Hear, hear. 

' Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—Having 
changed the Tariff of Customs, it is neces- 
sary to make corresponding changes in the 
Excise duties. The first article in regard. 
to which we propose a change is tobacco. 
There are two classes of tobacco on which 
duties are charged—one upon which the 
duty is 5 cents and the other 10 cents. 
We propose to put them at 10 and 15 cents 
respectively. Upon cigars we propose to. 
place a duty of 80 cents per pound, this 
being about a fair equivalent for the Cus- 
toms duties. Now, sir, we calculate by this 
means on raising an additional revenue of 
$1,100,000. 

Hon. Sir ALEXANDER GALT.—You do 
not alter the duties on spirits or beer? 

Mr. MACKENZIE.—Or malt or petro- 
leum ? ; 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—No, we: 
propose no changes. Although, sir, [may 
not go into quite as much detail as_ the 
hon. member for Chateauguay would like, 
—for I see he is taking down very closely 
my figures—I do not know that he is en- 
titled exactly to tie me down to every par- 
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ticular article ; but I will give him an esti- 
mate under the principal heads. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—I assure my hon. 
friend that I will not consider him person- 
ally liable for failure in these estimates. I 
only want the estimates themselves. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—First 
of ali I shall take the most important, 
although, for convenience sake, it ‘was 
not the first referred to. I shall set down 
ander four different heads what we antici- 
pate. From the change with regard to the 
addition of five per “cent we anticipate 
$425,000; from packages, $125,000; mak- 
mg altogether under that head $550, OOO. 
Prom rice and Wine, in pound figures, $95,- 
000 each, and from, Aobacco and cigars, 
taking them together, Customs and Excise, 
we expect $300, 009. From all other arti- 
eles which have yeen in the free list I don’t 
venture to antitipate a larger amount of 
daty than $200,000. There are some arti- 
ees on which there is no very great proba- 
bility of receiving much duty, but I have 
no doubt we shall get some duty from coal 
and Indian corn, though it is hardly pos- 
sible to say we will get duty from every ar- 
ticle we put on the list. There is a neces- 
_ sity for dealing with all articles we find on 
the free list, and I imagine there is norea- 
son why we should not remove many arti- 
eles from it, even though not likely to be 
imported. 

Hfon. Mr. HOLTON.—We don’t import 
wheat, and why should we place a duty on 
ib? 

ion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—I don’t 
say that we will not import wheat. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—What as to oats? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—I don’t 
think there willbe a very large duty on 
that item. (Hear, hear.) But as we are 
mot Importers of oats there can beno harm 
whatever, in allowing that item to remain 
on the tariff. (Hear.) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—Will you allow me 
to ask you a few questions as to the arti- 
eles on which you propose to impose duties? 

tion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS.—Certainly. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON.—I think they are as 
follow—flour, meal, wheat, coal, salt, hops, 
animals, fruits, roots, 
articles which have been taken from the 
free list, and from which you expect to get 
$200, 000; ; am correct in the enumer ation ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS. — You have 
mamed them correctly. My hon. friend 
called attention to the words, national po- 
icy. Well, my idea is that we ought to 
do exactly what we think is for our own 
interest; and several of these articles 
were allowed to remain on the free list 
heretofore simply because negotiations 
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were going on from time to time with the 
United States, with reference to the re- 
newal of the Reciprocity Treaty. 

I cannot do better than state the views 
of my predeces-or on this point. He says, 
in the course of his Financial Statement 
last year, speaking to the Americans :— 

‘¢We have allowed your coal to come in 
‘free, though you charge a heavy duty on 
“ours, We allow your flour, grain, hops 
‘Cand salt, and other articles to be import- 
‘Ced free, ‘while you not only do not recip- 
‘‘yocate. but you specially discriminate 
‘(against our millers by charging more on 
«flour than on grain. This state of things,”’ 
we might fairly add, “‘has gone on for 
‘three or four years, but you must under- 
“stand it cannot continue. (Hear, hear.) 
‘¢ The time may soon come when we may re- 
‘‘quire to havea national policy of our own, 
‘““nomatter whether that national policy 
‘¢may sin against this or that theory of po- 
“litical economy. (Hear, hear.) For we 

‘must be guided ehiefly. if not solely, by 
‘considerations affecting ourselves, and we 
‘““may have to consult our self-interest 
‘without consideration for others,”’ 


Well, sir, I believe the time tia gone 
by when we should continue entirely 
to exempt from duty those very articles to 
which reference has been made. I cer- 
tainly do not think we can be charged with 
proposing any very exaggerated tariff, or 
one that will expose us to any strong 
charge on the score of being protectionists. 
On the contrary I am very much afraid that 
many of our friends who are strong advo- 
cates of protection will be very much dis- 
satisfied with the propositions we have 
made. Because it is perfectly clear that 
the tariffas a whole is strictly a revenue 
tariff, and as such I hope it will receive the 
support of the House. (Hear, hear.) I 
have now only to thank the Committee for 
the attention with which they have listened 
to me, and to apologise for having taken 
up so much of their time. (Cheers.) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he did not in- 
tend to follow the Finance Minister 
through his speech, beyond stating broad- 
ly that, instead ofa surplus of $300,000 on 
the transactions of the last financial year 
there would be found to be a deficit ofa 
million. At last the great national policy 
had been born, and it meant, as far as it 
went, Protection—an abnegation of the 
policy of the Empire. The Minister of 
Finance had admitted this was not a re- 
venue measure, and he must admit it was 
either a protective policy or a retaliatory 
policy. He went on to criticize the duties 
placed on the several articles enumerated 
by the Finance Minister, and said that 
there never had been in Canada any sim- 
ilar attempt made to impose differential 
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duties; as to our salt wells he would ob- 
serve that when we could produce salt 
cheaper than could be done in the heavily 
taxed United States, there was no use 
in imposing taxes on that articie. The 
House might rely upon it that there would 
be startling supplementary estimates 
when the Finance Minister asked such a 
large taxation to cover so small an alleged 
deficit. He regarded the so called nation- 
- al policy one of the greatest errors com- 
mitted in this country for many years. 
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he generally 
agreed with the remarks of the hon mem- 
ber for Chateauguay, but considered that 
many of the subjects would better come 
up for discussion ata future time. The 
point that had struck him most strongly 
in the statement of the Finance Minister 
was its extreme barrenness and its omis- 
sions, rather than what itcontained. They 
had been in the habit of of expecting and 
receiving a very general revision of the 
position of the country; and if the results 
that were expected to flow, both from 
political and financial legislation, that the 
Government had laid before the House on 
this occasion, they had neither the one 
nor the other. They had failed to learn 
anything of his financial resources for the 
year. The House ought to know his cash 
balances and also information as to the ob- 
jections of the Imperial Government with 
regard tothe Intercolonial loan; where 
that money now was and how it was going 
to be made available for that railway, and 
generally to be advised how the demands 
of the public exchequer were to be met 
independent of the ordinary revenue and 
expenditure. They had® been invited to 
take action in the case of Dominion 
Notes and Banks, and measures were ex- 
pected to pass which would place a very 
considerable amount in the hands of the 
Government. They had not been inform- 
ed what measure of relief for the country 
was to flow from this legislation, and he 
considered that they had a right to expect 
that information, and also in relation to the 
question of fractional currency. It was his 
firm belief that on the occasion of making 
a financial statement, there should be 
some report of the largest expenditures 
in which they were at present engaged, 
viz, on the Intercolonial Riilway. The re 
venues received on the railways in the 
Maritime Provinces were almost equal to 
the expenditure, and some explanation 
was required of that extraordinary state of 
things, and he hoped that there would have 
beensome scheme broughtforward by which 
the country would have been relieved of 
this charge. There was also another point, 
the subject of the greatest interest at the 
present time—that of the North West; 
but no reference was made to it whatever 
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in the financial statement. The Finance 
Minister told them that these $180,000 extra 
was to be asked foron account of the 
militia, but he gave no explanations of the 
increase, which was of the most unsatis- 
factory kind. It could be accounted for 
on the supposition that Imperial troops 
were to be withdrawn, and at any rate it 
was highly important to know the facts. 
Again on the question of fortifications, 
they had not heard one word. He should 
be glad to learn that the Government 
did not intend to proceed with them. 
(Hear). The only thing that the Finance 
Minister had said was that increased taxa- 
‘tion was necessary, but he had not said 
one single word about reducing the expen- 
diture of the "Country. There were two 
ways in which the deficiency in the reven- 
ue might be made up by increased taxa- 
tion, and by diminishing expenditure. 
He thought that the Government might 
make a reduction in the system of con- 
structing the Intercolonial Railway, and in 
administering the Railways of the Mari- 
time Provinces. He had hoped the Gov- 
ernment were prepared to adopt some 
steps in these matters, and when the pro- 
per time came, he should invite attention 
of the House to the question. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he could not 
omit calling attention to the very serious 
and direct tax imposed by this new mode 
of taxation upon western trade and sea- 
ports. The hon. gentleman proposed to 
make it favourable to one particular route 
by differential duties. It was well known 
that light goods came in by American 
ports, and western traders availed them- 
selves of American lines to bring them to 
Canada. By the mode/proposed, a new 
and direct tax : f $120,000 would be impos- 
ed upon western merchants. He would 
like to know if this/was part of the retalia- 
tory policy. , (Hear). It could have no 
practical ry bak ut to annoy their mer- 
chants and t& provoke so far as possible 
those with whom they were obliged to 
deal. With regard to petitions coming to 
that House in favour of taxation, he would 
say that no such petitions were presented 
by the people. The hon. gentleman had 
tried to show that they were lightly taxed ; 
but it was impossible to institute a true 
comparison without considering the wealth 
of the people. There was another consid- 
eration, viz, thata very large portion of 
the wealth of England was realizeable, 
which was not the case in Canada. The 
comparison with the United States was 
also faulty. In fact the financial statement 
was an evidence of the incapacity of the 
gentlemen opposite to administer the 
affairs of the country with that economy 
which ought to be practised in every new 
country. The scheme proposed was one 
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that would cause extreme dissatisfaction 
throughout the country. The hon. gen- 
tleman had been unable to show that the 
Government had undertaken any extraor- 
dinary expenditure except such trumpery 
amounts as had been expended on the 
Wellind Canal and other works, which 
could not be termed extraordinary. They 
had last year half a million placed to the 
capital account, two-thirds of which be- 
longed to ordinary expenditure—the 
amount for keeping up the Parliament 
Buildings and for men to garden at Rideau 
Hall—caughter), and it had actually been 
placed to capital account. By that means 
they had the hon. Finance Minister mak- 
ing an apparent surplus where there was 
a heavy deficiency. 1t was one of the most 
deplorable things that could be brought 
under the notice of the House at a time of 
profound peace, andas the Finance Minis- 
ter had said, at a time of profound pros- 
perity. (Hear). 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—My hon. 
friend has pointed out several short 
comings on my part in his speech 
which he has just made. I stated at the 
outset that IL would not follow the usual 
plan of going into a long discussion in re- 
fereace to the state of affairs of the coun- 
try, but that I would confine myself to the 
subject more immediately before the House. 
I really do not feel myself specially called 
upon to take up seriatim the objections 
raisel by the hon. gentleman. I[ think 
that some of my colleagues are better able 
at the proper time to reply to the remarks 
which the hon. gentleman states that he 
will brmg up ata future stage. He says 
I have given no information on the subject 
of Dominion Notes. JIdid not think it 
necessary to go fully into that subject, be- 
cause I thought it had been sufficiently 
explained, when the matter was under dis- 
cussion, that there is no prospect of our 
deriving any revenue from those notes 
this year. 

The charter of the Bank of Montreal 
does not expire till after the next session 
of Parliament, and until the exp.ration of 
that charter we have to pay the Bank of 
Montreal five per cent. on the amount of 
notes circulated. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—DoI understand 
the hon. gentleman to say that the Bank 
of Montreal shall continue to issue Domuin- 
ion Notes until the end of 1871. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly. 
I can see no reason otherwise. By law the 
arrangement exists during the existence 
of the charter. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The law provides 
that you can give them notice or they can 
give notice to you, that the arrangement 
shall be closed at the end.of 6 months. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


[COMMONS] 


Budget. 944 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—tThe hon. 
gentleman is mistaken. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON— The hon. gentle- 
man has stated in the Committee of Public 
Accounts that these notices have been 
given by the Government. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I did not 
say so. There is one notice merely termi- 
nating the agency arrangement. That 
notice does not terminate the claim of the 
Bank of Montreal to receive five per cent. 


|) upon the amount of their circulation. The 


notices which have been given are simply 
these : 

To terminate the arrangement by which 
the Government are bound to keep a 
specific deposit in the Bank of Mon- 
treal. 

Another notice is to close the arrange- 
ment by which the Government are bound 
not to deposit in any other Bank than the 
Bank of Montreal. 

And another, that the Government 
should employ the Agency of the Bank of 
Montreal for redeeming their notes under 
a certain arrangement. 


Allthese notices have been given, and 
the arrangement will terminate in about 
six months. 

Now Sir, with regard to the Intercolon- 
ial Loan, Iam not aware that the position 
of matters was altered, it certainly was 
not altered recently. The matter was very 
fully explained last Session, and there 
has been no material alteration since 
then. 

The payment of the £300,000 for the Red 
River Verritory has been deposited, and is 
now practically beyond the control of the 
Government. 

Hon. Sir. A. T. GALT—Then you paid the 
Intercolonial money for the Red River Ter- 
ritory ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Not neces- 
sarily that money. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—You paid it from 
the pocket into which the Intercolon- 
ial Loan went ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly, 
you can put it in that way if you like. 

Then with regard to the explanations 
which he said were necessary regarding the 
state of the finances, as the Government 
did not require to come to this House for 
assistance in raising any further money 
than by the mode spoken of, I did not 
think it was necessary for me to make any 
statement on the subject. Other oppor- 
tunities will be offered for making any ex: 
planations necessary. 

The Red River question is one of great 
seriousness, but at this hour of the night 
I do not intend to enlarge upon it. I think 
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I made it sufficiently plain that there 
would be a demand for money and that 
there would be a supplementary esti- 
mate brought down. I did not say 
exactly in regard to Red River, but there 
is no other matter for which we could 
have to ask for the money. With 
regard to fortifications, | may say that cor- 
respondence is still going on with the Im- 
perial Government on this subject, and I 
do not apprehend that there is any fear of 
difference with the Imperial Government 
on that or any other subject. My hon. 
friend charges me with not having come 
forward with any plan for reducing the ex- 
penditure. I could not conscientiously do 
so; I saw no prospect of reducing the ex- 
penditure. He stated one mode through 
which he thought a reduction could be 
made : it was with reference to the man- 
agement of railways in the Maritime Pro- 
vinces. I did not come here this evening 
prepared to discuss that question, and I 
feel there are others of my colleagues who 
are better able to discuss that subject when 
the proper time arrives. Of course, if he 
refers to me as not having made any par- 
ticular suggestions on the subject of econ- 
omy, it must be borne in mind that, after 
all, the Finance Minister has very little to 
do with the spending departments of the 
Government, (hear, hear.) 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The remarks I 
made of that kind referred to the spending 
departments. Far be it from me to make 
any reproach to the hon. gentleman; I 
merely spoke of him as the mouth piece 
of the Government. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—tThe Fin- 
ance Minister is in the unfortunate position 
of having very little to do with the spend- 
ing of the money for which he has to ask 
the House. The hon. gentleman referred 
particularly to the Militia department. All 
I can say in reference to that is this; that 
although there is an increase over the re- 
vised estimate of last year, yet it is to be 
recollected that every eftort was made at 
that time, as the revenue was falling short, 
to keep down the expenditure ; and the 
only way of further reducing the expendi- 
ture was by not doing things that ought to 
be done, (hear, hear.) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought this was, 
perhaps, the fitting time to enquire as to 
the controversy between the Imperial 
Government and this Government, re- 
specting the disposal of the funds derived 
from the guarantee for the Intercolomal 
Railway. He understood that instructions 
had been sent to Sir John Young in ret- 
erence to the improper use of this money, 


and asked if the instructions received had | disposal of the funds in question. 


been comphed with. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said not 
the slightest change had been made in the 
investment, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Then the instrue- 
tions had been totally disregarded ? 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said there must 
surely be some mistake. An Order in 
Council has been passed, subsequent to 
the receipt of the instructions, as the 
published correspondence showed, and 
it also showed that some action had been 
taken by the Colonial Government. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said no 
change whatever had been made. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The Hon. the 
Minister of Finance says there has been 
no change since these instructions. Is 
the money inthe same position as it was 
last year ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Exactly 
the same. . 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that, in 
the absence of the Minister of Justice, the 
Minister of Militia should be roused from 
his slumbers. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I am 
listening (laughte). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Minis- 
ter of Finance, having recently joined the 
Government, might not be fully aware of 
all the circumstances. He desired to 
know whether the instructions had been 
accompanied by a very decided opinion as 
to the gross breach of faith that had been 
committed. It was stated that the instruc- 
tions from the Colonial Office had been 
utterly disregarded, and he was unwilling 
to let this matter drop, until he could as- 
certain if the assertion so broadly stated 
was to be understood to its full extent. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
member for Chateauguay affected great 
surprise, although he had been informed 
when sitting in another place (the Com- 
mitiee on Public Accounts) that a consid- 
erable portion of the amount was invested 
in Canadian Exchequer Bills. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that after the 
undying affection so lately avowed for the 
Imperial connection, he could scarcely be- 
lieve that the Government would totally 
disregard its imperative instructions. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
no man was more loyal than he, but he 
would say that the Government would 
not be dictated to by anybody as to their 
actions in a matter purely affecting Cana- 
dian interests (hear, hear). With these 
they would deal as they saw fit. He de- 
nied that there had been any mismanage- 
ment, or breach of faith in any way in the 
He had 
seen the opinion of the Law Officers of 
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the Crown, and a more illogical document 
he had never seen (hear, hear). To follow 
the course it pointed out, it would have 
been impossible to do anything with the 
money. It could not be invested even in 
Consols, or in any other way. Did the 
member for Chiteauguay mean to say 
that they should have deposited it in the 
Bank of England, or would he say what he 
would have done with it, had he been in 
the Ministry ? 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON would simply say 
that it could have been put to no further 
use than to holding it for the special pur- 
pose for which it wasappropriated. With- 
out the consent of the Imperial Govern- 
ment, the other party to the contract, 
they had no right to invest it in Canadian 
Exchequer Bonds, or to extinguish Bink 
balances with it. His opinion had been 
fortified by that of the Law Officers of the 
Crown, that there had been a misappro- 
priation of the funds. He had so stated 
last session, at which the Government had 
been very indignant, but it was now seen 
that that had been borne out. The money 
should have been held sacred for the pur- 
poses for which it had been raised, or if it 
were applied in any other way, then that 
should have been done with the consent 
of the party bound by the guarantee. 
Touching the other question, that of the 
influence on the deliberations here of in. 
structions received from the Imperial 
Government in matters of this kind, it was 
important to know from the de -clarations 
of the Ministry that the opinions of the 
Law Officers of the Crown on Canadian 
affairs, constitutional or otherwise, were 
of no account whatever, because they con- 
cerned Canadian affiirs alone (hear, hear). 
If that was the doctrine laid down, ‘and he 
could not say he dissented from it, it 
ought not to be insisted upon one night, 
because it suited the necessities of the 
Government, andon another night vio- 
lent philippics thundered forth against 
those who did not see their way to change 
their opinions so rapidly as Govern- 
ment exigencies required. The fact that 
this was a business transaction be- 
tween two parties, a change in the ar- 
rangements of which required the consent 
of both, was attempted to be ignored. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT said the Minister of 
Finance, not being here when the last 
Budget was brought down, might not be 
aware of all that then took place. They 
were then given distinctly to understand 
that the appropriation of the money had 
been made with the consent of the Impe- 
rial authorities. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
not. 


Hon. Sir Francis EHincks. 


HINCKS—It was 
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Mr. CARTWRIGHT—Then no change 
had been made, but a most extraordinary 
scheme had been submitted. As security 
for the re-payment of this money it was 
proposed to borrow $1,000,000 from 
Savings’ Banks depositors, and from In- 
surance Companies $1,500,000, were al- 
together $2,500,000, as a means of re- 
puying these investments. He acknow- 
ledged there might be some difficulty 
about finding investments, but he could 
not understand how the matter could be 
arranged, without the consent of the Im- 
perial Government. 


Hon. Mr. DORION thought that this 
question was of greater importance than it 
seemed to be in the opinion of the Finance 
Minister. The British Government said 
that the fund was misappled, and yet the 
organ of the Government said that they 
had determined to disregard that opinion. 
The Minister ought to know that that was 
one of the most damaging statements to 
the credit of the country that could be 
made. He thought that the funds ought 
to have been immediately placed in the 
position in which they should have been. 
The declaration was that they would not 
mind what was said by the Imperial Gov- 
ernment, and that, although the money 
was obtained by the guarantee of the Im- 
perial authority, and was stated to be mis- 
applied, the Government intended to pay 
no attention whatever to that expressed 
opinion. He thought it was a most se- 
rious matter, and that the Government 
of the country should not remain under 
the imputation of having misapplied money 
guaranteed. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
was no difference between the two Govern- 
ments on that matter. There had been 
correspondence, but the Imperial Govern- 
ment had long since ceased to press_ their 
views, and had come, he believed, to be of 
the opinion that the ‘view of the Canadian 
Government was a correct one. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
‘¢ Hear, hear.’’ 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would give a fair history of the transaction. 
The British Government placed the trans- 
action entirely in the hands of the Cana- 
dian Government, and the late Finance 
Minister had shown that it was wise and 
proper to raise the money ; and that the 
money was obliged to be invested in some 
way. The Law Officers of the Crown had 
not stated how the money should have 
been disposed of. It was idle to suppose 
that the money would be spent, except 
for the interests of the country. There 
were several ways in which the money 
might have been invested. It might 
have been left in the hands of London 
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capitalists at one per cent.; or invested in 
the three per cent. consols, the latter be- 
ing a speculation in which they might 
have gained or lost. Then there was a 
floating debt in London and Canada, and 
the Finance Minister believed that a por- 
tion of it might be profitably invested in 
arranging this. Butit had been shown 
that it was perfectly easy for the Cana- 
dian Government to have replaced the 
money so used at any time. 


Hon. Mr. DORION—Why was it not 
done ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The hon. 
gentleman knew very well it could not 
be done without loss of interest. It 
. was said that Mr. Rose should have ar- 
ranged with the Imperial Government, 
and misrepresentations of all sorts had 
been made that the money had been spent 
on the Parliament Buildings, and so on. 
The whole of the discussion arose from an 
attempt to revive a matter long since 
settled, and to make out that there was 
a misunderstanding with the Imperial 
Government which did not exist. As to 
talking about the manner in which the 
money was invested, as being dangerous 
to the credit of the country, the thing was 
absurd. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that no one 
could entertain the slightest doubt that 
the country was abundantly able to pay 
the $7,000,000 or $8,000,000, but that was 
not the point. It was alleged that a por- 
tion of this money was invested in cer- 
tain securities which did not exist. It 
was said that it was to be paid out of 
$1,000,000 to be derived from Savings’ 
Banks by and by, and from $1,500,000 to 
be deposited by Insurance Companies, 
and these, forsooth, were called securities. 
So also were the Exchequer Bonds which 
were shut up in the Receiver General’s 
chest. He repeated that there was no 
doubt of the ability of the country to 
meet all its liabilities, but there had been 
a want of candour, and thus a dispute had 
arisen which had caused a good deal of 
feeling. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
these attacks were simply a repetition of 
the attacks on the late Finance Minister. 
The hon. gentlemen brought forward their 
wretched point asa means to give a slap at 
the Government. It might be clever, but 
it certainly was not patriotic. Was the 
money to lie idle? The Guarantee Act 
provided that there was to be a Sinking 
Fund to be invested solely in Canada se- 
curities, and the British Government felt 
such confidence in that that they permit- 
ted the whole of the $3,000,000 to be in- 
vested in Canadian securities. A great 
part of the misunderstanding had arisen 
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from the attempts of a mischievous per- 
son, to whom it would be beneath him 
to refer further, who, being about these 
galleries night after night, and pestered 
the Government for money on pretexts 
raised on a trumped up claim that he had 
something to do with the loan. He wrote 
a blackguard letter, which came into the 
hands of acrotchetty underling, not now 
in the Treasury, who brought it under 
the notice of his superiors. An explana- 
tion was asked. Mr. Rose wrote and ex- 
plained everything fully. The case was 
so clear, and the word and spirit of the 
Act had been so fully carried out, that 
they would never hear anything more 
about it, unless the patriotic efforts of the 
hon. gentleman were to have the effect 
of driving the Imperial Government into 
the belief that the securities were not safe. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the honourable 
Minister of Justice had simply repeated 
his philippic oflast session, which was not 
quite so violent nor so effective now, since 
he had received a second time the opinion 
of the Law Officers of the Crown, telling 
him that he had done that which he had 
no right to do. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD denied 
this. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the question was 
not so much as to the propriety of the in- 
vestment,as to the change made in it with- 
out the consent of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. Should any loss arise they were 
responsible to Parliament, which had 
g.ven authority for the guarantee. But 
more than that the question was as to the 
relation that existed between this Gov- 
ernment and the Imperial Government. 
As the organ of the Government here the 
Finance Minister stated that they had 
wholly disregarded the instructions con- 
veyed through the Governor General, not 
merely as to their conduct in investing the 
money, but in doimg so without con- 
sulting those jointly interested in the 
transaction. The Minister of Justice had 
gone to that tmbunal for a decision 
against his honourable friend (Hon. J. 
S. Macdonald) on matters of purely Cana- 
dian legislation. He had invoked its in- 
terference over and over again, and now 
in a matter not merely of Canadian, but 
of Imperial interest, he had disregarded 
it entirely. He was in words constantly 
appealing to their loyalty, while now he 
says he has utterly disregarded the in- 
structions received from the same author- 
ity. This was the point under discus- 
sion. 

Mr. WORKMAN had listened with regret 
to the attacks made by honourable gentle- 
men opposite. The simple facts were 
that by the judicious management of Mr, 
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Rose they had, in a short time, made such 
investments as had saved from $60,000 to 
$70,000 yearly. 


Mr. MACKENZIE srid $17,000. 


Mr. WORKMAN said if they calculated 
the money at only one per cent., which 
was all they could have got for it, the House 
would see that he was correct in his state- 
ment. Instead of the terrific attacks that 
had been made on the Government they 
deserved the best thanks of the country. 
He might, perhaps, have been better 
pleased if they had obtained the consent 
of the Imperial Government, but so long 
as they were prepared to replace the 
amount he could not see the justice of the 
terrific onslaught that had beenmide. As 
a business man he thought them entitled 
to all praise. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that the 
leader of the Government had no right to 
impeach the patriotism of any member for 
wishing to protect the credit of the coun- 
try. The Government in that matter had 
shown not only a want of patriotism, but 
a want of statesmanship (hear, hear). 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he would assert that no matter what 
the nature might be, the results of the 
course taken by gentlemen opposite were 
unpatriotic. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he could not 
consent that the resolution should go 
through Committee without further dis- 
cussion, unless it were agreed that concur- 
rence should not be taken to-morrow. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would give his consent. 


The resolutions were being read, when 
Mr. GODIN called attention to the fact 
that by one of the resolutions Canadian 
leaf tobacco, instead of being relieved of 
a duty of 5c. now imposed on it, would be 
burdened with an increased duty of 10c. 
The present duty had paralyzed the growth 
of native tobacco. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN defended the im- 
position of the duty. 


The Committee reported, and asked 
leave to sit again on Tuesday next. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, Hon. 
Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he would 
take up the Supreme Court Bill to-mor- 
row. 


The House adjourned at a quarter to 
12 o'clock. 


Mr. Workman. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 8, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the us- 
ual hour. 


After routine business, 
BANKS AND BANKING. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the first 
reading of the Bill, from Commons. relat- 


ing to Banks and Banking, 


CANADIAN ARTISTS’ SOCIETY. 


The Bill relating to the Association of 
Canadian Artists was also read the first 
time. 


QUEBEC HARBOUR. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS moved the third read- 
ing of the Quebec Harbour management 
Bill: 


COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER moved the third 
reading of the Collingwood Harbour Dues 
Bill, anda verbal amendment having been 
made, the Bill was returned to Commons 
for concurrence therein. 


BANK OF COMMERCE AND GORE BANK. 


Hon. Mr. McMASTER seconded the 
reading of the Bill—an Act to provide 
for the amalgamation of the Canadian 
Bank of Commerce, and the President, 
Directors and Company of the Gore 
Bank. 


In moving the second reading, the hon. 
Senator said that the object of the Bill 
was to give effect to an arrangement which 
had been entered into, between the Bank 
of Commerce and the Gore Bank. It 
would be in the recollection of most hon. 
members from the Province of Ontario, 
that the Gore bank, which was an old and 
highly respectable institution,and had done 
good service to the country in its day, be- 
came involved in difficulties some time ago, 
butalthough its circumstances were some- 
what critical and embarrassed, the Directors 
acted most honourably in making ample 
provision for the prompt. liquidation of all 
liabilities, and the result of that action 
was that no one except the shareholders 
suffered loss in the smallest degree. When 
the difficulty became of pressing import- 
ance, a minute investigation of the char- 
acter and amount of the assets was made, 
and the Directors came to the conclusion 
that the interest of the proprietors was not 
likely to be promoted by the Bank con- 
tinuing in operation, and it was decided 
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to make overtures to the Bank of Com- 
merce with the view of effecting an amal- 
gamation. To secure that object, various 
interviews took place between the repre- 
sentatives of the two institutions, and the 
final result was an arrangement, which, 
being submitted to the shareholders of 
both Banks, was, with some modifications, 
fully approved of and ratified. The simple 
object of the Bill, he repeated, was to give 
statutory effect to the arrangement. ‘The 
Bill would be referred to the proper com- 
mittee, and when at that stage he would 
submit allthe documents connected with 
. the arrangement between the Companies. 
He concluded by moving the second read- 
ing, and the motion being affirmed, he 
then moved the reference of the Bill to 
the Committee on Banking. 


Committee 


SUN INSURANCE CO. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second 
reading of the Bill to amend the Act of the 
Montreal Sun Insurance Company—Car- 
ried and referred to Committee. 


RED RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER pz Sr. JUST called 
attention to reports in the newspapers re- 
lative to the strong feeling in the country 
on the subject of the murder of Scott, and 
to the alleged danger to the delegates 
who were coming to the country. He was 
understood to say that safe conduct should 
he guaranteed to them. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the dele- 
gates could not be held responsible for 
murder, as they had been appointed be- 
fore that event, and although the feeling 
of the country appeared to be strong, he 
believed the delegates would go unmo- 
lested through the country. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, April 8, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 
PRIVATE BILLS COMMITTHE. 


Mr. HARRISON presented the fifth 
report of the Committee on Private Bills. 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 

Mr. BROUSSHAU presented the report 
of the Committee on Printing. 
Commirrze Room, 8th April, 1870. 


The Joint C mmittee of both Houses on 
the Printing of Parliament beg leave to 
submit as their Seventh Report. 
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The following Resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted by the Committee. 

Resolved, That Parliament having en- 
tered into Contracts for the Printing 
Services of Parliament, and the Executive 
Government haying, under the Statute of 
last Session, likewise entered into Con- 
tracts for the Printing required by the sey- 
eral Departments, and the said several 
Contracts having been awarded to the same 
person, who now contends that under his 
two Contracts, he has a right to double 
charges for all printing that he may ex- 
ecute for the joint use of the Government 
and Parliament, when such documents 
are ordered by the Government for De- 
partmental use—that is, being paid twice 
tor the one composition, which is not only 
contrary to custom, but to the spirit and 
intention of the Parliamentary Contract, 
and which, if allowed, must apply to every 
document, &c., printed by Parliament, 
as by the Distribution list, 13 copies of all 
the Votes, Bills, Documents, &c., are for 
the use of the Department of the Privy 
Council, beside several copies for every 
other Department in the service, the 
practical effect of which would be as 
exemplified in an account submitted to 
this Committee for printing the Report 
of the Public Works Department, which 
under the Parhamentary Contract amounts 
to $208.83 for 1,870 copies, but which 
was also charged under the Departmental 
Contract,, in adition $175.023. for 500 
copies, making the total 383.854, being, 
$120.553 more than if the whole had been 
printed under the Parliamentary Contract, 
which, if not checked, will cause great loss 
to the public; and as the Government now, 
as heretofore, can obtain from the Con- 
tractor for Parliamentary Printing as many 
extra copies of any document being print- 
ed as they may require for their own 
use, without other charge than the press- 
work and paper, though the two Contracts 
are held by the one person; and for the 
purpose of defining the separate Contracts, 
it be held that all Bills, Reports, or 
Documents, submitted to Parliament, 
either in manuscript or print, are Parlia- 
mentary Documenis, whether the copy 
has been sent to the Printer, either by 
the Departments or by Parliament, as the 
Public Service may require, and to bear 
the imprint of the Contractor as the 
Parliamentary Printer, and to be paid 
for at Parliamentary rates, after being 
checked and certified as according to 
Contract by the Clerk of the Committee, 
and that Departmental work shall bear 
the imprint of the Contractor as Depart- 
mental Printer, and be paid for at De- 
partmental rates, after being checked and 
certified as according to Contract by 
Queen’s Printer— 


on Printing. 


955 


And further, 


Resolved Thatshould the Government, | 
or any Department thereof, at any time 
require more than the usual number of 
copies of any document which they now 
get under the Distribution list, they do 
notify the Clerk of the Printing Committee 
in writing to the effect, in sufficient time 
that he may add such extra number to the 
Distribution list. 

All which is respectfully, submitted. 


Superannuation 


SUPERANNUATION ACT. 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 


the House go into Committee of the | 


Whole to consider certain resolutions 
providing for a system of superannuation 
for officers of the Civil Service, and of 
permanent officers and servants of the 
Senate and House of Commons. He said 
that it was well known here as in England 
and throughout the British Possessions gen- 
erally that a system of permanent service 
had prevailed. That system had prevailed 
to a great extent atall events. On the 
other side of the lines there had been a 
system long in operation under which 
officers of every kind were dismissed on a 
change of Administration. We had adopt- 
ed the English plan, and it was perfectly 
understood that although officers no doubt 
held their appointments during pleasure, 
that. virtually they held them on good 
behaviour. In a system of Government 
such as theirs, it must be obvious that the 
Government could not act as private indi- 
viduals, and dismiss at their pleasure offi- 
cers in the various branches of their service. 
He could only say it would be hardly pos- 
sible to find a casein which the head of 
a department dismissed an officer without 
that dismissal being attributable to some 
proper motive. They had the system of 
England ; but not the protection of Eng- 
land. It was perfectly obvious that if the 
tenure of office, as a rule, depended on good 
behaviour, it was essentially necessary 
some provision should be made by which 
it was possible for the Government to get 
rid of officers who had performed their 
duty with advantage to the public. The 
practical effect of the present system was, 
that when officers arrived at a time of life 
when they ought to be superannuated, 
they still remain in offices at full salaries. 
The Government were well aware there wis 
avery strong feeling on the part of the 
public in this country against putting any 
fresh charge on the revenue for the pur- 
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up of abatements from salaries. The pro- 
posed system was analagous to that which 
had prevailed in England for a number of 
years, but for a considerable time past 
the abatement system had been abolished 
in that country. He did not hesitate to 
say that while he came down with a pro- 
position based on the abatement of salaries, 
his own anxious desire would be that the 
superannuations should be provided with- 
out abatement. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—‘‘ Taking the same 
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term of service ?’’ 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied in 
the affirmative, and said it would be wise 
to give those superannuation allowances. 
without abatement of salaries. The sub- 
ject of superannuation was sometimes 
encumbered with a system of a very 
different kind, that was the providing in 
some way or other tor the widows and 
orphans of those who had died in the 
service. That was a question with which 
the Government had nothing whatever to 
do. It was not the duty of the Govern 
ment or of Parliament to support those 
who were left behind by officers who had 
been in the service. The object of a sup- 
erannuation system was to get rid of 
officers who were no longer capable of 
discharging their duties in an efficient 
manner. He might just mention that there 
was an officer now in the public service who 
was over 80 years of age. He would 
observe in conclusion that of late years 
efforts had been made to put the service 
on a better footing, and he thought it was 
but right to couple with those efforts a 
system of superannuation. He would 
move that the House should, on Tuesday 
next, go into Committee of the Whole on 
the subject and give it their most serious 
consideration. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he cordially ap- 
proved of the provision that was proposed 
to be made. It would relieve the mem- 
bers of the House on both sides, from a 
great many importunities, some of them 
painful ones. He was not prepared to 
give his adhesion to the proposal which 
the hon. gentleman rather suggested than 


; urged, that provision should take place 


without abatement. He did not think 
there could be any objection to consider 
the resolutions as they were proposed. 
Aged officers would refuse to resign be- 
cause they knew that there was no pro- 
vision for them. The Government of 


pose of providing superannuated allow-| Ontariohad taken a vote for $20,000 to 


ances. ‘Therefore it was that the Govern- 
ment had come with a proposition which 
he felt assured would be a self-supporting 
system. Under that proposition the 
_ superannuation fund would be made 


Mr. Brousseau. 
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provide what they considered a sufficient 
retiring allowance to enable them to dis- 
pense with the services of some officers, 
but he considered the proposed plan was. 
much better. 
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Hon. Mr. WOOD said, this vote of $20, 
000 was not made upon general principles, 
but to provide for old and incompetent 
officers, whose services were not needed, 
and at the end of the year, it was found 
that there was an actual saving by this 
step. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT was glad the Gov- 
ernment had takenup the matter. It was 
often impossible for the Government, 
having any feeling of humanity, to dismiss 
a servant who had grown old in the ser- 
vice. He did not see any specific amount 
asked for. He thought that provision 
should be made to allow of the dispensing 
with the services of some old employees 
now in the service. 


Superannuation 


Mr. STREET approved highly of the 
plan. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON did not find in it 


express provision for the cases of officers 
who should at once be allowed to retire, 
and to meet whose cases provision ought 
to be made. 

Mr. JOLY was sorry to see that the 
scheme did not go farenough. It ought 
to make provision for the maintenance of 
the families of those employees, who were 
eut off when in youth and health. Many 
of them were in the receipt of such small 
salaries, that they could not afford to in- 
sure their lives. Some of them manage 
to do so, but this scheme would compel 


them to drop that insurance, to contri- : 


bute towards the Superannuation Fund. 
Provision should be made for those cases. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said that he had 
always entertained doubt as to the policy 
of legislating in favour of making provision 
for one class, and not for another. He 
thought that the families of doctors, 
clergymen and mechanics had an equal 
right to consideration as the families of 
civil servants. They were to have increas- 
ed taxation, and it was very unwise to 
provide funds for compensation to civil 
servants. There had not been a single 
Act of the Ontario Government which had 
caused such dissatisfation as the $20,000 


' vote had occasioned. 


Mr. HARRISON pointed out that the 
~ scheme was founded on co-operative prin- 
ciples, and that other classes were not 
taxed for the benefit of the one. The 
object of the resolutions was to compel 
those officials to do that which they ought 
todo. It was the duty of the Government, 
of course, not to retain incapacitated 
officials but it was also its duty not to 
dischirge a man who became incapacitated 
through no fault of his own. 


Mr. FERGUSON said he had voted for 
the $20,000 in Ontario, and felt committed 
to the principle, and he thought that noth- 
ing had been lost by that vote; $8,000 
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had been expended, and the treasury had 
made $2,000.by saving in salaries $10,000. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS in reply 
said the Government did not presume 
to provide for the widows and families 
of officials. The scheme was somewhat 
similar to that in force in the Bank of 
Montreal. A Government stood in a differ- 
ent position to private individuals. He 
believed that when the fund came into 
full operation it would be self-supporting, 
but it might not beso for the first two or 
three years; and the Government, if the 
resolutions were passed, would ask for 
necessary ways and means. 

The motion was then carried, to go into 
Committee on Monday. 


MILITARY SCHOOL CADETS AND DRILL 
SHEDS, é&c. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER pre- 
sented returns, giving the names of 
military school cadets; sums paid for bar- 
rack accommodation; statement of 
salary and expenses of the Inspector of 
Drill Sheds (Major Scoble). 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
asked if the Government intended to re- 
move the debris from the drill shed at 
Toronto. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—I am 
expecting areport every day. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
hoped that under no circumstances would 
the drill shed be placed on the present 
site, the ammunition there caused a great 
deal of alarm in Toronto. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
was very likely the papers would be made 
out to-morrow, and perhaps the Govern- 
ment of the Dominion would be able 
to do an act of liberality to the Ontario 
Government. Probably the material of 
the drill shed would be handed over to his 
hon. friend (laughter). 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
—JI don’t care for the material (laughter). 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Pro- 
vided he will receive it (laughter). 


FISHERIES’ CORRESPONDENCE. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked if the Gov- 
ernment were prepared to bring down the 
correspondence respecting fisheries. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Not 
yet. 


DEPARTMENTAL PRINTING. 


Mr. YOUNG asked if the orders in 
Council respecting the Departmental 
Printing were nearly ready. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would be ready soon. 
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MASTERS’ ANDEMATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the Bill respecting certificates to Mas- 
ters and Mates. 


_ Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD stated, 
that the third clause had been allowed to 
lie over on account of its being a money 
clause. He explained that in some cases 
it wis difficult to draw the line, and here 
the fee of ten dollars was voluntary and 
not compulsory. This must not be allowed 
to go too far, however, and probably the 
best way might be to let it pass witha 
note, that it was not to be a precedent. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the second 
clause was more objectionable as fixing 
the remuneration from the consolidated 
fund. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
that had been in brackets in the original 
Bill which had been left out through error 
in the printing for the second reading. 

A discussion ensued on the relative 
power of the Senate and Commons in ori- 
ginating. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he would consider the whole question, and 
thought possibly that aconference with 
the Senate might be desirable to settle 
some definite rule before acase should 
arise which might involve aconflict of jur- 
isdiction. 

On clause thirteen, objections were made 
to its passage. 


Mr. FORTIN said it was the most impor- 
tant cliuse of the Bill. There was no use 
for a Boud of Examiners, unless there 
were schools at which the men could be 
educated to pass. At present Colonial 
Shipmisters were lookedon as infcrior to 
British Shipmasters, and this should not 
continue. <A large school like what was 
at Quebec was not wanted. It would be 
enough to have teachers accustomed to 
teach navigation, one of whom might be es- 
tablished at eich of the principal ports at 
smill expense. He siid great misappre- 
hension existed as to the extent of ship- 
ping owned in the Dominion, and ridiculed 
the idea of comparing the tonnage to. that 
of France. He believed that judicious 
measures of education would assist to in 
crease the amount of shipping. 

Mr. MILLS thought the education 
clause was not within the jurisdiction of 
the Government, that being relegited to 
the Local Governments. He thought that 
When examinations were made compul- 
sory, a demand would grow up for schools, 
and the Lozal Governments would be 
forced by the necessities of the case to es- 
tablish them, if private enterprise did not 
do so. 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. 
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Mr. FORTIN urged the importance of 
providing some means whereby seamen 
could qualify themselves for masters and 
mates. If this measure passed, no sea- 
man without a certificate of competency, 
could get command ofa vessel, and there- 
fore these schools were absolutely neces- 
sary. 

Mr. COFFIN said, there was no means 
in this country for seamen to qualify them- 
selves for commanders of vessels. Seamen 
had to go to England to be educated in 
order to be qualified for a certificate of com- 


Certificates. 


petency. Boards of Examiners would 
be quite useless without Marine 
Schools where seamen could qualify 


themselves to pass the requisite examina- 
tion before the Board of Examiners. He 
hoped that such Schools would be estab- 
lished, so that our seamen could be pro- 
perly educated for commanders, without 
being obliged to go to England. 

Hon. Col. GREY thought the objection 
raised by the member for Bothwell was 
not well taken. The education of our sea- ° 
men was a matter of Dominion interest, 
and it was properly a matter for the con- 
sideration of the Dominion Parliament. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD supported the objec- 
tion, that this question of establishing 
Marine Schools was not under the control 
of the General Legislature. He contend- 
ed that navigation was taught in the exist- 
ing Schools, and the establishment of 
Marine Schools was unnecessary. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said he had _ heard 
young men preparing for certificates be- 
ing asked questions on navigation, that 
not amember in this House could answer. 
It was necessary that schools should be 
established to teach these young men. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the object of the clause was not to 
establish Schools, but to afford facilities 
to enable masters and mates to pass the 
necessary examination before 1872. 

At six o’clock the Committee rose anl 
reported progress. 


AFTER RECESS. 
DEBT OF OLD CANADA. 


Mr. CASAULT moved, before the Orders 
of the Day were called, that the returns 
submitted of the correspondence between 
the Governments of the Provinces of Que- 
bec and Ontario and the Dominion Goy- 
ernment, about the debt of the late Pro- 
vinees of Canada, be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Accounts on Monday 
next.—Carried. 


GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY. 


On motion of Mr. BROWN, the Bill to 
restore the charter of the Grand Junction 
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Railway Company, was read the third time 
and passed. 


ONTARIO AND ERIE SHIP CANAL. 


Mr. ANGUS MORRISON moved the 
House into Committee on the Act to in- 
corporate the Ontario and Erie Ship Canal 
Company, as amended in Committee on 
Railways and Canals. 


Mr. MERRITT thought there should be 
some explanation from the Government, 


and the hon. member for Niagara. 
He hal heard something of _ this 
scheme every Session. the constitu. 
-ency of the hon. member (Angus 


Morrison) had always been faithful to the 
Government of the day, and he thought 
the House ought to know whether this Bill 
was to ke the reward of the constituency for 
past services; or if it was part of the great 
system of Canals that had been  fore- 
shadowed a few days ago. The House 
ought to know if the Government, feeling 
itself unable to grasp the great public 
works, intended to hand them over to 
private capitalists (hear). 


- Mr. MORRISON said the hon. gentleman 
had heard some explanations in Com- 
mittee, all members of which were in 
favour of the scheme. He had no know- 
ledge that any hon. member was against 
the Bill, and he was not satisfied that the 
hon. member himself (Mr. Merritt) was 
aguinstit.The promoters of theBill were men 
of the highest character (hear), who were 
worth millions. The capital could be ob- 
tained, and he would be the last man to 
introduce the Bill with the view to bun- 
combe or to please his constituents (hear). 
The scheme had never been discussed at 
the late elections one way or the other. 
He believed the time had arrived when 
capital could be found, and Canals must 
be constructed. The principle of the Bill 
had been adopted, not only by the Railway 
Committee, but also by this House. Every 
clause in the Bill was precisely the same 
as that to unite: the waters of the St. 
Lawrence and Lake Champlain, and 
’ he did not see why the Bill should not 
pass, as they did not ask any money. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD suggested to put off 
the Bill for one year, when the general 
elections would take place (laughter). 

The motion passed, and the House went 
into Committee, Hon. Mr. ABBOTT in the 
Chair. 

The Bill was reported, and concurred in, 
read a third time and passed. 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. ABBOTT the 
House went into Committee on the Bill 
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respecting the Canada Central Railway, 
Mr. MORRISON (Niagara) in the chair. 

fon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
thought it was due to the House that the 
promoter of this Bill should explain the 
object of the Bill. It had been before 
Parliament for ten years, without anything 
being done and it involved the giving away 
of three or four hundred thousand acres of 
land in Ontario and Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT explained the pro- 
visions of the Bill. The Bill had no effect 
respecting lands. If part of the road were 
completed by September, the next Com- 
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|-pany would hive w claim for the land. un- 


der the old Charter, ifnot they would have 
no claim. 

Hon JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said he was not a Director of the Company 
like his hon. friend, and had no personal 
interest. He opposed the Bill on grounds of 
public interest only. In the old Parliament 
four million acres of land were granted to 
the North Shore Railway, and the object of 
this Bill was to obtain possession of the tail 
end ofthat grant. The original intention of 
the grant was to open up a railway from 
Quebec to Ontario and ake Huron in 
the most direct line. The capital of the 
original company was to be 30,000 a 
mile. He traced the history of the various 
projects, inconnection with this line, the 
promoters of which had not a cent in their 
pockets, but who endeavoured to raise 
capital in England on the strength of the 
public lands. The. charter was renewed 
from time to time, though not a dollar 
had been spent on the line. He was sorry 
to make the admission that it made no 
difference how flagrant or howsoever char- 
acterised by stock jobbing a measure of 
that kind might be, it had almost inva~ 
riably been passed, no matter if parties 
who came before the House had not a cent, 
no matter if a search warrant would not 
get a dollar on them, they would geta 
Charter. He knew the Government 
was opposed to him in this mutter, 
and on a_ subject to which the 
Government were opposed, there was not 
much chance of getting a hearing in this 
House ; but he appealed to the justic> of 
the House not to allow the Provinces of 
Quebee and Ontario to be swindled as 
this Bill proposed to do. The original 
charter contemplated a direct line to 
Lake Huron, but in 1866 although not a 
dollar had been spent, the promoters of 
the Canada Central Railway, succee led in 
obtaining permission to divert the line 25 
miles out of the direct line,to connect with 
the Brockville and Ottawa Road at Carle- 
ton Place. Why, one of the plices to 
which it was proposed to carry a line was 
Pembroke, the scene of the recent e <ploits 
of the Finance Minister, (laughter. 


thal 
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The time for considering Private Bills 
having expired the Committee rose and 


reported progress, and asked leave to sit | 
| British Islands. 


again on Monday. 
MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the Bill respecting the certificates to 
Masters and Mates, Mr. MILLS in the 
chair. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the clause 
to which objection had been taken in the 
afternoon should be struck out, until the 
Government were prepared to submit to 
the House a scheme of Marine Education, 
if they meant to establish such a scheme, 
and if they did not, then this clause was 
superfluous. It was imprudent and un- 
wise to legislate by Orders in Council. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDON- 
ALD supported the Bill on the ground 
that they should take all means for placing 
their seamen on a similar footing to those 
of other nations. The people of Ontario 
had no inimical feeling against the people 
of the Maritime Provinces, and would like 
to see them on our inland waters. Let 
them not throw obstacles in the way by 
exhibiting narrow minded prejudices when 
the interested Maritime Provinces come 
before the House. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON was as much in fa- 
vour of the object of the Bill as the mem- 
ber for Cornwall, but the Government 
should come down with a general scheme, 
before asking for power to deal with this 
question. If this clause was acceptable to 
the representatives from the Maritime 
Provinces, he would withdraw his ob- 
jection. p 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought the Bill was 
ill-considered, and that the 14th clause 
was hastily thrown in to accomplish an 
object it did not accomplish—that was 
exceedingly objectionable. The member 
for Gaspe had stated very plainly thay 
what he wanted was three naval schools, 
With training ships. 

Mr. FORTIN saidhe had not spoken 
of training ships. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he certainlty 
understood the hon. gentleman to say so. 
He would lke to know what the hon, 
gentleman really wanted. The hon. mem- 
ber for Shelburne spoke simply of the 
necessity of having a system by which 
certificates could be given in Canada, 
and afterwards recognized in England, and 
had never uttered a word about having 
an abortive system of marine education. ° 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said there was a family 
in Yarmouth which numbered seven 
shipmasters some of whom had been round 
Cape Horn; but not one of them, unless 


Hon. Mr. Helton. 
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he had been through a course of previous 
training in England, could get permission 
to take a vessel out of a port in the 


Certificates. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he quite under- 
stood that fact; but he had not been 
speaking of that portion of the Bill at all. 
Vhe point under discussion was, what was 
to be established by the fourteenth Clause. 
It reads as follows:—‘ The Governor Gen- 
‘eral may from time to time by Order 
‘in Council, make provision for affording 
‘‘ facilities for imparting to seafaring men 
‘desirous of becoming applicants for 
‘‘gxamination for certificates of compe- 
‘‘ tency under this Act, such information 
‘as to the theory of navigation as may fit 
“them for such examination, and may 
‘defray the expenses incurred under 
‘any such Order in Council out of any 
‘““money that may be voted by the Parlia- 
‘ment of Canada for that purpose.” The 
leader of the Government had stated he 
did not intend to ask for a money vote, 
but if so, why did he insert that clause, 
if the Government thought it desirable 
next session, or even in this present ses- 
sion, to initiate a system of nautical ed- 
ucation and the establishment of a system 
of Nayal Schools, let them bring down a 
measure and he would be prepared fairly 
to consider it. He had stated that the 
clause accomplished nothing. It simply 
enabled the Government to appropriate 
money out of a fund which had no exis- 
tence. 

Mr. FORTIN said that $10,000 the sum 
required would come from Masters and 
Mates themselves before the year 1872. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—‘“ How do you in- 
tend to prove that?’ 

Mr. FORTIN said that he estimated that 
there were 1,550 vessels registered in Ca- 
nada, of a tonnage of 150 tons. Every 
master and mate of those vessels before 
the first of January, 1872, would have to 
go before the Board and take a certificate, 
the masters having to pay $5 and the mates 
$3, and that would make the sum of $10,- 
000. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he considered it 
exceedingly undesirable that such a clause 
should be passed. It would introduce an 
indefinite species of Legislation, and be- 
sides he was not willing to leave the Goy- 
ernment to go to work after the House 
had adjourned; to establish any kind of 
schools they pleased without reference to 
the constituted Legislative authorities of 
the country. It might suit the member 
for Cornwall to support that kind of Leg- 
islation, as it was exactly similar to his own 
in another place, therefore 1t was quite 
consistent for him to support it. He was 
in the habit of asking for immense sums 
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to be distributed by Orders in Council, 
and his Parliament gave him that author- 
ity. He (Mr. Mackenzie) trusted the sys- 
tem would not be allowed by that Parlia- 
ment, and that all sums of money demand- 
ed by the Government would be rigidly ex- 
amined by the House, and thatno latitude 
would be allowed to the Government for 
spending money beyond what might be 
given them for a specific purpose. He 
did not make those objections for the pur- 
pose of throwing any obstacles m the way 
of,educating their seamen, if that were a 
way of educating them. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was not the intention of Government to 
establish schools, therefore there was no 
fear of any large expenditure being incur- 
red. The Bill simply provided that the 
Government might select competent per- 
sons to examine our masters and mates. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALe 
defended his position in the House. Thr 
hon. member for Lambton could never 
hear him speak as the hon. member for 
Cornwall, but confounded his remarks 
with his course as the leader of the Ontario 
Legislature. He had never met the hon. 
gentleman anywhere without that being 
done. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—“I met the hon. 
gentleman once in my county in a tavern 
enjoying himself, and the only complaint 
he made was that there was no good 
whiskey.” 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
—‘‘T own that, and am willing to take the 
consequences.’’ He said the member for 
Lambton and his followers were noted for 
their narrow sectional views. They could 
see nothing beyond the interests of Ontar- 
io, and had no consideration for the inter- 
ests of the Maritime Provinces. He was 
supported by two-thirds of the local mem- 
bers and was quite prepared to meet the 
hon. member in that Province, and the 
hon. member should not be advertising 
in that House the weakness of his party. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the disingenu- 
ousness of the hon. member for Cornwall 
was very remarkable. He had again at- 


'. tacked him (Mr. Mackenzie) in one of his 


puerile childish attacks, which he gave 
them twenty times aSession. If the hon. 
member thought that he cared one iota 
for all that nonsense he was mistaken, and 


as to speaking of his support in the Local | 


House the hon. gentleman was supported 
in his position by the mere good will of the 
hon. gentlemen opposite, who should 
turn him out at a moment’s notice, and 
would do so when they wished. The hon. 
gentleman knew that there was not asingle 
soul who had confidence in him. He was 
a mere make shift, a jumping jack, (Oh, 
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oh, and loud laughter), that was set up 
for, the day. Another one pulled the 
string and he was obliged to jump, (renew- 
ed laughter), and yet he spoke of having a 
party. The assertion was characteristic of 
the hon. gentleman’s disingenuousness. 
He had represented him (Mr. Mackenzie) 
as opposed to the Bill, but he (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) had administered, as was admitted 
by the Minister of Justice, only a fair le- 
gitimate criticism on the Bill. He did 
not occupy his seat in the House for the: 
purpose of delivering personal rebukes, 
nor for listening to tirades, such as the 
hon. member had given them that night, 
but for the purpose of legislating. If the 
House was tired of his remarks, or any 
measure they had an easy way of manifest- 
ing it, but they had never done so. The 
hon. member for Cornwall, who had been 
talking against time that evening, and in 
the Railway Committee Room against a 
Railway Billin the interests of Ontario, 
had no right to talk to him (Mr. Macken- 
zie) about speaking about the interests of 
Ontario. But the fact was that he had 
not said anything about Ontario in the dis- 
cussion, and had accepted the Bill with 
the exception of the 14th clause. He 
apologised to the House for taking up even 
two minutes of its time by that discus- 
sion. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER protested against 
Hon. John Sandfield Macdonald making 
that measure a_ battle-ground between 
parties in Ontario. The confidence of all 
sections of the Maritime Provinces was. 
given to the Bill. He advocated the 
adoption of the 14th clause. 

After some further remarks from Mr. 
FORTIN, the clause was carried. 

The remaining clauses were adopted, 
and the Committee rose and reported. 

Third reading on Monday. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House again into Committee of Supply. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER sug- 
gested to take small items on which would 
be brief discussion. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he understood 
the Finance Minister would move the 
House into Committee at an early hour on 
Tuesday, so as to give an opportunity for 
a full discussion, and he therefore acqui- 
esced in the suggestion of the Minister of 
Militia. He gave notice that he would 
then move that the House do not go into 
Committee. 

The motion passed and the House went 
into Committee, Mr. STREET in the Chair. 

On item, $25,980 for the Department 
of Militia and Defence, 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the Minister 
of Militia could state if there was any re- 
trenchment in his Department. The 
House was asked to vote $25,000. 

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that was caused by the transfer from one 
branch to another. There was no in- 
crease. 

On item $21,587.50 for the Department 
of the Secretary of State, against $25,290 
last year, and the Department of the Secre- 
tary of State for the Provinces of $15,670, 
against $5,200 last year, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that it was owing to the Indian Depart- 
ment having been transferred. 

Mr. MACKENZIE snid the decrease in 
ene was much less than the increase in the 
other. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the Queen’s 
Printer had been transferred in addition 
to the Indian Department. 

Mr. MACKENZIE siid it was impossible 
to account for it in that way, the salary of 
the Queen’s Printer not being more than 
$2,000. 

Hon. Mr. TILEY said the North West 
question necessitated extra officials. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said there ought to be 
further explanations, and the items should 
be held over. ' 

Mr. YOUNG said the Queen’s Printer 
was very seldom in Ottawa, and he had re- 
commended the tender for Public Printing 
that was not the lowest. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
tender was given to the lowest. 


Mr. YOUNG contended that the man- 
mer in which the Queen’s Printer had re- 
ported on the tenders, led to the result 
that the lowest tender did not get the 
contract, and proceeded to give the de- 
tails in the matter. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
referred to the economical manner in 
which the Ontario Government managed 
the Public Printing. If the Dominion 
Government desired to retain the confi- 
dence of the country they must make re- 
ductions in expenses while they were pre- 
paring to put on heavier taxes. The bane 
of extravagance must not be perpetrated. 
He had seen the benefits of economical 
management. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Under which head 
does the Queen’s printer come ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Under 
that of the Secretary of State, which hag 
been voted. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD thought there could 
not be much to do in the Department of 
the Secretary of State for the Provinces, 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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but there was a good deal of work in the 
Indian Department. In that Department, 
however, the business had been grossly 
mismanaged. Letters had been written 
months ago by parties who had purchased 
land on Indian Reserves, and the Depart- 
ment had never answered them. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said there was a great 
deal more work in the Indian Department 
than he had supposed. 

Mr. THOMPSON said there were great 
complaints of the delay in the Indian De- 
partment. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said the greatest pos- 
sible despatch was used in getting through 
business. No delays had occurred since 
he had taken charge. 

Mr. BOWN said there was great injus- 
tice done by the frequent delays in the 
Indian Department. He had known cases 
in which letters had not been answered for 
three years. 

Mr. MACKENZIE bore testimony to the 
ability and industry of Mr. Spragge of the 
Indian Department, but blamed the sys- 
tem for the delay, and some difficulty 
might have been caused by Mr. Spragge’s 
desire to protect the Indians, whom some 
one must protect. He protested against 
the vicious system of allowing perqusiites, 
gratuities and extras to officials besides 
salaries. If these were abolished, the De- 


; partment could be managed much more 


cheaply. It would appear that Mr. Coffin, 
Chief Clerk of the Ordnance Department 
had received a salary as such while acting 
on the Railway Commission, and he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) asked for explanations of the 
matter. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that the salary as Ordnance Clerk was de- 
ducted from the allowance while on the 
Intercolonial Railway Commission. 


Mr. MACKENZIE pointed out that Mr. 
Coffin had received both allowances. He 
asked the Minister of Public Works, then 
Secretary of State, for explanations. 


Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN said as far as his 
Department was concerned, Mr. Coffin had 
been receiving a salary fixed by law. The 
opinion of counsel had been takeff on the 
subject, and Mr. Coffin had received his 
salary as Ordnance Clerk, as well as Com- 
missioner—Items passed. 

On the item of the Receiver General's 
Department, in answer to Mr. MACKEN. 
ZIK, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
office formerly tilled by Mr. Reiffenstein 
was filled by the promotion of one of the 
clerks of that Department. 

The item passed, and also items $56,455 
for the Finance, and $20,540 for the Cus- 
toms Department. 
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On item $18,200 for Inland Revenue, 
Hon. Mr. MORRIS explained that the in- 
crease of $5,000 over last year’s amount 
was caused by additional duties—the col- 
lection of hydraulic rents and canal tolls. 

On item $37,740 for Public Works, Hon. 
JOHN 8S. MACDONALD — enquired 
how it was that no reduction had been 
made in the staff since Confederation, 
although many public works had been un- 
dertaken by the local authorities. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained thit 
the staff was too small because there were 
many great public works in progress. 

Item $49,940, Post Office, was passed, as 
also $19,705, Agricultural Statistics ; $14,- 
210, Marine and Fisheries. On the item, 
$3,000, Treasury Board, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON protested against the 
departure from the solemn pledge given 
by the Government when this Board was 
established that it would not entail any 
additional charge on the Treasury. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Treasury Board had proved to be very 
useful in discussing questions which would 
otherwise engage much of the time of the 
Privy Council. If the member for Chat- 
eauguay was behind the scenes he would 
see that this Board was very necessary, and 
it in no way interfered with the ultimate 
responsibility of the Government. 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
total salary of Auditor Langton was $3,600. 


Item passed; also Finance Offices Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick,$2000 ; Domin- 
ion Offices, Nova Scotia, $10,600; do, New 
Brunswick $6,500, 

The Committee rose and reported pro- 
gress. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the present intention of the Government 
was to ask the House to adjourn from Thur- 
day night next to the following Tuesday ; 
but if the Government could spare Satur- 

day, they would ask the House to sit on 
that day also. 

The House adjourned at 12:25. 


Routine 


SENATE. 


Orrawa, April 11th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 
After routine business, 


BANK OF COMMERCE AND GORE BANK. 


The Bill relating to the Amalgamation 
of the Gore Bank with the Bank of Com- 
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merce, was reported from the Committee 
on Banking and Commerce, and was read 
a third time and passed. 


Business. 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN moved an address for 
copies of the correspondence since Janu- 
ary 1869, relating to the withdrawal of the 
Imperial troops from the Dominion, ant 
also relating to the transference of eny 
fortified places in the Dominion, to ths 
Dominion Government. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN said it was hardl\ wie- 
cessary for him to say that the subj: i of 
the withdrawal of the troops was one of 
great importance, especially unde; the 
present circumstances, in the face cf the 
rumours of an hostile excursion on our 
borders, and the Red River insurrection or 
rebellion on our hands. He thought those 
circumstances fully justified him in asking 
the Ministers if it was the intention to 
withdraw Her Majesty’s troops entirely 
from the Dominion, or whether we should 
be left in the course of a few months with 
only one or two regiments to protect 
our borders. It would, in the event of 
the withdrawal of the troops, become an 
important question how we should protect 
the important fortified posts which, if ru- 
mour was correct, would be surrendered 
tous.. As Parliament would be in session 
but a very short time longer, he thought 
the House should be put in possession of 
all the information which could, without 
detriment to the public interest, be 
brought down; and he had no doubt but 
that the public mind would be relieved 
from doubt by such information being 
given. He thought the withdrawal of the 
troops would be unpopular in the coun- 
try, as for upwards of one hundred years 
the country had learned to bear, in a great 
measure upon British forces for protection, 
and a good feeling had sprung up among 
the people for the troops. He could, of 
course, understand that there were many 
reasons which induced British statesmen 
to urge the withdrawal of the troops, 
some of which have great weight, but he 
would not go into the examination of them. 
He concluded by formally reading his mo- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL to a great extent 
agreed with what had been said by the 
mover; but it should be remembered that 
the main question involved in the withdraw- 
al of troops, was whether the country was 
not in ordinary times capable of maintain- 
ing peace and protecting its own borders. 
One argument, commonly used in England 
was, that Canada was a lightly taxed 
country, and that there was no reason why 
we should not be saddled with the expense 
of maintaining a force to preserve order in 


‘971 Routine (SSENATE.] Business. 972 
ordinary times of peace. He said there CENSUS. 
were circumstances which would prevent 
the Government from giving correspond- 
ence ; for instance, the correspondence was 
not closed, and it was uncertain what 
arrangement would be finally come to ; and 
besides that, it would be obviously unwise 
to publish information as to the number of 
troops which it had been proposed to re- 
tain in the country, in the face of rumours 

-of a Fenian raid. He suggested that the 
motion should stand until the close of the 

- session, and by that time he hoped to be 
in a position to give some information. 


After some words in French from the 
Hon. Mr. BUREAU, the motion was allow- 
-ed to stand over. 


The House then went into Committee of 
the Whole on the Census Bill—Hon. Mr. 
FERRIER in the chair. The Committee 
rose and reported and the Bill was read the 
third time. 


PENITENTIARY. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Penitentiary Amendment 
Bill. 


SECOND READINGS. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the second 
reading of the Peace in the Vicinity of 
Public Works Preservation Bill; also the 
Officers in Canada Security Bill; the Per- 
jury Act Amendment Bill; and the Banks 
and Banking Bill, which were read the sec- 
ond time. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the second 
reading of the Canadian Artists’ Society 
Bull.—Carried. 

The House then adjourned till 7:30. 


SOREL SHIGNIORY. 


Hon. Mr. GUEVREMONT moved for a Se- 
lect committee to enquire into grievances 
complained of by the land owners on the 
Crown Seigniory of Sorel, as to the seig- 
niorialrents and dues collected on lands 
held by men and originally granted to U. 
E. Loyalists and others in free and com- 
mon soccage. 


After some discussion the motion was 
carried. 


AFTER RECESS. 
DOMINION NOTES. 


The House went into Committee on the 
Dominion Notes Issue Regulation Amend- 
ment Bill, Hon. Mr. MACDONALD in the 
chair. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL had not supposed, 
on the second reading of the Bill in the af- 
ternoon, that there would be any serious 
objections raised to the Bill, had he been 
aware ot any such objection, he should not 
perhaps have proposed the House into Com- 
mittee on the second sitting of the day, al- 
though the House had shewn a general 
desire to push forward business. He 
doubted whether it would be wise for 
the House to attempt a revision of the 
Bill, for although it was quite competent 
for the House to do so if it choose, still it 
was not one of those questions upon 
which it would be wise for the House to 
attempt to revise the action of the other 
House. He threw that out as a sugges- 
tion to the House, not as a hint that the 
Government would resist or shrink from 
the discussion of the Bill. He then went 
on to explain the classes of subjects which, 
in accordance with British practice, came 
more properly under the particular 
criticism of the House. He then showed 
that an objection taken on the second 
reading, by the Hon. Mr. Ritchie, to the 
provision which would allow the Govern- 
ment to issue notes in excess 
of issue of nine millions, by holding 
dollar for dollar in gold, was groundless. 
It was not, he said, at all likely that the 


MONTREAL AND CHAMPLAIN RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER moved the third 
reading of the Montreal and Champlain 
Junction Railway Bill.—Carried. 


DOMINION NOTES. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the sec- 
ond reading of the Dominion Notes Issue 
Regulation Amendment Bill. 


The Hon. mover said as the Bill had 
been so much discussed in the other 
branch of the Legislature, it was hard- 
ly necessary for him to review its provis- 
ions at length. He would suggest that a 
formal stage could be taken, and if dis- 
cussion was desired, it could be taken at 
some future stage. He then briefly ex- 
plained the leading principle of the Bill. 

Hon. Mr. RITCHIE was understood as 
objecting to the provision in the Bill which 
would give the Government power to issue 
notes in excess of amount of nine millions. 
He could not see what was the object in is- 
suing notes, when dollar for dollar in gold 
would have to be held, and was afraid that 
this would lead to an evasion. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the object it 
was quite clear, was to provide for the ex- 
pansion of the circulation of the Banks. 

After some remarks from the Hons. 
Messrs. WILMOT, McPHERSON, SIMP- 
SON, McMASTER and ROSS, the Bill was 
read the second time. 


Hon. Mr. Campbell. 
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Government would issue one dollar more 
than necessary over the nine millions, for 
they must hold gold for such excess, and 
nothing could be gained by an unnecessary 
issue. It was idle to suppose the Govern- 
ment would abuse their power by issuing 
notes for which no gold was held. They 
would not be likely to do that in face of 
the fact that they would have to meet 
Parliament every year and give strict ae- 
count of what had been done. After some 
further remarks, he strongly urged the 
Committee to refrain from placing the 
House in a position of antagonism to the 
other branch of the Legislature. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY thoughtif the House 
was not to discuss such Bills, the other 
House might just as well be informed at 
once that concurrence was given as a mat- 
ter of course. With respect to the objec- 
tionable clause, what was wanted was the 
explanation of the provision authorizing 
the Government to issue in excess of nine 
millions. _ lt was true that gold, dollar for 
dollar would have to be held, but he could 
not see what was to be gained by holding 
gold for notes issued; the provision was 
so extraordinary he wanted explanation. 

Hon. Mr. RITCHIE had ro desire to 
embarrass legislation, but the provision re- 
ferred to appeared to him extraordinary, 
and he could not let the Bill pass without 
calling attention thereto. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT looked at the Bill as 
a whole, andiwithout any reference to the 
Government or otherwise, held that the 


scheme embodied in it was a step in the]. 


right direction—an effort for securing an 
uniform circulating medium, and he was 
sure it met with the general approval of the 
country. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON was under- 
stood to contend that the Bill would give 
the Government unrestricted power in the 
issue of notes, and to that he strongly ob- 
jected. He was afraid it would be delusive 
to expect that any Government would 
hold a dollar in gold for a note issued, and 
the power given might be a temptation to 
evade the law. 

After some remarks from several mem- 
bers,— 

Hon. Mr. REESOR said he was opposed 
to the principle of the Bill, for he believed 
it was the introduction of a Bank of Issue. 
As the principle of the Bill had, however, 
been sanctioned in the other branch of the 
Legislature, he would be satisfied if 
modifications were made to remove some 
objections, : 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY, while unable to 
see the reason for holding a dollar in gold 
fora note issued, contended that if the 
clause was struck out of the Bill, the Goy- 
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ernment would still have the same power, 
that is, they could issue notes without 
holding gold if they were disposed to trans- 
gress the law. 


After some remarks from Hon. Mr. 
CAUCHON, the Committee rose and re- 
ported the Bill without amendment. 


Notes. 


BILLS IN COMMITTEE. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the following Bills : 

The Peace in Vicinity of Public Works 
Preservation Bill; the Officers in Canada 
Security Bill; the Perjury Act Amendment 
Bill; and the Banks and Banking Bill; 
which were respectively reported and or- 
dered for the third reading to-morrow. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 11, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3 
o’clock. 


BANKING AND COMMERCE AND MER- 
CHANTS’ BANK OF HALIFAX. 


The report of the Committee on Bank- 
ing and Commerce, with a Bill to amend 
the Act incorporating the Merchants’ Bank 
of Halifax, was presented. 


DEATH OF A MEMBER. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE rose to move the ad- 
journment of the House in consequence of 
the death of Mr. Chipman, of Kings who 
had been ill for some ten days, and who 
had succumbed to his disease on Sunday 
morning. At the present moment the 
House was pressed with business and the 
motion he was about to make might, per- 
haps, be distasteful to some members who 
were anxious to get through with the busi. 
ness ; but after the decision of the other day 
he felt the House would hardly care that 
the solemn compliment like an adjourn- 
ment should be paid in one case and not in 
another. He need not say anything of his 
dead friend more than this. He was not 
much known here, and perhaps from his 
peculiar desire to keep himself reserved, 
he was not so much esteemed as he would 
have been had he been longer here, and 
had became more thoroughly known. But 
he (Mr. Howe) could assure the House 
that in the large and fine county which the 
deceased represented his loss would be 
much felt. Hewasa kind father and an atf- 
fectionate husband, an energetic and active 
merchant, and a valuable public man. 
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He (Mr. Howe) felt sorry that his loss had 
come to his family at this distance from 
home, but it would be some consolation to 
them to know that his friends, Dr. Tupper 
~ and Dr. Forbes, both gentlemen from: his 
own country, and his familiar associates, 
were in constant attendance upon him, 
ministering to his comfort, andseeing that 
he was properly cared for during his illness. 
He made this motion with great reluctance 
and great sorrow. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he would be do- 
ing violence to his feelings if he did not 
add his tribute of respect for the memory 
of the departed gentleman, and express 
that feeling of sorrow which he was satisfied 
was entertained by every member of the 
House. It was not his good fortune, as it 
was that of the honourable mover of this 
motion, to possess the political confidence 
of the late Mr. Chipman, but he could 
with equal sincerity speak of the position 
he held in his own Province. As one of 
the most respected of the agricultural class, 
as a highly successful merchant he had the 
confidence and esteem of the whole com- 
munity in which he lived. He was a mem- 
ber of one of the most respected fami- 
lies in his Province; at all times 
by his personal conduct, his _ high 
character as aman, he obtained the con- 
fidence and esteem of all who knew him. 
He was quite sure that had he been per- 
mitted to remain longer with us, it would 
only have been to increase the feeling of 
regard and esteem with which gentlemen 
on both sides of the House regarded him. 
Moved in terms so appropriate as this mo- 
tion had been, he would not have said a 
single word, had he not felt it his duty 
not only to the friends of Mr. Chipman 
but to the community where he died, to 
state that he could not, if at home have 
been surrounded with greater comfort and 
care than he experienced here. He was 
not only surrounded by the sympathies of 
all who knew him,but from the time he was 
first taken ill his friend Dr. Forbes who re- 
sided with him gave him the closest per- 
sonal attention. When the disease from 
which he died developed itself, he sent 
for him (Dr. Tupper) to consult with Dr. 
Forbes. They obtained accomodation for 
him, and from that day till the hour of 
his death he received the care and atten- 
tion of his medical advisers, Dr. Codd, a 
very intelligent gentleman who was in con- 
stant attendance at the hospital, Dr. 
Forbes, Dr. Grant and himself,—but also 
the most constant and assiduous care on 
the part of the nurses and persons in charge 
of the hospital. He made this statement 
because he knew it would be gratifying to 
his friends to know, that nothing that could 
contribute in the least degree to his com- 
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fort was wanting. A near neighbour, Miss 
Fleming, was kind enough to send a ser- 
vant to the door every day to ascertain 
what could contribute to his comfort, and 
every assistance that could be rendered by 


the most assiduous and constant care of his. 


friends was given. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said he was one of 
those who had only known Mr. Chipman 
for a short time, and in his character as a 
public man, but from the first he had ob- 
served his independence ofcharacter and 
practical good sense, and he felt that they 
had lost a usefuland good representative. 
From the first time he had heard Mr. Chip- 
man, in his own admirable way ofspeaking, 
he felt that he was a man of perfect inde- 
pendence of character, fearless in the advo- 
cacy of the rights of his own constituents 
and Province, and it must be aregret toall 
of them to hear that he departed from 
them in a manner which must be painful 
and sad to his family. It was only a proper 
mark of respect to his memory for the 
House to adjourn, and he would’ beg to 
second the motion. 

The House adjourned at 3:35 till 3 o’clock 
to-morrow. 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 12th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock, and after the usual routine pro- 
ceedings— 


RED RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY arose and said—lI 
rise to move the motion of which I gave 
notice on a previous day. Ineed merely 
preface it by saying that I understand that 
a number of gentlemen, familiar with the 
Red River country, are now at Ottawa, and 
able to give us most important information. 
respecting the resources of the territory, 
which will be read with the deepest inter- 
est. I think it would bea favourable 
opportunity to obtain and preserve such 
information as will be reliable, and enable 
us to form an accurate estimate of the 
climate and capabilities of the Red River 
country. Ashon. gentlemen are aware 
we have already a good deal of information 
concerning the country, drawn from vari- 
ous sources, but for the most part that 


information has been gathered from per-. 


sons who have only had a partial acquaint- 
ance with the territory. Some of the gen- 
tlemen now here are natives of Red River, 
and well acquainted with the whole 
country, and the information they are able, 
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and I believe willing to give us on the sub- 
ject, must be invaluable to us at the pre- 
sent time. when the country is to be 
opened up to settlement. I wish the 
House to understand that I do not propose 
to make any enquiry with respect to the 
disturbances which are said to exist in the 
territory. My object is simply to collect 
such information regarding the climate 
and resources as will be useful for refer- 
ence. For these reasons I would move :— 


Resolved,—That a Committee of the Sen- 
ate be appointed on the subject of Rupert’s 
Land, Red River, and the North West 
Territory, with a view of collecting infor- 
mation respecting the condition, climate, 
soil, population, resources, and natural 
products of the country, its trade, institu- 
tions, and capabilities, and the means of 
access thereto, with power to send for 
persons and papers. And that such Com- 
mittee be composed of the following 
persons:—Hon. The Postmaster General, 
Hon. Mr. Dickson, Hon. Mr. Botsford, Hon. 
Mr. Letellier de St. Just, Hon. Mr. Locke, 
Hon. Mr. Burnham, Hon. Mr. Dickey, Hon. 
Mr. Sanborn, Hon. Mr. McClelan, (of New 
Brunswick), Hon. Mr. Benson, Hon. Mr. 
Miller, Hon. Mr. Dumouchel, Hon. Mr. 
Reesor, Hon. Mr. Oliver, and the mover ; 
three to be a quorum. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—There can be no 
objection on the part of the Government 
to the motion of the hon. gentleman. 
The Committee which it is proposed to 
form, will be able to gather a great deal of 
information, which may be of much value 
tothe country- Therefore I cordially as- 
sent to the motion of my hon. friend. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I have laid on the 
table a question of some public import- 
ance, and I shall simply state that in the 
paper called the New Nation, I find a state- 
ment with respect to what is called a 
legislature, before which Bishop '‘laché, who 
1s styled an accredited envoy sent out by 
this country, is represented to have made 
the following statement :—‘‘I would, as a 
parting request, express my desire that all 
representatives present, but especially 
those from the English speaking popula- 
tion, should exert all their influence and 
efforts among the people in their respec- 
tive localities, to give them to understand 
the necessity of union, to preserve order, 
to abide by the laws of the established Gov- 
ernment, and to see that nothing ever oc- 
curs again to disturb the peace of the 
settlement.’ The House will not be sur- 
prised to hear that such a statement was 
received with loud cheers. This matter 
is of some importance; for if the state- 
ment I have just given be founded on fact 
—if the existing Government at Red River 
be a recognized Government, then I would 
wish to know in what light the murder of 
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poor Scott is to be regarded. If the exe- 
cution be a murder, how in any sense can 
Riel and his Council be an established and 
legal Government. I do not wish to create 
anything like a discussion, or embarrass 
the Ministry, but I feel the House and 
country should have information on the 
points that 1 have referred to in the fol- 
lowing questions, which I now beg per- 
mission to put to the Government :—Whe- 
ther Bishop Taché has been accredited by 
the Government to the authorities at Red 
River? and whether the Government have 
received intelligence that the Bishop has 
recognized the Riel Government as the 
established Government and recommend- 
ed the people to submit to that Govern- 
ment and not to oppose it hereafter ? 
Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied—I hope 
the House will allow me, before referring 
to the question put by the hon. member, 
to allude to what fell from him yesterday 
when he gave notice of his motion. The 
remark of mine to which he refers I made 
by way of badinage, and nothing could 
have been more foreign from my desire 
than to give pain to my hon. friend. I 
think Imay appeal to my hon. friend, to 
give me credit for the absence of any in- 
tention to say anything whatever calculat- 
ed to wound the feelings of any hon. gen- 
tleman. With respect to the question which 
my hon. friend has put to the Govern- 
ment, I beg to say that Bishop Taché, who 
has long been the Bishop of the Red River 
country, was asked to use, on his return to 
his diocese, the great influence which he 
justly possesses—from his sacred charac- 
ter and long residence, and high standing 
in the country—in the cause of the resto- 
ration of peace and order. In that way 
only did he go to the Red River country, 
at the instance of the Government. He 
has not been sent to any authority there 
as an accredited envoy. There were no 
authorities in that country which were re- 
cognized by the Dominion Government ; 
but, as I have said, the Bishop did go in- 
to the country to use his influence in the 
support of order, and Lam quite confident 
that anything his Lordship may have said 
or done, since he went into the territory, 
has been in that direction. It is not just 
to judge of his action by any newspaper 
reports. Ihave the honour of knowing 
His Lordship, and I am sure that he has 
the same aim in view that we all have—the 
restoration of peace. It will be time 
enough to blame him when we have 
reliable facts before us. I am confident 
whatever steps he may have taken have 
been guided by mature judgment, with a 
full knowledge of the people amongst whom 
he lives, and with the desire to promote 
the well-being and happiness of those un- 
der his charge. With reference to the 
second question, [ may answer that the 
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Government have not received any intelli- 
gence from His Lordship that he has re- 
cognized the Government of Riel or recom- 
mended the people to submit to it. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY—I do not wish to 
protract discussion, and have no intention 
to say anything with respect to the an- 
swer that the Hon. Postmaster General 
has given to the question I put to the 
Government; but it is due to that hon. 
gentleman to say that ever since I have 
been a member of this House I have borne 
testimony to his invariable courtesy, 
especially in his official capacity, as the 
leader of the Senate. After the remarks 
that have just been made by that hon. gen- 
tleman, I acknowledge at once that I must 
have totally misapprehended the words 
that fell from him on a previous occasion. 
Perhaps, I am one of the first to indulge 
in similar badinage, and I, therefore, ac- 
cept his explanations in the same spirit in 
which they have been made. 


Penitentiary 


BILLS. 


The following Bills were then read a 
third time and passed :— 
Dominion Notes Issue Regulation Bill. 
Peace in Vicinity of Public Works Pre- 
servation Bill. 
Public Officers 
Bill. 


Perjury Act Amendment Bill. 

Banks and Banking Bill. 

The Bill in reference to the Montreal 
Sun Insurance Company was read a second 


time and referred to the Committee on 
Private Bills. 


in Canada Security 


PENITENTIARY AMENDMENT BILL. 


The House then went into Committee 
on the Bill intituled ‘“‘An Act to amend 
the Penitentiary Act of 1868,’ Hon. Mr. 
McLELAN in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL explained the 
reasons why it was necessary to stipulate 
in the fifth section that ‘no person sen- 
tenced in New Brunswick or Nova Scotia 
to imprisonment with hard labour for less 
than two years, shall be received or im- 
prisoned in the Penitentiary from and 
after the Ist day of May, 1872.” It ap- 
peared, he said, that the jails in the Mari- 
time Provinces were not of as good a char 
acter as those in Ontario and Quebec, and 
the custom there was to send persons under 
sentence for limited periods to the Provin- 
cial Penitentiaries. The Penitentiaries 
belonged to the Dominion, and it was only 
fair that the same rule which obtained 
in Ontario and Quebec should be carried 
out in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
and persons under sentence for less than 
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two years, should be henceforth sent to 
the county jails. It had been proved by 
experience that to send persons to peni- 
tentiaries for periods of less than two years 
was not in the direction of reformation.Since 
however, the arrangements in the Lower 
Provinces were not yet complete for keep- 
ing such individuals in prison, it was pro- 
posed that the change, contemplated in 
the Bill, should not take place until the 
firstof May, 1872. The municipalities, in 
the meanwhile, should prepare for the 
change which was certainly of a most 
desirable character. With respect to the 
other clauses, he would mention the 
changes were very slight. In the original 
Bill, the keepers were appointed by the 
Inspectors, but now the Wardens were to 
have the appointments. This change was 
desirable, inasmuch as the Inspectors were 
only on the spot occasionally. Hitherto 
every Warden was bound to find security 
to,a largeamount. That was undoubtedly 
desirable with respect to the large Peni- 
tentiaries like the one at Kingston ; but 
such was not the case with respect to the 
smaller institutions of the Maritime Proy- 
inces. It was therefore provided in the 
Bill that the Wardens should give security 
as it might be determined by the Governor 
in Council. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY made a few remarks, 
but they were entirely maudible in the 
gallery, and Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL made 
explanations in reply. 


Hon. Mr. WARK did not think it fair to 
Nova Scotia or New Brunswick to force 
them to incur the liabilities which they 
would have to incur under the Bill, accord- 
ing to the statement of the hon. Postmas- 
ter General. In his own county there was 
no means of employing such prisoners, 
and it would be positive cruelty to keep 
them in the cells of the county jails. He 
did not think such legislation would be 
acceptable to the people of the Maritime 
Provinces. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY thought the result 
of the Bill would be, that more prisoners 
than ever would be found in the peniten- 
tiaries under sentence for two years. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not see any 
reason why the penitentiaries in the Lower 
Provinces should be sustained on princi- 
ples different from those in force in On- 
tario or Quebec. It was not fair that the 
Dominion should be called upon to pay for 
the imprisonment of men guilty of offences 
against merely local regulations. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT was not at all sat &' 
fied with the way that Confederation was 
being worked out. Looking over the Peni- 
tentiary returns he found that those insti- 
tutions cost more than ever to keep up. 
The same remark would apply to the Cus- 
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toms, and other departments under the 
control of the Dominion. Confederation, 
under such circumstances, might be a 
boon, but he could not see how. As re- 
spects the present measure, he was satis- 
fied it would give very general dissatisfac- 
tion among the people of the Maritime 
Provinces. It was of course futile for him 
or any other representative from those 
sections to object, inasmuch as they had 
not the strength to make their objections 
felt. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL thought that the 
remarks of his hon. friénd were scarcely 
fair to the Government under present. cir- 
cumstances. The Government had always 
given the best consideration to the claims 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, as well 
as of the other sections. As respects the 
arguments that were used against the Bill 
under discussion, he did not think they 
were justified by the actual facts of the 
‘case. If the management of the peniten- 
tiary of New Brunswick had not, under 
Confederation, been taken out of the con- 
trol of the local authorities, universal 
dissatisfaction must have arisen. ‘The 
rural districts would not have been much 
longer content to have the penitentiary 
filled with persons who had been sen- 
tenced in the police court for infringement 
of the municipal regulations of the city of 
St. John. Sucha system was manifestly 
unjust, and could not have been maintained 
even if Confederation had never been car- 
ried out. Neither was it fair now that of- 
fenders against the law, under such short 
sentences, should be sustained at the 
public expense in a Provincial institution. 
As respects the remarks of the hon. gen- 
geman, (Mr. Wilmot), they were not sup- 
ported by the facts of the operation of 
Confederation. Not merely Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, but the whole 
Dominion had participated in the beneficial 
results accruing from the Union. He was 
sure that the House wouldagree with him, 
that whenever legislation was desir- 
able, no distinction should be made 
between the Provinces constituting the 
_ Union. Under the Act of Confederation, it 
was decided that the Dominion should 
take charge of the penitentiaries, and it 
was manifestly the duty of the Govern- 
ment to render them uniform as respect 
their working. The railways were also 
under the control of the Dominion; and 
would it be argued that we should allow 
Nova Scotia to work her lines on a system 
different from that in practice in the 
other sections. The object should be to 
assimilate the laws in the different Pro- 
vinces wherever it was practicable; and 
there could be no doubt that uniformity as 
respects the penitentiaries was very requis- 
ite. 
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Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON was understood 
to differ from the Hon.Minister of Marine as 
respects the class of criminals sent to the 
penitentiary of New Brunswick from St. 
John, and made some other remarks which 
were inaudible. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL was of the impres- 
sion that the cases he had referred to were 
the rule rather than the exception. As 
respects the Hastern extension, his hon. 
friend was quite mistaken, The desire for 
uniformity had not in that particular taken 
any money out of the Treasury. On the 
contrary the desire of the Dominion Gov- 
ernment to meet the just wishes of the 
representatives of the people, so far from 
taking money out, had actually puta large 
sum into the Treasury. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD thought it a very 
questionable policy to pass such a bill, 
as the uniformity intended to ke established 
would entail a serious burthen on the 
counties of New Brunswick, without bene- 
fitting the public interests inthe end. He 
was of opinion that the effect of the mea- 
sure would be to defeat the ends of jus- 
tice. If uniformity was desirable, let the 
measure be so amended as to allow Ontario 
and Quebec the privilege of sending pri- 
soners for less than a year or six months 
to the penitentiaries. It would be a per- 
version of justice to keep men without 
employment in the small, unhealthy cells 
of county jails. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the ex- 
perience of persons who had given a great 
deal of study to the subject had been to 
prove that it was ef no avail, in a reforma- 
tory point of view, to send persons to peni- 
tentiaries for periods less than two years. 
Reports from Commissioners appointed to 
make enquiries into the subject were at 
the service of honourable gentlemen who 
wished to inform themselves on the points 
in question. It must be remembered also 
that the penitentiaries were already crowd- 
ed, and if the system supported by hon- 
ourable gentlemen was carried out, they 
would be altogether insufficient. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD proposed an 
amendment to the fifth clause, that no 
person sentenced to less than a year 
should be sent to the penitentiary. 


Hon. Mv. CAMPBELL said that he would 
mention the objections of hon. gentlemen 
to the Minister of Justice. 

Hon. Mv. WARK again urged his ob- 
jections to the clause in question, and 
stated th.t he dissented from the state- 
ment that had been made by the Minister 
of Marine respecting the prisoners sent to 
the penitentiary from the city of St. John. 
If it was desired that such a Bill should 
become law, at all events let the counties 
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be authorized to send their criminals to 
the penitentiary on condition of paying 
the expenses entailed. It was far better 
to do this than to immure them in the cells 
of jails. 

The Bill was finally allowed to pass 
through Committee and reported up with- 
out any amendment. 


THE MURDER OF SCOTT. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR gave notice of a mo- 
tion to the effect, that in the opinion of the 
Senate the execution of Scott could not 
be regarded in any other light than asa 
cruel murder, and that if the Government 
met or recognized any delegation of per- 
sons, sharing the responsibility of this 
murder, they would compromise them- 


selves and shock the moral sense of the 


people of Canada. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said, I hope that 
my hon. friend will not give notice of this 
motion. A discussion could not take place 
without the gravest inconvenience and 
danger to the public service. I cannot 
conceive how any good can result from 
any discussion on such a motion. The 
execution of the unfortunate man took 
place in a country which is not yet a part 
of Canada; and we might just as well ex- 
press an opinion respecting any murder 
which has taken place in Great Britain or 
any of her Colonies. Any discussion that 
might now arise might cause a great deal 
of angry feeling, and exercise an injurious 
effect on those efforts which are now be- 
ing made, and which every one wishes to 
see successfully made, to restore peace 
and order to the North West Territory. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR.—It is no doubt the 
fact, that there is animpression abroad that 
the Government are unwilling to recognize 
their responsibility in this matter to the 
fullest extent. I cannot appreciate the 
argument of the Postmaster-General, 
that we have as much interest in any mur- 
der that might take place in any other 
section of the empire as we could have in 
that which is now creating so much feeling 
throughout the Dominion. Nor when we 
consider that the Government of Canada 
treated with the Home Government for the 
purchase of the territory—that an Act 
of Parliament was passed, endorsing the 
purchase—that surveyors were sent out to 
open up communications—that a Govern- 
ment was regularly sent out,—that Cana- 
dians went to settle in the territory in good 
faith ; when we consider all these facts, we 
cannot understand the position taken by 
the Postmaster-General. Mr. Scott was 
serving under the surveyor sent out by the 
Government and was not guilty of 


any crime whatever that was desery- 
ing of punishment. I think it is 
Hon. Mr. Wark. 
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the duty of Parliament to protest against 
the Government receiving any delegates 
that may be sent here by the insurgents. 
The resolution will simply express the 
feelings of what, I believe, to be a majority 
of the members of the Senate. If there 
has been any mistake heretofore commit- 
ted, let it be rectified immediately. At 
the time the Home Government sent a 
force to Abyssinia, they did not consider 
where Abyssinia was situated; it was suff- 
cient to know that Englishmen were un- 
justly detained. We have no evidence 
that the Abyssinian prisoners were treated 
halfas badly as thg loyal inhabitants of 
Red River had been by Riel and his band. 
Ido not wish to create any angry “iscus- 
sion, but I must say that I think it is to 
be deplored that the Government have not 
expressed their opinions more strongly 
with respect to the insurrection in the 
territory, and explained their intentions 
more fully. 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN—I would urge my hon. 
friend to withdraw his notice of motion. 
I feel as strongly as any man can with re- 
gard to the events that have taken place 
in the territory. Ido not yield to any one 
in a sincere desire to see ;the authority of 
the law permanently established at Red 
River, but I would urge my hon. friend 
most earnestly, coming as he does like 
myself from Ontario, where so much feel- 
ing exists on this question, to listen to the 


| suggestion that has been thrown out by 


the Postmaster General and withdraw his 
motion. I was gratified to notice the 
spirit in which the hon. gentleman, the 
other day, approached the question of Red 
River, and I would appeal to him to deal 
with it now in the same patriotic manner. 
It is useless to disguise the fact that an 
unfortunate catastrophe has occurred in 
the North West, but I believe it is the earn- 
est desire of the Government to restore 
peace and order to the territory. We have 
no authority, however, over the territory 
at this moment, and the whole question is 
surrounded with a great deal of difficulty 
and must be approached with the greatest 
possible amount of caution. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN—The Government 
have had hitherto what is called the con- 
ciliatory policy, and there is a large party 
which has been much excited by recent 
events, and holds the opinion that such a 
policy ought not to be continued. So far 
as anything has fallen from the mouths of 
members of the Government, there has 
been no indication of a change of policy. 
This delegation to which reference is 
made, according to statements in the 
other branch of the Legislature, is to be 
recognized ; and I think we ought to give 
some expression to what we believe to be 
the wishes and feelings of the country with 
respect to this question. 
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Hon. Mr. REESOR—No sufficient reason 
has yet been given why this resolution 
should be withdrawn. My opinion from 
the commencement—and it is strengthen- 
ed as time passes—has been that the 
Government have been too slow in dealing 
with this question. The House will re- 
member the state of things in Kansas a 
few years ago, when South was pitted 
against North, and blood was shed in fights 
between the contending parties. ‘That 
difficulty at the outset was treated by the 
Washington Government just as the Red 
River matter has been dealt with. They 
left the matter to be settled by the people 
of the territory, and the result was a fear- 
ful contest which raged for a long time. 
Now, if the Government had issued a pro- 
clamation immediately, and sent out a 
force to preserve order, the difficulty 
would never have .reached such dimen- 
sions. The feelingin Ontario, I must say, 
is intensified by what is believed to be the 
supineness and apathy of the Government. 
It the Government had given a decided ex- 
pression of opinion—that it was deter- 
mined to protect British subjects in the 
territory, [am satisfied in my own mind 
that the murder would never have been 
committed. Allthat 1 now desire is to urge 
the Government to pursue that course 
which they should follow, if they have any 
regard to their own duty or the feeling of 
the country. 

Hon. Mr. WARK.—I must frankly say 
that I think the present would be a most 
injudicious time to bring up such a discus- 
sion as the motion in question would create. 
We have no right,in my opinion, to call upon 
the Government now to declare what course 
they intend to pursue in a matter in which 
the public interests are so deeply involved. 
If the question is to be discussed, let it be 
done next year, when we shall be in a po- 
sition to know what steps have been taken. 


Hon. Mr. HOLMES.—I agree with the 
remarks that have fallen from the hon. 
gentleman who has justsat down. I think 
the Government are entitled to pursue the 
course they have decided on, without in- 
terference, at the present important crisis. 
We have had more difficulties than this 
Red River business to contend with; and 
I have no doubt whatever we shall sur- 
mount it triumphantly. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Of course the 
hon. gentleman is the best judge of his 
own responsibilty in this matter; but he 
must see thit the sense of the House is in 
favour of the withdrawal of the motion. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD—Of course the 
hon. gentl mn his a perfect right to give 
expression to his opinions, but there is one 
remuk [I would like to make; and that is, 
I think the Government, after the exhibi- 
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tion of public sentiment that is made on 
all sides, will be very charry before recog- 
nizing the delegates as coming from the 
Provisional Government. Under present 
circumstances, public opinion is so strong 
with reference to Red River, that the hon. 
gentleman may safely leave the matter in 
the hands of the Government. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR—I cannot see why 
the Dominion should ever have gone to 
the expense of opening up a highway to 
the territory, if, as it has been intimated, 
we have no interest or right there. How- 
| ever, I cannot but believe, and certainly I 

hope, that it is the intention of the Gov- 
| ernment to protect the rights of British sub- 
| jects in the North West, and with that view 
| I shall withdraw my motion. 


THE ADJOURNMENT. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS allowed his motion with 
reference to an adjournment,—(that when 
the House rose, it should stand adjourned 
until Wednesday the 20th)—to stand until 
the following day. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL éxplained that it 
was the intention of the Government in 
Commons toask only for an adjournmeént 
on Friday and Monday next, and to meet 
on Saturday. He would ask the Senate to 
meet to-morrow, and request members 
sufficient to form a quorum to remain in 
town. It was desirable that the public 
business should be advanced as expediti- 
ously as possible. 

The House then adjourned until three 
o'clock the next day. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, April 12th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


MERCHANTS’ BANK, HALIFAX. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD moved that the 
fee for the Bill respecting the Merchants’ 
Bank, Halifax, be remitted; in favour of 
which the Committee had reported. Car- 
ried. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
a Bill respecting theDepartment of Finance. 
He stated that the object was to do away 
with one of the Deputy Heads. Read the 
first time. 


~~ 


BANK OF UPPER CANADA. 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE the Hon. 
Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the Bill rela- 
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ting to Bank of Upper Canada would be in- 
troduced in a day or two. 


RED RIVER. 


Before the orders of the day were called, 
Mr. MACKENZIE asked if it was not high 
time to have the report of Commissioner 
Smith laid on the table. Of course the 
House was aware that individual members 
had seen many parties from the North West 
since the last conversation on the subject 
in the House; and that various statements 
were in circulation, some of them, he must 
say, not very complimentary of the Govern- 
ment Commissioner. But whatever course 
the Government might ultimately deter- 
mine to take, he thought 1t was extremely 
desirable that this House should bein pos- 
session of all the information that their 
own Commissioner now returned could give 


them, and that this should not be put off 


from day to day merely to suit the conven- 
ience of a Commissioner who went to visit 
his family. This was the excuse given 
by the Government for not laying the in- 
formation before the House at an earlier 
day. It was quite evident that there was 
extreme anxiety, and very great irritabili- 
ty in the public mind at present, and that 
irritability and anxiety were likely to con- 
tinue and possibly to increase, and find 
expression in perhaps a not very legitimate 
way, unless the House and through the 
House the country, were informed as fully 
as possible, of what the Government in- 
tended to do, and the steps that had been 
taken by the Commissioners. Until the 
report of the Commissioners was laid be- 
fore the House, he did not intend to say 
anything that would in any way embarrass 
the Government, or complicate any fur- 
ther an already complicated state of attairs. 
But he did intend, as soon as the House 
was in possession of the papers, to take 
some steps to bring the whole subject be- 
fore the Louse. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the reason why Mr. Smith’s report was not 
before the House, was that the Govern- 
ment had not yet received it. The mis- 
sion was a very important one and of a 
delicate nature, and when Mr. Smith ar- 
rived here, he was asked to make his re- 
port. He was now busy in the prepara- 
tion of it. When in Red River Territory 
he was surrounded by circumstances, 
of very great difliculty, and he was 
obliged to ask him (Siv John) to hand him 
back the letters he had himself written, 
in order that he could prepare a correct 
report. He (Mr. Smith) was unable to 
keep with safety, as he thought, such 
papers about him while in the ‘Territory. 
fle was now preparing his report, and he 
(Sir John) expected to receive it every 
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hour, and as soon as it was received it 
would be submitted to the House. 


The matter was then dropped. 
EASTER RECESS. 


Mr. MASSON said they were led to be- 
lieve when they came here that the ses- 
sion would be over by Easter. It looked 
now as if the House would be here till 
June, and he thought that they should ad- 
journ to-morrow till Tuesday. Saturday 
they required to prepare for Kaster duties. 


Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the pro- 
posal. They ought not to adjourn except 
for Friday, and sit on Saturday, otherwise 
there would be great delay. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they were in the hands of the House. 
Asfar as the Ministry were personally 
concerned, they had no object in adjourn- 
ing, their homes being here. There seem- 
ed to him to be a majority against the 
proposal to adjourn. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that if Monday 
was not a matter of obligation on the con- 
science of any member, he would propose 
they should sit on Monday. He had no 
doubt that ifthe majority felt free to act 
on their own impulses, they would consent 
to the adjournment, but he felt it would 
be perfectly unfair to those at a distance 
to compel this adjournment. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that in Courts of 
Justice the statutory holidays, unless ob- 
ligatory to do so, were not observed. 


Mr. JONES said he hoped it would not 
go to the country that this House on a 
matter of genvral interest should be guid- 
ed by the practice of lawyers. 

It was then agreed that the House sit 
on Siturday at the usual hour, three 
o'clock. 


INTERCOLONIAL RATLWAY. 


On motion that the House go into Com- 
mittee Hon. Sir A. T. GALT moved that 
the SPEAKER do not now leave the Chair 
but that it be resolved :— 

‘That the present system under which 
the Intercolonial Railway is being con- 
structed as a Public Work of the Domin- 
ion is expensive and unsatisfactory: That 
itis not inthe Public interest that the Gov- 
ernment should be charged with the main- 
tenance and working of Railways—and 
that in the opinion of this House it is de- 
sirable that steps should be immediately 
taken to ascertain whether arrangements 
can not be made with responsible parties 
for the construction of the Intercolonial 
Railway as a private enterprise—including 
existing contracts—and for the acquisition 
of existing Dominion Ruiways—in part 
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payment thereof—whereby a very large | 
sum may be savedin the cost of the for- 
mer work, and the Government relieved 
from the difficult and expensive duty of 
managing an extensive Railway system.” 
He referred to the English practice with 
reference to motions of this kind where 
they were not considered motions of want of 
contidence.He did not desire to offer his mo- 
tion as a want ofconfidence, the motion on 
reference to Hansard, he found that from 
1832 to 1836 that no less than fourteen 
amendments had been carried to success- 
ive budgets, and in no one instance had 
these amendments entailed any political 
responsibility on the Government. He 
quoted from Dr. Todd, next to May, 
the highest authority that could be quoted 
on Parliamentary practice, to show that in 
- 1816 in Committee of Ways and Means, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had been de- 
feated on a motion for renewal of property 
tax, and with other taxes Government 
lost 12 millions anticipated revenue, 
and it was remarkable that it was quietly 
accepted by Government. Lord John Rus- 
~ sell said that taxation was a question upon 
which the House of Commons as represent- 
ing the country had peculiar claims to have 
their opinions listened to, and that the ex- 
ecutive might finally, without loss of dig- 
nity, reconsider any measures they had pro- 
posed. Mr. T. Baring also held that the Bud- 
get might be amended without any change 
taking place in the Ministry. Therefore 
he (Sir Alexander) hoped the House would 
not take his motion es implying want of 
confidence, as he did not intend it in that 
sense. A certiin policy hid been pursued 
Which, in his opinion, was susceptible of 
greit improvement, and he did not now 
make his motion in a political sense, 
, but in performance of his duty as a 
member of this House. Legislation 
on the subject had compelled the Gov- 
ernment to go on in a certain course; 
and the question was whether policy 
and system, which he could show oc- 
casioned inconvenience and loss to the 
public, should not be changed. ‘The British 
North America Act provided that the In- 
tercolonial Railway should be constructed, 
and our own Act of 1867 provided that it 
should be constructed as a public work of 
the Dominion, by Commissioners appointed | 
under Government. He did not desire to! 
censure the Commissioners of the Govern- 
ment, and he had no doubt in both cases 
they had done what they thought best for 
the public interest, and that they were 
bound to carry out the law as long us the 
statute remains ag itis. What he desired 
was that if, after two yeirs experience it 
was found best for the public interest to 
change that system, there should be 
a change. He held that an important 
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saving could be made if a change 
were made. The working of rail- 


ways in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia 


| provided by the Board of Public Works 


Act was productive of loss, and in the 
public interest, that system ought to be 
changed. The first portion of his resolution 
read—“ That the present system under 
which the Intercolonial Railway is being 
constructed as a public work of the Do- 
minion is expensive and unsatisfactory.’’ 
In support of this allegation he said Mr. 
Fleming had put the expense at $20,000- 
000, and from recent surveys, he (Sir Alex- 
ander) considered that under certain favour- 
able circumstances this might be reduced 
to $17,000,000, while under less favourable 
circumstances the cost might be increased 
to $21,000,000. To arrive at the result of 
railways constructed by the Governmént 
he referred to the railways now the pro- 
perty of the Dominion in Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick, and found that the line 
from Halifax to Truro and the branch to 
Windsor cost $47,000 per mile; the line 
from Truro to Pictou, $44,500; from St. 
John to Shediac, $43,000 per mile. Now, 
if the Intercolonial was constructed at $40, - 
000 per mile for the distance incompleted, 
deducting the portion purchased from the 
European and North American Rnuilway, it 
would bring the cost up to upwards of $17,- 
000,000. If the average cost of construc- 
tion of Railways in the Lower Provinces 
were taken, it would bring the cost into the 
neighbourhood of $20,000,000. He referred 
to the unsatisfactory character of the sys- 
tem of letting contracts for the Interco- 
lonial, the result of which has been that 
of seven of the first contracts, he believed 
five had failed, and out of the next five 
probably a similar proportion would fail, 
and the necessity would arise cf reletting 
these contracts. Many ofthe labourers re- 
mained unpaid and a certain amount of 
stigma would attach to the Govern- 
ment, in consequence, though the 
Government could not pay them. 
With regird to location and the mode of 
management of the road, the Government 
were exposed to unjust imputations, and 
he thought the system which did so must 
be regarded as unsatisfactory. The second 
part of his resolution stated that ‘it is 
not in the public interest that the Govern- 
ment should be chirged with the mzuin- 
tenance and working of railways,’’ and in 
this he thought the House would agree 
with him. The management of the rail- 
way was amatter of great detail, involving 
the employment ofa great number of 
persons and minute dealings with the 
public, and there arose a variety of ques- 
tions, the solution of which it was expe- 
dient to leave with the Government. He 
referred to the results, in a financial point 
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of view, which he thought would be in- 
structive. The result of working the Nova 
Scotia Riilway in 1867-68 was the loss 
of $1,536, at the same time $32,943 addi- 
_ tional was spent on the line, consequently 

Nova Scotia took from the public chest for 
the working and maintenance of railways 
$34,479 for the year. In 1868-69 the loss 
was $1,110, but there was spent $88,928, 
total $90,038. For 1869-70 they had not 
returns, for the financial year was not 
closed, but he did not think they would 
show any mxterial improvement upon the 
four previous years. In the estimates for 
1869-70 he found $189,000, but it was pro- 
posed under the system adopted by the 
late Finance Minister to re-vote $20,000, 
leaving $119,000 for that year. In that the 
Nova Scotia system of Railways cost $243, - 
517 more than the total receipts from 
works, Though New Brunswick Railways 
were by no means so bad, still they were 
not satisfactory. In 1867-68 the Railways 
in that Province had shewn a gain of $35,- 
O73, and in 1869-70 of $60,000. But there 
had been expended in 1868-69 $23,904, 
and in 1869-70 $21,585. _He showed that 
we where losing and not making money by 
the Government managing these Railways, 
and it was desirable to get rid of them, 
and if in doing so he could help to reduce 
the cost of the Intercolonial, he would in 
both respects confer advantage on the 
public. His third proposition was, that 
it was desirable that steps should be 
taken to ascertain whether arrange- 
ments cannot be made with responsible 
parties for the construction of the Inter- 
colonal Railway as private enterprise, in- 
cluding the existing contracts and for the 
acquisition of the existing Dominion 
Railways in part payment thereof, whereby 
a very large sum may be saved in the cost 
of the former work, and the Government 
relieved from the difficult and expensive 
duty of managing an extensive Railway 
system. The course pursued in New 
Brunswick was to give a bonus of $10,000 
per mile, and upon this system 179 miles 
had been constructed. In Nova Scotia 4 
per cent guarantee for twenty years was 
given in the case of the Windsor and 
Annapolis Railway of $24,000 per mile, 
and with Truro and Monktown a similar 
guarantee for $40,000 per mile, and 
the road “had been carried to com- 
pletion by the Nova Scotia Government. 
Experience, therefore, had shown that 
the Provinces of Nova Scotia and New Brun- 
swick have been able to secure the com- 
pletion of their road at an average charge 
of ten thousand dollars per mile. ‘The 
cost of constructing these roads, was not 
very different from that of constructing 
the Intercolonial ; the country traversed 
being ofa similiar nature, as far as he was 
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informed. These lines, however, possess 
a commercial value which could not be 
claimed for all portions of the Intercolon- 
ial. Still there were great portions of the 
latter which, undoubtedly, were commer- 
cially valuable. There were already built 
455 miles, so that we have still to face the 
construction of 443 miles. If we take 
this distance at even double the subsidy 
paid to the Nova Scotian lines, the sum 
would only reach eight millions. lf we go 
as faras thirty thousand dollars a mile 
the amount would only reach something 
over thirteen millions. Ue had no hesita- 
tion in saying, that if ten thousand dollars 
a mile represented the amount 
of Government assistance which 
was found necessary to ensure the com- 
pletion of the Nova Scotian lines, that a 
much less sum would represent the 
amount necessary to complete the 
Intercolonial. The handing over 
of the Intercolonial to a private 
enterprise would not,in all probability, be 
suitable because it is not In connection 
with any other existing lines. He be- 
heved, therefore, that it would be absolute- 
ly necessary to combine the existing lines 
with it, and apply a portion,of the Loan on 
the Intercolonial now being built, in con- 
nection with the lines that have already 
been constructed, becuse the traflic of 
these lines depended greatly on what 
might be brought from the former. 253 
miles of railway were already in running 
order, having a certain amount of commer- 
cial value and which he believed under in- 
dividual management would be found to 


be profitable to their owners. 
A Government could not manage 
them as advantageously as pri- 


vate parties. The effect of his reso- 
lutions was, to ask the Government if any 
responsible persons can be found to under- 
take the building and working of the 
whole system of these Ruilways. He did 
not desire to take any, power: from the 
Government, but rather wished to place 
more in their hands, by allowing them to 
ascertain if this can be done. If it was 
found that this could be done, he was will- 
ing to leave it to the Government to state 
what steps shall be taken. All he desired 
was, that, if there was a possibility of man- 
aging these roads without any future charge 
to the country, and applying the value of 
existing roads to the construction of the 
Intercolonial, that this should be done. 
This was at present as important a matter 
as the House could consider. When the 
House was obliged to talk of the disagree- 
able subject of taxation, it was surely 
an object to endeavour to reduce 
the burdens of the people for all time to 
come. The amount-proposed to be saved 
could represent the widening of the Wel- 


areare™ 


993 


land Canal, or the opening up of the Ot- 
tawa.' A difficulty might be claimed to 
arise from the fact,of our having gone so far 
in the matter, but surely the Imperiil 
Government would be the last in the 
world to ask us to spend a dollir more than 
was necessary in the matter.The building 
of the line was not imposed upon us by 
the Imperial Government, which aided us 
by a guarantee, but by the Provinces 
themselves. If we could show the Home 
Government, that by a different system, 
one could save a. great deal of money, we 
should meet the readiest response at their 
hands. He said he hoped his resolutions 
would not be taken asa censure upon the 
Government. He did not mtend it as such. 
He would go further and say, that if the 
Government was will ng to state that the 
matter would be taken up by them, and 
full inquiries towards areduction of cost 
made, he would ask leave to withdraw his 
resolutions. 

Mr. SHANLY said that the necessity of 
constructing an Intercolonial line of Rail- 
way had been recognized and a scheme for 
carrying it out, in part devised before the 
question of Confederation had been placed 
in tangible form before the country. The 
Railway project by itself was not popular 
in Upper Canada. But when the greater 
question assumed shape and form, after 
the conference of Quebec, and when it 
became apparent that in order to bring 
about the Confederation of the British 
North American Provinces each of the 
parties to the compact would be called 
upon to make some sacrifice of local pre- 
judice or local interest, then Upper Can- 
ada accepted of the Ruilway part of the 
project as a political and social necessity, 
indispensable to give effect and value to 
the Union of the Provinces. A leading 
politician of Upper Canada, generally re- 
cognized as an exponent of the public 
opinion of the day, had said, “rather than 
not have Confederation he would agree to 
build ten Intercolonial Railways.” That 
very fairly expressed the sentiment of 
Upper Canada. In short the price that 
that Province paid, the sacrifice she con- 
sented to make, to aid in bringing about 


the Union of the four Provinces 
now comprising the Dominion’ of 
Canada, was the very large share 
she assumed of the cost of the 


Railway. He referred more particularly to 
Upper Canada in this connection, because 
her position in respect of the Intercolonial 
Railway was somewhat peculiar. It could 
touch no part of her territory. Direct 
benefits from its construction she had none 
to look forward to; while the indirect ad- 
vantages she might hope fcr, save from a 
purely political point of view, were remote, 
if not doubtful. Having become a party 
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to the compact, however, Upper Canada 
was prepared faithfully and loyally to carry 
out the railway policy, but at the same 
time there was an anxious desire that the 
strictest economy, consistent with good 
faith, should be exercised in the construc- 
tion of the work, and that with the con- 
struction all drain on the general revenues 
of the country, in respect of the railway, 
should cease. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—That 
ought to be the feeling in all parts of the 
country. 


Mr. SHANLY said that economy of 
construction in the first instance and in 
the management and working of the line 
thereafter were two propositions that he 
believed lay as much at the hearts of the 
people of the whole Dominion as almost 
any other question now before the country. 
He did not doubt that the Act under which 
the work was being done, was framed with 
a view to adopting the simplest and best 
machinery for carrying out the under- 
taking, but it could. not be denied that it 
had failed in its object. A year had gone 
by and l.ttle or no progress made with the 
work. Of the first five contracts let, all 
but one had been abandoned ; meantime 
all the expenses of engineering and of the 
Commission were going on. That a ma- 
jority of the contractors should have bro- 
ken down was a self-evident proposition. 
They took the work below its value, and 
in cases of the kind, the making of suretics 
parties to the contracts, gives no assurance 
at all that the work will be carried out. ° 
He had known no instance in his expe- 
rience where work takcn below its ac. 
knowledged value had teen completed by 
sureties, after contractors had failed. The 
only good, he could see, to be gathered 
from the experience of the past year 
was the conviction that the system on 
which the work was being let and carried 
on was erroneous, and that the time had 
arrived fur enquiring what had now best 
be done to ensure timely and economical 
completion of the Railway. He did not 
wish to be understo.d as saying that the 
Commissioners were in fault. He did not 
see how they could have done otherwise 
than they had done. Whatever the dis- 
satisfaction with the existing state of 
things—and it was general and widespread 
—-the country would have been still more 
dissatisfied had the contracts not been ad- 
judged as they were adjud ged—-to the lowest 
tender. It would have been difficult to 
s tis y the people, and his hon. friend from 
Norfolk, the Chirman of the Ci. mmission, 
would have found it a hard task to satisfy 
the representitives of the people here, 
that favouritism had not been exercised, 
had the contracts been given to others 
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than those, whose offers gave promise of 
the work being done with n the extremest 
limits of economy. But now that the ex- 
periment had failed ; now that the popular 
prejudice in favour of letting work to the 
lowest offer, irrespective entirely of 
the value of the work, had been grati- 
fied; now that much valuable time 
had been lost, and many individuals 
ruined, he asked if the time had not ar- 
rived for the condemnation of the system, 
and the adoption of some surer and 
cheaper mode for fulfilling our obligations 
in respect of the railway? Twenty mii- 
lions of dollars had been estimated as the 
cost of the road. He (Mr. Shanly) be- 
lieved it could be buiit for less than 
twenty millions, just as surely as he be- 
lieved that it would cost more than twenty 
millions, if the present system were ad- 
hered to to the end. 


Hon. Sir GEORCE E. CARTIER—We 
believe it will. 


Mr. SHANLY hoped so, but under the 
present system it would cost more than 
$20,000. The very first step towards 
insuring economy, was to dissever the un- 
dertaking as completely as possible trom 
Government control and Government in- 
fluence, and to give it as far as possible the 
character of a private and commercial en- 
terprise. That system should apply to the 
management and working ofthe road after 
completion, as well as to its construcuon. 
It should also be made to apply to ex.sting 
Givernment Railwiys, in the Maritime 
Provinces. He believed it to be quite 
feasivle to make those railways aid very 
materially in the construction of the Inter- 
colonial line, and that a  plin 
may be devised whereby some m llions 
of dollars might be retrenched in the 


first cost of: the road, and tens 
of thousands of dollars annually 


thereafter in its working and manage- 
ment. We have now some  42Zd0 
miles of Dominion Railways on our hands; 
108 mil.sin New Brunswick and 142 miles 
in Nova Scotia. The apparent return on 
the capital invested in the former was last 
year about one and a quarter percent. In 
Nova Scotia there was hardly any return at 
all. amere trifle of some §3,00U, appearing 
as the net receipts of the limes. But even 
these msignineant results were more appa- 
rent than real. His. hon. friend! the mover 
of the Resolution had quoted from the 
public accounts to show, that not far from 
$140,000 a year forthe last thre years had 
been expended on these Lower Province 
Lines, over and above receipts, and charg. 
edto ‘capital account,” and of course 
at the same time to the general revenues 
of the Domin.on. With the Intercolonial 
complete we will hive 700 miles of ‘Rail. 
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way on our hands instead of 250 miles as 
at present. If proportionate demands 
were to be made for the 700 miles that are 
now being annually made for the 250 
miles, these Railways will lay grievous bur- 
dens on the revenue of the country every 
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year. The only way to __ prevent 
that—the only way to prevent 
a large sum _ appearing in __ the 


estimates year by year, for Railway man- 
agement, as subsidiary to the earnings 
of the ne, is to hand the Railways over to 
private management. They should be 
treated as commercial undertakings, just 
as the other Railways of the country are. 
He believed that if the Government would 
announce that they were prepared to do 
so, and to grant a subsidy of so much per 
mile for the completion of the Intercolon- 
ial, putting the existing lines in, as part of 
the subsidy, and the whole system of lines, 
when completed, to be the property of the 
parties contracting for the construction of 
the Intercclonial, that men of standing, of 
ability and of capital, could be found who 
would give material guarantees for the 
early completion of the whole work, and 
for its subsequent management. Of course 
the road would have to be built under 
Government supervision, and a strict and 
binding specification,and should be worked 
under rules, regulations and tariffs subject 
to the approval of the Governor in Council. 
In short the ordinary safe guards in the 
public interests would have to be 
applied in this case as in that of the or- 
dinary railways of the country, and the 
management and efficiency of the line thus 
kept quite as much under Government 
control as there could be any occasion for. 
He was satisfied that by some such plan as 
he suggested, a saving of at least one-third 
of the now estimated cost of the Interco- 
lonial might be effected immediately. <A 
saving amounting very possibly to from 
seven to eight millions of dollars, while in 
the perpetual future there would be an 
annual saving inthe working and main- 
tenance of the lines representing some 
millions more. The executive too would 
be relieved from an annually recurring 
source of vexatious and embarrassing leg- 
islition, and above all he felt assured that 
private enterprise in the management of 
our railways would ensure to the people of 
the Maritime Provinces—that part of the 
population of the Dominion most interest- 
| ed in their proper working—a more effi- 
cient railway service than can be obtained 
under any system of Government manage- 
ment. He (Mr. Shanly) disclaimed any 
desire to embarrass the Government, 

but the question was one which it 
was absolutely necessary should be 
fully and freely discussed. He did not 
_think there was any question now before 
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the country, except that of the Red River 
difficulties, on which the public mind was 
more occupied than this subject of railway 
expenditure, and if the Government be- 
lieved the idea thrown out in the resolu- 
tion of the hon. member for Sherbrooke, to 
be in accordance with the sentiment of the 
House and of the country, he trusted they 
would: give it their most serious considera- 

tion. He would not have stood up to se- 

cond the resolution had he supposed it 
intended to elicit any feeling of want of 
confidence in the Government. He (Mr. 
S.) had confidence in the Government—a 
confidence that would be increased and 
strengthened when he had an assurance of 
a complete remodelling of the system on 
which we are now dealing with the Inter- 
colonial Railway. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) thought a 
case had not been made out to justify the 
proposed change. It was the duty of the 
mover of the resolution, before asking for 
such a change, to point out in the most 
distinct manner how the Intercolonial as a 
commercial enterprise was to succeed. 
That he had failed todo. They were told 
that a subsidy would be absolutely neces- 
sary, and besides that, the whole work 
would still have to be wnder the supervis- 
ion of Government or rather of the Govern- 
ment.engineers; so that, ih point of fact, 
the change would simply be in the name. 
To all intents and purposes the enterprise 
would be exactly where it was now. The 
present arrangement was fixed by the Im- 
perial Guarantee Act, and we could not 
change it without the consent of the Impe- 
rial Parliament. At present wecould hold 
Government responsible for the efficient 
management of the work, and he did not 
beleve the Imperial guarantee would have 
been granted had it been decided that our 
Government should not be directly respon- 
sible for the progress and completion: of 
the work. Before the proposed change 
could be carried vuut we would have to go 
to the Imperial Parliament to get a new 
Act, and tell them that,we wished to divest 
ourselves of a responsibility which we had 


- voluntarily assumed. This railway was a 


political and not a commercial enterprise. 
It was a burden we were obliged to bear, 
and he believed the work could be more 
economically constructed under the control 
of Government, who were responsible to 
Parliament. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that no objection could be taken to the 


manner in which this question had been | 


dealt with by both the mover and the 
seconder. There were two distinct pro- 
positions in the motion: the first propo- 
sition implied a censure on Government | 
with regard to their policy in the matter 
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of building the Intercolonial Railw ay; the 
second proposition implied a censure on 
Government in regard to their manage- 
ment of the railways in Nova Scotia and ‘ 
New Brunswick. The policy of the Goy- 
ernment on these matters was discussed 
in the first session of the Dominion Par- 
liament, and it was then determined that 
the best policy was to build the Railway 
by Commissioners appointed by Govern- 
ment. . He believed the member for Sher- 
brooke had not made himself acquainted 
with the facts of the case. He had stated 
that after upwards of two years hardly any- 
thing had been done towards the progress 
of the work. He (Sir George) intended 
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‘to prove that greater progress had been 


made on the Intercolonial “than had been 
done in the same time on any other Rail- 
way built in Canada. He would show that 
the track was being built more quickly and 
economically than the Grand Trunk had. 
been built. It was now two years since - 
the Intercolonial had been commenced. 
The Commissioners were only appointed om 
the 11th December, 1868—only a year and 
four months ago. What had they done 
since that time? Plans had to be made, 
and notices calling for tenders published, 
all of which took up time. They could not 
expect the work to be built in halfan hour, | 
like the fairy castles in the London 
theatres, which he and his friend from 
Sherbrooke had seen, .and which vanished. 
beaut.fully in five minutes (lgughter). It 
was not so with the Intercolonial R ilway. 
As soon as the Commissioners were ap- 
pointed, it was deemed important to let 
some of the work, although the plans and 
general information were very imperfect. 
The first tenders were received on the 8th 
February, 1869, for TO miles—viz., 40 miles 
in Quebec, two contracts ; 24 miles in New 
Brunswick, one contract; and 26 n Nova: 
Scotia, one contract. For these four con- 
tracts on an average 62 tenders were sent 
in for each ‘contract. On the 5th April,. 
1869, three ‘more contracts were let, cover- 
ing 71 miles. For these an aver ge of 8& 
tenders for each section were received.. 
On the 8th October, of the same year, ten- 
ders were received ‘for five more s: cbions, 
covering 90 miles, making a total o£ 


251 miles under eorrek last Octo 
ber. If that was not quick work 
he would like to know what. 


practical railway men would cilf it... 
The total cost ofall these contracts, covering. 
251 m les, was $3,567,022, and the ainount 
actually Dp: rid up to 31st Dec. 1869, was 
$335,766, or about ten per cent. of the 
whole. ’ Practically, however, this only 
covered the preparation for the work, as. 
90 miles was only let at the en | of October; 


| when the working season was nearly cvers. 


The per centage of work done on the seveax 
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contracts let in February and April, 1869, 
was as follows :—No. 1, 34.80 per cent, No. 
2, 18.55 per cent, No. 3, 90.2 per cent, No. 
4, 14.14 per cent. These were the con- 
tracts let in Feb., 1869. The following 
were let in April :—No. 5, 12.26 per cent, 
No. 6, 9.91 per cent, No. 7, 11.80 per cent. 
Proper progress not having been made in 
Sections 3 to 7, they were annulled. They 
would all be re-let by the middle of May, 
or in time for the working season of the 
year. He would now show what the Com- 
missioners hid done in regard to putting 
the whole line under contract. Four more 
contracts will be let in a few days, cover- 
ing 74 miles; by the end of May four more 
contracts will be let, covering 554 miles, 
and including the heavy bridges across the 
rivers Restigouche and Miramichi. Thus by 
the beginning of the season this year, there 
~ would be 380 miles under active construc- 
tion, divided into tw.nty contracts, and in- 
eluding all the heavy and difficult work 
throughout the line. There would then only 
be 72 miles to put under contract between 
Wiramichi and Moncton, where the work 
was lightand easy. The surveys were being 
rapidly completed, and the contracts 
would be let during next summer. By 
mext summer the whole line would be 
ander contract. Thirty-seven miles, called 
#he Eastern Extension Railway, built by a 
company under the auspices of the New 
Brunswick Government was bought as part 
of the Intercolonial at a cost of $24,000 a 
mile, though the proprietors contended 
they had lost by the transaction $200,000. 
But this was not all the progress that had 


been made. Great progress had been made 


in the purchase of land along the line, and 
that work would be completed during the 
present year. The principal work-shops 
for the l.ne had been established at Mone. 
ton, and a large and valuable tract of land 
at the proper position had been acquired 
on reasonable terms. A quantity of.roll- 
ing stock was being contracted for, and 
would be ready as soon as parts of the road 
wequired it. The line could be completed 
between Riviere du Loup and Rimouski by 
the early part of the summer of 1871, 
which would make asaving of about 12 
hours in the delivery of the inward Eng- 
Jish mails. With regard to the failure of 
some of the contractors, there was nothing 
in that. The same might have happened 
if the work had been placed in the hands 
of large contractors, who would sub-let it 
to smaller contractors. ‘Thank God, under 
the present system we had no large con- 
tractors, and of the small ones only one 
had failed and that was owing to his own 
fault. Large contractors made ail the pro- 
fit, which was now saved by letting out the 
work directly in small sections. When the 
Grand Trunk -etween Montreal and To- 
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ronto was being built, many of the » 
sub-contractors failed. The contract 
was let to Brassey, Peto and Co., at, 
£8,000 sterlng a mle, payable one 
fourth cash, and one-fourth in the stock of 
the Company, and the remainder in the 
debentures of the Company. These latter 
greatly depreciated in value, and caused 
Brassy & Co. heavy losses. All their work 
was sublet, in many cases three or four 
times, owing to the parties failing, but did 
not hear anything about them, so that the 
policy of letting out work to large con- 
tractors did not save contractors from suf- 
fering loss. With regard to time the 
contrast between the progress of the work 
on the Intercolonial and the Grand Trunk 
was equally favourable to the former. It 
took about three years to complete the 
railway from Montreal to Toronto, and 
about two years and a half from Toronto 
to Sarnia. In the case of the Intercolo- 
nial, though the Commissioners had only 
been appointed the other day, the line 
from Rimouski to Riviere du Loup would 
be in operation by the summer of next 
year, and the remainder of the work is in 
an advanced state of progress. Because 
the first contractors burnt their fingers 
that was no reason why other centractors 
should not be found to build up the re- 
maining portion of the line. For the last 
section, for which tenders were asked, 
eighty-two contractors had sent in tenders. 
Nearly 300 tenders had altogether been 
received. The Government was better 
protected than if the work was let out to 
one large contractor, who would sublet it 
to other minor contractors, each of whom 
would have to make his profits. The 
Grand Trunk from Montreal to Toronto 
had cost the Company through this plan 
£12,000 sterling a mile; from Toronto to 
Sarnia it cost £10,000 a mile. The Inter- 
colonial, the Government believed, would 
cost not more than £7,000, and would be 
the best built line in the country. The 
contractors would be paid for the work 
they did, whereas the men who really did 
the work on the Grand Trunk only got 
about £5,000 a mile. The motion of the 
hon. gentleman was untimely, as_ the 
policy of the Government was the best 
that could be adopted. 


At six o’cloek the SPEAKER left the 


chair. 
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AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE BE. CARTIER con- 
tinued—He said that by the Bill enacting 
that the Intereolonial Railwxy should be 
bu.lt, it was provided that when the Rail- 
way should be completed, the Governmeny 


shall be empowered to enter into arrange- 


ments for the working thereof, such ar- 
rangements n_t to be for a longer period 
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than the next sitting of the Legislature. 
It would be time enough then for the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke to move in this 
matter. Until then, his resolutions were 
premature anduntimely. When the whole 
system of railways was complete, then 
would be the time to see about making ar- 
rangements with private persons for work- 
ing them. If the railways of Nova Scotia 
were worked by private’ parties, such tolls 
and rates, it was true, might be put into 
effect as would pinch the people into the 
production ofa profit tothem. These par- 
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ties would not be responsible to the people 


as the Government were. 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT said that all the 
people in the Province were now paying 
for the benefit of those who travelled on 
the railways. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER - - Yes, they had 
contracted to do so, and the hon.gentle- 
man. was one of those with whom they had 
contracted. The hon. gentleman had said 
’ that the Nova Scotia railways had been 
badly worked because they did not yield a 
profit. On that principle the New Bruns- 
wick railways must be well worked because 
they yielded a profit. Ifthe Government 
were not to work these railways why should 
they work the canals of the country ? The 
hon. gentleman had commenced his speech 
by quoting from avery good authority, 
Mr. Todd, to show that motions against 
going into Committee. of. Supply, 
_ Were not necessarily motions of want of 
confidence. He (S:r George) considered 
that the Government were the best judges 
of that. They considered a motion, one of 
want of confidence, a direct censure. He 
Was very. sorry ‘to hear the member 
for Grenville say that the Railway was not 
favourably considered in Ontario. This 
was because the question was not looked 
atin a proper spirit. The Railway would 
be beneficial to the Province of Ontario in 
the same way as the Welland and St. Law- 
rence Canals were of benefit to the Lower 
Provinces. If by some misfortune the 
Secretary of the Treasury at Washington 
should put an end to the bonding sys- 
tem, what would become of our through 
tariff without the Railway? ‘The loss in 
one year would be more than the entire 
_ cast of the Railway. 


Mr. BOLTON said that in the remarks 
he proposed offering, he would chiefly con- 
fine himself to the second proposition con- 
tained in the motion, namely, the advis- 
ability of relieving the Government from 
the maintenance and working of Railways, 
but would briefly advert to the arguments 
of the hon. member for Peel, who could 
not discover the economy that was to be 
obtained by granting a subsidy toa private 
Company, while the work was to be prose- 
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cuted under the supervision of Goverr- 
ment Engineers. As New Brunswick hacé 
experience of bothsystems, he could speak. 
with some authority upon the subject, anc 
he was sure that in his statements and 
conclusions he would be borne out by 
the Hon. Minister of Customs who, as 
leader of the New Brunswick Government, 
had inaugurated the subsidy principles 
that had worked so admirably in th.t Pre 
vince. The first Railway built i: New 
Brunswick was a Government wo x, 108 
miles in length, costing about four |..illions 
and three-quarters of. dollars. It was 
doubtless a good road, but cost entirely toc 
much money. When the popular demand 
came for Railway extension, the Govern- 
ment wisely decided that private enter- 
prise must guide the works in future, and 
that subsidies to the extent of ten. thous- 
and dollars per mile would be grant d— 
when built under Government supervision: 
and approval. One hundred and. eight 
miles of railway have been bu.lt under 
these subsidies, at a cost to the Province 
of $1,800,000 a distance im =  mi- 
leage of considerably. over one 
third of the Intercolonial Road ;— had 
the subsidy plan been adopted with the 
first road, over two milhons of dollars 
would have been saved to the Province. 
True the road is the property of the Do- 
minion now, but it has not paid over main- 
tenance, the half of one pereent. per annum 
—therefore a not very valuvble asset. He 
would. ask the attention of the House to 
consider the result of Government work- 
ing and maintaining roads as evid nced 
by the reports on the Nova Scotian Roads. 
The hon. mover had quite understood 
the losses incurred by the Dominion om 
the management of these roads, and he 
was. prepared to show from the public 
accounts that for the three years since 
the Union, with the estimates made 
for the fourth year, the loss on working and 
maintaining these roads would he not less. 
than four hundred thousand dollirs. He 
would ask, are the people of this Dominion 
satisfied that such a state of things should. 
continue, and when taxes of the most 
onerous kind are being imposed to meet 
the ordinary expenditure of the country. 
Surely it was the duty of every hon. mem- 
ber to aid in preventing such a wiste of 
money as attended the mangement of 
these roads. He pointed out that by the 
management of the Local Government, as 
shewn by these reports, that while but 
93 miles were in operation, a profit was 
shewn for eight consecutive years, of an 
average of twenty seven thousand dollars 
per annum, and the very first year that 
these roads came under the management - 
of the Dominion, although fifty three 
miles of new road to Pictou had beem 
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opened, it is found that the whole re ‘aithing it over such a circuitous and 
eeipts ave consumed in working expenses, consequently expensive journey. He was 
and about seventy thous: and dollars glad to notice the spirit in which the reso- 
more added to capital accounts, | lutions had been offered by the movers, 
and thus have the losses | and received by the Government; as he 
continued on these Nova Scotia | felt assured the only object of the movers 


roads averaging about one hundred thov- 
sand dollars per annum. He would ask if 
the people of Ontario and Quebec are will- 
ing that such a state of things should con- 
tinue. Would it not be infinitely better to 
get rid of these works, if they could be made 
to aid in the constr uction of the Intercolo- 
mial, as proposed in the resolutions. <A 
relative loss on the whole road, when com- 
pleted, would involve a loss of half a mil- 
lion of dollars perannum. He would not 
say that the loss, by the management of 
any other Government, would be less than 
by the present. It was impossible for any 
azovernment to manage public works with 
the economy of a private company—the in- 
-vevitable yielding to political pressure would 
invariably prevent this. An officer had 
been sent to Nova Scotia to improve rail- 
way management there. No sooner had he 
begun to effect necessary changes, both in 
tariff and official duties, than loud com- 
plaints were made and political influences 
brought to bear, until.the pressure was so 
reat that the Government had to yield. 
and the officer withdrawn. Such willalways 
be the case with Government management. 
Reference had been made to the manage- 
ment of the New Brunswick Railway. It 
was, doubtless, well managed, but as before 
named the return was small for the amount 
mvested; but here the evil of a Govern- 
ment ownership was also visible. A strong 
appeal had been made to Ottawa, from the 
f;overnment, fora grantof a quarter of a 
million of dollars to aid in building a bridge 
across the St. John River, andif he was not 
much mistaken, promises had been made 
that this grant ‘would be made next year. 
if this grant is made, ten years earnings of 
the road will be swept away, and such 
claims would be constantly necessary so 
jong as the Government retained an inter- 
est with works, and _ political pressure 
would squeeze out the money in some way. 
Therefore, he was convinced that it would 
be for the interest of the country, and for 
‘the comfort and credit of the Government, 
to. dispose of all these roads, and 
rid themselves of their manage- 
ment at the earliest possible moment. 
The hon. minister of Militia had spoken 
of the value of the Intergolonial Railway 
to Ontario as an outlet to the sea in the 
event of the United Statcs abrogating the 
bonding system. He would pity Ontario, 
if ever she was reduced to the necessity of 
adopting such an outlet. They might as 
well destroy their produce at home, as 
have its entire value consumed in trans- 


Mr. Bolton. 


| was, to protect and advance the interests 


of the Dominion, and in this spirit he 
would support the resolutions. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY was glad to hear that 
the prospects of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way were not so bad as had been repre- 
sented. It had been distinctly stated that 
enormous losses would be sustained by 
building the line, while all the arguments 
now brought forward went to show that 
there was money in it, and thatit would pay 
moneyed men to undertake to build it. 
It was encouraging to find that the pros- 
pect was the reverse of that which might 
have been expected, from the gloomy 
views held by many gentlemen, including 
the member for Charlotte. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Did not the Minister 
of Customs himself take gloomy views of 
the subject and threaten to leave the Gov- 
ernment. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said, in reply, that 
even if he had differed from his colleagues 
in some points connected with the con- 
struction of the road, he had a precedent 
from the conduct of the member for Sher- 
brooke, when he brought forward a tariff 
opposed to his views, for remaining in the 
Ministry. When the subject of Confedera- 
tion was discussed in New Brunswick, and 
authority had been given to the delegates 
to proceed to England to negotiate the 
terms, one of those which it was desired 
should be obtained, was a guarantee for the 
Intercolonial Railway being built. Had 
that not been given, he was sure New 
Brunswick would not have come in. He 
would not go into the legal question, but 
he did not doubt that not only would there 
be required an application to the Imperial 
Government, but also to the Imperial 
Parliament to change the construction of 
the work from the hands of the Com- 
missioners to those of private individuals 
with subsidies. Some members from New 
Brunswick had not been satisfied with 
the location of the road, and it was even 
said that a desire had been expressed to 
abandon the condition, and to try if some 
other means could not be adopted to secure 
the Union. They had now, however, a 
guarantee for the construction of the line. 
There might be a little delay: mstead of 
three it might be four years, but there is 
no doubt of the final construction of the 
work. What reason had been giyen for a 
chanze in the presentsystem ? ‘They were 
told it was because the present contracts 
were so low, and the work had been taken 
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so cheap, that all the contractors were to 
be ruined. Therefore, they were to hand 
it over to private individuals who would 
build it for less, and yet all make money 
out of it. That was practically the point. 
The mover of the resolution said that they 
might succeed by getting $30,000 a mile 
subsidy, and in New Brunswick it was sa.d 
they hid built 180 miles with a subsidy of 
$10,000. This included the Western Ex- 

tension, which went to the Maine bound- 

ary and connected with American lines. 

Besides the $880,000 there was taken of 
the stock 3,000 shares, making by the Pro- 

vinces an advance of $1, 180,000. The city 
of St. John gave $200,000, and by the issue 
of the Company’s bonds to the amount of 
$2,000,000, added to these, the sum of 
$40,000 a mile was raised for the construc- 
tion of that line. If it was possible for 
any line to pay, this was the one most 
likely todo so. The other railways had 
received $2,000,000 from the Government, 

but they had received a like amount of 
local aid. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—That is the sum 
ruised by themselves. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY—Well, the hon. gen- 
tleman would not pretend thatthe road 
was built for $10,000 or even $20,000. ae 
Intercolonial Railway would not cost $32,- 
000 a mile, even at higher rates than those 
which they were now paying. He could 
understand howmen of capital, or even 
without capital, would undertake the work 
with a subsidy of $59,000, throwing in all 
the rest of the railw ay, 173 mules in len gth. 
There would be 63 miles to Truro, and 1 the 

lines from St. John to the junction were 
worth $3,000,000. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said he had spoken 
of a subsidy of $25,000 or £30,000 in mak- 
ing the calculation as to saving, but the 
value of the other Railways, he said, was to 
be deducted from this. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY—Well, suppose $30, - 
000 paid and the Bailways handed over at 
their own prices, which would, by their 
account, be worth nothing. They had 
yielded $50,000 a year, and he knew if at 
present they paid interest on three- 
quarters of a million, they would be worth 
double when the connect.on was made be. 
tween Halifax and the United States. It! 
would be a difficult question to consider, | 
when they were completed, whether ar- 
rangements could not be made for work- 
ing them, and advances had already been 
made twelve months ago, and large sums | 
offered for long leases by persons con- 
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nected with the American Railways who 
wished to control the road. He could 
easily understand that plenty would be 
ready to take the line at $30,000 and the 
branches besides, and then have the man- 
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agement of these at a nominal value. 
Then it was said that in three years theNova 
Scotia Railways had lost $140,000 since 
Confederation, and the member for Char- 
lotte said that before that time consider- 
able. profits had been secured. The mem- 
ber for Sherbrooke had stated that the 
Nova Scotia Rvilways were all new. The 
lme from Truro to Pictou was so, but on 
the others they had removed all the wood- 
en bridges, many of which had decayed 
from age, and substituted iron bridges, 
an expenditure which ought properly to 
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“have gone te their construction account, 


but was all charged against the 
Nova Scotia lines to show that they 
did not pay. The member for Char- 
lotte had referred to the expense of 
constructing the line in New Brunswick 
under Commissioners. Why, the line from 
the City of St. John to Shediac was the 
most substantial and the best built road 
on this continent, the only fault being 
found, that it was too good. That line was 
built by Commissioners, and cost less, 
notwithstanding the Victoria Bridge, than 
the Grand Trunk Ra.lway. It was true, 
that since that time some branches had 
been built at a cheaper rate, but there was 
no comparison between them and the other 
works. He thought that the proposition 
to change the law, so as to take the matter 
out of the hands of the Comissioners had 
not been properly supported. The ex- 
penses connected with the administration 
were necessarily light, and including all 
charges did not amount to one-half per 
cent. He saw nothing to necessitate any 
change, which should “be supported on the 
ground of mismina gement or extravagance, 
neither of which had the mover alleged. 


(As to the management of the New Bruns- 
wick line, he did not see how they could 


improve it by placing it in other hands. 
As to the remarks respecting the proposal 
by the Government to introduce such a 
system as was in New Brunswick, he could 
only say that it was introduced and in op- 
eration. 

Mr. BOLTON—With the same tariff ? 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY—Very nearly so, ex- 
cept on that portion of the line near the 
city, In which arrangements had been 
made to carry the freight into the city by 
the tramway, a distance of a mile and a 
half. In the present condition of the lines 
disjointed and unconnected, their whole 

value was not yet under stood, and he was 
satisfied they would yet pay the interest 
on over $3,000,000. Hewas satisfied also 
that when the net earnings were fairly 
ascertained they could let them, if it was 
thought desirable to do so, to great 
advantage tothe Dominion. 
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Hon. CHARLES CONNELL said he had 
been amazed at the anxiety displayed by 
the Minister of Customs, that the m»mbers 
should not touch the matter in cise some- 
thing should arise to disturb the arrange- 
_ ments for the building of the road. His 
rem uks with respect tothe present line, 
were rather surprising, anl he would wish 
toask the hon. gentleman if he would 
have mide the statemonts regarding that 
route before Confederation was accomplish- 
ed, that he had made then. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that he had ex- 
pressed his opinion, that the central route 
was probably the one. best fitted for the 
line. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL said the honourable 
gentleman had not only expressed his 
opinion on that point, but had spoken in 
such terms as to lead the people to be- 
lieve that it was a matter which did not 
admit of a doubt, and stated further, that 
the British Government had no objections 
to adopt that, as the line, in aid 
of which, a guarantee would be gven. 
In supporting the motion of the member 
for Sherbrooke, he (Mr. Connell) had no in- 
tention to do anything by which the con- 
struction of the roid would be endangered. 
The building of the road formed part of 
what might be called the contract between 
the British Government and the Canadian 
Government. He thought an unfortunate 
selection had been made; a view which 
had atone time, at least, been shared by 
the Minister of Customs, whose statement, 
now that it was a good commercial under- 
taking, because people‘’with capital would 
take it up, was rather astonishing to those 
who knew what his former course on this 
subject had been. The object of those 
who offered to construct the road, as he 
understood it, was notso much to derive 
any unmediate profit from the work, but be- 
ing connected with other roads which must 
to some extent be worked along with this 
line, they desired to have such control 


over it as would enable them to make, 


proper working arrangements (hear, hear, 
and ironical cheers from the Ministry). 
a subsidy were given to secure them 
against loss, they would be prepared to 
build the line at'such a rate as would save 
a large amount of capital to the Dominion 
chear, hear). If he was rightly informed, 
and he believed the parties were known 
and were men abundintly able to fulfil 
any engagement they m ght come under, 
they would come forward at the proper 
time (hear, hear). If the Government ac- 
cepted this resolution, which he thought 


it was for the best interests of the country ' 


they should do, they would, he knew, be 
satisfied with the parties prep wed to offer, 
and the people of the Dominion would 
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find that a saving er be efiected of 


at least $6,000, 000, or $7 000,000. He 
would warn those who “talked of build- 
ing canals and of opening up a 
road to Red River, how they al- 
lowed so large a sum as this to be 
squandered when it might be saved, and 
begged them to reflect on the course taken 
by th: Finance Minister, which, if perse- 
vered in, would leave the country in 
bankruptcy. It was not, a time to be in- 
dulging in extravagance when new taxes 
hal to be devised to meet the current ex- 
penditure. At sucha time the strictest 
economy ought to be insisted on, and the 
pruning knife ought to be applied to cut 
oif the host of officials with which the 
country was infested. By such a course 
a large saving would be effected, anda 
much greater efficiency secured. It was 
absolutely necessary that everything possi- 


ble should be saved, when so many expen- . 


ditures were pressing and had to be met. 
It was well known that the Nova Scotia 
Riuilways would shortly have to be renewed ; 
that lirge expenses would be requ.red to 
provide for the re-arrangement of the 
line, and that a very large sum would have 
to be expended at the terminus of 
the road at Halifax. The 
results of the working of the line might 
easily be seen by any one whowould study 
the Public Accounts in relation to these 
roads, and these showed that a great loss 
had been sustained in working them. The 
New Brunswick lines were, no doubt, valu- 
able and well made roads: but on them 
even, sums were charged to capital account 
which should haye been charged to 
revenue, and the Minister of Customs 
knew well that under any circumstances 
they would not leave any great profit to 
the Government. To get a proper Western 
Extension, it would be neccessary to build 
an expensive bridge across the river St. 
John, and when all the cost had been in- 
curred, he thought no sane man would 
maintain, that any Government would make 
a profit on working, so that to place such 
a value on the road, as had been done, was 
absurd and unjustitiable. He was astonished 
to heir the Minister of Customs, generally, 
put down the value at $3,000,000. Why, 
last year the Nova Scotia Railways had 
cost $90,000 over and above all the revo- 
nue received, and this year a still larger 
sum would be required, and necessarily so 
in order to put the road in the condition in 
which it ought to be. After all this ex- 
penditure these roads would never pay one 
dollar towards the income of the Domin- 
ion, but on the contrary every year, there 
would require to be paid a large sum of 
money beyond their earnings to maintain 
them. With respect to the Intercolonial 
Road, he thought the position of the 
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Government should be clearly | 
understood, and also the amount 


which it would cost. By the present sys- 
tem it was impossible to ascertain what 
the ultimate liabilities would be, whereas 
by granting a subsidy to those who would 
undertake to finish and work the road, 
they would know the worst at once. 
By this 'meins a large saving 
could be effected, out of’ which 
some portion of the improvement of the 
Ottawa could be eftected, acertain amount 
of the communication to the Red River 
could be opened up, and some part of the 
’ work on the canals could be attended to. 
These were matters which demanded the 
earliest attention of the Government, for 
if the enlargement of the cinals were not 
attended to speedily,the New York routes 
would open up a wiy which would be most 
detrimental to the best interests of the 
Dominion. He hoped the resolution of the 
member for Sherbrooke would meet the 
‘approval of the House, as he knew it would 
be generaliy approved of throughout the 
country. An opportunity should also be 
given to the people to speak out. In the 
Maritime Provinces they had no opportu- 
nity of considering proposals coming before 
the Uouse, as they were, as a general rule, 
settled before they could hear of them. He 
-had no desire to make this a vote of want of 
confidence in the Government, but the 
question involved was one in which the 
people were interested in a financial point 
of view, and when the member for Gren- 
ville, in whose opinion on subjects of this 
kind the whole Dominion had entire con- 
fidence, spoke as he had done, it ought to 
be sufficient to warn the Government to 
consider well what steps they should take 
to meet the wants and wishes of the people 
and to establish a thorough system of econ- 
omy in this matter. 

Hon. Col. GRAY said it was part of the 
Union Act that the Intercoloniil should 
be immediately constructed, and the hon. 
member for Sherbrooke, was: one of the 
delegates who assisted to draw up that Act. 
It was surprising to see him undertaking 
an opposite course, which would cause 
great delay, and violate the compact with 
‘the Lower Provinces. With. reterence to 
the construction, the hon. members for 
Sherbrooke and Nerth Grenville admit that 

no blame can be attached to the Govern- 
“ment, and there was no extravagince on 
the part of the Government. The cost of 
constructing the Intercolonial would be 
lower than that of railways in Nova Scotia, 
and the Dominion would have a greit high- 
way built more cheaply than any other 
road in America. He contended that the 
commercial reasons for building the road 
were much stronger than supposed. Be- 
sides the benefits to our own agriculture 
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and commerce, it woull secure commercial 
courtesy from the United States, with 
respect to transit through their territory, 
which might be stopprd at any time. The 
Belgiin Railways—the most prompt and 
economical on the continent—were m4n- 
agel by the Government. He contended 
that the hon. member for Sherbr.oke had 
clexrly shown that the New Brunswick 
Railway was increasing in rece.pts, even 
when it occupied an isolited position, and 
now when it was connected with Eastern 
and Western lines, the receipts would be 
more largely increased. This was the posi- 
tion assumed by the hon. member who had 
moved that the Government shoul not 
minage the Railways. The New Bruns- 
wick Riilways hid a remarkable effect in 
developing the resources. of the country, 
and thus the advantages derived from 


this work had, compensated for 
the expenditure upon them, though 
no direct. profit had been paid. 


In a country like. Englind, and in some 
pirts of the United States, Railways could 
be safely left to commercial enterprise, but 
in a young country like Canada, the Gov- 
ernment must assist in building Railways. 
The position tiken by the hon. member for 
Sherbrooke while applicable to a rich coun- 
try, was not applicable to this country. 
The tendency of the age was to give the 
Government controlfof miny matters, which 
would not have been given to them fifteen 
years ago. This was even done by the 
Government of England assuming the con- 
trol of the telegraph w.res, and the propri- 
ety of the Government assuming the con- 
trol of railroads was now belng discussed. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT contended that the 
object of the motion wis to take the last 
opportunity we coull have of revising our 
course with respect to the Intercolonial, 
and putting au outside figure on the cost. 
There was no desire to put a stop to @ 
railroad which must be built, but if a 
large sum of money could be saved by 
another system, it ought to be considered 
and accepted. He thought the plan pro- 
posed, of letting the construction and 
working the Intercolonial by private par- 
ties, wis the only fersile mode of extrica- 
ting ourselves from the position in which 
we now find ourselves. Lie admitted the 
force of Sandford Flemng’s remark in the 
letter to the Minister of Militia, that the 
Government must be prepared to pay @ 
fair price for the work done; and he did 
not think the House would require the 
Governm ‘nt to utterly ruin men who had 
undertiken the work at altogether unre- 
munerative prices. He was strongly op- 
posed to Government monopolies, whether 
of Railways or Banking institutions 
(hear aud laughter), and thought the 
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Government should confine themselves ; the Government, it would be subject to 


to developing Confederation. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government ought to be satished with 
the tone of the debate. In ordinary cir- 
eumstances the Government might hive 
felt called upon to accept the cffer made 
by the hon. member for Sherbrooke in the 
concluding portion of his speech, but the 
law provided that the line should Le com- 
menced in six months and should be car- 
ried on uninterruptedly until finished. 
Under the plon proposed, long delays woul 
take place in the organiz.ng of, and char- 
tering, a Company, to whom to let the 
building of the road. The Intercolonial 
Act provided that the road should be built 
by the Government directly, and the mo- 
tion of the hon. gentleman was not a cen- 
sure on the Government, but on the House, 
Tt was a statement that the House was 
wrong inits Act of two years ago. The 
Imperial Intercolonial Guarantee Act pro- 
vided, that the loan should be made, only 
provided, that within two years an Act 
should be passed for the construction of 
the line, subject to the approval of the Se- 
cretary of State. This necessary Act was 
passed and approved of, and it wis 
now impossible to pass another 
Act, as the two years were passed. No 
change could now be mide without a fur- 
ther appeal to the Imperial authorities. 
Supposing an incorporated Company e.mld 
be formed here to carry out the Railway, 
which was a physical impossibility, they 
would have to getan Act through the Im- 
perial Parliament to relieve the Canadian 
Government from the responsibility of 
completing the Railway. The Govern- 
ment must see that these Acts were car- 
ried out in good faith, and it would be a 
breach of faith to cause a delay of even 
six months. Recourse could not be had 
to the Imperial Government, who had no 
power to change the Acts. He thought 
the hon. member for Charlotte was bound 
to give the names of the capitalists will- 
ing to undertake the work. In keeping 
back he was not using the Government 
fairly. The construction of the road was 
one thing, the working it another, and 
after the construction the Government 
might leise—to the Grand Trunk or to 
the Company spoken of by the hon. mem- 
ber for Carleton. But when these rail- 
roads were isolated and in their worst po- 
sition, it was not fair to give them out now 
at long lease, when connected with the 
main trunk line, and with the American 
railways, these roads would be valuable 
property, and then the Government might 
come to Parliament to consider carefully 
whit was the most profitable way of 
working these railways. He admitted 
that if the railway were worked by 


Mr. Cartwright. 


the evil of having political friends appoint- 
ed to positions tor which they were not 
well fitted. But with the construction of 
the railwy no such objection could be 
taken. The House was very jealous of 
any connection between Railways and the 
Government, and he recollected well the 
undeserved obloquy heaped upon the Gov- 
ernment, of which he was a member, with 
reference to the Grand Trunk, respecting 
which there was always acry raised at elec- 
tions, on account of this House having 


thought the best plan was. to 
appoint commissioners without re- 
moving the responsibility from the 
Government, and he- could say this 


course had been completely successful. 
The conduct of the Commissioners had 
given satisfaction. With regard to the 
failure of the contractors, all the contrac- 
tors must be held to their bonds, and 
knowing this, future contracts would be 
taken at a fair price and all fear on 
that point could be considered at an end. . 
That the road would be finished as speedily 
by the Government as by any other way 
was quite clear. The expenses of the com- 
mission was far less than the machinery of 
the board of directors of any other railway 
in Canada or the United States. The chief 
engineers Department was most econom- 
ically managed. The Government did not 
wint to make money out of the road, but 
capitalists would take it for no other pur- 
pose than to make money. Ifa company 
took it they would have to issue bonds, for 


Cinada would not have enough 
home capit to construct the 
work. The Contractors who tendered 


to such a Company would know that they 
would rec ive money and bonds in pay- 
ment, while the Government would give 
cash every fortnight. It was of great im- 
portance that the road should be con- 
structed, for at present we were at the 
mercy of American legislation and Amer- 
ican Caprice, with regard to the bonding 
system (hear). In a political point of 
view its completion would be of priceless 
value (hear). 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT did not presume 
to give his opinion on the legal interpre- 
tation of the Hon. Minister of Justice, 
which had been very ingeniously made, 
but he (Sir A. T.) did not think the Im- 
perial Government would withho!d as- 
sent to amy rersonable prepesition for 
achonge of system. He did acquiese in 
view that the change would cause a delay 
of 18 months, consequently if no delay 
arose there would be no contravention of 
the Imperial Act, and he believed the as- 
sent of the Imperinl Government could be 
got within reas nable t me. 

The amendment of Hon. Sir A. T. GALT 
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was then put and lost. 
93) 


Yeas.—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowman, Burpee, Carmichael, Cartwright, 
Colby, Connell, Currier, Dorion, Ferris, 
Galt, Sir A. T., Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, 
Kierzkowski, Macfarlane, Mackenzie, Ma- 
gill, McDougall (Renfrew), McMonies, 
Metcalfe, Mills, Morrison (Victoria), Oli- 
ver, Paquet, Picard, Redford, Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Wellington), Rymal, Seat- 
cherd, Shanly, Snider, Stirton, Wells, 
Whitehead, Wright (York, Ontario, W. RB.) 
Young.—Total, 40. 

Nays.—Messrs. Anglin, Archambeault, 
Archibald, Beatty, Bechard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brous- 


Yeas 40; nays 


seau, Caldwell, Cameron (Inverness), 
Curling, Caron, Curtier, Casault, Cay- 
ley, Chauveau, Cheval, Cowan, Cos- 


tigan, Coupal, Keeler, Jackson, Hutech- 
ison, Hurdon, Howe, Holmes, Hincks, 
Heath, Hagar, Grover, Gray, Grant, Gibbs, 
Gendron, Gaudet, Gaucher, Fortin, Fortier, 
Dunkin, Dufresne, Drew, Dobbie, Daoust, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Law- 
son, LeVesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), 
Macdonald, Sir John A., McDonald (Lunen- 
McDonald (M.ddlesex), Masson 
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne) McDou- 
gall@hree Rivers), McGreevy, McKeagney- 
McMillan, Merrit, Morris, Morrison 
(Niagara), Munro, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Pouliot, Pozer,, Ray, Read, . Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun- 
das), Ross (Victoria, N.S.) Ryan (Kings 
County), Savary, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
Smith, Sproat, Street, Stephenson, Tilley, 
Tremblay, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, 
Wilson, Workman, Wood, Wright (Ottawa 
County),—Total, 98. Majority for. the 
Government, 57. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


The House’ went into Committee of 
Supply on the item of $150,000, contingen- 
cies. 


Mr. YOUNG called attention to the ex- 
cessive amount for contingencies. The 
items of contingent printing and advertis- 
ing was very large mdeed, amounting to 
over $50,000. Each one of the Depart- 
ments paid several thousand dollars yearly 
to newspapers. The Departments had 
paid last year something like $15,000 for 
telegrams—a most excessive charge. Cab 
hire cost over $1,900 fora few of the De- 
partments. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY explained that the 
Customs Department had to pay large 
amounts for telegraphing the | tariff 
changes. The item of printing was greatly 
increased by the necessity of furnishing 
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Customs offices, New Brunswick, with new 
books and blanks. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Lunenburg) said that 
the new system of keeping Customs books 
established in New Brunswick was cum- 
brous, and involved the keeping of extra 
clerks by merchants doing business with 
the Departments. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY explained that the 
returns required by the Dominion were 
more detailed than under the former 
system. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON called attention to 
the charge for subscriptions to the Year 
Book, which appeared to him excessive. 
There was also a charge for advertising for 
which he could see no use in such a publi- 
cation. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
the book was useful for the information it 
contained. Large numbers were circulated 
in England for its usefulness. It had cre- 
ateda revolution in England, in opinion, 
with respect to the resources and capa- 
bilities of the Dominion. The Year Book 
had been asked for by the emigrant agents 
in England, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he also noticed 
a charge for Gazetteers. Hach Depart- 
ment had taken #30 worth and the Post 
Office had taken $60 worth. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that it was the Dominion Directory. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that it must be 
charged under both names, as he found it 
charged twice in the different Departments. 
Was it necessary also for the Militia Clerks 
to read the Saturday Review. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER.—Cer- 
tainly, he read it himself. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it might be very 
well to joke about it, but the subscriptions 
to newspapers and periodicals were in each 
Department $400, and insome even $2,000. 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that this had been a long standing practice, 
and last yeara large number had been cut 
off. 

Mr. YOUNG said the process must be 
very gradual. Last year the advertismg 
cost $15,000. 


Mr. MACKENZIE gave a specimen ofthe 
advertising, when for a piece of work at 
the Cornwall Canal, amounting, altogether 
to $9,000, the cost ofadvertising had been 
$320. It was an outrage. No business 
man would have spent $25 on the same 
thing. He had no objection to advertising 
in the principal papers mm Montreal and 
Toronto, but it was utterly of no use to 
advertise a local work in papers in remote 
parts of the Dominion. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that he had 
given orders not to advertise beyond a 
certain amount. But he thought that 
sometimes it was not politic to restrict the 
advertising. \ 

Mr. MACKENZIE desired to know how the 
advertising was done. He saw the adver. 
tisements largely displayed. Themember 
for Cornwall had introduced a system by 
which the Government printer was in 
structed toset up the advertisments com 
pactly, and send it to the newspapers with 
instructions to them that nothing beyond 
the measure would be allowed. 


The item for Departmental Contingen- 
cies and Stationery passed. 

At one o'clock the Committee rose and 
reported and the House adjourned. 


Rouline 


SENATE. 
Ortawa, April 13, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 
After the ordinary routine proceedings, 


EXPLANATION. 


Hon.'Mr. RYAN said—I ask leave to call 
attention to an error Which has crept into 
a report of some remarks I made in the 
House on a previous day. This report 
appears in a highly respectable journal 
the Daily News of Montreal, which circula- 
tes largely not only in this country but in 
the United States as well. I am very 
unwilling to allow any time to pass with- 
out giving an immediate contradiction to 
the error which has obviously occurred in 
the transmission by the telegraph, for I 
notice that it does not appear in the same 
report which is published in other papers. 
If Lallowed the matter to remain uncon- 
tradicted, it would create a misconstruc- 
tion as to the feelings of this House, where 
IL was allowed to make such remarks. 
‘The words which Iam reported to have 
used are these: ‘It would in the event of 
@ withdrawal of troops become an impor- 
tant question how we should protect our 
fortified posts, which, if rumour be cor- 
rect would be soon surrendered to the United 
States.’ (laughter). 
yemember thit I never used such expres- 
slons—that they are the last I could have 
used. I therefore rise to correct the error, 
so that there may be no wrong impression 
anywhere as to the feeling of the House 
and country, with respect to the fortifica- 
tions at Halifax, Quebec, and other places 
in the Dominion. It is hardly necessary 
to observe that the universal feeling is that 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 
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these fortifications must be retained at all 
hazards. As respects the error in ques- 
tion, I think it arose in this way. The 
words I used were ‘surrender to us, “I 
mean the Dominion Government. In the 
transmission by telegraph, the latter word 
probably came to stand for the abbrevia- 
tion U. 8S. and was 69 understood 
by the Editor when he published the re- 
port, With regard to the reporting of 
this House, I must say we see a marked 
difference in the style of the reports that 
appear to-day. 


Business 


THE ADJOURNMENT. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS did not press his motion 
in reference to the adjournment, but allow- 
ed it to stand over until the following day. — 


FENIAN RUMOURS. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY then said :—I rise for 
the purpose of asking the Government 
some questions with reference to a sub- 
ject which is now disturbing the mind of 
the people, in certain localities partivular- 
ly. I would wish the Government to in- 
form us, in the first place whether they 
have any information relative to contem- 
plated Fenian raids, and secondly, whether 
in the event of such reports being true 
and large expenditures necessarily entailed, 
the Dominion will have to bear the whole 
burthen. Ican see no justice whatever 
in the argument set up by the Manches- 
ter school, that the people of Great Brit- 
ain should not be taxed to support troops 
for the defence of the Colonies. I am pre- 
pared to maintain that troops have been 
retained in this country, not for Colonial 
but for Imperial purposes. What is the os- 
tensible cause of this very Fenian move- 
ment. Isit not the intention to strike a 
blow at Great Britain through Br.tish 
America? The alleged wrongs of Ireland 
are to be revenged by destroying life and 
property in the Dominion. Under these 
circumstances I beg leave to put the ques- 
tions I have mentioned, to the Govern- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied :—The 
Government have not received any infor- 
mation which they can properly commu- 
nicate to the House, more than what can 
be seen in the newspapers. What other 
information the Government may 
have, cannot be revealed at present 
without serious detriment to the 
public service. Such measures however, 
will be taken by the Government as will 
effectually meet any difficulty that may 
arise. | think, with the measures 
in progress, it would be impossible for the 
Government to be taken by surprise. No- 
thing can take place, I may asseré with con- 
fidence, without the Government being 
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fully made aware of it. As respects the: 
question of the expense that would be en- 
tailed in case of any invasion, it would 
necessarily be serious. We know that it 
was serious in the case of the attempted 
Invasion some yearsago. The burden of 
that expenditure had then to be borne by 
the Dominion, and I apprehend the same 
thing will occur in the event of a similar 
contingency. A claim that Great Britain 
should participate in the expense has been 
advanced and pressed, and cannot vet be 
considered as decided. I quiteagree with 
my hon. friend when he says that these 
dangers arise from causes entirely beyond 
our “control, and that we ahoutth not be 
made to suffer. I think, under these cir- 
cumstances, there is justice in the claim 
which has been brought forward and is 
ait open. 


MESSAGE. 


A message was received from the House’ 
ef Commons that they had agreed to the 
amendment made by the Senate to, th 
Bill intituled “An Act to authorize the 
Township of Collingwood, in the County of 
Grey, to impose and collect Harbour Dues, 
at the mouth of the Beaver River, and for 
other purposes.”’ Also to the amendment 
made to the Bill intituled ‘An Act to in- 
corporate the Montreal and Champlain 
Junetion Railway Company.” 


THE PENITENTIARY ACT. 


On a motion for the third reading of the 
Penitentiary Amendment Bill, 


Hon Mr. CAMPBELL referred to the 
objection that had been made, on the pre- 
vious day, to the fifth clause of the Bill. 
The members from New Brunswick hid 
especially expressed their dissatisfaction 
with the provision which stipulated that 
no sentences for periods less than two 
~ years should be carr.ed out henceforth in 
the Provincial Penitentiaries. Now, he 
would state that, in accordance with the 
promise he had given, he had some con- 
yersation on the subject with the Minister 
of Justice, who said that it had been well 
understood at the time the Union was ar- 
ranged, that the Penitentiaries of the sev- 
eral Provinces would be brought under 
one uniform system, and the same sen- 
tences should be carried out in all the 
institutions. without distinction. It had 
also Leen proved—and the Minister of 
Justice had given considerable attention 
to the subject—from the experince of the 
working of the Penitentiaries in other 
countiies, that’ sentences for periods less 
than two yerrs ought not to be carried out 
im such institutions, as there was’ no suffi- 
cient time to teach trades and otherwise 
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reform the prisoners. At the same time, 
there was every disposition to meet the 
objection that had been taken, that it 
would take considerable time for the coun- 
ties in the Lower Provinces to make the 
arrangements necessary in order to carry 
out the provisions of the Bill. He would 
therefore suggest to the House an altera- 
tion in the fifth clause, so that sentences 
under one year should be carried out in 
Penitentiaries until the first of May, 1873 ; 
sentences under two years from that day 
until the following year, when the change, 
as contemplated in the original clause, 
would go into effect. 
The Bill, as amended, then passed. 


ONTARIO AND ERIE CANAL. 


Hon. Mr DICKSON moved the second 
| reading of the Bill intituled ‘*An Act to 
incorporate the Ontario and Erie Ship Ca- 
nal Company,’’ and in doing so strongly 
urged the importange of the. undertaking: 
upon the House. He referred to the num- 
ber of men.of capital that took an interest 
in the. carrying out of the project, and the 
advantage that it would confer upon the 
country by affording additional facilities for 
the transportation of the produce of the 
West. The Boards of Trade of Milwaukee, 
Chicago, New York, and other places had 
expressed themselves in favour ofthe enter- 
prise, and indeed it was only necessary to 
look at the map to see how necessary it 
was to the trade of Canada. The measure, 
he pointed out, had been introduced into 
the other branch of the Legislature by the 
member for Niagara, it h: ‘d_ encountered 
successfully the or deal of the Railw: ay Com- 
mittee, and eventually passed without any 
opposition. No doubt not only the import- 
ance of the undertaking, but the fact of its 
being supported by so many authorities, 
had rendered its passage through the House 
so easy. After the scrutiny the measure 
had undergone elsewhere, it was not neces- 
sary for him to go into any lengthy details 
especially as there would be sufficient op- 
portunity in Committee to discuss it more 
fully, and afford any information on the 
subject that may be desired. 


Hon. Mr. BENSON was not prepared to 
give his unqualified support to a measure 
of such a character, under existing circum- 
stances. It was the understood policy of 
the Government to retain the canals in 
their own hands, and he wished to know if 
it was intended to depart from such a po- 
licy. Again when he found that the pro- 
moters of the undertaking were Americans, 
according to the admissions of the hon. 


| gentleman who had just spoken, he thought 


the House should move with the greatest 

caution, unless we were prepired to 

allow them to control our ecommerce, He 
> 
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would not, however, further discuss the 


it came up in due form in Committee. 


Hon. Mr. DICKSON was not surprised 
to find such objections proceeding from an 
hon. gentleman who was necessarily a sup- 
porter of the Welland Canal. Now, the 
Welland could never afford the facilities 
for trade that the other Canal would do, 
when it was in operation. As respects 
the shareholders in the undertaking, the 
names of many of them were perfectly 
familiar to the hon. member. It was very 
doubtful, he added, if the locks of the 
Welland Canal could be enlarged so as to 
accommodate a certain class of vessels, 
such as the contemplated Canal would 
accommodate. 


Hon. Mr. BENSON was of opinion that 
the undertak.ng in question was a purely 
American undertaking. In regard to the 
Welland, it was well known to be the in- 
tention to enlarge it; infact, it was a part 
of the Confederation scheme. It was 
absurd to say that there could be any diffi- 
culty in enlarging the locks. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY suggested that if 
there was any spare capital awaiting in- 
vestment, and the Canal in question was 
not proceeded with, he would advise its 
expenditure in opening up that very desir- 
able work—the Bay Verte Canal. 

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill 
referred to the Standing Committee on 
Banking and Railways. 


RED RIVER. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. McCULLY, second- 
ed by Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD, it was order- 
ed that the Hon. Mr. Christie be added to 
the Committee on the subject of Rupert's 
Land, Red River, and the North West 
Ter ritoxy, with a view of collecting infor- 

mation respecting the condition, climate, 
soil, population, resources, and) natural 
products of the country, its trade, institu- 
tions, and cap2b.litics, and the means of 
access thereto. 


THE PUBLIC PRINTING. 


Hon, Mr. SIMPSON moved the adoption 
of the seventh report of. the Joint Com- 
mittee of the Senate and House of Com- 
mons on the Printing of Parliament. The 
hon. gentleman explained that the Com- 
mittee on Printing had entered into a 
contract with Mr. Taylor to do the print- 
ing of Parlimment at certain rates. Sub- 
sequently the Government, under the Act 
of last session, made a contract with the 
same person for the Departm<ntal Print- 
ing. Mr. Taylor, therefore, became the 
Parliamentary and Depar tmental Printer. 
Now, within the present session, accounts 


Hon. Mr. Benson. 
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| had been presented, in which two prices 
matter at that stage, but would wait until | 


were charged for the same work. The 
practice of the last ten years had been 
like this: when the Postmaster General 
had his report ready it-was handed over to 
the contractor, who printed it and kept 
the type standing—furnishing the Gov- 
ernment with the number of copies re- 
quired. When other copies were required, 
they got them at contract pr.ces, and 
there was no charge except for paper and 
press work. The printer, however, con- 
tended that he had the right under his 
two contracts to claim double charges for 


all printing that he might execute for the 


joint useof the Government and Parlia- 
ment, when such documents were ordered 
by the Government for Departmental use. 
In other words, as the report showed, he 
wanted to be paid twice for the same 
composition. Under these circumstances, 
the Committee hid no other alternative 
than to report to the House against allow- 
ing any such arrangement, which was con- 
trary to custom, and to the spirit and in- 
tention of the contract; and, which, if 
permitted, would entail an additional ex. 
pense of some $7,000, if not $9,000, an- 
nually, upon the country. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL must ask his hon. 
friend to allowthe motion to stand over 
for the present. It was necessary, before 
deciding finally, to enquire into the effect 
of the contract. Mr. Taylor had a con- 
tract for the Parliamentary as well as for 
the Departmental printing, and it was ad- 
visible to know clearly whether he occu- 
pied a position different from whit would 
be occupied were the contracts held by 
two different parties. The House should 
be guided by the legal operations and effect 
of the contract. It was also known thata 
similar motion was before the House. of: 
Commons, andas that body had the chief 
responsibility for the public expenditures 
it would be better to postpone the consid- 
eration of the subject until the Senate 
knew what had. been done'in the other 
branch. 


Hon. Mr. ATKINS stated that he had 
notyet been able to communicate with 
Mr. Taylor on the subject, as he had been 
unwell, and that. was an additional reason 
for not proceeding forthwith with the con- 
sideration of the report. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT alluded to the econ- 
omical and satisfactory manner in which 
the prev.ous contractors had fulfilled their 
engagements, and had predicted at the 
time the chinge was made, that just such 
ditficulties would arise as the House had 
now to consider. 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON said that simular 
accounts were coming in all the time, and 
it was necessary that some decision should 
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be arrived at as soon as possible. The re- 
port of. the Committee, though 
composed of some _ twenty-two gen- 


tlemen, had been unanimous. 
Hon, Mr. SANBORN said that he was not 


of the opinion that the House should be |- 


guided as to the course they ought to take 


in the matter, by what might be done in| 


another place. He was not, however, sur- 
prised at the claims set up by the Parlia- 
mentary Printer. It was just what he ex- 
pected last year, when he showed how 
unwise it was to give up the contract, with 
Hunter and Rose, which had been actually 
the means of a large saving inan important 
branch of public expenditure. Itwas_ be- 
lieved then that Mr. Taylor could not effici- 
ently perform his contract at the prices he 
tendered. 

Hon. Mr. REESOR regretted that his 
hon, friend appeared willing to yield to 
the request of the Postmaster General. 
The report had been before the House for 
some days, and there was no reascn for the 
delay asked for. The ground taken by 
the contractor was one that had the tend- 
ency to subvert all the good that had been 
done for the last six or seven years by the 
Joint Committee on Printing. Only 
twelve years since, the printing of the 
Parliament of Canada amounted to $180,000 
a year. The results of the efforts of the 
Committee had been to bring down the 
sum to-$30,000, and even less one year. 
He now held in his hands, a copy of the 
report of the Minister of Public Works, 
which was endorsed on the cover, with the 
words—‘‘Printed by order of the House of 
Commons.” That was one of the reports 
that had been always considered as belong- 
ing to the printing .of Parliament. A 
certain number of copies went to the De- 
partments, and a certain number to the 


Houses. Now, the present contractor 
charged $208.83 ior . 1870 copies 
of ..the .. report,’ under >the. Par- 
liamentary contract, and in -addition 


$175.024 for 500 copies, under the depurt- 
mental coniract ; making the total $383.853 
or $120.5545 more than if the whole had 
been, charged under the. Parliamentary 
Contract, as it should have been. That 
statement would show the House the ef- 
fects of the claim set up by the printer. 

Hon Mr. AIKINS stated that he had been 
anxious to see Mr. Taylor, but, as he had 


before said, he had not yet been able to do | 


80. He did not wish for any unnecessary 
dehy, and certainly no accounts of the 
character complained of would be settled 
in the interim. pn 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON agreed to defer the 
consideration of the report until Tuesday 
next. The Report was accordingly so de 
ferred, 
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The House then adjourned until the next 
day at 3 o'clock. 
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Printing. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 13, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three. 
o’clock. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the report of the Committee on Public 
Accounts on the return respecting the 
Bank of Montreal, referred to them. 


SEIGNIORIAL ACT. 


Mr. GODIN introduced a Bill toamend 
the Seigniorial Act, Chap. 41, Consolidated 
Statutes. 


SALARIES OF JUDGES. 


Mr. RYAN (Kings, N.B.,) asked why 
there was a difference between the salaries 
of the several Judges of the Supreme Court 
in the Maritime Provinces, and that receiv- 
ed by the several Judges of the Provinces 
of Quebec and Ontario. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the reason of the difference was that the 
salaries of the Judges were fixed by an Act 
of Parliament. Why Parliament pxssed 
that Act he could not tike upon himself 
to say, but the Government could only pay 
the salaries fixed by that Act. 


PILOTAGE. 


Mr. WORKMAN asked whether it was 
the intention of the Government to intro- 
duce during*the present session a Bill to 
assimilate the systems of Pilotage which 
now prevail throughout the Dominion, 
and to remove the disubilities which the 
vessels of Quebec and Ontario now labour 
under in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 
ports. 

Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was not their intention to do so this ses- 
sion, but hoped to introduce a Bill on the 
subject next Session. 


PICTOU AND CAPE BRETON STEAMERS. 


Mr. CAMERON (Inverness) asked 
whether it was the intention of the Gov- 
ernment, during the present Session, to 
subsidize any steamer to ply between the 
Railroad Terminus, Pictou, N.S., and any 
Port in Cape Breton. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
was not their intention to do so this Ses- 
sion. 


1023 Routine 


TRANSATLANTIC MAIL SERVICE. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER asked the Govern- 
ment the following questions :—lIlst. Has 
the Inman Company, under the terms of 
their contract, right to employ in the 
Trans-Atlantic Postal Service such a slow 
steamer as the ‘City of Cork,” si1id steam- 
er being g nerally considered, both in re- 
gard to her rate of speed and passenger ac- 
commodation, unfit for such service ? 2nd. 
Has the Government taken any measures 
to ascertain whether the Inm2n steamer 
“City of Boston,’’? which left Halifax, Jan- 
uary 28, for Liverpool, with mails. and a 
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of limited to the apportionment of the ex- | 
cess of said debt over $62,500,000 between 
the Province of Quebec and the Province of | 
Ontario. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that was a question of law, and the mover, 
being a lawyer, was as able toanswer it as 
he was. He would say to his honourable 
friend as a doctor once said whn asked 
casually what he thought of a certain case. 
The docter’s reply wis, ‘‘I think you had 
better take advice on the subject. (Laugh- 
ter.) 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said he wished to know 


large number of passengers, was overload- | the decision of the Government on the 
ed and thus rendered incapvble of resist- subject. 


ing the gales experienced by the Cunard 
ste:mer ‘‘Nemesis’’ and the Allan steamer 
‘‘Nestorian,’’ and troop ship ‘Orontes,”’ 
which vessels encountered the same wea- 
ther and reached their destinations in 
safety, while the fate of the ‘“ City of 
Boston’’ is still a matter of uncertainty 
and doubt? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
with respect to the first question, that the 
Inman Company had a right to use the 
same steamers under contract with our 
Post Office Department as they had under 
the Imperial contract. The ‘City of 
Cork’? was one of the steamers which 
they had a right to employ under the In- 
perial contract. In answering the sec- 
ond question, he could say that the Gov- 
ernment had taken measures to ascertain 
the particulirs alluded to, and had _ re- 
ceiv.d a letter from the New York 
agent of the Company, and to the effect 
that the City of Boston was not overloaded, 
and that the regulations of this line on this 
point were very stringent and always 
carried out. 


DEBT OF THE PROVINCES. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD asked the following 
questions :— 

Ist. Does the determination of the 
amount of the debt of the late Province of 
Canida with the several items and the 
amount of each item composing thit debt 
rest with, and is it imposed upon the Gov- 


ernment and Parliament of Canada, or does { them, 


it rest with, and is it impos:d upon, the 
Arbitrator’s under the British North Am- 
erica Act. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—It ie 
a question of law. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL moved for the 
names of the parties who have tendered 
for locomotives, &c., on the Intercolonial 
Railway—Carried. 


DOMINION SHIPPING. 


Mr. FORTIN moved for the correspon- 
dence and the return of the number of 
vessels owned in the Dominion in July, 
1867. He believed that the present returns 
were not correct, the names being given of 
those registered, which do not represent 
those really owned. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that if he could show the number was 
greater they would all be delighted. 


Mr. FORTIN said that in the return pre- 
sented in 1863, the tonnage was 808,431, 
and in 1867 the returns showed 32,000 less, 
and he could not believe that the tonnage 
had decreased, the contrary, he was 
persuaded, being the fact. He desired to 
obtain a list of the vessels sold, wrecked 
or otherwise disposed of, as he was per- 
suaded there was a larger number credi- 
ted than were owned in the Dominion. He 
knew it was difficult to obtain such a 
return, as they were obliged to follow the 
vessels to ascertain what had become of 
t He did not desire to blame the 
officials for this, as they had, no doubt, 
done what they cculd, and he thought 
that if the lists were produced errors could 


2nd. Have the Arbitrators under the | be pointed out. 


British North America Act anything to do 
with settling and determining the several 


items, or any of them, and the amounts | 


thereof which shall compose the debt of 
the late Province of Canada and the aggre- 
gate debt of the said Province, or is the 
jurisdiction of the said Arbitrators in re- 

spect of said debt and several items there- 


Hon, Dr, Tupper. 


Mr. E. M. McDONALD (Lunenburg) 
said that in the lists appeared the nimes 
of those which had been broken up twenty 
years before. It was most important to 
hive a correct list prepared, and none 
hid yet been made up. ; 


Motion carried. 
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“GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING. 


Mr. YOUNG moved for the return of 
amounts paid by any of the departments 
for subscriptions and advertising in news- 
papers in 1869 


[APRIL 


COMMUNICATION WITH NORTH WEST 
TERRITORY. 


Dr. GRANT, in moving for the Reports 
of the Public Works on the route of Mr. 
Dawson through the Thunder Bay region, 
said he was simply desirous of obtaining 
the fullest information bearing upon the 
very important subject of the selection of 
the best line of communication with the 
Nor’ West Territories. He was of opinion 
the Government had acted judiciously in 
opening up at present the old canoe route 
of the Hudson’s Bay Co., which he hoped 
would be more a temporary rather than a 
permanent means of communicaton, pro- 
viding the information he had received 
from various sources would coincide with 
the observations of the Department of 
Public Works made last season. It is a 
well known fact that the Thunder Bay re- 
gion possesses all the physical character- 
istics peculiar to Laurentian regions 
generally, abounding in high hills and 
deep ravines, by far the most expensive 
physical difficulties to be overcome in the 
construction of any road. During the re- 
cent debate on the Nipigon country, the 
hon. member for Algoma adverted to a 
dam about to be built on the Mattawan 
River, half a mile in length and sixty feet 
high, by which the water was to be elevated 
30 feet above its present level. The 
estimated cost was $12,000, but from infor- 
mation he had received, and from his per- 
sonal knowledge of the country such a 
dam as proposed would cost $120,000 if not 
more. He was anxious from these various 
facts which had come within the knowl. 
edge of many, thatthe results of the ex- 
aminations made last fall should be brought 
down, so that some reliable idea might be 
formed of the practicability or probable 
cost of the proposed Canal route from 
Thunder Bay to Fort Garry. He was of 
opinion this matter could not be too forci- 
bly brought under the notice of the Gov- 
ernment, as the remoteness of this country, 
and the consequent difficulty of getting 
reliable information in regard to it, might 
lead to the expenditure of large sums of 
money on a route which ultimately might 
be of no practical utility. We had 
only to advert to the early history of the 
public works of this country to be remind- 
ed, how, from insufficiency of information, 
larger sums of money had been expended 
without any beneficial result, such as in 
the connection of Lakes Huron and On- 
tario through the Trent region, fully half 
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a million was thus thrown away prior to 
the finding cut of a direct means of com- 
munication.’ What he should like to see, 
would be Lake Nipigon taken asa base of 
operations, and observations extended east 
and west in order to gain accurate infor- 
mation concerning that whole section of 
country, with a view to the formaticn of a 
permanent way to the Red River Territory, 
in the meantime the Thunder Bay Route 
would serve as a temporary means of com- 
munication. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he had not suffici- 
ent information to say, how fur the state- 
ments, that the route from Thunder Bay to 
Fort Garry was all but impracticable were 
well founded ; but he was satisfied that even 
if the most sanguine expectations of the 
promoters of that route were well founded, 
it was obvious that it must beavery imper- 
fect line of communication, as.it would be 
closed by winter six months in the year. 
He regarded the discovery made by Prof. 
Bell, who was declared by Sir W. Logan to 
be an able and reliable man, as very im- 
portant. Prof. Bellinformed the Committee 
of Agriculture and Immigration that the 
country, from the head of Lake Superior to 
Lake Nipigon, and for 90 miles westward 
towards Fort Garry, was very favourable 
for a line of railway, and he was informed 
that for 100 miles further it was of the 
same character. We know that for 90 
miles east of Fort Garry, the country was 
level and the soil of good quality. Under 
these circumstances he hoped that no 
time would be lost in making a thorough 
survey from Nipigon to Fort Garry, as it 
was evident, that, if we would make the 
North-West Territory an important part of 
this Dominion, we must have rapid, easy, 
and constant communication with it from 
here at all seasons of the year. 


Mr. HOLMES said he was glad the hon. 
member for Russell had asked for the re- 
ports so far as made last fall by the Public 
Works Department, and under, he beliey- 
ed, the able charge of Mr. Monro. He knew 
something of the peculiarities of that sec- 
tion of country, and from the various relia- 
ble accounts he received, he thought the 
construction of a road in the Thunder Bay 
region would be attended with great dit- 
ficulty and a very large expenditure of 
public money. He was one of those who 
believed that the sooner we had a perma- 
nent way to the North-West the better. He 
had considerable experience in road con- 
struction, and felt satisfied that the 
mountainous country about Thunder Bay 
and westward would not prove very 
conducive to road construction. What 
he would like to see, would be a 
continuous route such as a railroad to 
the North-west, which must take the place 
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of any land and water communication as 
proposed by Mr. Dawson, Under these 
circumstances he hoped athorough explo- 
ration would be made through the level 
country to the north of Lake Superior, in 
the Nipigon region, as recommended by 
Professor Bell, before the Government 
would undertake the expenditure of large 
sums of public money on the road now in 
process cf construction. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that when 
Dawson was sent out, he was sent to open 
up atemporary road to Fort Garry. ‘The 
work was commenced, and the read built, 
except 27 miles. Mr. Dawson, in his re. 
port, recommended the construction of a 
very large and expensive dam. Mr. Mun- 
roe was afterwards sent up to make further 
examinations as to the feasibility of the 
reute. This gentleman’s report had 
only been in for a few days. New surveys 
were to be made of the region between 
Nipigon and Fort Garry, the object of 
which was to discover whether a mixed 
route of land and water would not be best. 
Measures would be adopted to ensure 
that no difficulty should arise between the 
surveyors and Indian tribes of that sec- 
tion. Next session the Government would 
be able to tell the House whether or not 
a better road cannot be had to the North 
West. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the land in the 
Nipigon country was a terra incognita to 
every one. No one had been there whe 

was qualified to state what were the facili- 
ties offered by this section of country. He 
himself believed that the Nipigon route 
would be the longest,as the lake was further 
from Fort Garry than Thunder Bay, which 
was also the best harbour. Because there 
was some good available land in Nipigon, 
was no reason why that route should be 
adopted. He cautioned the Government 
against paying too much attention to hints 
about a new country without a thorough 
examination. By the present route they 
had about 300 miles of water communica- 
tion. and 130 miles of land, and so far the 
route was favourable. The Nipigon was 
difficult to reach in many ways, and they 
knew little of the country except the land 
around the shores of that lake. Nipigon 
Lake was 160 feet above the water level of 
Lake Superior, and the harbour at the 
mouth of Nipigon river was not in any way 
as favourable as the Thunder Bay harbour. 


He would like to know if the survey of 


Mr. Dawson was the same as that made by 
the Department of Public Works. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said that Thunder Bay 
appeared to him to be a great harbour 
formed by nature. He trusted that the 
Minister of Public Works would give the 
whole matter, of such vast importance, an 
earnest and prudent consideration. 


Mr. Holmes. 
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Dr. GRANT said it was a well known 
fact, that all those who have either 
seen or written about this section of the 
country agree as to its level character. 
The recent work of Mr. Rus- 
sell, of this city, contains much useful 
information on this very subject, and 
it is well known that the vast Laurentian 
Range, which crosses a_ great por- 
tion of the Dominion of Canada, is backed 
up by a level country extending up the 
Valley of the Ottawa towards the Montreal 
River, and on to the Winnipeg basin. 
Such is also corroborated by various explor- 
ers who have visited these sections of the 
country. Prof. Bell pointed out the ex- 
istence of a level silurian country in the 
Nipigon region entirely different from 
what was generally supposed, and well 
adapted for railway communication. Lake 
Nipigon is 150 feet above the level of 
Lake Superior, instead of 400 feet as gene- 
rally stated. He was not aware 
that any particular survey of the Matawan 
and Shebandowan had been made by Mr. 
Dawson, where public works, involving a 
large expenditure of money, were to be 
constructed. Last session when the Goy- 
ernment learned the facts, an examination 
under the charge of their able chief, Mr. 
Page, was at once set on foot, and now it 
is known from the physical features of that 
section that it will be an exceedingly diffi- 
cult matter to hold the requisite body of 
water, even after the proposed dam on the 
Matawan was constructed. The fact of 
gentlemen holding mineral lands about 
Thunder Bay should not be a sufficient 
reason for the advocacy of this route in 
preference to amore available means of 
communication. He felt satisfied the 
Nipigon country would offer all the physi- 
cal peculiarities favourable to railway con- 
struction, and he hoped that the day was 
not far distant when the first link of such 
a railroad would be commenced, and ex- 
tended to the Atlantic on the one hand 
and the Pacific on the other, and thus 
consolidate our Dominion. 


The motion was carried. 


Territory. 


LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD moved for the appoint- 
ment ofa Select Committee on the Land Im- 
provement Fund of Upper Canada. He 
said that motion referred to the resolution, 
which was considered the other day. The 
Leader of the House was the guardian of 
its liberties, and he called upon that hon. 
gentlemen to see thit nothing was placed 
upon the Journals of the House, which 
might be established asa precedent in- 
jurious to those liberties. He then called 
attention to the ruling of the Speaker the 
other day, agvinst his resolution and said 
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the Speaker had confounded the object 
of the resolutions with that of resolutions 
asking money expenditure. He called to 
the notice of the House the rules on the 
subject and to the case of Baron de Vaux, 


in which a resolution ofthe whole House} 


was passed stating that compensation 
should be made, and upon which resolu- 
tion the Government of the day acted. 
He wished to remove from himself the 
odium of having brought this matter irregu- 
larly before the House’ and_ to 
show that it was not his fault if’ the 
honour of the Government of the country 
had not been kept with the settlers. 
The Committee he had selected comprised 
as many members from Quebec as from 
Ontario. 

Mr. CASAULT said the question raised 
by the member for Brant was a purely le- 
gal one, and one that should and must be 
submitted to the Arbitrators and not to 
this House. The mover only desired to 
make an impression on the Arbitrators, 
otherwise he would not have brought the 
matter here. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD denied that he had 
done s0, his only object being to protect 
the poor settlers. 


Mr. CASAULT entered into details at 
considerable length with regard to the 
formation and disposal of the fund in 
question. 

Mr. FERGUSON said, the last speaker 
had wandered from the point. The ques- 
tion was simply whether the settlers had 
been induced to purchase land and settle 
them on the understanding that they were 
to be allowed one-fourth of the price for 
improvements. The question was whether 
it was intended to deal fairly with the set- 
tlers and carry out the agreement with 
them in good faith. The moment that 
the Order in Council was cancelled giving 
this amount, subsequent purchasers would 
have no claim; but those who had pur- 
chased previously, although they had not 
paid up, were clearly entitled to the de- 
duction. Had Mr. Casault not been 
_ afraid of his case he would not oppose the 
Committee which was composed of mem- 
bers from all the Provinces. He said he 
had twelve months ago offered to submit 
.the case to Mr. Cameron alone, who was. 
an Upper Canadian. . 

Mr. JACKSON said this was a matter 
for common sense rather than law. It was 
clear that the Order in Council did not con- 
fer the grant but the law itself, in ‘which 
the Order in Council and the Act was ex- 
plicit, that there should be one-fourth of 
the school funds in the Huron Tract set 
aside for improvements, the balance to 
form the Common School Fund. He de- 
nied that an Order in Council could rescind 
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this, as all the funds from that land were to 
be set aside for improvements or for Com- 
mon School Funds. It must be remem- 
bered too that half a dollar an acre had 
better be added to the price to provide for 
the improvement. 

It being six o'clock the SPEAKER left 
the chair. 


Ratiway. 


A¥TER RECESS. 


The House went into Committee on the 
Act respecting the Canada Central Rail- 
way; Mr. JONES (Leeds) in the chair. 

Hon, JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said he had given considerable attention to 
that matter, but would not detain the 
House with a long speech.—The hon. 
gentleman spread out a map on the floor 
of the House, and pointed out certain 
localities, occasioning considerable mer- 
riment amongst the members.—He said 
when the proper time came he would give 
the people of Ontario to understand that 
their rights were laughed out of that 
House when that Bill which assailed those 
rights was brought forward. It would 
be a matter for the hustings, to show that 
laughter was raised when a Bill came up 
which wanted to give away thousands.of 
acres of public lands to advance the in- 
terests of amonopoly and aring. He had 
no personal interest in the matter, but 
merely moved init on public grounds. If 
it were a School Bill that were up, the 
half of the members of the House would 
be round this map to see where a _ certain 
school house was to be located, the hon. 
gentleman went on to point out localities 
on the map, and to show that the pro- 
posed line should not receive the support 
of the House. He would move at the 
proper time an amendment to the effect 
‘‘that the line of road now in course of 
construction between the City of Ottawa 
and Carleton Place should not form part 
of the Central Railway, as far as respects 
the claim for any grant of public lands” 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said the inter- 
ests of the Dominion Government were as 
much concerned in this matteras those of 
the Local Governments. The Government 
of Quebec was greatly interested in the 
preservation of the public lands, and was 
against granting them to any Company 
whatsoever. The principle enunciated by 
the Premier of Ontario as to the inex- 
pediency of handing over the lands was 
worthy the attention of the House, and 
before the Bill passed its third reading he 
(Mr. Chauveau) would propose an amend- 
ment which would embody that principle. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said the Company 
was not a bogus Company, the enterprise 
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was not a swindling one. He then went 
into a long explanation of the details 
connected with the history of the Com- 
pany. 

The hours allotted to private Bills having 
elapsed, the Committee rose and reported 
prograss. 


EASTER MONDAY. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said before proceed- 
ing with orders of the day he would like 
‘to say a word respecting the meeting of 
the House on Monday, which was the only 
unlimited day they had for private Bill 
legislation. He hoped the Government 
would arrange to allowthe House to meet 
on Monday in order that the House should 
have before the last sands of the Session 
had run out, one more open day for private 
Bills. i . 


Mr. FERGUSON hoped the Government 
would not make any rash promise on the 
subject. Ifsomehon. gentlemen had not 
brought forward motions for the purpose 
of making long speeches the House would 
have finished long ago. He thought thatif 
the House sat on Monday it would cause 
great inconvenience to many members 
who did not expect that the House would 
sit on that day. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
would take steps to ascertain, before to- 
morrow night, the sentiments of the House 
on the subject. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said several gentle- 
men on his side of the House had left Ot- 
tawa after pairing off with gentlemen on 
the other side, and after he had expressed 
his opinion that the House would sit on 
Monday. Those gentlemen went away with 
that belief. He hoped the House would 
sit on Monday, as there were no conscien- 
tious objections to do so on the part of hon. 
members (hear, hear). 


The subject then dropped. 


BILLS FROM THE SENATE, 


Several Bills from the Senate were read 
a first time. 


MASTERS’ AND MATES’ CERTIFICATES. 


A Bill respecting certificates to masters 
and mates of ships was read a third time 
and passed. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


The House then went into Committee of 
Supply—Hon. Col. GRAY in the chair. 

On the item of $25,009) for the police of 
she Dominion, 


Hon. Mr. Abbott. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said that there was an 
increase of $5,000. He asked what was the 
reason of the increase ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
police were very strong just now, for rea- 
sons the hon. gentleman would understand. 
They were very numerous on the frontier 
at present. 


Item agreed to. 

On the items of Water Police, Montreal, 
of $8,030— 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD cliimed 
credit for a reduction from $11,628 voted 
last year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said there had been 
a discussion on the matter last session, 
and the Government promised to bring 
forward regulations that would make the 
service uniform. They were at present 
under municipal direction. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
from the nature of Quebec harbour, the 
municipality had no control over the whole 
of it. For the purpose of keeping order, a 
system of harbour police was adopted. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the ground he 
took last session was, that the police would 
be much more efficient under the _ lo- 
cal administration, than under the control 
of officials who were not present. That had 
not been done, and he supposed it would 
not be. The present charges on vessels 
was one-fourth more than would be re- 
quired under a different system. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER thought that local 
management would be more likely to in- 
crease the charges. He thought that there 
was a good ground made out fora reduc- 
tion of charges on vessels. 

That item, and also that of $9,456 for the 
river police at Quebec, were carried. 

Item of $45,270, forsalaries and con- 
tingencies of the Senate, was passed. 


On the item of $80,065, for salaries and 
contingencies of the Commons, 

Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to the 
item of $5,000 for postage and telegrams. 
His impression was that the postage was 
now about $2,300, and he did not see what 
need there was for such an amount to be 
expended on telegrams. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
the same item as last year. Item carried. 

On salaries and contingéncies for Ser- 
geant-at-Arms’ estimate $40,468.75, 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought there were 
many more sessional clerks than any need 
existed for. Item carried without expla-_ 
nation. | 

On the item of $1,000, to pay the Chair- 
man of Commissioners under the House of 
Commons Internal i/onomy Act, in full of 
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all services, attendances and travelling ex- 
penses during the year. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said this Commission 
consisted of three members of the Govern- 
ment, the Speaker as Chairman. That 
hon. gentleman received a salary of $3, 200, 
besides the ordinary sessional allowance to 
members. He considered that that allow- 
ance was ample remuneration for his du- 
ties. The Speaker of the House, under 
the former system, had to mana ge the 
affairs of the House during recess, ‘and he 
. could now surely do that, with the assist- 
ance of threemembers of the Government. 
Yet the Government offered him an ad- 
ditional $1,000, which made _his salary ac- 
tually nearly $5,000. He objected to such 
a vote ever being allowed to pass the 
Committee. 

Tion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Speaker was put to considerable expense 
by those duties, and it was quite, open to 
the House to give him the additional sums 
as recompense. 


Mr. YOUNG thought it an objectionable 
item. He thought that if the Speaker’s 
salary was too low it should be increased, 
but that system of increasing salaries by 
side-winds, which had beenin 1 force during 
the past two years, was very objectionable. 
Duties had devolved upon the Speaker 
before, and could not be more onerous now 
that he was assisted by members of the 
Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the increase was not by a side-wind ; it was 
a direct vote of the House. The Speaker 
received his salary for duties devolving 
upon him during the session. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—“ And during the 
recess.” 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Speaker had no responsibility during 
the recess at all. Previously the Commit 
tee of Contingencies fulfilled those duties. 
‘The Speaker did not live in Ottawa, and 
was often obliged to,come down at con- 
siderable expense. Considerable econ- 
omy had resulted from the alteration, and 
he thought the House would not object to 
the increase, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he should do so 
for one. The Minister of Justice did not 
wish to mislead the House; but, with re- 
gard to the Committee of. Contingencies, 
it had not reported for two years, and the 
Speaker had always entire control of the 
House during recess. There was another 
aspect. If they increased the salary of the 
Speaker of the Commons in that way, 
they must also increase that of the Speaker 

_of the Senate. He thought the Govern- 
ment had acted quite wrongly in intro- 


Committee 


[Aprin 13, 1870.] 


of Supply. 1034 


ducing that ltem in the estimates, and he 
should move that it be struck out. 

Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he should be happy to place the Speaker 
of the Senate on a similar footing, if th.t 
House would accept a similar commission ; 
for there would bea considerable saving 
effected thereby. 

On a division the item 
by 32 votes to 23. 


was: struck oub 


On the item of $6,000, for the Par]. inen- 
tary Library, 
Hon. Mr. WOOD asked what ws to 


be done in the matter of compensai-on ie 
the two Provinces for their Libraries now 
in the Dominion Library ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—‘“T wish 
you may get it.” 

Mr. MACKENZIE said if the Govern- 
ment made a good use of the books, i 
would be better to say nothing of that item. 
Carried. 

Item of $10,000 for printing, binding and 
distributing the laws.—Carried. 

Item of $24,000 for the St. Lawrence and 
Ottawa Railway for two special trains daily 
during the session of Parhament.—Carried. 

Item of $35,000 for printing, printing- 
paper, and pools. binding.—Carr ied. 

On the item for $7,000 for Commission 
for making provision for the Uniformity of 


' the Laws of the Provinces, 


Mr. YOUNG said last year the expense 
had been $20,000, and this year 1t was 
$7,000. He would like to know how that 
occurred ? what was the progress made, 
and when would the work be comple. 
ted ? : 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said, 
as to the first question, he would say that 
the Government had considered it neces- 
sary to appoint only one gentleman as 
Commissioner, instead of a considerable 
number. LP: “pers would be laid before the 
House to shew exactly the progress made. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that according te 
that confession the Government had de- 
liberately violated the law. Money was 
voted to pay a Commission, but that Com- 
mission had never been issued ; in other 
words, the Government had put their 
hands in the public purse for nothing 
(hear, hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Commission, not being one under the 
Great Seal, one person could be appointed, 
instead of a number. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said he regarded the 
whole Commission as a waste of money. 
There was not the slightest probability of 
the Local Governments giving up_ their 
privileges, and therefore no assimilation 


Committee 


1035 


of the laws could take place. He be- 
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a right to know what was done. 


lieved the money was not only wasted, | not think this vote should be pressed. 


but employed for purposes he could not 
approve of. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the money was wanted to complete a very 
valuable paper, which would be laid before 
the House. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD considered the Com- 
mission was a waste of money and brains. 

Mr. MILIS said the Local Governments 
should have first been consulted. The 
Province of Quebec was not included in 
the proposed assimilation of the laws, nor 
could the Legislature of that Province 
give consent to any such scheme. He did 
not think the project should have been un- 
dertaken. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER defended the item. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds) said that when the 
Finance Minister brought down a tariff to 
impose $500,000, for taxation purposes, he 
would oppose the item. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that if the House refused this item, after 
having voted a sum for a similar purpose 
last year, they would be making fools of 
themselves. 

The item was carried. 

The following items were carried :— 

$1,000 for contingencies of the Clerk of 
the Crown in Chancery. 

$2.000 for Miscellaneous Printing. 

$2,400 for Te TE ORY of Quebec; 
$4,800 do. Toronto ; $500 each at Kings*on 
and Montreal; $750 at Halifax, and $800 
for New Brunswick, 


Some discussion arose as to thé manner 
in which the ¢800 for New Brunswick was 
expended, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON proposed that the 
words should be added, ‘In connection 
with the University of New Brunswick.” 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the grant of last year had been expended 
in erecting a building, and it would have 
to be in effect thrown away, if this clause 
was added. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the vote of last 
session was diverted, and it was not too 
late to alter the error. 

Hon. SirJOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the building was completed, and _ this 
vote would be expended in scientific oper- 
ations. 

Mr. MILLS called attention to the ab- 
‘sence of any reports from those observya- 
tories. He thought they had a right to 
have some reports before they passed 
those votes. The institutions were under 
the control of the Local Governments, but 
as they voted the money the House had 


Hon. Mr. Anglin. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, after the expla- 
nation of Sir John A. Macdonald, he would 
withdraw his resolution. 

In reply to Mr. MILLIS, 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that no professors had been appointed 
in Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, which 
accounted for there being no reports. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL, who had com- 
menced the discussion, said he should 
make a motion on the question of concur- 
rence. 

On the item of $3,890 for salaries arid 
contingent expenses of the Statistical 
Office, “Halifax, 

fee Mr. WOOD called the attention of 
the Minister of Justice to that item. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said the grant was 
continued under an unrepealed Act of the 
Province of Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. said, 
as the office existed before the Union, the 
Dominion Government were bound to take 
charge of it. 


After some discussion the item was 
passed, as was also the item of $1,580 
for salaries of 316 deputy registrars of Nova 
Scotia, 

On the item of $700 for prothonotaries’ 
returns of births, marriages end deaths, for 
the Province of Quebec, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the item was en- 
tirely partial and utterly useless. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said it was like the 
other item. Carried. 

The item of $156,110, to meet the pos- 
sible amount required in the fiscal year 
ending 30th June, 1871, for the taking of 
the census, was carried. 

On the item of $59,772, consist ng of va- 
rious sums for immigration and quaran- 
tine, 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN , being called upon 
to explain, said that there was in that 
sum total a sum of $2,200 for agents for 
the North-West. Of course, if we did not 
get the country, the item would be saved ; 
but. if we got it, the money wouid not be 
lost in procuring immigration for that fine 
country. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD called attention to the. 


$1,000 vote to Mr. Donaldson, Emigration 
Agent inToronto. Considering his intelli- 
gence and ability, he did not think that 
sum was sufficient. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN recognized the value 
of Mr. Donaldson’s services, but a great part 
of his services were rendered to the Pro- 
vince of Ontario. He thought that many 
of those agents were not sufficiently paid. 


—— 
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Hon. Mr. WOOD contended that Mr. | and distressed seamen at several ports of 


Donaldson had duties as onerous as those 
of Montreal and Quebec. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said he would con- 
sider the matter before the Supplemen- 
tary Estimates were brought down. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that items 
in this vote should be taken separately. 


That course was agreed to, and the vote 
of $18,212 for salaries of immigration 
agents and employees was solely taken up. 
The item was carried. 

Item of $2,600 for Medical inspection 
(Quebec), was carried. On item of $12,000 
for Quarantine, Grosse Isle $3,900 for St. 
John N. B., and $4,060 for Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said the sum of $1,- 
050 for a boat crew at those places was 
exorbitant. In St. John an assistant 
Physician at $400 was put down which they 
had never known before. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN was told that the 
cost of boatmen was less than before Con- 
federation. 


The item was then carried. 


On the item of $14,000 for travelling 
expenses and contingencies (E:1rope and 
Canada), Hon Mr, DUNKIN said the in- 
crease from $7,000 over last year was ow- 
ing to additional agents. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked whether the 
Government had already exceedid the ap- 
propriations on the vote which was to 
create future expenses? 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said it was to pro- 
vide for the future. The sum included 
every contingency. He would give fur- 
ther information on concurrence. 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to that 
course. They had given the hon. gentle- 
man two occasions, and they ought to be 
ready with their explanations. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN said there was $23,- 
000 actually voted last year, instead of 
$15,000 as shown by the estimate. An 
expenditure of $15,000 had been incurred 
in the relief of 6,000 poor emigrants in 
transportation and sustenance. That ex- 
penditure had been absolutely unavoid- 
able, notwithstanding the rule the Govern- 
ment had adopted. There was a percept- 
able increase in the number of emigrants 
remaining in the Country. In 1866 and 
1867 the number had been about $10,000. 
In 1868 it was $13,000, but last year it 
reached $18,630. Next year they expected 
a further large increase. The item was 
then carried. 

Items of $21,500 for Marine and Emigrant 
Hospital at Quebec; of $18,526 for Ma- 
rine Hospitals in New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, hospital at St. Catharines and 
maintenance &c., of shipwrecked and sick 


the Dominion; of $16,056 for pensions, 
were agreed to. 

On the vote of $6,000,000 forthe Inter- 
colonial Railroad. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said he hoped the 
work would be pushed forward this year. 
The Minister of Militia yesterday made a 
boast as to the progress of the work, but 
people in the locality knew better, and he 
hoped the work would be hurried forward 
more actively than last year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
men seemed to forget that the road was 
not built specially for the people of that 
locality. be did not think the people of 
that particular locality had more right to 
speak than people of another locality. 
He hoped that there would be no particu- 
lar hurry merely to please people of any 
particular locality. What the people 
wanted was cheapness, and that was what 
they required more than haste. 


Mr. WALSH said the work was progress- 
ing satisfactorily. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said nothing could be 
worse than the way in which the Govern- 
ment was managing the Intercolonial 
Railway, and the system they were pursu- 
ing would lead to endless delays and trou- 
bles. He did not wish to be a prophet of 
evil, but he thought those evils were ri- 
pening fast, and would produce fruit much 
sooner than was expected. As to suffer- 
ing from the abrogation of the bonding 
system, the people of the West cared no- 
thing. They would nomore send their 
produce to Hurope by that road than they 
would by the Pacific Railway; and they 
would find it cheaper, even under the 
monstrous resolutions of the Finance 
Minister, to purchase American goods at 
any price in that market rather than bring 
them from Europe over that road. He 
had been amused to hearthe Minister of 
Militia make his annual speech last night, 
and he only hoped he would not repeat it 
again next time the Railway discussion came 
up, because he (Mr. Mackenzie) had it by 
heart. (A laugh). Everybody knew the 
railway would be utterly valueless in a com- 
mercial point of view. It was to be built, 
because they had bargained to build it. 
They should keep to their bargain, and 
that was the beginning and end of the rea- 
son for its construction. The New Bruns- 
wick people were about to make a railway 
by the valley of St. John, by which the 
Intercolonial would be utterly killed, for 
the traffic would go by the shorter route. 
The present route for the Intercolonial 
would never have been adopted but for the 
intolerable proclivities of gentlemen op- 
posite, who were determined to have the 
route most expensive to the country. He 
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had been a silent spectator of the debate 
last night, and he must say that the Minis- 
ter of Militia never answered a single state- 
ment made by the hon. member for Sher- 
brooke. The Minister of Militia merely 
_ confined himself to telling the people in 
Ontario, as if adding insult to injury, the 
immense benefit they would derive from 
having that road built. The hon. gentle- 
man knew too much of the commerce of 
Ontario to believe in the reality of his own 
statement. As to the abrogation of the 
Bonding System, he (Mr. Mackenzie) would 
observe that the system would be continu- 
ed just as long as the Americans found it 
was profitable. That threatening, as to the 
abrogation of the Bonding System, by the 
Americans, was, to use one of their own 
phrases, ‘played out.” 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said the argumentas 
to the abrogation of the Bonding system 
was first started by amember opposite, the 
member for Shefford. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the report first 
came from his side. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER was glad to know it, 
and proceeded to argue in favour of the 
course of the Government in the construc- 
tion of railways. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
surprised at the remark of the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton this evening on the 
Intercolonial, when he did not avail him- 
self of the opportunity of the debate on 
the previous evening. He (Sir G. E Car- 
tier) contended that he had established 
his position. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had not 
spoken, in consequence of physical weak- 
ness, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that altered the case. 

The vote was then agreed to. 

On item $59,200 for Nova Scotia Rail- 
way, re-vote $20,000. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that part of 
the vote was required for rolling stock, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it ought to be 
charged to capital. 

This, and one of $5,000 to European and 
North American Railway, New Brunswick, 
were carried. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that the 


House should sot go into Committee on 
the next item of $334,000 on the works 
for the construction of Canals and that the 
vote should be divided. That course 
should also be pursued in the case of 
public buildings, which were lumped at 
$625,000. 

The suggestion was agreed to, and the 
Committee rose and reported progress, 
and asked leave to sit again this afternoon. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON. 
Mr. Mackenzie. 


[SENATE] 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would go on with the Supply to-day 
(Thursday. ) 

The House adjourned at 12:55 a.m. 


SENATE. 
Thursday, April 14, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 o'clock 
but the doors were not opened till a quar- 
ter to four. 

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL said that it was 
the intention to propose an adjournment, 
when the House rose, till Tuesday evening 
next at 7o’clock, when all the members 
out of town would have probably returned. 


_THE PUBLIC SAFETY, 


The House then adjourned during plea- 
sure and resumed half an hour subsequent- 
ly. j 

" A message was received from the House 

of Commons, stating that they had agreed 
to a Bill to “authorize the apprehension 
and detention of such persons as shall be 
found or suspected of committing acts of 
hostility, or conspiring against Her 
Majesty’s person and Government.”’ 
The object of the Bill he stated 
was the same as that of the Act 
of 1866. This Bill enacted it would be law- 
ful to arrest persons who are charged with 
being or continuing in arms against Her 
Majesty within Canada; or with any act of 
felony therein, or with having entered 
Canada with design or intent to levy war 
against Her Majesty, or to commit any 
felony therein. Before the doors 
had opened, he had stated to the House 
the reasons that had influenced the Gov- 
ernment to bring forward the measure, and 
it was unnecessary to recapitulate them. 
He moved that the Bill pass through its 
various stages. 


The Bill was passed, and sent back to 
the Commons. 

About 5 o’clock His Excellency the 
Governor General came down and gave his 
assent to the Bill in the usual form. 


MASTERS AND MATES. 


On the departure of His Excellency, 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the adopt- 
tion of certain amendments made by the 
House of Commons to the Bill respecting 
certificates to Masters and Mates. He ex- 
plained that the first and second amend- 
ments were simply alterations of the fees. 
and that the third provided that all fees 
should be paid in to the Receiver General. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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The House adjourned until Tuesday 
evening at 7 o'clock. 


Suspension of 


ee 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 14, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock, 


SUSPENSION OF THE HABEAS CORPUS ACT, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had information on which 
they could rely, that this peaceful country 
was again in danger from an invasion by 
lawless men coming from the United 
States. The Government had received 
information that these men had been 
making preparations for an invasion dur- 
ing the whole of last winter, and during the 
whole of the autumn those preparations 
had been going on continually, and were 
the more formidable from the comparative 
silence with which they had been con- 
cocted. As would be in the recollection 
of the House, the policy of the Fenians for 
some time had been to create as much 
notoriety as possible and to keep up the 
excitement by means of the public press, 
but of late they had adopted a different 
and more sure course for themselves, and 
he thought a more hazardous one for us, 
viz:—That of conducting all their arrange- 
ments with great caution, and great 
secrecy. ‘The Government had informa- 
tion which they could not for a moment 
hesitate to believe in, and from sources 
which they could not place before Parlia- 
ment without a certainty of risk to the 
informers, that it was the intention of the 
Fenian body to invade this country in 
force at an early day—when that day would 
be, the Government could not say, but it 
might come within a week. The Govern- 
ment, therefore, had assumed the grave 
responsibility of asking Parliament to arm 
them with the same power as in 1866, and 
to pass a law to authorize the apprehen- 
sion and detention of those suspected of 
coming here for the purpose of conspiring 
against Her Majesty’s person and Govern- 
ment. The law passed to that effect in 
1866 was not now in force, but it was the 
opinion of the Government that it should 
be again put in force for the safety of the 
country and to guard the frontier ; and for 
the purpose of dealing with suspicious 
persons hovering on the borders with or 
without arms. ‘the Government did not 
ask that power lightly or without being 
deeply impressed with the nature of the 
situation. They felt they would be un- 
worthy oftheir position and woul be be- 
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traying the trust reposed in them of pro- 
tecting the lives and property of the peo- 
ple of Canada, if they did not ask for that 
Act, which they thought was abso- 
lutely required under the circumstances. 
The Government desired to show to 
Parliament the information upon which 
they asked that extreme and exceptional 
power; but could not do so without 
compromising the lives of those from 
whom they got information. It came from 
so many incidental and independent 
sources — sources which had no connection 
with each other,—that no shadow ofdoubt 
remained as to the intentions of the Fe- 
nians to make an attack. Without delay 
the Government had thought it their duty 
to prevent that invasion. They had put 
on duty a certain portion of the Militia of 
the country, and the regular forces were 
prepared to act with the citizen soldiery 
in repelling any attack. That such resist- 
ance would be successful there could be 
no doubt; but the Government thought 
they had no right to play with a subject 
of that kind, and if they could prevent 
those people coming into the country, so 
much the better for the public peace. It 
was of course a matter of deep anxiety 
and regret to the Government that such a 
chronic state of excitement should exist, 
and that there should be such a state of 
chronic hostility on the part of that body 
towards Canada and Canadians. The Fe- 
nian organization was more active than it 
had been for years; and he feared they 
would be subjected to those rumours and 
to those annoyances for many years. All 
the Government could do was to see that 
they should not act the part of alarmists 
in the first place, and not listen too readily 
to rumours of invasion; but at the same 
time to take care not to attach too little 
importance to that organization. The 
Government felt they could not play with 
that subject. They felt, as his hon. friend 
the member for Peel said the other night, 
on a cognate subject, that the life of one 
of these men was worth £300,000. They 
could not run the risk of losing the life of 
one of their fellow subjects and fellow 
citizens, and it was their duty to take such 
steps in the way of prevention as were in 
their power. With these remarks he 
would ask leave to bring in a Bill to autho- 
rize the apprehension and detention of 
such persons as should be suspected of 
committing acts of hostility and conspi- 
racy against Her Majesty's person and 
Government. 


The motion was secondel by Hon, Mr, 
HOWE. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON regretted very much 
that the Government hid deeme1 it their 
duty to introduce a measure of this kind. 


Habeas Corpus Act. 
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It was the third time within the last four|and peace of the country, at the same 
years that the Legislature had been ap-| time he could not but express his great 
plied to, to favour the suspension of the }and deep regret that in this country of 
great writ, which was known in English po-| theirs, blessed as we thought it was be- 
litical literature as the great writ of free- | yond most countries in the freedom of its 
dom. It wasa measure only resorted toin | institutions, in the peace and prosperity 
England, since 1868, in moments of great | of the people, that for the third time with- 
national peril. He thought it was suspen-|in four years it should be deemed neces- 
ded two or three times during the wars, | sary again toresort to the extreme measure 
which arose out of the French revolu- | of a suspension of the writ of Habeas Cor- 
tion, and once _ since the ter- | pus. 
mination of that war at a_ period, Mr. MACKENZIE said it was the un- 
when riots were rife in 1817/18. It had | doubted duty of members on both sides of 
been repeatedly suspended in Ireland|the House to protect the liberties and 
within the last few years, but suspended as | rights of the people, but, perhaps, the duty 
a general thing, because of threatened dan- | rested more particularly with those who 
ger from within, and that was an impor-|satin the Opposition to the Administra- 
tant distinction. So faras he knew, the | tion of the day. On the other hand, they 
Act had only been suspended in England | fully recognize the duty of every member 
on the ground of enabling the Government | of the House, and particularly of the Op- 
to protect itself against the machinations | position to be careful how they might do 
of its own subjects. anything which might for a momené injure 
Hon. Sir JOHN A.MACDONALD said that | the prosperity of the country, merely for 
the last time the Writ was suspended in | the sake of finding fault with the Adminis- 
Ireland the distinct basis was, an anticipa- | Wation of the day. He would admit that, 
ted invasion from the United States. but at the same time it was exceedingly 
THbin GATOR Glenda htiiaclvadkl sey desirable thatif the suspension of that Act 
element in ‘the case, but the suspension in ul ey BDY Popeuenhy; A Sepunare ne 
wasinotso!mitch to\.meetthatdnticipation 7" POP Hs BO SYOIReGe) SOn nek Rowe Se 
as to battle the sympathizers with the inva- ie He Wy Pe he ae “ee the paces fi oma 
sioncwho might ‘be found in’ the >, cotmbiry)| POOR Te Oe ee ee ee eer 
itself. Hethought, therefore, that unless aye ee a Pe oo cade tabs irre i 
the Government had reason to believe, and rom the Leader of the «Government t he 
ase et : the measure was asked for principally, if 
certainly the experience of the previous i Fae Cm nies Aad 
occasions on which the Writ had been sus- ‘ NL Glas PS ER ea cigs Sepa eE eigets ARN. 
MEY : ut he understood from his remarks that 
pended, had not justified the belief that. j : 
some considerable portion of their own tb eg ie. ree “apis Cent Mabe 
people were in sympathy with that move- 1 Misa rok F: Lh 2 ie ge fey 
ment. Unless Government had reason to Aris fe fi tee Sh OH ' pen ees ae 
believe there were machinations against | 0! “20S® Strangers coming into the country 
: -.,: | in sucha way that they could be arrested 
nee Ler ae Aji Ate mune coe at a moment, if it was tolerably well known 
suspension of the writ had been made out. country. Knowing that rumours had been 
He did not, however, desire that Govern- Se ee Sey athlo te Ne nae caped 
ment should make any statement to Par- ; Nag JEPELT ALO EES 
liament prejudicial to the public interests, | ®077° information, as to the, probable truth 
Br de ea ; ’ | of those rumors, and he must say that so far 
Of pense and order within thet ewn bos, | 28 his own efforts had been concemed they 
ders, therefore, he was disposed on that pega ied rather bis uaa Hi the 
occasion, as on former occasions, to accept Pe fs DG Se Or as trae eee 
the statement of the Government and|d2tters. He was not prepared to say any- 
throw the entire responsibility on them. thing about those parts of the country 


ui ; which seemed to be the real objective 
h Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Hear, points, the points of attack. The informa- 
ear. 


tion relating to them was wholly in the pos- 

Hon, Mr. HOLTON would throw on the | session of the Goyernment, and he thought 
Government the responsibility of the sus-| the House must be bound to accept their 
pension of the writ, leaving it to time to| statement as to the emergency of the oc- 
disclose the adequacy or inadequacy of the | casion that required them to ask the con- 
grounds on which they based their appli- | sent of the House to the passing of that 
cation. As an independent member of the | measure in that way. It was desirable, if 
House, he did not feel inclined to take the | the measure should be passed, that the ut- 
responsibility of objecting to the measure | most care should be taken that no undue 
which the Government declared on its own | advantage could possibly be taken of it by 
responsibility necessary to the welfare | any persons exercising judicial authority in 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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the capacity of magistrates and minor au- 
thorities in any part of the country 
(hear). He presumed the Act was a copy 
of one passed in 1868. . 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—Yes. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that, except on 
one or two occasions, no outrages were 
committed in consequence of the passing 
of that Act. They required to look closely, 
of course, into the provisions of the Act, 
to see that the liberties of thelr own peo- 
ple were very carefully guarded, and that 
the harmony which existed among their 
own population should not be disturbed by 
the officious intermeddling on the part of 
minor Officials acting under extraordinary 
powers which were given to them by that 
Act, (hear, hear). It was a matter of ex- 
treme regret that. this country should be 
threatened for five consecutive years with 
that periodical invasion by a lawless por- 
tion of the people in the United States, 
(hear, hear). And he thought it was an 
opportune moment to say that he trusted 
the Government had made such represen- 
- tations to the Imperial authorities as would 
induce them to take such measures as to 
prevent the periodical recurrence of these 
extraordinary rumours, and possibly extra- 
ordinary invasions, (hear, hear). On one 
or two occasions last year we had similar 
rumours, and a small force was calletl out 
at various points along the frontier; yet 
no one was able to see any real necessity 
from the movements on the other side. If 
precautions were taken, they must presume 
that there were reasons why the Govern- 
ment took such steps; but it was tolerably 


Suspension of 


evident that if these rumours were to be’ 


brought up periodically, if the Government 
of the United States were to admit their 
inability to control the population that they 
had under them, that Great Britain must 
take some steps to enforce a due observy- 
ance of international law, (hear, hear), 
What would be thought of them by the 
people of the United States if they per- 
mitted forces to be organized and regular- 
ly drilled and officered ; if they permitted 
a periodical assembling of a mock Legisla- 
ture, periodical drilling of troops, and 
posting armed sentries in uniform at 
the door of such places, and also at 
the armories? What would be thought 
of them if in the face of all that, and of 
continued remonstrance they should per- 
mit such a state of things to exist? They 
were reviled and upbraided by the people 
and the press of the United States because 
a few of their own citizens resident here 
made an attack upona portion of their 
territory. And although they immediate- 
ly placed thousands of men on the frontier 
to prevent the recurrence of such an at- 
tack again, they were continually reviled 
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by the press of that country because they 
allowed something like a raid to take 
place from Canadian territory—yet here 
was an organization, ostensibly and avow- 
edly kept up for the very purpose of in- 
vading the Canadian territory, and their 
people were subject to constant alarms, 
and their commercial intercourse exposed 
to continual interruption, because of the 
want of effort on the part of the United 
States Government to suppress such an or- 
ganization (hear). He trusted that such 
representation would be made as would re- 
sult in some arrangement being arrived at 
which would prevent the periodical occur- 
rence of such alarms as at present, and 
which would not render necessary the 
taking away the liberties of the people in 
the way proposed by the present Act. Ile 
did not intend to criticise or oppose the 
statement of the Government, but accept- 
ed their statement as representing the 
authorities of the country, who must be 
maintained, and agreed to arm them with 
the authority they sought as necessary for 
the preservation of the public peace (hear, 
hear). 


The Bill was then read a first time. 
In moving the second reading, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
plained that it appointed Commissioners 
of Police to act asStipendiary Magistrates, 
the substitution of ‘‘ Volunteer Militia’’ in 
lieu of ‘‘ Active Militia,’ and also of Jan- 
uary instead of December, in the Act of 
1866, to which that Act in other respects 
Was simular, 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that asking the 
House to pass that Bill without further in- 
formation, on a mere statement, was im- 
posing upon the members a very serious 
responsibility, for it was to declare, in fact, 
that the country was in a state of siege. 
He had not heard anything from any part of 
the country that could possibly justify the 
Government in asking Parliament to pass 
such a Billa He had heard for some days 
a great deal about sudden invasion, but up 
to this moment he thought that these 
statements had very little foundation in 
fact. He was surprised to read, a few days 
ago, in the newspapers, that the Govern- 
ment had called out the Militia and had 
sent them to the frontier, but he presumed 
they had sufficientinformation to lead them 
to do so. lle for one shrank from taking 
any responsibility which might prevent the 
Government from making the most ample 
defence of the country—for the responsi- 
bility to a very great extent must rest 
upon Government. He believed that Goy- 
ernment had no wish to create alarm, but 
he should, with other members, hold them 
to strict accountability for their acts. 
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Mr. MILLS said there was one expres- 
sion of the Minister of Justice which might 
give rise to misapprehension, and perhaps 
cause great uneasiness. The hon. Minister 
had said that those attacks might be ex- 
pected for some years, and also appeared to 
agree with the member for Lambton as to 
the duties devolving on the . American 
Government. The logical conclusion would 
be that representations had been made by 
Government to the Imperial Government 
that they might call the attention of the 
United States Government to their failure 
in international duty, and that that Gov- 
ernment had not looked favourably on the 
representations. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
No, no. 


Mr. MILLS thought it was the duty of 


the United States Government to see that 
their territory was not made the place for 
preparing those expeditions. It mattered 
very little whether those preparations 
were made with or without the connivance 
of that Government, and it appeared to 
him that there had not been good faith 
kept in not putting an end to the Fenian 
organization. He thought it the duty of 
the Government to make strong represen- 
tations to the Imperial Government on 
that subject. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had said not a word about the applica- 
tion of Canada to the Imperial Govern- 
ment, and with regard to his statement 
that they might be expected for a series 
of years, every man knew that as long 
as there was discontent in Ireland, there 
would be sympathy in the United States, 
and so long as that sympathy existed, 
there would be trouble, because Canada 
formed a portion of the British Empire. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that the state- 
ment of the hon. member for Lambton as 
to the organization in the United States, 
openly drilled and known to the Govern- 
ment, implied bad faith not only on their 
part towards Canada, but also towards the 
British Empire. The British Government, 
however, were able to make such repre- 
sentations as would put an end to these 
offences against international law. The 
statement also implied that the United 
States Government had neglected its du- 
ties in the matter. He thought these 
statements had a tendency to cause irrita- 
tion among their own people, and might 
bring about recrimination which might re- 
sult in harm. 

Mr. MACKENZIE did not mean to im- 
ply that there was any want of friendli- 
ness on the part of the Un‘ted States. He 
had no reason to doubt that that Govern- 
ment was desirous of fulfilling its duties ; 
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vent those lawless people continuing their 
proceedings. 


Hon: Mr. HOLTON said it was very dif- 
ficult to prevent the operations of a society 
unless there was some open act committed 
in violation of the laws of the land. He 
did not think it judicious to allow it to go 
abroad that the United States Government 
had failed in its obligations towards them 
(hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had great confidence in 
the American Government, and desired to 
continue in’most friendly relations with 
that Government. He believed that every 
good faith would be observed by that Gov- 
ernment, and that they were fully sensible 
of their duties and obligations to Canada. 


Mr. POPE said the United States Gov- 
ernment behaved pretty well, but there 
was a difference between theirs and the 
conduct of Canada. When the laws had 
not been found sufficient to restrain, not 
our own people, but those of another 
country, from creating disturbances in the 
United States, a law had been passed in 
one day to give power to arrest any man 
suspected of plottinga raid from our soil to 
theirs. While he placed every confidence 
in the friendly feeling of the United 
States, yet he could not but be aware that 
there had been stores,arms and ammunition 
placed at convenient distances from the 
frontier with the full knowledge of the 
United States Government. Would Can- 
ada, at a time when they found the United 
States were about to be invaded by their 
own citizens have allowed arms and am- 
munition to be placed within a short dis- 
tance of the boundary line, and then 
taken no steps? Had she not taken steps, 
and gone to an immense expenserto put a 
stop to such attempts? He supposed the 
Americans should be quite able to stop 
such people as were creating a feeling of 
uneasiness. If they were not now, then 
something should be done at once by 
them to’set the matter at rest. 


The Bill was read a second time, and 
passed through committee, and then read 
a third time and passed. 


RIVER OTTAWA WORKS. 


Hoh. Mr. LANGEVIN introduced a Bill 
respecting certain works on the River 
Ottawa. ‘The intention of the Bill was for 
the protection of certain dams, piers and 
public works cn the said river. 

In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that none of 
these works had been acquired by Govern- 
ment. 

After a short discussion the Bill was read 


but some steps should be taken to pre- | a first time. 


Mr. Mills. 
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INLAND REVENUE. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS introduced a Bill to 
amend an Act relating to the collection of 
Inland Revenue. He said that a practice 
had. grown up of remitting certain forfeit- 
ures and fines resulting from seizure, and 
it was proposed that those cases- should 
be submitted to the Treasury Board, and 
that only in meritorious cases the fines 
should be remitted, and also that notice 
should be given to parties who had paid 
duty on goods, that duty would not be re- 
funded in case of loss or destruction by 
fire. 


After some consideration the Bill was 
read a first time. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


The SPEAKER read a message from the 
Senate, stating that they had passed the 
‘(Habeas Corpus Suspension Bill’’ (hear, 
hear.) 


ASSENT TO THE HABEAS CORPUS SUSPEN- 
SION BILL. 


Shortly afterwards the Usher of the 
Black Rod,by command of His Excellency, 
summoned the House to the Bar of the 
Senate, where His Excellency gave his 
sanction to the Bill in the usual form, 


RETURNE. 


Hon. Sx JOHN A, MACDONALD laid 
on the table several returns in reply to 
addresses, including one in reference to 
the expenses of the Hon. W. McDou,zall. 


OONTAGIOUS DISEASES (ANIMALS) BILL. 


Mr. PERRY introduced a Bill amending 
and extending the Act respecting ‘ Con- 
tagious Diseases of Animals.”’ 


NOVA SCOTIA BANK NOTES. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Bill respecting 
‘‘Tssue of Bank Notes in Nova Scotia.’ 
Carried. 

The Bill was also read a third time and 
passed. 

SEAMEN’S CLOTHING. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill for the 
better protection of the clothing and 
property of seamen in Her Majesty’s Navy. 
(From Senate). Carried. 

The Bill went through Comm’ttee, and 
the third reading was fixed for Satur- 
day. 
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VERRIES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS moved the second 
reading of the Bill affecting ferries. Car- 
ried, and the Bill passed through Com- 
mittee, and was then read a third time. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of a Bill amending the 
Act respecting the Finance Depart- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the Bill was 
in fact the decapitation ofa public officer, 
Mr. Dickinson. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that it 
was not so. Under the present system 
there was a double responsibility, and he 
agreed with the Civil Service Commission, 
that it was not advisable to continue it. 
He was only carrying out their suggestion. 
Mr. Dickinson would still receive the emolu- 
ments but would not have the responsibi- 
lity. 

Afver some 
HOLTON, 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would introduce a clause at a future stage 
of the Bill, preserving Mr. Dickinson's 
rights and rank during his incumbency, 

After some further discussion the Bill 
was read a second time and ordered to be 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
Saturday. 


remarks from Hon. Mr. 


EXPLANATIONS. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE gave some explana- 
tions concerning the expenses connected 
with his Department; to which attention 
was called by Mr. Young in the debate on 
the Estimates on Tuesday evening. 


SECRETARY FOR THE PROVINCHES. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 

the second reading of a Bill to provide for 

the organization of the Department of 


Secretary of State for the Provinces. 


Mr. MACKENZIE would oppose the 
measure. The number of departments in 
the administration were far more than the 
service of the country demanded. That 
department was unnecessasy, and also that 
of the Department of Agriculture, which 
was foreign to the duties of the Dominion 
Government. He believed that the duties 
performed by the Secretary of State and 
his subordinates might be performed in 
the office of the Secretary of State proper. 
He was not willing to accept the state- 
ment of Sir John A. Macdonald that they 
should have 13 Ministers. If they were to 
carry on the Confederation system till it 
should embrace all the Provinces on that 
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Continent, and h%ve one or more Ministers . EASTER MONDAY. 

for each Province, they would come eyen- bate ps 

tually to have 21 Ministers. He did not| Im reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 
expect for instance that one Minister Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
would be sufficient for the North West, in | the Government had made up their mind 


We ae Te ow, they would have four | not toask the House to sit cn Monday. 
i ma SE AOAD U ad that vast Terri- The House would sit on Saturday, and on 


rising would adjourn till 3 o’clock on Tues- 


tory. 
"i day. 
A MEMBER—There is one there now, (a 
laugh). ; COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Yes— One who com-}| Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
manded the confidence of the Minister | House into Committee of Supply. 


of Justice, who was willing to treat with; [yom of $34,000 for the supply of weirs at 
his ambassadors. The question was not the head of Lachine Canal.—Carried. 


whether the country should provide an ; 
office as a refuge for political catiets, but | ., Ttera of $16,000 for a culvert to the River 
whether the exigencies of the public service St. Pierre, Lachine Canal.—Carried. 
were such as demanded the existence of | Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if this item 
that office. He would move that the Bill | would be withdrawn. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said no. It was 


be not read a second time, and that it be 
resolved that the exigencies of the public | decided to send Mr. Page to examine and 
service do not require the establishment | see if the first culvert could be sufficiently 
of another office. improved as to avoid the necessity of 
building a second culvert. But it was 
likely that they would be obliged to build 
a second culvert, as provided for in this 
item, in which case, as arranged by the 
manufacturers represented here and the 
department, the culvert would be built in 
the month of April, when the water would 
be out of the Canal, and it would not in- 
terfere so much with the manufactures. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the explanation 
was entirely satisfactory. 


On the Item of $86,000 for deepening 
the Welland Canal, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON seccnded the mo- 
tion. 


Hon.'Mr. HOWE saidhe had nothing to do 
with the construction of the Government, 
and if it could be constructed more cheap- 
ly, he would be just as well pleased. (hear, 
hear). Fromthis experience of two months, 
he believed it was an office that required 
the constant attendance of some gentle- 
man at its head. He hoped the ‘House 
would decide the question without refer- 
ence to the present eccupant of the office. 
He had endeavoured to discharge the du- 
ties of the Department, which were heavy| yy answer to Mr. MACKENZIE 
enough. He had learned to work in his , : 
youth, and was not afraid of labour now.! Hon. Mr, LANGEVIN said he could not 
| state that that was a final yote. The hon. 

member knew that in matters of that 

kind it was impossible to make calcula- 
tions so complete as in some other works. 

The Engineer had reported that $86,000 

would be required for deepening the canal. 

—Carried. 


On the item of $17,000 for Waste Weir, 
at Dunville, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said, owing to the 
representations of the people that if that 
waste weir was constructed, considerable 
| destruction would be avoided, that vote 
was proposed. The estimate was prepared 
by a resident engineer.—Carried. 


Revote of $3,850 for houses for lock- 
keepers at the Chana biy Canal; and $12, 
QOO increased, $2,000 for increase of water 
supply to the Rideau Canal, were agieed 
to. 


On the inde of $150,000 for the con- 
struction of the Carillon and Grenville 
Canal, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was actuated 
by no hostility towards the gentleman who 
occupied the office—far from it—but he 
had taken the ground all through the dis- 
cussion on the subject that they had too 
many Offices. 


It now being six o’clock, the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that as Hon. Mr. Howe was not present, he ' 
would move the adjournment of the debate | 
on the Bill relating tothe organization of 
the Department of Secretary. of State.— 
Carried. 


PUBLIC WORKS PEACE AOT. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD intro- 
duced a Bill to amend an Act for the bet- 


ter preservation of peace in the vicinity of 
Public Works. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the total esti- 
mate was $250,000. The locks were to be 
of wood. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON would prefer to see 
them constructed of stone. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said the vote seemed 
alarge one for temporary work. They 
ought to keep in view the question of the 
Canal system. He thought that the works 
should be of a permanent character. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the mo- 
ney would not be spent uselessly, if these 
Canals were enlarged in the future. 

In answer to Mr. McDOUGALL (North 
Renfrew), 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the dif- 
ference between the construction of the 
locks in wood and stone was $45,000. 


Several members pressed upon the Gov- 
ernment the desirability of doing the 
work in stone. The vote was then agreed 

to. 


Committee 


Item Miscellaneous Works, $15,150— 


Carried. 


On the item $1,300,000 for opening com- 
munication with, establishing Government 
in, and providing for the settlement of the 
North West Territories, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he hoped that 
when concurrence was about to be taken 
on that item the Government would give 
the House some information. Though he 
did not intend to speak to-night on that 
subject, he would state that at the next 


mation. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—In 
what directicn? 

Mr. MACKENZIE—In several direc- 
tions. I will tell the hon. gentieman con- 
fidentially that I am bound to have all the 
information the rules of Parliament will 
allow. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON enquired for some 
information with regard to the position 
towards the Government, in financial mat- 
ters in general, of Sir John Rose, whose 
name he saw inthe papers brought down 
in connection with the money part of the 
North West business. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that when the papers on the subject were 
brought down he would be able to answer 
the question more fully. Sir John Rose, 
he might say, was a political friend of the 
Government, and when he went: to Eng- 
land he said he would be very glad, having 
an abiding interest in Canada, to aid the 
Government. The Government were glad 
to reciprocate his servic&$ in that way. 
Sir John Rose had put himself en rapport 
with Baring & Glyn, but had not super- 
seded them, 


[AprRin 14, 1870.] 


of Supply. 1054 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if Sir John 


| Rose had invested in the North West pur- 


chase money. 


_ Hon, Sir F. HINCKS said the money was 
remitted direct to Baring & Glyn, and Sir 
John Rose had nothing to do with it. 
There was no investment of the money. 
Baring & Glyn had placed it at interest. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it must not be 
lost sight of that Sir John Rose could not, 
in his present position, give undivided al- 
legiance to the interests of this country. 
He had beco-ne a partner in a foreign Am- 
erican Banking Company. There was no 
doubt they were thoroughly American, and 
they knew what that meant. In theattention 
of all matters that were likely to require a 
special agent in London,it was not to be sup- 
posed that he could keep any secrets from 
his partners, and they, as Americans, had in- 
terests varying from and in direct hostility: 
to the aspirations of the people of Canada. 


That matter had its special significance, 


and he felt it his duty to mention it broad- 
ly so that when the subject again came up 
the point to which he had called attention 
might not be lost sight of. 
. Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Government had no relation with the: 
firm of which Sir John Rose was a member. 

The item was then carried. 

In reply to Mr. CARTWRIGHT— 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
should be prepared to state, after the Com- 


1e i mittee of Ways and Means had been taken,, 
stage he would take means to elicit infor-— 


whether the Government intended to: ap- 
ply for powers to take another Ioan. 


The item was then carried. 


' On the vote of $115,000, revote $20,000 
for Harbours and Piers, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN satd in reply to 
Mr. SPROAT on the vote of $100,000 for 
Lake Huron and Hrie the places designated. 
for Harbours were Rondeau, Kincardine, 
Goderich and Chantry Islands. He could 
not state the exact proportion that would 
be expended on each harbour. 


Mr SPROAT seriously deprecated the 
construction of a harbour at Goderich as a 
harbour of refuge. It could never be 
more than a commercial harbour. The 
Grand Trunk owned it, and were bound to 
keep it open for the largest vessels on the 
lake. He thought grants should be divi- 
ded pro rata. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought the places 
that would accmomodate the greatest 
amount of shipping should receive the 
greatest portion. His impression was that 
if the works were gone on with at Goder- 
ich with a view to improve the harbour a 
considerable portion of the vote would be 
required3 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he had to 
rely onthe engineer’s report as to the 
proportion of the vote to beexpended on 
several works. With regard to the Grand 
Trunk owning the harbour, they would 
not be likely to oppose the enlargement 
of the harbour. That was a public under- 
taking and there could. be no desire on 
the part of a public bodyto prevent the 
works being carried on. After further 
discussion the item was carried. 


Item $15,000, for protection to Little 
Hope Lighthouse, N. 8., was carried. 

On item $63,000 for Ottawa Parliament 
and Departmental Buildings, 

Mr. MACKENZIE raised the question of 
the settlement of claims by arbitration. 
He inquired the reason why it was invari- 
ably the case that the expenses of arbi- 
tration on both sides were given against 
the Government. He claimed that that 
was not right, if a contractor, as in that 
case was found to claim double what was 
’ awarded to him, he ought at least to pay 
half the expenses (hear, hear). The arbi- 
trators were disappointed politicians, who, 
having failed to get elected, the Govern- 
ment made up for their disappointment 
by pitch-forking them into that office for 
which they were utterly disqualified. 
Their opinions were set against that of 
men who had given their lives and atten- 
tion to it. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the fact was 
that the arbitrators were very unpopular 
with contractors. With regard to the ex- 
penses of arbitration being always thrown 
on the Government, if the award was 
made fora higher sum than the Govern- 
ment offered, costs must go against the 
Government. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—But how when the 
contractors ask too much? 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the arbitra- 
tors were fair and impartial men, and some- 
times gave decisions in favour of the 
Government, and sometimes against. 


Hon Mr. HOLTON asked if awards were 
ever made for a less sum than the Goy- 
ernment offered to settle for. 

Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
They cannot do it. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON contended that the 
result of arbitration was to place inferior 
men over superior men in that particular 
department. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that much better results were obtained in 
favour of the Government from the settle- 
ment of those matters by arbitration than 
if the cases were decided upon by jurors. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Government 
were liable for $15,000, including plant, 


Hon. Mr. Langevin 
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which there was no obligation upon them 
to take, and a great proportion of which 
was useless; but they offered $21,000 in 
their liberality. Thearbitrators, however, 
gave $29,245. The contractor claimed 
$96,000, when his real claim was little over 
$15,000. He did not raise the question of 
the fairness of the arbitrators, but he 
questioned the choice of arbitrators. There 
was no denying they were selected from 
political considerations, at least the On- 
tario one was. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—AII of them are. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was not a 
single one of them capable of deciding the 
questions arising, knowing no more about 
them than the man in the moon. And 
yet there were two more of these arbitra- 
tors appointed. 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
his hon. friend had not done justice to the 
Board of Arbitrators. There were Mr. 
Cowan and Col. Vankoughnet, both honest 
men. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said there ought to 
be one professional man on the Board at 
least. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the other arbitrators besides those he 
mentioned were also honest men. 


Mr. MACKENZIE repeated that not only 
should there be a professional man on the 
Board, but also a legal man. He did not 
question the honesty of the Arbitrators, 
but affirmed that there should be on the 
Board, men who had professional acquaint- 
ance with the subject.—Item carried. 


On item of $145,000 for library, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the item was 
open to objection. He questioned very 
much whether the Seat of Government 
had been settled for all time, or even 
for along time. The buildings were quite 
equal to present requirements, and the 
question of appropriation of more money, 
whether regarded from an economical or 
political pomt of view, as bearing cn the 
possible re-opening of the question of the 
Seat of Government, had better be post- 
poned. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN defended the 
item on the ground that it was necessary 
to protect the books from damage by the 
weather. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he took the same 
view as the member for Chateauguay as to 
its being very doubtful whether the mat- 
ter should be proceeded with. He would 
ask whether it was the intention to ask for 
tenders. 


flon. Mr. LANGEVIN replied in the 
affirmative. 
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Hon. Mr. “HOLTON said that by post- 
poning that appropriation for one year the 
Finance Minister would be enabled to 


do away with those small and hideous’ 


taxes which he had lately introduced in 
his tariff. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that when the question of concurrence 
came up, if Hon. Mr. Holton moved an 
amendment to that item the Government 
weuld vote against it, to show that they 
had no intention to shift the seat of Gov- 
ernment from this city. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the course 
the Government was taking in squander- 
ing such vast sums of money on these 
buildings, would bring up the question of 
the seat of Government sooner or later. 
It was the fault of the Minister of Justice 
and Minister of Militia, that the seat of 
Government had been brought to this big 
wooden village, a place which would not 
be anything else in alife time. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said the seat of Goy- 
ernment had better be removed to Hali- 
fax. 

_ Hon. Mr. HOLTON observed that if the 

hon. gentleman did not take care he 
might find himselfin a short time pro- 
bably on a line which led toa different 
place than Halifax (laughter). 

Item was carried, 

On item of $200,000 for Montreal Custom 
House, 


Hon Mr. HOLTON thought the site of 
the proposed building was good, but 
doubted its adaptability. It would cost 
$50,000 more to make it approximately 
useful. He wished for information as to 
the details of the purchase. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN entered into ex- 
plangtions ef the purchase, and after a 
disMMbsion the item was agreed to. 


ST. JOHN CUSTOM HOUBE: 


On the item of $75,000 for Custom 
House at St. John, N. B. 


Mr. BOLTON regretted extremely to 
hear such a proposition. There was no 
necessity for such a vote at the present 
time, and the expenditure was still more 
unwarrantable considering how many other 
objects demanded immediate attention, 
but which were now neglected on the plea 
that no funds were available. There was, 
for mstance, the river St. Croix the im. 
' provement of which was so desirable, and 
which had been so urgently pressed on the 
attention of the Government without ef- 
fect. The sum required for that work was 
only about one-fifth of what was asked for 
buying the Custom House, and by a grant 
of $15,000, an equal sum _ would be obtvin- 
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fe from the Americans who had. voted 
$15,000 for the improvement of that river 
conditionally on our doing thesame. The 
river was an important one for the trade of, 
the Dominion and had very strong claims 
on the consideration of the House. He 
might have hesitated in asking a direct 
vote in the face of an alleged deficiency i in 
the income of the country, he need. have 
no such hesitation when he could show 
that a direct saving of $60,000 could be 
effected even if the “grant of. $15,000. were 
made. There was not the slightest neces- 
sity for purchasing the Custom House. — It 
was already leased at a low rent, and the 
interest and other expenses would greatly 
exceed what was now paid, so that there 
could be no plea that it was bought for 
the purpose of economizing on the “annual 
outlay. He trusted, therefore, that the — 
item would be withdrawn. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that 
the buildmg in question had originally 
been built as a Custom House, and for 
public offices, by a gentleman of ‘consider- 
able means who expected that it would 
be rented by the Local Government from 
him, being a building well suited for the 
purpose for which it was built. It was a 
most substantial structure, well furnished 
in every way, but it being requisite to ~ 
borrow money onit, by mortgage, the pro- 
perty had fallen into the hands of the 
mortgage holders who were anxious to dis- 
pose of it. Ithad been valued at $120,- 
Q00, but the Government did not see the 
way to pay such asum as that, and ultim- 
ately after negotiations the proprietors 
had agreed to accept the sum of $71,250, a 
sum which showed how close had been the . 
bargaining. There were some few repairs 
to be done to it, but the amount. was not 
great, and he was convinced that $75,090, 
the vote asked, would cover the purchase 
and repairs. . 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that the vote of 
$15,000 referred to by Mr. Bolton for the © 
improvement of, the River St. Croix had 
lapsed, the time for which it was. granted 
having expired. 

Mr. BOLTON—It was renewed _ last 
year. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY—Then it would pro- 
bably be renewed again, so that the argu- 
ment founded on the loss of that grant by 
the withdrawal of the Americans from 
their proposal had no weight; but “inde- 
pendent of that the sum mentioned of 
$15,000 from each of the two grants mak- 
ing $30, 0090, was altogether inadequate to 
the work necessary ‘to be done on that 
river, which would require a very muoh ~ 
lar ger sum. As to the building now prc- 
posed to be bought, it would. be a mistake 
to suppose that the rent paid for the Cus- 
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covered by the acquisition of this building. 
There was not only the Custom House, 


_ but the other public offices to be accom- 


modated. The Militia Department, the 
office of Marine and Fisheries, the emigra- 


. tion office, the Department ofthe Minister 


of Justice and others which were all in.the 
same building. Then there was large 
warehouse accommodations from which a 
very considerable revenue would be deriv- 
ed, and the examining warehouse which 


‘ought to be conveniently situated in res- 
So far from | 
the price being extravagant, it was really | 


pect to the trade of the port. 


one that would give considerable revenue, 
from 7 to 74 per cent. having been realized 
on the cost. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELIL said the proposal 
was of apiece with others made by the 
Government. It was shown—even after 
taking credit for sums as revenue which 
formed no part of the income of the coun- 
try—that there was a deficiency, this year 
again, to a large amount. In the faee of 


these annually recurring deficiencies it 


was not to be permitted that the Govern- 
ment should be expending large amounts 
for, which there could be no justification. 
The House was now called upen to impose 
new taxes, and at the very time that these 
were ealled for, it was asked to sanetion 
an expenditure under one head of no less 
than $650,000 which could be saved, and 
which for the present at least, could be 
dispeused with. He had no desire to erip- 
ple the public service, on the contrary he 
dasired to see it as efficient as possible, 
but it could not be concealed that there 
was an amount expended out of all pro- 
portion to the work done. As to this par- 
ticular item it was perfectly unjustifiable. 


-. If there were any necessity to buy a Cus- 


tom House at all at St. Johm, one could be 
acquired at a mych cheaper rate than this, 
gnd one that would fully meet all the re- 
quirements of the trade. Ifthe present 
purchase was made it would be merely to 
satisfy the demands of the Government 
supporters,.and was in fact a return to the 


‘old log rollmg system which it was hoped 


had been done away with. There was at 
present in the market a building suitable 
for the purpose, which could be had for 
$20,000, and certainly would not cost—al- 
lowing liberally for alterations—more than 


- $30,000 in all, and he had learned from 


the merchants of St. John that they were 
opposed to the purchase of the present 
Custom House, which was not convenient- 
ly situated for business. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN could see no justifi- 
cation for the present outlay. The pro- 

rietors were not only willing but desirous 
to let it to the Dominion Government at a 


Hon. Mr. Tilley. 
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est, of more than double the sum at which | 
they could now have the use of the. build- 
ing. 

Item then passed. 

Item $25,000 for London Custom House 
—earried. 

Also $10,000 for Toronto Examining 
Warehouse; $10,000 for Toronto Immi- 
gration Sheds ; Halifax Quarantine Station, 
$14,000; $155.000 for Post Offices at 
Toronto, Quebec, and’ London; $15,900 
for Slides and Booms. 

Committee rose, reported progress, and 
asked leave to sit again. 

The House adjourned at 10 minutes past 
1 o’elock. 


HOUSE OF COHHONS. 
Orrawa, April 16th, 1870. 


Tho SPEAKER took the chair at th 
uaual kour. ; 


PHTITIONS. 


Several petitions were presented for the 
establishment of Naval Schools, and for 
closing Railways and Telegraph Lines on 
Sundays. 


SHAMEN’S CLOTHING. 
A Bill for the better protection of cloth- 


ing and property of seamen—vread a third 
time. 


SUPERANNUATION FUND. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee on the Superaggua- 
tion Resolutious—Carried. ! 

In Committee, 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN asked what effect it : 
would have on old officers when it was é 
desirous they should retire.. Was the 
superannuation fund to be taken out of . 
the stoppages from the officers who were 
to contribute, or were the Lower Provinces . 
to be burdened with payments for the worn 
leg servants of the old Province of Can- / | 
ada. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the | 
public service would not suffer by the pro- 4 
posal, At present the Lower Provinces 
were paying salaries for men who were 
not capable of performing their duties, 
but whom it had never been the policy of 
any Government to dismiss without pro- 
vision, 


, 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that the old ser- 
vants of all the Provinces should be pro- 
vided for, if it was proposed to provide for 
those of Quebec and Ontario. He thought, 
however, that old Canada should provide 
for its own old servants. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the contri- 


butions from the officials to this fund 


would be placed in the consolidated re- 
venue. Whether, therefore, there was 
enough or not from these to meet the pay- 
ments, they would be made to the retiring 
officers. There would, therefore, be no 
injustice to the younger officers, on ac- 
count of the immediate retirement of the 
older. There would also be a saving to 
the publie service from these retirements. 


Mr. BURPEER objected that the Civil Ser- 
vice was almost altogether in the hands of 
people from Ontario and Quebec, and in the 
Lower Provinces this would be felt to be 
an injustice, ) 

‘Mr. MACKENZIE explained that the 
Givil Service was not merely confined to the 
inside work. It included all the outside 
‘Officers as well. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Bill had been framed so as to make the 
principle of superannuation self support- 
ing. If the number of officers in the Civil 
Service was small from the Maritime Pro- 
vinces, the revenue paid proportionately 
in the Maritime Provinces was also small. 


Mr. E. M. MACDONALD said the injus- 
tice was not in the contributions being 
levied on the officers, as they would be 
taxed rateably. It was in there being so 
few to be taxed for the allowance who 
were employed here from the Lower Pro- 
vinces. When Confederation took place 
the old officers of Canada should have been 
drafted to the two Provinces until an 
equality was established between those and 
the officers from Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick. This was in fact promised. 
But out of the $306,000 paid to the officers 
employed at Ottawa only $1,000 went to 
men belonging to Nova Scotia. New 
Brunswick was rather better represented 
haying ten here at $10,500. The revenue from 
Customs derived from these two Provinces 
was two millions, a larger sum per head 
than what was contributed by Quebec or 
Ontario, And this did not represent the 
whole, as a large number of articles former- 
ly coming from Britain, were now paid for 
to Ontario manufacturers. He believed, 
however, that there were some of the old 
officers in the Lower Provinces who would 
benefit by the proposal, with benefit to the 
revenue. 


Mr. PICKARD thought we should have 
started, with a clean sheet, and not have 
any old officers to pension off at the end 
of three years. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL said there was no 
dissatisfaction in Nova Scotia as to these 
appointments. 
any more made as they would not be from 
the friends of Nova Scotia (hear, hear). 

Hon, Mr, TILLEY said it was an erro- 
néous impression that there had been a 
large number of new appointments. The 
reality was that a number were engaged 
by the day who had some of them been 
on for seven years. These had been made 
officers, and their names appeared now on 
the list, instead of ona pay sheet as for- 
merly. 


Hon. Mr. HUTCHISON could not see _ 


why they should legislate fer public ser- 
vants who ought to lay up something 
themselves for a rainy day. 


Hon.Dr. TUPPER said that the legislation 
was not for the benefit of the Civil Service, 
but for the benefit of the country, by 
means of what would be a most unpopular 
tax, and ifthe hon. gentleman would ask 
the Civil Servants he would find itso. It 
was necessary +0 have a measure of this 
kind toprovide for efficient service. : 

Mr. MACKENZIE said when the resolu- 
tions were introduced he said that he ap- 
proved of the principle, and in doing se, 
alluded to the principle of Life Insurance 
policies, practically adopted in them with- 
out considering the precise relations of 
abatements made tothe sums paid. He 
regretted to-day to find the objection 
raised that possibly some of the old ser- 
vants of the Province of Canada might ob- 
tain some advantage which the Maritime 
Provinces might not get. 
be the last to ask’ that the Martime 
Provinces should pay one farthing of any 
obligation which ought to be imposed upon 
the late Province. But their friends in 
the Lower Provinces must take into con- 
sideration that they were in an altogether 
different position. In the Local Govern- 
ments of Ontario and Quebec they had at 
present jno departments such as Customs, 
for they were handed over to the Domin: 
ion Government, and it was quite impos- 
sible to turn those men out of doors mere- 
ly because of the change. No reasonable 
man would admit the necessity of doing so 
with regard to the extra amount contri- 
buted by. the Maritime Provinces as con- 
tended by some members. There were 
some other matters which ought to be 
considered.. The Library of the late Pro- 
vince of Canada, was valued at $200,000, 
which, of itself, would exceed by ten times 
the excess that would come under. the 
present resolutions from the Maritime 


He did not want to see. 


He would | 
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/Provinces. The furniture and fittings of |} ty. (A laugh). He had heard that the 


the present House, which were the pro- 
perty of the late Province, were worth 
$250,000, which became the property of 
the Dominion by the Confederation Act. 
But no one proposed that the Maritime 
Provinces should pay any portion of that. 
Those considerations showed that if there 
were things on one hand there were also 
facts on the other hand. With regard to 
the taxation of the Maritime Provinces he 
had no doubt that they bore their share, but 
the collection of small amounts in smill 
places cost much more in proportion than 
in the larger Provinces. In the case of 
Customs the proportion of cost of collec- 
tion to the amount collected was in On- 
tario and Queboc 6 per cent.; in New 
Brunswick it cost nearly 9 per cent, and 
in Nova Scotia it was about 10 per cent. 
He deprecated sectional discussion, but 
considered that it was desirable that when 
those questions arose they should be dis- 
- posed of in a satisfactory way. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE had _ confidence in the 
House to do justice to the smaller Provin- 
ees. He was more afraid of his colleagues, 
for they were very often unjust and un. 
fair. (Hear and laughter). He thought 
it might be well for them to go around 
and hang a dozen out of each office. 
(Laughter). 

The Resolution passed as well as the 
second. 

At clause three. 

“Mr. GODIN objected that the officers 
while contributing at the rate of four per 
cent. for an annuity, ran the risk of de- 

 riving no benefit from it. It ought to pro- 
vide that the families should derive the 
benefit from these contributions. He 
would be prepared to move anamendment 
to that effect in concurrence providing that 
the widow should be entitled to half the 
annuity. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he was 
perfectly aware there was opposition on 
the part of the Government employees to 
the scheme. The Government had con- 
sidered the whole mitter, and did not in- 
tend to turn themselves into an insurance 
company for the benefit of the relatives of 
deceased officers of the Civil Service. The 
measure was not for the benefit of em- 

ployees, but for the protection and bene- 
fit of. the public, and to enable the Gov- 
ernment to get rid of persons who had 
arrived at a time of life when they could 
no longer perform their work efficient- 
ly. 

Mr. SCATCHERD said he had often 

heard the question asked: ‘ Where do 
Government employees come from,” but 
no hving man could answer it with cer pan 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


employees were opposed to the measure. 
Well, the tax payers were opposed to an 
increase of taxation to support those men. 
Those employees were ten times better 
paid than the usual class of persons in 
their circumstances throughout the coun- 
try. 

Mr. POPE argued it would be unjust to 
diminish the salaries of officers to establish 
a Superannuation Fund. 

After some further discussion the Com- 

ittee rose and reported the resolutions 
without amendment. Concurrence on 
Tuesday. 

The resolutions were then carried, and 
the Committee rose and reported. 

The House then went into Committee of 
Supply. 

The item for the Miscellaneous Improye- 
ment of Rivers was passed —S$2, 600 

On the item of $10,000 for a road be- 
tween St. Anne des Monts and Fox River, 
a discussion arose, it being objected that 
it was local work. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the road was 
being built as a means of reaching part of 
the coast on which shipwrecks were fre- 
quent. 

Mr. 
short time ago that a road had been con- 
structed for the purpose of conciliat- 
ing a member who supported the Govern- 
ment, 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said he agreed with 
the remarks of the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton but in the present case there were 
exceptional circumstances. The Govern- 
ment were responsible for the lives of its 
people in navigation, and the road was re- 
quired in case’ of wrecks. ‘There was no- 
thing so degrading as the squabble for 
money to build roads with. 

Mr. FORBES was opposed to those 
grants in toto. He had as strong a-claim 
fora road in his own county, and thought 
if they had roads in one part, they ought 
to have them in all. It was a bad princi- 
ple. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER thought the hon. 
member stood in his own light. , If he had 
so good a case he ought to assist in ob- 
taining this present road, for he thereby 
would aid in obtaining a grant for his own 
county. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—“ Log rolling.’’ 

Mr. FORBES wished the Dominion to 
provide nothing which it was the cy un) 
the Local Legislature to furnish. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD con- 


tended that it was a proper work for the 
Dominion. The importance of the road 


MACKENZIE said it was only a 
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Cornwall who ought to have been in his 


haying prepared to put up a iine along} place. 


ii 4 , 

Mr. SCATCHERD. thought a good case 
was not sufficient to warrant the construc- 
tion of the road, for they had a good case 
for roads in the County of Bruce, where 
they had paid for them, but the Govern- 
ment refused to build them. The road 
was 118 miles long, and he would like to 
know whether the present vote was to 
complete the work, or was it but the com- 
mencement of a heavy expenditure ? 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the grant 
asked for would not be more than $10 
a mile, and that would not go far in mak- 
ing a road through a rugged mountain 
country. He foresaw that it was the be- 
ginning ofa large expenditure, and would 
therefore move that’ the item be struck 
out. 

Lost on a division. 


Mr. MACKENZIE again moved that the 
words beadded to the item. ‘“ provided 
no further sum shall be granted to said 
road.’’ Carried. 

In reference to Miscellaneous Roads 
and Bridges, $5,000, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN stated that it was 


for the Temiscouata Road, and for the 


Military Road at Huntingdon. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the last road | 


had been made a military road at the in- 
stance of Mr. Rose, who had promised it 
during his canvass. The grant was wholly 
indefensible. 


It being six o'clock the Committee rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT moved the House 
into Committee on the Canada Central 
Railway. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the member for Cornwall desired to be 
still further heard in opposition to the 
measure. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said that his oppo- 
sition could be given at the other stages. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that all the ar- 
guments had been urged for three days 


‘before the Committee, and urged to itera- 


tion; he might say in the words of Shakes- 
peare, ‘‘ damnable iteration,” (a laugh). 


The SPEAK ER—Order. 

‘Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had yet to 
learn that he could be called to order for 
quoting Shikespeare, one of their classical 
authorities. 

Mr. McDOUGALL (Renfrew) said that 
the House should not be called to post- 
pone its legislation at this late season, to 
suit the convenience of the member for 


The House then went into Committee, 
passed the Bill without amendments, rese 
and reported, and the third reading was 
fixed for Wednesday. 


BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved th second 
reading of the Act, to continue in force 
the provisions of the Acts relating to La 
Banque du  Peuple—carried; und the 
House went into Committee, passed the 
Bill with two verbal amendments, which 
were concurred in, and the Bill was fixed 
for a third reading on Wednesday. 


_CHURCH OF ENGLAND SYNOD. 


Hon. STEWART CAMPBELL moved the 
second reading of an Act to extend the Act 
of the late Province of Canada 19 and 20 
Vic., Cap. 141, to all parts of the Dominion. 
The object is to give power to the Synod of 
Nova Scotia to join the Synod of Canada. 


Mr. MACKENZIE opposed the Bill on the 
ground of its not being a matter for legis- 
lation by this Parliament. There was no 
established church here and the d.fferent. 
churches could meet without hindrance. 
With regard to any rights to be obtained, 
these should be decided on by the Local 
Legislatures. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said the question was 
whether they shouldfree two bodies already 
incorporated from trammels imposed on 
them by such legislation. All that was 
asked for was power to act together, which 
they could not do now. | 

Mr. MILLS contended that this Parlia- 
ment could not take away the individual 
power of the Nova Scotia Synod by their 
Act, and confer it on a different body to 
be constituted by this Act. The Bill was 
altogether too indefinite, and there was 
no more difficulty in those two Synods 
meeting together voluntarily than there 
was in the Pan-Anglican Synod some time 
ago. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN agreed that the 
Parliament had power to legislate on the 
matter. The Bill touched no denomina- 
tion except the one which asked for it, 
and could hurt nobody. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was very 
much in favour of the Bill asa sequel to 
the union of the Provinces, but he was 
very jealous of any legislation which 
might establish a precedent that would 
look like legislation on religious sub- 
jects, or rather Church organizations. 
The House ought to consider more mature- 
ly and with fuller benches the principle 
involved in the Bill. 


% 
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Hon. STEWART CAMPBELL said he 
would not object to consent to a postpone- 
ment, were it not for the lateness of the 
session. The Episcopal Church in Nova 
Scotia wanted no more privileges than 
were conferred on any other denomination, 
but would be content with no less. 


Hon, Col. GREY said if the Bill were 
confined to Nova Scotia alone he would 
say nothing on the subject; but its pro- 
Provinces also. 

In New Brunswick there was a large and 
influential portion of the Episcopal Church 
which did not wish to be united to any 
other Synod. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said -he held in 
his hand a letter from the Bishop of Fred- 
erickton asking his friends to vote for 
this measure. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had at first some difficulty respecting 
this Bill. He thought now they could legis- 
late, and if they could they ought. It was 
in consequence of the passing of the Clergy 
Reserve Act that the Constitution was 
sought for by the Church of England. The 
Local Legislatures cannot give the author- 
ity sought to be obtained, and so the cen- 
tral body must do so. The Act only gives 
power to the Synod to meet as a Gen- 
_ eral Assembly, the Diocesan Synod aloné 
having the power to deal with the tempo- 
ralities. This Act does not affect property 
at all, which this Parliament has nothing 
to do with. | 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Canada 
Presbyterian Church organized themselves 
into a General Synod last season, and 
would meet as a General Synod this 


season. It was quite competent for other 
churches to do the same. 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 


They don’t wish to do so. 


Mr. MACKENZIB said he had just learn- 
ed that there were several petitions 
against the Bill. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said the rights 


of the parties petitioning were reserved . 


in a provision. 
_ Mr. MACKENZIE said he would ask that 
they should be produced at the next 
stage. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
would consent. 

The Bill was read a second time by con- 
sent. Further discussion reserved till be- 
fore the Committee on Wednesday. 


MERCHANTS’ BANK HALIFAX. 


On motion of the Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD 
the Act to amend the incorporation of the 
’ Merchants’ Bank, Halifax, was read a 
second time and taken into Committee 


Hon. Mr. Stewart Campbell. 


and passed without an amendment, and 
read a third time and passed. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


The House again went into Committee 
of Supply, and resumed discussion on the 
item of Miscellaneous Roads. . 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Huntingdon Road was assumed as a 
military road from the representations of 
the military officers. Sir John Rose was 
not here when the decision was arrived at. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON’ said that might 
be, but he would venture to say that the 
requisition was made at the instance of Mr. 
Rose, who during the election a short time 
previous, had promised to use his influence 
to make this a military road. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked for the officers’ 
letter. Some people might be apt to draw 
ugly inferences from the coincidence of 
dates. He himself, of course, would not 
think of doing so. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought it was time 
these roads should be assumed by the mu- 
nicipalities. The Metapedia road and 
others were getting thickly settled now. 


ITEMS PASSED, 


Surveys and Inspections $20,000; Arbi- 
trations and awards $10,000; Miscellane- 
ous works not otherwise provided for $10, 
000; Rents, repairs &., $45,000 ; heating 
public buildings Ottawa $32,000. Public 
buildings generally (revote) $20,000, Rich- 
ibucto Harbour (2 years) $4,000 ; Amherst 
Harbour and House Magdalen Islands $4, 
000 ; Windsor and Annapolis Railway $31, 
600, Western Extension N. B. $70,000, Eas- 
tern Extension $12,500; Fredericton 
Branch $7,500; Maintenance of Steamers, 
Quebec, $53,700. 

Tion. Dr. TUPPER called attention to 
the necessity of retaining the services of 
the steamer Druid at Halifax, as it was ab- ~ 
solutely necessary to have such a vessel to 
be used for the relief of ships in distress. 
She might have been used to great ad- 
vantage in the search for the missing stea- 
mer City of Boston. ; 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY explained that the 
Druid was found not to be a suitable ves- 
sel. Itwas intended to sell her, and in 
the meantime employ the Lady Head. 


After some discussion the various items _ 
for subsidies to steamers, including com- 
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houses, $3,200; between Quebec and Bon | 
treal—salaries, $3,825; maintenance, $6,- 


Comniittee 


825; steamer vichelieu, $4,200; Trinity 


House, Quebec, $7,488; Do. Montreal, 
$7,614; removal of wrecks, $2,000 ; light- 
houses above Montreal, $54,504; do, Nova 
Scotia, $75,364; New Brunswick, $30,562 ; 
Sable and Seal Islands Humane Establish- 
ment, $8,000; Cape Race Light, $1,000; 
Fisheries, Maintenance, &c., of La Cana- 
dienne, $9,000. 

On the item for salaries of Fishery In- 
spectors and Wardens, $24,500, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that Fishery 
Overseers were altogether unnecessary, 
especially in ports where, like Sarnia, there 
were other Government officials. They 
aid some ofthem $200 for collecting 
$1,000 of Revenue. It was perfectly ridi- 
culous. He hopedthe Government would 
give some promise that they would 
abolish the office. : 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
these duties were very important on the 
Maritime coast. He did not know 


- very much about their duties on inland 


lakes. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said they hrd in fact 
no duties whatever to perform. It was 
absurd to talk off preventing poaching in 
the fisheries. The owners would take 
care that the offence was not committed. 


It was then carried. 


On item $9,000 for fish.ways and oysters, 
and for fish breeding. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to 
the condition of the Ottawa River. It was 
the next largest to the St. Lawrence, but 
was utterly destroyed by the manufactur- 
ers of lumber, being permitted, against 
the law, to empty alltheir saw-dust into 
the river. It not only destroys the navi- 
gation, which was a. grievous matter, and 
which some member of the Government 
ought to give his attention to, but it also 
destroyed the fish; and that river which 
ought to contain the choicest fish was 
now without any inhabitant of the finny 
tribe, except the wretched catfish. He 
thought ita shame that the rivers should 


be destroyed in that manner. 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ad- 
mitted that the deposits of saw-dust from 
these mills was very injurious, but he did 
not see how the Government could deal 
with the matter except asit affected the 
fish. The Bill at present before the 
House, giving additional powers on the 
Ottawa River, might enable them to deal 
with the evil, but they must expect to meet 
determined opposition from the manu- 
facturers in any endeavours to compel 


them to consume their own saw-dust, 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said the matter de- 
manded the most serious consideration of 
the Government, many of their rivers were 
utterly destroyed by receiving refuse of 
mills poured into the stream. As tothere 
being no fish in the river, if they kept it 
clear they would soon have some. In 
Scotland and England protection had been 
afforded, and the value of an acreage was 
increased on some rivers in Scotland from ~ 
£2 per acre to £5, and the same results 
would follow here. So long, however, as 
persons were allowed to build their manu- 
factories, so as to pour their refuse into the 
streams, it would be utterly useless to 
promote fisheries. 

Mr. FORTIN said that there was a 
clause in the Fishery Act which provided 
for those cases. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—But it is never put 
in force. 

Mr. FORTIN said it was very difficult to 
do so. ry 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that the deposits 
in the river were in some places 20 feet 
high, and seriously endangered the navi- 
gation by the constant changing of the 
position. . 

Mr. FORBES hoped that the Govern- 
ment would consider the whole subject, 
and bring down a measure on the general 
question of fisheries next Session. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—They are always 
willing to consider. (Laughter. ) 

On item of $57,708 additional for protec- 
tion of fisheries by a Marine Police. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked explanations 


‘of this item. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A MACDONALD said 
it was the intention of the Government to 
place in the Gulf of St. Lawrence six 
vessels like. La Canadienne, toactas Marine — 
Police for the protection of the fisheries. 


Government had made up their mind to 


put an end to the system of licensing, on 
account of the depredations. which had 
been committed on their shores last year, 
and to prevent encroachment this year, 
had determined to organize the force. 


Mr. MACKENZIE. wished to know if 
the vessels were to be chartered, or to 
be manned by crews selected by the 
Government. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the vessels were to be chartered for one 
year, with the option of retainmg them — 
for another. They were to be manned by 
crewsselected by the Government, and 
great care would be observed in selecting 
the officers, who would exercise consider- 
able powers, and required to be men of 
discretion and judgment. 

The Committee rose and reported pro- 
gress, and asked leave to sit again. ; 


, 
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WELLAND CANAL. 


“Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN laid on the table 
returns relative to the Welland Canal. 


The House rose at 11:30, and adjourned 
to Tuesday. 


* 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 19, 1870. 


The. SPEAKER took the chair. at 8 
o'clock. 
RED’ RIVER. 
Hon. Mr. McCULLY gave notice of 


motion to-morrow respecting troops that 
may be sent to Red River. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. LOCKE, on motion of Hon. 
Mr. WARK, was added to the Intercolonial 
Railway Committee, in place of Hon. Mr. 
Ritchie. 


ASSENT TO BILLS. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said that he under- 
stood it was the practice of the House of 
Lords when Her Majesty came to give her 
assent—in person or by .commission—to 
any Bills, that all the Bills passed by both 
Houses must be submitted. This rule, 
however, had not been observed on 
Thursday last. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL called the hon. 
oe Moana attention to the fact that the 

overnor General had given his assent to 
the Bill on Thursday last, in consequence of 
an important public emergency. It was 
supposed that the Ienians were engaged in 
organizing a force within sight of our 
borders, with the object of invading our 
Territory, and the failure of that move- 
ment, so far, might be fairly attributed to 
the energetic action of the Government in 
taking steps for the public security.’ The 
danger was most imminent at the time, 
and though it had been averted for the 
- moment, we could not yet be considered 
entirely secure. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said that he only 
wished to call attention to what was the 
practice in England. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD said that he did 
not know of asingle instance where the 
rule had been deviated from. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL referred to the 
fact that it would have been impossible 
for the Minister of Justice, called as he 
was to act in an emergency, to follow the 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 
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practice and certify to all the Bills passed 
by both branches of the Legislature. 


Hon. Mr. WILMOT said that if his mem- 
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ory served him right, in the case of the — 


suspension of the Act of Habeas Corpus in 
Ireland, in 1866, it passed both Houses 
and received the royal assent on the same 
night, 


GOVERNMENT SHIPS. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL introduced a Bill 
to make provision for discipline on board 
Canadian Government vessels. / 


BILLS FROM THE COMMONS. 


A Message was received from the Com- 
mons that they had passed the following 
Bills:— © 

Respecting Ferries. : 

To amend Act incorporating Merchants’ 
Bank of Halifax. 


To remove certain restrictions with re- 


spect to issue of Bank Notes in Nova — 


Scotia. 

For the better protection of clothing 
and property of Her Majesty’s Navy. 

The Report of thé Committee respecting 
the Public Printing, in absence of Mr. 
Simpson, was allowed to stand over until 
to-morrow. 

The House then adjourned until three 
o’clock the next day. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
OTTAWA, April 19, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the Chair at 7:30. 
NOVA SCOTIA INSOLVENT ACT. 


Mr., SAVARY introduced a Bill to 
amend the Insolvent Act of 1869. He ex- 
plained that the object of the Bill was to 
relieve the Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Nova Scotia of duties now imposed on 
them by the present Act. 


WRIT ISSUED. 


Mr. FORBES moved that the Speaker 
issue a writ for the election of a member 
to fill the seat rendered vacant by the 
death of Mr. Chipman.—Carried. 


DELAY IN RETURNS. 
Mr. JONES (Leeds) asked why two re- 


turns moved for at an early period of the © 


session had not been brought down. The 
first was respecting the expenses of Rideau 
Hall and Spencer Wood. The second the 
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returns of all persons employed in the 
public service for the past two years. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said he would en- 
quire as to the first return. As to the 
second he would say that last week a cir- 
cular had been sent to his Department 
asking for their portion of returns. 


PERJURY ACT. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Bill to amend 
the Act respecting Perjury. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ex- 
plained that the object of this Bill was to 
strike out certain provisions respecting 
affidavits made out of Canada, as they were 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Dominion 
Parhament. 


THH PENITENTIARY ACT. 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—To 
amend Penitentiary Act of 1868. 


SUPREME COURT BILL. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if it were not 
the intention of the Government to go on 
with the Supreme Court Bill. 


‘Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he wished to have the hon. member for 
Cornwall present. The Government pro- 
posed to go on with the Estimates, 


THE NORTH WEST. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked the leader of 
the Government if he intended to proceed 
with the notice of motion he gave on Sat- 
urday night. 

Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONALD—No, 
no. 


COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. 


The House then went into Committee 
of Supply, (Col. GRAY in the Chair). 


: MILITIA. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 


-was sorry to say that the Finance Minister 


was unwell and could not. be in his place 
that evening. The Government were, 


“however, ready to go on with the esti- 
mates, and he would move the votes res- 
~pecting the Militia. 


The items came be- 
fore the House on Saturday, but the House 
was thin and in that warlike mood (hear, 
hear, and laughter) he thought that mem- 
bers of the House might desire to ask 
several questions with regard to the Mi- 
litia. 

Atthe suggestion of the hon. member 
for Lambton the various items were held 


. over. 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER moved 
the item of $29,140 for salaries of the Mili- 
tary Branch and District Staff. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said surely the hon. 
gentleman did not mean to ask them to 
swallow that vote without a single word of 
explanation. The hon. gentleman could 
do great feats, but he could not do that 
quite. Last year the House was told that 
the Government had in contemplation, 
and had all but concluded. to effect a re- 
duction of the District Staff. The House 
would remember that at that time there 
was some little commotion in the country 
regarding the Fenian raid. Somehow or 
other these Fenian raids always came upon 
the eve of the Militia. Estimates. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Done 
on purpose, I suppose, (laughter). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that it would be 
remembered that the nine Deputy-Adju- 
tant Generals, that were covering them- 
selves and the country with glory (laugh- 
ter), were appointed for a special occasion, 
and, when that occasion had passed away, 
the House expected that the Deputy Ad- - 
jutant Generals would have passed away 
also. It seemed, however, to be the law 
in this country that once an office was 
made, be it for ever so temporary a pur- 
pose, that office was enlarged, and became 
very soon a public Department of its own. 
They had so many Departments created 
by the Government that they could not 
be enumerated, and they were created by 
them at the shortest notice, (laughter). 
Every one acquainted with Militia matters 
must know that the whole of the affairs of 
the Active Militia could be managed by 
the Brigadier General with greater effi- 
ciency and ease than with the assistance 
of an officer who was nominally superior, 
but was in reality lower than himself. He 
hoped the Government had some reduc- — 
tion in contemplation and would not ask 
the House to vote this money in a time of 
profound peace; for he must say that so 
far as the Western country was concerned, 
this Fenian raid was a perfect farce, (hear). 
That was his firm conviction. From all 
that he had heard he did not doubt the 
sincerity of the Government in making the 
provision they had done. ‘He had taken . 
great pains to ascertain the real facts in 
the Western parts, and his. sources were 
more to be relied on than that gained by 
mere Government detectives. He thought 
the Minister of Militia was bound to informa. 
the House whether he intended to make 
these appointments of Deputy Adjutant 
Generals a permanent ‘one, because if that 
were the case the House ought to be in- 
formed of it. It meant a large standing 
army, accompanied with a staff, perma- 
nently forced upon the country, for which 
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there was no necessity. He was willing to 


go to the expense of providing the force | 


necessary for municipal purposes, and he 
was willing to provide a larger force for 
special occasions. He did not thihk that 
they had any right to complain of the 
withdrawal of the British troops, and he 
would not say that the British tax payers 
were wrong in claiming that they should 
be withdrawn, (hear, hear.) They were 
able to take care of themselves, and it 
would be a shame for a Colony of their 
strength to be ever sending petitions and 
~ whining about this withdrawal ; but while 
he was willing to do what he had said, he 
was not willing as a member of this House 
to vote so large a sum of money for a pur- 
~ pose which he thought was practically use- 
less. He asked the hon. gentleman for 
further explanations. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE EH. CARTIER was 
sorry the hon. member was so badly served 
by his memory this evening. Last session 
the objection was not taken to Deputy 
Adjutant Generals, but to Brigade Majors. 
Last year there was no objection to divid- 
ing the country into nine military districts, 
and it was impossible, speaking in a mili- 
tary sense, that a territory extending from 
the Sault St. Marie to Cape Breton, could 
be properly protected unless it were di- 
vided into districts. These Deputy Adju- 
tant Generals had their offices and their 
salaries fixed by the Militia Act. This even- 
ing he had not expected any discussion as to 
these officers, but he had thought there 
would be with respect to Brigade-Majors. 
The Adjutant-General, who came out last 
year, advocated in his report the necessity 
of Brigade-Majors. He (Sir G. E. Cartier) 
was happy to say that last year there was 
a decided improvement in the training of 
our Active Militia, who were now drilled in 
brigade ; and it was, therefore necessary 
to have Brigade- Majors. Last year he had 
promised a reduction in the Staff, ane, he 
had achieved it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Hear, hear. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
had made a reduction in the Adjutant 
‘General’s staff of several thousand pounds. 
Last year he had said he would do away 
with the District Quarter-masters, and he 
had arranged a plan to do away with them, 
this year. Hedid not ask any sum of 
money with which to pay these officers. 

Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) said 
‘he did not wish it to go to England that 
the opinion of Mr. Mackenzie, as to the 


the country. As aportion of the British 
Empire, we had as good a right to have 
British troops stationed here as inany part 
of tbe Empire. 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


[COMMONS]. 
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lar enmity to Canadians, as such, but had 
a desire to strike down’ the British flag, 
existed amongst our neighbours. British 
troops, therefore, should be here to help 
to protect that flag. 

Mr. LEVESCONTE said that in 1866 
Nova Scotia voted $80,000 for Militia pur- 
poses, and expended $114,000. This came 
within a fraction of the amount now re- 
quired’ from the inhabitants of the Do- 
minion respectively. 

Mr. MILLS—It is over a million. 


Mr. LEVESCONTE said he meant in 
proportion to population. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
under the Nova Seotia Militia Act men 
were compelled to train 5 days without 
pay. By his system last year the Militia 
were paid for 13 days’ drill, and this year 
they would be paid for 16 days. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it might have 
been expected that the Minister of Militia 
should have explained the policy of the 
Government on the Militia question, and 
not have confined himself merely to the 
item now under discussion. Last year he 
had proposed to effect a saving of a quarter 
million dollars, and he should now ex- 
plain if the sum voted last year had been 
sufficient or insufficient, or give the 
reasons why he asked for such an excess 
of expenditure as he called for this year. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE KE. CARTIER said, 


that the policy of the Government was 


the same as last year, which was to main- 
tain the present Militia organization. 
The expenditure to be asked for in the 
supplementary estimates would be about 
$20,000 or $25,000 in order to cover some 
extra expenditure not caused by the ex- 
penditure of last year, but this was due to 
the fact that the appropriations of former 
years had been insufficient. There was 
asum of about $2,000 claimed by the 
Imperial Government for, four guns taken 
in a case of emergency from the store at 
Kingston to arm the steamer Prince 
Alfred. This Government had asked the 
Imperial authorities not to charge for, 
these guns; and, although no answer had 
been received, the Dominion Government 
expected that they would not be called 
on to pay for them.. There were more 
enrolled men this year than last, and 


there would consequently be an extra — 


charge for clothing. There would also be 


16 day’s drill to be paid for instead of 18, ° 
withdrawal of troops, was the opinion of | as heretofore. 


The next item 


armament. Our Miltia were using Enfield 


rifles borrowed from the Imperial Govern» 
ment and those had to be retured ingood  _ 
These were about 42,000 in num- — 

had to contend with was, that an organized | ber; but he had reason to believe i hE? ‘: 
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Imperial Government would make them 
a present of those rifles, which would be 
worth amillion of dollars. They wanted 


2,000 additional breach-loaders for Corps | 


waiting to be organized, and as the Im. 
perial Government could not be asked to 

ive the rifles they would have to buy 
them. It was also their intention to arm 
the Militia as soon as possible with the 
Henri Martini rifle, acknowledged the best 
in existence. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the House 
was gratified last yearby a statement of 
the Minister of Militia, to the effect that 
he proposed to make a diminution in the 
expenditure of a quarter million inround 
numbers. He also led the House to be- 
lieve that a still further reduction would 
be made, amounting to some half million 
per annum; but to his (Hon. Mr. Holton’s) 
consternation, and that of the country 
generally, when the estimates came down, 
instead of that further diminution, there 
was found a large increase—in fact such an 
increase as raised this branch of expendi- 
ture to just about the old maximum point. 
Hence he thought it was right to ask the 
Minister of Militiato explain the reasons 
that induced the Government to increase 
the expenditure to nearly $20, 000. He 
reflected the general opinion when he 
said that the expenditure was far too 
large as compared with the state of effici- 
ency, which, he believed, existed in the 
Militia Service. He had expected to hear 
something from the Minister of Militia 
about Military Schools. He believed the 
universal opinion was that those schools 
had fulfilled their mission and could be 
discontinued with great advantage to the 
exchequer and without disadvantage to 
to the Militia service of the country. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
he intended to speak about the Military 
Schools when he came to the item, but 
he was willing to discuss it then. He 
had never given the House to understand 
that there would be a reduction of $250,- 
000 in the year. It would be the destruc- 
sion of the Militia service. He had rather 
held out the contrary view in reply to the 
member for Prince Edward last year, 
when he called attention to the pay of the 
Militia being for only 13 days. These ex- 
~traordinary « expenses did not occur last 
year, andthat showed an additional $45, - 
000 over the last estimates. With regard 
to Military Schools, he admitted that great 
abuses had crept in, but the Government 
had determined to reduce the expense to 


_aslow a point as possible, and the new 


regulations would act in that direction. 
‘The withdrawal of troops would also in- 
volve consideration, although it was not 
» ee sure whether they would be, with- 
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drawn or not. The British Government 
allowed the troops to remain chiefly on 
account of those Schools, and when the 
country at that particular time desired 
the troops to remain, it would have been 
bad policy to have removed the Schools. 

Mr. OLIVER asked if the drill by 
Brigade was to be compulsory or permis- 
sive ? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
it would be compulsory. Travelling ex- 
penses would be paid in cases where there 
was a battalion assembled.. 

The item was then carried. 

On item $25,000 for salaries of Brigade 
Majors. 

Mr. MACKENZIE drew attention to the 
different payments made to the several 
Brigade Majors. In Montreal district the 
salary was $3,500 against $1,730 in Quebec, 
and $2,000 im London, which was the lar- 
gest. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that Montreal was in two military dis- 
tricts, and the extra salary was owing to 
an officer fulfilling double duties. ‘ 

Mr. MACK ENZIE—The old system of 
paying an officer twice over. * 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
for instance Col. Dennis was absent and _ 
Captain Scobell fulfilled his duties, and the 
salary was paid to. that gentleman for his 
special services. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—If money is paid for 
special services it should appearin the 
accounts 

Hon. se GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that he would give further information on 
concurrence. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said, with regard to 
travelling expenses, it seemed most ex- 
traordinary that there should be $8,500 in 
the most compact district of Montreal, 
while it was only $2,000 in the most ex- 
tensive district of London. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that the travelling was principally by 
stages in the Montreal district. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was very 
little travelling in any of the districts. 


Item carried. 


‘On the item $45,000. for allowance for 
drill instruction. In reply to Hon. Mr. 
HOLTON. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the military year would fall in the spring 
or month of June, and for training men in 
May or June p: ayment could not be made 
before July. It was to meet those cases 
that appropriation was asked for, in order 
not to be subjected to sucha ‘deficit as 
was noticed the other day. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said there was a only be fair to haye one meeting in the s 


somewhat extraordinary expenditure. for 
drill instruction in Nova Scotia, namely, 
$11,000 last year, or one-fourth the entire 
sum. Was not that a continuation of the 
ald system ? 

Hon. Sir. GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
it was in consequence of the old system, 
but that it could not take place now. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to the 
Military School at Toronto, which cost #34,- 
000, while those of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, respectively, cost $4,500. In 
Toronto, of course, there was more work 
done; stillit was an enormous sum for 
Toronto. He knew three young men who, 
in one year, obtained in that school three 
certificates in three different branches, and 
one of them afterwards left the country. 
There should be some reform in this res- 
pect, for such a system produced an utter 
waste of public money. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
_ those instances were brought home to the 
- Militia Department. It was the intention 
of the Government hereafter to limit the 
number of pupils who attended those 
Schools in proportion to the number of 
men in the district. The reason why the 
Imperial Government left troops in Canada 
was to assist in training their Militia. The 
Government asked money for those schools 
in order that there might be no pretext 
in England for the withdrawal of the 
troops. If the troops were withdrawn, the 
Government intended to have their officers 
instructed by old Militia officers. He 
would give an assurance to Mr. Mackenzie 
that the abuses he had mentioned would 
be prevented. 

The following items were passed :— 

$80,000 for military schools, $54,000 for 
ammunition, $100,000 for clothing, $50,- 
000 for military stores and storage, $53,- 
000 for public armories, d&c., $426,000 for 
drill pay and camp purposes, $60,000 for 
contingencies, general service, Ke. 

Item passed. 

On Item for Dominion Rifle Association, 


Mr MACKENZIE said this expenditure 
was useless. Riflemen throughout the 
Dominion could not attend association 
matches, and money would be much better 
given to aid Local Rifle Associations which 
were very useful. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER agreed 
that Local Rifle Associations were very use- 
ful, but he contended that the meeting of 
the Dominion Rifle Association stimula- 
ted Local Associations to increased efforts, 
at the same time, he would say thata grant 
to the Dominion Association could not be 
considered as permanent and the grant 
would gradually be reduced. But it would 


Mr. Mackenzte. 


Lower Provinces, as other meetings had 
been held in the Upper Provinces. After 
that he thought it would be well to dis- 
continue the grant. 

Item passed. 

Item $5,000 for Targets passed. 

On item of $25,000 for Barrack accom- 
modation, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER ex- 
plained that it mcluded $7,500 for the 
Toronto Drill Shed. 

Item passed. : 

On the item $25,000. for drill sheds 
and rifle ranges, in reply to Mr. MAC- 
KENZIE, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
they had been obliged to pay the owners 
of rifle ranges compensation. 

Item carried. 


Item of $45,000 for Enrolment. Car- 
ried. 

On the item of $2,607 for Military Sur- 
vey. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, in re- 
ply to Mr. MACKENZIE, said that vote 
was a contribution of Canada towards the 
general expenses of a Survey which was 
being carried on by the Imperial Govern- 
ment. 

Item carried. 

Also, $5,000 dollars to meet the expenses 
of any damage to arms. 


On item for $15,000 for Gunboats, 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether it was 
possible that that was the entire vote for 
the Navy? He. would like to know why 
they were under the care of the Minister 
of Militia? Why not under. the care of 
First Lord of the Admiralty? (Laughter). 
Did the hon. gentleman think that he was 
capable of managing that Department in 
addition to his own? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—“ Yes ; 
the whole of the 13.’’ (Laughter). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had some con- 
fidence in the military capacities of the 
hon. gentleman ; but he had the greatest 
doubt as to his naval capacities. He 
would like to know where this fleet of gun- 
boats were stationed? what the forces 
were on board, and what they were ; 
doing ? fy 


Hon. Sr GEORGE E. CARTIER saidhe + 
was surprised that his hon. friend should 
doubt his naval ability and capacity. 
(Laughter). He belonged to a family of 
navigators. The first man that ever cross- 
ed the ocean was a namesake of his, he - 
being a descendant of one of the brothers - 
of that navigator who came to Canada with ui ‘ 
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ter). One of 80, one of 70, and one of 65 
tons. There was one steamer the Prince 
Alfred which was doing duty, not far from 
Mr. ,Mackenzie’s place of residence; 
another, the Rescue was cruising between 
Kingston and Cornwall, affording security 
against those gentlemen calling themselves 
Fenians, if they wanted to invade them. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the gunboats 
were called out last fall on an errand 
much similar to the one on which they 
were at present, but instead of charging 
the expense to the military account, it was 
thrown into that convenient receptacle, 
that military waste basket, ‘‘ unforeseen 
expenses.’’ As far as the safety of his 
locality was concerned, there was not 
much need of a gunboat. 

he item was passed. 

The following items were passed :— 


$2,500 in case of properties transferred 
from Ordnance ; $40,000 for improved fire- 
arms, Henry Martini and Snider rifles. 


CULLERS’ OFFICES. 


On the estimate of $69,990 for Salaries 
and Contingent Expenses of Cullers’ 
Offices, 

Mr. BOLTON asked for explanations, 
and said this being a local expenditure, he 
thought it was time the fees were raised 
so as to cover expenses. 

Mr. MORRIS believed the fees would be 
raised so as to make the service self-sup- 
porting. Government would look into the 
whole matter during the year, and deal 
with it. q 

Item passed. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


On the item of $8,321 for steamboat in- 
spection, . 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there were three 
inspectors on the St. Lawrence River. 
This number was not needed, and was 
larger in proportion to the work tobe 
- done, than in any other ‘part of the Do- 
minion. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD pro- 
mised explanations on concurrence. 

_ Item passed. 

Also the item for $6,000 for Indians. 

Items $60,000 for Indians; $4,500 for 
printing; $1,200 for Canada Gazette, were 
carried. 

_ On item 5,000 for miscellaneous print- 
Ing; 

Mr. MACKENZIE said there was a con- 
tract for Departmental Printing, but the 
Government very rightly reserved the 
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power to have confidential printing done 
under Order in Council. The member for 
South Waterloo had moved for a return of 
printing done under the Order in Council 
but it had not yet been laid on the table, 
He thought that any work which might 
fairly be done under the Departmental 
contract should not be sent to the other 
printers. 

Hon. Sir JOHN 
(Hear, hear). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the items seemed 
an immense sum to ask when it was recol- 
lected that the whole printing would not 
come to over $25,000. It seemed extraor- 
dinary that the Government. required a 
fifth part of that sum for their own special 
printing. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said a 
great saving had been gained from the 
adoption of the present system over the 
old one. 


The item was then carried. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON gave notice that on 
item under the head of Miscellaneous of 
$75,000 for unforeseen expenses, the ex- 
penditure thereof to be under an Order 
in Council, and a detailed account thereof 
to be laid before Parliament during the 
first fifteen days of next Session, he 
would move to add to the effect that 
the payments be confined to those con- 
nected with the service of the year, for 
which a vote was taken. He said the 
public accounts showed that old. claims 
were frequently paid out of this fund. 


Item passed with the amendment. 


The following items were passed:— 
$1,200 Shipping Master’s Office, Quebec; 
$400 for expenses connected with ascer- 
taining the correct time at Ottawa and 
firmg of noon-gun; $600 for code signals 
and flags for the Dominion Government; 
$2,000 for expenses of investigations rela- 
ting to wrecks, collection of revenues, 
salaries, and contingent expenses of se- 
veral ports. 


A. MACDONALD— 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


The estimate for the collection of reven- 
ues, $008,831, was next taken up. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he felt it to be 
his duty to lay before the House and the 
country a statement as to the mode in 
which the revenue of the Dominion was 
collected during the past year. In Mon- 
treal the collection was $3,608, 254—the 
cost $86,270 or 24 per cert; in Toronto, 
$916,787—cost $29,404 or 8 per cent; in 
Halifax, $892,052—cost $51,292, very 
nearly double that of Toronto or about 6 
per cent; in St. John $677,526—cost $25, 
516 or 3} per cent; in Quebec city, $567,- 
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394 cost $51,495 or 9} Wipe cent; in’ erat 
ilton, 444 129—cost 816, 924 or 33 ‘per cent; 
in London, $167, 293—cost $7, 800 or 44 per 
cent; in Kingston, that blessed place which 
we had heard so much about, $98,893— 
~ cost $10,992 or 11. per cent; in Ottawa, 
$89, 997—cost $7,067 or 8 per cent. He 
' could conceive nothing more scandalous 
than that state of things, and it was a shame 
and an outrage that in places like Kingston 
and Ottawa the cost of collecting their small 
revenues should range from 11 to 8 per 
cent. In Ottawa their could be no kind of 
excuse, for there were no entries from the 
North Pole coming down the river, and 
there were very few coming up it. ‘There 
were a number of small ports which were 
very nearly on a par with each other as to 
the immense per centage of cost which lay 
upon the collection of their small revenues 
The cost at Brantford, an inland port, was 


8 per cent; Dalhousie, 8 per cent ;, Dar- 
lingtoa 6) per cent ; Belleville (the 
nearer one got to Kingston the 
cost increased) showed 15 per. cent; 


Brockville 30 per cent; Port Hope 17 per 
cent; Picton 10 percent. That was a state 
of affairs not creditable to the Department 
of Customs, and he was surprised that the 
Minister of Customs had. not instituted a 
- Inore searching enquiry into the cest of 
-epllections. There were other ports he 
had not named where the cost of collect- 
ing the reyenue ran up to 50, 60, 70, 90 
and 100 per cent. There were some of 
those places where an officer might by 
-necessary, and where one eoukl not com- 
pute the cost by the per centage, but all 
ports cf the first class ough’ to be ecomput- 
ed by the per centage. It was perfectly 
astonishing that the Minister of Customs 
had not taken measures to bring the cost 
af collection within reasonable bounds. But 
_ there had not been the slightest attempt 
at retrenchment, no matter whether the 
business or revenue of a port had or had 
not decreased. Imfthey could farm out that 
collection of revenue to a business man 
who would collect it at any port, such as 
Toronto for a maximum of 3} per cent. 
ar for the same per centage in places 
where the revenue rose to a quarter of 
million or upwards, there would be a great 
saving to the country. The whole thing 


- the House before sitting down, that last 
year the Government gave a solemn pro- 
mise with regard to retrenchment at the 
port of Halifax, but instead of economy at 
that’ place the expenditure had been in- 
baegs by two or three thousand dol- 
ars 

After a few" words from Mr. HUTCH- 
INSON. 
Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that nothing 

'escaped the hon. member for Lambton, 


Mr. Mackenzte. 


= 
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but. the reductions, In the ae of Co. 


bourg, for instance, there had been a re- 
duction of 1,100 dollars, and also in several 
other ports in the Provinces of Ontario, 
Wherever the Government found an ex- 


cess of officers they availed themselves — 


of the first vacancy to reduce them. With 
regard to the expense of Quebec they had 
not filled several vacancies which had oc- 
curred, and the increase in the vote was 
caused. by an increase of salaries. He 
hoped they might save between $€3,000 or 
4,000 in the coming year. If tho hon. 


member saw the voluminous returns from 


the port of Kingston he would be surprised 
that it was not made a first port, and he 
had some doubts about its continuing a 
second-class port. The duties of officials 
at Halifax were very considerable, and 
frauds would be perpetrated if those 
charges were not incurred, as the various 
officials must be employed if they wished 
to protect the revénue.. There would 
be always exceptional duties which could 
not fairly be considered in the comparison 
of receipts with expenditure. The num- 
ber of out-door officers at Halifax caused. 
the increase in the costof collection as 
compared with the port at Toronto. A 
much larger number of men and ware- 
houses were required. ; 


Mr. BOLTON asked if the Custome 
House officer at Richmond Station, in New 
Brunswick, had been ordered: by the Min- 
ister of Customs to live at that place. ‘To 
his knowledge he lived eight miles from 
it. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY understood that off- 
eer drove to that place every day. The 
complaints against that ofiicer were that he 
was too rigid. 

Mr. ROSS (Victoria, N. 8.) said it was 
not a fair comparison to make between 
Toronto and Halifax. 

Hon. Mr. 
that the officer ought not to be blamed 
for beimg stringent in the performance of 
his duties. 

The item of $169,544 for salaries and 
contingent expenses in the Province of 
Quebec was then carried, and also the items 
of $164,722 for Ontario, $83,567 for Nova 


“Scotia, $61,058 for New Brunswick, $10,000 
was ehoat disgraceful, and he WOultee¢nind 


for salaries and contingent expenses of in- 
spection of ports, and “S15, 000 for contin- 
gencies of head office. 

On the item of $104,100 salaries of out- 
door officers and inspectors of excise, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON suggested that the 
Committee should rise. They could not 
expect the Hon. Minister for Inland Rey- 
enue to make his maiden speech, as Min- 
ister, at so late an hour (laughter), There 


was no doubt he would have a crea deal — 


to explain. 


CONNELL was of opinion ° 


aio 


ht x; 


- Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD sug- 
gested that they should go on, and after a 
short time theitem was proceeded with, 
in the course of which, 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the Govern- 
ment had considered whether a more sat- 


isfactory mode of settling the claims 


of officers about seizures gould not be 
adopted. 

‘Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the question 
was receiving: his attention. 

“Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said, while on that 


question, he would call attention to the 


collection of reyenue from Stamp duty. 
It was given as amounting to $145,000, and 
he thought that it would be far prefer- 
able to gain a reyenue from Excise, &c., 
than by laying this imposition on commer- 
cial paper. Considerable annoyance was 
caused by it. . 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the tax 
was one which fell very lightly upon the 
public, and he did not. think that the hon. 
member’s opinion was supported by the 
House. ‘- 

Item carried. 

Ttems of $28,000. for travelling expenses, 
&o., and $3,000 for unforseen expenses, 


_ were carried. 


. _,The Committee then rose and reported. 


MONTREAL P. 0. EMPLOYERS. 


Mr. MORRIS laid on the table a re- 
turn relatiag to employees in the Montreal 


~ Post Office. 


SUPREME COUR? BILL. 


Hon, Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would take the-second reading of the 
Supreme Court Bill as first on the paper to- 
morrow (Wednesday), and after recess 


_ small Bills, and then Supply. 


THE NORTH WEST TERRITORY. 


Mr. DUFRESNE called attention to the 
presence in Ottawa of several, gentlemen 


‘coming from the North-West Territory. 


It was well known that early in December 
last year, when it was known that the pop- 
ulation of the North West were hostile to 
the Dominion of Canada, our Government 
very properly, he believed, sent there a 
Commissioner delegated to see the people 
and arrange matters with them, in order 
that they might quietly submit to the au- 
thority of the Government. Their Com- 


Imissioners, it appeared, had induced the 


population of that Territory to send down 
gentlemen, selected from amongst them, 


having power to act for the population 
-as delegates. Those delegates were now 


amongst them, but on their arrival they 
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had been arrested as parties toa certain 
crime committed in the North West during 
the time of the troubles. So far they had 
been under the care of the police, but if 
this information was correct, they were 
going to be imprisoned to-morrow, at least 
two of them. They had been induced to 
come amongst them as delegates, and he 
should like to know from the Government 
if they were looked upon as such, or if 
they came here on their own responsibility. 
It was painful to see that they had been 
induced, under the good faith of the Gov- 
ernment, to come amongst them as dele- 
gates, and had received no protection. 
If they came on their own responsibility, 
of course is was their own leok-out. . He 
could not refrain from nrentioning that 
some few days ago they. had been threat- 
ened by a mob with being lynched, and he 
Kad: heard that a Government expert had 
at the door of the Police Court threatened 
them, and endeavoured to excite the 
public to hang them on, the spot. Of 
course the mob had more good sense than 
the Government employee (hear, hear). 
He hoped the Governmens would tell them 
in what manner. they looked upon. these 
delegates. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they all knew that there were gentlemen 
here, from the North West, and that there 
were many people desirous of having com- 


‘munication with the Government more 


or less in connection with matters in that 
Territory. The gentlemen to whom the 
member for Montcalm had alluded had 
not as yet come Officially before the Gov- 
ernment, nor had they come before the 
Government in any way. He had the 
pleasure of a meeting personallyion Sunday 
evening with Judge Black, with whom he 
had a conversation on the country—a gen- 
eral conversation. Judge Black had been 
introduced to him by Mr. Smith, Govern- 
ment Commissioner; but had not as yet 
been officially recognized. With respect 

to those two gentlemen being arrested, — 
the Government had no way of knowing 
it more than the member for Montcalm, 
except through the press. The officers of 
the Dominion had no concern in the ad- 
ministration of Criminal Justice—that 
rested with the Government of each Pro- 
vince. Though the arrest had been made 
upon a charge of crime, he must ask the 
member for Montcalm to consider it just 
in the same way as if it had taken place 
in the’ city of Toronto or the city of 
Quebec. Ifthe arrest had been made in 
Toronto, it would-be a matter for the At- 
torney-General of Ontario ; if in Quebec, 
the Attorney-General of Quebec. In no 
instance could the Minister of Justice in- 
terfere, any more than the member for 
Montcalm, He had no authority nor 
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power whatever in the matter of the ar- 
rest. With respect to the Canadian Com- 
missioners, the papers would shew exactly 
what were the instructions given to them 
in going to the North West. Immediately 
after. that unfortunate insurrection or 
armed resistance, it was the duty of the 
Governor-General, by the advice of the 
Government ; in fact, it was his duty, as 
an Imperial officer, if the Canadian Gov- 
ernment had not given advice, to commu- 
nicate at once with the Home Government 
in England. The Colonial Secretary, as 
the papers would shew, conveyed at once 
instructions by cable to Her Majesty’s re- 
presentative, ant those instructions had 
been acted upon by the Government. 
They had not yet received any communi-, 
cation on the part of the people coming 
from Red River, in the way of asking to be 
heard, or of submitting any grievance or 
- proposition he might presume, but if it was 
a& mere presumption, it was a natural and 
reasonable one that the fact of the pro- 
cess being taken out against those two 
persons had been one cause why they had 
not come to lay a statement before His 
Excellency. 

Mr. DUFRESNE—Were the Commis- 
sioners to the North-West authorized to 
induce the people there to believe that in 
case they failed to arrange matters, dele- 
gates should be chosen to go to Ottawa? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes. 


Mr. DUFRESNE—I understand the Min- 
ister of Justice to say these delegates have 
not yet caused.their mission to be made 
known to the Government in the character 
of delegates. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—My 
honourable friend is quite right. 


Mr. DUFRESNE—You have no official 
knowledge that they are here as dele- 
gates ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No 
person has presented credentials as yet. 
Rev. Mr. Richot called on the Secretary of 
State for the Province, and said he had 
come from Red River, but would defer sub- 
mitting anything until the arrival ot Judge 
Black. 


Mr. DUFRESNE said it was well known 


that the arrest of these gentlemen would | 


have a_ bad effect in the North West. 
The people there were savages or half 
savages, and would not reflect whether 
the arrest were the action of the Govern- 
ment, or made in the affidavit of a private 
person. 


Mr. BOWELL said he knew the young 
man who made the affidavit, and he en- 
joyed as good a character as any gentle- 
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young man that was murdered, he having 
belonged to the battalion in which he 
(Mr. Bowell) had a commission. The 
young man who was murdered was of es- 
timable character, and was not what some 
had represented him to be. 


Mr. BOWN said the question was whether 
they were the representatives of the  pop- 
ulation, or whether they were the repre- 
sentatives merely from the self-constituted 
authority. The Government certainly 
ought not, and no doubt would not, 

‘recognize any such provisionally consti- 
‘tuted Government for the North West 

| (hear, hear). He would be sorry if they 
should recognize the delegates as such, 
and while he could easily understand why 
any man coming from the North West 
should be attentively listened to, he could 
not suppose that the Government intended 
to receive them as delegates from that self- 
constituted authority. 

Mr. ROSS (Victoria) said the hon. Min- 
ister of Justice had stated that no creden- 
tials had been presented by the delegates. 
He would like to know what credentials 
they could possibly have ? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ‘said 
they could have the credentials of repre- 
sentatives from the meeting of the people. 
They all knew, as a matter of course— 
every one who read the newspapers knew 
—that they had an election there, and also 
that Mr. Smith, of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, went there as a Commissioner, 
and suggested that they should have a 
meeting of the people from the different 
localities, that they should elect represen- 
tatives, and make a statement of griev- 
ances for the purpose of being handed to 
' His Excellency. They knew that they 
had an election, and that certain bills of 
rights were agreed to, and certain dele- 
gates were appointed to lay them at the 
foot of the Throne; but those formal 
statements had not yet yet come in an 
official manner before the Government, 
who could not call for them, but must 
simply wait for them. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
man had promised the report of the so- 
called Commissioner, Mr. Smith, who had 
done many things, and amongst them 
' that of going round and inducing the peo- 


| ple to elect delegates to some sort of Conyen- 
tion. Mr. Smith was not instructed, he 
presumed, to do that. They had been 
promised this report; but they had not 
yet got it ; and many of them were aware 
that other persons were there from that 
Territory protesting that those two persons 
were not representatives of the people of 
the North West, but only of that part of 
them which was in a state of rebellion 


man in the House. He also knew the} against the constitutional authority of the 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. 
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country. They wished to have Mr. Smith’s 
report. He did not wish to precipitate 
a discussion without it, but it did seem 
that they could not get it. The Govern- 
ment did not seem willing to bring it 
down; and if they did not obtain it very 
soon, they would be deprived of the oppor- 
tunity of a fair discussion on it. 


. Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the hon. gentleman was fond of his ‘sup- 
poses,’ but what object could the Govern- 
ment have but to act right in that matter. 
Mr. Smith asked for time to consider his 
report, and as it was not a very long doc- 
ument, he was told to get it printed, and | 
that had been done; and that morning | 
it had been brought in complete. He 
had been instructed by the Minister for 
the Provinces to strike off thirteen copies 
for the Ministers, and it would come at 
once under their consideration. 


The subject then dropped. 
The House adjourned at 1:30 a. m. 


—_—— 


SHNATE. 
Orrawa, 20th April, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at thre2 
o'clock. 


THE RED RIVER EXPEDITION. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY, in making the en- 
quiry of the Government of which he had 
given notice on a previous day, stated that 
his reasun for asking for the information 
was the fact, thatit was currently reported 
in the public press that the Government 
were organizing an armed force for Red 
River. He did not wish to press any ques- 
tion which the Government, acting in the 
interest of the public service, might not 
be disposed to answer, but there were 
several points respecting which he thought 
it very desirable that the people of the 
Dominion should obtain information at as 
early a day as possible. He was led to 
believe, from information that had come 

to his notice, that the volunteers of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick would not he 
called upon to take any part in the pro- 
posed expedition to the North West. 
Speaking of Nova Scotia, there was a very 
efficient organization in that Province ; 
and he felt convinced that their services 
would be always available in the hour of 
need. He was afraid that some of them 
might consider themselves neglected, 
inasmuch as the Government had not, ac- 
cording to report, called upon them to 
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section to participate in such expeditions, 
and that the community in the East should 
not be pliced in a position different from 
a community in the West. Under these 
circumstances, he would ask permission 
to make the following enquiries of the 
Government :—first—W hat force it is pro- 
posed shall be sent to Red River to quell 
disturbances and establish Law and Order 
under British supremacy ? Second—What 
number of Regulars ? and what proportion 
of Volunteer Militia Force? Vhird— 
Whether each of the Provinces of Ontario, 
Quebec, Nova Scotia, and New Brunswick 
will be invited to contribute from their 
respective Volunteer Militia, and if so, in 
proportion, or how otherwise? 
Fourth—W hat inducements will be held 
out to Volunteers to enlist for this Service ? 
What is to be the period of the Enlist- 
ment, and whether the Volunteer Militia 
to be enlisted will have the option of being 
disbanded in the country, at the close of 
the campaign, instead of returning to Can- 
ada? ifth—Whether the Government 
propose to offer encouragement to Volun- 
teers, in the shape of free land grants, 
upon their being disbanded, and if so, to 
what extent ? 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
hon. gentleman had relieved him from 
considerable embarrassment, In express: 
ing a desire, not to ask for any explana- 
tions that the Government might not be 
able to give with regard to the interests 
of the public service. With respect to the 
two first questions, he regretted he was 
not able to give a complete and definite 
answer. It would not be prudent, at 
present, to give such information as would 
enable those against whom it was to be 
directed, to know the extent and charac- 
ter of the force of the contemplated ex- 
pedition. In answer to the third ques- 
tion, he would reply that at present it was 
only intended to call upon the Militia of 
the Provinces of Ontario and Quebec. 
The Government had unbounded confi- 
dence in the Militia of the other Pro- 
vinces, but there were difficulties in the 
way of bringing them up at this time of 
the year. The expedition, in order to 
achieve the satisfactory results which 
were anticipated, should leave early in 
May. In case any further measures were 
necessary—and he hoped such would not 
be necessary —then Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick would be asked to join in the 
movement. With respect to the fourth 
question, he would answer that no par- 
ticular inducements were held out as yet 
to volunteers, for the Government were 
not yet in possession of the country, and 
did not know what would be done. At 


co-operate in the expedition. He thought | present volunteers were offermg them- 
it was the wisest policy to allow every | selves to such an extent that, if it were 
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necessary, 20,000 men could be mustered 
to-morrow. It was contemplated that 
those volunteers who wished to remain in 
the country, should be at liberty to do 
so, but the terms on which they were to 

‘stay had not been settled. The Govern- 
ment were bound to pay every considera- 
tion to the rights of the present inhab- 
itants of the country, and under exist- 
ing circumstances could not pledge them- 
selves to any particular policy. He had 
no doubt that many of the volunteers 
would remain in the country, and that 
they would be kindly received by the 
people. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD was of the opinion 
that the information which had just been 
given was not as explicitas he thought it 
should have been, and that the Maritime 
Provinces should at least have been asked 
to take a share in the Red River expedition. 
He could say, with respect to New Bruns- 
wick, that there were a great many young 
men there who were anxious to join their 
fellow-countrymen of Ontario and Quebec 
in proceeding to Red River, and asserting 
the authority of the law. These young 
men, he felt, would be sadly disappointed 
at being overlooked, and as respects the 
difficulty of bringing them up at this sea- 
son of the year, he thought it had been ex- 
aggerated. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
made some remarks in French, in the 
course of which he expressed his emphatic 
opinion that the present expedition to 
Red River had been rendered neces- 
sary by the mistake of the Government in 
deal.ng with the question of the absorption 
of the territory. He was surprised that 
the hon. gentlemen from Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick should show so much 
anxiety to take part inthe expedition. It 
would be more in accordance with justice 
that the men who had caused all the diffi- 
culty by their want of judgment and states- 
manlike ability, should be left unaided to 
redress the evils that they had done their 
best to create. He had no confidence, 
whatever, in the ability of the Govern- 
ment to settle the difficulty satisfactorily, 
and believed they would go on from bad 
to worse. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN asked if the Goy- 
ernment had taken any further steps with 
respect to the transfer of the North West 
to Canada. 

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL replied that 
though the money had not yet been paid 
to the Company, the matter did not stand 
in precisely the same position thatit did 
on the last occasion when he had been 
called upon to give information on the 
subject. Some advance had _ been 
made in the direction of the trans- 
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fer, and a day fixed for the actual 
payment of the purchase money. He re- 


'gretted to notice the vehement manner 


in which the hon. member who had just 
addressed the House in French (Mr. Letel- 
lier de St. Just) had referred to a question 
which should be treated with the ut- 
most calmness. That hon.- gentleman 
had charged the Government with having 
caused the necessity for the contemplated 
expedition. but it would be far more satis- 
factory to the House and country if he 
would only state more definitely the par- 
ticulars in which the Government had 
been wanting in their duty in dealing with 
the question of Red River. Ifdistur bances 
had arisen, they proceeded from circum- 
stances for which the Government could 
not be blamed in the least degree. If the 
hon. gentleman wished at any time to go 
into the question, it was legitimate for him 
to do so in the proper way, and the 
Government would be prepared to meet 
him ; but he would find that in order to 
make out his case to the satisfaction of 
the House and country, he would have to 
do something more than indulge in mere 
vague generalities. As respects the wish 
ofthe young men of Nova Scotia or New 
Brunswick to participate in the expedi- 
tion, it was quite natural; and he (Mr. 
Campbell) was convinced that there were 
many young men in the district where the 
hon. member lived who were ready to join 
in a movement which was being promoted 
in the interests of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN expressed his opin- 
ion that it was decidedly inconvenient to 
find such discussions taking place on mere 
motions for enquiry. He was himself de- 
sirous of speaking on the subject, but he 
felt that was not the proper time to bring 
it up and debate it. 

Hon. Mr. ARMAND considered it only 
prudent, on the part of the Government, 
not to answer all the queries that had 
been put to them. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said that when 
it was stated everywhere that the 
Government had such an_ impor- 
tant expedition in progress, it was 
only natural that the people of the Domin- 
ion should wish to ascertain how it was to 
be constituted, and whether there was 
any favouritism to be shown to particular 
sections. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that his ob- 
jection was simply with respect to the 
form in which the whole matter was 
presented for the consideration of the 
House. P 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST 
said that the question was one of a very 
delicate character, and he had been un- 
willing to address the House, at the outset 


Coe Railway 
of the debate, in Iinglish, for fear that he 
might inadvertently make some remark 
which might be misinterpreted. He had 
stated that instead of expressing regret 
at the fact that the young men of the 
Maritime Provinces had not been called 
upon to assist in the expedition, the 
hon. gentleman who had made the enquiry 
should have rather expressed a desire 
that the men who had caused the difficul:. 
tyshould be left at perfect liberty to 
redress what they had ciused. He would 
not particularize the reasons why he was 
of the opinion that the Government did 
not deserve the confidence of the House, 
and country, for he did not wish at that 
juncture to open a general debate. 

Hon. Mr. CHAPAIS stated in French 
that the Government from the very outset, 
had laboured earnestly to act as they 
best could for the interests ofthe Domin- 
ion; and despite what had occurred, they 
did not yet despair of seeing the difficulty 
settled without bloodshed. 

After afew remarks from Hon. Mr. BOTS- 
FORD and Hon. Mr. SANBORN with 
respect to the propriety of raising a dis- 
cussion on a mere motion of enquiry, the 
subject dropped. 


BROAD AND NARROW GAUGE RAILWAYS. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY said that he would 
now call the attention of the House to the 
resolution of which he had given notice 
some days ago, with reference tothe rel- 
ative merits of wide and narrow gauge 
railways. The question was of particular 
interest at the present time, when the 
country was engaged in an enterprise 
which would entail the expenditure of 
many millions of the people’s money. 
Butit was not merely in connection with 
the Intercolonial Railway, that the subject 
required the serious and earnest con- 
sideration of Parliament. When it was 
considered that there was, on all sides, a 
large and rapidly increasing demand for 
railway extension—that we were even 
now looking forward to a day when the 
shores of the Pacific would be connected 
with those of the Atlantic, and when the 
present Provinces of the Dominion would 
have railway communication with the Red 
River country and the contiguous terr1- 
tories—when we considered all this, it was 
only wise and prudent to devise the best 
and most economical means of build- 
ing our railways. He had already, on a 
previous occasion, called attention to the 
experiments that had been madein Eng- 
land and elsewhere with respect to nar- 
row giuge railways. It had been shewn, 
beyond dispute, that the new system of 
which he now wished particularly to 
speak, would save at least two-fifths 
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of the amount that had been hitherto 
supposed to be the legitimate cost of con- 
structing railways. It was supposed that 
the cost of the Intercolonial Railway would 
be something like $20,000,000, and_ if 
it could be shewn that it could be 
constructed for three-fifths of that amount 
under the new system—that an equally 
durable and in some respects a more satis- 
factory road could be built for $12,000,000, 
instead of $20,000,000—then it would 
be admitted that a great boon would 
be conferred on the people of the 
Dominion. He did not, of course, pre- 
tend to be an authority on .such matters, 
but he would ask the House to refer te 
reliable accounts of what had been done 
in Wales and other countries, and they 
would see from the testimony of en- 
gineers and other persons of undoubted 
ability, that it had been demonstrated 
that a narrow gauge possessed decided ad- 
vantages over wide gauges, not merely in 
an economical point of view, but as re- 
gards construction and management. 
Every one knew the great strides that 
had been made within a very few years, in 
the production of articles tending to the 
saving of labour, and the comfort of so- 
ciety in general. Reaping and sowing 
machines had been multiplied, and added. 
materially to the improvement of agricul- 
ture. Every family now acknowledged 
the benefit of the sewing machine. Pho- 
tography reproduced the likenesses of our 
friends with wonderful skill and fidelity. 
Steam was forced into supplying man’s 
wants in a thousand ways, and the electrie 
spark flew from country to country, no 
ocean or sea being able to arrest its pro- 
gress. It was notstrange, therefore, when 
improvements were so constantly made 
in all the departments of science and 
mechanical skill, that we should be ov 
the eve of anew era in railways. If it 
were the fact that the narrow gauge, such 
as he spoke of, could be constructed af 
so low a rate compared with the old 
gauge, then it was clearly the duty of the. 
Government to inquire into the subject, 
and obtain all the information within their 
reach. Itmight be said that it was now 
too late to change the system on whick 
the Intercolunial Road was to be con- 
structed, but the House must know that 
the only portion that was actually laid 
down, was the line between Halifax and 
Truro, and that between Sackville and 
Moncton, or altogether about a hundred 
miles, of which the gauge was fixed. A 
large portion of the line between Halifax 
and Truro, however, could not be consid- 
ered sufficient for the work expected from 
it. It had been in operation for many 
years, and the rails were already pretty 
well worn out. Under any circumstances 


Gauges. 


- 


1095 


there were sufficient reasons to show the 
necessity of investigating the subject, and 
obtaining a report respecting it, that would 
enable the House to deal with it in a 
practical shape. He had always taken a 
deep interest in the question of Rulway 
construction, and had at one time held an 
official position in connection with such 
works in the Province of Nova Scotia. He 
was an advocate for the economical build- 
ing of railways wherever they were prac- 
ticable, for he believed that they were in- 
dispensable to the progress of every coun- 
try. Mr. McCully then cited a number of | 
eminent authorities in favour of the new 
system—referring especially to the opera- 
tions in Wales, in connection with the 
Festiniog Railway, and the Fairlie Engines 
— nd went on to say thit he hoped that 
the Government would not refuse to look 
into the subject, but would allow an en- 
quiry to be made into the merits of a sys- 
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_tem which was represented to possess such 


a superiority in many essential features 
over the old mode of building railways. 
It was only necessary to be present at the 
meetings of the Committee on the Red 
River to see the great advantages that that 
country offered to emigrants. All the 
witnesses, without exception, united in 
describing it as ‘‘a magnificent country ;”’ 
and under those circumstances it was most 
advisable to so economise our means as 
would best enable the Dominion to open 
up speedy communications with so noble 
a region, At the present time, the Do- 
minion had as the Chief Engineer of the 
Intercolonial Railway, a gentleman of un- 
questioned ability in his profession, and 
there was no doubt that any report he 
might prepare on the subject, would be re- 
eeived with respect and found invaluable 
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to the country. In conclusion, the hon. 
gentlemin amended his third resolution, 
which reads as follows :— 


Resolved,—That it is of great importance 
that the Chief Engineer of the Intercolonial 
Raitway, should report with all convenient 
speed what saving there would be, if any, per 
mile, in finishing the sections of Railway con- 
tracted for over the country traversed by the 
Intercolonial with a gauge not exceeding three 
feet in width, compared with a gauge of five 
feet six inches in width, and also what would be 
the difference of cost per mile, to construct and 
finish a Railway on the same site as the Inter- 
eolonial, bridging, tunnelling and Rolling Stock 
included, adapted to a three feet and a five feet 
six inch gauge, and as to the economy of work- 
ing such gauges respectively. 

Hon. Mr. FERRIER seconded the reso- 
tution. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that he was 
glad that the hon. gentleman did not ap- 
pear to attach any importance to the pas- 
sage of the first and second resolu- 
tions, for it was not advisable to pledge 
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the House to the policy which they em- 
bodied. ‘he experiments respect.ng the 
railways referred to, might have resulted 
in the surpr.sing way that had been men- 
tioned, but nevertheless, it would never do 
for the House or for the country to come 
to conclusions on what were, afterall, mere 
experiments. It would be imprudent to 
ask the House to express a decided opin- 
1on at the present stage of the question, 
and, therefore, he was glad that the hon. 
gentleman did not seem disposed to press 
the two first resolutions. With respect to 
the third resolution, he saw no objection to 
its passage, and to obtaining from the 
Chief Emgineer of the Intercolonial Rail- 
way a report as to the relative costs of the 
two systems of railway construction. ‘ihe 
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hon. gentleman must, however, see that 
there were many difficulties in the way of 


currying out the narrow gauge at present. 
The Grand Trunk Railway which ran over 
so large a portion of the Dominion would 
be subject to a very great expense, were 
the change instituted. It should be borne 
in mind that the fact of having two gauges 
for some years, would bea source of much 
expense. He had understood from the offi- 
cers of the Great Western railway, where 
they have had two gauges, the snow and 
ice accumulated into a heavy mass be- 
tween the rails and had to be removed by 
a pick-axe. It must be remembered, too, 
that the railways in the Lower Provinces 
are the property of the Dominion, and 
any expense that changes entailed would 
come out of the general funds. Under all 
the circumstances, therefore, the subject 
was surrounded with difficulty, and no 
hasty decision should be arrived at. 

Hon. Mr. DICKEY did not deny that 
the question raised by the resolutions be- 
fore the House was one of very consider- 
able interest, but nevertheless it was as 
old as the commencement of the Railway 
system in England, for as far back as 1845 
a Commission was appointed to enquire 
into the very same subject. The question 
was one on which there must be very con- 
siderable diversity of opinion, and though 
he did not pretend to speak from a scien- 
tific point of view, yet there were several 
considerations which presented them- 
selves to his mind as worthy the serious 
attention of the House, before any one 
committed himself to the policy. It 
seemed to him very imprudent to defer 
to the report of a single engineer, however 
able, on a question involving such impor- 
tant interests. lt must be remembered, 
too, that five feet six inches had been fixed 
by lawas the gauge of the Intercolonial 
Railway, and could only be disturbed by 
special enactment. Again the rolling 
stock had, to a large extent, been tender- 
ed for, and he hida right to assume that 
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it was under contract by this time. He 
was not prepared to say that the report of 
the engineer might not be a very wise one, 
but he was not willing to assume the re- 
sponsibility of saying that all the tenders 
should be set at naught, and all the ar- 
rangements now entered into disturbed. 
Neither was he ready to take any step 
whatever that might have the tendency of 
delaying for asingle day the construction 
of a great intercolonial work whose com- 
pletion was so anxiously desired by the 
people of the Dominion. Without delay. 
ing the House any longer he would simply 
beg the hon. gentlemen to bear in mind 
that the change proposed was one which 
would give us a gauge not common to any 
system of Railways on this continent. 


Hon. Mr. FERRIER was glad that the 
Government had consented to the passage 
of the Resolution under consideration. 
He had always been apprehensive that the 
Intercolonial Railway would not be a pay- 
ingwork, however necessary it might be 
in a military point of view. He thought it 
was very advisable to have every possible 
enquiry made into the new system of con- 
structing railways which had been referred 
to by previous speakers. The only difficul- 
ty that occurred to his mind was, whether 
the engineer could give such a report as 
would lead the House or Government to a 
satisfactory conclusion or decisive action on 
the subject. The engineer was not ina 
position to make himself personally ac- 
quainted with the operation of the new 
system, and to furnish such a report as it 
was desirable to have. Still, he felt that it 
was most important that the enquiry 
should be made, and his hope was, that it 
might lead to some decisive action before 
the Intercolonial Railway was completed. 
Every one felt the necessity there existed 
for constructing our railways as economi- 
cally as practicable, and saving as much 
money as possible. He did not apprehend 
such great difficulties in connection with 
the mitter as some gentlemen appeared to 
anticiprte, and there could be little 
doubt that should the narrow gauge lines 
answer the expectations of their promoters 
they would be very generally adopted be- 
fore many years have passed away. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR said that the subject 
~ was of great importance when the House 
considered the large amount to be expen- 
ded on Railways withina few years. If 
it were the fact that so large a saving 
could be effected by the new system in the 
construction of the Intercolonial Ra.lway, 
then the House should urge the Govern- 
ment to obtain every possible information 
on the subject. The hon. gentleman then 
directed attention to what was 
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narrow gauge lines, and showed that it hack. 
been proved on reliable authority that 

such roads could be built at three-fifths of 
the cost of the wide gauge lines. When con- 

tractors had the facts before them they pro- 

posed to take the building of the ccntenipla- 

ted railroads for $16,000 a mile. Under 

these circumstances, it was most advisable. 
that we should not decide too hastily with 

respect to the mode in which the Intereo- 

lonial would be built. -It would h: ve been 

preferable, he thought, had the 2:¢-olution 

not confined the Government to obtaining 

the report ofa single engineer, but hac 
authorized them to make such enquiries 
as they might think necessary, with re- 
spect to the practical operation of those 
lines which have been working for some — 
time. 

Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD was in accord with 
those gentlemen, who had declared that 
the subject was one of much importance, 
that demanded the earnest consideration 
of the House and Government. He had 
been among those who were of the opin- 
ion from the first that the Intercolonial: 
Railway was a work which would never pay. 
Ifit were possible with due regard to the 
efficiency of the road, to economize in its 
construction to the extent that some gen- 
gentlemen claimed was practicable, them 
there ought to be no hesitation whatever. 
as to the urgency of the proposed enquiry. . 
The Dominion had already very heavy 
burthens to bear, it was acknowledged that 
the revenues did not now meet the expen- 
ditures, and under those circumstances 
he thought the present question should 
be investigated as fully as its importance 
demanded. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY said that there might. 
be a saving in the roadway and sleepers, 
but there could certainly be none in the 
rails and chairs. Neither was he able te 
see how there could be any saving m the 
rolling stock, although his hon. friend whe 
seconded the resolution appeared to inti- 
mate there would be ; for the same num- 
ber of passengers and the same quantity 
of traffic would have to go over the narrow 
gauge lines. 

Hon. Mr. FERRIER pointed out some 
respects in which the new system would be 
economicil,and again urged the importance 
of having all the information that could be 
procured on the subject. The House 
shoul | consider carefully the significant fact 
that there was not a railway north of Bos- 
ton, that had not been proved to be a dead 
loss to the capitalists interested in them 
and he did not see much chance of change 
for the better, under the present expensive 
system. The question of constructing rail- 
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gal solution sooner or later; and it was 
therefore only wise to make the proposed 
enquiry. 

Hon. Mr. McCULLY said that he was 
not laying down any rules for the gui- 
dance of the Government. All that he 
was desirous of achieving was to obtain a 
searching inquiry into the subject. If it 
should be found that four and a half feet 
was the most desirable gauge, there was 
no reason to prevent them so reporting. 
He did not pretend to speak authorita- 
tively on the subject, but had simply 
siven the House the authority of men 
acknowledged to be most eminent in their 
respective departments. 


Hon. Mr. DICKEY asked what was the 
nature of the experiments that had in- 
duced the people of Ontario to enter upon 
she construction of narrow gauge lines. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR replied that Sir Chas. 
¥ox should be considered sufficient autho- 
rity in connection with the subject. He 
had devised the plan of the Crystal Palace, 
and had been subsequently employed in 
engineering the narrow gauge railways, 
which had proved so far eminently suc- 
eessful in Norway, Sweden, and New South 
Wales. ‘The railways inthe West had not 
been hastily commenced, but had been 
initiated upon the reports of most com- 
petent authorities. Toronto would hard- 
ly have granted a bonus of $400,000 to 
one line, unless it had satisfactory inform- 
ation with respect to the system. Neither 
would smaller municipalities have granted 
x million of dollars, unless the evidence 
vefore them had been satisfactory. It was 
expected that lines could be built for 
‘$15,000 a mile. 

Hion. Mr. McLELLAN, who was almost 
snaudible in the gallery, pointed out diffi- 
eulties in connection with carrying out 
the new system, and doubted if the nar- 
row gauge would effect any such saving as 
its promoters contended for. It was possi- 
ble, he thought, to construct a road with 
sharp curves, which would cost less than 
the road with the broader gauge; but there 
would be the difference in speed to be 
considered. But on the Intercolonial 
Railway such sharp curves. would 
be attended with great difficulties. 
It; had, often been urged _ that 
snow would be one of the obstacles to the 
satisfactory working of the Intercolonial 
line during certain weeks of the year, and 
it was the experience of gentlemen con- 
nected with Railroads that the chief diffi- 
eulty arising from snow occurred in the 
sharp curves. Then it must be remem- 
bered that really the only saving that could 
be made would be in the centre of the 
road, which would be necessarily narrower. 
He didnot think when the report of the en- 
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gineer was presented, there would be found 
any appreciable saving in the cost of the 
nirrow, as compared with the wide gauge. 
There might be some less expense in the 
working of the road, and that was all, so 
far as he had been able to ascertain from 
the consideration he had been able to give 
to the subject. 


The resolution, as amended, was then 
agreed to. 


The consideration of the items on the 
orders of the day was postponed until the 
next day, and the House then adjourned 
at six o'clock. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 20, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


INTERCOLONTIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) moved 
a resolution declaring that the construc- 
tion and management of the Intercolonial 
Railway ought to be placed under the di- 
rect control of the Government. He 
maintained that there was a feeling of in- 
tense dissatisfaction in Ontario with re- 
spect to its management, and the hon. 
members for Sherbrooke and Grenville had 
pointed out a mode of management by 
which a large amount of money could have 
been saved. He did not expect economy 
from the Government, which had opposed 
a reduction of $41,000 on the contingent 
expenses of the House, but that reduction 
had been made, and was a justification of 
the course pursued |y independent mem- 
bers. He contended that there would be 
no inconsistency in changing the Act or 
the policy of the Government, and referred 
to the modification which had taken place 
in the Nova Scotia policy, and probable 
changes in policy with respect to the 
North West. Noone had supposed when 
the Intercolonial Railway Act passed, 
that Government would have appointed 
men to superintend it who knew nothing 
about it. Hon. D’Arcy McGee had said that 
Commissioners would be appointed who 
would be un to their work. Mr. Brydges 
had experience as a railway manager, but 
he had quite enough to do to attend tothe 
Grand Trunk Railway. He could find 
nothing in the Act rendering it necessary 
to retain the Commissioners and Chief En- 
gineer. Government certainly had aright 
to change its employees without referring 
to the Imperial Government.. He referred to 
the speech of Mr. Walsh to his constituents, 
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in which he [Mr. Walsh] said the Commis- 
sioners had made a trip along the route, 
and had reversed the decision of Chief 
Engineer Fleming, with regard to the con- 
struction ofthe road. ‘The Commissioners 
had only madea fiying trip at eight miles a 
day, and Mr Fleming had been five years 
and had cost the country $169,000, and 
his opinion had been set aside. Intelligent 
contractors had travelled over the line and 
found Mr. Fleming’s statements literally 
correct, and had characterized the method 
of taking contracts allowed by Government 
as a leap in the dark. To prove that there 
was dissatisfaction in Ontario, he read from 
articles, published in papers supporting the 
Government, condemning the management 
of the Intercolonial Commissioners. He 
enquired if they had performed the work 
according to the terms of their contracts. 
He criticised the manner in which con- 
tracts had been let, the school-boy certifi- 
cates of character given by the Commis- 

-sloners to contractors who had made mis- 
takes, and begged to be allowed to with- 
draw their contracts—all of which he char- 
acterized as absurd, ridiculous and laugh- 
able. He contended that the Commission- 
ers had neglected the public interests in 
many respects, and if they were retained 
with the Chief Engineer when there was 
such a divergency of opinion between the 
Commissioners and the Chief Engineer 
as to the mode of letting contracts, there 
would be nothing but extravagance and 
confusion. 


The motion was put and lost. 
nays, 89. 

Yeas.—Messrs. Bechard, Bertrand, Bod- 
well, Bowman, Brown, Carmichael, Cheval, 
Cimon, Costigan, Coupal, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Ferr.s, Geotfrion, Godin, Holton, Joly, 
Jones (Leeds and Grenville), Kempt, 
Langlois, MacFarlane, Mackenzie, McDou- 
gall (Renfrew), McMonies, Metcalf, Mills, 
Munroe, Oliver, Pelletier, Pickard, Red- 
ford, Renaud, Ross (Prince Edward), Ross 
(Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Scriver, Snider, Stirton, Tremblay, Wells, 
Whitehead, Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.), 
and Young.—44. 

Nays.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archam- 
beault, Archibald, Ault, Beaty, Bellerose, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, Bur- 
pee, Burton, Caldwell, Cameron, (Inver- 
ness), Campbell, Caron, Sir George E. Car- 
tier, Cartwright, Casault, Cayley, Chau- 
veau, Colby, Connell, Dobbie, Drew, Dun- 
kin, Ferguson, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, 
Grey, Grover, Sir Francis Hincks, Holmes, 
Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Hutchison, Irvine, 
Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lawson, LeVes- 
conte, Macdonald(Glengarry), Sir J.A. Mac- 
donald (Kingston), McDonald (Middlesex), 


Yeas, 44; 
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Magill, Masson (Terrebonne), McConkey, 
McDougall (Three Rivers), McGreevy, 
McMillan, Morris, O’Connor, Paquet, Perry, 
Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, 
Read, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Victoria, N. §.), Ryan 
(King’s N. B.), Simard, Simpson, Sproat, 
Tilley, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, 
Wilson, Workman, and Wright (Ottawa 
County)—85. 


Railway. 


McNAB ESTATE. 


Mr. RYMAL moved the adoption of the 
report of the Committee appointed to en- 
quire into the unauthorized payment of 
$20,000 to the late Sir Allan McNab. He 
referred to the difficulty he had in getting 
this matter enquired into, and it was not a 
pleasure to himself. The action he had 
taken was based on information the Min- 
ister of Justice had given out—that no 
deed had ever been got for the property, that 
no order in Council had ever been passed 
for money, and that grave censure must 
rest upon some Official who had without 
sufficient authority ventured to issue a 
warrant for $20,000. In moving for this 
Committee he regretted to see he had call- 
ed down upon himself the indignation of 
his hon. friend at the head of the Govern- 
ment (laughter.) It had been necessary 
to refer to one who had passed away, but 
he had done this in as few words, and with 
a view to give as little offence as possible. 
He had only repeated part of a conversa- 
tion he had had with Sir Allan McNab, and 
he (Mr. Rymal) contended he did not vio- 
late that confidence in giving part of that 
conversation. He only gave as much as 
tended to show that there was ill-feeling 
between Sir Allan and the Minister of Jus- 
tice. For doing this he did not deserve the 
harsh treatment of the Minister of Justice, 
who was not the proper person to accuse 


him (Mr. Rymal) of impropriety. He 
(Sir John) had done this for the 
purpose of drawing attention from 


the part he had played in the trans- 
action, and had called him (Mr. Rymal) 
‘Ca hyena disinterring the dead;’’ but he 
would say that there was a colleague of 
the hon. gentleman at the present time 
who was said to have all the instincts of a 
hyena (laughter.) He had also been at- 
tacked by the newspaper organs of the 
Hon. Minister of Justice, especially by one 
‘¢Citadel,”’ for his brutality. But he would 
just as soon expect Brigham Young lectur- 
ing on Polygamy, as the Minister of Justice 
lecturing on impropriety (laughter.) If he 
wished to set apart a day for that purpose be 
would be ready for him (laughter.) He had 
been amused by the theatrical attitude of 
the Hon. Mimister of Justice, with his eye 
rolling heavenward, like a Presbyterian 
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elder (great laughter.) He had no desire 
to drag from the tomb the acts of one who 
had passed from amongst us, any further 
than to show the part the living had taken 
in the transaction, and he would pass from 
the dead Knight of Dundurn to the living 
Knight of Kingston. In the performance 
of his public duty no threats and no feel- 
ing of fear would deter him from saying 
anything he believed true and just, whether 
the man who made these threats be Knight 
or Baronet. From March 1862 to 1867 
Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald says he never 
heard anything at all of this transaction, 
the business having been carried on_ be- 
tween the Government and Hon. Isaac 
Buchanan and Hon. J. Hillyard Cameron. 
Now, he (Mr. Rymal) had been able to show 
that the hon. gentleman (Sir John) 
had been reminded of it in 1863, and then 
the subject passed away from his memory. 
He had then been charged on the floor of 
Parliament by Hon. George Brown with 
having perpetrated this job for the benefit 
of Sir Allan, who had fa.led to give a good 
title for the property. It had come tothe 
knowledge of the Committee that there 
had never bcen any attempt made by the 
Government to procure a title for the pro- 
perty it intended to purchase, and that 
the Government had no agent acting in 
this matter; that the attorney and agent 
tor the seller was also the attorney and 
agent for the Government ; that the Gov- 
ernment never instituted any enquiries as 
to the nature of the title to be had under 
the property, although they had been 
warned by Hon. -Mr. Buchanan that the 
property was encumbered, and they would 
have to be very careful if they got a deed. 
Now this deed that came to light so pro- 
videntially was no deed at all; it never 
was delivered to the Government, and had 
it been delivered, it conveyed no interest 
whatever in the property, for it was en- 
cumbered far beyond its value. At the 
time the Minister of Justice made a great 
ado about the providential discovery of 
this deed, he knew full well that the deed 
was not worth the paper upon which it was 
written, but he endeavoured to draw away 
the minds of the people and the nainds of 
the members of this House from the real 
point by making statements he well knew 
were not facts. The Hon. Mr. Cameron 
has said the deed never was placed in the 
hands of the Government, and all the re- 
marks of the hon. member was just so much 
bluster and so much salt blown in the face 
of the members of this House, (laughter), 
The hon. gentleman (Sir John A.) had 
said he never treated with Sir Allan in 
reference to the purchase, but a letter 
written by him had beenreferred to by Hon. 
Mr. Buchinan when‘before the Committee. 
Mr. Buchanan had been bearer of the 
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letter, but it had never been produced. 
If it had been produced the milk of the 
cocoanut would have been discovered, 
(laughter). But providentially this letter 
had not appeared, and consequently we 
are only left to guess. as to the context ; 
but it conclusively proved that his hon. 
friend, the Minister of Justice, was not so 
totally ignorant of the transaction in its. 
conception and carrying out as he would 
fain make the country believe. Ina case 
of this kind a great deal is hidden from the 
public gaze, and we are obliged to grope 
in the dark for information ; circumstantial 
evidence has to go a great way. Here 
certain things have been established. That. 
this property was purchased; that it was 
paid for by a departmental officer ; that no 
attempt was ever made to get atitle; that 
notwithstanding money was paid, that this 
was allowed to remain years and years, and 
no one the wiser; and now we find out 
that the departmental officer has been 
blameable for issuing a warrant without 
sufficient authority. He (Mr.Rymal) would 
scarcely believe, notwithstanding all that 
had appeared beiore the Committee, that 
any departmental officer, knowing his 
duty, as that departmental officer must, 
would have dared without some as- 
surance to have issued a _ warrant 
for the payment of the money without pro- 
per authority. This departmental officer 
had beensummoned before the Committee, 
and took the ground that the Order in 
Council for the purchase of the property 
was authority for the issue of the warrant 
for the payment of the money. He volun- 
tarily returned next day and departed 
from this ground, and stated that he had 
asked Mr. Galt, who was then Inspector- 
General, about this matter, and Mr. Galt 
had told him to make sure that everything 
was right. When asked ifhe could inform 
us who gave him this assurance his mem- 
ory was at fault; it was impossible to get 
any.further information from him. Now, 
something has occurred of which we do not 
know, and we have a right to infer what it 
was from what we do know. He held that 
it was unreasonable to expect that any 
departmental officer would subject himself 
to dismissal by Government by departing 
from the strict order of things, unless he is 
either publicly or privately assured by his 
superior that it will be all right. He was 
convinced that the Government of his hon. 
friend the Minister of Justice was a party 
to the treaty for the purchase of this pro- 
perty, and they willfully and knowingly 
neglected the interest of the people tor 
the purpose of changing Sir Allan from an 
inveterate enemy into a political friend ; 
that they consented that the public trea- 
sury of the Province of Canada should be 
depleted to the tune of $20,000, and they 
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trusted in that departmental officer to 
cover up the transaction, and the public 
should never be any the wiser. He was 
bound to say he considered the Minister of 
Justice was to blame in this matter. The 
suspicions which had floated in his mind had 
now become confirmed convictions, and he 
must hold him (Sir John) responsible for 
the loss of $20,000. (Hear.) He submit- 
ted this matter without prejudice, but if 
that officer be retained in the public ser- 
vice after this act, then the confirmation 
will be as strong in his mind as Holy Writ, 
that he did, with the knowledge and con, 
sent and direction of the Government, per- 
form an act which would lead to his 
dismissal unless he had received an assu- 
rance that he would ke protected for the 
unauthorized manner in which he issued 
this warrant. (Hear.) Sir, the vengeance 
of an outraged public will fall upon the 
men who perpetrated this job. (Hear.) 
Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he 
did not intend to discuss this matter at the 
same length the hon. gentleman (Rymal) 
had done, and his first impression was to 
make no reply to his very extraordinary 
and unparliamentary speech, but he now 
thought he had better say a few words. 
In the first place when this motion was 
made by the hon. gentleman it was a mat- 
ter for the consideration of Parliament 
whether to grant a Committee at all. Whe- 
ther there was anything improper in the 
conduct of the Government of the late 
Province of Canada, was of no more import- 
ance to this House, and no more a matter for 
the supervision of this House, than if the 
charge had been brought against the late 
Governments of the Provinces of New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. (Hear.) It 
was a matter this House had nothing to do 
with, and into which this House had no 
right to inquire. It would have been quite 
competent for Parliament to refuse a Com- 
mittee to enquire into a matter relating to 
the Government of the late Province of 
Canada, which, in fact, this is. (Hear.) 
The Government would have been quite 
justified in refusing a Committee and the 
House would have been justified in refusing 
it, but the hon. gentleman chose to impute 
certain motives to him of a strong personal 
character and commented on them in strong 
language. He (Sir John) had asked the 
House to grant a Committee. The Com- 
mittee had been chosen by the hon. 
gentleman himself, who had never con- 
sulted him (Sir John) or any member of 
the Government. But he saw they were 
all honorable men—members of this House 
—in whom any man could safely entrust 
his honour, and he did so unhesitaingly 
(hear). He had his reward in the report 
which the hon. gentleman (Mr. Rymal) 
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in every word. He knew he was safe: he 
was quite satisfied the hon. gentlemen on 
the Committee would do justice to him- 
self and the Government of which he was 
then a member, though not .the head. 
The circumstances of the case were sim- 
ply these :—The Government of that day 
had resolved to build an asylum for the 
Deaf and Dumb in the Province of Onta- 
rio, and settled upon Hamilton as the 
place where that asylum should be erected, 
for it was a fine town, and ought to have 
one of the public institutions of the coun- 
try within its limits. The Hon. Isaac Bu- 
chanan, then member for Hamilton, was 
strongly interested in securing the ad- 
vantage to his constituents, of this institu- 
tion. He kept continually pressing the 
matter, and Government carried a vote 
for the asylum, it being announced in 
Parliament at the time, that Hamilton 
should be the place. With regard to the 
site for the asylum, the Hon. Mr. Buchanan 
pressed strongly upon the Government 
that a portion of the McNab property 
near Dundurn should be'selected. He (Sir 
John) knew as one of the Government, the 
general position of that property, for he 
had been there as & guest of Sir Allan Mc- 
Nab and knew it was as fine a place as in 
any part of Canada, and all the members 
of the Government knew the same thing, 
ifit could be got at a reasonable price. - 
The Government left it to the Hon. Isaac 
Buchanan, who was anxicus to get a fine 
site, so that it would be creditable to the 
city and pleasing to its people. The Goy- 
ernment accepted the site recommended 
by Mr. Buchanan, and asked the Hon. Mr. 
Cameron, the member for Peel, to appraise 
the property, and if suitable, the Govern- 
ment would buy it. There was a valua- 
tion of the property by these two gentle- 
men; and Government agreed to buy the 
property at the price at which they valued. 
it. That was simply the whole transac- 
tion. An order in Council was passed 
authorizing the purchase at that price; 
and that was the only order in Council. 
That then was the last of the transaction 
so far as he or any one of the Government 
knew of it. Beforethe title was complete, 
before any payment was made, the Gov- 
ernment on the 20th May, 1862, was de- 
feated on the Militia Bill, and they resigned 
on that day. They only held their offices 
until their successors were appointed, and 
only did acts of absolute necessity or rou- 
tine. On the 21st or 22nd, the cashier of 
the Bank of Upper Canida, who was a 
creditor of Sir Allan McNab, and who 
looked to this money to be re-imbursed, 
went to the Deputy Inspector General and 
got his warrant on the order in Council. 
This order in Council gave him no authori- 


moyed, in which he (Sir John) concurred | ty, and it was worse than a blunder—it 
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was gross carelessness to give that money. 
It is not pretended nor shewn in any way 
that there was any authority of any kind 
for that officer to issue that warrant. ‘The 
only member of the retiring Government 
who could, by any possibility give the au- 
thority, was the Inspector General—then 
Mr. Galt—now Sir Alexander Galt. When 
Mr. Dickinson asked Mr. Galt about pay- 
ing the money, Mr. Galt told him he must 
see if it was all right; and without seeing 
that it was all right he paid the money. If 
any money has been lost, it is in conse- 
quence of an act of carelessness of Mr. 
Dickinson, the Deputy Inspector General. 
With reference to the charge made by the 
Hon. George Brown he would say Par- 
liament voted the money for the asylum. 
Such wus the state of the case; and why the 
hon. gentleman (Mr. Rymal) should go out 
of his way because he (Sir John A.) hap- 
pened to sit on a different side of the 
House, and to make ita general matter 
against himself (Sir John A.) he could not 
understand. The charge is that the whole 
Government of that day corruptly advan- 
ced £5,000 for the purpose of bribing Sir 
Allan McNab. Ifit were true, it was not 
he (Sir John A.) that did it, but the Gov- 
ernment did it, and would it be supposed 
for a moment they would do that for the 
purpose of healing anold quarrel of his, 
with Sir Allan McNab. Sir Allan was then 
a man they did not care anything for po- 
litically. The charge was absurd, on the 
face of it. Sir Allan McNab could bring 
no strength to this (Sir John A’s) Govern- 
ment, or to any Government; his power 
and position had gone long before, he had 
no means at that time of either injuring 
the Government or promoting or aiding it, 
or being any advantage to them; and the 
charge was altogether unfounded. He re- 
gretted extremely that such ground had 
been taken. He had no enmity against 
Sir Allan, though he might show how very 
deeply he had been injured by that gen- 
tleman, but he dii not allow his injuries 
to last. He was not a vindictive man ; 
and did nothing in consequence of any 
differences with Sir Allan that unhappily 
arose, to prevent Mr. Buchanan  car- 
rying out this transaction as he was strong- 
ly in favour of purchasing this property. He 
was desirous that it should be purchased, 
he was anxious that Sir Allan who had held 
a distinguished position in Canada, and 
who, in his old age was in great pecuniary 
straits, should be relieved if he could fairly 
and with due regard to the public interest. 
It was a pleasure to him to be instrumen- 
tal in securing the site selected by the rep- 
resentative of the people of Hamilton, and 
at the same time show he harboured no 
malice in consequence of olden quarrels, 
certainly noc forgotten but forgiven by me 
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(hear). <A fair valuation of the property was 
made by hon. Mr. Buchanan and hon. Mr. 
Cameron. He (Sir John) wrote, in the let- 
ter referred to by the hox.. gentlemen, 
that they must be careful to see the proper- 
ty was fairly valued the price must be fair, 
and the title a good one [hear]. The money 
ought not to have been paid until the title 
was made good, and if he had remained 
Attorney General the money would not 
have been paid (hear.) The vote having 
passed, the Government would have been 


called upon by the people of Hamilton to 
‘proceed with the construction of the 


building. But the defeat of the Govern- 
ment had changed the whole aftair (hear). 
Mr. MACKENZIE did not agree with 
the hon. Minister of Justice on the ground 
that this matter ought not to have been 
brought before this House, and that this 
House could properly reject it. The House 
would remember that in all matters affect- 
ing the late Province of Canada, there was 
no Other tribunal before which such mat- 
ters could be brought. Here was a matter 
that must necessarily be brought before 
this House, andif they were not competent, 
no other tribunal existed which could take 
cognizance of it. The hon. gentleman [Sir 
John] dare not refuse an investigation into 
a matter affecting the interests of the late 
Province of Canada. This was perhaps to 
be regretted, because there would be mat- 
ters brought up in which the hon. gentle- 
men from the Lower Provinces could take 
nointerest. There was one or two cir- 
cumstances connected with this matter 
which ought to be brought before the no- 
tice of this House. The hon. gentleman 
(Sir John] says the Government by which 
this job was perpetrated, was defeated on 
the 20th May, and this transaction took 
place the next day. His impression was 
—speaking from memory—that they did 
not go out of office until the 24th of May, 
and the House was twice adjourned before 
the Hon. Sandfield McDonald had 
formed his administration, so that they 
were in office administering affairs three 
full days after this affair took place. There 
was another remarkable circumstance in 
the valuation of this property, which was 
the exact amount Parliament voted in 
1852 and 1853. This was a curious coin- 
cidence. He denied the competency of 
the two gentlemen appointed to value the 
property. He thought parties intimately 
acquainted with the value of real estate 
in that neighborhood, were the proper par- 
ties to act as valuators. ‘The Hon. Mr. 
Buchanan having been a merchant in 
Hamilton, might be fairly presumed to 
have some knowledge of property there ; 
butas for the member for Peel—without 
saying one word against that gentleman— 
it must be remembered that he was sim- 
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ply a professional man, and not one deal- | no hurry, as they had a lease cf the pre- 


ing in real estate, and also the solicitor of 
Sir Allan McNab, and altogether not the 
person who ought to have been appointed 
in justice to the Provinces, and in justice 
to himself, to value this property about to 
be acquired by the Government. These 
circumstances undoubtedly point to the 
suspicion, that there was a desire on the 
part of the Government to effect a recon- 
ciliation with Sir Allan McNab. The hon. 
- gentleman (Sir John A.) says the Govern- 
ment did not stand in need of his assist- 
ance at that time; that he had no influ- 
ence; that he was powerless to injure 
them. He (Mr. Mackenzie) did not admit 
that. He knew that some years previous 
to that, Sir Allan had far more influence 
with his own party, but he was not by any 
means powerless at that time, and at the 
time when the hon. gentleman (Sir John 
A.) and his ministry were defeated, they 
expected close voting in the coming ses- 
sion, and perhaps for a number of years a 
head, and it was of the utmost import- 
ance to consult one who had held a lead- 
ing position in the Conservative party of 
the country. Under these circumstances 
we find this transaction taking place. Sir 
Allan McNab had been bitterly hostile up 
to this moment—the valuation of this pro- 
perty was made by a friendly political 
man and by his own solicitor, both ap- 
pointed by the Government, and contem- 
poraneous with this transaction, Sir Allan 
was conciliated and afforded support to the 
Government. The Government was in 
office three days after this transaction was 
completed, and ought to have known 
what had taken place, unless they admit 

they were guilty of the most culpable 
' negligence (hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A, MACDONALD—In 
what way? 

Mr. MACK ENZIE—In not looking after 
the administration of the officers of the 
Departments. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Does the hon. gentleman mean to say 
that we ought to have looked after the 
issuing of warrants. 


“Mr. MACKENZIE—Not in the cise of 
ordinary warrants; but this was an extra- 
ordinary case, and should have been look- 
ed after. He would like to know why the 
Government passed an order in Council to 
pay this money, when they knew nothing 
about the title of the property. The hon. 
gentleman had not alluded to that point 
yet. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was quite plain. The valuation was 
made in October, 1861, but as he had be- 
fore explained, there wereno further steps 
then taken, because Government were in 


mises at Hamilton, and it was left alto- 
gether to Sir Allan McNab. In March, 
when Parliament met in Quebec, Mr. Bu- 
chanan came down as a member, and 
pressed upon Government to complete 
the arrangement that existed merely ver- 
bally before, and an order in Council was 
passed on the 10th of March, authorizing 
the purchase upon the valuation of these 
two gentlemen, of five or sixacres of land, 
for the erection of a Deaf and Dumb Asy- 
lum, for £5,000, to be paid out of the ap- 
propriation made by Parliament. That 
was the authority to purchase. The title 
or deed could not be got before the pur- 
chase (hear). 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought it was evident 
some member of the Government had a 
good deal to do with the whole affair. It 
was at the instigation of the manager of 
the Bank of Upper Canada, that the de- 
partmental officer issued the warrant, and 
apparently he must have been influenced 
very considerably by the statement of the 
manager of this Government Bank. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie), had merely to say that 
while he had not a word to say in behalf of 
the officer who appears to have acted con- 
trary to law,and also officers to have acted in 
accordance with the custom of the Depart- 
ments in conducting public business very 
carelessly, and that his superiors appear 
to be willing to sacrifice him in order 
to cover themselves (hear). 

Mr. SCATCHERD said it appeared that 
no order in Council had been issued for the 
payments of the money. The statement 
with reference to the deed being forth- 
coming was worth nothing, for there was 
no deed forthcoming to show that the 
Government owns the property. There 
was nothing in the evidence to show that 
any person either directly or indirectly was 
implicated in the payment of the money, 
except the officer himself, and there was 
nothing to implicate the Minister of Jus- 
tice or any Minister of the Crown (hear). 
There was the question whether the officer 
who made the payment wrongfully was to 
be continued in office ornot. If his con- 
duct could not be justified, he should be 
dismissed ; but, if he was continued in 
oftice it would be presumed that his con- 
duct was justified. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was not in a 
position to consider the question of the 
adoption of the report until he had seen 
the report and evidence, which ought to 
be laid before the House. He suggested 
that the hon. member should withdraw 
his motion till the members had seen the 
report and evidence. 

After some discussion Mr. Rymal with 
drew his motion as suggested. 

It being six o’clock the House arose. 


1il1 Canada Central 


AFTER RECESS. 
CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT moved the third read- 
ing of the B.ll respecting the Canada Cen- 
tral Railway Company. 

Hon. J. 8. MACDONALD moved that the 
Bill be not now read a third time, but that 
it be recommitted to Committee of 
the Whole, with instructions to add a 
clause providing that no portion of the 
road between Ottawa and Carleton Place 
be held or considered to bea part of the 
Canada Central Railway. 


Yeas 37; 


The motion was put and lost. i 


nays 74. 


Yeas—Messrs. Ault, Bechard, Bowell, 
Brown, Carling, Casault, Cayley, Chau- 
veau, Cheval, Dobbie, Drew, Ferguson, 
Fortin, Gendron, Grover, Holmes, Lawson, 
LeVesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), Masson (Soulanges), 
McCallum, McConkey, Metcalfe, Mun- 
roe, - Paquet, Pelletier, Pinsonneault, 
Ross, (Champlain). Ross (Dundas), 
Ross (Prince Edward), Rymal, Snider, 
White, Whitehead, Wilson, Wright (York) 
—d37, 

Nays— Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archi- 
bald, Bellerose, Bertrand, Bodwell, Bow- 
man, Bown, Brousseau, Burpee, Caldwell, 
Campbell, Carmichael, Caron, Cartier, Ci- 
mon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brock- 
ville), Currier, Dorion, Dufresne, Ferris, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gibbs, Hagar, Hincks, 
Holton, Jackson, Jones (Leeds and Gren- 
ville), Keeler, Kempt, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Sir John A. Macdonald, Macdonald (Mid 
dlesex.), Macfarlane, Mackenze, Masson 
(Terrebonne), Macdougall (Renfrew), Mac- 
Millan, McMonies,, Merritt, Mills, Morris, 
Morrison (Victoria), Morrison (Niagara), 
O’Connor, Oliver, Perry, Pickard, Pope, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Well.ngton), Scatcherd, Scriver, Sim- 
ard, Simpson, Stirton, Sylvain, ‘Tilley, 
Tremblay, Wallace, Webb, Wells, Work- 
man, Wright (Ottawa), Young.—74. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
moved that the Bill be recommitted to 
Committee of the Whole to provide that 
any powers or privileges contained in the 
said Bill to authorise the construction of 
the said Canada Central Railroad shall not 
extend towards Lake Huron beyond the 
village of Pembroke. 

The motion was lost on the following 
division : 

Yras.—Messrs. Ault, Bowell, Brown, 
Carling, Caley, Chauveau, Coupal, Dobbie, 
Drew, Ferguson, Gendron, Grover, Holmes, 
Kempt, Liuwson, LeVesconte, Macdonald 
(Cornwall), Macdonald (Glengiry), Me- 


Hon. Mr. Abbott. 
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Donald (Middlesex), Magill, Masson (Sou- 
langes), McCallum, McConkey, Metcalfe, 
Morison (Victoria, O.), Munroe, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pinsonneault, Redford, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Rymal, Snider, Whitehead, Wil- 
son and Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.)— 
38. 

Nays.—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archi- 
bald, Beaty, Bechard, Bellerose, Bertrand, 
Blanchet, Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bow- 
man, Bown, Brousseau, Burpee, Burton, 
Caldwell, Campbell, Caron, Cartier, Sir 
George E., Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costi- 
gan, Crawford (Brockville), Currier, Do- 
rion, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferris, Forbes, 
Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gibbs, Grant, 
Hagar, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, 
Huot, Irvine, Jackson, Joly, Jones (Leeds 
and Grenville), Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Macdonald, Sir John A. (Kingston), Mac- 
farlane, Mackenzie, Masson (Terrebonne), 
McDougall (Renfrew), McMillan, McMo- 
nies, Merritt, Mills, Morris, Morrison (Niag- 
ara) O'Connor, Oliver, Perry, Pickard, Pope, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross (Victoria, N.S.), Ross (Wellington, 
C.R.), Scatcherd, Scriver, Simard, Simpson, 
Stirton, Sylvain, Tilley, Tremblay, Wallace, 
Webb, Wells Workman, Wright [Ottawa 
County] and Young.—86. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU then moved in 
amendment, that the order of the day for 
the third reading of the said Bill be dis- 
charged, and that it be recommitted to a 
Committee of the Whole, with an instruc- 
tion to add the following clause :—‘‘No 
Railway or part of Railway to be built, ac- 
quired, or completed before the time limit- 
ed by the Act hereby amended, by the said 
Canada Central Railway Company,or by the 
said Ottawa Valley Railway Company,or by 
any Company amalgamated or to be amal- 
gamated with the same, shall be deemed to 
have been built, acquired, or completed 
within such time inso faras the grant 
of land therein mentioned is concerned.”’ 

The hour for Private Bills having ex- 
p-red, the order for Government measures 
was called. 


DUTY ON VESSELS. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. TILLEY, the 
House resolved to go into Committee of 
the Whole cn Friday next, to consider 
certain Resolutions on the subjéct of the 
duty on Vessels, imposed under the au- 
thority of the Act 32 & 63 Victoria, Chap- 
ter 40. 


THIRD READINGS. 
The following Bills from the Senate were 


severally read a third time, and passed, 
viz :— 
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No. 76, intituled: An Act to amend the 
Act respecting Perjury. 


No, 82, intituled : An Act to amend the 
Penitentiary Act of 1868. 


Superannuation 


SUPERANNUATION FUND. 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS, the Resolutions adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on Saturday last, pro- 
viding for a system of Superannuation for 
Officers of the Civil Service, and the per- 
manent Officers and Servants of the Senate 
and House of Commons, were reported, 
and are as follows: 


1, Resolved, That for the better ensur- 
ing efficiency and economy in the Civil 
Service, itis expedient to provide for the 
retirement therefrom, on equitable terms, 
of persons who from age or infirmity can- 
not properly perform the duties assigned 
to them; and that, with this view, it is 
expedient to provide, that, subject to the 
conditions mentioned in the following 
Resolutions, the Governor in Council may 


grant to any person having served in an. 


established capacity in the Civil Service 
for ten years or upwards, and having at- 
tained the age of sixty years, or being in- 
capacitated by bodily infirmity, from pro- 
perly performing his duties, a superannu- 
ation allowance calculated on his average 


yearly salary—during the then last 
three years, and not exceeding 
‘the followmg rates, that is to say: 


If he had served for ten years, but less 
than eleven years, an annual allowance of 
ten-fiftieths of such average salary, and if 
for eleven years and under twelve years, 
an annual allowance of eleven-tiftieths 
thereof, and in like manner a further ad- 
dition of one-fiftieth of such average sa- 
lary for each additional year of service up 
to thirty-five years, when an annual allow- 
ance of thirty-five-fiftieths may be grant- 
ed, but no addition shall be made for any 
service beyond thirty-five years ; if the ser- 
vice has not been continuous, the period or 
periods during which such service has been 
interrupted, shall not be counted, and the 
Order in Council made in this case shall 
be laid before Parliament at its then or 
then next session. 


2. Resolved, That it is expedient to 
provide that the Governor in Council may, 
in the case of any person who entered the 
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for reasons stated in the Order; and such 
additional number of years shall be taken 
as part of the term of service on which 
the superannuation allowance of such per- 
son shall be computed; the Order in 
Council in any such case being laid before 
Parliament, at its then or then next ses- 
sion. 


3. Resolved, That it is expedient to pro- 
vide, that towards making good the said 
superannuation allowances, an abatement 
| shall be made for the salary of each per- 
‘son in the Civil Service, to whom these 
Resolutions apply, at the rate of four per 
cent. per annum on such salary, if it be 
six hundred dollars or upwards, and two 
and a half per cent. per annum thereon, 
if it be less than six hundred dollars; and 
that the sum so deducted shail form part 
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund, but 
such abatement shall be made only dur- 
ing the first thirty-five years of service. © 
4. Resolved, That it is expedient to pro- 
vide, that the full superannuation allow- 
ance aforesaid shall only be granted to per- 
sons who have been subject to the said 
abatement during ten years or upwards ; 
the superannuation allowance of any per- 
son who has paid it for a less period being 
subject to a diminution of one-twentieth 
for every year less than ten during which 
he has not paid it, except that in the case 
of any person retiring within three years 
after the passing of the Act, such diminu- 
tion shall not exceed twenty per cent. of 
the allowance which might otherwise be 
granted to him, with power to the Gover- 
nor in Council to reduce it to any amount 
not less than ten per cent. 


5. Resolved, That it is expedient to pro- 
vide, that retirement shall be compulsory 
on any person to whom the superannuation 
allowance hereinbefore mentioned shall 
be oftered, and that such offer shall not be 
considered as implying any censure upon 
the person towhom it is made; nor shall 
any person be considered as having any 
absolute right to such allowance, but it 
shall be granted only in consideration of 
good and faithful service during the time 
upon which it is calculated, and that no- 
thing herein contained shall be under- 


: stood as imparing or affecting the right of 


; the Governor to dismiss or remove any 
person from the Civil Service. 


6. Resolved, That itis expedient to pro- 


Civil Service after the age of forty years, | vide, that if any person to whom the fore- 
as being possessed of some peculiar pro- | going Resolutions apply, is constrained 
fessional or other qualifications or attain-| from any infirmity of mind or lody to quit 


ments required for the office to which he 
was appointed, and not ordinarily to be 
acquired in the public service, add to the 
actual number of years service of such 
person, such further number not exceed- 
ing ten, as may be considered equitable 


the Civil Service before the period at 
which a superannuation might be granted 
him, the Governor in Council may allow 
him a gratuity not exceeding one month's 
pay for each year of his service, and that if 
any such person is so constrained to quit the 
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service before such period, by reason of 
severe bodily injury received without his 
own fault in the discharge of his public 
duty, the Governor in Council may allow 
him a gratuity not exceeding three 
months pay for every two years service, or 
a superannuation allowance not exceed- 
ing one-fifth of his average salary during 
the then last three years. See Imp. Act 
22'Vi,, ¢. 26, ‘8.8. 5 and 6. 

7. Resolved, That it is expedient to 
provide, thitifany person to whom the 
foregoing Resolutions apply, is removed 
from office in consequence of the abolition 
thereof, in order to the improvement of 
the organization of the Department to 
which he belongs, or otherwise to provide 
efficiency or economy in the Civil Service, 
the Governor in Council may grant him 
such gratuity or superannuation allowance, 
as will fairly compensate him for his loss 
of office, not exceeding such as he would 
have been entitled to if he had retired in 
consequence of permanent infirmity of 
body or mind, after adding ten years to his 
actual term of service. See Imp. Act S. 7. 


8. Resolved, That it is expedient a 
provide, that’ any person receiving 
superannuation allowance and being un- 
der the age of sixty years, and not dis. 
abled by bodily or mental infirmity, shall 
be liable to be called upon to fill, in any 
part of Canada any public office or situa- 
tion for which his previous services 
render him eligible, and not lower in rank 
oremolument than that from which he 
retired ; and that, if he refuse or neglect 
so to do, he shall forfeit his said allowance. 
See Imp. Act, S. 11. 


9. Resolved, That it is expedient to 
provide that the foregoing Resolutions 
shall apply to all Departments mentioned 
in the Civil Service Act, and as well to 
persons employed at the Seat of Govern- 
ment as to the outside service of the said 
Departments; and to the permanent 
officers and servants of the Senate and 
House of Commons ; and that, in any case | 
of doubt, the Governor in Council may, by 
general or special regulation, determine 
to what persons the provisions to be 
founded on these Resolutions do or do not 
apply, and the conditions on which, and 
the manner in which, they shall apply in 
any case or class of cases. 


10. Resolved, That it is expedient to 
provide, that the said allowances and 
gratuities shall be payable out of the Con- 
solidated Revenue Fund of Canada. 

The first and second Resolutions being 
read a second time, were agreed to. 

The third Resolution being read a 
second time, 

Hon. Mr. BLANCHET moved in amend- 
ment, that the said Resolutions be not now 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 


a 
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concurred in, but that they be recommit- 
ted to a Committee of the Whole, with an 
instruction to provide for a uniform abate- 
ment of two anda half per cent. on all 
salaries. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Government were very desirous to carry 
the measure, and if the House would 


|consent to the uniform abatement the 
| Government would consent. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that under the 
amendment parties receiving salaries of 


' $500 would suffer a deduction of 40 per 


cent., while persons receiving $2,000 
would only pay twenty per cent. The 


result was that those who were less able 
to pay were required to contribute the 
greatest proportion. He supported the 
resolutions, thinking they were founded 
on the insurance principles ; but if such 
amendments as proposed were to be ac- 
cepted, he should decidedly oppose the 
scheme. 


Mr. GODIN moved in amendment, to 
the said proposed amendment, that all 
the words after ‘‘ that’? be left out, and 
the following inserted instead thereof: 
‘the Report be not now received, but that 
it be referred back to the Committee of 
the Whole with instruction to amend the 
same by adding after the third Resolution 
the following : 


That itis expedient to provide that any 
person to whom the present Resolutions: 
apply, voluntarily retiring from the Civil 
Service, and not being entitled to the re- 
tiring allowance, shall receive one half of 
the amount which he shall have contribut- 
ed to the said Fund without interest ; but 
if he enters the Civil Service again at any 
time afterwards, such amount shall be re- 
imbursed by him to the Fund, on his re- 
entering, with interest at the rate of six 
per cent. per annum, otherwise his ser-.- 
vice prior to his retiring shall not be com- 
puted in his length of service in calculat- 
ing the retiring allowance to which he may 
afterwards be entitled. 


And it is expedient to provide that ex- 
cept as hereinafter provided, if a person to 
whom these Resolutions apply dies while 
in the Civil Service, or while he is in receipt 
of a retiring allowance, his widow shall be 
entitled during her life or until she re-mar- 
ries, toan annual allowance equivalent to 
one half the retiring allowance which her 
husband received, or to which he would 
have been entitled at the time of his death 
if he had then retired. 

But the widow shall not be entitled 6 
such yearly allowance unless she was mar- 


ried to such person at least one year be- 
fore his death, 
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And the widow of any person who at 
the period of passing hereof is over sixty 
years of age, or who in any other manner 
is then entitled to retire witha retiring 
allowance, shall not be entitled to such 
allowance. 


That it is expedient to. provide that the 
orphan children of any person whose widow 
received or would have been entitled to 
receive an annual allowance in virtue of 
the preceding Resolution, may receive out 
of the said Fund an annual allowance which 
shall be determined by the Governor in 

gSoyne according to the circumstances in 
which such orphans are left, but not ex- 
ceeding in the whole the annual allowance 
which the widow received or to which she 
would have been entitled. 


But such annual allowance shall in no 
case be paid to an orphan over twenty-one 
years of age, or to an orphan whose mother 
is then in receipt, as a widow, of an allow- 
ance in virtue of these Resolutions, ’? which 
were negatived on the following division : 


Yeas—Messrs. Archambeault, Bechard, 
Bertrand, Bodwell, Bourassa, Caron, Cas- 
sault,Cayley, Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, Dorion, 
Forbes, Fortier, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, 
Gray, Hagar, Holton, Hutchison, Joly, Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McMonies, Met- 
calfe, Mills, Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier Poul- 
iot, Pozer, Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Ross, 
(Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Savary, Sproat, 
White, Whitehead, and Young.—4l. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archi- 
bald, Ault, Beaty, Bellerose, Blanchet, 
Bolton, Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, 
Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, Campbell, Car- 
ling, Carmichael, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Chauveau, Connell, Costigan, Currier, Dob- 
bie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Ferris, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gibbs, 
Grant, Grover Hincks, Sir Francis, Holmes, 
Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, 
Jones, (Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, 
Kempt, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Law- 
son, Macdonald (Cornwall), Macdonald 
(Glengarry), Macdonald, Sir John A., 
(Kingston), McDonald [Middlesex] Mas- 
son [Soulanges] Masson [Terrebonne}, 
McCallum, McConkey, McDougall [Three 


Rivers], McGreevy, McMillan, Merritt, 
Morris, Morrison, [Victoria, O.], Mor- 
rison [Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, 
Perry, Pickard, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Read, Redford, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross, [Champlain), Ross [Dundas], Ross, 


[Prince Edward], Scatcherd, Scriver, Sim- 
ard, Snider, Sylvain, Thompson [Haldim- 
and], Tilley, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Wells, 
Wilson, Workman, Wright [Ottawa County] 
and Wright, rYork, Ontario, W. R.J—92. 
Ov the Hon. Mr. BLANCHET’S motion, 
Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD reit- 
erated that the wish of the Government 
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was to put the per centage at the figure 
which would be desired by the majority of 
the House. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the 4 per 
cent was better that the 2} per cent. The 
last figure would not be self supporting. 
The influence of the Gov ernment ought to 
be thrown in favour of the origmal propo- 
sition. 


The amendment was negatived on divi- 
sion. 


The third Resolution being again read ; 


Mr. JOLY moved in amendment, that the 
said report be not now concurred in, but 
that it be referred back to the Committee 
of the Whole, with instructions to amend 
it by adding after the words “six hundred 
dollars’ in the fourth line of the third | 
Resolution the words, “but such contri-. 
bution to the Superannuation Fund shall 
not be compulsory on any person whose 
life is now insured, as long as_ his life con- 
tinues to be insured ; but such parties will 
not be entitled to any share of the Super- 
annuation Fund ;’’ which was negatived on 
the following division. 


Yxras.-——Messieurs Anglin, Archambeault, 
Bechard, Bertrand, Bolton, ’ Bourassa, Bur. 
pee, Caldwell, Casault, Cayley, Cimon, 
Connell, Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Ferris, 
Torbes, ’ Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Godin, 
Grover, Hurdon, Hutchison, Joly, Jones 
rLeeds and Grenville], Kempt, Macdonald 
[Glengarry], McFarlane, Magill, Masson 
(Terrebone], McCallum, McMonies, Mer- 
ritt, Metcalf, Mills, Morrison [Victoria, O], 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pope, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ross [Prince Edward] Ross 
[Well.ngton, C. R.], Savary, Snider, Sproat, 
Stirton, Sylvain, Wallace, Webb, Wells, 
Wright [Ottawa County ].—65. 

Nays. — Messieurs Abbott, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Bellerose, Blanchet, Bowell, 
Bown, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, 
Sir George E., Chauveau, Cheval, Dobbie, 
Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, For- 
tin, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Hincks, Sir 
Francis, Howe, Huot, Jackson, Keeler, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Mac- 
donald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDonald 


(Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges),. Mc- 
Conkey, McGreevy, McMillan, Morris, 
Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, O’Connor, 


Perry, Pinsonneault, Read, Bedford, Re- 
naud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Dundas), Scatcherd, Scriver, Simard, 
Tilley, Walsh, White, Wilson and Work- 
man—d8. 


The third Resolution was then agreed 
to, on a division. 

The fourth to the eighth Resolution in- 
clusive, being read a second time, were 
agreed to on a division.% 
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The ninth and tenth Resolutions being 
read a second time, were agreed to. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS then intro- 
duced a Bill (No. 84) for better ensuring 
the efficiency of the Civil Service of Can- 
ada, by providing for the superannuation 
of persons employed therein, in certain 
cases.—Second reading on Friday next. 


SUPPLY. 


On motion of Hon. Sir FRANCIS 
HINCKS, the House agiin went into Com- 
mittee of Supply. 

The first item taken was $167,000 to 
Grand Trunk Railway in Ontario and Que- 
bec Mail service. 

Mr. OLIVER called attention to the 
promise of the Government to introduce 
a Bill to regulate the payment of Post- 
masters in towns. They were now paid by 
fees, and in many cases the Postmasters 
paid very little attention to the post of- 
fices, engaging a deputy to act for them, 
in consequence of their income being de- 
rived in that way. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD did 
not think that a promise had been made 
that a measure would be introduced this 
session. Something might have been said 
with reference to the adoption of anew 
system. It was of little importance 
whether a postmaster fulfilled his duties 
personally, so long as the duties were 
efficiently discharged. 


In reply to Mr. BODWELL, 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said it 
could not be denied that Postmasters in 
rural districts were poorly paid. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the amount paid 
last year was $154,435, and this year the 
amount asked was $167,000. There was 
no greater extent of mileage than before, 
and he could not see how the increase in 
the grant could take place. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the matter would be enquired into and an 
explanation given before concurrence was 
taken. 

The item was passed. 

On item $10,000 for Ocean Mail Service, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he understood 
that mail clerks were discontinued on board 
the steamers. He could not see the ne- 
cessity for these clerks. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said their 
services were highly necessary on board the 
steamers. Item carried. 


The item of $6,000 for military and naval 
postage refunds, $100,000 for salaries of 
outside officers, $215,000 for payments 
for ordinary mail contract service were car- 
ried. 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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On item of $30,000 for miscellaneous, in 
reply to Mr. OLIVER, 


Hon. Sr FRANCIS HINCKS said that any 
postmaster who had a fixed salary did not 
receive any additional income from the sale 
of stamps. : 

Mr. YOUNG said there was a great ne- 
cessity for establishing, in such towns as 
Guelph and Galt, places where postage 
stamps could be purchased besides the Post 
Office. Those places would prove a great 
public convenience. 


The item was carried ; also $35,000 for 
Nova Scotia mail services, and $80,000 for 
New Brunswick. 

On public works in Ontario and Quebec, 
item of $376,400, 

In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN proceeded to ex- 
plain several details comprised under the 
above item. 


Mr, MACKENZIE said he would like to 
know what proportion of those works was 
to be done by tender. His impression was 
that an immense saving would be effected 
by having tenders for all those works. 
He would call attention to the mode in 
which the system of advertising was con- 
ducted in reference to public works. For 
example, $322 were expended in adver- 
tising for the construction of a little bit 
of an embankment at the mouth of the 
Welland Canal. That was monstrous ex- 
travagance. He was satisfied that an im- 
mense amount of saving could be effected 
by having such a system as the Ordnance 
Department had in conducting works on 
fortifications, a large portion of which was 
done by tender. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said tenders had 
been called for on schedule prices in the 
case of one public work. The same sys- 
tem might be adopted in many other in- 
stances, and his intention was to call for 
tenders for contracts, but there were some 
things on which they could not wait for 
tenders. Asa rule the Weir gates were 
built by contract. 


Item passed. 

On item $320,000, N.S. Railway, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the working 
expenses were $284,000. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—There must be a mis- 
take here. It is a thousand less than last 
year (laughter). 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the relaying 
of tracks, &c., cost $28,750, and the re- 
newal of cars $7,250. 


Mr. YOUNG called attention to the fact 
that only $64,000 were expended in 1868 
for the maintenance of Railways, against 
$90,000 in the proposed estimates. 
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Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that the 
amount expended in the current year was 
$105 000, and the vote now asked was 
$15,000 less. 


Mr. BOLTON said that the result of the 
year was a loss of over $100,000 to the 
Dominion, and it was a quest.on whether 
the lines should be continued to be man- 
aged by the Government, or be handed 
over to other parties. 


Mr. YOUNG thought some steps should 
be taken to equalize the receipts and ex: 
penditures on these Railways. He remem- 
bered that the salaries for instance had 
been all increised shortly before Con- 
federation, and the Minister of Public 
Works should see if some steps could 
not be taken to obviate the loss on those 
lines. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he would like to 
know if the system of free passes were in 
force on the Government railwiys—if so, 
and it were akin to the system in existence 
on the Government steamers on the Lower 
St. Lawrence, there was no probability of 
these works ever being self-supporting. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the only free 
passes he was awire of were those given 
to members of the Local Legislature going 
to and returning from the seat of the Local 
Government. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked on what prin- 
ciple those passes were given. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that they ex- 
isted before Confederation. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON enquired if there 
were any Departmental regulations forbid- 
ding peremptorily those free passes, anl 
if there were any returns shewing the num- 
ber of passengers carricd over the road free 
of charge. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that there 
were no such returns ; but he was glad the 
discussion had taken place, as it would 
strengthen his hands in adetermination to 
check the system. 

On the item $167,500 for E. & N. 
A. Railway, Eastern Extension woiking 
expenses, 


In reply to Mr. MACKENZIB, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the mileage 
was 145. ‘ 

Item carried. 

On the last item on the Bates being 


reached, and the Committee considered 
the variotic deferred items. 


The item $25,000 to meet the possible 
amount for increases under the Civil Service 
Act, was cilled. 

Hn. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
returns promised were not yet printed. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there could 
be no objection to passing this stage, 
with the understanding that the return 
should be presented before concurrence. 


Item carried. 


On the item $80,065, for salaries and 
contingencies of the House of Commons, 


Mr. MACKENZIE called attention to 
the system of telegraphing, and which, 
he was convinced, was _ subject to 
the greatest possible abuse. He  hap- 
pened to know it was the  cus- 
tom for some officers of departments 
when away from home to telegraph long 
letters to their families. He happened to 
know there was a letter telegraphed from 
thit city by one of the officials, giving the 
fullest possible particulars of the health 
of the family, condition of the cit and 
other domestic animals. That was a gross 
abuse of the public money. He proposed 
that every department that sent any 
telegram should have a register in which 
it ought to be entered. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said it was so. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said it was not so, 
or if it were it was inconceivable to him 
how such telegrims should be sent. He 
wis convinced thit out of $15,000 pad for 
telegrams, four or five thous nd were for 
private bus ness. He also protested against 
the appointment of officiuls without the 
consent of the House. 


- The item was then passed. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said. he 
would not proceed with the item of 
%5,000 to meet the possible amount re- 
quired to be added for the purpose of 
making a more just equalization of salar es, 
subject to the approval of the Commons, 
under the etern:l economy House of Com- 
mons list. The item was placed on the 
estimates through a mistake. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said asthe Speaker 
was in the House he might expluiin. 


The SPEAKER said that it was with the 
approval of several members of the House 
that he had proposed as Chairman of the 
Commission that this additional money 
should be voted in order to equalize the 
salaries. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS siid that 
the item was crossed out by him from the 
original copy, but there was some mistake 
and it had been printed on the Estimates. 
It entirely reopened the question of 
salary which h s been settled by the Con- 
tingency Committee. 

_ After some discussion, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thought 
that the most convenient mode would be to 
strike out the item now, and the Govern- 
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ment would consider it before bringing 
down the Supplementary Estimates. 
This course was adopted and the item 


Government 


accordingly struck out. 


On item 2,400 for the improvement of |, 


the River Thames. 


Mr. 


journment. 


The Committee rose and reported, and 
sits again this afternoon. 
The various items passed 


lows: 


feed 


i) 


Co 


4, 


3. 


6. 


1 
», 


©. 
Ue 


TS oUR ol 


Ontario and Quebce Mail Services: 


$167,000. 00 


Grand Trunk Railway. ... 
Great Western Railway. . 
Other Railways 
Steamboat Service 
Ocean Mail Service 


-~¢ 


ee ee 


. Military and Naval Postage 


refunds 


«ee Ve ee) slays diem) & es loue 


. Salaries of Outside Ser- 


vices; Inspectors, Railway 
Clerks, &e 


eee ee et Se ee ee 


! Payments for Sara Mail 


Contract Service. 


. Miscellaneous.. 


10. 
. New Brunswick Mail Ser- 


Nova Scotia Mail Services. 
vices... 


Public Works, Ontario and 


. Ordinary Repairs......... 
. Maintenance, 


Salaries of 
Staff, ete 


WELLAND CANAL, 


fepairs to Port Maitland 
Terminus 


ory («nip bd) sco lie Meee la fe 


CORNWALL CANAL. 


Renewing eer structure 
of Piers. 
Rebuil ding "Super ‘intend. 


Qn BS: POUSe. hoe Be 


RIDEAU CANAL. 


fenewing and enlarging 


Bulk Heads 


Jee eS eRe os 


NOVA SCOTIA RAILWAYS. 


Working Expenses....... 
Relaying of Track, etc. 
Renewal of Cars 


European and North Amerti- 


Salaries 


can Railway and Eastern 
Extension Working Ex. 
penses.. 0.2.20. - 0. 
and Contingencies 
of Canal Officers 


MACKENZIE suggested an 


were as fol- | 
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Collection of Slide and Boom 

DRS Se Soke sie sos $12,172 00 

Minor Revenues,............ 10,000 00 


To meet the possible amount 
for increases under the 
Civil Service Act, or for 
possible new appoint- 
ments required by any 
extension of the Staff, or 
other charge 


Qa- 
aw 


Beate Shas: 25,000 00 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Salaries and Contingencies per 


Clerk’s Estimate 80,665 00 


IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE. 


45,000 00 
40,000 00 |'To meet possible expense of 
40,000 00 EM MUGPAUION se urie wigan « 14,000 00 
10,000 00} Resolutions to be reported. 

Committee rose to sit again. 
6,000 00} ‘The House then adjourned at 1:50 a.m. 
100,000 00 


SENATE. 
215,000 00 
380,000 00 Orrawa, April 21, 1870. 
85,000 00 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock, and after the usual routine, the 


orders of the day were proceeded with. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR, the 
report from the Committee of Contingent 
Accounts was agreed to. 


80,000 00 
Quebec : 
$185,000 00 


THE GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


Tion Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill “ tomake provision for 
discipline on board of Canadian Govern- 
ment vessels,’’ and, in doing so, explained 
that the object was to make such regula- 
tions as were necessary for vessels engaged 
in the protection of the fisheries and in the 
employ of the Dominion generally. At pre- 
sent there was no specific law which could 
be applied to the case of such vessels, 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY asked if the Bill 
applied to persons of the class of sailors 
solely. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that the 
Bill covered all duties in connection with 
such vessels. It provided that the master 
should read the Act to every person en- 
gaged for service, and before entering on 


15,000 00 


6,900 00 
4,000 00 


10,500 00 


eg :000 00 | his duty. 
aed a Hon. Mr. McGULLY wished to know if 


the vessels were armed, 
Flon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that they 
were to acertain exteat. 


167,509 00; Ton. Mr. RYAN enquired if Phe men 
would be employed in a sort of Havel 
27,530 00 | service. 


/ 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 


1i25 Routine 
Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said they would 
be a sort of marine police. . The 


Bill simply deviated from the Merchant’s 
Shipping Act, where it was necessary to 
meet the circumstances of the case. 

Hon. Mr. RYAN said that his object was 
to know whether they would not be under 
more stringent regulations than they would 
be in ordinary vessels. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that such 
regulations would be very desirable for the 
efficiency of the service. But the House 
knew perfectly well that the country was 
hardly yet prepared to go further at pre- 
sent than it was proposed to do in the 
Bill. 


Hon. Mr. BOTSFORD asked if the men 
would be irilled. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied in the 
negative, and also explained in answer to 
queries put to him by other gentlemen, 
that the vessels would be under the direc- 
tion of tw. otficers—Captain Scott and Cap- 
tain Livoie, each of whom would have a 
particular jurisdiction and the control of 
certain vessels, each however, would have 
independent control, and be accountable 
to the Government. 


The Bill was read a second time and or- 
dered to be sent to the Committee on 
Monday next. 


MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, the 
“ Nova Scotia Bank Notes Resolutions 
Bill’ was read a second -time. 


The hon. gentleman explained that 
heret fore the Banks in that Province were 
limited to the issue of Notes of twenty 
dollars each, and the object of the Bill was 
to remove the restriction. 


The Bill respecting Ferries, and the Bill 
to amend the chirter of the Halifix Mer- 
chants’ Bank, both from the House of 
Commons—were reid a second time. 


_ he report respecting Public Printing 
was sent back to Committee, for the pur- 
pose of amending it, on motion of Hons. 
Messrs. SIMPSON and SANBORN. 


A Message was received from the House 
of Commons asking the presence of the 
Clerk of the Senat:, for the purpose of 
being examined before the Committee of 
Public Accounts. 


After some remarks from Hons. Messrs. 
BOTSFORD and LETELLIER DEST. JUST 
the matter was allowed to stand over for 

_the present. | 


The House then adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Ctrawa, 2lst April, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair A three 
p-m. tue . 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that, 
a message be sent to the Senate, request- 
ing that Mr. Fennings Taylor be examined 
before the Public Accounts Committee, 
with reference to amounts paid to mem- 
bers of the Senate as indemnity and niile- 
age. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON had no objection te 
second the motion, though he had some 
doubt as to its being necessary, as he be- 
lieved this House had an inherent power 
to obtain such information, without re- 
quiring toask perm.ssion of the Senate. 
However, it was probably as well not to 
raise any discussion as to jurisdiction on a 
point of this kind just now. 

Motion carried. 


SUPPLY BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved con- 
currence in the report of the Committee of 
Supply. 
Department of Militia and De- 


LODE) tharens arama rd $ 25,980.00 
Department of Secretary of 

Sete ay Reese SS 21,587.50 
Department of Receiver Gen- 

GE Ey tee eRe ey Why 15.700.00 


On a vote being asked for the Finance 
Department, 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that an explana. 
tion hid been promised, with respect to 
the orginizition of this Department, and 
as to the increase that had taken place in 
the amount asked for. 

Hort. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS said) that 
the Civil Service Commission had reported 
what, in their view, was a good theoretical 
organization, but as the Government had 
not yet been able to give the matter full 
consideration, since the report. was re- 
ceived, they had been obliged, in the mean- 
time, to leave the staff as it was. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that was ia. part 
of the explanation as to the amount asked. 
for, but it was not the whole of it... Here 
was an absolute increase of 40 in the 
number of the officers, and there, had 
be na statement promised as to the dis- 
tribution of. these officers. What) the 
House had been led to expect was:a state- 
ment as to who the officers were, ‘the ip- 
crease in eich branch of the department, 
and the salaries. Item agreed to. 

Finance Department.......... $36,495,85 
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Customs Department.......... 20,540.00 | sidered both economical and_ suitable. 
Inland Revenue do ........... 18,200.00 | If they had been o!\liged to appoint sep- 
Public Works -d¢ eer es 37,740 00 | arate officers for the diierent duties, they 
Pek (IMCS AO Na ee als eee 49 94) 00! would nevessarily have been oblged, to 
A'sriCUl ture morris... ee FSS 19,705.00 pay more for exch. The duiies of the Au- 
Marine and Fisheries.......... 14,210 00 d tor in Nova Scotia hid been very much 
Treasury Board Uffice.......... 3,000.00 , increased in the last two years—in fact 


Finance Offices N.S. and N.B... 2,000.00 | 

On the motion to concur in the item of. 
$10,600 for Dominion Offices in Nova | 
Scotia, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Goy- 
ernment had promised, when the vote was 
passed in Committee, that there should | 
be the fullest explanations given of all 
these items. He felt that the sum was rx- 
cessive, and it could not be denied: that. 


there was a great discrepancy between the | 
sum asked for these offices and for those 

in New Brunswick, which had caused con- | 
siderable discussion. The Government 

ought to state whether it wis intended to | 
continue the enormous exp nditure in 
Nova Scotia, as no reason to justily it hid) 
been alleged, either in Committee or now. 
He asked the Government to pledge them- 
selves to reluce the expenditure to the 
New Brunswick standard. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS  siid he | 
could give no such pledge. There were 
very large sums pissing through the hands 
of the officers in Nova Scotix, and besides 
it so happened that in New Brunswick 
they hid been enabled to elfect a saving 
by amalgamating two of the offices, 
the siliries of evch of whith could thus 
be reduced, while in Nova Scotia they had 
been obliged to creite separate offices. | 
This would account, to some extent, for 
the greater amount in one case than in the 
other, the larger amount of business done 
fully account.ng for any further expend1-, 
ture. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved then to re- 
duce the amount to #6,500, the services 
mot requiring a larger approp#iation in 
Nova Scotia than in New Brunswick. 
He thought the appropriation asked for 
the latter wis too large, but he put the, 
two at the same amount. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY sid the Finance Min- 
ister had referred to the office of Auditor 
in Halifax, whose salary was greiter thin 
that given in New Brunswick. In Novi 
Scotia the paymister received $1,600, 
while in New Brunsw ck he was paid only 
$1,000, an arrangement having | een there 
made with the Collector of Customs, who 
had formerly acted in effect as Treasurer 
tof the Province, and received all the reve- 
nurs. As Collector of Customs he received 
$2,000, and a further sum of $1,000 as 
paymaster, and managed all the accounts 
in the Prov_nce, for the Province and the 
Dominion, and this arrangement he con- | 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


the whole cost of the 


since Confederation—as be had to take 
charge of the acconnts of the Collectors 
of Customs of eighty ports, at least fifty of 
these being out ports, at wh ch very small 
salaries were pid, so thit the officers 
thee coull not be expected to be men 
with athorough knowlelge of how to 
mike up the accounts now required to be 
sent in. At first he had been »ppointed 
clerk at $1,200, under the officer sent 


from here, but with the promise of pro- 
‘motion, and by this having been given 


there was an actual ec nomy eff cted. 
As to the Department of Marine and Fish- 


_eries, the labour ws very much greater 


in Nova Scotia than in New Brunswick, 
and the pay of course somewhat larger. 
He would not, without examination, un- 
dertake to expl in the amount for contin- 
gencies, although it must be evident that 
with the greater amount of work to be 
done these would be proportionably in- 
cre ised. 


Mr. SCATCHERD said that in the Pro- 
vince of Ont irio, excluding the contin- 
gencies, but including the salary of the 
Munister at the head of the Department, 
Treasury was 
only $7.3800. He failed to see how the 
same amount could be expeniled in Nova 
Scotia, yet taking off the contingencies the 
salaries amounted to $7,600. In Ontirio 
the whole staff of the Treasury Depart- 
ment was seven, the officers in Nova " 
Scotia, in this one branch, being also 
seven. He could not understand why this 
shoull be so, as the work in Nova Scotia 
could certainly not be greiter--he was 
sure it wis not so great as in Ontario. 
He thought the motion should commend 
itself to the House, as, even with the re- 
duction, it ws greater in proportion than 
the expenditure in Ontario. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD did not know what 
the apportionment of the duties were, 
but an flier of experierse from the 
Treasury Department had been sent down 
to arrange the work, and clivide the duties 
to he performed. Large responsibilit es 
were cast upon the officers in charge, and 
he did not think the salary of $1,600 too 
much for those who were responsible for the 
large sums pissing through their hands, 
In New Brunswi*k an offiver doing other, 
and to some extent similar work, had been 
employed, and his services ut lized, 
thus effecting a saving. He was sure 
no more judi-ious or frugil person could — 
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have becn sent than the officer who hid 
been employ.d to arrange the business 
of the office, and with all the know- 
ledge he hid gained on the spot as to the 
requirements he had recommended the. 
present plan. He knew that the whole 
time of the officers was empl yed in the 
duties of the office, and that they were 
not over-paid. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that it 
was evident that no chargeof extray gance | 
had been made out. All that had been 
attempted was to shew that the appropria- 
tion was higher thin that in New Bruns- 
wick, without any consideration as to the 
difference of the work to be done. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was too high 
in New Brunswick. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS continued, 
that in the one case—that uf Nova Scotia— 
the work was cirried on in a separate de- 
partment, while in New Brunswick it was 
perfurmed in the Customs Department. 
Rent, fuel, and cther contingencies were ; 
thus saved in the latter. case, which hid 
to be met in the other. 


The amendment wis 
ried—yeas, 68; nays, 66. 


Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Ault, Be 
chard, Bertrand, Bodwell, Bolton, 


Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, Cald- 
well, Cameron (Huron), Cirmichael, Cart- 
wright, Cheval, Connell,;Costigan, Crawford 
(Brockville), Dorion, Drew, Ferris, Fortier, 
Gaucher, Geoffrion, Godin, Hagar, jain 
ton, Hutchison, Joly, Kempt, Macdon- 
ald (Glengarry), Macfarlane, Mackenzie, 
Magill, Masson (Soulanges), McCallum, 
McConkey, McDoug ll (R:nfrew), Mce- 
Monies, Metcalfe. Mills, Morison (Victoria, 
O.), Munroe, Oliver, Pelletier, Pickard, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Redford, Renaud, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward), Ross 
(Wellington, C. R.), Ryan, K ng’s, N. B.), 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Scriver, Snider, Stirton, 
Thompson (Haldimand), Trembliy, Wal- 


lace, Webb, Wells, Whitehead, Wilson, 
Wright (York, Ontario, W. &.), and 
Young—68. 


Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, 
Archibald, Beaty, Be.ubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bl inchet, Bown, Brousseau, Cimp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir’ Geor ge 
E., ’ Casault, Cayley. Chauveau, Cimon, 
Colby, Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Forbes, ’ Fortin, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Hincks, Sir | 
Francis, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Invine, 
Jackson, Keeler, Langevin, Langlois, Le. 
Vesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), Macdon- | 
| ald, Sir J. A. (Kingston), McDonald (Mid- | 

dlesex), Masson (Terrebonne) 1 McDougall | 
ree Rivers), McGreevy, McMillan, Mer. | 
t, Morris, Morrison (Niagira), O’ Connor, 
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Perry, Pinsonneault, Pape Read, Ross 
(Chimplain), Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Savary,, 
Simpson, Sproat, Piephevion: Sylvain, 
Tilley, Walsh and Workman—66. 


The resolution, as amended, was then. 
put and carried on division, and stands : 
Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia.... $ 6,500.00 


Before the vote for Dominion O. .CeS, 
New Brunswick, was put, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that full expla- 
nitions regarding «ll the salaries in the 
Departments had been promised, but it 
appeared evident that the promise was 
not to be kept. The House, by the last 
vote, had shown the desire that there 
shoull be reductions, and by its own action 
in reducing the sal ries of its own servants 
had carried out that desire into prvctice. 
That desire did not seem to be shared by 
the Government, and he would therefore, 
without detaining the House, move that 
the 'ouse regrets that it should be deem- 
ed necessary to increxse the salaries of the 
public officers, at a time when the utmost 
e-onomy is absolutely necessary, when 
there are deficits in the revenue, and when 
the House has reduced the salaries paid 
to .ts officers. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that all the G.vernment could say in the 
matter was, that they h:d acted according 
to the law, as authorized by law and within 
the l:w. Th» expen:litures had been made 
with as much economy as was consistent 
with the etti-iency of the service. If the 
House chooses to censure the Government, 
of course it hasa perfect right to do so, 
an would in this respect be acting strictly 
within its powers if it considered the Goy- 
ernment deserving its censure. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
cliimed to be second to no m:n in the 


House in his advocacy of economy. One 
motion has set aside what the Government 


thought in its wisdom — essential 
to carry on the business of the 
country. The present motion is, in 
general terms, to censure the Govern- 


ment of the day, the object being to upset 
that Government which had taken in hand 
to complete the work of Confederation, 
which still remained to be accomplished. 
Although he did not profess to entertain 
the same confidence in the Government 
as those did who were its supporters, yet 
considering the danger that would be 
incurred at this juncture of throwing ob- 


| stacles in the wy of the admission of the 


Eastern Islands, the settlement of the 
North West troubles ana other dangers to 
whi'h the country was exposed, he could 
not look at mtters so critic ally as would 
throw the managem nt into the hands of 


| the other party. 
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Hon Mr. LEVESCONTE said they had 
just seen the salaries of the officers of 
Nova Scotia reduced cone half by a vote of 
this House. These men were not overpaid, 
and he felt that the attack was one not 
made so much at Nova Scotia directly, as 
at the Ministry through Nova Scotia. He 
was sorry that even one member from 
Nova Scotia had seen fit to support that 
motion (cries of order). He should re- 
gret to be out of order and would apolo- 
gise if he were guilty of any breach of the 
rules of the House, but he felt that had 
some of the Nova Scotin members been 
present who were not in their seats the re- 
sult of the vote would have been different: 
He regretted the effect this vote would 
have upon Nova Scotians, for it would ap- 
pear tu them when so many supporters of 
the Government voted in the way they 
had done, that there was an intention of 
striking at them on all occasions. He had 
gome here with no intention of supporting 
the Government, but had been compelled 
to do so in spite of himself from the con- 
auct of the Opposition, who had brought 
forward, on all occasions, proposals which 
it was impossible for him to support. 


Mr. CARMICHAEL had voted for the. 


amendment and had not come here to 
sanction any extravagance either in favour 
of Nova Scotia or any other Province 
¢hear, hear). From the policy of Govern- 
ment he was certain that the ohject was to 
buy up support by the purchase. 

Mr. FERGUSON rose to a point of order 
and in the confusion the words of Mr. 
armichael were inaudible. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the point of or- 
der was well taken, but the member for 
Richmond (Mr. Levesconte) hrving been 
allowed to proceed it was only fair to 
give the member for Pictou (Mr. Carmi 
chael) the opportunity of answering. 

After discussion, 


The SPEAKER decided that the point of 
order had been well taken. The member 
for Richmond (Mr. Levesconte) had been 
eilled to order, and had apologised to the 
Hfouse, but he understood had been al- 
lowed to go on. 1t was upon this the mem- 
her for Pictou was proceeding. 


Mr. CARMICHAEL said he represented 
as intelligent a community as there was 
in Nova Scotia. He was perfectly content 
to go back and bear the responsibility of 
the. vote he had given, as he felt thit he 
better represented the wishes of Nova 
Scotia than many of those who were 
taken as exponents ef the desires of the 
Province. 

Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said al- 
though he hod voted for the reduction 
proposed by the last motion, yet he was 


Hon. Mr. LeVesconte. 
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not in favour of an indiscriminate reduc- 
tion, nor would he vote against the Gov- 
ernment if it was to be taken as a vote 
of want of confidence, as he had confi- 
dence in the Government. He would, 
therefore, move as an amendment to the 
amendment, ‘‘That no public employee 
shill receive more than one salary, and 
that for the purposes of this Act the 
word ‘salary’ shall mean annual or tem- 
porary salary, emolument, fee, payment, 
compensation, or allowance of any kind 
whatsoever.’ 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
it was not anamendment, and was there- 
fore out of order. He asked the member 
for Soulanges to withdraw it, as the Gov- 
ernment desired to take a direct vote, and 
so test the opinion of the House as to the 
confidence they had in the Government. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought the time had 
arrived when the House should not be de- 
terred from taking its own course by this 
confidence game which was again tried. 
This was not a vote of want of confidence 
but a legitimate attempt to reduce expen- 
diture. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the hon. member had no right to insult the 
House by this reference to a confidence 
game. The House knew its own dignity 
and knew what was due to the constitu- 
tion and to itself. He regretted the 
member for Chateauguay had stated that 
this was not a vote of want of confidence. 
He knew that he himself did not believe 
that statement. He (Sir John) had held 
out no threats. He knew the Ministry 
were but the servants of this House and 
the moment the House declared it had no 
confidence in them, they would resign. 
If they did not, who would be so ready to 
accuse them of want of spirit as the mem- 
ber for Chateauguay, and his voice 
would ring through the House taunting 
them with clinging to the emoluments of 
office. The m tion in its very form was & 
motion of want of confidence. Why the 
Government, of which the member 
for Chateauguay was one of the 
members, did not wait for so 
direct a vote but resigned before the 
silent want of support of the House. 
Whatever he might hive thought of the 
wisdom of the proceeding, he could not — 
but admire the spirit it showed, yet in 
the face of a direct censure like this they 
are told it is not to becons.dered a vote of 
want of confidence. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds and Grenville) was 
resolved to support every attempt at 
economy. He was prepared to support the 
interests of the country, independent of 
either Government or Opposition, and 
he believed the motion of the member f 
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Soulanges to be a good one, he was pre- 
pared to support it. 

Hon. Mr. DORION hoped that they 
would not allow the doctrine laid down by 
the Minister of Justice to influence them, 
as in that case it would be impossible to 
control a single vote on the supplies, and 
they might as well dispense with the 
mockery of leaving the whole matter in 
the hands of the Government. It was the 
sacred duty of the House to watch over 
the expenditure, but if at every 
attempt to reduce it the followers of the 
Government are called on to vote it down, 
the attempt becomes useless. When in. 
augurating anew system it became the 
duty of all to keep down the expenditure, 
and believing the motion of the member 
for Soulinges to be right he would vote 
for it also. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER pointed 
out by comparison of the two motions 
that that of the member for Soulanges was 
not an amendment to the other which was 
a direct vote of want of confidence. An 
Act was passed to regulate the public ser- 
vice, and this the Government had carried 
out, and had effected reductions, The 
member for Soulanges did not appear to 
appreciate the position. Here was adirect 
vote of want of confidence, and the Gov- 
ernment could not allow any of their 
friends to extricate them from this until a 
direct vote was taken. If the second 
amendment was insisted on, then it also 
would be taken as a vote of want of confi- 
dence, as the main motion must be 
reached. The two motions had no con- 
nection, and the second was a hari out 
of order. 


Mr. MACKENZIE maintained that it was 
clearly in order. Both had reference to 
the amount of salaries. The main motion 
gave a salary of $1,000 a year to an officer 
already receiving another salary, and to 
that the motion of the member for Sou- 
langes distinctly applied. 

Mr. POPE held that it was clearly a 
vote of want of confidence, and wondered 
that the Opposition would not act cour- 
agéously and at once say so, instead of 
trying to bring it in by a side wind. The 
member for Leeds and Grenville said he 
would vote for any reduction in expendi- 
ture, while all the time he knew this was 
a mere party vote. 

‘Mr. JONES said the member for Comp- 
ton might view his acts as_ he liked, but 
it woul | be most unusual for him (Mr. Pope) 
if he gave either an independent vote, 
or made an independent speech. He had 
been a Conservative since he had come 
into the House, but when he saw the 
Conservative leaders thrown over, and the 
Government taking up with anybody that 
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would take up with them, he could not see 
it his duty to support them. He had no 
intention, however, to vote against good 
measures on either side. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that probably the 
Government felt annoyed at the previous 
vote. But he did not move this as a vote 
of want of confidence. The motion 
showed that when the House was reduc- 
ing the salaries of their servants the 
Government were raising theirs. The 
members recognized this as being wrong, 
and it was only after the cracking of the 
Ministerial whip that they could be 
brought to vote as they were told. The 
resolution pointed to a manifest case of 
injustice and without further comment 
he would leave it to speak for itself. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that he occupied 
an embarrassing position on this occasion, 
The member for Cornwall said that by 
voting for this resolution it would be a di- 
rect encouragement to a Fenian invasion, 
or d.scouragement to the islands from the 
Kast coming in, and would prevent the 
admission of the North West into the Do- 
minion. It was a most extraordinary 
speech. 


Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
had said nothing of the kind. He had 
opposed anything which at this juncture 
would turn out the present Ministry, 
when there were so many complications 
that must be settled. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said that he exactly 
confirmed his previous words. Ifhe felt 
this was a vote of want of confidence he 
would not support it, but there was much 
on the estimates which he must conscien- 
tiously oppose, and if compelled to choose 
between voting for them and the resigna- 
tion of the Ministry, he would find himself 
in a difficult position. He did not wish to 
see the Government disturbed just now, 
but he could not say he was not sorry to 
find salaries increased. He saw not merely 
salaries increased by law, but new offices 
created to which large salaries were given, 
and when rather mild expression was given 
to this state of things in the motion of the 
member for Lambton, brought forward 
without knowledge on his part, he could not 
refuse his assent toit. He did not think 
the Government ought to resign or were 
called on to resign,on such a vote, nor did 
he think the country would expect they 
should do so. On the contrary he believed 
they would shirk their duty if they did so. 
But he could not strain his conscience to 
keep them or any other men in office, by 
voting against the motion of the member 
for Lambton. 

Mr. AULT said that the increase in sal- 
aries had been denied, but he found 
that there had been a _ positive  in- 
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crease of $23,000 (no, no). He said yes, yes. | Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 
He was against high salaries although he | Macdonald (Cornwall), Macdonald Sir J A., 
had no objection to see those properly paid | (Kingston), McDonald (Lunenburg), Mc-- 
who did the work, but he did object to} Donald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), 


‘see men stopping round here at $480 a 
year doing nothing. A good book-keeper 
was often paid not more than $300 a yer, 
who required to have education, while 
here were men hanging about these doors 
who could neither read nor write, getting 
$480. There have been offices multiplied 
till it was time to stop them. 

On the question of order, 

The SPEAKER said the question is on 
the motion for granting the sum of $6,500 
for the Dominion Offices, New Brunswick, 
and Mr. Mackenzie moved that this House 
regrets that the Government should have 
deemed it necessary to increase the salar- 
ies of public officers, at a time when the 
utmost economy is absolutely necessary ; 
when there are deficits in the revenue, and 
when the House has reduced the salaries 
paid to its officers. 


This motion I must treat as a distinct 
substantive proposition. It is not offered 
in amendment to the item; the House is 
not asked to reduce or recall that vote; it 
is not proposed to refer the item back to 
Committee, but is asubstantive proposition 
and, as proposed to the House, I must 
treat it as a motion per se. Then, the mo- 
tion of the hon. member for Soulanges, 
who had moved an amendment respecting 
salaries, I think is not pertinent to the 
motion of the hon. member for Lambton, 
and I think cannot be said to be in order. 
lt seems to me to be must unreasonable, 
most illogical, that a general proposition, 
such as that of the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton, should be amendable by the proposi- 
tion of the hon. member for Soulanges. 
The latter is not inits form, proposed as 
an amendment; it isnot proposed to strike 
out certain words of the motion of the hon. 
member for Lambton, nor does it seek to 
add anything to the motion. It is a 
separate proposition, standing alone and 
quit> d stinct from the other. Therefore 
I ecide that it is not in order. 


The motion by Mr. MACKENZIE was 
then put and lost, Yeas 53, nays 92. 
Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Archambeault, 
Archibald, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, 
Bellerose, Benot, Bertrand, — Blan- 
chet, . Brown, Brousseau, Burton, 
Caldwell, Cameron, -(Inverness) Camp- 
bell, Carling, Caron, Cartier Sir 
G. E, Casault, Cayley, Chauveau, Cimon, 
Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brockville), 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, 


| Masson (Terreonne),, McDougall, (Three 


Rivers), McGreevy, McMillan, Merritt, 
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe, O’Con- 
nor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, 
Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Cham- 
plain), Ross (Dundas), Ross (Victoria, 
N. 8), Ryan (K ng’s N. B.), Savary, Simp- 
son, Sproat, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, 
Tremblay, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, Wilson, 
Workman, Wright (Ottawa County),—92. 

Yuas.—Messrs. Anglin, Ault, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, 
Carmichael, Cartwright, Cheval, Connell, 
Coupal, Dorion, Ferris, Fortier, Geoffrion, 
Godin, Hagar, Holton, Hutchison, Joly, 
Jones (Leedsand Grenville), Kempt, 
Macdonald (Glengarry), MacFarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, McCallum, McConkey, McDougall 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morison (Victoria O.), Oliver, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pickard, Pozer, Redford, Ross, 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington C. R.), 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Scriver, Snider, Stir- 
ton, Thompson (Haldimind), Wallace, 
Wells, Whitehead, Wright (York Ontario 
W. RB.) and Young—d3. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the honour- 
able gentleman had denied that any of the 
oflicers had received any increase of salary. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
never said anything of the kind. 


Mr. MACKENZIE--Then you admit 
that there was an enormous increase (no, no 
and laughter). They knew that there was 
a large increase, but the House had no 
idea of the outside service, and not one 
word of explanation had been given res- 
pecting any details. He wondered if the 
House would put up with such insulting 
treatment. While the House was eng:ged 
cutting down salaries, even at the expense 
of old and valued servants, Government 
seemed determined to increase them in all 
directions. In Nova Scotia they had 
created what were called Dominion offices 
apparently for the benefit of their own 
friends. He had suggested that the 
House should express its opinion on that 
subject, but it had declined, and he would 
now only point out the recklessness and 
extravagince that characterized the Ad- 
ministration. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
hon. gentleman dealt, as he usually did, 
in exaggerated statements. He (Sir Francis) 
never said that no officer had received an 
increase to his salary. A direct vote being 
brought, he did not think that at the time 


Hincks, Sir F., Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hur-! and under the cireumstances any explana- 


don, Irvine, 


Mr. Ault. 


Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, | tion was due to the hon. gentleman. He 
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had stated that there was a deficit in the | opponent of Confederation and who gloried 
revenue, but that he (Sir Francis) denied. | in it, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Order. 


The SPEAKER ruled that the remarks 
were out of order, as this was a discussion 
of what had just taken place. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS would sub- 
mit to the ruling. But w.th regard to ex- 
travagance he could only say thit the ex- 
penditure this year in the Departments 
was $515,000 as against $554,000, and one 
item, in connection with the Militia, 
of $8,430, was transferred to _ these, 
making an aggregate saving of $47,805. 
The expenditure under the head of con- 
tingencies had been explained over and 
over again. A greit number of clerks 
were piid out of this who were not on the 
permanent staff, but they were now all put 
under some department and no longer 
paid out of contingencies. There will un- 
avoidably be an increase even with the 
greatest economy. Young men nuw enter 
at $300 a year and ina few years their 
salaries must naturally increase as they 
become more useful. But it was altogether 
incorrect to say there was an increase 
either in the staff or in salaries. The sug- 
gestions of the Commiss.oners appo.nted 
to consider this subject were now in the 
hands of the Government, and would be 
acted upon. 


_ Hon. Dr. TUPPER said if any one sup- 
posed there had been an increase in the 
salaries or officers in Nova Scotia he was 
entirely mistaken. The number in fact 
had been decreased, and the amount paid 
was less, by the present estimate, than it 
had been before. He did not intend to 
go into the question of reducing the ex- 
penditure of Nova Scotia to the same 
amount as that in New Brunswick. But 
there was no man who would not say that 
such a principle was vicious in itself and 
liable to lead to mischievous consequences. 
Nova Scotia was larger than New Bruns- 
wick. It had a larger population and a 
much larger coast line, and by the policy 
proposed there would be a loss to the 
country ten times greater than the saving 
effected. He was not sorry to see the gen- 
tlemen opposite, who were opposed to the 
Government, take the course they had 
done. Asa friend of the Government he 
must rejoice to see them adopting a policy 
that compelled every man from Nova 
Scotia to join in a solid plalanx, as he be- 
lieved that power should not be transferred 
to those who hid adopted a platform 
inimical to the best interests of Nova 
Scotia. He was not sorry to see the course 
taken by the member for Pictou. He was 
not merely here as an opponent of this 
Government, but as an open and avowed 


Mr. PICKARD called the member to 
order. He was not speaking to the ques- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER said that the remarks 
might in some way have a bearing on the 
question, but he failed to see that the 


speech had anything to do with the 
motion. ; 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the whole 


speech referred to a past debate, and to 
the conduct of the member for Pictou in 
counection with 1t. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was dealing 
with the question now before the House as 
to the payment of asum of money for ser- 


-vice in New Brunswick (Cries of order, and 


some confusion). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the honourable 
member was out of order in seeking to 
evade the rules of the Huuse. 

The SPEAKER said he was clearly out 
of order. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he hoped the 
member for Pictou would not deal with 
the question now before the House to 
create confusion. An avowed annexa- 
tionist as he was, he hoped he would not 
vote on this question so as to breed con- 
fusion. He hoped no member from Nova 
Scotia would approach the question in a 
narrow spirit of antagonism to New Bruns- , 
wick, and trusted they would not deal 
with the small Province of New Bruns- 
wick in such a manner as to prepare a rod 
for their own backs. The Province of 
Nova Scotia was larger than New Bruns- 
wick, yet there was a sum of $6,600 paid 
for the administration of Justice there. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said there was no 
rule more clearly laid down than that they 
must address themselves to the vote be- 
fore them in the estimates, neither going 
back to items already disposed of, nor 
going furward to those not yet before 
them. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was not re- 
ferring to any item in the estimates, but 
an item in the Statute Book. He thought 
the member for Chateaugay should not 
raise as points of order objevtions which he 
knew were not points of order. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON called to order. 

The SPEAKER said it was unparliament- 
ary to impute motives to any member. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was not im- 
puting motives. 

It being six o'clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER resumed the debate. 
He said that when the Dominion oftices 
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had been reorganized in Noya Scotia it be- | but were specific against the Maritime 


came necessary to appoint an Auditor and | 


a Paymaster, charged with the payment of 


large sums of money. Itwas as respon- 
sible an office as that in any bank, and re- 
quired to be paid witha respectable sal- 
ary so as to secure the services of a re- 
sponsible man. The Government, however, 
anxious for economy, did not desire, 
and he was sure no one in the House de- 
sired to see such an office filled by any 


one but a man of some position, and | 
$1,600 a year for these offices was 
not too much for men who must 


necessarily fill a respectable position in 
the country. ‘The Governor in Council had 
fixed the salary at that amount, and a 
gentleman of position was induced to give 
up his business on the promise that he 
would receive that salary. The sum was 
originally $1,200 because he was acting as 
clerk to the acting paymaster, a gentle- 
man who had been sent from Ottawa, but 
he had only taken it on the promise of ad- 
vancement. No one who knew the cost of 
living at Halifax could say that such an 
important oflice could be filled for less 
than $1,600, and he asked if it was wise to 
give sucha position ata small salary, to 
compel its occupant to resort to other 
means to make up an income. But he 
maintained the number of officers had been 
Jessened, and the amount of salaries re- 
duced. 


Hon. Mr HOLTON asked since when? 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER.—Since last} year. 
He thought it was right to point out where 
there was a misappreh:nsion. A year ago 
the clerk was paid $750—he was struck 


off; one messenger in the Marine and | 


Fisherles Department had been dismissed. 
Two officers struck off without warning. 
Only yesterdxry he had applied for an ap- 
pointment, for a young man, in the Militia 
Department at Halifax, in room ofone who 
had resigned, and was told by the Minister 
of Militia that it was intended to abolish 
the office. The office of Assistant Emigra- 
tion Agent had been also abolished, mak- 
ing four offices in Halifax, the salaries of 
which were saved. He had no hesitation 
in saying that, regarded from the standard 
of expenditure in other Provinces, the 
Ministry were not only economical, but 
penurious in Nova Scotia. It was unfortu- 
nate that the member for Lambton should 
have directed his attacks on Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said his remarks were 
directed against all the Government offices 
everywhere, and not merely against 
those of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


Hon. Dr .TUPPER said the charges were 
ofa very general nature against Ontario, 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 


Provinces. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said he was forced to 
wait till the particular items came up. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said he was as 
anxious for economy as any one, but he 
was prepared to show that Nova Scotia had 
been treated parsimoniously. He was 
prepared to sustain any persun maintaining 
economy consistent w.th efficicney, but in 
reference to those comparatively piltry 
sums, he thought it was not worthy of the 
great Reform party to strike down the 
small offices in the smaller Provinces, while 
they had abundant opportunity in the larger 
Province of Ontario to do so, beside which 
the sums.spent in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick sink into insign ficance. He 
was prepared to shuw thit the provision 
for New Brunswick was not too large for 
the nesessities of the service, and although 
alarger sum was given for the Adminis- 
tration of justice in New Brunswick than 
in Nova Scotia, yet he was not prepared to 
vote agiinst that, but to treat every item 
on its own merits. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he did not ob- 
ject so much to the vote for New Bruns- 
wick, although he thought there ought to 
be more economy shown, but he protest- 
ed against the monstrous doctrine laid 
down, that all who advocated economy 
were anxious to do away with the rights 
of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.  Be- 
cause he happened to represent a county 


in Lower Canada, and the member for . 


Lambton represented another in Ontario, 
were they, therefore, to be exposed to that 
charge. The very propounding of such a 
doctrine threw a light on what had been 
mysterious in Provincial politics. It was 
inexplicable how one who had wielded 
such power as to command two-thirds of 
the votes in that House, could have come 
here, by the voice of a mere narrow 
majority and reduced to having a party of 
one—himself. This monstrous doctrine 
solved the question. The theory is obvious 
enough, and he happened to be the leader 
of a proud, intelligent and virtuous people 
whom he ‘attempted to lead to the sham- 
bles, his theory being that they could not 
be kept in the Dominion except by living 
on the Dominion, and by being bought 
over. He did not assume the champion- 
ship of Nova Scot.a, but it must be humil- 
iating to the members from that Province 
who were here, and the venerable gentle- 
man now on the Treasury benches must 
have been pained to hear such utterances 
from one who had_ been his official leader. 
A more degrading doctrine had never been 
uttered on the floor ofa British Parliament 
(hear, hear). 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said the larger sum re- 
quired by Nova Scotia than New 
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Brunswick was because of the 
larger’ population and larger sea 
coast in Nova Scotia. Some events 


had happened in the past two weeks which 
would draw more from Nova Scotia than 
she would spend alone in fifty years, and 
he did not think the pecuniary position of 
Nova Scotia had been improved. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said the sentiments 
expressed by the member for Cumberland 
were disgraceful, and an insult to the hon- 
our of the Lower Provinces. He hoped the 
policy of cutting down salaries wou'd also 
be extended to the Provinces of Quebec 
and Ontario, it being understood that all 
officers should receive full remuneration 
for their services. He said that the man- 
ner in which the motion of the hon, mem- 
ber for Lambton had been received was 
that a vote in opposition to any item in 
the estimates was a vote of want of 
confidence, and suggested to _ the 
Finance minister that he might save a 
great deal of valuable time by asking con- 
currence in the whole of the items en 0 oc. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
wished to speak to the motion of concur- 
rence now submitted, and would not pre- 
tend to allude to any previous debate, or 
to any previous decision ef the House, but 
on the question of expenditure; and asa 
matter of course, every one of these reso- 
lutions was a question of expenditure, of 
ways and means, to meet the expendi- 
ture, and every question connected with 
expenditure in whole, or in part, with the 
operations of the public exchequer. Now, 
Government thought they were right in 
proposing the resolution now submitted to 
the House for coacurrence. And why? 
Because as a matter of course, they, as a 
Government were responsible to tind the 
ways and means to pay the amount now 
submitted, or any amount which mny be 
hereafter submitted to a vote of this 
House. It could not be said, as it had 
been again and again, that there was a cle- 
ficit in the financial operations of the Goy- 
ernment during the last year. It had been 
stated in the House and outside of the 
House, that there was a deficit; but this 
was not a true representation of the state 
of the finances. He hada right to state 
this proposition, because Government were 
submitting for the adoption of the House 
a series of resolutions, in order to be au- 
thorized to pay certain expenses of the 
country, and for which it was necessary to 
obtain the sanction of the House, and he 
intended to show that the Government in- 
tended to pay every one of these items, 
and particularly the one now under dis- 
cussion. What was the result of the re- 
ceipts and expenditure of the last finan- 
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there was, as could be shown by the pub- 
lic accounts, a gross surplus of $396,000; 
from customs, $268,000, and from miscel- 
laneous, $128,000; and when the loss on 
excise was deducted, there was a net sur- 
plus last year of $210,258. Though he 
had no right to speak retrospectively, he 
could speak prospectively, so that any 
member would not have an incorrect idea 
as to the revenue and expenditure. The 
final result, according to the public ac. 
counts, wis that the actual revenue was 
$13,934,000, and expenditure $13,973 000, 
leaving an apparent deficit of $39,000: 
but there was for Intercolonial Rnuilway 
construction, $551,886, and deducting from 
that $177,000 for manrgement, it leaves 
for last year asurplus of $380,441. Now, 
in Connection with this resolution, 
because it was a part of the whole 
expenditure connected with the civil 
service, and it might be asserted in this 
House that the Government in complying 
with the provisions of the law, regulating 
the expenditure of the civil service did 
not take into consideration the great 
question of economy. He must say to his 
hon. friend, the member for Gloucester, 
that with regard to this, there was no log 
rolling. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said he merely ap- 
plied that term to the proposition of the 
hon. member for Cumberland with regard 
to payments made by the Dominion to 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
then the question was between the two 
hon. members. No such thing as log 
rolling ever entered the minds of any 
member of the Government ; when recom- 
mending expenditure in any of the 
Provinces, they recommended it in view 
of the necessity of the public service. If 
larger expenditure be required in Nova 
Scotia than any other place, the Govern- 
ment did not mind if that Province, 
though not the most numerous in popu- 
lation, should appear to receive a larger 
expenditure of public money than any 
other Province. These small ideas of log 
rolling never entered the minds of any of 
his colle:gues. The hon. mem'er must 
have taken that idea from a too close 
reading of the newspapers of the United 
States where log rollng was very com- 
mon, and of which an instance was fur- 
nished in connection with the amended 
charter for New York. A deputation had 
left New York on Saturday for Albany, 
and on Monday the amended charter was 
prssed. This operation might take plice 
in the United States, but in Canada there 
was nothing of thot kind (hear). Thank 
God, we were above all that (hear). But 


cial year. Instead of there being a deficit, | it might be said the Government had not 
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acted with due regird to economy. He 
challenged the objection of any hon. mem- 
ber to the statement that there wasa 
saving of several thousand pounds _ be- 
twe, n the expenditure of the civil service 
of the l:st year, compared with the one 
for which Governm nt were now asking an 
appropriation. Now he would like to see 
the hon. member for Stormont addressing 
his intelligent constituents and taking up 
the estimites. He might say he could not 
seehow it could be denied that there was 
an increase in expenditure over last year. 
Taking, for instance, the Militia Depart- 
ment, he would find a slight increase in 
the civil branch, but that was caused by 
the transfer of the medical branch, which 
hid previously been in the military branch. 
There was a large diminution im the ex- 
penditure for the civil service this year, 
as compared with the previous year. The 
civil service for the year 1869-70, cost 
$554,985; and Government were now 
asking an aggregate sum of &%515,- 
609; making a diminution of $39,375 for 
the present year. It must be borne in 
mind, that last yeir the medical branch of 
the Militia D. partment was not included, 
and consequently to the saving of this 
year, there ought to. be added $8,430, the 
cost of the medical branch. ma- 
king asaving this year of $47,805. He 
adm tted they had increased the Salaries of 
certain officers, because there hd beena 
law piss.d by the Parliament of Canada, 
not only authorizing the Government to 
doso but enacting that it must be done 
for certain employees. Government 
had comphed with that law and had clas- 
siied the employees and given the neces- 
sary increise. He wished to know if the 
Government were economising or not. 
They were actually asking €47, 805 less 
this year than list, though they had nine- 
ty more employees than last year (hear). 
it would be asked by what leger demain was 
this wonderful performance carried on. 
Some persons would naturally say it was im- 
possible (hear, laughter). ‘The vicious sys- 


_ tem of hiving temporary employees which 


hid prevailed for many years, even during 
the administration of his hon. friend the 
member for Chateauguay, and by which 


m.n though not in the regular service | 
employed for ten or twelve | 
years, had been abolished, and all whose | 


had been 


services were required for the public ser- 
vice had to go upon the lists. Since the pas- 
sage of the Act requiring this to be done, 
there had not been a single increase in the 
number of employees. Coming to the 
question of contingencies in 1869 and 1870 
they amounted to $216,000, and Govern- 
ment were now asking for 1870 and 
1871, $150,000. In the item of sta- 
tionary they had made immense economy, 


Hon. Sir Geo. E. Cartier. . 


[COMMONS] 


‘ 


| 
| 
i 


Bill. 1144 


they no longer allowed every body to run 
anaccount there, and no longer paid 150 
per cent. more than the articles were 
worth, but the Government imported the 
stationary and furnished it to the Depart- 
ment, which was charged with the amount 
furnished and the consequence was that 
there was a saving in stitionary, of at least 
190 per cent., and this item for stationary, 
and the saving in Contingencies would be 


$51,000. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The hon. gentle- 
manis surely inerror in the statement he 
has just now made with regard to the 
saving in the Contingencies. He (Mr. 
Holton) found from the public accounts 
he held in his hand, that for the Financial 
year, ending 30th June last, the whole ex- 
penses of Contingencies including Domini- 
on offices in New Brunswick and Nova 
Scotia was $148,000, they eftected a saving 
on last year’s appropriation, (hear). 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
would not go into the details of the 
different items, but he had said there was 
a saving of $47,000 in the whole Civil ser- 
vice, and $51,000 in Contingencies, which 
would stand against an excess of salaries 
of $3,694. The salaries for 1870 and 
1871, amounted to $350,608, less salaries 
transferred from the Militia, because there 
was a transfer to the Department, making 
€342,178, which the Government asked for 
in 1870-71, while in 1869-70 the amount 


paid in salaries was $308,485. His hon. 
friend, the member for Chateauguay 
had alluded to the hon, member for 


Cumberland in a manner unworthy of 
him and unbecoming to him. He alluded 
to him as having formerly occupied a 
high place in the feelings of the people of 
Nova Scotia, and then he contrasted that 
position with his present one, of having 
after the last general elections only a pal- 
try minority. He (Sir George) thought 
the hon. member for Chateauguay was the 
last man in the House to make such an 
allusion. He admitted the hon member 
for Cumberland had been placed in an 
awkward positon atthe last general elec- 
tion, but he had since received the con- 
fidence of his people, and he [Sir George] 
would ask the hon member for Chateau- 
guay if he had ever been in the position 
to say he commanded the confidence of 
the people of Lower Canada. He never 
had that confidence and he knew it, and 
he [Sir George E.] hop:d after this discus- 
sion his hon friend would be a little more 
generous, and when he is himself inhabit- 


ing a glass house, he will notallude to the 


kind of palaces inhabited by his neigh- 
bours. An-argument hid been made use of 
in this discussion, respecting the expen- 


diture of Dominion money in Nova Scotia, 
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that it was unjust to the other Provinces. ; regard to the Civil Service of 1868 69, and 


He was delighted with the prosperity of On- 
tario and Quebec, but hon members should 
look at the tables of imports and exports, 
and see what amount of Customs duties 
were collected in the different Provinces, 
what would be found with regard to Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick. ‘These Proy- 
ances had been frequently taunted with 
being small and contributing nothing to 
the public exchequer. Now with regard 
to the Customs duties, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick gave more in proporti.n to 
population, than Ontario and Quebec 
[hear. ] 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Who taunted them? 

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
like to answer such a question, he could 
not allude to a past debate, though he 
would like to [laughter]. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentleman 
cannot do it. He has alluded to a past 
debate already, and he [Mr. Mackenzie] 
challenged him to state who made such 
an assertion [hear]. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did not 
desire to raise a question of order, but the 
charge had been frequently made that 
Nova Scotia had received a solatium in 
order to keep her in Confederation. Last 
year the Customs receipts from Nova Sco- 
tia were $1,076,000, and from New Bruns- 
wick $899,000 or in round numbers Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick contributed to 
the tune of nearly two millions of dollars. 
The population of New Brunswick is hardly 
300,000, and of Nova Scotia about 400,000 : 
or both of them 700,000 inabitints, and 
they contributed two millions, le wing for 
Ontario and Quebec, $6,300,000. Ontario 


should produce according to its pop- 
ulation, in order to be on _ the! 
same footing as Nova Scotia and 


New Brunswick very nearly. $5,600,000 of 
Custom duty. It should be borne in mind 
that the people of a country having a 
large foreign shipping commerce, paid 
more in proportion to its inhabitants than 
an agricultural country. He must admit, 
with regard to the excise, there must be 
more whiskey drank in Upper Canada in 
proportion than in Nova Scotia, but they 
would not bring that as a grudge against 


their friends below (laughter). He thought | 
he had proved that the Government had | 


considered and carried into effect an 
economical system, and that hereafter no 
member of this House would be ahie to 
say that the Government was not imbued 


with a determination to bring about such | 


an economicil system of administration as 
would be desired by any of their friends 
(hear, hear). 

Mr. YOUNG said he entirely differ: 
ed with the Hon. Minister of Militia with 


insteid of their being a surplus over the 
ordiniry expenditure, there was a very 
serious deficit. It was very easy to showa 
surplus on paper, but when the tigures sent 
down came to be analyzed, 1t was quite 
clear there was a serious deficit instead of 
asurplus. In 1868 69 the total amount of 
revenue received by Government wis 
$14 485,139, but the Government had in- 
cluded in the receipts at least two items 
which could not be properly called ordi- 
nary revenue—the premiunis on discounts 
and the amount received from the Great 
Western Rulway. If premiums on dis- 
counts were to be considered ordinary 
revenue we had only to go on increasing 
our indebtedness, and our receipts wll 
swell to an enormous amount. ‘The pre- 
miums received for d.scounts and exchange 
should not be counted as revenue. When 
the $510,453 received from the Great 
Western Railway, he knew perfectly well 
it was put aside expressly by the late Min- 
ister of Fiance (Mr. Rose) to recoup the 
Intercolonial Railway lan, and Mr. Rose 
had said last session that he did not look 
upon this Great Western money as ordi- 
nary revenue, but that he kept it for re- 
couping the Intercolonial loan, but now 
he (Mr. Young) found it came into the 
ordinary revenue of 1868-69. Now, de- 
ducting these two items, with the item of 
investment $55,000, there would be the 
sum of $1,174,278 to deduct from the total 
amount of revenue or receipts from 1868- 
69, reducing the ordinary revenue to 
$13,310,861. The total amount of expen- | 
diture for that yew was $14,144,049, but 

here they have left out a very large item— 
the expenditure upon public works—which 
ought to be under the heid of ordinary 
expenditure. This amounted to no less 
than $555,189. It was cliimed that this 
amount should not be counted as ord nary 
expenditure and that large portion of it 
was on capital account. He (Mr. Young] 
had taken the trouble to go over all these 
items and had tiken out all the items 
which he thought should properly be 
charged to cipital account, and he found . 
that only $97,489 should be charged to 
capital account, though some hon. mem)er 
considered a much larger amount 
than this ought to have b en charged. 
There was the sum of $29,232 to add 
to ordinary expenditure, making tho 
total ordinary expenditure for 1868-69 
$14,173,271, the net revenue was $13,310,- 
861, showing a deficit of $862,410, instead 
of the surplus claimed by the Minister of 
Militia. ‘The result of the present years 
operations would, he anticipated, shew a 
deficit, and to make this up the Govern- 
ment were resorting to increase taxation, 
by wh.ch they would raise over a million 
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of dollars. He believed if Government had 
exercised a proper prudence in expindi- 
ture there would have been no necessity 
for increasing the taxation of the country. 
He did not think the financial condition of 
the country was satisfactory at present, 
nor did he feel hopeful looking forward to 
the time to come. 

On item $1,300,000 for opening commu- 
nication with, establishing Government in, 
and providing for settlement of North 
West Territory, 

Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved in 
amendment that the followng words be 
added thereto—*‘ Provided no portion of 
the said sum cr of the Dominion Funds, 
shall be expended in employing troops or 
the Militia of the Dominion for the pur- 
pose of regaining by force o; arms the 
possession of said anthority, nor until the 
pe.ceful possession of the same shall have 
been secured to this Dominion according 
to, and under the terms of the agreement 
entered into between the Imperial author- 
ities and the Government of Canada.”’ 


He thought that if troops were sent up 
there, it would result in a war between 
Catholics and Protestants (hear); a war of 
races and nations, and it wuuld also end in 
a war with the United States. He there- 
fore trusted that peaceful means would be 
taken to obt#in possession of that cuuntry. 
He cons.dered it was the duty of the In- 
perial Government to give us peace.ul pos- 
session of that country. If they did so he 
was willing for one to shoulder his gun and 
defend the Brit.sh fiag in that country as 
well as he wou!d defend it in this country. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
hon. member was not consistent, as his mo- 
tion meant one thing and his werds another. 
This was tov important a question brought 
at on aside issue, and he would call the 
attention of the Mouse to the consequences 
involved in this resolution. The hon. gen- 
tleman refused to withdraw his resolution, 
and accept the pledge of the Hon. Minister 
of Militia. He moved the adjournment of 
the debate. 

Mr. MACKENZIE did not intend to 
object to the course taken by the Hon. 
Minister of Justice, wh.ch was perhaps the 
best course that could Le taken, but he 
had asked the Government if they had 
adopted some vigorous policy that would 
commend itself to the House and country. 
He confessed he was piinfully impressed 
by the disagreeable feeling he found sur- 
rounding him in connection with this mat- 
ter, and if the Governm nt were not pre. 
pared to bring us any documents or give 
any information in this matter, he had 
certainly intended to call the attention of 
the House to the position the Government 
occupied with reference to this territory, 


Mr. Young. 
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when this moticn came up. The hon. gentle- 
man who had moved this resolution had said 
that order should not be restored in that 
territory by force, but it must be restored 
by force for there was a violation of the 
law and the taking of humen life. Justice 
must be vindicated and the majesty of 
the British law upheld or the country 
would hold the Government responsible 
(hear.) 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD depre- 
cated any discussion. The Government 
realized the profits of the occasion and 
would take every step with the greatest 
care. Before this motion came up for dis- 
cussion his hon. fr.end would find a policy 
disclosed by Government which he (Sir John. 
believed would be satisfactory to a ma- 
jority of the House and satisfactory to a 
majority of those members who usually 
supported the present Government. 
[ Hear. ] 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the policy 
of the Government would be indicatcd be- 
fore the close of the debate on the present 
motion. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD could 
not pledge himself to any time, because 
what might be politic to-day might be im- 
politic to-morrow, but at an early day 
Government would be able to bring down. 
their policy ab initio. [Hear.] 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought they ought 
to have the assurance that Government 
would take the advice of Parliament on the 
whole matter. 


Hon. Sir JOUN A. MACDONALD—Most 
assuredly. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Cer- 
tainly. [Hear.] 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if Parliament 
was to prorogue without this matter being 
brought before it, the whole responsibility 
would rest with Government: He thought 
we had drifted blindly long enough in con- 
nection w.th this affir. Government must 
take the initiative in submitting a policy 
to Parliament, but Parliament must ‘take 
the responsivility. This was a very grave 
subject. and with the assurance that the 
voice of Parliament was to be taken he 
was quite content to leave the matter in 
the hands of the Government. [Hear.] 


After some remarks from Mr. FERGU- 
SON the debate was adjourned. 


Bill. 


PENITENTIARY, KINGSTON. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that he hed inserted the same salary for 
certain officers as were reduced by the 
House last year, because th:y desired’ the 
calm, careful consideration of the decision 
then arrived at. He had done this with 
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regard to the Warden’s salary because on 
the late Warden, Mr. Macdonell’s, resig- 
nation, he/had very strongly urged the ap- 
pointment on, Mr. Ferres, and promised 
him as an inducement. his salary should 
be made $2,600 the same as the Deputy 
Heads of Departments. It was with sad- 
mess that he announced the death of Mr. 
Ferres, which took place to-day. 

After’ some discussion with regard to 
other salirics and expenditure, the item 
was passe}. 

The item $2,400 for the improvement of 
the River Thames was passed. 

The item for printing was struck out 
with the understanding that it should be 
considered as supplementary estimates. 

The Committee then rose and reported 
progress. 

The remaining items were then con- 
currcd in. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that when the House adjourned on Friday 
it stand adjourned till Saturday at seven 
o’closk and sit till twelve. 


The House adjourned at two o’clock. 


Routine 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 22, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock, and after ordinary routine, 


The Bill to remove certain restrictions 
respecting the issue of notes by Banks in 
Nova Scotia was read a third time and 
finally passed. 

Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented a report 
from the Joint Committee on Printing, 
‘owhich was ordered for consideration on 
Friday next. . 

The House then adjourned until Mon- 
“day at 3 o'clock, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 22, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o’clock. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU presented the report 
of the Printing Committee. 
ey: SUPPLY. | 
- Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved con: 


currence in the Report of the Committee 
of Supply. 


[APRIL 22, 1870.] 
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Item on Harbours and Piers concurred 
in after explanation from Hon. Mr. LAN- 
GEVIN, already given, and now repeated 
for the satisfaction of members not present 
on the first occasion. . 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
House into Committee on the Bill to amend 
the Act respecting the Department of 
Finance. 

Various items passed. 


Business. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 


The House in Committee. To consider 
an amendment to the Bill respecting this 
Department, 


Hon. Mr. CARLING in the chair. 

‘Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that the additional clause was to provide 
that Mr. Dickinson retain his title and 
emoluments during the time he remained 
in the service of the Government, 

Committee rose and reported. 


The Bill with amendment was read a 
third.time and passed. 


INTEREST BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of a Bill respecting In- 
terest. The resolutions had been very 
fully discussed in Committee, and it was 
only necessary to say that the Bill was 
founded on them. He was aware that 
many thought the Bill went too far in 
one way, and others in another. The Bill 
was &@ measure of compromise. It would 
not commend itself tothe extreme advo- 
cates of either doctrine ; but he hoped that 
it would meet with the support of the m3- 
jority of the House. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he looked upon 
that Bill as one that was wholly uncalled 
for, and one that would have an evil effect 
on the trade of the country. Anything 
looking towards an imposition of: restric- 
tive laws on a legitimate object: of com- 
merce, must necessarily retard, more or 
less, the prosperity of the country. They 
had ample experience to guide them in 
coming to that conclusion. Since the ab- 
rogation of the Usury Laws, in force many 
years ago in Canada, the Provinces—On- 
tario in particular—had enjoyed an un- 
usual degree of prosperity, and a larger 
amount of capital was now available than 
at any former period, and consequently 
money was much cheaper than under the 
old system. He felt that fora Legislature 
ofthe present period of the world’s history 
to imagine that they could cheapen money 
by merely enacting that money. should 
be worth only so much, was’ going a long 
way backwards. They could not fix the 
price of any commodity by an arbitrary 
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enactment. They might as well attempt 


to tix the price of wheat or bread as that | 


of mon»y. The price of money would be 
regulated by supply and demand. In the 
neighbouring States, where they hid a 
Usury Liw nominilly in force, but really 
obsolete, the law was systematically 
evaded; and in the money muirket in 
New York, money comm:nded as much 
sometimes as 10 and 12 per cent., and at 
other times was reduced t» 3, 4, 5, and 6 
per cent. per annum, according to demand. 
Believing that would be the case not- 
withstanding the passage of any Act of 
that Legislature, believing that plicing a 
law on the Statute Book thit would be 
practically violated, was to encourage im- 
morality, he iwas wholly opposed to the 
prssing of such an enactment. It was 
needless to discuss the principle further 
than to state what he believed would be 
the generil working of that Bill. He 
was determined to test the feeling of 
the House by a direct vote against the 
imposition of such an arbitriry enact- 
ment. He would therefore move, sec- 
oadel by the Hon. Mr. Holton, that the 
Bill be read a second time that day six 
months. 

Mr. BE. M. McDONALD (Lunenberg) said 
he did not wholly approve of the Bill as 
it stood, but yet he did not propose to 
vote for the 


[COMMONS.] 


Limbton; he desirel to hive the Bill go, 
into C mmittee in order to hive it im- | 


provel. The Hon. Finwce Mnister, he 
thought, would tind that however -he 
might theorise about frse trade in money, 
as »ppliel to the business of some purts 
of th» country, it would be pro luctive 
of grevt hirdship. He spoke only for the 
Province of which he wis a member, 
where he must say it would operate with 
extreme hardship. At present no more in- 
terest was chuged there thin six per 
cent.; shoull the Bill now proposed pass, 
its effect would be to n-rease the rate at 
once to eight percent. The practical ef- 
fect would be thit in less than two years 
it would add thirty three per cent. to the 
indebtedness of the Province. Every 
mortgige would be foreclosed, or would 
be renewed at the higher rate of in 
terest. This was aresult whivh, as one 
of the representatives of the Province, he 
wis very unwilling to see brought about. 
The present state of the liw there was 
rather anom:lous. Private pirties could 
only charge six per cent., while Binks 
could chirge seven percent. He intended 
to move in Committee an amendment 
to remove this anomily, and plice Binks 
and private in lividuals on the sume foot- 
ing. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT objected to the 
principle of the Bill, and pointed out that 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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it made no distinction between contracts 
affecting real estate and commerci.l trans- 
actions. He entered his protest against 
legislation which attempt d to impose 
these restrictions on commercial transac- 
tions, and drove great commerci1l institu- 
tions into a system which could not result 
but in gre rt loss and diffi-ulty. He hoped 
that amendments with this vi-w would be 
intro luced in Committ e. There was no 
greiter proof of the idleness or reckless- 
ness of the introduction of thit Bill than 
the fact thit there have been no petitions 
presented in its favour. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER believed in Free 
Trade in money ; but in Nova Scot.a they 
had a most rigid Usury Law which obtained 
the support of the people of that Pro- 
vince. He did not believe the Bill to be 
sound in principle, and he should be 
voting in accordince with his principles 
if he voted for the amendment; but not 
in accordance with the views of the great 
body of Nova Scotia. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN—Yes, you would be 
(hear). 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER did not think that 
Ontario should be called upon to accept 
a system against her views, and the change 
in system would be followed with mis- 
chievous results in Nova Scotia. With 


motion of the member for | t20se views, and in the absence of satisfac- 


tory explanations, he should be compelled 
to vote for the amen|iment, feeling d.s- 
posed to allow legislation to continue in 
its present state. 


Hon, Mr. ANGLIN said the effect of 
the Bill in Nova Scotia would be to put 
money up to 8 per cent., instead of the 
present 6 percent. He was in fivour of 
uniformity where it could be obtained 
without injurious results to the Dominion, 
but that would be the case if the present 
proposals were adopted. If it was abso- 
lutely necessiry thit there should be a 
general law introduced, he should be in 
favour of the free trade system. The 
present Bill had been frime in accordance 
with the views of the majority of the people 
of Quebec. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—With 
the mj rity of Oatario as well as Quebec 
(loud cries of ‘ No’). 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN thought that the best 
course was to leave each Provinze to con- 


tinue that system which it believed the 


best. 


Non. Mr. ARCHIBALD said there was no 
desire to rdopt the free trae principles in 
money inNova Scotia. They were satisfied 
with the sysiem at present existing. The 
Bill w uld add one-third to the inlebted- 
ness of Nova Scotia. He agreed that it 
would be better to leave this question 
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‘alone, and allow each Province to settle it 
for itself. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said it was a pity when 
three of the Provinces were. satisfied with 
their laws as they now stand, that there 
should be any attempt to chan gethem. It 
was most surprising to see the Government 
declaring themselves in favour of free 
trade in money, and at the same time sup- 
porting the Bill. Why could not the rate 
be left as it was in each of the Provinces. 
If every commercial man in the House who 
had spoken, was opposed to a restriction 
in the rate of interest ; if every Province 
was satisfied with the existing law—if even 
Quebec, according to the Minister of Mili- 
tia, was satisfied —w hy in the name of 
Heaven should this House sit down and 
alter the law. 


Interest [APRIL 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER main- | 


tained that there were several members in 
Ontario who favoured the fixed rate. 


Mr. GIBBS said the feeling in Ontario was 
strongly in favour of allowing the people 
to fix the rate as they chose. If a legal 
rate were fixed, it would be evaded uni- 
versally. 

The division was then taken, and re- 
sulted as follows, yeas 65, nays 80. 


-Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bowman, Bown, Burton, Caldwell, 
Cameron [Huron], Cameron [Inverness], 
Cameron [Peel], Carling, Carmichael, Cart- 
wright, Colby, Connel, Currier, Dobbie, 
Gibbs, Grant, Hagar, Holton, Hutchinson, 
Jackson, Kempt, Lawson, Le. Vesconte, 
Macdonald [Glengarry], McDonald [Mid- 
dlesex], MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall [Renfrew], Mc.- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, Mc.- 
Monies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, 
[ Victoria, O.], Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, 
O’Connor, Oliver, Pope, Ray, Redford, 
Ross [Victoria, N. §.], Ross [Wellington, 
C. R.J, Scatcherd, Snider. Sproat, Stephen- 
son, Stirton, Tupper, Webb, Wells, 
Whitehe: ad, Willson, Wood, Workman, 
Wright [Ottawa County], Wright rYork, 
Ontario, W. R.] and Young.—65. 


Bis) yuan Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Ault, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brous. 
seau, Brown, Burpee, Campbell, Caron, 
Cartier, Sir Geor ge E., Casault, Cayley, 
Chauveau, Cheval, “Cimon, Costigan, Coupal, 
Daoust, Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gau- 
det, Geoffrion, Gendron, ’Godin, Grover, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
Irvine, ’ Joly, Keeler, Langevin, "Langlois, 
Lapum, Macdonald [Cornwall], Macdonald) 
Sir J. A, [Kingston], McDonald [Lunen: 
burg], Masson [Soulanges], Masson [Terre- 
‘bonnej, McCallum, McMillan, Morris, 
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Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pickard, Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, Renaud, Rob- 
itaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [Dundas], 
Ross [Prince Edward], Ryan [King’s N.B.], 
Rymal, Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Simpson, 
Sylvain, Tilley, Tremblay, Wallace, Walsh 
and White.—80. 

The main motion was then agreed to on 
the following division :— 

Yras.—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Ault, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Brous- 
seau, Brown, Burpee, Campbell, Caron, 
Cartier, Sir George E., Casault, Cayley, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Daoust, Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, Dun- 
kin, Ferguson, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoftrion, Gendron, Godin, Gro- 
ver, Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Hout, 
Hurdon, Irvine, Joly, Keeler, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Macdonald [Cornwall], 
Macdonald, Sir J. A. [Kingston], McDonald 
[Lunenburg], Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
[Terrebonne], McCallum, McMillan, Mor- 
rison, Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pickard, 
Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, Ren- 
aud, Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross 
[Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ryan 
King’s N. B.], Rymal, Savary, Scriver, 
Shanly, Simpson, Sylvain, Tilley, Tremblay, 
Wallace, Walsh and White.—80. 

Nays. apalek, Abbott, Anglin, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bowman, Bown, Burton, Caldwell, 
Cameron [Huron], Cameron [Inverness], 
Cameron [Peel], Carling, Carmichael, Cart- 
wright, Colby, Connell, Currier, Dobbie, 
Gibbs, Grant, Hagar, Holton, Hutchinson, 
Jackson, Kempt, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 
Macdonald (Gleng garry ], McDonald [Mid- 
dlesex], MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall [Renfrew], McDou- 
gall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, McMon- 
les, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison 
[ Victoria, O.], Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, 
O’Connor, Oliver, Pope, Ray, Redford, 
Ross [Victoria, N.8.], Ross [Wellington 
C. R.], Scatcherd, Snider, Sproat, Stephen- 
son, Stirton, Tupper, Webb, Wells, 
Whitehead, Wilson, Wood, Workman, 
Wright [Ottawa County], Wright rYork 
Ontario, W. R.J and Young.—65. 

The Bill was read a second time. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved that 
the Bill be referred to Committee of the 
Whole House at once.—Carried, 

The House went into Committee; Mr. 
MILLS in the chair. 

On the second clause, 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved that the 
word ‘‘seyen”’ be substituted for “eight.” 

Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) proposed 
an amendment to add the words ‘that 
except with regard to the Province of 
NovaScotia, the rate should: be8 per cent.” 
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(Loud cries of “‘oh,’”’ “ where’s uniformi- | still remain. At present private parties 
ty ?’’) could only charge six per cent., while 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that course was | Banks could charge seven, subjecting 


exactly against the conduct of the hon. 
member for Lunenburg, who had just 
voted against an amendment which would 
have lett Nova Scotia as she was. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the Minister of 
Militia had stated that Ontario was in 
favour of the Bill, but the late division 
list showed that there were 45 Ontario 
members voting for his amendment, and 
but 22 against it. (Hear.) With refer- 
ence to the votes given by the Minister 
of Justice and Finance Minister, they 
were known as Free Traders in money, 
and they must have voted on. the side 
they did from mistake. (Laughter.) He 
could not believe that they would vote 
against their convictions. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—That is the very 
thing I should expect them to do. (Hear 
and laughter.) 

Mr. MACKENZIE thought all members 
who voted for his amendment should sup- 
port the amendment of the hon. member 
for Lunenburg, because they ought to free 
Nova Scotia from the bad law imposed on 
them. He should do so because he intend- 
ed to propose that another Province should 
be excepted from the operations of the 
Bill. (Hear and laughter, ) 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said refer- 
ence had been made to the Minister of 


Justice and himself as advocates 20 years | 


ago of free trade in money. He (Sir F, 
Hincks) did not think theoretically Usury 
Laws could be defended; but he doubted 
very much if at the period to which refer- 
ence had been made, there could be point- 


edouta vote given by the Minister of; 


Justice and himself that went further than 
the Bill now under consideration. He 
warned the Lower Canadian members that 
any amendment moved which sought to 
reduce the rate of interest below what the 
Billimposed, would be moved with the 
intention of destroying the effect of the 
Bill. (Cries of ‘order.’’) 


e 

Mr. E. M. McDONALD said that the 
member for Chateauguay seemed to think 
that he was guilty of inconsistency in 
moving his amendment, after voting that 
the House should go into Committee on 
the Bill. He thought the explanation 
he had already given showed there was no 
inconsistency. He had voted for going 
into Committee because he thought 
that Nova Scotia was suffering from the 
inequality of the law, and if the member 
for Lambton’s amendment had prevailed, 
the effect would be to prevent us from 
having an opportunity to amend the law, 
and the anomaly complained of would 


Mr. McDonald. 


imerchants to a loss of one per cent. on 


all credit transactions with their cus- 
tomers. This state of things he wished 
to remove, and therefore it was that he 
preferred to see the Bill go into Commit- 
tee, when it could be amended, rather 
than see it thrown out, which would cause 
this present state of affairs to be continued. 
He now desired to offer his resolution 
in amendment, exempting Nova Scotia. 
The amendment was as follows :— 

That clause 2 be amended by inserting 
the words ‘“‘except in the Province of 
Nova Scotia,” before the word “any,’’ in 
line 1. 

It had been objected to his statement 
that he put the difference too high be- 
tween the charge at six per cent. and 
eight per cent.; but it was clear that if 
two per cent. were added to six, that 


| was one-third more, or practically the ad- 


dition of thirty-three per cent. to the ob- 
ligations of every man who had borrowed 
money. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD—By your present pro- 
posal you increase the debt one-sixth. 

Mr. McDONALD said a man’s liabilities 
did not consist so much in what he had 
borrowed, as in whathe had to pay. If he 
had to pay £300 for interest this year, 
and £400 next year, his liabilities would 
be so much increased. The counties in 
his Province which borrowed money were 
the poorest, and there they had always to 
pay the highest rates. It was plain that 
if A, worth $10,000, wants to borrow $1,000, 
he can do so at six, or even at five per 
cent. But if B, worth $1,000, desires to 
borrow, his security being less, he would 
be compelled to pay the highest legal rate, 
however high, and if that was fixed at 
eight per cent., then he would have to 
pay that. It would even be less objec- 
tionable to have free trade in money, than 
to name a minimum and maximum rate, 
as proposed, for then supply and demand 
would regulate the price; but where a 
maximum price was named, as_ in the Bill, 
it was virtually inviting capitalists to come 
up to that price for their money. Fixing 
eight per cent. intérest, as the legal rate of 
interest, would be felt as an extreme hard- 
ship in Nova Scotia, and he could not give 
his vote in approval of it. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER’S amendment was 
put and lost. Yeas, 55; nays, 69. 

Mr. E. M. McDONALD’S amendment to 
except Nova Scotia was then read. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved, in amendment, 
to except the Provinces of Ontario, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick [laughter]. 
Lost. Yeas, 61; nays, 65. 
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Mr. CURRIER moved that the Commit- 
tee do now rise. 

Mr. E. M. McDONALD and Mr. MAC. 
FARLANE were appointed Scrutineers and 
the House divided. A scene of great con- 


fusion ensued. Motion lost. Yeas, 61; 
nays, 71. 
Mr. HE. M. McDONALD’S amendment 


was put and lost. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the result of the 
division showed that there were majori- 
ties from Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Ontario against restricting the rate of inter- 
est, and it would be a gross injustice for 
Quebec to impose legislation on other 
Provinces, not desired by them. He would 
give Quebec a restrictive rate of interest if 
they desired it. [Hear.] 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD thought 
sectionalism had been abolished when Con- 
federation took place, and the remarks of 
the hon. member for Lambton shewed he 
was not sincere in his expression, that he 
was not governed by sectional feelings. 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 
AFTER RECESS. 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. ABBOTT'S motion, that the 
Bill respecting the Canada Central Rail- 
way Company be read a third time, was 
taken under consideration. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU 
amendment. ! 

Mr. FERGUSON spoke at some length 
against the Bill. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE. E. CARTIER called 
the hon. member to order in English. 

Mr. FERGUSON asked him to repeat it. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER did so 
in French. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
replied in Gaelic, evidently denouncing 
the Ministry, amid great laughter. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER de- 
fended the Government in Latin and 
Greek (great applause). 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT protested against the 
debates being carried on in Choctaw 
(laughter). P 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was all Greek to him (laughter). 

Mr. LE VESCONTE spoke in Spanish. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he quite agreed with the hon. member 
that the debate should close. 

Mr. FERGUSON then resumed the 
discussion in English, until the time for 
the private Bills was up. 


moved his 
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The House again went into Committee 
on the Interest Bill, Mr. MILLS in the 
chair. 

The debate was resumed by Hon. Sir 
JOHN A. MACDONALD, and he hoped the 
Committee would adopt the Bill, because 
it would meet with the general wishes of 
the people, and since the House had re- 
solved to have the Interest Bill, those who 
advocated free trade in money, like the 
hon. member .for Chateauguay, ought 
log.cally to endeavour to get a large rate 
of interest, in order to allow the greatest 
possible elasticity. The position now 
taken by the hon. gentléman would put 
fetters on feet as well as hands. 

Mr. MACKENZIE referring to the pro- 
ceeding before recess said the Minister of 
Justice had managed to work himself up 
into a furious state of indignation. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—* Oh, 
no, J was not guilty of that.’’ 


Mr. MACKENZIE admitted that he was 
in error, impious should have been the 
word, (hear, hear) because he said he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) was striving to raise a feeling, 
which he had believed Confederation 
would ultimately subdue, but hewas not 
endeavouring to raise a sectional feeling, 


but to quellit. He wished to allow each 
Province to maintain their own laws, yet 
this was said to be maintaining sectional 
feeling. In England, Acts affecting Scot- 
land and Ireland were decidedin accord- 
ance with the wishes of the part affected. 
He had pointed out that if that law was 
placed on the Statute book it would be 
against the protest of the majority of the 
representatives of Ontario, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick—and the serious responsi- 
bility the Government were assuming in 
passing an Act against the wishes, the 
deliberate convictions and the votes of 
three fourths of the Dominion. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—What 
do you say about the majority ?”’ 

Mr. MACKENZIE admitted that a ma- 
jority could pass the Bill, and if it was 
pxssed he should obey it, but until thas 
was done he had a right to point out the 
injustice of allowing one Province fixing 
an imposition on the other Provinces. It 
was not considered desirable to obtain 
uniformity in assimilating the laws, for 
the commission only referred to three 
Provinces, and in the case of the Elec- 
tion Law, the opinion of the House was so 
clearly against the principle of uniformity 
contained in it that the hon. Minister had 
allowed it to stand on the orders, because 
he was aware that the House would net 
allow him to force a uniform franchise -on 
the Dominion, yet he was endeavouring to 
do so in the case of the Interest Bill, al. 
though the majority ranged from twe te 


1159 Interest 
ten. It would be an outrage if that were 
done, and the moral sense of the Govern- 
ment would not sustain them in their cause 
any more than the opinion of the country. 
The Bill was supported onthe ground of 
its being a compromise, but the Govern- 
ment itself was a precious specimen of the 
results of compromise. The hon. gentle- 
man was merely using the weight of his 
Government in endeavouring to force a 
measure on a reluctant people. (Hear, 
hear.) 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD con- 
tended that Quebec, Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick Were as one man on the 
point of antagonism to free trade in money, 
and a respectable minority im Ontario were 
also of that opinion. The whole difference 
was on a question of details. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS contended 
that the decision of local interests was 
left by the Imperial Parliament to the 
Local Legislatures and that the question 
of interest was not one of them. 


Hon. Mr. ANGLIN argued that this was 
not the case. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said as to the argu- 
ment for un.formity, the Finance Minister 
had hardly succeeded in making good his 
position that there was anything like uni- 
formity in the Imperial legislation on 
the subject cognate to that one. The hon. 
gentiemin had been forced to admit that 
in matters of taxation and banking there 
had been different legislation, first as in 
the case between England and Scotland, 
and after the Union, w.th Ireland. The 
Confederation could only be made succes- 
ful by a delicateregard on their part for 
the usages, customs, feelings, and he 
might say the prejudices, of the people of 
the different Provinces. 


Hon. Mr. CONNELL said that he was 
in favour of the proposition laid down by 
Mr. Mackenzie. Like a great many other 
measures brought down by the Govern- 
ment, that one was not satisfactory, and so 
far as New Brunswick was concerned, that 
Province had been almost legislated to 
death, and if the Minister of Justice went 
on in the way he was doing, he would 
increase the dissatisfaction in 1 New Bruns- 
wick, which was now very general. He 
(Hon. Mr. Connell) had been a strong 
advocate for Confederation; but now he 


must say that the legislation concerning | 


that Province was highly unsatisfactory. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—‘‘In 
what respect ?”’ 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL—In every respect 
(Hear, hear). In addition to other causes 
of dissatisfaction, there was the tariff, a 
burden going to be placed on New Bruns. 
wick, which is now paying fifty cents per 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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head more than any other Province of the 
Dominion. He would, however, move 
further in that matter at the proper time. 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY said that seven mem- 
bers voted in favour of the Bill, while only 
five were against it. 

After some discussion 

Mr. MACFARLANE.moved that the 
Committee rise. 

The motion was lost on a division. 

The third clause was adopted. 

Mr. YOUNG moved as an amendment 
that the following clause be added to the 
third clause ;—‘‘ That no corporate body 
shall be allowed to charge a higher rate 
of interest than private individuals.”’ 


After a brief discussion the amendment 
was lost by 33 to 4l. 

The third and fourth clauses were then 
adopted and Committee rose and reported ; 
third reading to morrow. 

On motion of Hon. Sir JOHN A. MAC- 
DONALD, the Bill to continue certain Acts 
respecting the Police force in the Parish 
of Portland, St. John County, was read 
asecond time, andthe House went into 
Committee, Mr. HUTCHINSON in the 
Chair. 

The Committee reported the Bill without 
amendments. 

On motion of Hon, Sir John A. MAC. 
DONALD, the Bill to empower the Police 
Court of Halifax to sentence juvenile of- 
fenders to be detained in the Halifax In- 
dustrial School was read. 

The House went into Committee, Mr. 
FORBES in the Chair. 

Bill reported without amendment. 

Mr. MACKENZIE enquired when the 
report of the Commissioners to the North 
West would be ready. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said . 
the report had been printed and placed i in 
the hands of the Government, who had 
intended to bring it down to-day, but they 
had been so pressed for time that they had 
not read it. It would be obvious that 
with due regard to public interests, some 
of the papers could not be placed before 
the House. He expected to be able to- 
morrow to bring downa report of such por- 
tions of it as would be advisable. 

The House then adjourned at 10:50. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 23rd, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 7:30. 
After the routine business, 
OAKVILLE HARBOUR, 
Mr. MACKENZIE moved that the re- 
turn respecting the Oakville Harbour be 
2 


- 
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referred tothe Committee of Public Ac- | with the winding up of the affairs of the 


counts, and explained that there was a 
debt of from seven to ten thousand dol- 
lars due on this Harbour, and that he 
wished to see if steps could not be taken 
to have the amount collected. He consi- 
sidered the Dominion ‘Government should 
take the initiatory steps in this matter, it 
being one of the assets now belonging to 
the Dominion, though no attempt had 
been made to collect the amount. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD explained that this 
was one of the assets, which according to 
the 108th section of the Union Act be- 
longed to the Dominion, and which was by 
it allowed in reduction of the debt due by 
the late Province of Canada. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER congratulated the 
hon. member for Brant upon his discovery 
and upon his lucid interpretation of the 
law, and was surprised that he had_ not 
taken that stand at an earlier period. His 
hon. friend had forgotten that from his 
position in the Dominion Parliament, he 
was bound to look at every question im- 
partially, and irrespective of the section 


of the country he came from. He (Mr. 
Wood) seemed to be influenced by the 
profession to which he belonged, and was 
prepared to advocate with ability that 
view of aesubject which suite l the inter- 
ests of the Province he came from. 


Hon. Mr.. WOOD rose to a question of 
order. ‘The hon. member was speaking to 
a different clause in the Act. After some 
further remarks, in which it was pointed 
out that notice had not been given of the 
motion, Mr. MACKENZIE withdrew his | 
motion, as he had not expected it would 
cause any discussion, and the House had 
met more especially for the second reading 
of the Supreme Court Bill. 


TRUSTEES BANK OF UPPER CANADA. . 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
a Bill to vest in the Government the 
powers now vested in the Trustees of the 
Bank of Upper Canada. He said the idea 
had been entertained that the assets of 
the Bank would not only meet all the lia- 
bilities but leave a surplus, but those ex- 
pectations had been dissipated. He could 
not better explain the actual position of 
affairs than by saying that those persons 
who had obtained general information of 
the affairs of the Bank had become con- 
vinced that Government could not assume 
the debt except at a yery considerable re- 
duction—not less than 50 per cent—of the 
actual amount of the debt. So far as the 
shareholders were concerned, there was no 
probability of their realizing anything out 
of the assets of the Bank. He did not de- 
sire to say anything’ in disparagement of 
the gentlemen who had been aysetea 


Bank, buta very large portion of the assets 
of the Bank had ¢onsisted of real estate, 
and whether that real estate could have 
been disposed of with greater advantage 
than had been done he could not say, but 
it was perfectly clear it was not expedient 
to pay large salaries to trustees for wind- 
ing up the affairs of the Bank, »nd the 
assets had been materially diminished by 
the fees and salaries already p .t. His 
predecessor had arrived at the conclusion 
that some effort must be made to plice the 
office upon a more economical footing, 
and the measure he (Sir Francis) intro- 
duced would have that effect, and Govern- 
ment and Parliament would be responsible 
for the economical winding up of the 
affairs of the Bank, (hear.) 

Mr. MACKENZIE said two years ago 
Government had practically assumed the 
management of the estate, and had ap- 
pointed two trustees, and under these cir- 
cumstances the creditors would look to 
Government for some decisive action with 
regard to their claims. <A considerable 
number of the depositors resided in Eng- 
land, and he had received recently a letter 
from one of them in London expressing 
the hope that no legislation would take 
place that would put them in a worse poe 
sition than they were in now. On the 
other hand the delay in realizing the 
assets of the Bank had caused a serious 
diminution of those who would come under 
the double liability clause. 


The Bill was read a first time after some 
discussion. 


INTEREST BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Interest Bill. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said a pledge was 
made last night that the sitting to-night 
should be devoted in the first place to the 
second reading of the Supreme Court 
Bill. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
was no such pledge. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said most distinctly 
there was. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said most 
unquestionably there was not. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if the hon. gen- 
tleman would cailin his leader (Sir John 
A. Macdonald being out of the House), 
he would find that before the adjourn- 
ment of the House last night, it was plain- 
ly stated that to-night would be devoted 
to the second reading of the Supreme 
Court Bill (cries of ‘‘ No, no.’’) 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS reiterated 
thit no such promise had been made. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON (excitedly)—Well, I 
tell the hon. gentleman that he cannot go 
on with the Interest Bill to-night (hear). 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—But I will 
goon (cheers and uproar). The hon. 
gentleman is not correct. It has been in- 
variably the custom this session to dispose 
of the third reading of Bills which are 
first on the paper, before proceeding with 
ether business. I tell the hon. gentleman 
he will not put me down (cheers). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I expect the hon. 
gentleman will keep faith with this louse 
(Opposition cheers). I say the hon. gen- 
tleman is proposing a distinct breach of 
faith with the House (cries of ‘no, no; 
yes, and cheers’’). 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—It is not 
true; itis not true (cheers). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Lask that the hon. 
gentleman’s words be taken down. 


The SPEAKER: said the words were un- 
parliamentary, but he hoped nothing 
would be put upon the journals which 
would detract them. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said they need not be 
taken down if the Hon. Finance Minister 
retracted his words. 

The SPEAKER said the words were un- 
doubtedly unparliamentary, but still to 
ask that they be absolutely withdrawn 
was going a step too far. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—I demand that the 
words be taken down. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I demand 
that the words of the member for Chateau- 
guay be also taken down (cheers). 


The SPEAKER said he hoped the hon. 
gentleman would make a satisfactory ex- 
planation. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he had 
tried two or three times to make an ex- 
planation but had been prevented. There 
was no one less desirous than he was to 
infringe upon the rules of the House, but 
he desired to ask if he was to be charged 
with a breich of faith, he could not an- 
swer in the strongest terms. If it was 
parliamentary to charge him with a breach 
of faith his reply was also parliamentary. 
He would leave it with the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER said the language of the 
hon. gentleman was unparliamentary, 
but as against Ministers of the Crown there 
was a greater latitude allowed members 
in expression. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
was the first time he had heard such was 
the case. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON could not accept the 
explination. The Hon. Finance Minister 
had huricd a lie across the House, and the 
worcs must be taken down. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
said the House must have something to 
say about the matter, and read from May 
to show that the words could not be taken 
down unless it was the pleasure of the 
House. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the SPEAKER 
had declared the words unparliamentary, 
and they must be taken down. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
doctrine of the hon. member for Cornwall 
was correct. No hon. member could do 
anything in the House except by leave of 
the House. If the motion were made to 
put down the words of the Hon. Finance 
Minister, he would move that the words 
of the hon. member for Chateauguay also 
be taken down. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the House had 
worked harmoniously so far, and he did 
hope this matter would go no further, and 
that the hon. member for Chateauguay 
would accept a reasonable excuse. He 


trusted there would be no entry upon the 
journals of what was really a very unseem- 


ly affair. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS felt the lan- 
guage of the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay offensive and unparliamentary. He 
had heard for the first time that the Min- 
isters of the Crown had to submit to lan- 
guage other members of the House would 
not submit to, but he would receive the 
decision of the SPEAKER with the great- 
est respect. He did not think he inter- 
rupted the hon. members more frequently 
than the member for Chateauguay. 


After some further discussion, in which 
several questions of order were raised, 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved that the words 
uttered by the hon. member for North 
Renfrew, addressed to the hon. member 
for Chateauguay, while he was addressing 
the House, namely—‘‘It is not true,” 
shall be taken down by the clerk, the 
SPEAKER having declared such words 
unparliamentary. 


The SPEAKER said it appeared to him 
that the words used did not appear to 
him of a nature that called for a vote of 
the House as totheir entry on the journal. 
He had already stated that the explana- 
tion given by the Minister of Finance re- 
leived the words of their unparliamentary 
character. He (the Speaker) could not 
therefore stultify himself by allowing the 
motion to be put. He therefore ruled it 
out of order. , 

Some further discussion arose, during 
which the Speaker withheld his decision. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Minis- 
ter of Finance had made no explanation 
that could be accepted by a gentleman for 
a personal insult. His object in wishing 
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the words to be taken down was that the 
matter should be decided afterwards by 
the Minister of Justice, who was not in his 
seat. He pledged his word of honour as 
a gentleman that the Minister of Justice 
promised that the Supreme Court Bill 
would come up first to-night. The Minis- 
ter of Finance had not made the apology 
necessary to a man of honour. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that if 
the member for Chateauguay was not so 
warm he would see that there must be 
some misunderstanding in this matter. 
The Minister of Justice had told him 
(Sir Francis) that he was to go on 
with the third reading of the Interest Bill. 
It was always customary that third readings 
should be taken first, in order 
that they should go to the Senate. No 
doubt the Minister of Justice understood 
that the Supreme Court Bill should come up 
after third readings. What he [Sir Francis] 
meant was that there had not been a 
breach of. faith by the Government, not 
that the member for Chateauguay had spo- 
ken what was not true. That hon. gentile- 
man was the last in the House whom he 
would wish to offend. 


After some further discussion the mo- 
tion was dropped. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Interest Bill. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved the ve-com- 
mittal of the Bill to the Committee of the 
Whole until instructions to amend by enact- 
ing that six per cent shall be the maximum 
legal rate of interest chargeable by private 
persons and banks alike. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER spoke against fixing 
the rate of interest by law. He contended 
that it would not cheapen money, it would 
not have the beneficial results anticipated, 
and if the measure were passed it would 
cause great discontent in the large and 
wealthy Province of Ontario, a large 
majority of whose members had voted 
against the Bill. It would meet with) 
undisguised opposition by the people of 
Nova Scotia, where a most stringent Usury 
Law existed. But in that Province the 
legal rate was fixed at six per cent., and 
he pointed out the evils and hardships 
that would be caused were the rate raised 
to eight per cent. He contended that 
there was an absence of any strong and 
conclusive argument for the necessity 
of legislation in this matter; and he 
thought the best plan was to leave the 
question alone, and allow it to be settled 
by the different Provinces, in accordance 
with their feelings. He was convinced 
that the adoption of the Bill would be at- 
tended with the most injurious conse- 
quences ; it would not only invite every 
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throughout the country to increase his tax 
upon the borrower, but gives him a reason 
which will satisfy every man’s conscience 
in taking such a step that he would not 
take if there was no Usury Law. Ifthe 
Government, after the discussion which 
had taken place in the House, would still 
endeavour to put the Bill upon the 
Statute Book of the country, opposed as 
he was to it, he would be one ot the first 
to reconcile his own county to give the 
same submission to the omnipotent will 
of Parliament in this matter. But it was 
worthy the attention of Ministers that 
there was a very small majority in Par- 
liament who wished to place this measure 
upon the Statute Book, and taking into 
consideration the hostile feelings of the 
great mass of the people, it might be 
well to allow the measure to stand over 
until, if the views of the people of Ontario 
were sound, they might gradually permeate 
the whole, country; and, if the views he 
held were sound, the feelings of the people 
of Nova Scotia might be changed, and 
then legislation would be _ practicable. 
There were other important points which 
were objectionable. One of the provi- 
sions of this Bill is, that if usurers 
charge 20 per cent. for their money, it 
cannot be recoverable back again, unless 
the action for its recovery is brought 
within six months of the agreement. It 
carried in itseif a fraud, and imparted to 
this measure one of the most objectionable 
features that it was possible to put ina 
law. He contended that there was no 
great commercial necessity—no great fun- 
damental principle that made it necessary 
that the interest law should be the same 
in every Province of the Union. It was 
desirable, wherever possible, to have uni- 
formity of laws ; but where there was, as 
in this case, such a wide divergence of 
opinion, it would be better to allow dif- 
ferent laws for the different Provinces, to 
follow the example of the Imperial Par- 
liament in dealing with the same question 
in relation to England, Ireland and Scot- 
land. But, if they were to adopt the fal- 
lacy that Parliament could make money 
cheaper or dearer, he would ask hon. 
gentlemen how they could refuse to give 


the great mass of borrowers money at six 


per cent? In the interests of the hun- 
dred thousand borrowers—the great mass 
of the community—he asked Parliament 
to stand by their interests, rather than 
stand by the interests of the comparative 
few, who are able to lend money. How 
were we to go back to our constituents 
and tell them that when we had power 
to give them money, on such terms as 
Parliament in its wisdom saw fit, we re- 
fuse to give them at six per cemt? If 


person who held a debt or obligation | this measure were forced upon the House, 
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he would give his most earnest support to 
the amendment of the non. member for 
Chateauguay (hear). 


Hon. Col. GRAY agreed with a great 


ber for Cumberland, and thought it would 
be better not to have such a measure upon 
the Statute Book. They must all look at 
this measure from the point of view in 
which it affected the interests of their 
constituents, irrespective of abstract the- 
ories, which of themselves might be good, 
but might not work well, owing to the 
peculiar circumstances of the places to 
which they were to be applied. If the 
Bill were placed, in its present shape, upon 
the Statute Book, it would have the 
most injurious effect upon the Province of 
New Brunswick. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON (Peel) moved the 
adjournment of the debate. 

Lost.—Yeas, 59; nays, 79. 

Yruas—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archi- 
bald, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Bown, 
Burpee, Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Hu- 
ron), Cameron (Peel), Cartwright, Colby, 
Connell, Dufresne, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, 
Holton, Hutchison, Irvine, Lesa 
Kempt, Macdonald (Glengarry), Macfar- 
lane, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, Mc- 
Dougall (Three Rivers), McMonies, Mer- 
vitt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria, 
O. ), Morrison (N iagara), Munroe, O’ Connor, 
Oliver, Pickard, Pope, Redford, Ross 
(Wellington, C. R.), Scatcherd, Snider, 
Sproat, Stephenson, Stirton, Thompson 
(Haldimand), Thompson (Ontario), Trem- 
blay, Wallace, Webb, Wells, Whitehead, 
Workman, Wright (Ottawa County), Wright 
(York, Ontario, W. R.) and Young.—59. 

Nays—Messrs. Ault, Beaubien, Béchard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, 
Bowell, Brown, Campbell, Carling, Carmi- 
chael, Caron, Cartier, Sir George E,, Ca- 
sault, Cayley, Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, 
Costigan, Coupal, Daoust, Dobbie, Do- 
rion, Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoff 
rion, Gendron, Godin, Grover, Hincks, Sir 
Francis, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Jones (Leeds 
and Grenville), Keeler, Langevin, Lang- 
lois, Lapum, Lawson, Le Vesconte, Mac- 
donald, Sir J. A., (Kingston), McDonald 
(Lunenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), Mas- 
son (Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne) 
McCallum, McGreevy, McMillan, Morris, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pinsonneault, 
Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Read, Renaud, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan 
(King’s, N. B.), Rymal, Scriver, Shanly, 
Simpson, Sylvain, Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, 
White, Wilson and Wood.—79. 


Mr. DUFRESNE said it was well known 
_ this Parliament had no right to fix the rate 


Hon. Dr. Tupper. 
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ofinterest, though it had the power to do 
so. ‘That was his personal opinion of the 
matter (hear). As he was convinced 
that the greatest number of citizens 


|of his Province were in favour of lim- 


deal that had been said by the hon. mem- ‘iting the rate of interest, he yielded in 


this opinion, not because he believed it 
was sound—for he believed it was un- 
sound—but, yielding to it, he preferred 
that the rate, of interest should be fixed 
at six per cent. _He hoped the House 
would vote for that, and if they did not, 
one of the consequences would be that a 
large class of borrowers, now paying only 
six] per cent., would be compelled to pay 
perhaps ten per cent. He thought many 
hon. gentlemen believed that in voting 
for the Bill they were working for the best 
interests of the country, but he was 
afraid they did not well understand 
the question. He was sorry that hon. 
gentlemen on the Treasury Benches, who 
so well understood the merits of the ques- 
tion, had yielded ; and if they had not, it 
would have been much more beneficial to 
the whole community. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) made some 
humourous remarks regarding the hon. 
member (Mr. Dufresne), characterizing his 
speech as mere clap-trap, and made for 
election purposes, when he would take 
20, or 40, or 50 per cent. interest (hear). 
The hon. member for Chateauguay dared 
not go to his constituents and say he had 
opposed the usury law; but he would say 
he tried to get them six per cent. (hear, 
hear, and laughter). 


Mr. DUFRESNE said this was too serious 
a question to be funny about, and defied 
the hon. member to shew that during his 
whole life he had ever exacted more than 
six per cent. interest, either directly or 
indirectly (hear). He denied he had ever 
done so (hear). 

Mr. FORTIN said the hon. member for 
Montcalm was an advocate of free trade 
in money, and now he wanted to fix the 
rate of interest at six per cent., instead 
of eight per cent. Was that a proposi- 
tion such as they might expect from a 
free trader in money? It was a side- 
wind, and he thought the question should 
be gravely met. 

The House divided on Mr. 
amendment, which was carried—yeas, 
nays, 67. 

Yras—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Archi- 
bald, Benoit, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, 
Bown, Burpee, Burton, Caldwell, Cameron 


HOLTON’S 
TOs 


(iTuron), Cameron (Peel), Cartwright, 
Cimon, Colby, Connell, Costigan, Du- 
fresne, Forbes, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, 


Gray, Holton, Hutchison, Kempt, Lawson, 
Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Glengarry), Mc- 
Donald (Lunenburg), Macfarlane, Macken- 
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zie, Magill, McConkey, McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), Morrison (Ni- 
agara), Munroe, O’Connor, Oliver, Pickard, 
Pope, Ray, Redford, Renaud, Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Wellington, C. R.), Ryan 
(King’s, N. B.), Scatcherd, Snider, stephen- 
son, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario), Tremblay, Tupper, 
Wallace, Webb, Wells, Whitehead, Wood, 
Workman, Wright (Ottawa County), 
Wright (York, W. R.) and Young.—70. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, 
Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, Bertrand, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Brousseau, Brown, Camp- 
bell, Carmichael, Caron, Cartier, Sir George 
E., Casault, Cayley, Chauveau, Cheval, 
Coupal, Daoust, Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortier, Fortin, Gau- 
cher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin, Grover, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Irvine, 
Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lapum, Macdonald Sir J. A. (Kingston), 
McDonald (Middlesex), Masson (Sou- 
langes), Masson (Terrebonne), McCallum, 
McGreevy, McMillan, Morris, Paquet, Pel- 
letier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Read, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Seri- 
ver, Shanly, Simpson, Sylvain, Tilley, Walsh, 
White and Wilson.—67. 

The House then went into Committee— 
Mr. MILLS in the chair—and amended the 
Bill as instructed—that is, by substituting 
six per cent. for eight per cent. 


The Committee rose andreported. The 
amendments were read a first time. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON moved that the 
amendments be read a second time. 

Mr. JOLY moved, in amendment, that 
the amendments be not now read a second 
time, but that the Bill be referred back to 
the Committee of the Whole, with instruc- 
tions to amend it, by expunging all the 
words after ‘‘ stipulated,” in line 2, clause 
3, and inserting instead thereof the fol- 
lowing :—‘‘ The party stipulating such 
higher rate of interest than six per cent. 
shall ipso facto forfeit the whole of the in- 
terest as a penalty.” 

The House divided. 
was carried—yeas, 61; nays, 41. 
amendments were read a second time. 

After some further discussion the third 
reading was fixed for Tuesday, and the 
House adjourned at 12:30. 


The amendment 
The 
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Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented a report 
from the Committee on Printing. 

Hon. Mr. HAMILTON from Committee 
on Banking, Railways and Commerce, re- 
ported in favour of the Bill to amend the 
Act incorporating the Merchants Bank of 
Halifax. 


Report was adopted and the Bill read. 


Country. 


THE RED RIVER COUNTRY. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY presented the Re- 
port of the Special Committee appointed 
to enquire into ‘the condition of climate 
resources, and institutions of Ruperts Land, 
Red River, and the North West Territory,” 
together with the minutes of evidence 
taken before them. He stated that the 
report was unanimously adopted by the 
Committee, and as it was desirable to have 
the whole subject before the Houses as 
soon as possible, he would move the adop- 
tion of the report. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU thought it was un- 
usual to move immediately for the adop- 
tion of a Report which no one had _ hardly 
heard. 

Hon. Mr, MITCHELL said that it was no 
doubt desirable that the Report of the 
Committee should be laid in a printed 
form before the members of the House as 
soon as practicable, and as he understood 
it was @ unanimous report and contained 
nothing of a political character, he could 
seeno objection to the adoption of the 
motion. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that it had been decided that all mat- 
ters of an irrelevant character should be 
struck out, 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU said he had no ob. 
jection to the motion under the circum- 
stances. 

The Report was accordingly adopted. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. McCULLY it was 
then ordered that the Report be sent to 
the Committee on Printing, with instruc- 
tions to append a suitable map, and print 
a number of extra copies for the use of 
members. 


THE GOVERNMENT VESSELS. 


On motion of: the Hon. Minister of 
Marine and Fisheries, the House went into 
Committee on the Bill to make provision 
for discipline on board of Canadian Gov- 
ernment vessels—Hon. Mr. BOURINOT 
in the chair. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL stated that the ob- 
ject of the Bill was simply to give the Gov- 
ernment the means of controlling the ves- 
sels in their employ, whilst at the same 
time it afforded the employees the same 
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protection that they receive on board of 
Merchauts’ ships. The first four and the last 
two sections, he added, were almost trans- 
scripts from the Merchants Shipping Act, 
and only altered to meet the circum- 

‘stances of the case. 


Hon. Mr. McCULLY saw no objection to 
the Bill, but he was not quite so certain it 
would answer all the expectations of its 
promoters in connection with the protec- 
tion of the fisheries. . He did not see 
whether it was provided that persons 
repelling force by force, as ib might be 
necessary. would be protected under the 
Bill. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL replied that the 
object of the Bill was simply to maintain 
discipline on board vessels in the Govern- 
ment service, and the points to which the 
hon, gentleman referred had no connec- 
tion with the measure, but would be dealt 
with otherwise. In framing the Bill the 
Government wished to avoid anything that 
might look like coercion, or appear calcu- 
lated to interfere with the freedom of in- 
dividuals. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said that there 
was no doubt that the measure had refer- 
ence to a subject of great interest, viz., 
the protection of the fisheries. Without 
going into the question at that time he 
would confine himself to the expression of 
the hope, that the Hon. Minister of Marine 
would be prepared, when the Bill came up 
for its third reading, to inform the House, 
what support the Government of the Do- 
minion would receive from the British 
Government in protecting our fisheries from 
the encroachment of foreigners. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said the hon. gen- 
tleman would see that the Bill applied to 
all vessels in the Government service, and 
as respects the question asked by the hon. 
member who had just spoken he would 
merely reply that he would be happy to 
give all the information that it wasin the 
power of the Government to afford, as 
soon as they could do so consistently with 
the interests of the public service. 


Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON made some re- 
marks, but they were entirely inaudible in 
the gallery. 


The Bill passed through Committee, 
was reported up, and the third reading 
ordered for to-morrow. 

The Bill regulating Ferries was made the 
first order of the day for to-morrow. 

On motion of the Hon. Mr. WARK, it 
was ordered that three constitute a quo- 
rum of the Select Committee on the Inter- 
colonial Railway. 

The House then adjourned. 


Hon. Mr. Mitchell. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 25, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


The first item taken up was Hon. Mr. 
ABBOTT'S motion for the third reading of 
the Canada Central Railway Bill, and Hon. 
Mr. CHAUVEAU’S amendment thereto. 


Hon. Mr. BEAUBIEN (in French) sup- 
ported the amendment. 


Mr. BELLEROSE said that the lands 
given by a public Act to the Canada Cen- 
tral Railway did not belong to the Pro- 
vince of Quebec. It had been asserted by 
the member for Montmagny that the road 
would not enhance colonization, but this 
was unfounded. The Laval county was en- 
tirely occupied, but there were many 
places in the counties ef Terrebonne and 
Argenteuil where there were only a few 
settlers, who would greatly benefit by 
a railway which would penetrate into the 
interior of a section of the Ottawa Valley. 
He hoped that the question would not be 
considered from a sectional point of view, 
but that every member would vote with 
the general interests of the country in 
view. 


Hon. Mr. ROSS, member for Champlain 
supported the amendment, but did not ap- 
prove of all the opinions of the member 
for Montmorency in relation to the grant 
of lands by the Provincial Government. 
He approved of the encouragement given 
to railways by a grant of lands, but 
the Canada Central Railway being an en- 
terprise which affected the Provinces of 
Quebec and Ontario, it ought to receive 
aid from the Federal Government, and he 
would suppurt the Federal Government in 
giving that assistance which might be 
deemed advisable. 


Mr. McDOUGALL member for Three 
Rivers, said in favour of the Bill that this 
House could not legislate upon a grant of 
lands. It must maintain the rights ac- 
quired by the Company of the Canada 
Central Railway. He assured the House 
that if the district of Three Rivers had 
not succeeded in the construction of the 
Piles Railway, it was not a reason for its 
members opposing this great enterprise 
of the Canada Central Railway which would 
greatly develop the colonization, com- 
merce and industry of the country, and on 
this point he did not approve of the rea- 
sons given by the member of Champlain. 

_ Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN warmly supported 
the Bill. He was happy to ascertain that 
every member was in favour of the Canada 
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Central Railway, an enterprise which would 
greatly benefit the whole country, for 
it would not only pass through Onta- 
rio, but it would also cross many parts of 
the lower section of the Ottawa Valley. 
He acknowledged that by the Federal Act 
this House could not legislate upon the 
public lands, which belong to the Pro- 
vinces, but it could give its attention to 
enterprises which were inter-provincial. 


Mr. CASAULT approved the action of 
the Provincial Government which protected 
its lands from which it derived its main 
revenue. He maintained that the opposi- 
tion of certain members of the Province of 
Quebec, was not due to their ideas of 
jealousy against the interests of Montreal. 


Hon. Mr. DORION spoke in favour of 
the Bill, and condemned the opinion of the 
Premier of Quebec. 

Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU replied to the 
preceding speeches in favour of the Bill. 
He answered the Minister of Public 
Works, and maintained that his amend- 
ment did not recognise the. jurisdic- 
tion of the Federal Government upon 
the public lands. The promoters of the 
Canada Central Railway, seeing their enter- 
prise nearly abandoned, wanted to galvan- 
ize a dead body, and proposed to amal- 
gamate itself with a section of a road 
which was not comprised in the original 
project. They had adopted that way in 
order to accomplish their railway and ben- 
efit, at last, by the grant of lands made co 
them some years ago. He maintained that 
the Canada Central Railway would be only a 
commercial and industrial enterprise, and 
that those objects ought to be attained 
with the federal allocation, because they 
were not controlled by the Provincial Gov- 
ernments. The general revenue would 
only benefit by the opening of Townships 
which would create thousands of new 
consumers whilst the provisional treasure 
will be required, at its detriment, to en- 
courage the development of those new 
Townships and the education of their in- 
habitants. Ail the loss would be for the 
Provinces and all the benefit for the Fed- 
eral revenue. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD reviewed the old char- 
ters, and said that under them, the Com- 
pany would have to build the line, not to 
Carleton Place but to Lake Huron, before 
getting any land grant. The Company 
had solicited money from the capitalists 
in England on the promise it should have 
this land grant. He did not oppose al- 
lowing the old charter to continue until 
its expiry in September, but it was not 
fair that the Company should be placed in 
a position to claim a grant under an old 
charter. Ifthe House wanted a Railway 
built let it charter a new Company. 
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Would the hon. gentleman agree to an 
amendment to the effect that the Com- 
pany should not be construed to have any 
more right to a land grant than if the Act 
had been passed ? 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said that if that pro- 
vision would put an end to the debate he 
would accept it. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that he did not 
make any motion, but merely made a pro- 
position which he thought would partially 
satisfy himself personally. 


Hon, Mr. DUNKIN said that it would be 
impossible for the Dominion to grant 
lands belonging to the Provinces. The 
first clause provided that the Bill should 
not, in extending the time of the charter, 
in any way affect the land grant. He 
thought the objection taken to the Bull 
had been entirely met. . 

A division was then taken on Hon. Mr. 
CHAUVEAU’S amendment, which was 
lost.— Yeas 46, Nays 61. 

Yuas—Messrs. Ault, Beaubien, Béchard, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Bowell, Cameron, 
(Huron) Carling, Casault, Cayley, Chauveau, 
Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, Dobbie, Drew, 
Ferguson, Fortin, Gendron, Godin, 
Grover, Hurdon, Irvine, Langlois, Lawson, 
Macdonald (Cornwall), Masson (Soulanges), 
McCallum, McConkey, Paquet, Pelletier, 
Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun- 
das), Ross (Prince Edward), Stephenson, 
Sylvain, Thompson (Haldimand), Trem- 
blay, White, Whitehead, Wilson, Wood 
Yeas—46. 

Nays—Messrs. Abbott, Anglin, Achi- 
bald, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Brousseau, 
Burpee, Caldwell, Campbell, Colby, Costi- 
gan, Currier, Daoust, Dorion, Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortier, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, 
Hincks Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, 
Hutchison, Joly, Jones (Leeds & Grenville) 
Keeler, Langevin, Levesconte, McDonald 
(Lunenburg), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, 
Masson (Terrebonne), McDougall (Renfew), 
McDougall (Three Rivers), Mills, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], O'Connor, Oliver, Per- 
ry, Pickard, Pope, Redford, Renaud, Ross, 
[ Victoria N. S.] Ryan, [King’s N. B.] Rymal, 
Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Simpson, Stirton, 
Thompson, [Ontario] Tilley, Tupper, 
Wallace, Wells, Workman, Wright,[Ottawa 
County], and Young—6l. 

It being six o’clock, the SPEAKER left 
the chair. 


Railway. 


AFTER RECHSS. 


The Canady Central Railway Bill was 
again taken up. 

Hon, Mr. ABBOTT moved the addition of 
the clause in accordance with the sugges- 
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tion made by Hon. Mr. Wood. Carried, 
and Bill read a third time and passed. 

Bill to continue in force the provisions 
of divers Acts relating to the Banque du 
' Peuple was read a third time. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved thatthe ques- 
tion of concurrence of the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Reporting of debates of Parlia- 
ment, be placed first on the orders of the day 
for Wednesday. 

Hon. Mr. MACKENZIE could not see 
the object of the motion, now when the de- 
bates of the session were nearly over. The 
notice on the paper had been passed over 
several times before. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that he had done 
his best to bring the matter up as soon as 
possible. He would, however, bring 
up his first motion, that the Report 
of the Committee recommending the adop- 
tion of Mr. Cotton’s tender for reporting 
and publishing, be concurred in. The 
debates in Nova Scotia, small as that Pro- 
vince was, had been reported at length for 
years. He argued at considerable length 
on the importance of having full and acou- 
rate records of the debates. ( 


Mr. JONES said that the matter had 
been very fully discussed last session. He 
thought that the reports, now published 
‘by the private enterprise of the Toronto 
and Montreal newspipers, were very fair 
and full. He would vote against the 
motion. 


Mr. E.M. MACDONALD said if this 
motion had been brought up in the early 
part of the session, he would have had 
pleasure in seconding it, but it was too 
late now to make arrangements for this 
session. He was in favour of verbatim 
reports ofthe debates, which it would be 
impossible for any newspaper to give. He 
‘moved that the report be referred back to 
the Committee with a recommendation 
that a plan be devised, and report, where- 
by an_ efficient report and publication of 
the debates of next session may be 
secured. 


Mr. CAMERON [Huron] opposed the 
adoption of the report, and also the amend- 
ment. He contended that the debates 
were already well reported and published 
in daily papers, and it was useless to spend 
money for the publication of reports which 
they read every dayin papers. Publication 
of verbatim reports would tend to greatly 
lengthen the sessions. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said an official report 
could not be verbatim, it must be a 
synopsis, hence there was a necessity 
to have able men to get up reports. 
The reports should come out daily or they 
would be of little value. These things 


Hon. Mr. Abbott. 
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were not provided for in the report, and 
he was therefore opposed to its adoption. 
He proceeded to read a letter from Mr- 
Gregg, on behalf of the reporters, to the 
effect that Mr. Cotton had made no ar- 
rangement with them for furnishing re- 
ports, and that he was not in a position to 
supply a proper ‘“ Hansard.” 

Mr. YOUNG opposed the report, but 
was in favour ofa proper system. He be- 
lieved the reporters employed, should be 
under the direct control of the House, and 


| a pledge should be given that every speaker 


would receive fair play. He approved 
of having good official reports, and as in 
his opinion the present reporters in the 
gallery were as good as could be found on 
the continent, he had no doubt if his 
plan was adopted, they would be perfectly 
reliable reports. 

Mr. BODWELL moved an amendment 
to the amendment, that at this late period 
of the Session itis inexpedient to take 
any action in the matter. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said if 
the report was adopted it might do for 
next Session. 

Mr. MACKENZIE was in favour of an 
economic and efficient system of reporting, 
but the system under which Mr. Cotton 
was getting up his reports could not do at 
all for an official system. When the Com- 
mittee adopted the report, they were 
given to understand that arrangement had 
been made with the reporters, but imme- 
diately after the report was presented, the 
reporters hid informed the members of 
the Committee, that no such arrangement 
was made. 

Hon. JOHN SANDFIELD MACDONALD 
supported the amendment to the amend- 
ment. He said that if the House engaged 
reporters, members would arrange with 
them to have their speeches appear In an 
improved shape, and much longer than 
delivered. 

After considerable discussion, 

Mr. BODWELL’S amendment was put 
Majori- 
ty, 62. 

Yeras.—Messrs. Anglin, Ault, Béchard, 
Bertrand, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowell, Bow- 
man, Bown, Brown, Burpee, Caldwell, 
Cameron (Huron), Carmichael, Casault, 
Cheval, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Coupal, 
Daoust, Dobbie, Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, 
Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Geoff: 
rion, Gibbs, Godin, Grover, Hagar, Hol- 
mes, Holton, Hurdon, Hutchinson, Jack- 
son, Joly, Jones (Leeds & Grenville), 
Keeler, Kempt, Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, 
Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), 
McDonald (Middlesex), MacFarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, Masson (Soulanges), McCallum, 
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McConkey, McDougall (Renfrew), Mc.- 
Millan, MeMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morrison (Victoria, O.) Munroe, Oliver, 
Paquet Pelletier, Perry, Pickard, Pinson- 
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Read, 
Redford, Renaud, Ross (Dundas), Ross 
Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. S$). 
Ross (Wellington, CU. R Rymal, 
Scatcherd, Scriver, Shanly, Simard, Snider, 
Sproat, Stirton, Sylvain, Thompson (Hal- 
dimand), Thompson, (Ontario), Wallace, 
Webb, Wells, White, Whitehead, Willson, 
Wood, Wright (York Ontario, W. R.—97. 

Nays.—Archambeault, Beaubien, Belle- 
rose, Benoit, Brousseau, Carling, Caron, 
Cartier, Sir George E. Cayley, Chauveau, 
Currier, Dunkin, Ferguson, Forbes, Fortin, 
Gendron, Grant, Gray, Howe, Huot, Lan- 
gevin, McDonald (Lunenburg), Masson 
[Terrebonne], McDougall [Three Rivers] 
McKeagney, Morris, O’Vonnor, Robitaille, 
Ross [Champlain], Savary, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Walsh, Wright [Ottawa County], 
Young—35. 


ca 


UNIFORM CURRENCY. 


Mr. SAVARY moved for further corre- 
spondence on the subject of uniform cur- 


rency, between the different commercial 


nations. He said that it was desirable to 
have the correspondence, sent from the 
Imperial Government on this question. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that to-morrow, when the Finance Minis- 
ter was in his place, Mr. Savary could then 


put his motion. 


THE NORTH WEST. 


Mr. MILLS moved resolutions respec- 
ting the admission of the North West, al- 
ready published. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER asked 
that the resolutions should stand over, as 
the whole policy of the Government would 
be brought down this week, and then 
there could be a full discussion. 

Mr. MILLS said he felt constrained to 
go on. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
would then, after the speech of the hon. 
member, immediately move the adjourn- 
ment of the debate. 

Mr. MILLS then proceeded, and spoke 
amid continued interruptions, which ren- 
dered him nearely inaudible. He said 
that two years ago certain resolutions 
were introduced into that House on which 
were to be founded certain Orders in 
Council for the purpose of admitting the 
Territory into the Union. He objected at 
the time to those resolutions ; but when 
there was offered an opportunity for a 
compromise it was received with approval 
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by all parties. When referring to the 
manner in which the Company had ac- 
quired possession and control of the Ter- 
ritory, and the revolt of the American 
Provinces in 1775,~the interruption in- 
creased. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE appealed to the hon. 
member not to proceed, many members 
were evidently not in a disposition ‘to 
hear the hon. member. The Government 
were anxious tohear his arguments, but 
they could not under the present circum. 
stances. 


Mr. MILLS said he was sorry to see two 
things, first, that the Government had 
lost control of the House, and, secondly, 
that the policy of the Government on the 
North West question had not been sub- 
mitted to the House at a period of the 
session when it would have been in a con- 
dition to fully consider it with that full- 
ness which the House designed. The 
reason for the motlon commg forward at 
the present time was that one private day 
was taken by Government, and private 
members had not been able to reach their 
motions on the notice paper at an earlier 
period. It was only now he had had an 
opportunity of bringing up this question, 
and he thought it better that the House 
should give attention to this question 
then than it should be deferred to another 
and later period. He wished to see the 
federal system honestly and fairly carried 
out. He held that in order that the 
federal system might be fairly carried out 
in the North-West, it was necessary they 
should set forth some terms and conditions 
on which that Territory should be trans- 
ferred. The people: of that Territory 
should have had security, that when they 
got acertain amount of population they 
should have conferred on them the same 
powers of self-government as_ those shared 
by other Provinces in the Confederation. 
The Government were stillin the wrong, 
and this House was still in the wrong, 
because neither of them had done what 
the theory of their system required, be- 
cause they had not given the people of 
Red River any security whatever, or laid 
down any proposition to induce them to 
beleve that in future they would stand on 
an equal footing with the other Provinces of 
the Dominion. In the case of those people, 
the spirit of the Union Act had not been 
carried out. The expressions used to 
other Provinces, not yet in the Union, 
were the same as those used towards the 
North-West Territory, except that in the 
other cases they were promised the full 
ri-hts conferred on those Provinces which 
were already in the Union. He. thought 
that the inhabitants of the North-West 
Territory should have some self-governing 
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powers conferred on them. He had no fear 
of the North-West people becoming Am- 
ericanized, for their experience in Canada 
_ proved thit when Americans became per- 
manent settlers among them, they be- 
came Canadians. He should not further 
trespass upon the time of the House. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the question would have to be discussed 
on all its merits very shortly. He hoped 
that the discussion would close there. 

Mr. MILLS said the views he had ex- 
pressed were those he had expressed two 
years ago, and it was only his duty to 
himself that they should be entered in the 
journals of the House, which would not be 
done if the question were not put. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the Minister of 
Militia admitted he intended to move the 
adjournment of the debate. Personally, 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had no objection, pro- 
vided the hon. gentleman could give the 
House some intimation when the Bill to 
which he referred would be brought 
down. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the Government expected to be ready by 
the middle or end of the week, to come 
down with their policy. 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—The Government 
are not prepared to name any day ? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Government were considering and debat- 
ting upon that most important question, 
with as great a diligence as possible, and 
hoped in afew days to be ready to come 
before the House with a policy. 


Mr. MAKENZIE said he was sorry the 
explanation was not more explicit. The 
House was aware that almost every 
second day for the past three weeks he 
had asked the Government when the or- 
dinary papers would be brought down— 
papers which must precede the action of 
the House. On Friday the House was 
informed that the papers would be brought 
down on Saturday, and on Saturday that 
they would be brought down to-day, but 
now the Minister of Militia, was not able 
to say whether they would be brought 
down this week. It wasthe most serious 
matter that could occupy the attention of 
the House, andit was most unsatisfactory 
to hear that its consideration was put off 
to a period so indefinite. 


Hon Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that the member for Lambton might ex- 
pect that before a discussion took place 
the papers would be in the hands ot the 
members. Great progress had been made 
on Saturday last with regard to those 
papers, and they would be ready very 
shortly. 


Mr. Mills. 
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Hon. Mr. HOULTON—And that the 
Minister of Justice promised, on Friday 
night, that the papers would be brought 
down. on Saturday. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—It was stated they 
were printed on Tuesday last. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that they had 
not been read by all the members of the 
Government, but would he brought down 
on Saturday | evening. 


“Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—No ; 
they were to be considered. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—The House had 
been waiting very patiently—too patient- 
ly. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—(Hear, hear.) 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON had been waiting 
too patiently in view of the importance 
of this subject, by far the most important 
which has or can come before the House 
this session. The House. knows, but 
not sufficiently, that very extensive pre- 
parations fora military expedition are 
now on foot. I do not think that— 
with Parliament in session—so important 
a step as that ought to be taken on 
the responsibility of the Government 
without consulting Parliament. While I 
do not desire to continue this discussion 
after the resolutions introduced by my 
hon. friend, the member for Bothwell, I 
desire the Government to understand that 
to-morrow, when the orders of the day 
are called, I shall call the attention of 
the House to the preparations now on 
foot; and will ask the Government to 
state tothe House under what policy 
these military preparations are being made. 
The Government must not commit and 
this House must notcommit the country 
to a military expedition to the Nor’-West 
without taking the sense of the House 
when Parliament is in session. Such a thing 
had never been heard of before in any 
free country, as that a Ministry should in- 
volve the country in incalculable expenses, 
and in consequences no man can conceive, 
without submitting their views to Parlia. 
ment. 


Hon, Myr. WOOD said that unless a Con- 
stitution guaranteed by the Imperial Act 
was to be given to the North West there 
was clearly a violation of the British North 
America Act. 


The debate was adjourned on motion of 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER. 


STAFF OFFICERS. 


Mr. MILES moved for a statement of 
the amount paid each district staff officer 
of the Volunteer Force for supplying offi- 
cers for the District Stafii—Carried. 


yo 
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BANK SHAREHOLDERS. © 


Mr. METCALFE moved for the return 
of the names of shareholders and the 
amount of stock held by each in all the 
Banks of the Dommion. Carried, withthe 
alteration that the return be by an order 
of the House, and also that the returns be 
printed.—Carried. 


COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. 


Mr. BOURASSA moved the adoption of 
the seventh report of the joint Committee 
on Printing. After some discussion he 
withdrew his motion with the understand- 
ing that it would be the first order of the 
day on Wednesday. 


‘ 


RICHELIEU RIVER. 


Mr. BECHARD moved an address for 
the report of H. W. Austin respecting ob- 
structions on the River Richelieu.—Car- 
ried. 


* 


QUEBEC AND NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU gave notice that 
he would move the suspension of the rules 
to admit the introduction of a Bull to in- 
corporate the Quebec and New Brunswick 
Railway. 


MARKING TIMBER. 


Mr. WRIGHT (Ottawa) moved the 
House into Committee of the Whole on a 
resolution providing for the registration of 
marks or brands used for marking timber, 
etc. The House went into Committee, Mr. 
FORBES in the chair: The Committee 
rose and reported the resolution without 
amendment, which was read the first, 
second and third time. 


* 


CLERGY RESERVES. 


Mr. MAGILL moved an address for the 
return of the amount received from the 
sale of clergy reserves in Upper Canada,— 
Carried. ' 


FENIAN RAIDS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the House had 
unanimously agreed a few days ago to give 
the Government extraordinary powers to 
meet an emergency which seemed to be 
pressing upon us in the way of a contem- 
plated Fenian invasion. He had observed 
that within the last day or two some pa- 
pers were rep rting the fact that the Gov- 
ernment had recalled the troops from the 
front, and if this was the case he thought 
they might safely take it for granted that 
the affair was much loss alarming than 
Government expected at the time they 
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asked these extraordinary powers from the 
House. « It was of the very gravest impor- 
tance that we should not needlessly have 
any alarm of that kind, for it had a ten- 
dency to injure our business relations 
and hinder immigration into the country 
by representing to people abroad that we 
are in constant danger of an invasion, and 
that property and life will not be secure. 
He (Mr. Mackenzie) spoke with a view of 
allaying such feelings and such apprehen- 
sions as these statements were calculated 
to produce. At the same time he desired 
to ask the Government if it was their in- 
tention, in the state of affairs that appeared 
to exist, to ask the House to repeal the 
Act passed authorizing them to suspend 
the writ of Habeas Corpus. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
though he did not expect such questions, 
he did notfeel any embarrassment in an- 
swering them. With regard to the first, 
he would say that Government had not 
entirely ordered back the Volunteers 
which have been at the frontier. By some 
information which had reached the Govy- 
ernment, they felt warranted in dimin- 
ishing the number of volunteers called 
out, but from further information 
which had reached the Government 
to-day they would not feel warranted 
in recalling the whole of the force 
ordered to the front. It was not a time 
now for Government to justify the calling 
outof sucha number of Volunteers, but 
he might say to the House that the infor- 
mation which Government had was of such 
an authority, and coming from such a sure 
source (hear), that if a large number of 
Volunteers had not been ordered to go to 
the defence of the frontier there would 
have been an invasion, but the timely ac. 
tivity of the Government prevented it, 
(hear). Ofcourse they could not now lay 
the information they had received before 
the House. The information Government 
had received to day showed that there was 
still danger ahead. Kvery member of the 
House must be aware that Gen. O'Neil, to 
whom they must give the credit of cour- 
age, determination and bravery, has been 
re-elected, and is at the head of the war- 
like party in the United States, (hear). 
With regard to the second question, it 
was answered by the answer he gave to the 
first. So long as there was danger of in 
vasion, the Government would not fee 
warranted in asking for the repeal of the 
Act passed the other day suspending the 
Habeas Corpus Act. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON inquired if the in’ 
formation received by Government to-day 
was addressed to Government specially, 
or was it the information which we all have 
gathered from the newspapers. He would 
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infer this from the first statement of the 
Hon. Minister of Militia, but from his con- 
cluding remarks that he was just repeat- 


ing to the House, that which they had | 


‘already read in the newspapers with res- 
pect to the action of these parties in the 
United States. He had acquiesced in the 
proposition of the Government the other 
day although his reason was not convinced 
as to the necessity of the course then 
taken, upon the assurance that they con- 
sidered it necessary. In the light of sub- 
sequent facts he had no hesitation in ex- 
pressing his conviction that they were not 
justified in the course they took. He had 
no hesitation in expressing his belief that 
the gentlemen on the Treasury Benches 
were being imposed upon in this matter, 
and are giving undue importance to re- 
ports from irresponsible parties in respect 
to the threatened movements from the 
other side. He did not believe it was pos- 
sible for these parties to organize a move- 
ment that could seriously threaten the 
peace of this country, simply because he 
did not believe they had those pecuniary 
resources which were necessary for the 
muster and movement of such an army 
as could seriously threaten the peace 
of this country, and, therefore, he 
thought that while Government must ac- 
cept the whole responsibility the period 
of their responsibility had not yet fully ar- 
rived, they had acted hastily in incurring 
the large expenditure involved in the 
movement of so numerous a body of Vol- 
unteers, and in proposing to abridge one 
of those safeguards of freedom which all 
Englishmen value so highly. Jt was, in 
fact, publishing to the world that we were 
suffering from chronic malaise, that these 
safeguards of freedom had to be abridged 
to guard against intestine and extreme 
danger. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
member for Chateauguay was quite cor- 
rect in stating the time had not arrived 
for the Government to make up its case in 
respect to its accountability for the late 
proceedings, but the hon. gentleman 
ought not to have given his opinion 
blaming the Government before hand. 
When the time of accountability arrived, 
Government would be ready to come to 
the House and prove to the House that 
the confidence they had reposed in the 
Government had not been misplaced. The 
information Government had received to- 
day was not from the newspapers, it was 
definite information, and of such a nature 
that a diminution of the number of Volun- 
teers could not be made with safety, (hear.) 
He had merely alluded to General O’ Neill 
beeause it was a matter of notoriety, (hear). 


The House adjourned at 12:25. 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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Business. 
SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 26, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


DISCIPLINE BILL. 


After the routine business the Canadian 
Government vessels discipline Bill was 
read a third time. , 


PRINTING. 


The eighth report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on printing, relating to the. double 
charges for printing the reports, &c., was 
deferred for consideration till to-morrow. 


FERRIES. 


The House went into committee on the 
ferries regulation Bill, Hon. Mr. ROB- 
ERTSON in the chair. The Committee 
rose and reported progress, Hon. Mr. 
Campbell informing the House that he 
proposed to submit certain amendments. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT. 


The Bill relating to the Department of 
Finance was read a first time. 


THE RED RIVER. 


In answer to an enquiry from the Hon. 
Mr. Letellier de St. Just, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said that the 
Government was not in a position to give 
any further information than had beén 
given as to the expedition to the Red 
River. It should not be assumed that 
because the expedition had been spoken 
of in newspapers and elsewhere that the 
Government had decided upon the same; 
and it should be remembered thatas yet 
Canada had had no authority in the North- 
west Territory, and that it must be more a 
question of Imperial than of Dominion 
influence to restore order in the country. 
He said that in one or two days the whole 
policy of the Government on the Red River 
question would be submitted to Parlia- 
ment. 


SENATORS’ INDEMNITY AND MILEAGE. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL called attention 
to a requisition that had been made to the 
House for astatement of the indemnity 
and mileage paid to Senators, and sug- 
gested that while it would not be conveni- 
ent to comply with the exact terms of the 
requisition, the Clerk of the House might. 
be instructed to prepare a statement and 
lay it upon the table. The House had 
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control over its own contingencies, and 
while asserting that right in the way pro-|uncertain paternity. 
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Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said this was a case of 
He hoped, if the 


posed, could give information which there | SPEAKER was called on to decide it, he 


was no desire to conceal. 

After some discussion the suggestion 
was concurred in. 

The House then adjourne. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, April 26, 1370. 
Phe SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o'clock. 


NEW CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


Mr. WORKMAN presented a petition 
from the President of the Council of the 
Montreal Board of Trade, praying for the 
repeal of duties lately imposed on wheat, 
and other agricultural productions, as also 
on coaland salt, such duties being wrong 
in principle and injurious to the trade of 
the Dominion; also a petition from the 
Gas Company of Montreal praying for the 


repeal of duty on coal. 
INTEREST BILL. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON called attention to 
the change in the orders of the day. The 
Interést Bill had been dropped out of 
Government orders, and appeared under 
public orders, with the name of a 
private member (Hon. Dr. Tupper) at- 
tached to it. He would ask if the Govern- 
_ ment had given up their charge of that 
Bill. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
supposed that after the amendments that 
had been carried, the seconder of the most 
important amendment was entitled to 
take charge of the Bill. Most undoubtedly 
he was not going to take any further 
charge of it (loud cheers and laughter). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said now that the 
Government had formally abandoned the 
Bill, it was competent for any member to 
move the third reading, and he for one 
would see that the sense of the House 
was taken on it. . He would leave it to be 
settled between the Government and their 
supporters, whether they had kept faith 
with them in abandoning the Bill. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought the member 
for Chateauguay was mistaken. When a 
child was thrown away the first one that 
took it up was entitled to keep it, (laugh- 
ter.) The hon. member for Cumberland 
having adopted the cast-off child of the 
Finance Minister, of course he would take 
charge of it. 


40 


would give Solomon’s decision, and order 
the Bill to be destroyed [renewed laugh- 
ter]. 

Mr. RYMAULsaid the Government should 
not abandon their bantling, (laughter). 
There was no measure except their Bank- 
ing Bill which they had introduced that 
had been carried, and that had been so 
altered that the Government could not 
know their own child. He thought that 


| the Government should stand by their 


brcod, and not allow them to be slaugh- 
tered one by one. . 


THIRD READINGS. 


The following Bills were then read a third 
time. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—To 
continue and make perpetual certain Acts 
and parts of Acts of New Brunswick, rela- 
tive to the Police Force in the Parish of 
Portland, New St. John. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—To | 
empower the Police Magistrates of Halifax 
to sentence juvenile offenders to be de- 
tained in the Halifax Industrial School. 


Hon Mr. TILLEY moved the House into 
Committee to consider certain resolutions 
on vessels imported under the authority of 
Act 32 and 33, Victoria, Cap. 40. He ex- 
plained that the object was to authorise two 
additional ports, one at Mabou, Cape 
Breton, and one at the Magdalen Islands. 
The Act passed last session provided that 
10 cents per ton should be charged at the 
port of entry to provide for expenses con- 
nected with the improvement of the ports. 
In Mabou harbour there was no officer to 
collect dues, and parties going in derived 
all the advantage of the harbour without 
paying forit. He asked authority to ap- 
point officers to collect dues. 


The House went into Committee, Hon. 
Col. GRAY in the chair. The Resolutions 
were adopted and reported. The Bill was 
introduced and read a first time. 


NORTH WEST. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he did not pro- 
pose to precipitate the discussion on the 
Red River affairs, he thought it was due to 
the House that the Government should 
give information on certain points. He 
would therefore put the following ques- 
tions, Was it true that the Government 
were preparing to send a. military expedi- 
tion to Red River? If so, what was the 
nature, object and scope of the expedition, 
and under what policy was 1t to be sent? 
Also what were the relations between the 
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Imperial and Canadian Governments on 
the subject ; what proportion of ‘the ex- 
pedition were to be volunteers, what pro- 
‘portion of expense was to be borne by each 
Government? Was the ‘Territory yet 
transferred to Canada? If not, was it to 
be transferred before the departure of the 
expedition. He could not imagine that 
the Government proposed sending a mili- 
tary force at the cost of this country, com- 
posed in part of the volunteers of this 
country, into acountry over which the 
jurisdiction of this country had not been 
formally extended. Also whether the 
Government was at this moment negotiat- 
ing or had had any communi- 
cation with the so called dele- 
gates from the Red River country, 

known as the delegates from the Provis- 
ional Government, namely, Father Richot, 
Judge Black and Scott. Finally, when the 
papers so often promised—the report of 
Donald A. Smith and other gentlemen 
commissioned to the Red River country by 
the Government—would be laid upon the 
table. He could not think that with the 
Parliament in session, men assuming the 
grave responsibility of deciding upon mat- 
ters of the kind he had alluded to, without 
taking the advice of Parliament; and-Par- 
hament would be recreant in its duty if it 
allowed the Government to proceed ina 
matter of this kind compromising, perhaps, 
the peace of the country, certainly com- 


promising the exchequer of the country . 


to perhaps an incalculable amount, without 
having submitted to it some statement of 
the policy upon which their course was 
based. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The | 


hon, gentleman in the exercise of his re- 
sponsibility as a member of Parliament 
has asked certain questions, of course the 
responsibility is his—it isnot mine. I am 
very glad it is his case and not mine; for 
I think a majority of this House will agree 
with me that that responsibility is a very 
grave one, and will feel that my hon. 
friend, in putting those questions at all, 
and in putting them in the way he has to- 
day, must have some over-ruling principle 
erreason for doing so, because to any 
ordinary man, to any man of common 
sense, it must be evident that these ques- 
tions are exceedingly inopportune (hear), 
and in order to show that they are inop- 
portune Iwill simply answer one of his 
questions—almost the last in his category. 
The hon. gentleman asked if the Canadian 
Government have been or are in commu- 
nication with any delegates from the North 
West Territory. The answer to that is 
simply that they are (hear). They are 
now in the midst of those communications, 

Mr. MACKENZIE—With what delc- 
gates ? 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—They 
are now, I say, in the midst ofthem, and 
they believe that the result of those com- 
munications will bea solutiou of all the 
difficulties that have so harrassed the Gov- 
ernment and painfully engaged the pub- 
lic mind since last Autumn. Ibelieve it is 
only a matter of days—indeed I may say a 
matter of hours; and I think that by 
paying a due regard to reticence my hon. 
friend might have prevented any unseem- 
ly discussion, or rather I should say any 
undue and premature statement, as to 
what those communications are. My hon. 
friend must understand that the Gov- 
ernment have, and can have only one 
object—that object being to settle this 
unfortunate state of affairs as soon as possi- 


ble, as economically as possible, 
and as fairly as _ possible, with 
a due respect and regard for 
the interests of all concerned. I can only 


tell my hon. friend that it is not in the 
interest of the people of Canada, or ofany 
portion of the people of Canada, that at 
this moment these questions should be 
put, and I take this opportunity at once 
of stating that it is in the highest degree 
inexpedient that they should be answered. 
At the same time, however, I will inform 
my hon. friend that in a very short time— 
in a very few hours, and several days be 

fore this House can hope to be prorogued 
—there will be a satisfactory solution*of all 
these difficulties, and the Government will 
be in a position to give a full answer to all 
these enquiries, when my. hon. friend will 
find that they have paid due regard not 
only to the principles and interests, but 
even to the prejudices of all our people, 
both Hast and West, and that there will be 
a happy solution of every embarrassing 
question (hear, hear). I need not, I think, 
Sir, further press this point or dwell upon 
these questions. I can quite understand 
what the hon. gentleman urges—that this 
House has aright to full explanations of 
this grave situation of affairs. I can quite 
understand that this House has a right to 
demand, especially full explanations of 
any matter involving an expenditure of 
public money. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—[Hear, hear]. That 
is the point. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—TI can 
only assure my hon. friend that the Goy- 
ernment fully recognize that right, and 
that any expenditure of public money 
which may be made will be with the full 
sanction and approval of Parliament [hear, 
hear]. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said it seemed to him 
that the whole question was whether any 
expenditure of public money was going on 
without the sanction of Parlizment,. They 
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‘knew that East and West prepara- 
tions had been on foot for sending an 
armed expedition into the Territory. It 
was proper that this House should be in- 
formed whether those preparations were 
still going on or not, and a plain answer 
would satisfy members that things were 
not being done which the Government 
had no right todo. He hoped, therefore, 
the Premier would have no hesitation in 
quieting the public mind by stating 
whether the public expenditure was now 
going on witha view to prepare a military 
expedition for despatch to the Red River 
Territory, and what was the extent of the 
preparations if any had taken place. He 
[Mr. Dorion] could not conceive the Govy- 
ernment had any right to order public ex- 
penditure for any purpose whatever, with- 
out informing the House of its object and 
extent. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I will 
only make one remark upon the most un- 
fortunate speech of the hon. gentleman 
opposite, and it is this, that the Govern- 
ment are making arrangements ofa certain 
kind, which, however, cannot be carried 
out, and will not be carried out, without 
an express vote of Parliament. They will 
appeal to Parliament with,every confidence ; 
and instead of having their arrangements 
condemned for extravagance, they will 
more probably be censured for parsimony. 
I say no more. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had only 
one or two remarks to make upon what 
had been stated by the Minister of Justice. 
He (Mr. Holton) had based his whole 
questions on the fact that considerable ex- 
peniture had been already incurred—an 
expenditure which he regarded as im- 
proper without consulting Parliament 
while Parliament happened to be in ses- 
sion. He would only say that he hoped, 
with the hon. gentleman, that this matter 
would find a happy solution within a few 
hours, ora few days. Certainly no min 
could have so deep an interest in the reali- 
zation of that hope as the hon. gentleman 
himself, who, more thin any other main in 
the country, was responsible for the deplor- 
able dilemma into which we were brought, 
for he [Mr. Holton] maintained that 
the whole of this imbroglio in the North 
West was due to the unfortunate manage- 
ment, or want of management, of the hon. 
gentlemen opposite; to their ignorance of 
what was doing there, and to their vacilla- 
tions in doing what required to be done as 
emergencies arose f[hear, hear.] He 
(Mr. Holton], therefore, joined with the 
hon. gentleman in hoping that a happy so- 
lution would be found for the difficulty. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD could 
only say, inreply te the {hon gentleman, 
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that the Government accepted, and felt 
the responsibility, and believed they would 
have the support of a majority of this 
House, and of the country, in the course 
which they had taken. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the hon gen- 
tleman was in a position to say when the 
promised Bill would be brought down. It 
had been promised for Saturday, and was 
not yet before the House. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I will 
explain, that the discussion of this matter 
is carried on by Government, not with one 
or two or three alone, not with the dele. 
gates so-called, chosen by the convention— 
but with other gentlemen also. We are 
getting all the information we can from 
gentlemen who have come from that 
western country. We are discussing, 
primarily, those clauses which may be con- 
sidered disputed clauses—clauses in regard 
to which there are fears and jealousies on 
the part of the old settlers of the Terri- 
tory, lest they should be overridden in 
their rights by the newcomers. I believe 
that those jealousies are unfounded—but 
still we have got to overcome them, and 
to make it clear that there is no intention 
to do injustice. Saturday, Monday and 
to-day, myself and my hon. colleague who 
sits next to me, have been engaged con- 
tinuously—I may say night and day—in 
considering these very important ques- 


tions. This is a matter upon 
which too. much pains cannou 
be expended. It is a matter in 


which an enormous sum of money, 
and perhaps the future of this continent 
are involved, and therefore my hon. friend 
will see that it is inadvisable to bring down 
the measure with undue precipitancy. 
But I ean tell my hon. friend, that last 
night after going home from the House, 
and guided by communications with peo- 
ple from Red River Territory, I prepared a 
measure which may be brought down 
almost without delay. There were one or 
two points to be discussed to-day, and that 
discussion was going on from morning till 
half-past three, when we were sent for 
to come down to the House. To-morrow 
morning the questions under consideration 
will be settled, and I will probably be able 
shortly afterwards to bring down the moa- 
sure. It will be placed in the hands 
of the draftsman to-night, and when put 
into form to-morrow, will probably be laid 
before the House. I think 1t will be found 
to be a measure which will meet with sat- 
isfaction in all parts of the country, and 
especially in thvt part of it, represented 
by my hon, friend from Lambton [hear, 
hear]. 


Mr. 
ernment 


Govy- 
intend to continue 


MACKENZIE hoped the 
did mot 
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the services of the agent at St. Paul’s, 
employed by the Secretary of State 
for the Provinces, as a medium for trans- 
mission of despatches to and from the 
Territory. He had systematically colored 
the despatches from that quarter. He re- 
ferred to Mr. Wheelock, editor of St. 
Paul’s Press, the most rabid anti-Canadian 
that could be found. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said he thought Mr. 
Wheelock had forwarded everthing sent 
to him, faithfully. 

Mr. MACKENZIE-—-I doubt it. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL [North Lan- 


ark] said he gathered from the remark’ 


made by the Secretary of State for the 
Provinces that he approved of what had 
been done by the gentleman employed to 
transmit despatches at St. Paul’s, and in- 
tended to continue him in that capacity, 
believing him to have been faithful to his 
trust. He [Mr. Macdougall] was here 
to say, that he had very grave doubts 
upon that matter, andif the House enter- 
ed into a discussion of the subject he was 
prepared to give his reasons for those 
doubts. The hon. member for Lambton 
said truly that that gentleman was a most 
bitter and rabid anti-Canadian. He was 
editor of almost the only paper in the 
United States that justified the murder 
of Scott, and applauded the doings of the 
rebels at Red River. Even the New York 
Herald had abandoned that cause, and yet 
the St. Paul Press still approved of it. Be 
pMr. Macdougall] was amazed to find 
the hon. gentleman justifying his conduct, 
and approving what he had done. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the Secretary of State for the Pro- 
vinces stated no such thing. He simply 
stated that he believed that Mr. Wheelock 
transmitted faithfully all despatches sent 
through his hands. He (Sir John) knew 
this, because all despatches and papers 
sent through him by the Government 
were acknowledged by the parties to whom 
they were always sent. Under peculiar 
circumstances of that day, if they had 
not been sent through Mr. Wheelock, who 
was supposed to be friendly to those on 
the other side of the lines, they would 
very likely never have reached their desti- 
nation. ‘he member for North Lanark 
had himself received letters through Mr. 
Wheelock in due course. But these ex- 
ceptional times had long since passed 
away, and Government neither sent nor 
received any correspondence through Mr. 
Wheelock, since many months back. 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if it was pro- 
posed to consider the clauses in concur- 
rence as they had been passed in Commit- 
tee. He thought they might as well take 
the discussion now on the items as at any 
other time. 


Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS said it 
could not be denied that there was a diffi- 
culty in bringing down proposals for in- 
creased taxation, and were not likely to 
give satisfaction. There was no doubt 
that there was great discussion regarding 
the 4th resolution, and numerous remon- 
strances had reached him against that re- 
solution. It was his duty to receive a 
great many deputations and letters on the 
subject which he had submitted to his 
colleagues, and he had to submit now 
certain resolutions to the House. It would 
be most convenient to come at once to 
the articles most strongly objected to, and 
which had caused the strongest remon- 
strances, and those, moreover, which were 
most open to objection. But there were 
other reasons which led the Government 
to think it right toabandon such ascheme. 
The duties they were determined to aban- 
don were those on coal and on wheat, but 
not on flour. ‘They had also determined to 
propose an addition to the original words of 
the resolution respecting salt in the eighth 
resolution. They propose to add the words 
‘‘when imported from the United King- 
dom or jany British Possessions,’ the 
words ‘or imported for the use of sea and 
gulf fisheries,’’. so that for these purposes 
it would comein free. The next alteration 
was in the fourth resolution, and it was a 
mere technical one, the addition of the 
word ‘ greater’? which had been omitted. 
The next alteration was the correction of 
an error which had crept in accidentally 
as it was not intended to put an extra duty 
on Old Tom Gin, which was intended 
to go with ordinary spirits. He proposed 
also to take grease and grease scraps from 
the ten per cent list. He proposed also 
on the eleventh resolution to make such 
alterations as would remove some, possibly 
not all the objections on the subject of 
charges on goods. He proposed striking 
out the words ‘ on ship board, at the last 
place of shipment to Canada,” and substi- 
tute the words ‘ place where purchased,”’ 
and in the tenth line add after shipment 
to Canada, the words “and the United 
States.’’” As to the duties on tobacco, 
great exception had been taken to these 
and not without reason. 

Mr. MACKENZIE before proceeding to 
these, asked if any charge was to be made 
with regard to packages, 

Hon. Sir. FRANCIS HINCKS—No. With 
regard to the tobacco duty, the original 
resolution provided that that should 
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be increased from 5 to 1U cents and from 
10 to 15 cents, the duties on the lower 
qualities being increased 100-per cent., and 
the higher duties 50 percent. He proposed 
now io place the lower class duty at 7 per 
cent. Besides these alterations, he proposed 
alterations in additional resolutions and to 
give the Governor in Council power to enact 
by proclamation the charge upon cigars. 
Molasses imported for distilling purposes 
would be subject to a duty of 65 cents per 
gallon. There would be a drawback al- 
lowed upon corn when spirits manufactured 
from it were exportedy It was also pro- 
posed to establish an excise duty upon 
vinegar. It was also proposed to give 
coasting licenses to vessels navigating in- 
land waters of Canada, and impose a small 
fee for entrance for all vessels not licensed. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON saw the Government 
had yielded in most important points to 
which exception had been taken by his 
side of the House when the tariff resolu- 
tions were first introduced. They had 
abandoned absurd duties on coal and wheat, 
and the monstrous propositions for differ- 
ential duties in favour of direct importa- 
tion, but they adhered to the equally ob- 
noxious duty on flour and the duty upon 
packages. He thought the Opposition 
would help the Finance Minister to purge 
his resolutions of several objectionable 
features which he still supposed them to 
retain, and he [Mr. Holton] doubted very 
much whether the absurd duties he had. 
retained would be carried. It would not 
be wise to discuss the resolutions now, be- 


cause when they come up for concurrence | 


they might be entirely different [hear]. 

Mr. E. M. MACDONALD asked whether 
it was proposed to continue the proposed 
duty uponinsurance and freight. Under 
the proposed method the tax would fall 
unequally upon importers. 


Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS had taken 
legal opinion and was satisfied as to the 
correctness of the duty. By the proposed 
system goods purchased at Manchester 
would not be liable to any charges after 
they had left Manchester. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) asked if the Finance 
Minister intended that Indian corn im- 
ported for the purpose of being distilled 
would be allowed a drawback when the 
liquor from the corn was intended for ex. 
portation. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. 


Mr. WORKMAN said he had listened 
with great pleasure to the announcements 
of the Hon. Minister of Finance and thought 
the whole mercantile community would be 
very much pleased with his changes, every 
one of which had been in the right diree- 
tion. 
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Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE said the Finance 
Minister had stated he would abandon the 
duty on coal, but did not say he would 
abandon the duty on flour, (hear, hear). 
He (Mr. Levesconte) supported the duty 
on flour on the supposition that the Fi- 
nance Minister would place a duty on coal. 
The Government had taken the members 
from Nova Scotia by surprise. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER—Hear, hear. 


Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE said the Gov- 
ernment had not dealt fairly with them, 
looking at the fact that the Nova Scotian 
members had put up with a duty on flour 
knowing that in nine cases out of ten, the 
act would amount to a death warrant from 
their constituents. Did the Government 
suppose any Nova Scotian member would 
support the Bill as it now stood. Ifso, 
they would deserve the execration of their 
constituents, and he hoped they would 
get it. 

Mr. MAGILL considered the Finance Min- 
ister had made changes in the right direc- 
tion, and they would not fail to give satis- 
faction to a majority of the people of the 
Dominion, especially the abandonment of 
inland charges. If the duty on coal was 
abolished, so ought the duty on flour, if 
that would be for the benefit of our Nova 
Scotia friends, but the prospect was that 
flour would be extraordmarily cheap 
for years to come [hear]. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, with 
regard to cigars a great number of inqui- 
ries had been instituted to ascertain the 
weight of cigars manufactured in this 
country and in Germany, and they had de- 
cided to adopt the English plan, and make 
allowance for moisture of those made in 
this country. 


Hon. Mr. DORION asked if the duty was 
to be taken off other grain besides wheat. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No. 


Mr. OLIVER said if the Finance Minis- 
ter took into consideration the interests of 
the cities alone, and not those of rural 
parts, he would find that if the interests 
of the latter succeeded, those of the cities 
would suffer; also, as to the duties on 
flour the Finance Minister discriminated in 
favour of the Canadian miller, and not of 
the Canadian farmer, (hear, hear). If 
that policy of discrimination were to be 
carried out it should be in favour of the 
producer, and not of the manufacturer. 
There had béen great promise as to a na- 
tional policy, but if that were a national 
policy it would place them very low in the 
scale ofnations. One of the great objects 
of this national policy was to create a trade 
between the two extremities of the Do- 
minion; but that“ object would be com- ° 
pletely destroyed by the removal of duty 
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from coal and wheat. He believed that all | discriminative against the native manufac- 


the materials which entered into the man- 
ufacture of spirituous liquors ought to be 
subjected to the heaviest taxes. When in- 
troducing these resolutions, the Finance 
‘Minister stated he proposeda duty on 
flour, wheat, and the coarser grains, on ac- 
count of the pressure brought to bear from 
certain quarters. But greater pressure 
had been brought to bear on him with res- 
pect to the article of coal oil, and if the 
desire of the people had any weight at all 
with the Government, certainly those re- 
presentations ought to have been taken 
into consideration. He would now come 
to the question of the duty on tobacco and 
cigars. He might state that he had made 
calculations on the subject based on official 
documents, and that with respect to the 
weight of cigars, he had gone to several 
tobacco stores in that city and weighed the 
cigars, so as not to be compelled to take 
the statementiof any interested indviduals. 
He found, comparing old duties with new 
duties on the full amount of cigars im- 
ported and manufactured, that there were 
imported in 1868 and in 1869 10,642 M; 
duty collected, $67,126; the new made 10,. 
662 M. at 11 lbs, per M; 117,062 lbs. cut 
at 45c. $52,677; increase of ‘duty 42 per 
cent ; manufactured in 1868 and 1869, 11,- 
628 M; excise duty collected $23, 409 the 
same under the new tariff, 11, 628 M. at 12 
1-2 lbs. per M; 145,350 Ibs. at 30c per lb. 
$43,605 ; increase m duty 86 per cent. 
Cigar statements comparing old duties with 
mew on Cigars not over $10 imported and 
manufactured ; imported in 1868 and 1869 
7,067 M; ; imported duty collected, $22,102 ; 
the same under new duties, 793, 675 at 11 
lbs per M. 81,067 lbs. at 450. £66, 466 ; in- 
crease in duty 65 per cent. Excise state- 
ment of cigars under $10, 4,205 pounds 
manufactured in 1868 and 1869; duty col- 
lected $4.205. Under the new tariff 4,205 
per M. at 123 lbs. per M.; 52,562, at 3 015, 
768, increase in duty 38. 15 per cent. State- 
ment comparing—Companies, 1 M. import- 
ed at $10 and 1 M. manufactured, all 1 M. 
imported duty $3.00; old manufactured 1 
M $1; $22 M. in favour of new; 11 lbs. at 
one per lb. $4 95; new manufacture, 12 
-2 lbs. at 67 1-2, in favour $1 20. As to 
ion there was imported in 1868 and 
1869, 500,669 lbs; cost $104,681; duty, 
$78, 678. New tariff, $500, 669 ; cost, $104,- 
681; ; duty, $113, 04 ; increase of duty 45 
per cent. Excise ’68- "69, 5,273,591 Ibs. at 
10¢ $527,359; new tariff, 5, 273,591 pounds 
at lode, $791, 068 increase in duty at 50 
per cent. It was of the cheap imported 
cigars that the manufacturers complained 
the most, and the duties proposed were 
65 per cent on foreign cigars, against $3:- 
75 on the article manufactured in the 
country. The duty on tobacco was also 


Mr. Oliver. 


| laughter). 


turer. If the same quantity was imported 
the proposed duty would increase the re- 
ceipts 45 per cent, but in the case of home 
manufactured article the increase in duty 
would be 50 per cent. It wasa matter 
of the greatest importance that these 
things should be takeninto consideration. 
He desired that they should take into 
account the whole interests of the Domin- 
ion and not sectional considerations. He 
was not in favour of favouring the millers 
at the expense of the farmers. They 
should be both treated alike. Canada 
was subject to the restrictive tariff of the 
United States ; and if they were to adopta 
national policy, it ought to be brought 
down and maintained, “and not chan ged 
through the influence of any party or sec- 
tion. He thought that the Government 
could never be respected so long as they 
were without a fixed policy which could 
hold together for two consecutive days. A 
greater amount of revenue was required‘ 
for there was, he maintained, a deficiency. 

Look at the extr avagance practiced in the 
Government, instances of which he quoted 
from the public accounts, ineluding statu- 
tory payments, &c. The Government 
ought to reduce the expenditure and then 
there would be no necessity for fresh im- 
position of taxes. 


Mr. ROSS, (Victoria), exhibiting a copy 
of the original resolution, said he held in 
his hand the great national policy. (Loud 
It was a perfect insult to the 
nation; and may Providence have mercy 
upon the nation that adopted it. The 
Government were running about after a 
policy and seemed never able to hold it 
when they had got one. He thought that 
no discrimination should be made between 
Nova Scotia and the western Provinces in 
the case of flour, and if it was Parliament- 
ary he would like the Government to make 
it ‘‘cheap.’’ (Loud laughter). His feel- 
ings were so strong that he could not trust 
himself to speak on the subject, he would 
trust only to the justice of the House out- 
side of the Government. 


Mr. BODWELL opposed the policy sub- 
mitted to-day by the Fmance Minister be- 
cause it was not sufficiently free trade. 
The policy proposed was a retaliatory one ; 
it was to be regretted that the Finance 
Minister, ina time of peace, should pro- 
pose additional taxation ; but the consis- 
tency of the scheme when first introduced 
had been destroyed, and it now discriminat- 
ed most unfairly in favour of Ontario, 
against the Maritime Provinces. The pub- 
lished returns showed that Nova Scotia 
imported by far the largest proportion of 
bread stuffs, on which a duty was now prc- 
posed to be placed. The western farmers 
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did not ask for protection; and _ there 
would be a great injustice done in placing 
a duty on Indiancorn. With regard to it 
being used chiefly in the manufacture of 
whisky, it would be better to place an in- 
creased excise duty on that article, and 
not indiscriminately on the imported 
article, a great portion of which was used 
for feeding purposes by farmers on whom 
the additional tax would fall most heavily. 
The additional provisions with regard to 
salt did not obviate, to his mind, the ob- 
jections tothem. If they were to submit 
to increased taxation, they ought to know 
that there was a necessity for it. He 
denied that the western farmers were in 
favour of protection for their products. 
The policy of the Government with the 
view of satisfying the United States was a 
failure, and they could not expect other 
Provinces to come into the Dominion if 
the Government continued its present 
policy. The measures of the Government 
were not satisfactory to any one of the 
Provinces, and especially in that question 
of tariff. He would recommend that the 
Finance Minister, as a matter of policy 
should abandon altogether the tariff which 
he had introduced. Sucha course would 
be received with satisfaction by all par- 
ties. 

Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) was not 
desirous of doing anything to other Pro- 
vinces, which he would not like to be done 
to the Province of Ontario. (Hear, hear). 
He was rather in favour of the tariff as 
originally introduced, but now it was al- 
most unfairly altered, and the most ob- 
jectionable feature only had been retained. 
He should move ian. amendment, there- 
fore, to the effect that flour and wheat 
should be restored to the free list. (Hear, 
hear). 

Mr. GIBBS heard with surprise and 
smazement the statement of the Finance 
Minister. After the badgering the Gov- 
ernment had received on the. Banking 
and Interest Bills, he thought they would 
certainly have adhered to the tariff. He 
had thought that they would see in that 
question something like principle main- 
tained. (Hear, hear). Whatever might 
be the objections of hon. members to the 
original resolutions they were at least 
consistent, but that could not be said of 
the scheme now introduced. He thought 
that, as a matter of course, the duty should 
be taken off flour. It was announced by 
the Finance Minister that he intended to 
remove the duty only on wheat. (Hear). 
He should not stop there. He should re- 
move the duty on packages and salt. If 
they were to have any principles at all in 
the matter, the best course for the Gov- 
ernment was to withdraw their tariff 
scheme altogether, 
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Mr. JONES (Leeds) was inclined to sup- 
port the tariff as originally introduced, but 
was oOpposel to it as it had becn now 
changed. 

It being 6 o’clock, the*House rose for 
recess, 


AFTER RECKSS. 


Mr. JONES resumed the dehate and 
contended that the Canadian fariuer would 
be placed in an unfavourable position 
compared with the American farmer. Pe 
maintained that the duties should be levied 
on articles that can be raised here, and 
that by a duty on American corn and grain 
alarge revenue could be raised to the 
benetit ot the farmers“and general com- 
munity. The heavy taxes levied by the 
Americans were paid in a great part by 
Canada, and the feeling in this country 
was strongly in favour of the protection 
which he had believed the Ministry would 
carry out, but they appeared to have no 
policy, but were changed by every depu- 
tation that waited on them. 

Mr. FERGUSON believed the country had. 
been well pleased with the policy intro- 
duced by the Ministry as a whole. He 
could not hope that the Government would 
go back to that, although he thought 
they might now return to it withsafety, as 
the country which supported the cities 
should be consulted and satisfied. He 
could not support the amendment of the 
hon. member for Glengarry as it would 
only be making bad worse. 

Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, with 
regard to the motion of the member for 
Glengarry he was quite prepared to deal 
with that. Since the House rose at six 
o’clock the Government had been in con- 
sultation and he would state the position 
they had arrived at. Early in the after- 
noon he had stated that the Government 
had te consider the great many sugges- 
tions that had been made since the pro- 
posals had been laid before the House. 
Nearly all of these had been considered 
and some adopted. The articles of coal 
and wheat he would alone, at present, 
refer to. A great many representations 
had been made to the Government, not 
alone from the cities, but from members 
of the House, more particularly on the 
subject of the duty on coal. For the last 
two or three days, as he believed was 
well known to the members of the House, 
the first Minister and the Minister of 
Militia had been incessantly engaged in 
the consideration’.of affairs of the North 
West, so much so that it was almost impos- 
sible for the other members of the Gov- 
ernment to have an opportunity of consult- 
ing them. Both of them had been en- 
gaged from an early hour to-day, and dur- 
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ing the whole day on this business. It ke- 
came necessary then to determine what 
business should be taken up to-day, and as 
they saw 1t was impossible to go on 
With the North West question, and it was 
desirable to obtain concurrence on the re- 
solutions, in Ways and Means, it was de- 
termined to take them up. It became 
then his duty to submit them to the only 
colleagues he could consult. He said he 
did not believe it possible to carry the 
duty on coal, and as representations had 
been also very strong on wheat, it was 
very desirable before asking for concur- 
rence to settle what they should do under 
the ciircumstances in which they were 
placed. They waited a considerable time, 
for one or two hours, for the first Minister, 
at last he was forced to'send for him to be 
enabled to arrive ata decision. In con- 
sequence the first Minister came to the 
Council. He was not there five minutes, 
the Minister of Militia was not there at 
all, It was most desirable that they should 
have had fheir assistance. The decision 
arrived at had been announced in 
the afternoon. He was referring more 
particularly to the two articles of coal and 
wheat, which alone had been the subject 
of consideration to-day. ‘The conclusion 
had been arrived at, and the first Minister 
left to communicate with the Minister of 
Militia, and it was only at three o’clock. 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN was sorry to hear the 
policy of the honourable gentleman (hear). 
He had hoped that, having started in the 
path of improvement, the Finance Mi- 
' nister and his colleagues would yield to 
the manifest opinion of the House, and 
that he was about to yield the duty on 
flour and malt (cheers). One of the most 
striking features of the tariff was the ut- 
ter carelessness of the interests of New 
Brunswick, nothing had been done for 
the despised Province of New Bruns- 
wick, and it was time that its members 
spoke out for its rights and cease to 
palter with the subject. With their rights 
disregarded, and interests trampled upon, 
there was no att tempt made to protect any 
single interest of New Brunswick, and 
every promise that had been made before 
Confederation was violated. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—What 
promises ? 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN said the promises that 
their interests would be protected; and, 


in short, that they were to be hetter 
off and a more prosperous people than 


they were before Confederation. But the 
papers of the Lower Provinces, though 


some of them were subsidized by the Goy- 
ernment, have been compelled within the 
last two or' three weeks to denounce their 
fiscal policy. He was sorry to take that 
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sectional line of argument, but was com- 
pelled to do so. He most emphatically 
protested against New Brunswick: being 
taxed for the benefit of Nova Scotia, 
and to favour her coal interests. Why 
should a tax be put,on flour, that a few 
millers should have a monopoly of the 
markets of the Maritime Provinces. Be- 
fore Confederation there were no excise 
duties in New Brunswick. Manufacturers 
made beer and porter as they pleased, and 
sold it. as they pleased; but now there 
were excise duties and it was even pro- 
posed to put duties on hops. He had no 
objection to put taxes on spirituous li- 
quors, but when it came to the food of the 
people it was another matter. ‘T'he mem- 
bers for Ontario had admitted that that 
Province could not raise corn as good as 
was raised in the Western States, yet it 
was proposed to compel New Brunswick to 
pay a tax on this corn, the food of the 
poorest portion of her people. He told 
the Government, New Brunswick would 
not be content nor quiet under burdens of 
that kind, (hear, hear) and if the Ministry 
persisted in their present policy they would 
have another Province to conciliate be- 
sides Nova Scotia. The present policy was 
one of burdens. New Brunswick was com- 
pelled to bear it all; to bear the coal bur- 
den for the benefit of Nova Scotia, and the 
flour burden for the benefit of the farmers 
and millers of Ontario. The representa- 
tives of New Brunswick had not taken 
part in parish politics that Session, but had 
treated everything in a broad national 
spirit. The local elections for New Bruns- 
wick would take place in a short time, and 
he was much mistaken in the people if 
they would not return members opposed . 
to the present financial condition of the 
Dominion and perhaps hostile to Confede- 
ration (hear, hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that in 1864 attempts had been made 
for Reciprocal trade with the United 
States, and everything had been done to 
return to the old state of things. If that 
result had not been arrived at, it was no 
fault of the Government or Legislature of 
Canada. The Government had gone 
as far as it could properly, and had been 
charged with going too far. They had 
been charged with having placed Can- 
ada ina humiliating position when they 
sent the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
and the present Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ontario to Washington, and they had 
been told by a very large and strong and 
important party in Canada that they had 
‘kissed the foot’? of a foreign Govern- 
ment—of the Arherican Government—and 
that the Government, in acting as they 
had done, had descended from the posi- 
tion they ought to have taken. Since 1865 
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to the present moment the Government 
had pursued the same course. They had 
waited from year to year, and from session 
to session, to see if there was any desire, 
on the part of the American Government 
or Legislature, to return to the old state 
of affairs. They found there was no pros- 
pect now of such areturn, and that it had 
been settled that no Reciprocity Treaty 
should be made with Canada. Still the 
Canadian Government did not propose to 
adopt a retaliatory policy. Before these 
resolutions had been introduced hon. 
members had brought down petitions from 
all parts of the country, for the adoption 
of a national policy (no, no). He would 
ask—judging from the petitions presented 
to this House since the beginning of the 
session—if there had not been a general 
pronunciamento from all parts of Canada in 
favour of a national policy (hear). 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—No. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—The 
hon. member for Chateauguay says no. 
Well, he represents Chateauguay, and 
not the whole country. Perhaps his con- 
stituents do not understand the merits of 
Reciprocity with the United States, and 
the merits of the Canadian policy. The 
hon. member for Chateauguay was ob- 
stinately opposed to anything like a na- 
tional policy. The hon. gentleman thinks 
that Free Trade, after the fashion of Jer- 
emy Bentham, John Stuart Mill, and John 
Bright is the Bible, the catechism, the 
creed, and the paternoster of the political 
belief of Canada. That hon. gentleman’s 
belief and his (Sir John’s) were altogether 
different. He was a most tremendous dis- 
believer in his (Mr. Holton’s) policy. He 
(Sir John) believed we had a policy of our 
own, and that we would have a policy of 
our own, notwithstanding the remarks of 
the hon. gentleman. 


Mr. MACKENZIE--What is it? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he would come to that by and by. Since 
1865 Canada had waited long and patient- 
ly, and had not resented, as she might 
have resented, the policy that had been 
observed and carried out on -the other 
side of the line—a policy by which Cana- 
dian interests had been snubbed wherever 
they could, and United States interests as 
against Canadian interests furthered as 
muchas possible. Canada had not made 
one single remark, nor was there any at- 
tempt to carry out.a revengeful or retal- 
iatory policy. Canada took a straightfor- 
ward course—a much better policy than 
that taken by the American Republic. We 
took our own grounl; we were not to be 
seduced, either by the strong course taken 
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held out agrinst us; we took a higher 
course. 


Mr. MACKEN ZIE——And were se 
last (laughter). 


Hon. Sip JOHN A. MACDONALD—No, 
sir. Canada took a straightforward course 
—-and so long as there was any chance of 
resuming reciprocal trade—so long as 
they had any reason to believe that the 
American Legislature anil people and 
Government desired Reciprocity—the Ca- 
nadian Government had hesitated in taking 
decisive action. But he would ask the 
hon. gentlemen opposite if they saw any 
indication or any ground which would lead 
this House to suppose that any overtures 
for the renewal of Reciprocity would be 
favourably received by the Congress and 
Government of the United States. He- 


luced at 


thought the time had come for us to wait 


no longer, and if we waited longer it would 
be a matter of humiliation, and he thought 
at the beginning of the session there 
had been a most fortunate  indica- 
tion of the opinion of the House that 
the Government should not wait any lon- 
ger. Asthe Government had waited for 
something like reciprocal action as the 
Canadian people could bear, they had de- 
termined to bring down a certain scale of 
duties. Those propositions had met with 
the general assent of the House. It was 
true that'some of those propositions were 
unfriendly; in one sense, to one por- 
tion of the Dominion; and other prop- 
ositions were unfriendly to another por- 
tion of the Dominion. For instance, the 
duty on coal, which would be of service to 
Nova Scotia, might affect injuriously some 
interests of the western Province; but the 
western Province could have a special duty 
for their productions. It was a matter of 
compromise—a matter in which the West, 
and Kast, and Centre combined. We must 
have one general, policy—one general sys- 
tem—we must have a Canadian policy, 
or have no Canadian policy. Now, the 
Government would contend for, and insist 
upon, one general Canadian policy. His 
hon. friend, the Minister of Finance, had 
announced that the Government were 
anxious to carry out that policy, and the 
Government believed that the resolutions 
earried through Committee would embody 
the Canadian policy. The Government 
had abandoned, with great regret, the - 
duties on coal and wheat, as they believed 
the House was not prepared to carry these 
two items; but they were now determined 
to carry out a Canadian policy in its en- 
tirety, notwithstanding the temporary in- 
convenience it might cause to particular 
portions of the Dominion, and he believed 
the Government could call upon those 


agiinst us, or by the threats that were} parts of the country to assist them in car- 


| 
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rying out a national policy, and at thefame 
time call upon the other part to yield to 
anything in the tariff which might locally 
affect them unfavourably, if it benefitted 
the whole country. They’ must rise su- 
_ perior to any local question or interest, 
and he asked the House to support the 
tariff as it was now, and the consequences 
would be greater than any one could well 
classify in a discussion of this kind. He 
believed it was of the very greatest import- 
ance that the people on the other side of 
the line should know that we adopt 
a line of our own, and that if there were 
tariffs on one side of the line, we could 
have tariffs on the other side. We have 
never got ourselves into a position to 
adopt a policy of our own; we have been 
playing, as it has been called, a “a waiting 
game,’’ and now that there is no chance 
of reasonable legislation on the other side, 
we must take our own course. He admit- 
ted that a portion of the present tariff 
might press unduly upon particular parts 
of the country, but he asked his hon. 
friends from Western Canada to support 
the duty on coal ; and he asked other hon. 
members, from any particular locality, who 
felt that a particular duty pressed unduly 
upon that locality, to give up for a mo- 
ment the consideration of local interests, 
and to consider what was best for the whole 
country. He would tell the hon. members 
for Gloucester and Chateauguay that the 
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interests of Canada as a whole were included 
in the present tariff—interests were con- 
cerned in having a national policy; and 
that national policy was far less adverse to 
the United States than their policy had 
been with regard to Canada. He believed 
we should decide upon and carry out a 
policy of our own, irrespective of conses 
quences; and thought if we did not, the 
United States would play with us as they 
had played with us since 1864. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said in the difficult task 
of endeavouring to work in union harmon- 
iously and peacefully some local interests 
had to yield, but he denied that he had 
disregarded the interest of New Bruns- 
wick, at the same time he had been com- 
pelled at times to yield in his convictions. 
It could not be expected that New Bruns- 
wick opinions could be adopted in every 
case, and in some cases he had felt that he 
ought to have had a larger New Brunswick 
support than had been accorded to him. 
He then reviewed the Canadian commer- 
cial policy since Confederation with respect 
to the Provinces and the United States. 
He admitted that the duty on coal bore 
heavily on New Brunswick, but one effect 
of the large importation last year of coal 
into St. John was the reduction in price of | 
English coal. He maintained that the 
promises made at the beginning of Con- | 
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federation had been fulfilled, and he 
proved this from the statement made by 
the hon. member for Gloucester. While 
New Brunswick paid less in 1869 than in 
1866, they had more than $50,000 more for 
roads and other local improvements. In 
the first year of Confederation New Bruns- 
wick got as much from the Dominion as 
they paid in, and up to the present time 
they had no reason to complain of injustice 
being done to them. He never would 
ask for more than he felt they were en- 
titled to. 

Hon. Mr. CONNELL said that this sub- 
ject was one of very great importance to 
the people of New Brunswick, and there- 
fore he would desire to make a few obser- 
vations, with reference to the speech of 
the Minister of Customs, as it was desira- 
ble to point out the errors contained in it. 
He (Hon. Mr. Connell) had been an ac. 
tive ~promoter of Confederation, and in 
order to bring it about he had worked 
heartily and cheerfully. The Minister of 
Customs knew very well that a strong 
pressure had been brought to bear to re- 
sist its accomplishment, and every where 
the elections were contested bitterly. 
Without going into details he might say 
that he regarded this as one of those mea- 
sures which must ultimately take place, 
and believed that very great benefit would 
accrue from it. But the result depended 
on the manner in which affairs were con- 
ducted. That all the benefits expected 
had resulted from Confederation had not 
been realised, he was forced to admit ; but 
if there had been a proper administration 
of affairs he believed the Dominion would 
not have been in its present condition. 
The Minister of Customs had endeavoured 
to show that the people of New Brunswick 
were in a better condition than they had 
been previous to Confederation; that they 
were receiving a larger amount of money 
than they did then, and that they were 
spending more money now on roads and 
bridges, than they had done at any time 
previous, and that for this purpose 
they had appropriated $50,000 additional 
for road service. But this was an 
error. It was true that having at the 
time of the Union a surplus of $200,000 
in the local treasury available for this pur- 
pose, so that they were able for a time to 
give larger sums than usual for these pur- 
poses. They were now reducing these and 
the estimates for this year exceeded the 
receipts. For local purposes they were 
compelled to lay on an export tax on lum- 
ber which yielded $60,000, and when at 
the end of ten years the subsidy of $63,000 
was withdrawn, it was difficult to see how 
they were to meet local expenditures. 
With regard to the tariff, he thought it 
would have been easier to have saved this 
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money, been a much more benefical 
course, and have avoided giving cause for 
complaint, than the imposition of fresh 
taxes rendered necessary—if necessary at 
all—by want of proper economy and due 
attention to the administration of the af- 
fairs of the Dominicn. It was most unfair 
and unjust that such proposals should now 
be made and he was forced to denounce 
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them in the strongest terms, as 
the people of New _ Brunswick, 
at this moment even, were paying 


a greater amount than they had been oblig- 
ed to do formerly for Customs and Excise. 
Taking the revenue derived from Customs 
and Excise for 1869, this could be at once 
seen. In that year, as would be seen by 
the table he had prepared, the people of 
New Brunswick on these two items were 
aying $4.08 per head; Ontario and 
Bucbes €3:53, and Nova Scotia $3.54. In 
that year OnraRIo and QuEBeEc paid for 


PMS Ler yh bik hil Pian a ORAS matte $6,349,935.01 
BIOL Coe ee ie oo aaa 2,526,939,.53 

$8,876,874.54 

NOVA SCOTIA. 

HOE oe STA a a a a ei a $1,080,097.53 
Sp OE SR Egg ae Cet id Te arpa ear gm 22,857.30 

$1,172, 954.83 

NEW BRUNSWICK. 

RUSHOLIB SS Sy ciahd ete eee $940,721.05 
ge RA He Pa A oe Neg ak 90,073.11 


$1,030,794.16 
By taking the populations by the census 
of 1861, it would be seen that the figures 
he had given were correct. By the Census 
the different Provinces stood thus: 


Ontario and Quebec........ 2,507,657 
NOV OCO bla. i ae en 330,857 
New Brunswick... 20.0.0) 22. 252,047 


This was considerably more than the 
Minister of Customs had’ considered it pos- 
sible the people of New Brunswick couid 
be called on to pay by entering the Union. 
In a speech delivered by that gentleman 
in February 1866, he is reported to have 
said,’ : 

‘‘Controller Smith in his last Annual re- 
port says :— 

Canadians paid in 1864, 


$2.56, per head 
Nova Scotians ‘ yi 6 


69, a 


New Brunswickers ‘ a) 6 Is “8 
Newfoundlanders ‘e Lah id 
P. E. Islanders vc TOS) ise oe 


These rates give as receipts from Imports 
and Excise duties in these Provinces on 
the population of 1864, $9,580,231.40. Mr. 
Smith states the population at 3,638,151, 
which at $3.10 per head, would give 
$11,247,268,—a sum ample, with the spec- 
ialfunds not enumerated by Mr. Smith, to 
meet the expenses of the proposed Union.” 
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He would read another extract to show 
that the Minister of Customs was most ex- 
plicit as to the amount that would be le- 
vied by the tariff after admission into the 
Confederation. He would, especially, also 
call attention to one statement in it, that 
respecting the Intercolonial Railway, to 
which, however, he would not more parti- . 
cularly refer, as it did not strictly belong 
to the subject in hand. The Minister of 
Customs says: ‘But he would go further 
and say that the Canadian tariff would not 
be applied to the Confederation, as a new 
tariff would have to be adopted to meet 
the altered circumstances ; and no taritt 
could be made that would render it neces- 
sary to impose higher duties than would 
produce an average of $3.10 per head, the 
very amount we now pay. Butsome one 
might say to him—‘How can you have the 
face to tell us that, Mr. Tilley, and at the 
same time that the Intercolonial Railway 
must be built ?’ It was not in contempla- 
tion to build the Intercolonial road by the 
General Government, but let it be under- 
taken by a company under a Government 
subsidy. When the conference sat they 
had propositions before them from an 
English Company who were ready to un- 
dertake the work; and the General Gov- 
ernment could easily meet such a proposi- 
tion by the issue of bonds‘endorsed by the 
British Government, as formerly proposed, 
at 4 per cent. interest. The bonds given 
by the General Government could not in 
that way exceed $12,000,000, which at 4 
per cent. would give us yearly interest pay- 
able by the General Government, $480,000. 


‘‘¢ Well,’ an objector might say, ‘ here 
is an additional charge,—Militia $400,000 
more, General Government a large amount 
more.’ Well, admit it, and the canals, too, 


}about which so much had been said, and 


the final balance would not be affected. 
Put them all down and apply the 3.10 per 
head to the whole population of the Union, 
and there would be more money than 
would be necessary to do the whole. As 
already shewn, the $3.10 applied to the 
whole would produce $11,247.68—a sum 
more than sufticient todefray all expenses. 
And thus we stood in the happy position, 
that whilst other colonies would have to 
raise their tariff we would not have to ad- 
vance ours.”’ 


He had already shown that the amount 
now levied was much in excess of this 
amount of $3.10 per head, beyond which is 
was not to go. But the Minister of Cus- 
toms goes farther and shows the great pe- 
cuniary advantages to be derived from the 
Act of Union, and which might have been 
secured had a proper economy of spirit 
prevailed. The Minister of Customs in the 
same month of February, 1866, has put on 
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record ¢his views on the subject. 
said then: 
“The following is a statement of the 
moneys secured to New Brunswick in Union 
under the Quebec arrangement, as compar- 


He 


ed with the revenues received out of 
Union :— 
Interest on debt of 7 

Geet eer gee. . $420,000. 
Less earnings of E. 

and N, A. Railway, 

Pe CRORE aie Soh sinae tes 30,000 

$390,000 

New Brunswick liabili- 


ties, under Act of 1862, 
for construction of the 
Intercolonial Railway, 
and assumed by the 
General Government 
Re te AR GR $175,000 
Salaries ofGovernor and 

Judges to be paid by 

General Government 

Collection and protection 
of Revenue. 

Post Office deficiency, Mi- 
litia expenditure in 
N. B., being the por- 
tion for the Province 
out of $1,000,000 for 
this Bervice Le 

Estimated contribution 
for improvement of 
harbors, navigation of 
rivers and Geological 
od hE 2h RUE aD NR OA 

Annual subsidy 80 cents 
WELCH OM Ea iL Mann, 

Export duty, Casualand 
Territorial Hpac? 
&e., say . we 


23,000 
41,000 


75,000 


12,000 
201,000 


98,000 
$1,037,000 


Add for ten years 65, 


OOO a year 63,000 


$1,100,000 

These are the pecuniary advantages in 
the union. Did that look like selling our- 
selves for 80 cents per head ? 

Compare them with the total revenues, 
from all sources, in 1864 and 1865, The 
revenue of 1864, and estimated revenue of 
1865, as stated by Mr. Gillmor, Provincial 
Secretar y, at the last session of the Legis- 
lature, are as follows: 

1864 (THE LARGEST REVENUE EVER RECEIVED). 
Imports, less era bee paid. .$702, 107.10. 
Exports, 67, 640.66. 
Casual and terr a evenue. 30,7 38.31. 
Railway impost, less drawbacks LT 512.88. 


$971,998.95. 
Estimated revenue of 1865... . 728,300.00. 
$1,695, 298.95. 


Average for twoyears....... 847,649.47. 


Hon. Mr. Connell. 
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Well, what was really the state of the 
case? He had hada statement prepared 


which showed the sums contributed to 
and received from the Dominion in 1869. 
This statement showed: 


PAID. 

CUS tODIS | ce ea nS $899,517 . 

ae SNe: SRY AF, Yalta trae 90,073 

Heide We A. Railway soo. 5 apne & 

NOE YOVORGR. el pa reper es 56,645 

BUY (Stam PS en chat hee 20,000 

Sick seamen’s fund... 2.0272... pebay 
lL, 075, 413 

RECEIVED, 

80 Cents per Head, ea. We cea $ 201,638 

Legislative grant... oo. 3s Sow 50,000 

len yeate wrant. 20 oe eee eene 63,000 

provernors Salary. : ool ce aa cee 7,000 

Judges’ salary and allowances... 29,693 

ingerest on Webi. erie peak 420,000 

POsb Olice d6ncib. Oey 2s eee 31,623 

‘Collection and charges of excise 

and customs 1 revenue........ 110,624 

Miscellancous.:) 9" Vey, cee 125,863 

1,037,441 


Balance paid by New Brunswick 
OVEr FOCOIDIS Si bts we a eee 37,972 
But bad as this was there was yet some- 
thing more. There were expenditures 
much greater on the services than there 
was any necessity for. These amounted 
to no less than $112,293 in the course of 
the year, making a total amount of $150, 
265, paid out by New Brunswick over what | 
was received. It would have been far bet- 
ter for that Province to have built her 
public works herself, and raised a revenue 


for the purpose. He appealed to 
hon. gentlemen if it would 
not have been better for the 


Government to have economised, to have 
deferred the large expenditure of $650,000 
for Custom Houses and other buildings for 
the present at least, than incur fresh debt 
leading to great dissatisfaction. During 
the first session he had moved a resolution 
urging economy in all the Departments of 
the Civil Service, but the motion was ob- 
jected to by the Minister of Justice as 
comprising too large a scope, as affecting 
not only the officers of the House but 
those of the Departments, and that the 
Government themselves intended to deal 
with the question. The matter was set- 
tled with regard to the officers of the 
House, and then the Government passed 
ameasure to regulate the Civil Service, 
the avowed object being to secure economy 
and effect retrenchment. But the result 
had been to increase largely the number 
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of officers throughout the Dominion. 
Total number and salaries of employees 
in each of the following Departments as 
shown in the Public Accounts for 1868 and 
estimated for 1870-71, respectively: 


1868. 1870-71. 

DEPARTMENT. NO. SALARIES. NO. SALARIES. 
Governor’s Sec.. 8 $10,210 T $ 6,655 
Privy Council...11 12,170 2 12,933 
dusticeli yy). 4 1 50TS 8 8,192 
| ae 15) 18,784 25° 25,980 
Sec. of State....34 28,9385 20 21,587 
Sec.of Provinces. 7 8,021 18 15,670 
Finance.........29 36,580 31 36,455 
Rec. General....11 15,570 12 15,700 
Cheboras, o. 9)". 16 21,911, 20 20,540 
Inland Revenue. 9 8,631 17 18,200 
Public Work....26 25,416 28 37,740 
Post Office... - 47 43,830 58 49,940 
Agriculture.....17 18,706 23 19,705 
Ma. & Fisheries.11 10,088 15 14,210 
Treasury Board. .— 2°" 3,000 


Total. .°'.-. 245$253 875 291 $30,6507 


Being an increase of 46 employees and 
$52,000 salaries. 


This was the mode which had been 
taken to economise expenses. In New 
Brunswick the dissatisfaction was 
general and the Minister of  Cus- 
toms had _ effected one thing :— 
every newspaper throughout the Province 
denounced the extravagance of the Gov- 
ernment, and letters confirmed the state- 
ment that this feeling was general. It was 
felt that if the affairs of the country were 
tobe conducted in this way, the sooner 
New Brunswick got rid of the connection 
the better. He himself had come here a 
strong Confederate, anxious to promote 
the success of Confederation in every way, 
as much as the Minister of Customs. Had 
the honourable gentleman ever consulted 
New Brunswick about any measures pro- 


posed, except the Election law, to which 


little attention was paid ? Measures were 
pushed through without New Brunswick 
having any opportunity of learning any- 
thing respecting them. The proposed 


tariff was intensifying the feeling, so much 
so indeed, that he had received a letter from 
a constituent that day, declaring that if it 


was persisted in that he felt if he had the 
power he would be the Riel of New Bruns- 


wick, with the exception of the murder of 


Scott, which in every respect was to be 
most strongly condemned. This showed 
the feeling that existed. He had never 
encouraged such a state of feeling, for he 


was most anxious for the consolidation. of 


the Union, but he had never pledged him- 
self not to interpose his voice to 
prevent measures which he _— saw 
were’ leading to the worst consequences. 

“cause Nova Scotia was dissatisfied, there 
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must be a constant conciliation, and of this 
the country was getting tired. On the 
other hand New Brunswick had accepted 
the policy of Confederation, and the small- 
est benefit was denied. He, and his col- 
leagues had asked for a grant for improy- 
ing St. John River, and been refused, 
and although a survey was promised for 
this summer, yet not adollar had been 
spent, while in Ontario in exactly such 
cases, great improvements had been made, 
and large grants were inserted in these 
very estimates. All that had been done 
was the purchase of aCustom House at St. 
John, which the papers from there showed 
was not wanted and which was bought ap- 
parently to secure pclitical support. He 
entreated the House to consider well the 
subject and carefully to weigh the effect 
these proposals were to have. 


Hon. Col. GRAY said that not a suporter 
of the Government left the House without 
a feeling of humiliation at the abandon- 
ment of the policy generally accepted by 
the members and the country at large, in- 
cluding New Brunswick, which would bene- 
fit with the rest. He denied that the 
policy was a retaliatory policy, asthe goods 
of all nations were admitted alike without 


discrimination. The hon. gentleman spoke 
at some length to show that New Bruns- 
wick was not badly treated, and that she 


was in a better position than before Con- 
federation. 


Mr. CASAULT said he was one of those 


who believed they should have a policy of 
their own, but he did not think it was 
their policy to tax British goods for the 
benefit of American.. producers, (hear, 
hear). The Finance’ Minister proposed to 
place a duty on-British coal much larger 
than on American coal. 
worth at Quebec from 12 to 13 shillings 
per ton, and if half a dollar were imposed 
on American coal, which was worth from 
four anda half to five and a half dollars 


British coal was 


per ton, it was tantamount to imposing 


five shillmgs a ton on British coal, (hear, 
hear). 


He didnot see why Canada should 
thus discriminate against British interests. 
It was not what Britain should expect 
from Canada. That policy was not only 


anti-British, but anti-Canadian, for British 
vessels which came there with coal and 
took the products back at a cheap rate of 
freight, would cease to visit their ports. 
They could not get Nova Scotia coalas 
cheaply as British coal, for there was little 
to send from Canada to Nova Scotia; and 
the ships bringing coal from that Province 
and having no freight to take back, would 
charge a high rate for carrying coal to 
that Province. 
only be used by four steamers in Quebec, 
for the others would have to go to great 


Nova Scotia coal could 
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expense in changing their furnaces before 
they could use it. He had a motion to 
propose which would apply to his own 
Province in that matter. 

Mr. MACK ENZIE—Y ou mean to exempt 
the Province of Ontario. 


Mr. CASAULT said that Ontario would 
have compensation for salt. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—AII the salt you use 
in Quebec is British salt. 


Mr. CASAULT moved an amendment to 
the effect that British coal and coke should 
be placed on the Free List. 


Mr. MACKENZIE did not intend to dis- 
cuss the general question, but merely in 
relation to the amendment proposed, 
which was practically to remove the duty 
from all the coal used in the Province of 
Quebec, and notably in the city of Quebec. 
It was hot a question as to how Americans 
treated them; but it was a question of 
taxation, and the amendment was partial 
and unjust. He was annoyed that any 
member should propose such an amend- 
ment to the proposed tariff. The amend- 
ment would practically create a differen- 
tial duty in favour of one Province, and 
he appealed to the hon. members for On- 
tario toa man to vote down that proposi- 
tion, and also to the majority of the Que- 
bec members to do the same. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said, as one of the 


Quebec members, he should have no 


amendment proposed. 


Mr. WORKMAN said he had congratu- 
lated the Finance Minister before dinner 
on the changes in the tariff he had pro- 
posed as being beneficial to the trade and 
commerce of the country. He had hoped 
that these changes would have been car- 
ried out, but he had felt deeply humili- 
ated since by the line of policy which had 
been adopted. That afternoon at four 
o’clock one line of policy was announced 
to the House as the policy of the Ministry 
of the country, and that policy was, he 
thought, acceptable to the majority of the 
House, and he was quite sure that it would 
have been beneficial to the trade and 
commerce of the country; but in a few 
short hours they found that the policy 
had been entirely changed, and they saw 
the Cabinet dragging them through the 
mud and disgracing them before the 
whole country, (hear). He could scarcely 
trust himself to express his indignation 
and utter abhorrence of such utter want 
of manly conduct on the part of the Ad- 
ministration, (hear). He came to that 
House determined to give the Ministry a 
moderate and consistent support on the 
question of trade, and on all questions af- 
fecting the important subject of Confed- 
eration, and he thought that he had done 


Mr. Casault. 
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so; but if the Ministry intended to change, 
and back, and turn as they had done 
every hour within the last fortnight (hear), 
then he said it would forfeit the support 
of a great many members of that House 
who had hitherto voted with them, (hear). 
They had been here now for over ten 
weeks, and what had they done? Abso- 
lutely nothing. The measures that had 
been submitted to them had been in a 
great measure withdrawn, and there was 
only one important measure—the Banking 
Bill—which had been passed. Almost 
every other Bill had fallen through. Such 
a state of things was disgraceful to the 
Cabinet (hear), who had such a majority 
as would have enabled them to carry on 
business in a proper way, but there had 
been nothing but a want of honesty of 
purpose and straightforwardness on their 
part, (hear). He hoped the House would 
consider some of the amendments and 
show the Ministry that they could not 
come forward at four o’clock and announce 
one policy, and at seven o’clock say with 
impunity that they had been entirely mis- 
taken, (hear). It was very humiliating to 
have such sentiments as those of the Fi- 
nance Minister go to the country, and to 
know that the great Dominion had been 
disgraced as it had been by the conduct 
of the Ministry this evening, (eheers). 

Mr. YOUNG said he really doubted if 
the Finance Minister was awake when he 
framed the tariff; for a more absurd pro- 
position had never been submitted to an 
intelligent representative body. The 
whole commercial policy of the Govern- 
ment since its inception had been of the 
most unfortunate character, and had been 
weak and vacillating in the extreme. 
Every session there was a new tariff—every 
session the Government tinkered a tariff 
and disturbed the trade of the. country to 
a great extent. Last session they took off 
the duty on breadstufts, and now asked 
the House to stultify itself by putting it 
on again, (hear). It was wrong to puta 
duty on the necessaries of life. He 
thought they should have a policy of their 
own, but he denied that that policy 
should be one which would increase the 
cost of living in the country. The Fi- 
nance Minister, who was so fond of adopt- 
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‘ing English precedents, should adopt the 


English principle of placing duties on a 
small number of articles instead of a large 
number. What was called a national 
policy was in fact a scheme to increase the 
profits of a small number of millers and 
salt dealers at the expense of the majority 
of the inhabitants of the country. He 
denied that the farmers of Ontario wanted 
protection, and there never was a greater 
sham than to try to make the farmeis of 
that Province believe they would get 
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higher prices for grain if American grain 
were excluded. 

Mr. WHITEHEAD—Where did the pe- 
titions come from? 


Mr. YOUNG—Not from the farmers, 
but trom a few millers who took the trou- 
ble to send petitions round. As to coal, 
he held that Ontario could procure it 
cheaper from the United States than from 
Nova Scotia, for the distance was less and 
the cost of freight would be less; besides 
the coal duty would not be equally dis- 
tributed, but would fall on the cities of 
Hamilton, Toronto, Montreal and Quebec, 
and the people of Nova Scotia would reap 
no benefit from the tax on salt. There 
were about twenty persons in Ontario en- 
gaged in its manufacture. It was highly 
unjust that two millions of people in that 
Province should pay the tax on salt to 
please those twenty individuals. There 
would be no more harrassing tax on the 
importing trade than the one proposed on 
packages. and he hoped it would be voted 
down. He opposed the tariff because it 
was both dangerous and _  injudicious. 
Dangerous because it would lead the peo- 
ple of the United States to believe that 
we were adopting a retaliatory policy.. In. 
jurious because it would give a blow to the 
manufacturing interests of the country, 
and impose a heavy load of taxation on 
the people. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT raised an objection 
that Mr. CASAULT’S motion was out of 
order. 


The SPEAKER decided that the motion 
was out of order, and the motion was with- 
drawn. 


Mr. BOLTON maintained that there 
was a great deal of discontent in New 
Brunswick on account of the commercial 
policy of the Government. 


Mr. FORBES was opposed to the policy 
proposed and objected to the whole sys- 
tem that had been adopted. The coal tax 
was illusory and the bread tax was one 
that affected the poorest class of the com- 
munity. 

Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE expressed him- 
self satisfied with the proposals of the 
Government. 


Mr. HUTCHINSON said if there had 
been a retrenchment policy introduced 
they could have understood it. If, as the 
Finance Minister said, there was sufficient 
money, he failed to see why there should 
be fresh taxation imposed. There were 
useless salaries spent in Nova Scotia, and 
the first portion of the National Policy to 
be adopted should be that of retrench- 
ment of all unnecessary salaries there 
and elsewhere, and cutting down all 
other useless expenditures. 
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Mr. BURPEE suggested an adjourn- 
ment. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT supported this, 
and said that they had been favoured 
with two distinct policies, which there 
should be an opportunity of discussing 
then. 

Mr. MACKENZIE also supported the 
proposition, as with two changes in a few 
hours, and the Government should have 
an opportunity of changing again. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER denied 
there were two propositions before the 
House. There would be other opportuni- 
ties of discussing the question, but the 
debate must be closed now. 


Mr. MACKENZIE insisted on the ad. 
journment. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER, as 
several of the members desired to speak, 
consented. 

Mr. RYMAUL asked if the adjournment 
was on the original proposition or the 
motion of the afternoon made by the Fi- 
nance Minister. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER stated 
the adjournment was on the proposition of 
the member for Glengarry. 


The House adjourned at 1:13 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 27, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
usual hour. 


After routine business, 
INDEMNITY AND MILEAGE. 


Hon, Mr. CAMPBELL said since the ad- 
journment yesterday he had made en- 
quiries respecting the practice of the 
House of Lords relating to the furnishing 
of astatement of expenses to the House 
of Commons, and had ascertained that 
although the Lords had for, years resisted 
any inspection on the part of the Com- 
mons, they had, within the twelve months 
past, voluntarily agreed to submit 
a statement of expenditure. But the in- 
demnity and mileage of Senators was pro- 
vided for by Act of Parliament, the ac- 
counts were not paid out of the contin- 
gencies, and he submitted therefore that 
it was expedient for the House to instruct 
their chief Clerk to prepare a statement 
of indemnity and mileage paid to Senators 
and to appear before the Select Standing 
Committee (of the other House) on Public 
Accounts with the same. He made a mo- 
tion to that effect. 
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After some discussion, Hon. Mr. CAMP- 
BELL consented to withdraw the motion, 
with the understanding that it would be 
brought up again. 


Routine 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


‘The Canada Central. Railway Bill was 
read a first time, and on motion of Hon. 
Mr. SKEAD, the second reading was fixed 
for to-morrow. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved concurrence 
in the ninth report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing, relating to the expendi- 
ture of money for printing for the year 
ended, June 1869. 

The consideration was postponed for 
two days. 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON moved the consid- 
eration of the eighth report of the Joint 
Committee on Printing. 


The Postmaster-General concurred in 
the report, and it was adopted. 


FINANCE DEPARTMENT BILL. 


The Finance Department Amendment 
Bill was read a second time. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 27, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


QUEBEC AND NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT presented a re- 
port from the Railway Committee on the 
Bill respecting the Quebecand New Bruns- 
wick Railway, recommending the same. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


Mr. HUTCHINSON moved an address 
for the names of all persons now employ- 
ed on the survey of the Intercolonial 
Railway in the County of Northumberland, 
New Brunswick. He made this motion 
because he had heard that some persons 
employed were not doing anything. 

Mr. JONES said the system of the Inter- 
colonial was unparalyzed (loud laughter) 
—he meant to say unparalleled—in regard 
to extravagance in the employment of 
useless officers. 

Mr. WALSH said that the chief Engin- 
eer had protested against the Commission- 
ers cutting down salaries, and the staff 
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was not at alllarge. With regard to the 
efficiency of the staff of Engineers and 
expenses connected with them, the re. 
sponsibility rested with the chief Engin- 
eer. re 

Mr. JONES said that under the Act the 
Commissioners were responsible for em- 
ployees, and would be held responsible 
by the Country. If Commissioners threw 
the responsibility on the chief Engineer, 
what was the use of having them. There 
were employed on the railroad fifty-five 
engineers, at an expense of 86.150 per 
year; draughtsman at $43,430 per year ; 
commissariat office $27,300 per year, 
making altogether $156,890 per year. 
The Government might try and defend 
the extravagance of those appointments, 
but he would be greatly surprised if the 
country would not join in condemning the 
waste of public money, (hear, heir). 


Motion carried. 


Business. 


RETURNS. 


Mr. HUTCHINSON moved for the 
account rendered by and paid the Sheritt 
of Northumberland, N. B., charged in the 
Public Accounts, 3rd June, 1869. 


Mr. STEPHENSON moved for the sums 
paid to Hunter, Rose & Co. for printing 
the Departmental Reports.—Carried. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg)—Produc- 
tion of petitions and correspondence re- 
ferring to the appointment of a Harbour 
Master at Halifax. 


Mr. BOLTON—For a return ofall sums 
collected by Customs officers or by their 
deputies, for bonds, entries, &c., since the 
Ist of July, 1867, &c. 


Mr. PICKARD—For the production of 
petitions respecting the removal of the 
office of Post Office Inspector from Fred- 
erickton to St. John. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU moved the adoption 
of the 8th Report of the Committee on 
Printing. The report recommends that 
all documents laid before the House came 
within the power of Parliament, to be 
printed according to the contract with the 
Parliamentary Printer, and that the House 
has the right to order all such copies as 
may be required by the House or the De- 
partment. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said it had been 
the practice of the Departments to have 
reports printed and laid before Parliament 
instead of in manuscript, and charged 
against the Departments. The opinion of 
the law officers was, that these were docu- 
ments coming within the contract of Par- 
liamentary printing. It had been formerly 
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the practice to bring down important De- 
partmental returns in manuscript, but so 
much inconvenience from delay had been 
caused that the new practice had been in- 
troduced. The Committee to whom the 
matter was referred, found that these were 
strictly Parliamentary documents, and 
came under that contract. Some incon- 
venience might result from the Depart- 
ments having to give notice of the number 
of copies wanted, which must be done 
during recess when the Committee ceased 
to exist. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the notice should 
be given to the clerk of the Committee 
who represented it. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that if that 
were understood there could be no objec- 
tion to the report. 


The Report was then concurred in. 


Routine 


POSTMASTER-GENERAL’S REPORT. 


After some explanations by Hon. Mr. 
LANGEVIN, " 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked why the Report 
-of the Postmaster-General for 1869 had not 
been laid on the table, and the Report for 
1868 only had been presented. It had been 
in type for two months, all but the’ pre- 
liminary part of the Report proper. He 
had called attention to the matter in the 
first week of the session, and again a fort- 
night after, but the Report was not yet 
presented. The members of the House 
were supposed to have this Reportin their 
possession when discussing the estimates 
(hear). He was willing to make allowance 
for work to be performed, but, on the 
other hand, the Government must respect 
the privileges of that House, and it was 
utterly impossible that this sort of thing 
should goon. If the Minister was not able 
to write the official report, let the Blue 
Book be issued without it. 


Hon..Mr. HOWE said there had been 
large revisions needed. The Minister had 
done all he could for the interests of the 
public service. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the parts which 
needed revision had been in type for 
weeks, and a few pages of the Report was 
all that was now needed to complete it. 


Motion carried. 
HIRE OF CABS BY DEPARTMENTS. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved for 
an address respecting the sums paid for 
the hirmg of carriages in several depart- 
ments. . 


Mr. MACKENZIE requested the hon. 


gentleman to speak a little louder and 
come nearer the front benches. 


41 
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Mr. MASSON said that very often Mr. 
Mackenzie could not be heard where he 
(Mr. Masson) stood. The hon. member for 
Lambton had better come over to that side 
of the House, at any rate he might soon be 
there (laughter). Hedid not believe, and 
he must speak it out, that all the money 
put down for cab hire was really spent in 
that way. Ifit were spent in that way, 
it would be ‘better to buy public officers 
half a dozen asses and mules, and let these 
gentlemen have the use of them (laugh- 
ter). In that way there would be a great 
saving of money. 

The motion was carried. 


Business. 


SPECIAL TRAINS. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) moved for a 
statement of the money paid to the Grand 
Trunk and St. Lawrence & Ottawa Rail- 
ways for special cars and trains.—Carried. 


EXCISE SEIZURES. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) moved for an address 
for a return of the amount received by 
Alfred’ Brunell and other officers for 
seizures in connection with the Inland Re- 
venue Department, since January, 1866. 
—Carried. 


Mr. MORRIS said information had al- 
ready been given in the return laid before 
the House last session, and a further state- 
ment was now being prepared to bring it 
down at a later date. 

Motion carried. 


UNIFORM CURRENCY. 


Mr. SAVARY moved for the production 
of further correspondence, &c., on the sub- 
ject of uniform currency between different 
commercial nations, &c. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the hon. 
member for Digby was right in saying that 
the Currency Bill would not be proceeded 
with. Surely after the assurance of the 
Government, at the beginning of the ses- 
sion, that the Banking and Currency Bills 
were all to be proceeded with, he thought 
it altogether too bad that the . Minis- 
try should be compelled to drop that Bill 
also. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The reso- 
lutions still stand on the orders. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER szid 
the hon. member for Lambton should give 
his sympathy to the Bills when they were 
alive, and not reserve it till after they were 
deceased. 


Mr. MACKENZIE gave his sympathy to 
every person or thing in distress (laugh- 
ter). He could almost sympathize with 
the Government in their distress at the 
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present time if it was at all possible. Next to 


Uniform 
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then, because they would probably have: 


Currency. 


the humiliation that their Bills had suffered | another opportunity of going into it. 


in that House, the Government had ex- 
perienced themselves the greatest of all 
possible humiliation (hear). He did not like 
to see a Bill submitted to any humiliation 
whatever. The hon. gentlemen might 
thank themselves for: the announcement 
that they would stake their existence on 
it, and then they abandoned it. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE EB. CARTIER said 
that the humiliation of the Ministry had | 
not been crowned in that particular way 
which the hon. member no doubt desired 
(laughter). Notwithstanding the humilia- 
tion and disgrace they had undergone, the 
Ministry had gone through it, and were 
still alive, and so was the Bill. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the wonder 
“was, that it was still alive in spite of 
the degradation of the hon. gentlemen. 
But it was a question of sympathy, and he 
must be allowed to put in a word of sym- 
pathy for one for whom in time gone by 


he had respect and affection. When the 
hon. Finance Minister rose up to answer 
a question touching the business of his 
Department, the Minister of Militia would 
not allow him to do so (hear). He had 
equal rights in the Administration with 
the Minister of Militia and superior rank, 
his office being more important, and yet 
last night he was snubbed by the Minister 
of Militia for submitting resolutions which 
he approved. The House would have some 
further information on that. subject very 
soon, and it was now not permitted to 
answer a question across the floor. That 
the Minister of Finance should be in his 
seat that day, after the scene of the pre- 
vious night, was a thing to be regretted 
and deplored (cheers). Not in the in- 
terest of these (the Opposition) benches, 
but in the interests of public morality, of 
the country, and the reputation of the 
hon. gentleman himself—(hear)—and that 
he should be submitted to yet deeper 
degradation that day was an aggravation of 
the circumstance. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS thoroughly 
appreciated the sympathy of the hon. mem- 
ber; but he would tell him that he had 
answered the question referred to. With 
regard to degradation, he should probably 
have an opportunity of going into that 
question on a more fitting occasion. At 
any rate he did not fecl any*peculiar degra- 
dation in regard to what had taken 
place. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I believe that (hear, 
hear). 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
was nousein going into that question 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


After a few remarks from hon. Mr, ANG- 
LIN, the motion was carried. 


RAILWAY MAP. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT presented areport 
from the Railway Committee, recommend- 
ing an appropriation of $2,000 to complete 
a railway map of the Provinces of the Do- 
minion, now being prepared under the: 
superintendence of the Committee. 


NORTH-WEST REPORTS. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked whether the re- 
ports of the North-West Commissiozers 
were to be distributed that day, and 
whether it was intended to introduce the 
Bill for the Government of the North-West 
that night? He had no wish to em- 
barrass the Government, but simply to 
have matters proceeded with. There was 
a great deal of anxiety in the country, 
and it was desirable that the Billshould be 
proceeded with as soon as possible. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD be- 
lieved that the reports would be brought 
down that night or to-morrow. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the greatest 
despatch was being used by the printers, 
and the reports would be down to-morrow 
or next day. 


Mr. MACKENZIE would venture to say 
that if they were in the printer’s hands, 
they could be brought down that night 
(hear, hear). With regard to his second 
question, the House was told yesterday 
that the final arrangement of the Bill was 
a question of hours-—-a day had already 
passed. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said he: 
had been working every hour on the Bill, 
and had almost come to an agreement 
which he believed would be acceptable to 
the House. He thought that they would 
have been able to introduce the Bill that 
afternoon, but they could not do so till to- 
morrow he believed. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. gentle- 
min spoke of coming to an agreement. 
There must then be two parties. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—He means the 
hon. gentleman next him (Hon Sir G. E. 
Cartier). 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Of course, if there 
is any difficulty between the members of 
the Government on this matter, it accounts 
for the delay. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
glad that the hon. member for Lambton 
coull apply to the hon. member for Cha- 
teauguay, who seemed able to answer for 
the Ministry. 

At s:x o’clock the House arose. 
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AFTER RECESS. 
QUEBEC AND NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY. 
The Bill respecting the Quebec and New 
Brunswick Railway was read a second time. 


The House went into Committee on the 
Bill, Mr. CASAULT in the chair. 


The Bill was adopted with one amend- 
ment. 


The Bill was read a third time and passed. 


INSOLVENT ACT. 


Mr. SAV ARY introduced a Bill to amend | 


the Insolvency Act of 1869. He explained 
it was to relieve the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Nova Scotia from certain duties 
imposed upon them by the Insolvency Act 
of 1869. 


Read a first time. 
THE. TARIFF. 


The debate on the tariff resolutions was 
resumed, 


Mr. BURPEE denied that the people of 
New Brunswick had been unreasonable in 
their demands, but had given the Govern- 
ment afair support in carrying out Con- 
federation.” It had been commonly re- 
ported that a gentleman holding a promi- 
nent position in New Brunswick had ad- 
vised members from that Province to as- 
sist the Government of the day to pile on 
the agony, and so get rid of Comfederation 
sooner. He had no wish to do that, and 
thought that New Brunswick members in- 
stead of demanding too much had been 
very forbearing. He deprecated invidious 
distinctions as to Public Works, which, he 
considered, should be treated on their own 
merits, and solely with reference to their 
general usefulness to the whole country. 
He opposed levying}taxes on necessaries 
of life, as they fell with the most severity 
on the poorer ¢ He thought the 
true policy was to™tax more largely the 
luxuries of life and lessen those on the 
necessaries. That had not been done in 
New Brunswick, for immediately after 
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Mr. CAMERON (Huron) said at the com- 
mencement of the session there was a 
general feeling on both sides of the 
House in favour of a wational policy. In 
the early part of the Session there was. a 
unanimous opinion inside and outside 
that House in favour of a national policy, 
and protection of native industry. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—“ No,” 


Mr. CAMERON said that a great num- 
ber of deputations had waited upon the 
Finance Minister for that object; and in the 
face of all those representations the Gov- 
ernment would not be worthy of the place 
they occupied if they did not attend to 
them. He was not a supporter of the 
Governmens but had listened with great 
satisfactiofi to the Finance Minister when 
he brought down the tariff; and was ready 
to accord to that Minister a cordial sup- 
port in carrying out that policy. He 
heard yesterday afternoon with great 
regret that the Finance Minister was 
going to exemptcoal and wheat from 
duties; but that Minister did a wise and 
judicious thing in returning to the duties 
he had proposed. He (Mr. Cameron) 
could not, for one, see that the Govern- 
ment had submitted to humiliation or 
degradation in this matter, and in return- 
ing to the duties on coal and wheat they 
had taken astep in the right direction. 
He would oppose the motion made by the 
hon. member for Glengarry to put flour 
and meal on the free list. He would vote 
for the scheme of the Government be- 
cause he believed it was for the interests 
of the country, and he believed if they 
stick to it, (hear) it would be for the 
benefit of the Dominion. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS wished to 
make some explanations with regard to 
the position he now held, and also with 
regard to his position before he entered the 
Government. He had only been a very few 
days in Canada last year when he had the 
honour of being in confidential communi- 
cation with the hon. gentleman who had 
been his predecessor, and at that time he 
[Sir Francis] certainly had not the most re-- 
mote idea that he would be his successor in 
office. It was well known he (Sir Francis) 


Confederation taxes were put on thene-{had taken an active part in negotia- 


cessaries of life and on newspapers, 
causing dissatisfaction which still ex- 
isted. Considerable revenues of New 
Brunswick had been derived from 
dues on vessels, which had been done 
away with to produce uniformity with Que- 
bec, and this deficiency had to be made up 
by other duties. He advocated opening 
up new markets as a more effectual means 
of bringing about reciprocity, as it would 
show the Americans we could do without 
them [hear.] 


tions and discussions resulting in the 
reciprocity treaty, and there was no 
hon. gentleman that would not agree 
that Reciprocity had been of great 
advantage, not only to this country but 
to the United States. “Ue was well aware 
of the state of things in this country when 
hecame back, that various unsuccessful 
efforts had been made from time to time 
for a renewalof Reciprocity. At the ses- 
sion of Congress before the present one, 
resolutions had been unanimously adopt- 
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ed by the House of Representatives, ask- 
ing the Government of the United States 
to enter into negotiations with the Cana- 
dian Government, with a view to eifecting 
trade relations ofa more liberal character 
than already exist. His own predecessor 
had been invited to Washington in con- 
sequence of thatresolution. He then 
read an extract from the Budget speech of 
Mr. Rose, in which he referred to the 
relations of Canada with the United States 
and foreshadowed the adoption ofanation- 
al policy. It was with full knowledge 
that the Government retained sentiments 
of which Mr. Rose was the exponent, that 
he (Sir Francis) accepted office. He found 
that Mr, Rose had been at Washington 
and there was no reasonable hope that 
negotiations would result in arrangement 
satisfactory to Canada and the United 
States (hear). Those negotiations had 
been protracted a considerable time and 
were 1n existence during the present ses- 
sion (hear). Hon. gentlemen would recol- 
lect that in discussions which had taken 
place, the Government had desired to 
avoid discussion, because negotiations were 
confidential though not through any de- 
sire of the Canadian Government. The Ca- 
Canadian Government did desire secrecy, 
but every movement had been made in con- 
fidence and they were not justified in view 
of interests concerned to refuse to enter- 


tain those propositions, but they had not: 


been in a position to state positively the 
Government policy or give exactly the 
state of negotiations, but these negotia- 
tions had not amounted to anything. 
The Dominion Government were not in- 
clined to stand at trifles, but they were 
not prepared to sacrifice interests of the 
country to any demand that mightbe made 
upon us (hear). This was the state of 
affairs at the commencement, and during 
the earlier part of the session it became 
necessary for the Government to come 
down with a financial policy. He would not 


now enter into details or discuss 
the merit of that policy, but 
considering all circumstances con- 
nected with reciprocity, he believed it 


was the best policy that could be adopted. 
He must now come to the state of affairs 
at the present time. It was perfectly 
well known that a question of most. asorb- 
ing interest was engaging the attention 
not only of Government but the whole 
people of the Dominion, which was the 
North West question. It was a question 
of paramount importance and at a time 
when it was engaging the most anxious 
consideration of the Government, it be- 
came their duty to consider the national 
policy and carry through the proposals 
based upon it. He admitted that a very 
strong pressure had been brought to bear 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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upon the Government by a very large > 
number of their supporters, and bya num- 
ber of the principal cities of the Dominion, 
with regard to the proposed duties on flour 
and wheit. It had been suggested in the 
course of the discussion in this House, 
that there was difference of opinion in 
the Cabinet, that there was quarrelling in 
the Government. He had seen it stated 
in an evening paper that actually during 
recess, that he (Sir Francis) and the first 
minister had had a quarrel upon this sub- 
ject, that the first minister had used in- 
sulting words, that in fact he (Sir Francis) 
had been snubbed (hear). Now it might 
be a most extraordinary thing, he had no 
doubt the hon. gentlemen would hardly 
believe it, but he could say most distinct- 
ly that if there had been any difference at 
all between the first minister and himselit’ 
upon this subject—and in this he would 
be borne out by his colleagues—it was 
that the first minister was disposed to 
take too large a share of responsibility 
upon himself of the error that he admitted 
had been committed in changing the reso- 
lutions. He had considered under the 
circumstances, with the North West ques- 
tion to settle, it was expedient for the 
(xovernment to yield to the very strong 
pressure, and _ as they believed the people 
of the Dominion were rot prepared 
for the sacrifices necessary {0 cacry out the 
national policy, they were not justified in 
risking a political crisis at this time, and 
were willing to sacrifice the opinion 
they had so. strongly formed. 
‘Then they had deliberately made up their 
‘ninds to come down with their first policy 
and ask their friends and supporters to 
take the same view and give the Govern. 
ment their support. They had been told 
that they had submitted to degradation. 
He denied this, and read an extract from 
the speech of Hon. Sir A. T. Galt on the 
Iatercolonial Railway policy when he had 
quoted from Earl. Russell, Mr. Baring 
and others to the effect that the financial 
policy could be changed without involving 
a change of Ministry. He (Sir Francis) 
considered. a question of this kind could 
be considered after an adverse vote. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said they did not 
know the sense of Parliament until the 
vote had been taken. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS admitted 
the Government did not stand in the same 
position as they would had they adhered to 
the original resolutions. By changing the 
propositions they had altered their posi- 
tion and had taken the responsibility of 
arriving at the sense of Parliament, and 
had determined to adhere to the original 
resolutions (hear). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Against the sense 
of Parliament? [hear]. 
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Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—The senge 
of Parliament is omnipotent on such a 
matter. They, as a Government, had 
brought down the policy in its present 
shape, but they found yesterday that a 
very large numter of usual supporters of 
the Government, who took the same view 
as the Government, did not consent to do 
as the Government proposed. One of the 
difficulties in the way of such changes was, 


that members did not. appreciate 
sufficiently the reasons that had 
led to modifications that might 
be’ considered desirable, after the 


Government had given to them full con- 
sideration. He had explained yesterday, 
that owing to the circumstances which 
they could not control, they had not been 
able to give full cons.deraticn to the. sub- 
ject. Whether that determination would 
have been altered by fuller consideration 
he didnot know. An hon. member oppo- 
site, in a former debate this evening, ‘had 
been under misapprehension with respect 
to the Minister of Militia, that the decis- 
ion had been arrived at without him hav- 
ing an opportunity of consideration. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the hon. gen- | 
|. pelled to state that they had only framed 


tleman had been understood to say, that 
there had been only time fora few minutes 
consultation with the Minister ‘of Justice, 
and there had not been time for any at all 
with the Minister of Militix. It had left 
the inference to be drawn, that the Minis- 
ter of Justice hid consented when he was 
consulted. and not the Minister of Militia, 
who had not an opportunity of being con- 
sulted, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he was 
glad of an opportunity of explaining what 
was a complete misunderstanding. What 
he had stated was, that the Minister of 
Justice had only time for a few minutes 
consultation. he Minister of Militia was 
not present, and they had not had the 
benefit. of consulting with him, and they 
all knew the benetit of discussion, but he 
never meant to say that the Minister of 
Militia was ignored. ) 
~ Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Then the Cabinet 
was unanimous. 

- Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes., The 
Minister of Militia was not present, but 
had given in his adhesion to the decision 
arrived at. The hon. gentleman might 


attack him, for what they called his de- | 
gradation. He attached very little value to_ 
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and to endeavour to obta'n the consent te 
modify it. They had now, therefore, de- 
termined to revert to the original policy 
and ask the concurrence of the House. 
Mr. MACKENZIE said he had listened 
with very close attention to the reasons 
given by the Ministers of Justice and 
Finance, for the very extraordinary and 
unprecedented course which they had 
chosen to pursue in that matter, ani he 
should review very briefly the ve y ex- 
traordinary statements which had fallen 
from both Ministers in justification of that 
course. He was surprised to hear the 


| Finance Minister make the statement he 


had done that night. He had admitted 
that his policy was one of expediency, and 
d.d not attempt to justify either his ex- 
traordinary tariff or the proceedings of 
the Government concerning it on the 
plea that it was right, but because a con- 
siderable number of the supporters of 
the Government would not sustain that 
policy. (Hear.) That was the reason 
given by the hon. gentleman, but how 
degrading it was for the hon. gentleman to 
come down with a policy that he did not 
care to defend no its merits, but was com- 


a policy which, by imposing a tax in one 
corner, and another in a different corner, 
and by attempting ‘one course, and then 
another, to obtain a sufficient number of 
votes to enable them to carry that measure 
through the House. The course which the 
Government of this new country should 
adopt should be to fix upon a definite dis- 
tinct policy, and follow it out; and ifthe 
House and the country, in the second 
place, if they chose to appeal to it, did not 
sustain them, then to abandon office, and 
leave to others to initiate a policy more 
in accordance with public opinion. 
(Cheers.] But that was not the policy 
of the hon. gentlman. He made the 
shameless avowal that the policy was 
solely dictated by the present necessities 
of theGovernment for the time being. ‘That 
policy of the Government was based on no- 
thing that was just or intelligible, [hear.] 
The hon. gentfeman had said that the Gov- 
ernment yielded after bringing down his 
first policy, when it found that there was 
a strong opinion against them; but how 
did he know that there was a strong 
opinon against them. There had been 
no vote taken in the House, and not half 
a dozen members had expressed an 


such attacks. He was not ashamed of the | opinion, The hon. gentleman could only 


policy announced at first, and he now pro- 
posed to adhere to it. He had no regret 
to express in seeing that the views ot the 
supporters of the Government did not go 
with them, and they had shown their will- 


ingness to abandon that part of the pol- 


icy, whose features were most objectionable, 


refer at the utmost to some 12 members 
who had surrounded him and threatened 
him with expulsion from his office unless 
he reverted to his original proposition, 
fHear.] This was all the Government had 
to say in defence of hs plea that the 
opin on of the House was adverse to his 
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amended prvuposilions. The Finance 
Minister last night in his extraordinary 
speech [hear] told the Hfouse that the 
justification of Government was that they 
were driven by the course of the United 
States to adopt what he was pleased to 
call a national policy. He would say that 
they had always had a national policy. 
The policy of every Government had been 
a national one, beciuse it had been in- 
tended to supply national wants in 
conformity to the national opinion of 
the country; but if the hon. gentleman 
by a national policy meant a_ policy 
which should be merely one of irritation 
to their neighbours, injury to their 
trade, and unjust favouritism of one 
part of the country, by imposing taxes 
upon another portion, that policy was not 
justified by anything that he had advanced 
in defence of this so-called national policy. 
The Government were ina pitiable state 
of demoralization. (Cheers). A national 
policy meant something that would pro- 
mote the prosperity of the country to a 
greater degree than the policy which pre- 
ceded it; but the policy which the hon. 
gentleman opposite had initiated was one 
which would impose unjust burthens on 
certain sections of the country—which 
was retrograde even as to the ordinary 
well understood principles of fiscal policy 
which governed Great Britain at the pre- 
sent time. The hon. gentleman instead 
of concentrating the number of articles 
on which duties were to be levied, has ex- 
tended them and pursued exactly the op- 
posite course to the policy pursued by the 
Mother Country. (Hear, hear). Because 
it was well known that the further you 
spread over duties the less you will obtain 
in proportion to the expenditure incurred. 
And what was it all to produce? They 
were told in the most grave and solemn man- 
ner by the Premierand Minister of Finance 
that they had borne with all patience the 
refusal of the United States to enter into 
reciprocal relations with Canada ; that they 
had borne to the last minute, and at the 
last minute had consented, to use the lan- 
guage of the member for St. John, to put 
the screw on the United States. How 
terrible an infliction it must be to the peo- 
ple of the United States to have a policy 
inflicted upon them from which the Finance 
Minister expected—what? Some millions. 
No! But altogether, the sum of $175,000. 
(Great laughter and cheering). And 
that was the policy that was to frighten the 
people of the United States down on their 
knees. (Renewed laughter). If aman re- 
cently escaped from a lunatic asylum was 
there present, such a policy, perhaps, 


might not be laughed at; but for a gentle- | 


man so distinguished as the Finance Minis- 
ter, and one who so well understood the 


Ir. Mackenzie. 
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principle of taxation, and the policy which 
should guide a great country like that—for 
him to assume the extraordinary plan of try- 
ing toinduce that House to believe that the 
imposition of a duty of $175,000 on their 
products would compel the United States 
into the line of reciprocal trade, was more 
than he (Mr. Mackenzie) expected, (hear). 
But it remrined to be seen whether that 
sum was to be paid by the people of the 
United States. He did not believe that 
one cent of it would be paid by them. 
(Hear). They knew that all the coal im- 
ported into the western peninsula, must, 
of necessity, come from the United States, 
for fifty cents per ton would not take one 
bushel of Nova Scotia coal in that direction. 
(Hear). And the mere fact that the experi- 
ment was made in one or two places was 
nothing, because they could purchase coal 
at present at Cleveland and other ports on 
Lake Erie at prices not exceeding $4 a ton, 
andhe would like to know whether the 
Nova Scotia Government could send coal 
up to the Western Peninsula at the same 
rate. Everybody knew that it could not be 
done. The Finance Minister told them 
that he had deferred to the farmers of the 
West and had imposed a duty of 4c on 
wheat and 25c on a barrel of flour: but the 
hon. gentleman knew that he would not 
confer protection on the farmers, for they 
grew more wheat and manufactured more 
corn than they required for their own use, 
and imported itin the way of trade. If 
the duty produced any effect at all it would 
be that of destroying the trade which 
many of the people were engaged in at 
the present time. But it would impose a 
grevious injustice on the people of the 
Lower Provinces, who did not grow their 
own wheat or make their own flour. He 
represented one of the richest farming 
counties, and he did not hesitate to say 
that he represented fully the opinions of 
the farmers of Ontario when he said that 
they did not want the duty. The hon. 
member for Huron had undertaken to 
speak for the whole people of the west; 
but neither his own county nor thosejad- 
joining had sent a single petition for it. 
(Hear). 

Mr. STEPHENSON made some remark 
which was inaudible. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—He did not hear 
the hon. gentleman, but he would tell him 
that the Warden of the County which he 
represented had sent him (Mr. Mackenzie) 


‘a petition from the County Council against 


it. 
Mr. STEPHENSON—I say it does not 
express the opinion of the country. 


Mr. MACKENZIE thought it expressed 
it much better than the hon. gentleman 
if he supported the proposed tariff. 


a 


ry) 


1229 
(Cheers). Besides that, petitions had been 
sent from Hamilton to Woodstock asking 
people to sign, but they had refused. In 
every quarter, and if any public meeting of 
farmers was called for express purposes of 
considering that duty, he ventured to say 
that they would decide in every place that 
the duty on corn in excess of their own 
wants would not by any possibility be of any 
service to them. But it was quite clear 
that the imposition of 25 cents a barrel 
duty on flour would have the effect of 
causing a feeling of the strongest pos- 
sible indignation among the people of the 
Lower Provinces (hear). Was it then 
worth while for the people of Ontario— 
supposing they would benefit by it, which 
he denied—for the sake of the small mo- 
dicum of advantage to them, to cause the 
state of irritation in the Lower Provinces 
(hear). He, for one, was thoroughly re- 
solved to oppose that policy. The Fi- 
nance Minister had stated that he found 
a strong expression of opinion hostile to 
his proposed coal and wheat duties, and 
in deference to that expression of opinion 
he had come down and changed his policy, 
but two hours afterwards he had changed it 
back to where it was before (cheers and 
laughter). If he did that in consequence 
of the expressions of the opinon of 
powerful manufacturing interests in Mon- 
treal and Quebec, why did he not act pre- 
cisely the same way in relation to those 
who were crying out for the removal of the 
duty proposed to be imposed on their 
bread. If it was of importance that no 
duty should be put on articles of prime 
necessity in industrial pursuits, like coal, 
and of the highest importance as an ar- 
ticle of fuel, how much more was it im- 
portant that he should listen to represen- 
tations against a tax on the bread of the 
poor (cheers). The Finance Minister must 
take either one or the other of the two 
propositions. If that measure protected 
the farmers of Ontario, then it must raise 
the price of flour somewhere in the coun- 
try; and if it did. that, it was a tax on 
bread ; and if it did not raise the price of 
flour, it was no protection, and, therefore, 
was altogether unnecessary (hear), and 
-every article that was placed in the tariff 
unnecessarily was surely a prime blunder 
on the part of the concocters of that tariff 
(hear). Let the Finance Minister take 
which view he liked, he was in error. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) believed that the duty 
would be of no advantage to the farmer in 
the West, and would not raise the price of 
corn or flour. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Then it would not be a tax on the pocr. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Let me finish my ar- 
_gument, and you will tind that you are 


The 


[APRIL 27, 1870.] 


9 


Tariff. 1230 
speaking too fast (hear, and laughter). 
The hon. gentleman went on to say that 
Nova Scotia would be obliged to abandon 
the greater portion of its coasting trade, 
if it could not carry back return cargoes 
of flour purchased on the American coast, 
which would be the case if that 25c. duty 
were fixed. The duty was nominally for 
the benefit of the Ontario farmer, but re- 
ally for the benefit of no one, and only ir- 
ritable to the people of the Lower Pro- 
vinces. He did not believe that the 
people of Ontario were in favour of adopt- 
ing a policy which would be retrograde as 
to trade, and which would be injurious in 
the highest degree to the intersts of the 
Lower Provinces. Nay, more, he could say 
that the people of Ontario were prepared 
even to suffer, if it be necessary, from in- 
justice in the regulation of the tariff, rather 
than bear the semblance of irritation pro- 
duced in the Lower Provinces (cheers). 
It had been his desire for years—it had 
been the desire of his political life—to 
have a great British nationality built up 
on that Continent; and those gentlemen, 
who pretended from the first to be the 
only men who were loyal to the British 
Crown, the only advocates par excellence of 
British nationality, had been doing their 
utmost, since they came into the Govern- 
ment, to break down the Union which 
others had managed to get brought to- 
gether with so much difficulty (cheers). 
They had insulted the feelings of every 
Province, so that they found themselves 
threatened on the floor of that House by 
men who were returned as Confederates, 
and who represented the feelings of New 
Brunswick much better than did the hon. 
gentleman opposite (hon. Mr. Tilley) 
and his colleagues in their House. They 
told the House plainly that if their policy 
was adopted that an immediate agitation 
would be commenced for the repeal of the 
Union, which he had found so difficult to 
maintain under existing circumstances, 
and in order to accomplish all this those 
gentlemen are willing to sacrifice every- 
thing to keep their places. They re- 
minded him of nothing so much as Ar- 
temas Ward, who was prepared to submit 
to every sacrifice that the war might be 
carried on, and that he was prepared to 
sacrifice every one of his wife’s male re- 
lations rather than it should stop (laugh- 
ter). The Government were willing to 
sacrifice every interest of the country to 
create disaffection, and everything that | 
was injurious, in order that they might do 
what? that they might retain their sevts 
as a Government! (hear, hear). They 
were willing to submit to any degradation. 
The Finance Minister said that he suffered 
no degradation on Tuesday night, and 
quoted to them an opinion as*to votcs 
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taken on the Estimates ; but the hon. gen- 
tleman had several yotes of that kind 
already, andif that was his opinion yes- 
terday he should have risked a vote on 
his tariff (hear). Why did he not go on 
with his proposed alterations? He would 
search the annals of England and never 
find a case of a Finance ‘Minister who had 
brought down a policy at 4 o'clock, and 
changed it again at 7:30! (cheers). He 
was sorry that the Finance Minister said 
he felt no degradation, because he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) had a lingering respect for him 
on account of his former efforts, and 
would like him to possess a little more 
sensitiveness ; but, if the Finance Minister 
had reached that stage at which nothing 
was degrading, there was no use in ap- 
pealing to him on that point; but, as it was, 
he seemed imperious to -the opinion of 
the Legislature and the opinion of the 
country. He had given the House a piece 
of extraordinary information. During this 
session the hon. member for Sherbrooke 
had moved for papers connected with the 
renewal of the Reciprocity Treaty, and the 
hon. member for Chateauguay had also 


asked for information on that subject, but | p 


those gentlemen were told that negotia- 
tions were proceeding, and now the House 
was told by the Finance Minister that 
shortly after that session had commenced 
those negotiations were closed! How 
could the Government justify their Finance 
Minister in bringing down a national policy 
based on negotiations that had failed ? 
(hear, hear). Out of consideration for 
public interests in that mutter and the 
matter of the Nor’-West, the House had 
submitted to a considerable amount of 
neglect; but now the House found that 
papers, ‘which the Government said could 
not be produced in the publicinterests, be- 
longed to correspondence which was closed 
at an early period of the session! (hear, 
hear). 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the House was told that the correspon- 
dence was confidential, and could not be 
produced. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that if it con- 
cerned the Minister of Justice to know it, 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) was ‘aware that the 
correspondence was closed some weeks 
ago; and he did not admit that the Min- 
ister of Justice had a right to call it con- 
fidential when the matter was closed. 
When the United States officials had stated 
it was closed, the correspondence could 
not be said to be confidential. 


Hon. Sly JOHN A. MACDONALD asked 


if the hon. gentleman could produce proof 


it was closed ? 
Mr. MACKENZIE said he produced the 
speech of the Finance Minister that night 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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(hear and laughter). What he wanted to 
bring forward prominently was the decep- 
tion attempted to be practised on the 
House. They were led to believe that at 
that moment negotiations were going on. 
with respect to the renewal of the Treaty, 
and he, for one, would never have doubted, 
and he. scarcely believed the informa- 
tion he had received till the _ infor- 

mation had been confirmed that night by 
the Finance Minister. That was the way 
in which the House was to be treated ; 
that was the excuse for the national pol- 
icy—national trash! (applause and laugh- 
ter). The sum of $175,000 was to be the 
sole point of the initiation of the national 
policy. Well, he could tell the Finance 
Minister if that was all he had to shew 
for all his year of financiering in that 
country, he did not think his name would 
go far down to posterity! The details of 
that tariff were such as had been objected 
to quite as strongly as the principles on 
which it was constructed. ‘The Finance 
Minister now reverted to his original prop- 
Ositions, although he had protests from 
Boards of ‘lrade, and declarations from 
ersons engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
that if the llth resolution were adopted 
it would be productive of most vexatious 
effects on the trade of the country, and 
produce endless trouble at the Custom 
Houses. The Finance Minister said he 
had adopted the I1lth resolution from: 
the United States tariff, but if the hon. 
member for Chateauguay had been in the 
place of the Finance Minister, and had 
said he had done so, he would have been 
hounded down for disloyalty. The Finance 
Minister had ayowed that he took that re- 
solution from a tariff the most opposed to 
his own principles of any that he could 
mention on the face of the earth; yet 
he went to this tariff for the very worst 
thing he had in his own. At the same 
time, he would be the first to accuse 
anyone on that (Opposition) side of the 
House of perpetrating an enormity. He 
should adopt anything that*was good from 
the United States. He (Mr. Macken- 
zie) did not object to taxes being levied 
for necessary purposes ; but let them be 
levied on articles that will be consumed 
by all alike. Let the Finance Minister 
pursue the same course as in England, and 
take the duties off those articles that 
could be most easily reached. But he did 
not do so. He put on rice, for example, 
a duty that would amount from between 
30 to 50 per cent. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 
would advert to one point. The Finance 
Minister, the other night, had denied 
with the utmost indignation that there. 
was a deficit in the revenue. If not, why 
did he wish to impose taxes to the extent 
of $1,100,000? If there were no deficit, 
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why did he want more taxes? and if he | dispassionate judgment which he usually 


wanted more taxes, his statement the 
other night that there. was no deficit was 
wholly incorrect. All the time he (Mr. 
Mackenzie) was in Parliament he had 
never known anything approaching to 
such a wretched misconception—such a 
wretched abortion ofa tariff, as the Finance 
Minister, after three or four months of 
incubation, had brought forth, (cheers 
and laughter.) 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—One 
of your friends was eight months in office, 
and produced nothing. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Better to produce 
nothing then to produce a _ monster, 
(cheers.) He opposed the tariff not mere- 
ly because he happened to,be on that side of 
the House, but from the firmest conviction 
that it would be most disastrous to the 
interests of the country. He had too high 
an opinion of the sagacity of the Finance 
Minister to think that that gentleman 
believed his tariff would have anything 
approaching a beneficial effect, and he was 
extremely sorry that the Finance, Minister 
should have condescended to make him- 
selfthe instrument of the degradation he 
had inflicted on his country, (cheers.) 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER followed in support 
of the Government. He argued with 
much force that as the Americans showed 
no disposition to renew reciprocal rela- 
tions, it was necessary for Canada to pur- 
sue an independent policy of its own. ‘This 
policy had been pressed upon the Govern- 
ment and upon Parliament by all parts of 
the country. He ventured to say that 
never before in these Provinces had a Gov- 
ernment received such warm and enthu- 
siastic expressions of approval as when the 
Finance Minister came down and _ pro- 
pounded it to the House (hear, hear). It 
had caused the utmost satisfaction through- 
out the country, and he felt would have 
been cordially approved of- everywhere. 
Those members of the House who had led 
the Government on to adopt that policy, 
who had raised no note of warning that it 
would fail to be accepted by them, were 
bound in honour to give the Government 
their support in carrying it through the 
Legislature, and not give way to the cla- 
mour that had been raised on account of 
the vacillation or apparent vaciilation of 
the Ministry. He argued that Nova Sco- 
tia’s interest demanded a duty on coal, 
and he professed to be as fully acquainted 
with the sentiment of the people of that 
Province as any hon. member of the House. 
With regard to the speech of the member for 
Montreal Centre last night, he (Dr. Tupper) 
was satisfied he had allowed himself to be 
carried away by a momentary feeling, that 
he failed to apply that cool, sagicious and 
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exhibited in dealing with subjects that 
came before the House (hear, hear). He 
(Dr. Tupper) concluded by strongly ap- 
pealing to the House to sustain the Gov- 
ernment in the difficult position in which 
it was placed, and to inaugurate a policy 
which he was satisfied would promote the 
interests of all parts of the Dominion and 
build up its prosperity upon a sure and 
solid foundation. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that last year 
there were 356,000 tons of coal imported 
into the Province. Of this 4,000 came 
from Nova Scotia; 196,000 from the United 
States; and 159,000 from Great Britain to 
the Upper Provinces; and 26,000 from 
Great Britain to New Brunswick. Under 
the new tariff he calculated that 93,000 
additional would be imported from Nova 
Scotia, from which $46,000 would be de- 


rived. If a tax was put on flour, Nova 
Scotia would pay $39,000 on her 
importations. New Brunswick would pay 


$15,000, and Quebee $25,000; a total of 
about $77,000 paid by the different Pro- 
vinces, in order that Nova Scotia should 
get the $46,000 on coal. The whole Pro- 
vince was to be taxed to benefit coal mine 
and salt spring proprietors. He then spoke 
of the number of the Bills introduced 
by the Government, and which they 
had been forced to abandon. The 
Banking scheme was the only one. which 
had been passed, and that had been so 
mangled as to be unrecognizable. Ifthe 
hon. gentlemen themselves did not feel 
their humiliation, the gentlemen behind 
them felt it. This had been expressed by 
the member from Central Montreal. There 
was not even a pretence of protecting any 
product or manufacture of Quebec. It 
was pretended that they wished to induce 
capitalists to come to this country, yet 
they altered the tariff every two years, 
and this had kept out capitalists. He was 
against taxing flour for the benefit ofa few 
millers in Ontario and Montreal at the ex- 
pense of the consumers, and for the same 
reason opposed duty on wheat and coal. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER thought 
the speech of the member for Hochelaga 
was more personal than directed against 
policy. He professed sympathy for the 
Minister of Finance particularly, but he 
did not in his present position feel it. 
(Referring to the Minister of Finance being 
sound asleep.) He hoped the member 
for Chateauguay was not in the same post- 
tion as the Finance Minister who was en- 
joying a good sound honest sleep. He 
taunted the member for Chateauguay 
with his abortion, when Finance Minister, 
he not having had an opportunity of show- 
ing the two sides to his tariff He referred: 
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to the unsuccessful attempt of hon. Mr. 
Howland to introduce a tariff when col- 
league of the member for Hochelaga. 


Hon. Mr. DORION denied that he was 
colleague of the Hon. Mr. Howland 
when he brought his tariff. 


Hon. SirGEORGE E. CARTIER entered 
into the history of the failure of the mem- 
ber for Chateauguay to produce a tariff, 
which had destroyed the Government of 
which he was amember. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the differ- 
ence between the two Governments was, 
that the one of which the member for 
Chateauguay and himself were members, 
finding that they could not carry their 
measures constitutionally, resigned. Had 
they brought in the tariff which they 
would cut and carve to please all the dep- 
utations from all quarters, irrespective of 
principle, they might have been there 
still. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that had they brought in such a well con- 
ceived tariff as the financial abilities 
of the member for Chateauguay could, 
it would have saved the Ministry 
and given it strength. He thought 
the speech of the member for Lambton 
was one of disappointment, as it contained 
noargument. He maintained that there 
would be no ill effect from the proposed 
duty on corn. The tariffwas just and lib- 
eral, and considered the position of every 
tax payer and consumer. The Province of 
Ontario would have its grain and salt mod- 
erately protected, Quebec its coarse grains, 
barley and oats, and Nova Scotia its coal. 
With regard to New Brunswick, although 
none ofits productions would be protected, 
it would benefit from encouragement to 
trade resulting from tariff. If anything 
would induce our neighbours to enter into 
reciprocity it was Canada keeping its fish- 
eries to themselves and protection of their 
coal. He was sure the tariff would have a 
beneficial effect on the whole country, 
(hear. ;: 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he had but one 
criticism to offer regarding the speech to 
which they had just listened. He would 
venture to say that no member of the 
House could deliberately descend to the 
level of such a speech; no hon. member 
of any mental calibre would so waste the 
time of the House. He (Mr. Holton) with- 
drew the charge of humiliation which he 
had made at an earlier stage of the de- 
bate with regard to the Hon. Minister of 
Militia, because nature had taken hostages 
from that hon. gentleman; nature had 
endowed him so plenteously with the fa- 
culty of self esteem—almost sublimity— 
that raised him into semi-exaltation the 
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whole time, and kept him there, and he 
was utterly incapable of any feeling of hu- 
miliation. What had they witnessed yes- 
terday and since? When the Minister of 
Justice left the House; when the Minister 
of Finance hung his head in shame; when 
the Minister of Inland Revenue, whose 
conscience was not fully. seared, passed 
around the House with anguish depicted 
on every feature; when the semi-comic 
face of the Minister of Agriculture as- 
sumed the utmost seriousness, when the 
ordinarily placid countenance of the Mi- 
nister of Public Works was drawn down 
with sadness and shame; and even the 
sober countenance of the Hon. Secretary 
of State depicted the ignominy of the 
position he found himself in; the Mi- 
nister of Militia was exultant, and actu- 
ally seemed to glory in his shame; he ac- 
tually seemed to revel in the grotesque- 
ness, he might say infamy of the situa- 
tion. He was not humiliated, he had 
never felt humiliated under circumstances 
which would have brought humiliation to 
most hon. gentlemen. He (Mr. Holton) did 
not waste the time of the House in ma- 
king such long speeches as the Hon. Mi- 
nister of Militia conceived to be neces- 
sary; but he thanked his God that he had 
been endowed with sufficient common 
sense—he claimed no higher attribute—to 
deter him from making’ such a spectacle 
of himself as the Hon. Minister of Militia 
did not shrink from making in the face of 
the country as represented in this House. 
He did not purpose to go into any length- 
ened argument upon the tariff that hour 
of the night. He proceeded to criticize 
the retaliatory policy entered upon by the 
Government, contending that it was a com- 
plete surrender of the whole controversy 
as between Canada and the United States, 
that it was founded upon unsound eco- 
nomic doctrines, and that it would utterly 
fail to produce good in any direction 
(hear). 

Mr. RYAN could not give a silent 
vote. The policy being introduced as a 
national policy to bring about Recipro- 
city with the United States, he might 
have strained a point to support it. But 
after the humiliation of last night the 
matter had assumed the aspect of being a 
mere attempt to keep the present occu- 
pants in power. Yesterday the Finance 
Minister announced that with the concur- 
rence of all the Ministry they had resolv- 
ed to abandon the duty on wheat and 
coal, yet an hour and a half after recess 
there had been a shameful exhibition 
which cast ridicule on the whole country 
and tended to prevent Reciprocity. The 
first effect was a meeting at Montreal at 
which resolutions were passed denouncing 
indignantly the conduct of the Ministry. 
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He denied the statement of the Minister of 
Militia that the Messrs. Allan imported the 
coal from Pictou mines, the small quantity 
they didimport from there being because 
these gentlemen were large stockholders 
there. The duty on coal was a heavy tax 
on the Province of Quebec. He could only 
infer from the conduct last night that 
either one Minister was greater than all 
the rest, or that there was a power behind 
greater than all of them. The policy was 
one that would excite discontent through- 
out the length and breadth of the land, 
and he could only announce that he would 
support the amendment of the member for 
Glengarry. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it was rather 
late to address the House, but if the Gov- 
ernment were determined on a division he 
might take another opportunity. He 
agreed with the remarks of the member 
for Lambton and others. He could only 
understand that yesterday the Government 
being unanimous in the change proposed, 
as being for the interests of the country, 
and a few hours later entirely reversed 
that, showed that the Government had no 
fixed policy. As to the national policy, 
the proposal was either intended to pro- 
duce trade between the different Provinces 
or to produce revenue. If it produced the 
one it could not do the other. He would 
not detain the House to enlarge on the 
general bearing of the question. It was a 
most unfortunate turn affairs had taken. 
It was dangerous in all respects, and the 
money consideration was too insignificant 
to be considered. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD snid if 
there was to be a prorogation at all, the 
discussion should at once take place. The 
intention of the member for Sherbrooke 
showed that he proposed to be an obstruc- 
tion by making further statements at a 
future period. He had no right to palter 
with the House, but ought to have been 
in his place to discuss the matter. It was 
a well known practice of British Parliament 
that there was seldom discussion on 
concurrence and neveron the Bill. If he 
did not forget, the hon. gentleman had 
himself proposed protective duties on 
Canadian flour and wheat, and carried it. 
Did it lie in his mouth to sneer now at this 
policy? Asa statesman he had introduced 
this very policy. The course taken by the 
Government was plain and defensible, and 
he could defend it even in Lambton. Those 
who usually acted with him (Mr. Macken- 
zie) would tell him he was wrong, and that 
the rural constituencies knew he was 
wrong, and he might use all his influence, 
and it was great, but he could not change 
it. He (Sir John) appealed to every man 
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they did not all support the Government 
policy, the Canadian policy (no, no.) 
When great popular pressure was brought 
to bear upon the Government to retaliate 
against the illiberal policy of the United 
States, the Government of which he and 
the member for Sherbrooke were members 
resisted the pressure, believing that the 
irritation in the United States would 
cease. They had then to suffer obloquy 
from the member for Lambton and his 
leader, Hon. George Brown [hear hear]. 
They had then sent the member for Sher- 
brooke and Mr. Howland to Washington 
and they went before the Committee of 
Ways and Means, for which they had no 
warrant from the Canadian Government. 
The Government had gone to the very 
verge of humiliation to obtain reciprocity, 
and had been taunted with having gone all 
the length. Nowthere were fitful attempts 
by the United States to renew reciprocity, 
and they had met all these readily. The 
correspondence which they had had with 
the United States was confidential, and 
as men of honour they were bound to 
keep that secret. As long as there was 
a channel of hope for renewal they were 
willing to bear ail opprobium of having 
been faithless to Canada, but now they 
could demand the support of the House 
and country in this matter. They would 
no longer be made the playthings of politi- 
cal parties in a neighbouring republic, and 
were determined to have a policy of their 
own. Look at the fisheries which. had 
been left to their mercies year after year. 
Look to all the interests of the country 
sacrificed. He had counselled conciliation ; 


‘but now when a cry comes from one end 


of the country to the other, they felt 
bound that the wishes of the people should 
be granted. He knew the country would 
support them, and ;they could show that 
this policy had been carried against the 
opposition of the members for Chateau- 
guay and Lambton, and their friends, and 
show that they were no longer to be 
trampled on. They might sneer at peti- 
tions in support of the policy, and if not 
a hen ora chicken, or butter and cheese 
were to be allowed to enter the United 
States, without a heavy tax, they could 
also do the same thing, and if there was to 
be a war of tariffs, so be it. As to the de- 
termination yesterday afternoon they had 
a fixed policy, but rather than risk the 
loss of all, they were willing to abandon 
the duties on coal and wheat. But during 
recess they found their friends were true 
to the national policy [laughter]. They 
might laugh, but the House would show 
that it was true. ‘l'hose who might suffer 
from some particular articles would cheer- 
fully yield to the necessities of the boon 
They had adopted 
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such a policy as would commend itself 
to the country. They had put the 
fisheries in a proper position, and other 
interests the same. If ever the member 
from Lambton were shaken from his 
throne, it would be by having sold himself 
body and soul against the wishes of his 
constituents. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said in response to 
the invitation of the Minister of Justice, 
he would make a few remarks. That hon. 
gentleman had, as usual, taken the line 
having no case, of abusing his opponents. 
(Hear, hear.) He was willing to share the 
responsibility of any policy which he had 
introduced as Finance Minister, and which 
was repeated the following year by the 
Minister of Justice when he (Sir A. TT. 
Galt) was not inthe Ministry, and there- 
fore could not be responsible for that 
action ; and yetit was that policy that he 
now wished to force on the Dominion, 
though the people had rejected it be- 
fore, (hear, hear.) It was the most 
unwise course that could he adopted to 
enter on a retaliatory policy, the idea of 
coercing a great Country like the United 
States bya mere trumpery duty of four 
cents on wheat was most absurd. (Hear.) 
But the leader of the Government propos- 
ed to go into a still more dangerous course 
of retaliation with respect to the fisheries. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Retaliatory? 

Hon. Sir A. T.GALT—Yes—I repeat the 
word retaliatory, when he repelled Ameri- 
can fishermen from the waters in which 
they had been allowed to fish under 
license. He then said the Minister of 
Justice had alluded to certain correspon- 
dence. Hewas of opinion that when a 
conclusion had been arrived at, when there 
were no more negotiations, that House 
ought*to know, and were entitled to know, 
what had taken place, and what were the 
propositions which the Government had 
refused, and why they had refusedthem, 
(hear, hear.) 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
Suppose the American Government are 
not willing? 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Then this Gov- 
ernment should not hive permitted them- 
selves to be placed insuch a position as 
not to be able to communicate to Parlia- 
ment what had taken place. He (Sir A. 
T. GALT) was quite willing to leave the 
matter to the judgment of the House 
and country, (hear, hear.) He had 
heard, for the first time he thought, that 
Mr. Howland and himself had exceeded 
their authority when in Washington. 
There was no foundation for that state- 
ment, for, when in that city, they were 
directed by the British Ambassador to 
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put themselves in communication with 
the committeeof Ways and Means. He 
could safely allow that very extraordinary 
statement to pass without any further 
notice. Thespeech was one of the usual 
ad captandum speeches of the Premier. 
But what puzzled him was what kind of 
speech the hon. gentleman would have 
had to make if the 3 o’clock policy had 
been adhered to, (laughter). A more 
remarkable spectacle of self tergiversation 
had never been seen than on the present oc- 
cassion; and the Minister’s appeal to his 
supporters would not be met in the way 
he seemed to expect. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
‘Nous verrons.”’ 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT could not see 
how the policy was to have a beneficial 
effect in Quebec. He saw new legislation 
but no compensation. After the various 
changes that had been made by the Goy- 
ernment it was advisable to give the 
Government some further time to con- 
sider and to see what other changes they 
might wish to introduce. He hoped the 
House would support the amendment. 


Mr. SAVARY raised objection that the 
amendment of Mr. McDonald was out of 
order. 

The objection was overruled. 

The division was then taken on Mr. 
MACDONALD’S [Glengarry] amendment, 
that flour and meal be added to the free 
list, and resulted in the loss of the motion 
by a majority of 8. Yeas, 73; Nays, 82. 

Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Béchard, Benoit, 


Bodwell, Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, 
Brousseau, Burpee, Caldwell, Carmichael, 
Caron, Cartwright, Casault, Cheval, 


Cimon, Connel, Costigan, Coupal, Dorion, 
Dufresne, Forbes, Fortier, Galt, Sir A. T., 
Gaudet, Geoffrion Gendron, Godin, Holton, 
Hutchinson, Irvine, Joly, Kempt, Langlois, 
Macdonald [Glengarry], MacFarlane, 
Magill, Masson, [Soulanges], McCarthy, 
McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], Mc.- 
Dougall [Renfrew], McDougall [Three 
Rivers], McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Mor- 
rison [Victoria, O.], Oliver, Papuet, Pelle- 
tier, Pickard, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Redford, Renaud, Ross [Wellington], 
Ryan[Montreal], Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd, 
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, Wood, Work- 
man, Wright (York Ontario W. R.) and 
Young—73. 

Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, 
Burton, Cameron [Huron], Cameron [Peel], 
Campbell, Carling, Cartier, Sir Geo. E., 
Cayley, Chimberlin, Chauveau, Colby, 
Crawford [Brockville], Currier, Dobbie, 
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Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, Foster, Gaucher, 
Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Harrison, 
Heath, Hincks Sir Francis, Holmes, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 
Macdonald Sir J. A., Macdonald [Lunen- 
burg], McDonald fMiddlesex], McCallum, 
McKeaghney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, 
Perry, Pope, Ray, Read, Robitaille, Ross 
fChamplain], Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince 
idward], Ross [Victoria, N. S.J], Ryan 
fKings N. B.], Scriver, Shanly, Simpson, 
Sproat, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Tup- 
per, Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead, 
Wilson, Wright [Ottawa Co]. Total, 82. 
Fon. Mr. HOLTON said that it was de- 
sirable to have a direct vote on the original 
motion of the Finance Minister. He there- 
fore moved “the previous question.’’ 


Hon. Sr JOHN A. MACDONAD called 
onthe friends of the Government to vote 
nay. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was amazed 
to hear this appeal to the friends of the 
Government to vote against the Govern- 
ment’s own proposition. The Finance Min- 
ister at any rate was bound to support the 
proposal he had made yesterday. 


Hon. Mr ANGLIN (amidst considerable 
excitement), called on the members from 
New Brunswick to vote yea, against the 
policy of the Government, which would 
act so injuriously on that Province.’ He 
felt himself justified in doing this, because 
only three New Brunswick members had 
voted against the original motion. One of 
these was a minister; another was in re- 
ceipt of $3,600 annually from Government, 
for doing he [Mr. Anglin] did not know 
what, and the other supported the 
Government on all occasions, 


Hon. Mr. RY AN [Kings, N. B.], said that 
he would vote as he liked and doas he 
liked in and out of the House, and did not 
care a snap for the hon. member for 
Gloucester, (cheers). The hon. gentleman 
could not ‘‘ crowd’ him (Hon. Mr. Ryan), 
(cheers). He believed it to the interest 
of the whole Dominion to vote as he did. 


Mr. McDONALD (Lunenburg) said the 
members for Nova Scotia could do their 
own voting and thinking without advice 
from the member for Gloucester. 

After some further discussion the mem- 
- bers were called in and the following di- 
vision resulted—Yeas, 64; nays, 88. 

Majority for tariff as first introduced, 
24. 

Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Béchard, Benoit, 
Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Burpee, Cald- 
well, Carmichael, Cartwright, Casault, Che- 
val, Cimon, Connell, Costigan, Coupal, 
Dorion, Dufresne, Forbes, Fortier, Galt 


[APRIL 27, 1870.] 


Tariff. 1242 


Sir A. T., Gaudet, Geoffrion, Godin, Holton, 
Hutchinson, Joly, Kempt, Macdonald 
fGlengarry], Macfarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
Masson [Soulanges], McCarthy, McConkey, 
McDougall [Lanark], McDougall [Ren- 
frew], McDougall [Three Rivers], McMon- 
ies, Metcalfe, Mills, Merrison [Victoria, 
Ont.], Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pouliot, 
Pozer, Redford, Renaud, Ross Wellington, 
Cape Breton], Ryan [Montreal West], 
Rymal, Savary, Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, 
Thompson [Haldimand], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, Wood, Workman, 
Wright [York Ontario], and Young—64. 


Nays—Messrs. Archambault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Bertrand, 
Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, Brown, 
Burton, Cameron [Huron], Cameron [Peel], 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, SirG. E., 
Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Colby, 
Crawford [Brockville], Currier, Dobbie, 
Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortier, Gaucher, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Grover, Har- 
rison, Heath, Hincks, Holmes, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lapum, Law- 
son, Le Vesconte, Macdonald Sir J. A., 
McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald [Mid- 
dlesex], Masson [Terrebonne], McCallum, 
McKeaghney, Morris, Morrison, [Niagara], 
Munroe, O’Connor, Oliver, Perry, Pope, 
Ray, Read, Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], 
Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
rVictoria, N. S.J], Ryan [King’s N._ B.], 
Scriver, Shanly, Simpson, Sproat, Stephen- 
son, Sylvain, Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
White, Whitehead, Wilson, Wright. [Otta- 
wa Co.]—88. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that the words ‘coal and coke per ton, 
50 cents’’ be struck out of the resolution, 
and also the words ‘wheat per bushel, 
four cents.” 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT raised a point of 
order that the House had just decided 
that the previous question should not be 
put now, and had not stated the time for 
putting it. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD quoted May in defence 
of this point of order. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD ac- 
knowledged the point of order to be a 
good one. 


The SPEAKER decided in accordance. 


. Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved to 
refer the resolutions back to a Committee 
of the Whole to make certain changes on 
the duties on salt, Old Tom Gin, &e. 


Hon. Sir ALEXANDER — TILLOCH 
GALT maintained that this motion 
was out of order, as the last vote of the 
House had decided that the order of the 
day should not be put. 
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Some discussion arose when the motion HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
was declared out of order, the Speaker 
ruling that the order of the day stand as Orrawa, April 28, 1870. 
when Hon. Sir Francis Hincks moved the 
amendment to the original resolutions,| The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
Tuesday. o'clock. 

The House adjourned at 3:45 After routine, 


NORTH WEST. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER present- 


SENATE. ed the report of Mr. Donald Smith of his 
mission to the North West. He said 
Orrawa, April 28, 1870. | printed copies would be presented to the 


members this afternoon. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the! wr MACKENZIE said that the reports 
usual hour. of other gentlemen who were Plenipo- 


After routine business, tentiaries from the Government to Red 
River were also to be brought down. He 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT. would ask where were those reports ?— 


: and would remind the Minister of Militia. 

‘The Finance Department Amendment | that he had not stated if the Government 
Bill was read the third time, and passed. | wore prepared to introduce their Bill that 
night as was promised by the Premier 
yesterday afternoon. He (Mr. Mackenzie) 


Hon. Mr. SKEAD moved the second | Was beginning to get tired of the necessity 
reading of the Canada Central Railway Se each cere’ chert as Ae 
Bill. hk aie a ne ary ee not we ue 

; : . pposition would feel compelled to intro- 

The mover said the Bill had been | quce a Bill themselves, or to take the 
thoroughly discussed in all the details, in| matter out of the hands of the Goverment, 
another place, and it was unnecessary for | who seemed utterly incompetent to deal 
vated ann sai saps tuaie eee with it or anything else. (Hear, hear.) 
might say that the original cha r he ; 
in September next, and that certain pro- ait MulaetainntR teeny ee “aie 
positions had been made from other com- Supine aa aia of ners pra g ily re 
panies and individuals, whereby the work el : § 
of making aroad BOTT eA el Oh es placed in possesion of the report of Father 
company would have about 500 men at Thiebault, but he could not say so posi- 
work immediately, and it was expected | tively. The desire ofthe Government was 
the branch between this city and Carleton oe BAdase Se Peat ae cee’ ee 
Place would be completed this year. It |< ae ne Hemp 
was desirable to have improved communi- onan necessarily required in the 
cation between Montreal and Ottawa. The ys of the Bill. The Minister of 
Bill was read a second time, and referred Justice did not state positively that he 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


-— 


Fore Me anee omni oe, would bring it down to-day. That the 
prop hon. gentleman and himself had met that 
FERRIES. morning, athis [Sir G. E. Cartier’s] own 


house, the delegates from Red River. 
The House went into Committee on the Mr. MACKENZIE—Which delegates ?— 
Ferries Regulation Bill. Hon. Mr. SHAW whom do you eall delegates? 
in the Chair. The Committee rose and re- Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
ported the Bill with certain amendments. | the gentlemen who had been named and 
discussed and spoken about in every way 
and in every kind of manner in the news- 
The Bill relating to the Banque du|P'pers- they wore the three’ delegates 
Peuple was read asecond time and goto eet Hichey, ee 


BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


. . Mr. Scott. 
d to tk tanding Committee on Bank- f 
ae ch Cdeaiphes, : Me Mr. MACKENZIE—I know there are 
a others. 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING. Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 


hon. member had stated that he knew there 
Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented the 11th | were more, he [Sir G. E. Cartier] knew 


report of the JotCommittee on Printing, | there were more, too, and all the gentle- 
which was read and adopted. men who had come there from Red River 
The House then adjourned. had been welcomed, and all information 


Hon. Mr. Skead. 
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they could give to the Government had 
been welcomed. Several of the members 
of the Government had met all those gen- 
tlemen, and surely those gentlemen could 
not complain they had not been met with 
that courtesy which ought to be expected 
from civilized people. Withregard to the 
Bill which the member for Lambton said 
his party would introduce, he (Sir G. E 
Cartier) would remark that every member 
of that House had a right to take the 
initiative in legislation, except with regard 
tomoney matters. If the member for 
Lambton thought he ought to take the 
matter out of the hands of the Govern- 
ment, let him bring forward a scheme 
from his own point of view. He had that 
privilege. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I know my privi- 
leges without being reminded of them by 
the hon. gentleman. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said, 
the Government were considering a very 
important matter, and one surrounded 
with great difficulties; but the Govern- 
ment intended to bring in a measure that 
would met with the support of both sides 
of the House. The measure would be 
the happiest thing which any member had 
experienced that session. It would be an 
end to the whole difficulty. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said the Minister of 
Militia had not yet stated when the mea- 
sure was to be brought down. On Tues- 
day last the Minister of Justice said 1t was 
a matter of hours; but yesterday twenty- 
four hours had elapsed, and to-day forty- 
eight, and still no measure,—the Govern- 
ment were as unable now as they were a 
week ago to say when it would be brought 
down... 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGAL (Lanark) said he 
wished to know whether the House was 
distinctly to understand the Minister of 
Militia to say that he had had an official 
interview with certain gentlemen who had 
come here claiming to be delegates from 
the people of the North West? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
stated then what had been stated on 
Tuesday by the leader of the Government, 
that the Government were meeting gen- 
tlemen sent from the North West. The 
member for Lanark ought to be satisfied 
with that answer. With regard to the 
footing on which the delegates stood that 
would be explained when the measure was 
brought down. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL ‘said that al 
though the Minister of Militia had not 
very explicitly answered his question, yet 
it was understood by the House that the 
Government had an official communication 
with those three gentlemen whose names 
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had been mentioned’ in the newspapers. 
He did not wish to enter into any debate 
now, desiring to wait until the Bill came 
up; but after that statement the House 
would want to know how to deal withit. 
The Minister of Militia had stated that 
the House would be put in possesion of 
the report from the Rev. Father Thie- 
bault, but there was another gentleman, 
Col. de Salaberry, and it was desirable to 
know if the House were to be favoured 
with his report. There was a very dis- 
tinguished: gentleman who, from his _ posi- 
tioa had a great deal of influence—whose 
power, if excercised, would settle all diffi- 
culties, as he (Hon. Mr. McDougall) had 
stated before, and that was the Roman 
Catholic Bishop, who held an official posi- 
tion as the representative of this Govern- 
ment in the North West, who had been 
there some time, and must have reported 
to the Government. Was the House to 
have his report? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said that 
the report of Father Thiebault was the 
only one he had received, and that gen- 
tleman had made up a report both himseif 
and Col. de Salaberry. The Government 
had no kind of communication to lay be- 
fore the House from Bishop Tache. 
Every one would be delighted if the Gov- 
ernment were in possession of a document 
from that worthy member of the Catholic 
Church, but, unfortunately, the Govern- 
ment had no report from him. 


'Mr. BOWELL asked if the Minister of 
Militia was understood to say that those 
men who called there saying they were 
the representatives from the people of 
Red River had presented credentials? 
He supposed that they had some docu- 
mentary evidence toshow who they were. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
had stated with regard to the footing on 
which the delegates had come it would 
be announced when the Government 
brought down the Bill. 


The matter then dropped. 


DISCIPLINE IN GOVERNMENT SHIPS. 


A Bill to make provision for the‘discip- 
line on Canadian Government vessels was 
read a first time. 


THE TARIFF. 


The debate on the proposed motion o 
Hon. Sir Francis Hincks, that the tariff re 
solutions be not concurred in, but that 
they be referred back to Committee with 
a view to make certain amendments. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER rose 
quickly and said, Mr. Speaker— 
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Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was afraid 
the previous question would be moved 
again, (laughter). 

ion. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
was always vigilant. He then moved to 
amend the motion so as to refer the reso- 
lutions back to Committee with instruc- 
tion to strike out coal and {coke 50 
cents per ton, and wheat 4 cents per 
bushel, from the amendment. The effect 
of the amendment is to restore the pro- 
posal to tax coal, coke and wheat as by 
the original proposals. 

Hon Mr. HOLTON moved in amendment 
that the words ‘coal and coak, 50 cents” 
be expunged from the motion in the amend- 
ment so that the effect of the original 
motion do remain to instruct the Com- 
mittee torestore coal and coke to the 
free list. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN maintained that the 
rule was clear that an amendment to 
an amendment could not be put on going 
into Committee of Supply. The proposal 
of the Finance Minister must first be 
disposed of, and if adopted an amend. 
ment could be put after the House had 
been in Committee. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said either one of 
two things, the motion of the Finance 
Minister to refer the matter back to the 
Committee of Supply was either an amend- 
ment or a substantive motion. If the 
former, the amendment by the Minister 
of Militia could not be moved, as no amend- 
ment to an amendment can be moved on 
going into Committee of Supply. If the 
latter, then it must be treated as any 
other substantive motion. The Govern- 
ment must take their choice. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said if the proposal 
of the Minister of Militia was carried, the 
point of order could be raised against any 
proposals to modify or amend them. 


The amendment of Hon. Mr. HOLTON 
was decided to be in order. 


Mr. MAGILL maintained that the most 
cruel tax that could be imposed by any 
Government was that on the necessaries 
of life. The tax on coal was unjustifiable 
as being a heavy tax on _ nine-tenths 
of the people without producing the 


slightest benefit to the other tenth 
It was distinctly a tax against the 
best interests of the country and 
imposing taxes on _ localities already 
too heavily taxed. As to the duty 


on flour, if it could raise the price, that 
extra price would not fall on those who 
would benefit by the tax on coal alone, 
but would press on those also who would 
have to pay the duty on both flour and 
coal. The very fact of insreasing the duty 
would tend toincrease the cost of freight 


Hon. Sir Geo. E. Cartier. 
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and thus further discriminate in favour of 
New York at the expense of the St. 
Lawrence. Some of the proposals of the 
Finance Minister would, however, have his 
support. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—The question before 
the House was simply whether the House 
would impose a tax on coal. It was com- 
plicated with no other considerations, but 
should be regarded on its own merits. 
What interest then would the tax on coal 
foster in Ontario? None whatever, but 
would simply be a tax for revenue. In 
Quebec it would hamper all business and 
effect it most injuriously. lt would foster 
no interest in New Brunswick—and as to 
Nova Scotia, for whose benefit the tax is 
proposed, it could find no market here by 
such a tax, and the only etfect would pro- 
bably be to raise the price to the poor 
people there. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER asked how the tax 
could fall on the poor people without do- 
ing any good to the coal owners. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said the matter was 
plain enough, but he did not regard the _ 
coal owners merely. The people of Nova — 
Scotia should know that the whole interests 
of that Province were tobe sacrificed to 
the interests of a few monopolists, and 
this was the great national policy that was 
to bring the people of the United States 
totheir knees. The thing was worse than 
ridiculous. If gentlemen from Ontario 
choose to tax themselves, and if members 
from Nova Scotia [not in the interests of 
monopolists] choose todoso, he for one 
would not. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT did not consider 
that it was possible to bring down another 
proposal which contained so many objec- 
tionable features as that duty on coal. 
There were four objections; inequality of 
pressure on various sections, uncertainty 
of duration, and pressure on particular in- 
terests existing in the country, such as 
their manufactures; and lastly the worst 
possible tax was one on the necessaries 
of life. The proposal was against the 
opinions of Adam Smith and Stuart Mill 
compared with whom the Militia Minister 
was, of course, quite an economical star. 
(Laughter). He was not afraid of taxa- 
tion, but it should be fair and equitable. 
It was not a prudent policy to cut off one’s 
nose to spite one’s face; but the Ministry 
were willing to introduce a retaliatory 
policy, which would have no beneficial re- 
sults at all. The duty of 50 cents would 
not free the trade of the St. Lawrence 
against national difficulties. The imposi- 
tion was likely to create irritation in the 
various Provinces. He congratulated the 
Ministry on the facility with which they 
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daughter). 


Hinata MROHIBALD. shido this ‘was 


not a question simply of duty on coal, as 
maintained by the member for West Brant, 
but of the adoption of the whole national 
policy. The same argument applied to the 
United States would show that all the 
States, except, perhaps, to Pennsylvania. 
had taxed themselves for no object. 
Yet sucha system had grown up there. 
The policy now proposed by the Govern- 
ment, was a protective one for fostering 
the industrial interests of the country. 
They intended to show the people of the 
-United States that they would no longer 
be trampled on, but would protect their 
fishing and other interests, leaving them 
free as soon as the United States showed 
a similar disposition. He had no hope 


for extending reciprocity, the 
burdens on the United States 
being so much heavier than ours. 


The average duties there amounted to 
40 per cent. while ours were only 124 per 
cent. But there were things which might 
be exchanged, such as products of the field, 
forest, mines, and sea. He pointed out 
the immense results already obtained by 
the labours of the miners in promoting 
ship-building, and all other industries. 
He believed this national policy would 
give them an opening to the markets of 
the United States. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL had no hesi- 
tation in saying he looked with great 
apprehension upon the policy of the 
Government with respect to commerce and 
trade. He could not understand the argu- 
ments of the honorable member for Col- 
chester, and it seemed to him that all the 
arguments of Government supporters 
mutually destroyed each other. If the 
object of this retaliatory policy is to force 
free trade with the United States he failed 
to see how it could also be a protective 
policy, adopted for the purpose of encour- 
aging native industry. He thought, 
as a former member of the Govern- 
' ment, that all correspondence with 
the Washington Government ought to 
be laid before the country. As to the 
policy upon the fisheries, it involved a ques- 
tion of peace or war between the United 
States and Great Britain. Let them count 
up the cost of the protection of the fisher- 
ies and see if the country would derive any 
benefit in driving away American fishermen 
from our coasts. Then owing to pressure 
brought to bear upon any Government in 
the distribution of offices and of money, 
persons unfit for office might be placed in 
charge of schooners to protect the fisheries 
and increase the danger of collision with 
America. He had made investigations 
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had turned their backs upon themse.ves, | 
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regarding Nova Scotia industries while in 
office, and had found that coal mines were 
principally owned by American and Mon- 
treal capitalists. The increase of price 
of coal would not benetit the people of 
Nova Scotia. The coal of Nova Scotia 
could not be forced up the St. Lawrence 
by such duty, for American coal would 
come in, and if the Government were con- 
sistent in their argument they must put 
on higher duty, soasto drive Nova Scotia 
coal above Kingston. They would nei- 
ther protect Nova Scotia coal nor pro- 
duce revenue by this duty upon coal and 
flour. He doubted if he would get enough 
to make up the deficit, which had been 
caused by circumstances, as he could not 
say 1t was the fault of the Finance Minister 
or the Government. He felt that he 
would not be doing his duty to his consti- 
tuents in sustaining the Government in 
this resolution, nor any resolution which 
would impose duty on our natural pro- 
ducts. Hehad not, however, any desire 
to see the Government displaced, as he 
saw around him none of those political 
combinations, which in his opinion would 
place the country ina better position. He 
thought it was preferable to wait until 
they had announced their policy with re- 
gard to the North West, and if that was 
not satisfactory they must take the oon- 
sequences [hear ]. 

Mr. ROSS [Victoria] — Mr. Speaker, I 
voted last night against the amendmen 
of my honourable friend from Glengarry, 
believing that unless a _ small duty 
should be permitted to be placed on 
flour and meal, coming from the United 
States, that we should be unable to ob- 
tain a duty on coal. Without the one I 
would have voted against the other. While 
enjoying the advantages of free trade—Ke- 
ciprocity with the United States—no por- 
tion of the Dominion had prospered more 
than Nova Scotia. We are now suffering 
for the want of it; and our people 
assert and believe that no _ efforts 
have been used by this Government to 
ebtain a renewal of that treaty. But there 
are always two sidesto a question. The 
Government on the other hand, state that 
every means have been exhausted, and, 
that it now rests entirely with the Ameri- 
cans themselves, whether a treaty can be 
obtained or not. If this is correct, it would 
be very satisfactory to have all the corres- 
pondence published, so that we should 
all know how far the Government were 
willing tomeet the Americans, and what 
are the real points in dispute be- 
tween the United States Government 
and the Government of this Domin- 
ion. Here, I may be allowed to state 
that I view the protection of our 
coast fisheries with more favour than many 


. 
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other members of this House are willing to 
do. If the protection to our fisheries is an 
earnest one, if our fishermen are protected 
by our own police vessels, backed and aided 
by the steam cruisers of the British Govern- 
ment; if there be a sincere and honest 
desire to exclude the American fishermen 
from our fishing grounds, much may be 
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coal, American coal may even be dis- 
pensed with. I am willing to try its 
effects for one year. I fully admit that 
a protective policy is wrong in prin- 
ciple, and should not be continued long, 
but we cannot be expected to allow the 
Amerieans to have everything their own 
way without affording any advantages in 


done in the way of protecting a branch of! return. 


industry always hazardous and uncertain 
in its results; but, if like the protection 
of late years, it be not properly attended 
to, it will be worse thana sham. Willing 


as I am to go any reasonable length to ob- | 


tain reciprocal trade with our neighbors, I 
know that to touch their pockets and their 
interests is the only way to move them. 
With a duty placed on coal a larger 
trade will be opened’ with Quebec 
and Montreal. Our coal is protected fifty 
cents per ton or seventy-five cents per 
chaldron, even against English coal, and 
vessels bringing coal will return with 
flour and Canadian goods, free of duty, and 
thus lessen the present direct trade with 
the Americans, by the near routes of Port- 
land and Boston. Weare told that our 
mines are owned by Americans. To some 
extent this is true. Some of our mines are 
owned in England, some in the United 
States, some in Montreal, and others in 
Nova Scotia, but what matters it, who 
owns them as long as they are successfully 
and extensively worked? Every thousand 
tons of coal that will be shipped this year, 
more than last tends to increase the 
prosperity of the people of 
Cape Breton—both farmers and _fisher- 
men-—while it is a source of revenue to the 
Local Government. The policy of the Gov- 
ernment, as a protective one, does not go 
far enough; and, as a revenue policy, the 
duty might be placed advantageously more 
on the luxuries and less on the necessaries 
of life. There are natural barriers, it must 
be recollected, which will prevent us 
sending coals into the lakes of Canada. 
Transhipment would so increase the price 
as to make importation unprofitable. To 
carry it successfully a long distance, large 
vessels must be used, and the canals are 
not deep enough to admit them. Insome 
degree this may be overcome by the em- 
ployment of flat-bottomed vessels and 
steamers, which can be sent down with 
flour and other produce, and bring coals 
back in return. In this way, if we cannot 
have free trade with the Americans, we 
may extend the trade with ourselves to an 
extent which will enable us to dispense 
with it till the Americans give it to us. 
We are indeed promised Reciprocity un- 
der the present arrangement—acting to- 
gether with a determination to protect our 
fisheries and to increase the market, and 
create a demand for home produced 


Mr. Ross. 


AFTER RECHSS. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER continued the de- 
bate. He thought that the Government 
had just cause to complain of their sup- 
porters if they allowed them, by their si- 
lence, to think that a certain policy would 
be supported and then deserted; but they 
had ten times greater right to com- 
plain of those members who had formed 
deputations and urged one policy, and did 
not support them when it was brought 
down. He could prove it by the votes 
given last night by gentlamen on the Op- 
position side. . 


Hon. Mr. DORION—Did the Govern- 
ment consult with them when they changed 
their policy ? (hear, hear). 

Mr. OLIVER asked for the names of 
these members. 

Hon. Dr. TUPPER said for one, the 
Treasurer of Ontario. Speaking to the 
motion of the member for North Oxford, 
for the imposition of duties on flour, wheat, 
corn, coal and salt, he believed that the 
policy proposed was a free trade one, and 
with regard to fishery protection, the small 
Province of Nova Scotia had exercised it 
with good results, and the present position 
was that by adopting the proposed policy 
they would obtain not only a renewal of 
reciprocal relations, but would bring the 
greatest and most powerful influence to 
bear on the manufacturers of the courtry. 
It would be an element of power greater 
than any other in the obtaining of Reci- 
procity, and would bring the influence of 
the Pennsylvania coal monopolists on their 
Government to alter its present policy. 
If that were so, where were the grounds 
for the sneers about obtaining the treaty 
by means of that policy? He was a good 
deal astonished at the ramark3 while he 
was pleased to hear the voice of the Hon. 
Mr. McDougall; but he thought he was 
a little unfortunate in his maiden speech 
on re-entering his seat. He _ himself 
thought he should have to try the pecu- 
liar virtues of sitting in the Opposition 
benches. At avery early hour he might 
have the opportunity of doing so. The 
sentiments the Hon. Mr. McDougall ex- 
pressed were very different from those he 
uttered when sitting on the Treasury 
benches. His present position on the 
fishery question was very different from 
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the record of his views when he sat as a 
Cabinet Minister. He (Dr. Tupper) was 
certain that the hon. gentleman, instead 
of standing in his place by insinuating 
that they were unable to protect their 
fisheries, thus committed the crime of 
suggesting to the Americans to violate 
and create the very difficulties which he 
deprecated. Had he maintained the 
policy to which he was committed, as one 
of the Administration, he would have been 
more statesmanlike. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL asked what the 
policy was to which he had committed. 
himself? It certainly was not one of ex- 
clusion, for American vessels were admit- 
ted at nominal rates. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER main- 
taining the right we had to exclude foreign 
vessels 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL— Of course. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that policy was 
adopted only for a single year, and at the 
special request of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. The Canadian Government person- 
ally were opposed to that policy. He did 
not think there was any foundation for the 
view that this was a question in which war 
or peace were concerned. The President 
of the United States had come down with 
a Message to Congress stating that they 
would send a vessel of war to the fish- 
ing waters in order to see the laws carried 
out. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—And to protect 
American fishermen (hear). 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER said that was a mat- 
ter of course. With regard to the ques- 
tion of the duty on coal being useless 
in consequence of the geographical posi- 
tion of Nova Scotia, it was absurd, as the 
hon. member for Lanark had added it 
would give no revenue to the country. 
He asked the hon. member how that tariff 
could give no additional revenue to the 
country, and yet allowed the same quan- 
tity of coal to come in. Noone could 
answer the question, and he thought he 
was right, therefore, in stating that that 
limited protection was the only means of 
obtaining Reciprocity. They had nothing 
to offer to the Nova Scotians, except the 
proposals made by the present Govern- 
ment. The member for Hamilton, who’ 
had been screaming for protection during 
the whole of the session, had made a 
free trade speech on Thursday, and he 
(Dr. Tupper) wondered how his constit- 
uents would receive this double advocacy. 
He had recalled his deliberate opinion, 
The member for South Brant had advo- 
cated, in his speech on the motion of the 
member for South Oxford, at an earlier 
part of the session, the protection of Ca- 
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nadian interests, and it was too late for 
him to draw back. With regard to the 
endeavour to load him (Dr. Tupper) with 
a certain amount of odium by the hon. 
member for Gloucester, for coming to 
that Parliament with two gentlemen as 
colleagues, who had been his opponents, 
the necessities of the time needed that the 


past should be forgotten, and that all 


should unite in forwarding the accomplish- 
ment of the Union. It has been said 
that he had exerted influence in the 
Government. He thought he ought to be 
able to influence the Government. If he 
had any influence with the Government 
he owed it to the fact that in him they 
recognized one who was devoting his time 
and talents, such as they were, to an 
earnest and unselfish advocacy of what 
he believed to be the best interests of the 
country. The present Tariff protected, 
and rightly so, the farmers of Ontario, 
and they owed that protection to the 
members from Nova Scotia. But he would 
like to. see the man who would tell him 
that it would be honest to strip their 
policy of the very feature which led him 
and his colleagues from Nova Scotia to give 
that policy their support. 

Mr. BODWELL said it was a fact not 
concealed from the House that the Govern- 
ment were forced by one member of the 
House at 7:30 to change a policy they 
had brought forward at 3 o’clock. If 
was no wonder, then, that that gentleman 
should boast of the circumstance, but his 
influence had brought degradation on 
the Government and its followers. It had 
been said that the policy of the Govern- 
ment was a good one for the interests of 
the country. As a policy of protection, 
it was not sufficiently protective to effect 
the object in view; as a retaliatory policy 
it failed, for it did not place a duty of 
dollar for dollar against the Tariff of the 
United States, but to talk of retaliation 
with the United States was an absurdity. 
The Tariff would simply tax Ontario and 
Quebec for the benefit of Nova Scotia; but 
in reality it would not benefit Nova Scotia, 
for the manufactories of Ontario could not 
use Nova Scotia coal, therefore, there 
would be a tax of 50c. on coal, which 
would bea great grievance to Ontario und. 
Quebec, and would not benefit Nova Scotia. 
The tax on coal would raise the price of 
manufactured articles, but would not ben- 
efit manufacturers, because it would raise 
the cost of production more than would 
be compensated for by the increased Tariff 
on the articles produced. The Tariff would. 
raise the price of breadstuffs in the Mari- 
time Provinces, and would be a monstrous 
injustice to New Brunswick. The Tari 
would not, as had been stated, be a ben- 
efit to the Western farmers. It had been 
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said that the Western farmers had signed : 
petitions in its favour, but they had been 
induced to sign them ‘by false pretences, 
and induced to do so by designing Protec- 
tionists from the cities. He had been with 
his constituents a few days ago, and they 
were of opinion that the proposition to put 
duties on wheat and’ corn should be re- 
sisted. He had come to the conclusion, 
from the tone of the American press, that 
the pass‘ng of this Tariff would have the 
effect of retar ding the renewal of the 
Treaty. He would sustain the motion of 
the member for Chateauguay, which | 
seemed to him the only rational conclu- 
sion at which the House could arrive (hear, 
hear). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS replied to 
Mr. Bodwell and Hon. Mr. McDougall. 
He referred to the last tariff, which 
showed that the latter getleman, as a 
member of the Government, was then in 
favour of a policy much the same as that 
now proposed. It was true that coal was 
not then taxed, but the reason for that 
was, that Nova Scotia was not then in the 
Union. 


Hon. Mr. McKEAGNEY—Mr. Speaker, 
coming as I do from the coal-producing 
county of Cape Breton, it will be natu- 
rally expected that I should offer a few 
observations on the subject now before 
the House. Hon. members opposite, and 
especially the hon. member from Brant, 
said it would be in the interest of Nova 
Scotia that all coal coming into the Do- 
minion should be exempt from duty. I 
tell the hon. member for Brant that he 
will not be accepted in Nova Scotia as the 
true exponent of the wants or feelings of 
the people of that Province. Sir, they well 
know, and remerhber it too, that at 
a time when the highest interests of Nova 
Scotia trembled in the balance, that hon. 
gentleman was found throwing his vote 
and influence into the scale against her. 
And now, forsooth, he comes forward, as 
the self-constituted champion of Nova 
Scotia, and asks this House to protect her 
from an injury which he says this duty on 
coal would inflict on the people of that 
Province, I say, away with such pseudo 
friends, we want none of them! Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I have the honour to stand here 
as the representative of the twenty thou- 
sand people who compose the population 
of Cape Breton, by far the most important 
coal district in Nova Scotia, and I tell this 
House that my constituents will regard 
it as a boon and benefit to them 
that this duty on coal should be im- 
posed. ‘The only thing I regret is, that 
instead of 50 cents per ton, it is not double 
that amount. This is, indeed, a grave 
question, Mr. Sperker, and may involve 
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serious consequences. If you fail to pro- 
tect the native industry of Nova Scotia, 
the people will feel that this Dominion of 
Canada has no longer any interest in their 
welfare, and a deep sentiment of dissatis- 
faction will be engendered throughout 
the length and breadth of thr land. I 
entreat this House then to pause before 
it commits itself to a non-protective 
policy, that must give rise to the 
deepest feeling of hostility in the 
minds of the people of Cape Breton. 
Then, indeed, will they say, and truly 
can they say it, that Confederation has 
become not-a blessing, but a curse to 


them; that, like an incubus, it has 
crushed and borne down their 
best interests. Sir, what will be the 
consequence ? Why, this will be the 


consequence—that the people of Nova 
Scotia, becoming justly exasperated at this 
abnegation of their rights, will hold in- 
dignation meetings, condemnatory of Con- 
federation. They will say, behold now 
what Confederation has done; see the 
bitter fruit it has produced ; ‘our worst 
fears have become realized! These Ca- 
nadians now hold us in their thrall, and 
refuse to do us justice by protecting the 
fruits of our honest labour. Who can 
answer for the consequences that may 
ensue from this deep-seated indignation ? 
If, by your vote to-nighs, you precipitate 
this state of things, I tell this House that 
I believe the people of Cape Breton, to 
escape the evils that will thus surround 
them, would be driven, reluctantly driven, 


‘IL will say, to desire annexation, rather 


than have their interests borne down by 
the unjust legislation of this Parliament. 
We have now, Mr. Speaker, a conflagra- 
tion at the North-West. I caution you 
to have a care that you do not kindle a 
spark at the South-East that will shake 
this Confederation to its very centre! 
Save this country, then, I entreat you, from 
these evils ; and shew ‘the people of Nova 
Scotia that you are mindful of their pros- 
perity, and desire to do them full justice 
by fostering and developing the natural 
resources Of that fine Province. Shew 
them that you have their welfare at 
heart; that you will allow no _ petty 
feelings or sectional considerations un- 
justly to depress their interests, and you 
will thus strengthen the bonds that bind 
us together as a people, and promote the 
happiness and prosperity of this great 
Dominion. 

Mr. MILLS said the Finance Minister 
had stated he was stilla Free Trader; but 
he could not find anything in the letters 
or speeches of Sir Robert Peel which said 
Reciprocity was a bad thing, and neither 
Sir Robert Peel nor Richard Cobden said 
that if you could not get Free Trade you 
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were to put on a Protective Tariff (hear, 
hear). ‘he member for Cumberland had 
spoken of the necessity of having the de- 
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view of large cities, 
Montreal. 


1258 


to urge the 
like Quebec and 
The shipping trade of those 


bates reported. He (Mr. Mills) had no ob- | two cities was very large and important, 


jection to have speeches fairly reported, but 
he could not understand why the member 
for Cumberland should take a clerk who 
had a sinecure in the other House, put 
him in the Reporters’ Gallery, and have 
him, at the public expense, report his 
(Hon. Dr. Tupper’s) own speeches. He 
(Mr. Mills) could produce speeches from 
specimens of Hansard, already published, 
which were never spoken, and could shew 
that there were put in the mouths of mem- 


bers, sentiments they had never uttered. : 


Government had admitted that it would 
be a bad thing to put a tax on one 
part of the Dominion and not on the other, 
and so to be impartial they committed 
an injustice against each in turn. He 
eould not see how there could be any aii- 
yantage in taking money from one portion 
of the people and giving it to another. 
He could not see why the fisheries ques- 
tion should be mixed up with the Tariff, 
and both should be considered apart. 
But that was only another instance of 
the fact that neither the Government nor 
its supporters had attempted to treat the 
question of Tariffon its merits. Every 
principle upon which taxation should be 
regulated had been violated by the Gov- 
ernment in every measure they had 
brought before the House. He was op- 
posed to the Tariff because it restricted 
industry, and put good and bad on the 
same footing; robbed industry of its re- 
ward; neutralized the improvements their 
people are making, and because it would. 
destroy the carrying trade of the country 
le would, therefore, vote for the amend- 
ment (hear, hear). 


Mr. OLIVER contended that the mem- 
ber for Cumberland, and the Finance 
Minister, had entirely failed to show that 
a duty on coal would add one bushel to 
the amount of Nova Scotia coal used in 
Ontario. The imposition of a duty would 
simply add to the cost of coal, and ham- 
per trade. He attacked the Government 
for its vacillation, and charged, that, after 
the original resolutions had been changed, 
the Ministry had been coerced by the hon. 
member for Cumberland, to drop the 
amendments and go back to the original 
resolutions. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS gave such 
statement a flat contradiction, 


Mr. OLIVER said the hon. member for. 


Cumberland would not contradict it; he 
had rather boasted of his power. He went 
on to oppose certain portions of the Gov- 
ernment policy. 


and largely employed in carrying lumber 
to English markets, bringing back iron, 
and hardware, but principally coal, and the 
imposition of a duty would very much in- 
terfere with the freight trade. The manu- 
facturing interests of Montreal were very 
important, and consumed large quanti- 
ties of coal. If 50 cents per ton were 
added to the price of that article, their 
protits would be reduced so much, 
and their industry cramped. The 
forty thousand tons of Anthracite coal, 
used chiefly in Montreal, must come from 
the United States, and could not be got 
elsewhere. The Nova Scotia coal might be 
excellent in some respects, but it was un- 
suited to all the wants of Montreal. The 
petition of the Montreal New City Gas Co. 
would shew that they could not use Nova 
Scotia bituminous coal in making gas. 
Besides, the Nova Scotia coal mines were 
owned by English and American capital- 
ists, and one of the most important of the 
coal mines, was owned almost wholly in 
Montreal. If Nova Scotia would not be 
conciliated unless she got 50 cents per ton 
on coal, after getting a million and a half 
of dollars already, it was time the House 
knew it, though his first speech had been 
criticized by the hon. member for Cumber- 
land, for want of logic, but it had the true 
ring about it, and he had received encour- 
aging letters and telegrams from his con- 
stituents. He denied that a national 
policy would give us Reciprocity; on the 
contrary, it would stir up ill-feeling among 
the Americans. It was not a protective 
policy, as pretended, but simply for 
revenue purposes. Now he was prepared 
to prove that the imposition of this most 
objectionable duty of fifty cents per tonon 
coal was not necessary for revenue pur- 
poses, and that the Government could do 
without it. He would prove this out of 
the mouths of the members of Govern- 
ment themselves, as on Tuesday last when 
the Minister of Finance made the an- 
nouncement in the House that the Cabi- 
net had determined not to impose any 
duty upon coal; wheat, inland charges and 
carriage on goods from the place of manu- 
facture, he [Mr. Workman] stated to two 
Cabinet Ministers then sitting close to him 
that he was very much pleased at this 
change, but expressed his anxiéty to know 
how the Finance Minister proposed to 


‘raise the amount of duty then given up, 


when o1i0 of these honorable gentlemen at 
once replied, we do not propose to put on 
any other duties because we will have a 
surplus as it is. With this express as- 
surance, how can the Government justify 
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their change of policy to the House and to 
the country for re-imposing this most ob- 
jectionable duty on the chief necessaries 
of life. Was it possible that the fuel 
of every artizan and poor man in every 
large city, was to be taxed to concili- 
ate Nova Scotia. He was strongly opposed 
to such a course being taken, and if it 
were adopted, the people at the next 
elections would express their opinion by 
returning very different men. He consid- 
ered this national policy was very small 
imdeed, and unworthy of a great nation. 
The duty on wheat would be a serious 
drawback to large importing merchants, 
because outside of the item of costit would 
eause delay and trouble. He hoped the 
House would not sanction such duties, 
and if the Government choose to make 
this a vote of want of confidence, then let 
the issue rest with them, and let the coun- 
try know it (hear). ; 
Mr. JONES expressed his approval o 
the policy of the Government, and regard- 
ed the inauguration of the national policy 
prithout offending some of the Provinces. 


Mr. McCALLUM said he was a free 
trader, but he desired to represent the 
wishes of the people, although his own 
mterests were opposed to these wishes. 
He thought the duty proposed on coal 
should not be less than $1 a ton; corn 
ten cents, and a duty on American vessels. 


My. ROSS (Dundas) never permitted 
himself to be trammelled by theory, but 
came to represent the wishes of his con- 
stituents. They had been led to believe 
that Confederation would promote large 
Mntercolonial trade, and he thought this 
tariff should be adopted as a means for this 
purpose. Hedeprecated all irritating re- 
marks against Americans as to this being a 
retaliatory policy. He asked if American 
wheat coming through for shipment could 
do so in Bond. 


Mr. STIRTON said the statements of the 
Minister of Finance that the House was 
Heoded with petitions, for taxations was 
a pretext, as the petitions were got up 
on the false statement that they were in- 
tended to promote reciprocity. He pointed 
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out the absurdity of the proposals of the’ 


Pmance Minister, and showed that the 
proposed taxes would fall with undue sey- 
erity on certain’ portions of the country. 
He thought free trade was the best policy 
to carry out. 

Mr. RYAN [Montreal] protested, on 
behalf of the Province of Quebec and city 
of Montreal, against the imposition of du- 
tes. Instead of being a national policy it 
was a Cumberland policy [laughter]. It 
had been called a revenue policy by the 
Finance Minister, but that honourable gen- 
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tleman ought to adopt some other means 


‘of raising revenue that would not operate 


injuriously, as this would, upon the Prov- 
inces of Quebec and New Brunswick. In 
endeavouring to conciliate Nova Scotia, 
the Government were causing heart-burn- 
ings and grievances in other Provinces, and 
he implored the Minister of Finance to 
re-consider the matter before proceeding 
further. 

Dr. GRANT was astonished at the vote 

of the members from Montreal against the 
Government, who were trying to carry out 
Confederation. . 
- Mr. METCALFE said the tariff was for 
the interests of a few monopolists and 
against the interests of Quebec, Ontario 
and New Brunswick. It was impolitic and 
unjust to the majority of the business men 
of Ontario. If they wanted one thing 
more than another it was cheap fuel. But 
that tariff would raise the price of coal to 
the manufacturers of Toronto. The tax 
would amount to 334 per cent. of the value 
of coal at the pit’s mouth, for coal in 
Pennsylvania could be produced at the 
pit’s mouth for about $1 per ton. He 
hoped the House would vote against that 
monstrous, odious, and ill-advised tariff, 
(hear). 

Hon. Mr. ANGLIN considered that the 
weight of the argument had been against 
the imposition of those obnoxious duties, 
and the House would give that indication 
were no Ministerial pressure brought to 
bear upon members. 

Hon. Mr. LEVESCONTE entered on 
personal explanation. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was a matter 
of great importance that this question 
should be discussed as a simple business 
affair. The hon. member for Cumberland 
made a very long speech, and begged the 
premises all through, and directed his ar- 
gument at an imaginary stand point of 
his own. The hon. gentleman took it for 
granted that the policy which was initiated 
by the Government in the present tariff 
was one that would, as a matter of course, 
have a tendency to confer a great amount 
of prosperity on this country, and a great 
amount of happiness on this people (hear). 
Arguing from this point of view, as if it 
was a matter not disputed by any one, he 


‘sought to cast the greatest possible amount 


of blame indiscriminately upon every per- 
son who chose to differ from him in his 
opinion. That hon. gentleman had de- 
termined to make himself most person- 
ally offensive by the extreme rancour 
which characterized his remarks. He 
(Mr. Mackenzie) did not intend to follow 
that hon. gentleman, but would leave 
him an entire monopoly, because that 


| course was unfair, and was unsuited to 
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this debate. The ground he (Mr. Macken- 
zie) would take was one that would be 
perfectly understood by every one, 
whether they agreed with him or not. 
The hon. member for Colchester took the 
broad protectionist principle, and gave as 
a reason for voting for the Bill that it would 
promote coal mining in Neva Scotia, and 
if coal mining were promoted there, that 
would also promote other industries of a 
greater or less extent. Hvery one, who 
was at all acquainted with the protectionist 
argument, knows that the statement made 
by the hon. member was the beginning 
and the end of all protectionist theories. 
He assumes that wherever there is a 
mine or a manufactory built up by afford- 
ing the proprietors of the mine or manu- 
factory protection against competition 
from every quarter, a certain settlement 
of trades, shopkeepers, and artizans of 
various kinds will naturally come together, 
and there will be a greater demand for ag- 
ricultural productions than there would 
have existed had that protection not been 
afforded. This was the protectionist ar- 
gument stated bythe hon. gentleman, and 
‘he was disposed to meet it firmly, and 
upon this ground he asked the House to 
place a duty on coal. It was intended to 
benefit a particular class and a particular 
locality ; and anything that benefited a 
particular class or particular locality must 
inflict corresponding injuries upon other 
classes and other localities. If the hon. 
gentleman could shew him that the pro- 
tection of a particular class of interests was 
to be taken from foreigners, or from people 
over whom this House had no care, then 
he would admit that the hon. gentleman’s 
argument was sound. But then if the hon. 
gentleman had the hardihood to say that 
the Government were initiating a policy 
that would tax one portion of the com- 
munity at the expense of another, such 
a policy was one that could not be de- 
fended by any public man in the country. 
That was the whole theory upon which the 
hon. gentleman based his argument—the 
whole #heory upon which he appeals to 
this House to support this tax which 
was to operate so injuriously, upon one 
portion of the community. Besides that, 
coal at the most could only be termed raw 
material. We allow raw materials to be 
brought in duty free; we have but a 
trifling duty upon bar iron, which cannot 
be called a raw material, for it is much 
less raw material than coal; but yet be- 
cause it is, to a certain extent, raw ma- 
terial, used in the manufacture of carriage 
and other articles necessary to a civilized 
country, we impose a very small duty upon 
it ; but here is an article taken fresh from 
the bowels of the earth, precisely the same 
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of, and the hon. gentleman, in order to 
promote the interests of a few mining cor- 
porations, proposes to tax other portions 
of the country. But this is not the worst 
of it, for the hon. gentleman has utterly 
failed toshew us that by doing so he 
would promote the interests or industries 
of the people of Nova Scotia. He (Mr. 
Mackenzie) had mentioned in a former 
speech that we could purchase coal at the 
lake ports at $4 to $5 a ton, and 
the hon. gentleman knew that they 
could not send Nova Scotia coal to the 
Ontario peninsula at that price, and the 
imposition of the duty would be simply 
compelling the manufacturers and poor 
people to buy coal at so much higher 
price, and pay the tax to the Dominion, in 
order that Nova Scotia might have the 
pretence of protection. If this House de- 
cided to initiate a policy of protection, he 
was prepared to bow to their decision ; 
but should insist, when in Committee, 
that it should be shewn what was neces- 
sary to protect every interest in the coun- 
try as wellas the coal interest, the farmer’s 
interest, and manufactures in any part of 
the country. If there was to be protec- 
tion let us have it; but not this wretched 
attempt at protecting only 200,000 people. 
One hon. member ‘called this a protection 
measure ; another called it a free trade 
measure ; the hon. member for Cumber- 
land called it a retaliatory policy, and jus- 
tified a retaliatory policy. Well, it could 
not be all these. If the hon. member for 
Cumberland really pretended that this 
retaliatory policy would frighten the 
United States, he had less common sense 
than he (Mr. Mackenzie) gave him credit 
for. He was very much amused in look- 
ing over to-day’s papers, to see the com- 
ments of one of the western papers. 
A ministerial organ, west of Hamilton, 
received the announcement of the recan- 
tation of the Finance Minister, and com- 
mented as follows, under the heading of 
‘‘ Common Sense Triumphant.” 


SEVERAL MEMBERS—Name, name. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The paper is the 
London Free Press :— 


“Tt is with sincere pleasure that we state that 
last night Sir F. Hincks announced to the House 
that he has abandoned the proposal to place a duty 
oncoal and wheat. This is very satisfactory, and 
entirely in accordance with the tenor of publi¢ 
opinion. In giving way before it, Sir Francis 
has shown himself in his true light as a liberal 
statesman, and the only wonder is that he should 
ever have allowed his name to be connected 
with so retrograde, or, as he termed it, so * bar- 
barous” a proposition. The explanation he 
gave of it at first is the true one. The minds of 
members of both sides of the House seemed to 
be, at the commencement of the session, im- 
bued with the idea, that retaliation on the 


as they take iron stone to make iron out | Americans would be a grand thing, a national 
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poliey. That it would show spirit on the part of 
a young nation. That they could hit back, and 
would do it too. The Government was mobbed 
by members whom nothing but the extermina— 
tion of the universal Yankee would suit, and in 
erder to do this those wise-heads came to the 
-eonclusion that a duty should be put on the coal 
which we burn, on wheat which we eat. But 
the country has had the good sense to see how 
nonsensical this would be, and the members 
having cooled off a little, upon reflection, Sir 
Francis is able to follow the bent of his own 
well-known principles. The Commons willnow 
see that mere passion is no guide to statesman- 
ship or a country’s progress. They will see 
that “retaliation,” though a high-sounding 
word, has no response in the sentiment of the 
people, who would resent a policy based upon 
such considerations. As it is, itis well, and 
we are glad the record of the Government is not 
to be stained by the imposition of a tax which 
would strike at the essentials of life—food and 
heat.” 

It would be difficult to find an organ 
more devoted to the Government, or to 
any Government that happened to be in 
power; but it would be difficult, on the 
other hand, to find any more sensible ar- 
ticle in any paper; it shewed what the 
feeling of the country was there (London), 
{t was situated in the heart of the richest 
agricultural district in Canada, and circu- 
lates its weekly almost wholly amongst 
farmers, and pretends to be the leading 
organ in that quarter of the Dominion, 
not only of the Government, but of public 
opinion. He was glad to find this strong 
opinion from that particular quarter, and 
he commended it to the attention of the 
hon. gentlemen opposite, who sought to 
masquerade under the title of free 
trade, in bringing forward this proposition 
of the Government. The effect of this 
proposed tax upon coal would simply be 
to give annoyance and inconvenience to 
the people of Ontario, and make them 
pay the tax. It would not, in his opinion, 
confer the slightest favour upon the people 
of the United States, except upon capi- 
talists of England, New York and Mon.- 
éreal, who owned the mines. The propo- 
aal to tax one class and locality, for the 
benefit of another class and locality, was 
Miquitous in its conception; and, if car- 
ried out, would work mischief to the coun- 

He referred to the benefits which 
had resulted to England from the adop- 
tion of a free trade system, and to the 
evils which followed the rigid protectionist 
policy of the United States, and warned 
the House against adopting a policy which 
would prove the ruin of the country. He 
believed there was a growing feeling in the 
United States, and he protested against 
the Government forcing on them shackles 
to their trade, which would be fraught with 
#0 much mischief, 

The amendment was then put and lost. 
Yoas, 62; Nays, 90. 
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Yuras—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Benoit, 
Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Caldwell, Car- 
michael, Caron, Cartwright, Casault, Che- 
val, Connell, Coupal, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Fortier, Galt, Sir Alexander T., Gaudet, 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Holton, Hut- 
chison, Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Mae- 
donald (Glengarry), Macfarlane, Macken- 
zie, Magill, Masson (Soulanges), McCarthy, 
McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), McDou- 
gall (Three Rivers), McMonies, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morison (Victoria, O.), Oliver, Pa- 
quet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pinsenneault, 
Pozer, Redford, Ross (Wellington, C. R.), 
Ryan (Montreal West), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), 
Thompson (Ontario), ‘Tremblay, Wallace, 
Wells, Wood, Workman, Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.), and Young—62. 


Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brousseau, 
Brown, Burton, Cameron (Huron), Camp- 
bell, Carling, Cartier, Sir George E., Cay- 
ley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Colby, 
Costigan, Crawford (Brockville), Currier, 
Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Fortin, Gaucher, Gibbs, Grant, Gray, Gro- 
ver, Harrison, Heath, Hincks, Sir Francis, 
Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon,Jackson,Jones 
(Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Lapum, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 
Macdonald (Cornwall), Macdonald (Lu- 
nenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), Masson 
(Terrebonne) McCallum, McKeagney, Mc- 
Millan, Merritt, Morris, Morrison (Niag- 
ara) Munroe, O’Connor, Perry, Pope, Pou- 
hot, Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross 
(Champlain), Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), Ryan, 
(King’s, N. B.), Savary, Scriver, Shanly, 
Simpson, Sproat, Stephenson, Sylvain, 
Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White, 
Whitehead, Willson and Wright (Ottawa 
County)—90. 

Hon Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER’S amend- 
ment was then put. 

Mr. CASAULT moved in amendment 
that it be an instruction to the Committee 
to make the duty on coal and @oke 10 per 
cent. ad valorem. 

The motion was declared out of order. 
The orignal motion, as amended, was car- 
ried on division, and the House went into 
Committee and amended the resolutions 
according to instructions. 


The House went again into Committee 
of Ways and Means, and passed certain of 


the resolutions. 
The House adjourned at 1:35. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, April 29, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at the 
waual hour. 


After routine business, 
CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY. 


The Canada Central Railway Bill was 
read a third time and passed. 


QUEBEC AND NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY. 


The Quebec and New Brunswick Rail- 
way Bill was read a first time. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE. © 


Hon. Mr. SIMPSON presented the 
Twelfth Report of the Joint Committee on 
Printing. 


FERRIES. 


The Ferries’ Regulation Bill was read a 
third time and passed. 


REPORTS OF PROCEEDINGS. 


Hon. Mr. MACPHERSON moved the 
discharge of the order relating to the re- 
porting of the debates of Parliament. 


Some debate followed, and the general 
feeling appeared to be in favour of a full 
official report being taken and published 
next session, so that the country would 
be disabused of the impression that the 
Senate did nothing. 


The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, April 29, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at 3 
o'clock. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) called atten- 
_ tion to the non-delivery of Mr. Smith’s re- 
pert tothe members. Mr. Thibault’s re- 
port which was promised to be brought 
‘down last night, had net yet been pro- 
duced. The Montreal and Toronto papers 
had published it he understood this morn- 
ing, and he thought the Government had 
shown great delay, and should have placed 
the members on the same footing as they 
placed the public. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that it was not 
the fault of the Government; as to the 
printing such documents, they were under 
the charge of a Committee, who were re- 
sponsible for their delivery. The printers, 
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he understood, were making every exer- 
tion. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the Govern- 
ment were responsible for the publication 
and distributing of the papers brought 
down by them. Besides the matter being 
in type it could not take long to strike off 
extra copies of Mr. Smith’s report for the 
members. 

After a few further remarks the subjeet 
then dropped 


Business. 


MILEAGE. 


Mr. WALSH repeated the explanations 
he had made in the Committee of Publie 
accounts respecting his having taken the 
mileage. He had taken the mileage for 
some time, until he discovered that the 
Ministers of the Crown drew no mileage 
and looked up the statute upon the | 
subject. After that he had drawn no 
mileage, and as to what he had drawn he 
had been fully under the opinion that he 
was entitled to it. He made these expla- 
nations because he had been misrepre- 
sented in some newspapers. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had no doubt 
the explanations were correct. 


RIDEAU HALL. 


In reply to Mr. JONES (Leeds), 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that returns 
as to the statement of the expenses con- 
nected with Rideau Hall and Spencer 
Wood would be brought down to-morrow, 
and a statement of persons employed in 
the public service since the commence- 
ment of 1868, was in course of preparation. 


THE NORTH WEST. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL (Lanark)—Be- 
fore the orders of the day are put, although 
I do not see either of the two Ministers 
leading the Government present in their 
seats, I would like to ask the Government 
when the Bill in relation to the North 
West, which has been promised for the 
last two or three days, is likely to be sub- 
mitted to the House. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—Not to-day. 
Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—On what day, 
then? 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—I am afraid not tit 
Monday. 
Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—Then, Sir, I 


will just take the opportunity of making 
aremark or two on this subject. I will 
call the serious attention of the hon, gen- 
tlemen on the Treasury Benches to the 
importance of speedy action in relation to 
this matter. Sir, those who have studied 
the question at all, are well aware that if 
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an expedition is to be sent to that coun- 
try—if this Parliament or country are to 
assume the responsibility of sending a 
force of the Dominion into that country 
for the purpose of enforcing the authority 
of the Canadian Government and the 
Crown, they know, I say, that itis above all 
things important that the force should be 
on the march at the very earliest possible 
moment. Now I understand that the 
canals are open and that there is no natu- 
ral difficulty to the adoption of that course 
within aweek or two. Yet it is perfectly 
evident tomy mind that, if the Govern- 
ment have not decided upon that subject, 
if they have not determined upon the 
character of the measure to be submitted, 
or as to the amount of money they will ask 
for the expedition, and the terms on 
which it is to be organized, then I say 


North 
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hear]. Wewere promised the Bill early 
in this week, and on Tuesday night we 
were promised by the Minister of Militia, 
in the absence of the first Minister, that 
it would not certainly be later than the 
end of this week, [hear, hear]. Now, sir, 
the House adjourned last night without 
any motion haying been made to set to- 
morrow. We are therefore to presume 
that the House will not sit to-morrow. 
This, therefore, is the last sitting this 
week, and yet the Bill is not brought 
down, and no intimation has been given 
by the Government of their policy, [cheers]. 
They have not made any statements of 
the relations existing with the Imperial 
Government, [hear, hear]. I have seen 
that within the last day or two a question 
was asked in the Imperial Parliament in 
reference to it, and the answer of the Im- 


they are derelict in their duty to the coun- | perial Ministry was that they were still in 


try and the high authority of the Crown, 
in not having done so and submitted it to 
the decision of this House. We have had 
promises, I see by the newspapers, within 
the last two or three weeks, that they 
would submit their policy within a day or 
two, and on one occasion it was promised 
within a few hours; but now we were 
told that it is not to be submitted till 
Monday. The session is rapidly going on, 
and unless the Ministry are prepared to 
submit their policy immediately, I say it 
will prove altogether disastrous to the 
country, [hear], 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—I would much prefer 
that one or other of the leaders of the 
House were present to answer this ques- 
tion. I may say that the House and coun- 
try may rest assured that there has been 
no want of zeal or of industry on the part 
of the Government in dealing with this 
question ; but the House will see when the 
subject is brought before it in its entirety 
that there are various and different inter- 
ests to be consulted, and the necessity of 
‘haying perfect agreement between the 
Imperial and Dominion Governments has 
thrown a great responsibility on the Cabi- 
net ; but these have been dealt with, and 
that in. such a manner as is compatible 
with the best interests of this Dominion, 
[hear]. I would say also with regard to 
the Cabinet, that they have been from the 
first, and they are now, so far as I know, 
united upon their policy. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Of course, I can 
easily understand that the hon. gentleman 
might reasonably ask for delay in this mat- 
ter until some of his colleagues, who are 
supposed to lead the Government in this 
House, should be in their place, but, sir, 
we have asked day after day, and we have 
been promised day after day, that this 
matter should be proceeded with, [hear, 


Hon. Mr. Mc Dougail. 


communication with the Dominion Govy- 
ernment. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the matter 
was still under consideration. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Yes. Now, what I 
complain of is that this House being within 
a few days of its prorogation, this matter 
seems to be systematically delayed by the 
Government (hear, hear). I have refrained 
in consideration of the public interests 
from pushing this matter any faster than 
I have done, but nowit becomes absolutely 
necessary that we should wait no longer, 
and I now tell the hon. gentleman that 
unless we receive some definite indication 
of the policy of the Government, that I 
shall give notice to-night of a motion to 
bring it forward on Monday (hear). 


Hon. Sir. F. HINCKS—Of course, it is 
perfectly competent for the hon. gentle- 
man to give notice, but I protest against 
the assertion that there has been system- 
atic delays on the part of the Government 
(hear.) The hon. gentleman and the 
House ought to know that there is a very 
grave state of matter existing in the North 
West Territory, and he ought to know that 
itis of the greatest importance that the 
Government should ceme down with a 
measure which will give satisfaction to the 
people of the whole Dominion (hear). He 
ought to know that sending the expedi- 
tion to which he referred is a matter of 
the very greatest gravity, and also the 
circumstances under which that expedition 
may go, whether it is to be an expedition 
of peace, as I sincerely hope and trust it 
may be [cheers]. I believe that the mea- 
sure which is to be brought down here will 
give not only satisfaction to this House and 
the country but also to the people of that 
Territory fhear]. I say, sir, under these 
circumstances the Government will net be 
provoked by the taunts of hon. gentlemen 
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- opposite to act prematurely, to come down 
with a measure without giving the best 
and fullest consideration that it is in their 
power to give to this most important mat- 
ter [hear]. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—You do not keep 
your promises. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—The Government 
are not neglecting it; they are giving their 
constant attention, I may say, to this ques- 
tion day by day, and explanations have 
been goingon. Certainly, | admit that we 
have been from day to day in expectation 
that everything would be closed, and that 
we should be able to bring down and ex- 
plain our policy at an earlier moment than 
we have beenable to do, but what is a day 
or two compared with having matters ar- 
ranged in a satisfactory manner [hear]. I 
am happy to know that the members of 
the Government are one and all under the 
conviction that they will be able to bring 
down a solution of the difficulties con- 
nected with this question—that they will 
be able to come down with the full co-ope- 
ration of Her Majesty’s Imperial Govern- 
ment, and to obtain the full concurrence of 
this House and the entire country [hear]. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—The hon. gentle- 
man will admit that the Government are 
bound to fulfil their promises, and the 
time has now elapsed. The latest time 
that they asked is nowup. The Bill was 
to be brought down to-day [hear]. I do 
not intend to say anything more about 
that now, but I rise for the purpose of 
asking whether the Government intend to 
vote the House to sit to-morrow? [hear]. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS—The Government 
think that they will facilitate the business 
of the country by not asking the House to 
sit to-morrow. 


Mr. MASSON [Soulanges] thought it 
would be well for the House toadjourn for 
a fortnight or a month to give good time 
to well consider the matter [no! no!] The 
whole country was anxious about this 
North West question, and many members 
'on both sides were desirous that the Gov- 
_ernment should take time to consider it. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN repeated the ex- 
planation in French and said the Govern- 
ment had made great progress with the 
~ Bill, but did not wish to bring it down till 
it was quite complete. 


Hon, Mr. HOLTON—There was one point 
in the observation of the Finance Minister 
that struck me as very important indeed. 
He expressed the hope, on the part of the 

_Government, that they would very soon 
be enabled to bring down a measure which 
would command the approbation of this 
House and'be in accordance with the views 
and wishes of the Imperial Government. 
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The plain inference from that observation 
is that the Administration has not as yet 
come to a full understanding with the Im- 
perial Government as to the measures to 
be taken in the North West matter [hear, 
hear]. I think, sir, we are entitled to know 
whether that inference is true [hear, hear]. 
Nothing should be left to inference in so 
important a matter as this. I inferred, 
and my hon. friends near me inferred, 
from the language of the hon. gentleman 
that no absolutely final agreement had yet - 
been come to between the Government of 
the Dominion and the Imperial Govern- 
ment in reference to the North West mat- 
ter, [hear, hear]. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN—Of course, in the 
absence of the hon. gentlemen who are 
more particularly in charge of this matter, 
it isnot right for me to give an answer to 
that question; but this 1 am fully entitled 
to say, that the inferences attempted to 
be drawn from the words of my colleague, 
the Finance Minister, are utterly unwar- 
ranted and unfounded: 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Is there any dis- 
agreement? 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN—I have stated noth- 
ing to imply that. When the Billis brought 
down, the whole matter will be fully and 
satisfactorily explained. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—That may be, but 
the hon. gentleman must admit that 
Wwe are as competent to draw infer- 
ences as he is [hear], and he will not deny 
that when a member of the Administra- 
tion rises in his place and expresses the 
hope that the measure to be brought 
down will meet the approval of the Im- 
perial Government, that the inference is 
plain that no arrangement has yet been 
come to. I think that there can be no 
mistake about that. 


Hon, Sir F. HINCKS said.the hon. gen- 
tleman was confounding his two state- 
ments, one with reference to the measure 
to be brought down, and the other with re- 
gard to the expedition. It was impossible to 
communicate with the Imperial Govern- 
ment on all the little details of the Bill. 
There was not the least doubt that not the 
slightest difficulty, would be raised on the 
question of the expedition by the bnperial 
Government. (Hear). 


Hon. JOHN HILLYARD CAMERON 
thought that not a single member of the 
House wished to drive the Government 
into any premature action. He hoped 
that the Government would be able to 
bring down their policy on Monday. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU thought’ that 
there was one thing more to be deprecat- 
ed than want of forbearance in the matter, 
and that was the tending of the several 


1271 North 


[COMMONS|] 


West. 1272 


parts of the Dominion intopieces. (Hear). | discuss the propriety of an expedition te 


Until that time all the members had 
shown the greatest forbearance, and he 
hoped the Government would not be 
forced into a hasty disclosure of their views. 
He hoped the matter would be allowed to 
rest for a few days more, until the House 
would be able to assume that responsibili- 
ty which as the representatives of the 
people they were under, and be able to 
give effect to their resolutions. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said that the Finance 
Minister had very properly divided the 
subjects into two parts. With regard to 
the measure for the Government of the 
North West Territory it was announced 
inthe speech from the Throne, and for 
two and a-half months the Opposition had 
been anxious to hear the terms of that 
measure. He did not think it could be 
said that they were unduly pressing 
the Government at that moment. If the 
Government told them that they wanted a 
week they would not have pressed them 
for that week; but from day to day they 
were told that it would be ready, and 
three days ago they were informed that it 
was butaquestion of hours. (Hear). He 
thought that it was not unreasonable to 
show alittle anxiety on the point at that 
late period of the session. But there was 
another measure about which he was more 
anxious, and that wasthe expedition. 
If the Government were making prepara- 
tions, and they read of it in every news- 
paper throughout the land, he thought 
they had a stated policy as to that expedi- 
tion, and the Government were not justi- 
fied in withholding from the House the 
terms and conditions of the expedition. 
He had no wish to press them for their 
policy on matters in which they were not 
acting; but it had been admitted that 
action had been taken in this matter of an 
expeditien. The Government were not 
justified in adopting any measure for an 
expedition without letting the House know 
what its policy was and taking the opinions 
of the representatives of the people upon 
it. He hoped the Gevernment would 
feel the necessity of satisfying the just 
expectations not only of the representa- 
tives but of the whole people of the Do- 
minion upon both points. (Hear). He 
had not the least wish to press the Govern- 
ment for a hasty decision on one point; 
but with regard to the other, which they 
seemed to have decided upon, the House 
had a right to information. 

Mr. DUFRESNE said he was opposed to 
a military expedition to the North West, 
and to the heavy expenses that might be 
incurred to acquire that Territory by force 
of arms. 

Mr. GIBBS rose to a question of order 


}amount due to creditors. 


the North West 
The matter then dropped. 


SUPERANNUATION BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Superannuation 
Bill. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON raised a point of 
order. One clause of the Bill provided 
for the appropriation of money from the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund. The mes- 
sage should have been received from His 
Excellency, recommending the same. 


After some discussion, the Bill was al- 
lowed to stand over. 


BANK OF UPPER CANADA. 


_ Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Bill to vest the pro- 
perty of the Bank of Upper Canada in the 
Government. 

Hon. Mr. DORION thought the princi- 
ple of the proposition was a dangerous 
one. He [Hon. Mr. Dorion] believed that 
the number of Trustees should be reduced 
to one in whom the trust should be vested 
who should be authorized to sell the real 
estate of tne Bank for what it would bring. 
The Government had enough to manage 


, without attending to private estate. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that if something 
was not speedily done the property of the 
Bank would be swallowed up by the Trus- 
tees, who were conducting the matter 
very slowly. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the Gov- 
ernment was a creditor to the amount of 
one million dollars. There were unsecured. 
creditors to the extent of three hundred 
thousand dollars. ‘The Government would 
take care that the affairs were wound up 
as rapidly as possible, and if they did not 
do so they would be responsible to Parlia- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said he objected to 
the Government mixing themselves up 
with a private estate simply because they 
were creditors, for he held that all credi- 
tors should be placed on an equal foot- 
ing. 

Hon. Mr. ABBOTT said if the estate fell 
into the hands of the Crown, and were te 
be administered by an officer of the Goy- 
ernment, there would be no personagainst 
whom any proceedings could be taken; 
and no tribunal before which could be tri- 
ed questions that had reference to the 
Under those 
circumstances, he would earnestly advise 
that the Government should pay some at- 
tention to the working of double liability 


The House was not now called upon to| in winding up the affairs of the Bank. 


Hon. Mr. Chauveau. 
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Mr. HARRISON said it would be unfair 
to interfere with the rights of people who 
had no intimation that anything like dou- 
ble liability would be introduced. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that the 
plan proposed of appointing one Trustee, 
would, no doubt, reduce the cost now in- 
curred by three Trustees, but it would be 
open to the same objections as to mis- 
mangement, &c. He [Hon. Mr, McDou- 
gall] thought it would be better to dispose 
of the whole establishment to some per- 
son or company who might purchase it as 
a speculation. 


Mr. McCONKEY said that the Bill would 
be most acceptable. In his portion of the 
country, Trustees had neglected their duty 
by disposing of real estate at rates much 
below its value. 


_ Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that no 
one would be appeinted to wind up the 
affairs of the Bank. The Government 
would exercise its supervision without any 
expense, although it might be necessary 
to employ some sort of professional assis- 
tance. 


After some discussion, the Bill was read 
a second time. 


COLLECTION OF REVENUE. 


The Bill toamend the Act respecting 
the collection and management of the 
revenue, the auditing of public accounts, 
and the liability of public accountants, 
was, after some remarks, read a second 
time. 


FERRIES. 


The Bill respecting Ferries was received 
from the Senate and the Bill as amended 
was read a first time. 


It being six o’clock the House rose. 


AFTER RECESS. 
THIRD READINGS. 


The following Bills were read a second 
time, passed through Committee, and read 
a third time : 

Bill to amend and extend the Act 
to provide means for improving harbours 
and channels at certain Ports. 


Bill to make provisions for discipline 
on board of Canadian Government Ves- 
sels. 


Bill respecting security to be given by 
officers of Canada. 
Bill to amend the Act for the better 


preservation of the peace in the vicinity 
of Public Works. 
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WAYS AND MEANS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved con- 
currence in the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 


Mr. ROSS (Prince Edward) moved in 
amendment to the effect, that the fisher- 
men of Ontario should have the same pri- 
vilege as those of Nova Scotia, in regard to 
salt used for curing fish. He said that 
there were 1,500 fishermen in his own 
county who used salt, and who had to pay 
one dollar and fifty cents a barrel for their 
salt, while the Nova Scotians only paid 
40 cents. He did not see why the Lower . 
Provinces should have ali the favours. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
he could not agree to this proposition. 
The object of the salt tariffwas to exelude 
American monopolists, who were desirous 
of obtaining possession of our salt wells, 
and then they would charge exorbitant 
rates for salt. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he commiserated 
the hon. gentleman who had to get up 
and defend every proposition in his tariff, 
however unpleasant, with his own know- 
ledge of what was right. He had made 
his argument against American salt, but 
the question now at issue was whether 
duty should be put on salt used by fisher- 
men in one part of the Dominion, while 
it was not paid by fishermen in another 
part. There were very extensive fisheries 
on our Lakes and a much larger sum was 


received from them than from the coast 


fisheries. The proposal was one of mere 
political expediency, and the hon. gen- 
tleman would not escape from the plain 
question by talking about what he was 
pleased to call certain monopolies in the 
United States. The hon. Minister seemed 
to think that it would be anational calanai- 
ty for people, especially fishermen, to get 
salt cheap. He appealed to hon gentle- 
men interested in coast fisheries to vote 
down the proposal of the Government in 
common fairness to the other fisheries. 
It was needless to discuss the preposition 
further, for its gross unfairness was clear. 
He was amazed that the hon. gentleman 
should consent toa system of discriminat- 
ing duties not only against England, but 
against one portion of our fishermen and 
in favour of another. (Hear). 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the Finance 
Minister seemed to have a great dread of 
the giant salt monopolies of the United 
States. It was generally supposed that 
monopolies made commodities dearer; but 
the Finance Minister dreaded that Ameri- 
can monopolies would make salt cheaper. 
(Hear). 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said that the salt 
fields of Ontario covered an area of fifty 
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miles, and there was no company of 
monopolists in the world who could buy 
out the business. Besides this, there 
were lots of British salt that could be em- 


Ways and 


ployed. It was absurd to talk ofa salt 
monopoly. 
Hon. Mr. TILLEY alluded to. the mon- 


oply that took place in petroleum some 
years ago. If Lake fishermen could not 
get their salt cheap enough, why did they 
not g ot British salt from Montreal? Ex- 
perience had shown that when special ex- 
ceptions were made on any articles that it 
was imported under the pretence of 
being for the use of the whole country. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he could inform 
the Finance Minister that the largest salt 
mining interest in the United States 
was now in Michigan and entered into 
keen competition with the salt mines at 
Onondaga. 


Mr. ROSS said he could inferm the 
Hon. Mr. Tilley that English salt would 
not salt the white fish caught in the lakes. 
It was too strong, (laughter). 


Mr. CAMERON’ (Huron) appealed to 
Mr. Ross, as a supporter of the policy of 
the Goy ernment, to withdraw his motion, 
(hear). 


Mr. ROSS said he would test the sense 
of the House on this matter. 


Mr. CAMERON (Huron) defended the 
proposal of the Government. The State 
ought to aid the salt manufacturers in 
this country as they were aided in the 
State of New York. The duty on salt 
in the United States was absolutely pro- 
hibitory. Proposals had been made by 
the American mopololists to purchase the 
Canadian salt works They ought not to 
protect fishermen on the lakes and put 
the tax on the farmers who brought large 
quantities of salt for manure. , He pre- 
dicted that there would be no increase in 
the price of salt. They wanted this pro- 
tection for the purpose of controlling the 
Canadian markets, (laughter). Previously 
they had been unable to supply the 
home market, but immediately on the 
present tariff being introduced, new 
works had been commenedand the salt 
manufacturers would now be able to sup- 
ply all its requirements. 


Mr. HARRISON said that the amend- 
ment conceded the  virtueof. the 
policy but asked for an explanation. But 
if theyallow the manufacture to be ex- 
empt they could not give it to another, 
and, in that case, what became of the 
duty? He understood the American salt 
was not used by the Gulf fisheries and, 
therefore, the argument used by Mr. 
Ross fell to the ground. 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 
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Mr. YOUNG said that for the benefit 
of twenty people that article was to be 
enhanced in price to the whole country. 
He ridiculed the idea of the monopoly in 
the States being able to crush out the 
Canadian manufacturers. He did not 
consider the fact that American salt was 
sold cheap in Goderich was a calamity, for 
it was necessary that Americans should sell 
their salt cheaper in the locality of op- 
position salt works. He believed that 
salt works were profitable, from the 
statements that he had heard from persons 
engaged in the manufacture. With re- 
gard to American monopolists buying up 
the present wells, the proposed duty 
would increase the price, and make the 
proprietors anxious to sell, and there were 
plenty of persons to start fresh works on 
the unlimited territories where salt manu- 
factures could be started. If {the duty 
would not raise the price of salt of what 
value was it? He supported the amend- 
ment, because it was uufair to place the 
Gulf fishermen in a better position than 
the Lake fishermen. When they complain- 
ed of American monopoly, they should 
not attempt to build up another monopo- 


ly. 


Mr. BROWN could not see why the 
Government should impose on the lake 
fishernmen a burden they did not impose 
on those of the Maritime Provinces. He 
would wish thatthe mover should with- 
draw his motion rather than that its pass- 
ing should go against native industry ; but 
he was convinced that this would not 
prove tobe the case. 


A division was then taken on the amend- 
ment, Yeas,48; Nays, 86. 


Béchard,  Bodwell, 
Brown, Carmichael, 
Cartwright, Cheval, Connell, Dorion, 
Forbes, Fortier, Sir A. T. Galt, Godin, 
Holton, Hutchinson, Joly, Jones (Leeds), 
Kempt, Kierskowski, MacFarlane, Mac- 
kenzie, McConkey, McDougall (Renfrew), 
McDougall (Three Rivers), MceMonies, 
McGreevy, Metcalf, Mills, Morison 
(Victoria), Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Red- 
ie Ross (Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, 

N. 8), Ross (Wellington), Ryan (Montre- 
al West), Rymal, Snider, Stirton, “Thomp- 
son (Ontario), Wells, Wood, Workman, 
Young—4s. 


YEAS —Anglin, 
Bolton, Bowman, 


Nays—Archambeault, Archibald, Ault, 
Beaty, Beaubien, _ Bellerose, Beniot, 
Bertrand. Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brous- 


seau, Burton, Caldwell, Cameron (Huron), 
Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Carling, Caron, 
Cartier, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauy eau, Cimon, Costigan, Currier, 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
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Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Grant, 
Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, Hincks 
(Sir Francis), Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
Irvine,Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lawson, Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Cornwall), 
McDonald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Mid- 
dlessex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCallum, McKeagney, 
McMillen, Meritt, Morris _O’Conner, 
Olliver, Perry, Pope, Pouliot, Read, 
Renaud, Ross (Champlain), Scatcherd, 
Shanly, Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain, 
(Haldimand), Tilley, Tremblay, Tupper, 
‘Thompson, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, White- 
head, Wilson, Wright (Ottawa County), 
—8d. 

Mr. McCONKEY moved that the duty 
on salt be struck out. He said that no 
petitions had been sent from his consti- 
tuency for this tax, although a number of 
petitions had been forwarded to be signed. 
The subject had been brought up at the 
County Ceuncil, but they declined to take 
action on it. He opposed the duty as 
adverse to the interests of the country for 
the benefit of the member for Huron and 
his friends. He also opposed the duty on rice. 
an article consumed by every family in the 
Dominion, and which did not need protec- 
tion if the object was the promotion of 
native industry. He regretted that such 
taxes should be laid on the necessaries of 
life for the poor settler, while the Depart- 
ments were swarming with officials. 
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Lost—Yeas, 52; nays, 82; majority, 30. 


Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Béchard, Bodwell, 
Bourassa, Bowman, Brown, Carmichael, 
Cartwright, Casault, Cheval, Connell, Cou- 
pal, Dorion, Forbes, Fortier, Galt Sir A. T., 
Godin, Holton, Hutchinson, Joly, Jones 
(Leeds), Kempt, Kierskowski, MacFarlane, 
Mackenzie, McConkey, McDougall, (Ren- 
frew), McDougall (Three Rivers), Mc.- 
Greevy, McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Mori- 
son (Victoria O.), Paquet, Pelletier, Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Wellington, C. R.), 
Ryan (Montreal West), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Snider, Stirton, Thompson (Ontario), Wells 
White, Wood, Workman, Wright [York, 
Ont., W Rj, Young,—52. 


Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Burpee, 
Burton, Cameron (Huron), Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier Sir G. E., Cayley, 
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Costigan, 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Fortier, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Grant, Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, 
Vlincks Sir F., Holmes, Howe, Huot, 
Yurdon, Irvine, lLacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, LeVesconte, Macdonald, 
(Cornwall), McDonald, (Lunenburg) Mc- 
Donald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), 
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| Masson (Terrebonne), McCallum, Me- 
|Keagney, McMillen, Merritt, Morris, 


Munroe, O’Conner, Olliver, Perry, Pope, 
Pouliot, Read, Renaud, Ross (Champlain), 
Ross (Dundas), Ross (Victoria, N. §8.), 
Shanly, Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain, 
Thompson (Haldimand), Tilley, Tremblay, 
Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, Whit- 
head, Wilson, Wright (Ottawa),—82. 

Hon. Mr. DORION moved that flour, 
meal, wheat, coal and coke be re-added to 
the free list. He desired to see how many 
would vote for the proposals of the Gov- 
ernment, in opposition to the wishes of 
their constituents. He at first supposed 
he would have to speak chiefiy of the Pro- 
vinces of Quebec and New Brunswick, but 
he found by telegram that the same feel- 
ing of indignation existed in Nova Scotia. 
The letters and information reaching from 
all quarters showed how much the people 
were opposed to the tariff. 


Mr. McDONALD [Lunenburg] said that 
the authority from which Hon. Mr. Dorion 
had quoted was a young man in Halifax, 
who was an avowed annexationist. When 
the resolutions relating to the tariff were 
passed by the Provincial Legislature there 
were only ten members in the Chamber, 
and these were avowed annexationists. 
Every sensible man in Nova Scotia would 
accept the tariff cheerfully. 

Mr. CARMICHAEL denied this state- 
ment. ‘There were only a few counties in 
Nova Scotia interested in coal, whereas 
every person was materially interested in 
the tax on flour. It would be borne out 
by future events, that the people were 
not satisfied with this policy, which was ® 
retaliatory one, and which would perhaps 
lead to the imposition by the United States 
of additional mmport duties which would 
do us incalculable injury. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD replied to the speech of 
the Hon. Dr. Tupper last night, taking up 
the charge of inconstancy preferred by that 
gentleman. He said that no inference 
could be drawn from any previous remarks 
of his, that he had supported the protec- 
tive policy. He argued that any duty on 
coal would have to be paid in Ontario on 
American coal, which must be imported 
under any circumstances. He ridiculed 
the idea that the small tariffs imposed by 
the proposed tariff, and the exclusion of 
their fishermen from our fishery grounds 
should bring the people of the United States 
to ask us to renew the Reciprocity Treaty. 
This was a most absurd idea to come from 
the lips ofa statesman like the hon. mem- 
ber for Cumberland, upon whom, as he no 
doubt imagined, the eyes of all nations 
were just now centred. He (Hon. Mr. 
Wood) did not believe that the Recipro- 
city Treaty would ever be renewed, at 
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least not for a long time. It was well 
known that the Government had already 
gone to all sorts of extremes to obtain it, 
but in vain. 


Mr. WORKMAN said that for the last few 
days the feeling on this question in Mon- 
treal and Quebec, and throughout the 
whole Province, had been very keen, and 
. the people felt that an outrage had been 
committed by taxes being laid on the ne- 
cessaries of life ostensibly to propitiate 
Nova Scotia. They were tired of this talk 
of propitiation and would no longer suffer 
the policy founded on it. Since this ques- 
tion came up he had been humiliated by 
the conduct of certain gentlemen who in 
the forenoon had come to him to express 
their gratification at his action respecting 
the conduct of the Government, and their 
disgust at the course of the ministry, which 
they intended to oppose. Yet ten hours 
afterwards, they had voted in am opposite 
way. If these gentlemen chose to sacri- 
fice their conviction of right to the spirit 
of party, then he thought the coun- 
try was in danger. So long as they could 
not see past the silver half dollar held 
up before them, then he thought the 
country was in danger. He entreated the 
members to consider the proposals of 
the Finance Minister, and not to sup- 
port them. When the Cabinet gave 
intimation of the change they proposed, 
it met with general approval, yet because 
two or three members threatened to op- 
pose it, were the opinions ofall the other 
members of the House to be rejected who 
did not choose to tax the food and fuel of 
the poor and needy. He _ entreated 
the House to consider well the vote now 
to be given, for the country was looking on 
them with anxiety as to the result. 


Mr. MAGILL denied the statement 
made by the hon. member for Cumberland, 
that he was inconsistent. He [Mr. Ma- 
gill] had been calling for fair protection, 
but not partial protection. If he had 
been screaming for protection, the hon. 
member had been bellowing for position, 
The tax upon coal was most cruel to the 
poor people of the cities of the West and 
would be of no benefit to Nova Scotia, as it 
would not cause its coal to be purchased 
in Ontario. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER nailed the hon. mem- 
ber by reading a report of his speech on 
the 7th March, during the debate on Mr. 
Oliyer’s motion in favour of duties on coal, 
flour, wheat, &c., and sacrificed himas one 
who had demanded protection as necessary 
to the best interests of the country, and 
yet who, the moment he saw achance of 
gaining a party advantage voted against the 
Government that proposed the policy 
whereby he and others had entrapped 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 
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them into adopting. He warmly denounced 
such conduct as inconsistent and disgrace- 
ful, and wondered how the hon. gentle- 
man could have assurance, (hear, hear), 
after his former speeches to stand up and 
express himself as he had done. (Cheers). 
He (Dr. Tupper) then went on to criticise 
the position of the member for North 
Brant (Mr. Wood), asking whether the 
hon. gentleman had not himself revised 
the report of his speech that had appeared 
in the Hansard and in which he had ex- 
pressed himselfin favour ofprotecting Cana- 
dianinterests. (Hear, hear).. Toconfirm the 
accuracy of that report he quoted the re- 
port that had been published in the Toron- 
to Globe, which stated distinctly that he 
(Mr. Wood) had supported the protective 
views expressed in the course of the de- 
bate on Mr. Oliver’s motion. He conclud- 
ed by advocating again with great vigour 
the adoption of the policy proposed by 
the Government, both for the defence of 
our own interests and as the best means 
of obtaining from the United States the re- 
newal of relations with them upon an 
equitable footing. In pressing this point, 
he said it was not for commercial reasons 
purely that the United States had abrogat- 
ed the treaty and declined to renew it, 
but because the statesmen of that country 
had been led to believe, by persons in 
whom they had confidence, that if they 
refused it, Canada would speedily be com- 
pelled to enter their Union. 

Mr. MACKENZIE referred to the per- 
sonal attacks of Dr. Tupper, and said that 
the terms used by him [Mr. Mackenzie], 
degrading and humiliating as applied to 
the hon. gentleman opposite, were nething 
when compared with a statement of the 
hon. gentlemen, who had characterized 
the hon. members allying themselves with 
me, as not scrupling to avow their readi- 
ness to sacrifice the interest of the coun- 
try to their party, [hear]. He had as- 
cribed to him a desire to injure Nova Scotia, 
in spite of his assertions that he was mis- 
taken, and that he had voted for a consid- 
eration of the grievances of Nova Scotia in 
that House. The hon. gentleman had de- 
nied that a resolution against this tariff, 
referred to, had been carried; but he 
found on looking at the Journals that the 
resolutions were against the imposition of 
duties on flour and wheat, salt and iron, or 
for an increase of ad valorem duties on 
manufactured goods from 15 to 20 per 
cent. The hon. member read the Resolu- 
tions, which set forth in strong terms a 
direct antagonistic view against the policy 
now proposed. ‘The resolutions appeared 
to have been carried unanimously by the 
twenty members who were in the House 
at the time. The single member's signa- 
ture to a petition in favour of the policy 
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presented by Dr. Tupper, showed that an 
attempt had been made to obtain such 
signatures, and proved more clearly that 
the resolutions offered expressed the opin- 
ion of the Local House. It showed that 
only the 38th portion of the Legislature 
was in favour of this policy [laughter], 
and if similar resolutions were not carried 
in the Upper House, it was also true that 
the Government did not dare to submit 
resolutions of a contrary character, [hear, 
hear]. With regard to the statement of 
the member for 
Globe's Halifax correspondent, there was 
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no more unscrupulous correspondent of 


a newspaper than the Ottawa one of the 
Halifax Citizen, Mr. McDonald’s paper ; 
andif the hon. gentleman was not more 
successful in describing a correspondent 
than he was in obtaining a good one, not 
much reliance could be placed on the 
statement he had made. He could ima- 


gine nothing more natural than that the 
people of Halifax should, as was said by: 


the correspondent of the Globe, utter a 
most indignant protest against the taxa- 
tion imposed by the Government. He had 
lived 25 years on the border of the 
United States, had mixed with their com- 
mercial men, and knew the people better 


than Dr. Tupper, and he could tell that. 


gentleman that they would never have got 
the old tariff for commercial reasons. It 
was for political reasons they obtained it 
for Southern members of Congress. They 
were told that if the treaty were granted 
it would prevent Canada from falling into 
the American Union, and he would now 
say his impression was, that until the peo- 
ple of the United States changed their 
commercial policy and tactics, and gave 
up the system by which they sought to 
enrich themselves as the people of Canada 
were foolishly asked to do in taxing one 
another for each other's benefit, [hear]. 
He would say that until the present sys- 
tem in the United States was abrogated, 
they would not obtain any system of Reci- 

procity. The member for Cumberland had 
charged the opponents of the tariff with 
want of patriotism, but the patriotism of 
these gentlemen was not like that of the 
member for Cumberland, who was only 
patriotic when it served self-interest and a 
present purpose, [hear]. The patriotism 
of those who opposed this measure was of 
that kind that it would not injure a single 
interest and would introduce a policy that 
would result in permanent advantage to 
the country—unlike the miserable system 
brought forward by the Government, only 
to secure a majority of the votes and keep 
Ministers in their seats. There was no 
sane man inside or outside this House who 
could prove that the system of the Gov. 

ernment would at all beneficially affect 
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their trade relations with the United 
States. The question now before the 
House was whether the House should im- 
pose on New Brunswick, Quebec and On- 
tario a tax of fifty cents on the coal they 
used, whether it would tax their machinery 
driven by steam power, their ironmongers 
and foundries, and the poor of their cities, 
where coal was cheaper than wood. The 
question was whether the House should 
impose all this taxation and cause all this 
injury for the benefit of a few sections and 
not the whole of Nova Scotia. He had 
voted against taxing flour going to the 
Maritime Provinces, and as he believed 
the present policy was a false one, he 
should vote for the amendment with the 
greatest possible pleasure, believing that 
if carried, it would result in the ultimate 
good as well of Nova Scotia as of the other 
Provinces of the Dominion, [applause]. 


Mr. BOWELL thought the speeches and 
votes of those who had just urged Govern- 
ment to adopt a protective policy and then 
voted against, fully justified the attack 
made on them by the member for Cum- 
berland. 


The division was then taken on Hon. 
Mr. Dorion’s amendment and resulted as 
follows. Yeas 62; nays 80. 


Yeras—Messrs. Anglin, Béchard, Benoit, 
Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Brousseau, Bur- 
pee, Carmichael, Caron, Casault, Cheval, 
Connell, Coupal, Dorion, Dufresne, Forbes, 
Fortier, Gaudet, Gendron, Godin, Holton, 
Hutchison, Irvine, Joly, Kempt, Kierz- 
kowski, Langlois, Mackarlane, Mackenzie, 
Magill, Masson [Soulanges], Masson [Terre- 
bonne], McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], 
McDougall [Renfrew], McDougall [Three 
Rivers], McGreevy, McMonies, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morrison [Victoria, O.], Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross (Wellington, C. R.], Ryan 
[Montreal West], Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, Wood, Workman, Wright 
[ York, Ontario, NY? R.] and Young. —62. 


Weare Archambeault, Archibald, 
Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Ber- 
trand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, 


Burton, Cameron [Huron], Campbell, Car- 
ling, Cartier, Sir George E., Cayley, Cham- 
berlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, 
Crawford. [Brockville], Currier, 


Dobbie, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Grant, 
Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, Hincks, 
Sir Francis, Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
Jones [Leeds and Grenville], Keeler, La- 
certe, Langevin, Lawson, LeVesconte, 
Macdonald “TCor nwall], McDonald [Lunen- 
burg], McDonald [Middlesex], McCallum, 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, O'Connor, 
Oliver, Perry, Pope, Ray, Read, Renaud, 
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Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [Dun- 
das], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross [Victo- 
ria, N. S.J, Ryan [Kings’s, N. B.], Shanly, 
Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, Tup- 
per, Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead, 
“Wilson and Wright [Ottawa County].—80. 

Mr. THOMPSON [Haldimand] moved to 
strike out the duty on rice. The amend- 
ment was lost. Yeas 63, Nays 76. 

Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Béchard, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bowman, Brown, Burpee, 
Carmichael, Caron, Cheval, Connell, Cou- 
pal, Dorion, Dufresne, Forbes, Fortier, 
Gaudet, Godin, Holton, Hutchison, Joly, 
Jones [Leeds and Grenville], Kempt, 
Kierzkowski, MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Ma- 
gill, Masson [Soulanges], McCallum, Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall [Renfrew], McGreevy, 
McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison [Vic- 
toria O], Munroe, Oliver, Paquet, Velle- 
tier, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Red- 
ford, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], 
Ross [ Victoria, N. 8.], Ross [Wellington C. 
R.], Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, Scatch- 
erd, Snider, Stirton, Thompson [Haldi- 
mand], Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wells, White, Whitehead, Wood, 
Wright [ York, Ontario, W. R.], and Young 
—63. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, 
Brousseau, Burton, Cameron [Huron], 
Campbell, Carling, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, 
Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford [Brock- 
ville], Dobbie, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gendron, Grant, Gray, Grover, 
Harrison, Heath, Hincks, Sir Francis, 
Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, 
Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Law- 
son, Macdonald [Cornwall], McDonald [Lu- 
nenburg], McDonald [Middlesex], Masson 
fferrebonne], McDougall [Lanark], Mce- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, Mc- 
Millan, Merritt, Morris, Morrison [Niagara], 
O’Connor, Perry, Pope, Read, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ryan 
(King’s, N. B.], Shanly, Simard, Stephen- 
son, Sylvain, Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, 
Willson and Wright [Ottawa County ]—76. 

Mr. CASAULT moved that instead of 
fifty centsaton on coal, there be imposed 
an ad valorem duty of seven and a half per 
cent., provided such duty do not in any 
ease exceed fifty cents per ton. The 
amendment was declared lost on division. 


Mr. CASAULT moved that coal and coke 
be allowed to enter from Great Britain 
free.—Lost: yeas, 37; nays, 90. 

Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard Belle- 
rose, Benoit, Bertrand, Blanchet, Brous- 
seau, Caron, Casault, Chauveau, Cheval, 
Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Dufresne, Fortier, 
Gaudet, Gendron, Godin, Hutchison, 


Mr. Bowell. 
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Joly, Kierzkowski, Lacerte, Langlois, Mac- 
Farlane, Masson [Soulanges], McDougall 
(Three Rivers], McGreevy, Paquet, Pelle- 
tier, Pinsonneault, Pozer, Redford, Ross 
[Champlain], Ryan [Montreal West], Scat- 
cherd and ‘Tremblay.—37. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brown, Burpee, 
Campbell, Carling,Cartier, Sir G. E., Cayley, 
Chamberlin, Cimon, Colby, Connell, Costi- 
gan, Crawford [Brockville], Dobbie, Dun- 
kin, Ferguson, Forbes, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, Hincks, 
Sir Francis, Holmes, Holton, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, Lan- 
gevin, Lawson, Macdonald [Cornwall], 
McDonald fLunenburg], McDonald [Mid- 
dlesex], Mackenzie, Magill, McCallum, 
Mills, Morris, Morison [Victoria, O.], 
Morrison [Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, 
Oliver, Perry, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Read, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Dundas], Ross 
[Prince Edward], Ross [Victoria, N. 8.], 
Ross [Wellington, C. R.], Shanly, Simard, 
Snider,Stephenson, Stirton,Sylvain, Thomp- 
son [Haldimand], Thompson [Ontario], 
Tilley, Tupper, Wallace, Walsh, Webb, 
Wells, White, Whitehead, Willson, Wood, 
Wright [ York, Ontario, W. R.] and Young. 
— 95, 

Mr. BOLTON moved to place Indian 
corn when used for purposes other than 
distilling, on the free list. He said that 
large quantities of the article were used 
in this Province, the tax on which would 
come upon the poor. 


Mr. MACKENZIE called on the mem. 
bers to support this amendment. Indian 
corn was largely imported into Ontario for 
other than distillery purposes. 


Mr. STEPHENSON said that if the duty 
were increased instead of knocked off it 
would suit his constituency better. The 
Upper Province produced quite enough 
corn to supply Nova Scotia. 

The amendment was lost. 
nays, 73. 

Yras—Messrs. Anglin, Bechard, Bod- 
well, Bolton, Bowman, Brousseau, Bur- 
pee, Carmichael, Caron, Cheval, Connell, 
Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Dufresne, Forbes, - 
Fortier, Gaudet, Godin, Holton, Hutchin- 
son, Kempt, Kierzkowski, MacFarlane, 
Mackenzie, Masson [Soulanges], McCon- 
key, McDougall [Lanark], McDougall [Ren- 
frew], McDougall [Three Rivers], Metcalfe, 
Mills, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Ray, Red- 
ford, Ross [Victoria, N. 8.], Ross [Welling- 
ton, C. R.], Ryan [Montreal West], Scat- 
cherd, Snider, Stirton, Thompson [Haldi- 
mand], Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Wallace, Wood, Wright [York, Ontario, 
W. R.J] and Young.—50. 
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Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bowell, Bown, Brown, 
Campbell, Carling, Cartier, Sir George 
E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau- 
veau, Cimon, Costigan, Crawford [Brock- 
ville], Dobbie, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gendron, Grant, Gray, Harrison, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lang- 
lios, Lawson, McDonald [Middlesex], Mas- 
son [Terrebonne], McCallum, McGreevy, 
McKeagney, Merritt, Morris, Morrison 
[Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, Oliver, Per-y, 
Pope, Pouliot, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross [Champlain], Ross [Dundas], Ross 
[Prince Edward], Ryan [King’s, N. B.], 
Shanly, Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, 
Tupper, Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead 
and Willson.—73. 


Mr. McCONKEY moved to strike out 
the duty on packages. Yeas, 56; nays, 
67. : 


Yeas—Messrs. Anglin, Ault, Béchard, 
Bodwell. Bolton, Bowell, Bowman, Carmi- 
chael, Cheval, Coupal, Currier, Dorion, 
Forbes, Fortier, Godin, Grant, Holton, 
Hurdon, Hutchison, Joly, Kempt, Kierz- 
kowski, MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McCallum, McConkey, McDougall fLa- 
nark], McDougall [Renfrew], McDougall 
[Three Rivers], McGreevy, Metcalfe, Mills, 
Morison [Victoria, O.], Munroe, Oliver, 
Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Ray, Redford, 
Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
fVictoria, N. S.], Ross [Wellington, C. R.], 
Ryan (Montreal West), Snider, Stirton, 
Thompson (Haldimand), ‘Thompson 
(Ontario), Wallace, Wells, White, Wood, 
Wright (York, Ontario), and Young.—56. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Bertrand, Blanchet, Bown, Brousseau, 
Campbell, Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, 
Cimon, Colby, Costigan, Crawford (Brock- 
ville), Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fergu- 
son, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 


Gray, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holmes, Howe, | 


Huot, Jackson, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, 
. Langlois, Lawson, McDonald (Middlesex), 
Masson (Soulangeés), Masson (Terrebonne), 
McKeagney, Merritt, Morris, Morrison 
(Niagara), O’Connor, Perry, Pope, Pouliot, 
Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), 
Ryan (King’s, N. B.), Scatcherd, Snanly, 
‘Simard, Stephenson, Sylvain, Tilley, 
Tremblay, Tupper, Walsh, Webb, and 
Willson.—67. 


Mr. OLIVER moved to reduce the ex- |. 


cise duty on tobacco one cent a pound, and 


to reduce the duty on cigars from thirty’ 


to twenty-five cents a pound. Lost on 
division. 
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The Resolutions were then severally 
carried on division till the 13th, on 
which 


Mr. GODIN moved in amendment that 
Canadian grown raw tobacco be allowed to 
be sold without*excise duty. Lost: Yeas, 
42; nays, 77. 

YrEAsS—Messrs. Bechard, Benoit, Ber- 
trand, Brousseau, Caron, Cayley, Cheval, 
Cimon, Coupal, Dorion, Dufresne, Fortier, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Godin, Holton, 
Hurdon, Hutchison, Joly, Kierzkowski, 
Lacerte, Langlois, Masson [Soulanges], Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], Mills, Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pouliot, Pozer, Redford, Ross 
[Champlain], Ross [Wellington, C. R.], 
Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Stephenson, Sylvain, Thompson [Ontario], 
Tremblay, Webb and Wright [Ottawa 
County ].—42. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Bellerose, Blanchet, 
Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brown, Campbell, 
Carling, Carmichael, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Colby, 
Costigan, Crawford [Brockville], Dobbie, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Forbes, Fortin, Gray, 
Grover, Harrison, Hincks, Sir Francis, 
Howe, Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, Langevin, 
Lawson, McDonald [Middlesex], Macken- 
zie, Magill, McCallum, McConkey, McDou- 
gall [Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], Mc- 
Greevy, McKeagney, Merritt, Metcalfe, 
Morris, Morison [Victoria, O.], Morrison 
[Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, — Oliver, 
Perry, Pope, Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], 
Ryan [King’s, N. B.], Shanly, Simard, Sni- 
der, Stirton, Thompson [Haldimand], 
Tilley, Tupper, Walsh, Wells, White, 
Whitehead, Willson, Wood, Wright [York, 
Ontario, W. R.j, and Young.—77. 

The remaining resolutions were then 
carried. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS then intro- 
duced a Bill founded thereon, which was 
read a first time. The second reading for 
Tuesday. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
discharge of the order for the second reacl- 
ing of the Superannuation Bill, the Speaker 
being of opinion that the proceedings 
should begin de novo. 

The House adjourned at 2:45. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 2, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 
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COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


tee Mr. TILLEY in the absence of the 
lon. Sir Francis Hincks, presented the 
Bisvantt report of the, «Committee on 
Public accounts, containing the following 
resolution adopted by the Committee : 
That as 1t appears there are great irregu- 
larities in the return of mileage, in some 
eases amounting to a difference of 100 
miles with the. members residing in the 
same place, the attention of both Houses 
is drawn to this fact with a view to con- 
necting the distances, so that the actual 
distances travelled shall be paid and no 
more. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN bee, the re- 
turns to various addresses adopted by the 
House. 


Province of 


PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I 
rise, sir, with the consent of the House, to 
submit the result of our deliberations: for 
the framing of a constitution for the coun- 
try heretofore known as Rupert’s Land 
and the North West Territory. In moving 
for leave to introduce this Bill, of which I 
have given notice, I may pr emise by stat- 
ing that there has been a discussion going 
on as to whether we should have a 
Territory or a Province. The answer we 
made on behalf of the Canadian Government 
was that sucha thing as a Territory was 
not known to the Br itish colonial system, 
that the expression was not recognized, 
that the expression'’was Colony or Province, 
and that we thought it would be better 
to adhere to the old and well known form 
of expression—well known to us 
as Colonists of the Empire—and 
not bring a new description into our 
statute book. It was not, of course, a 
matter of any serious importance whether 
the country was called a Province ora Ter- 
ritory. We have Provinces of all sizes, 
shapes and constitutions; there are very 
few Colonies with precisely the same con- 
stitution in all particulars, so that there 
could not be anything determined by the 
use of the word. Then the next question 
discussed was the name of the Province. 
it was thought that was a matter of taste 
and should be considered with reference 
to euphony and with reference also as 
_much as possible to the remembrance of 
the original inhabitants of that vast 
country. Fortunately the Indian 
languages of that section of the country 
give us a choice of euphonious names and 
it Is considered proper that the Province 
which is to be organized, shall be called 
Manitoba. The name _ Assiniboia, by 
which it has hitherto been called, is con- 
sidered to be rather too long, involving 
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confusion, too, between the river <Assin1- 
boine and the Province Assiniboia. I sup- 
pose, therefore, there will be no objection 
to the name that has been fixed upon, 
which is euphonious enough in itself, and 
is an old Indian name, meaning ‘ ‘The God 
who speaks—the speaking God.’”’ There is 
a fine lake there called Lake Manitoba, 
which forms the western boundary of the 
Province. A subject of very great import- 
ance, which engaged much of our consid- 
eration, was the settlement of the bounda- 
ries of the Province we are organizing. It 
is obvious that that vast country could not 
be formed into one Province. Itis obvious 
that the Dominion Government and the 
Dominion Parliament must retain, for 
Dominion purposes, the vast section of 
that country, which is altogether 
or nearly without inhabitants, and that the 
Province must be confined to the more 
settled country that now exists. We 
found happily that there was no great 
difficulty in regard to this matter, that 
there was no discussion upon the subject, 
and I may read a description of the 
boundaries that have been settled upon. 
‘The regiun whichis toform the new 
Province of Manitoba commences at a 
point on the frontier of the United States 
Territory, 96 degrees West of Greenwich, 
and extends to a point 98 degrees and 15 
minutes. West, being bounded on the 
South by 49th parallel of latitude, and on 
the North by latitude 50 degrees and 
30 minutes.” 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD here 
placed a map on the tabie showing the 


boundaries of the new Province and the 


members gathered round to examine it. 


Hion. Col. GRAY how many square 
miles are there in the new Province. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD 
eleven thousand square miles. Itis a 
small Province as the House will observe, 
but yet it contains the principal 
part of the settlements which are ranged, 
as those who have studied the matter 
know, along the banks of Red River and 
the banks of Assiniboine from the point 
of their confluence at or near Fort Garry 
up westward towards Lake Manitoba. One 
of the clauses of the Bill which I propose 
to lay before the House, but which is not 
yet in such a position as to go into the 
printer’s hands preparatory to the second 
reading, provides that such portions of the 
North West Territory, as are not included 
in this Province, shall be governed as an 
unorganized tract by the Lieutenant-Goy- 
ernor of Manitoba, under a separate Com- 
mission under the great seal of the Domi- 
nion, and that until they are settled and 
organized they shall be governed by 
Orders in Council. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE—Does the Bill pro- 
vide a Constitution for that territory ? 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No. It 
simply provides that the Lieut.-Governor of 
Manitoba shall be Governor of the remain- 
ing portion of the Territory under directions 
of Orders in Council, and action upon 
separate commission issued under the 
Great Seal. In settling the Constitution 
of the Province the question of how far 
representative institutions should be 
properly conferred at this time has been 
fully discussed. The House knows that 
this subject was discussed last Summer by 
the press in all parts of Canada, and that 
there was a good deal of objection that the 
Bill of last Session, provisional as it was, 
and intended to last only a few months, 
did not provide representative institutions 
for the people of that Territory. That 
Bill provided that the Lieut. Governor 
should have an Executive Council, and 
that that Council should have power to 
make laws, subject, of course, to the veto 
power, the paramount power of the Goy- 
ernor General here. It was passed simply 
fer the purpose of having something like an 
organization ready, something like the 
rudiments of a Government, from the time 
the Territory was admitted into the Do- 
minion, it being understood that the Act 
should continue in force only until the 
end of the present session of Parliament. 
On the introduction of that Bill by the 
Government, it was received in that par- 
ticular, and I think in every particular, 
with the almost unanimous sanction and 
approval of Parliament. The Government 
felt they were not in a position from ac- 
quaintance with the circumstances of the 
country and wants of its people, to settle 
anything like a fixed constitution upon 
the Territory. They thought it, there- 
fore, better that they should merely pass 
atemporary Act to last for a few months 
providing for the appointment of a Lieut. 
Governor, for which office my hon. friend 
from North Lanark was selected, who, 
when he arrived upon the spot, 
woull have an opportunity of report- 
‘ing upon the requirements of the country, 
and after discussing the matter with the 
principal men of the settlement, to sug- 
gest what kind of institutions were best 
suited to those requirements. Unfortu- 
nately no opportunity was offered for en- 
tering into that discussion or getting that 
information. One result, however, of the 
enquiry that was instituted in this country, 
was to pour a flood of light upon the Ter- 
ritory, and I have no doubt every hon. 
member of this House has taken advan- 
tage of it so as to enable him, with a great- 
er degree of certainty, to approach the 
subject of what the Constitution ought to 
be. Besides that we have discussed the 
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proposed Constitution with such persons 
who have been in the North Westas we 
have had an opportunity of 1neetmg, and 
the result. has been as I will shortly de- 
scribe. In the first place, as regards the 
representation of the Province of Mani- 
toba in the Dominion Parliament, the pre- 
position of the Government is that the 
people of the Province shall be represent- 
ed in the Senate by two members until the 
Province shall have a population at 
a decennial census of 50,000. From 
thenceforth the people there shall have 
representation in the Senate of three 
members; and subsequently, when the 
population shall amount to 75,000, they 
shall have representation of four members. 
That will give them the same representa- 
tion in the upper House of the Dominion 
Legislature as has been proposed for 
Prince Edward’s Island, and agreed to by 
the representatives of that Province at 
the Quebec conference—Prince Edward's 
Island being the smallest of the Pro- 
vinces, having a population of about’ 85,- 
000. The Billdoes not provide for any in- 
crease of numbers beyond four. It is not 
likely that, in our day at any rate, the 
Province will have a population which will 
entitle it to more. With respect to its re- 
presentation in the House of Commons, it 
is proposed that it shall have four mem- 
bers in this House—the Governor General 
having, for that purpose, power to separate 
and divide the whole of the Province into 
four electoral districts, each containing as 
nearly as possible an equal number of the 
present community of settlers., The ex- 
ecutive power of the Province will, of 
course, as in all the other Provinces of 
the Dominion, be vested in a Lieut.- 
Governor, who shall be appointed like the 
Lieut.-Governor, by Commission 
under the 
great seal of the Dominion. He shall have 
an Executive Council, which shall be com- 
posed of seven persons, holding such offices 
as the Lieut.-Governor shall, from time to 
time, think fit, and, in the first instance, 
shall not exceed five in number. The 
meetings of the Legislature until otherwise 
ordered by the Legislature itself, shall be 
held at Fort Garry, or within a mile of it. 
With respect to the Legislative body, there 
was considerable difficulty and long discus- 
sion whether it should consist of one cham- 
ber or two; whether, if one chamber, 1t 
should be composed of the representatives 
of the people and of persons appointed by 
the Crown, or Local Government, or whe- 
ther they should be severed and the two 
chambers constituted—x«|! these questions 
were fully discussed. Atter mature con- 
sideration, it was agrecd that there should 
be two chambers. I see my hon. friend 
(Hon. Mr. Macdougall) laughs, but, being 
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a true Liberal, he will not object to the 
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years, and who is and has been a _ house- 


Manitoba. 


people having a voice in the settlement of | holder for one year, shall have a right to 


their own Constitution and to determine 
whether they shall have one or two chambers 
or even three ifit suits their purpose to have 
them. It is proposed then to have two 
ehambers, but the Legislative Council is 
not a very formidable one. It is to be 
composed in the first place of seven mem- 
bers. After the expiration of four years 
it may be increased to twelve, but not 
more than that number. The object of 
making that provision is this, that we 
could not well have a smaller Legislative 
body than seven; and yet it might be 
well that the Government of the day—the 
Lieutenant Governor having a responsible 
Ministry—to have the power of meeting 
the difficulty arising froma possible dead- 
tock between the two chambers—the 
Legislative Assembly and the Legislative 
Council. It is therefore proposed that 
after the end of the first four years— 
after the first Parliament of the Province, 
the Lieutenant Governor may if he thinks 
proper upon the advice of his Executive 
Council, who have the confidence of the 
people and of their representatives, in- 
crease the number up to_ twelve. 
The Legislative Assembly shall be 
composed of a body of twenty 
four members—the Lieutenant Goy- 
ernor dividing the Province for that 
purpose into twenty-four Electoral Dis- 
tricts having due regard to the various 
communities into which the settlement is 
at present divided. All these clauses and 
stipulations are, of couse, subject to alter- 
ations by the people themselves, except so 
far as they relate to the appointment of 
the Lieut. Governor, which, of course, rests 
upon the same authority as in the other 
Provinces of the Dominion. In all other 
respects they may alter their Constitutions 
as they please.. It is provided in the 
Bill that all the clauses of the British 
North America Act, excepting as altered 
by the Bill itself, or excepting those 
clauses which apply only to one or two 
Provinces, and not to the whole of the 
Provinces, shall apply to the new Province. 
The Bill contains various other clauses 
with which I will not now trouble the 
House because they refer to mat- 
ters of no great interest, except as they 
are requisite to carry on the machinery of 
the Executive and Legislative bodies. Un- 
til the Legislature otherwise provides the 
qualification of voters for members, both of 
the House of Commons and Local Legisla- 
tures shall be the same as provided by the 
Confederation Act for the District of <Al- 
goma. I think the House will agree with 
me that no other qualification can be pro. 
wided. ‘lhe clause runs that every British 
subject who has attained the age of 21 
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vote. The duration of the Legislative As- 
sembly shall be four years, as in the other 
Provinces. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—What is the qualifi- 
cation of candidates. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—We 
have said nothing of that in the Bill. With 
respect to pecuniary clauses of the Bill it 
is provided that as Manitoba has fortuna- 
tely no debts it shall be entitled to be paid 
by and receive from Canada by half-yearly 
payments a sum which is to be ascertain- 
ed in the same way as the sum settled was 
on Newfoundland last session—that is, 
fixing the whole of the population at 15,000, 
and at that rate comparing the difference 
between that population and the popula- 
tion of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, 
any body can ascertain the amount pay- 
able to them per head, namely, $27.27. 
The Bill then proposes that the same an- 
nual subsidy of 80 cents per head of the 
population, estimating it at 15,000, shall 
be paid as in other Provinces, and that 
that rate shall continue until the popula- 
tion is 400,000 also as in other Provinces. 
There is the further provision that the 
sum of $30.000 shall be paid for the sup- 
port of the Government. Although it is 
not at all required that the next clause 
should be in the Act, yet it is inserted for 
the same reasons as it was inserted in the 
Act respecting Newfoundland, in order, to 
satisfy the people that certain services will 
be provided for, those services being 
thrown on the Dominion Government by 
the Confederation Act, such as the salary 
of the Lieutenant Governor, postal ser- 
vice, collection of Customs, &c. There are 
also provisions to satisfy the mixed popu- 
lation of the country inserted in the Bill 
for the same reason, although it will be 
quite in the power ofthe Local Legislature 
to deal with them. They provide that 
either the French or English language may 
be used in the proceedings of the Legis- 
lature, and that both of them shall be 
used in records and journals of both Cham- 
bers. That provision as far as the Prov- 
ince of Quebec is concerned, is contained 
in the Union Act. With respect to the 
lands that are included in the Province, 
the next clause provides that such of them 
as do not now belong to individuals, shall 
belong to the Dominion of Canada, the 
same being within boundaries already de- 
scribed. There shall, however, out of the 
lands there, be a reservation for the pur- 
pose of extinguishing the Indian title, of 
1,200,000 acres. That land is to be appro- 
priated as a reservation for the purpose of 
settlement by half breeds and their chil- 
dren of whatever origin on very much 
the same principle as lands were appro- 
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priated to U. E. Loyalists for purposes of 
settlement by their children. ‘This reser- 
vation, as I have said, is for the purpose of 
extinguishing the Indian title and all claims 
upon the lands within the limits of the 
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Province. There is a question, 
however, which, although ~— small 
in itself, excites a great deal of 


interest among the purely white inhab- 
itants, the descendants of the Scotch and 
English settlers, who are not half-breeds 
and do not come within this category. It 
is, perhaps, not known to a majority of 
this House that the old Indian titles are 
not extinguished over any portion of this 
country, except for two miles on each side 
of the Red River and the Assinniboine. 
The lands that have been granted by deed 
or license of occupation by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, run from the water or river 
bank on each side for two miles. But from 
a practice that has arisen from necessity, 
and that has been recognized by the 
local laws there, in the rear of each of 
these farms or tracts of land held by the 
farmers or settlers, there is a right of cut- 
ting hay for two miles immediately 
beyond their lots. That is a well 
understood right. It is absolutely 
required by these people and excites 
in them equal interest. The entire 
extent and value of those rights cannot be 
well established or fixed here, and it is 
therefore proposed to invoke the assist- | 
ance of the Local Legislature in that res- 
pect, and to empower it to provide, with 
the express sanction of the Governor Gen- 
eral, for the use in common of such lands 
by those inhabitants who may wish to 
avail themselves of it. My hon. friend, 
(Hon. Sir George E. Cartier) reminds me 
of the question of the confirmation of the 
legal occupation of the people there. It is 
so obviously the interest of the people of 
this country to settle that Territory as 
quietly as possible, that it would be a most 
unwise policy for anew Government to cre- 
ate any difficulties as to the rights of prop- 
erty—it would be most unwise to allow 
. those difficulties to arise which might 
spring from one man having a title toa 
freehold, while his neighbour would only 
have to say he held under a lease of occu- 
pation. But as these settlers are not numer. 
ous, and it is of great importance that they 
should be satisfied it is proposed to insert 
a clause in the Bill, confirming all titles 
of peaceable occupation to the people now 
actually resident upon the soil. But in 
the absence of necessary information here, 
it is proposed to invoke the aid and inter- 
vention, the experience of the Local Legis- 
lature upon this point, subject to the 
sanction of the Governor General. The 
Government hope and believe that this 
measure or a measure involving the prin- 
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ciple which I have just mentioned will be 
satisfactory to the people of all classes and 
races in that country. This Bill contains 
very few provisions, but not too few for 
the object to be gained, which is the 
quiet and peaceable acceptance of the 
new state of things by the mass of the 
people there and the speedy settlement 
of the country by hardy emigrants from 
all parts of the civilized world. Whiie, Sir, 
we believe that this measure will receive 
the acceptance of the people of the North 
West, that it will be hailed as a boon and 
convincing proof of the liberality of the peo- 
ple and the Legislature of the Dominion, 
while we believe it will have that effect, it 
is quite clear that order must be restored ; 
that peace must be kept in that country ; 
and that the Government, which in future 
is to obtain control there, must be respec- 
ted. It is necessary, also, that the fears of 
an Indian war and foreign aggression, which 
have been raised, very naturally, in the 
minds of the people of that country, from 
recent unhappy events, should be allayed. 
For all these reasons it is fitting and proper 
that a force should be there to cause law 
and order to be respected. I am glad to 
say that events have recently resulted in 
an arrangement, by which, for the purpo- 
ses I have mentioned, and in no hostile 
spirit, but with the desire, and the resolve 
at the same time, to establish law, and 
peace, and order—an arrangement, I say, 
has been made between Her Majesty’s 
Government and the Government of Can- 
ada for the despatch of an expedition. 
That expedition will be a mixed one, com- 
prised partly of Her Majesty’s regular 
troops, and partly of Canadian Militia, and 
from all those whom we have had an opportu- 
nity of seeing from the North West, we are 
told that a force sent in that spirit, and 
commanded by an officer of Her Majesty’s 
service, under Her Majesty’s sanction, will 
be received not only with kindness, but 
with gladness, and that the people will be 
glad to retain them much longer than as 
a force there will be any necessity for their 
staying. For so soon as these unfortunate 
feelings of fear and jealousy are removed, 
it will be of course proper that a force 
should be on as economical and limited a 
scale as due regard for peace and order 
will permit. These arrangements must of 
course be submitted to Parliament, and a 
vote of the House sanctioning the neces- 
sary expenditure obtained. For this ob- 
ject, I have no doubt, such a vote will be 
obtained. The force will be comprised of 
about one-fourth of Her Majesty’s regular 
troops, and three-fourths Canadian Militia, 
and the expenditure will be borne in the 
same proportion, Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment paying one-fourth of the expenditure 
and the Dominion three-fourths. My hon. 
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friend beside me (Hon. Sir George E. 
Cartier) reminds me _ that since the 
written arrangement was entered into, 
which I have just mentioned, a proposi- 
tion was made to increase Her Majesty’s 
contingent by perhaps 140, making the 
number of regular troops about 390, the 
balance being made up of Canadian mili- 
tia. This militia was called upon to volun- 
teer from different districts, and such has 
been the alacrity displayed, that if a force 
was proposed to assume the proportion of 
an army there would be no trouble in get- 
ting the men. Happily that necessity does 
not, I am fain to believe, exist. It was 
only on Saturday thatthe final arrange- 
ment with respect to this force was carried 
out, and the House therefore could not any 
earlier than now receive this information 
On Saturday the Order in Council was 
passed embodying the provisions I have 
mentioned. The cable has beenin active 
operation on this subject for some consi- 
derable time, but itis only within a few 
days that the final arrangements I have in- 
dicated were made. When this measure 
comes up for the second reading, and 
when the resolutions are proposed in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, of course, explana- 
tions will be given in full detail upon 
every possible head of expenditure. I now 
move the first reading of the Bill. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was manifestly 
impossible to discuss the Bill at that time, 
but he looked upon the whole proposal of 
the Government as one that was opon to 
great objection, and that the whole course 
taken in the North West matter was one 
exceedingly disastrous to the country. 
The House was informed at the beginning 
of the session that the Government had 
declined taking possession of the country, 
and had not paid the amount agreed to 
with the Hudson’s Bay Company, in order 
to throw the expense of settling the dis- 
putes on the Imperial Government, and 
to force them to take possession for us, 
and to hand it over to us asa new pur- 
chase. 
Territory as their own, and the payment 
as a payment simply to obtain a quit 
claim deed to us of that Territory. He 
looked upon the proposal of the Govern- 
ment as most reprehensible, and calculated 
to bring our Government and people into 


dispute with Imperial statesmen, as a re- 


fusal, under the circumstances, they had 
no right tomake. He wasnow convinced, 
after much careful examination of the evi- 
dence of every one who had come from 
that Territory, that had the proposition 
been carried out, with good faith, that in- 
surrection, with all its consequent troubles, 
disasters and murder would have been 
avoided. In consequence of this conduct 
of the Government, they had been threat- 
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He had always looked upon the 
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ened with a war of races and nations, and 
now fas the result of all this political 
tergiversation and bad faith, the pitiable 
compensation of the Imperial Government 
being willing to pay one quarter part of 
the expenses attending the restoration 
of Government. This showed more than 
anything he could name the results of the 
policy the Government pursued, and the 
want of national faith which had charac- 
terised the Government in their dealing. 
With regard to the Government of the 
country he must of course examine the 
Bill in detail before he could venture even 
to give an opinion as to its merits, but it 
did seem a little ludicrous to establish a 
little municipality in the North West of 
10,000 square miles—about the size of two 
or three counties in Ontario—with a popu- 
lation of 15,000 people, having two 
Chambers, and a right to send two mem- 
bers to the Senate and four to the House 
here (laughter). The whole thing had 
such a ludicrous look that it only put one 
in mind of some of the incidents in Gulli- 
ver’s Travels. It may be on more close in- 
vestigation that more palliating circumstan- 
ces might be brought to light for this ex- 
traordinary Constitution, but at the pre- 
sent moment he could only say that 
he looked upon it as one of the most pre- 
posterous schemes that was ever submitted 
to the Legislature. There were one 
or two matters in Sir John A. Macdonald’s 
statement to which he would refer. He 
had told the House about the 
land policy, no further than this, that 
lands in occupation held under license or 
agreement of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
were to be retained by those in possession 
or the present local authorities, while 
the Dominion are to exercise control 
over the remainder of the Territory. A 
certain portion to be set aside to settle 
Indian claims and another portion to set- 
tle Indian claims that the half-breeds 
have. But these half-breeds were either 
Indians or not, (hear). They were not 
looked upon as Indians, some had been to 
Ottawa, and given evidence, and did not 
consider themselves Indians. They were 
regularly settled upon farms, and what the 
object could be in making some special 
provision for them that was not made for 
other inhabitants was more than he could 
wellunderstand. They were also told that 
that clause in the Bill was to affirm all 
grants of lands, licenses and other claims 
granted by the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
They were unable to pronounce an opinion 
upon the particular kind of claims em- 
braced, but if his information was correct 
the Hudson Bay Company had dealt with a 
certain portion of the lands in that Terri- 
tory in a way which we could not possibly 
justify nor recognise. If they had so dealt 
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with lands as to bestow on certain corpor- 
ations whether secular or religious, or 
tracts of land that would interfere with 
the settlement of the country—that ques- 
tion had to be met by the House 1f the 
Government hal not had the moral 
courage to deal with it (hear). He had no 
hesitation in saying that the statement 
made by the Premier was in that respect 
most unsatisfactory or at best exceedingly 
incomplete [hear]. Hehad seen it stated 
-in papers that a gentleman who had been 
employed under the Lieut. Governor— 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—No. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that he was being 
employed by the Government to purchase 
stores and organizing a corps of mounted 
police, but they had received no state- 
ment on the point by the honourable gen- 
tleman, and in the absence of any answers 
he would not comment upon the fact at 
present. There was another point to 
which the honourable gentleman had not 
referred. He had not said whether the 
Government had paid the money to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company. Without waiting 
for a formal answer might he ask that in- 
formation now? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—It 
has not been paid, but it is to be paid im- 
» mediately. 

Hon, Mr. McDOUGALL—Before the ex- 
pedition starts ? 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I presume before the 
Bill passes this House. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Yes. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was glad of it; and 
would be ready to support the Govern- 
ment in it, and could only regret that it 
was not made sooner (hear). He trusted 
that the Government would bring down 
such a statement as to the claims which 
were to be recognised in the clauses of the 
Bill, because in absence of the knowledge as 
to. the extent of these claims it was mani- 
festly impossible to pass any such claims. 
Everything must be done so as to retain 
the liberty of every class and creed of Her 
Majesty’s subjects on the same foot- 
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ing and that no one shall _ have 
any special claims or _ privileges 
recognised in that new Territory. 


He would look with very grevious appre- 
hension on anything that would introduce 
into that new Territory the divisions which 
were for so many years so disastrous in 
our own country (hear,) and which kept 
many of the denominations concerned in 
these disputes in a state of intercine 
warfare, which produced results so disas- 
trous to society generally, and particular- 
ly to the churches engaged. Anything that 
had the effect of preventing this, we must 
insist on here, and that no legislation shall 


be initiated by this House, which has a! 
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tendency to initiate, permit or perpet- 
uate anything of that sort (cheers.) If this 
was provided for it would of course obviate 
some of the objections to many clauses of 
the Bill. With regard, however, to the 
excessive expenditure which was to be 
imposed upon the Dominion by the ar- 
rangements of the Bill, it involved an 
amount of debt of $416,500. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—8$21,- 
000 a year. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Yes. There would 
then be $12,000 to make up the 50 cents 
per head, and in addition the Government 
propose to pay annually $30,000, for Local 
Government. He couldscarcely conceive 
that that amount was necessary (hear.) He 
thought if the amount was capitalized it 
would admirably provide for the interest 
of the Province. Roads were not required 
there as they were in other districts, and 
the expenses for building would, not at all 
compare with that which was imposed on 
larger Provinces. If they were to carry on 
Government economically, it must be in 
the shape rather of one large Municipal 
Council, thana Provincial Government. 
He should discuss the Bill more partic- 
ularly when they had it before them, but 
it was necessary that the House should be 
in possession of all information the Goy- 
ernment had had in preparing to discuss 
the measure. It was certainly unfair, that 
certain members of the House should be 
in possession of M. Thibault’s report, 
which he understood, had been in print a 
fortnight. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—I can 
only say that it was not by the sanction of 
the Government. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said it had not been 
even sent to the printers a fortnight ago. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, at any rate he 
had known it was in the possession of 
members, and the way the House was 
treated in this matter was only on a par 
with their treatment from first to last. 
In the whole question, the conduct of the 
Government was most extraordinary, and 
he could not refrain from charging the 
Government with having, by their miscon- 
duct of this matter, thrown an enormous 
expense on the country, brought the Gov- 
ernment into disrepute with the Imperial 
authorities (hear) and that, in refusing to 
keep faith in carrying out an agreement 
fora territory, which we have always re- 
garded as our own, they have plunged us 
into expenses which we cannot possibly 
conceive (hear). 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
would have been more opportune to have 
taken the objections at the second read- 
ing, rather than now. He himself would 
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not enter on the merits of the Bill, but! 400,000, and at the greatest estimate there 


make a few prefatory observati ons in 
answer to those of the member for Lamb- 
ton. He had found fault with the 
Constitution of the Territory, and there 
being two Houses for sosmall a portion of 
the Territory. He referred to Prince Ed- 

ward Island, with its population of only 
85,000, and an area of only 1,300,000 acres, 
which, from the first, had a political or- 
ganization and all the machinery of a Gov- 
ernment, and to New _ Brunswick, 
which, at the time of its separation from 
Nova Scotia, had a population not larger 
than that of Nova Scotia. Manitoba was 
the key to the whole territory, and when 
they had defined its hmits they had done 
a good work. This Bill had, as it were, 
disclosed the policy of the Government, 
for it was evident there was room between 
Ontario and the Rocky Mountains for sev- 
eral Provinces, and Manitoba was made 
the model or starting point for the Prov- 
inces to be erected to the Pacific 
Ocean. As to the objection that there was 
too large a subsidy, he said the new Pro- 
vince was entitled to be placed on the same 
footing as any other. If the people had 
waited till they were 50,000 or 75,000, 
instead of being entitled to $21,000 a year 
from the Government, they would have 
been entitled to double or perhaps treble 
that amount. There was room in the Ter- 
ritory for a million of inhabitants, and yet 
for some time all the expenditure for this 
would be only $21,000 for local wants, 


and a subsidy of $30,000 a year for the! 


— Government. The land, except 

200,000 acres, was. under the control of 
ah Gov ernment, and these were held for 
the purpose of extinguishing the claims of 
the half-breeds, which it was ‘desirous not to 
leave unsettled, as they had been the first 
settlers, and made the Territory. These 
lands were not to be dealt with as the 
Indian reserves, but,were to be given to the 
heads of families to settle their children. 
The policy, after settling these claims, was 
to give away the land so as to fill up the 
country. Asit did so emigration would 
go westward, fill up other portions of the 
Territory, and so the grand scheme of 
. Confederation would be “carried out. In- 
stead of, as in Newfoundland, where they 
were to pay $150,000 a year for these 
lands, those in the North-West had been 
given up for nothing. It must be in the 
contemplation of the members of the 
House that these could be used for the 
construction of the British Pacific Rail- 
way from the East to the West, and 
yet the member for Lambton com- 
plained of the grant of $30,000 at the 
beginning of the existence of the Pro- 
vince. Then they were to get 80 cents 
ahead till the population amounted to 
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never would be more than $425,000 a 
year ever going to that Province, and that 
not for many years hence, but the sooner 
the better, as the greater would be the 
contributions to the exchequer. The pop- 

ulation was now only 15,000, but the con- 

sumption was not tor them ‘alone, but for 
200,000 Indians, who consumed an im- 

mense quantity of dutiable articles, After 
a few other observations, in which he said 
he would not enter into the question of 
the appointment of an officer of constab- 
ulary, he stated that he believed, when 
the member for Lambton read _ the 
Bill carefully, he would recognize the 
wisdom of its provisions, 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he had not en- 
tered into any explanation as to the 
mounted police, and the appointment of 
Captain Cameron. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that it was intended to have a body of 
mounted rifles to protect the people from 
the chance of an Indian war. Under the 
beneficent rule of the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany there was peace in the Territory, 
while across the line there were frequent 
wars, and the Indians were shot down by 
emigrants going West—shot down ruth- 
lessly. As the expectation was that there 
would be a large influx of emigrants from 
Europe or from Canada, and there was a 
fear that emigrants from the American 
States, accustomed to deal with the 
Indians as enemies, would be shooting 
them down and causing great disturb- 
ances, the necessity arose to have a small 
but active force of cavalry to act as moun- 
ted police, so that they could move rapidly 
along the tr ontier to repress disturbances ; 
and it was not proposed to make the force 
more than 200 men. They would be 
drilled as cavalry, or rather as mounted 
riflemen, and be disciplined as a military 
body, but act as constabulary. Such a 
force would be amply sufficient for the 
purpose, and be enough to secure order. ~ 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the question 
as to whether Captain Cameron was 
employed had not been answered. If he 
was raising a force, how and where was he 
doing so? . 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
Captain Cameron had not received a com- 
mission. The Governmen’ had employed 
Mr. MeMicken and Mr. Coursol, as Police 
Commissioners, the latter of whom was 
engaging men in Lower Canada speak- 
ing French, and able to read and 
write, and to speak both French and Eng- 
lish if possible. He intended to raise 
50 men in Canada altogether, and 150 
more in the Territory, commingling the 
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different races, as had been done in India 
so successfully. It was the best force that 
could be raised, and by the comming- 
ling no predominance would be given to 
either. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he was glad to 
find that the Government had not employ- 
ed Capt. Cameron. 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he did not say that. He said that a Com- 
mission had not been issued. He might 
say, however, that he was a most efficient 
- Officer. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he might bein his 
own place, but not im the position pro- 
posed. He had a further question to ask. 
A number of persons had lost their all in 
these disturbances, and had all their goods 
seized and used. Were they to receive 
compensation. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he did not know what he meant. He did 
not see how this House could deal with 
such aquestion. That might bea matter 
to be settled in England. 


Mr. MACKENZIE did not see how they 
could go to England for compensation. 
» He presumed they would not deny some 
remedy should be provided. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they had not yet reached that point, as this 
Bill was simply one. for the Government of 
the country. The other was a separate 
matter, and would be so considered either 
here or in England, but it was premature 
to discuss it now. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER ex- 
plained in French, in the course of which, 


Mr. GODIN asked if the Constitution was 
to be submitted to the people before being 
passed. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER No. 


Hon Mr. McDOUGALLsaid he spoke with 
some reluctance on account ofthe position 
he had unfortunately held with respect to 
the Territory. With respect to the Bill, 
he might say he was both pleased and dis- 
pleased. Pleased at its having been 
brought down, and displeased at its unsa- 

‘ tisfactory character. It must be displeas- 
ing to every one to know that the bargain 
settled with the three Governments, had 
been refused to be carried out on the pre- 
tence of the motive, which it was said ac- 
tuated the Government. It was known 
that the reason given was that the Goy- 
ernment desired to compel the Imperial 
Government to put them in peaceable 
possession of the country. They had been 
so far successful that the Imperial Govern- 
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‘fourth of the expenses. He apprehended 


there would be some condition attached 
to that agreement which would probably 
lessen its value to this country. Were 
they to understand that the Imperial Goy- 
ernment agreed to. pay one-fourth of all 
the expense, no matter what might be the 
extravagance of our Government? Were 
they to bear one-fourth of the expense of 
constructing boats, many of which were 
constructed in Lower Canada upon the 
miserable rule that everything done must 
be distributed between French and Eng- 
lish. The transportation of these boats to 
Collingwood would cost as much as the 
boats themselves. Were they to under- 
stand that the Imperial Government 
agreed to bear one-fourth of that extrava- 
gance? He believed not. With regard 
to the leading features of the Bill they 


did not commend themselves to 
his judgment. People were not pre- 
pared for, and did not want so cum- 


brous and intricate a system of Govern- 
ment, and it was absurd to impose it upon 
them, A cheap simple and direct system 
of Government such as that provided for 
in the Bill of last Session would answer 
every purpose, and would meet the almost 
universal approval of the people. He ob- 
jected to the system of two Chambers, 
and was astonished to find the system 
proposed for Red River in view of its ex- 
pense in Quebec and the success of the one 
chamber system in Ontario. He hoped 
the Government would consent to change 
in this respect. In looking over the map 
of the new Province laid on the table, he 
noticed that an important Canadian settle- 
ment containing some four or five hundred 
families, namely: Portage-la Prairie, had 
been left beyond the limits of the Provinces, 
though the boundary line diverged 15 
minutes to take in a small settle- 
ment marked on the map ‘ Roman 
Catholic Mission.” It was just as well 
there should be a little plain speaking on 
this point at an early day. It was known 
by the Government and the country that 
the rebellion in the North West originated 
with the Roman Catholic priesthood (no, 
no, from French members). ‘hat fact 
was substantiated by the Commissioners 
of the Government who had been sent to 
that country. The priesthood desired to 
secure certain advantages for themselves, 
their Church or their people. And they 
advised their people to take the course 
they did. These facts could be proved 
beyon’? doubt if the House would grant a 
Committee of enquiry. He believed the 
respectable, wealthy, intelligent portion 
of the Roman Catholic population were 


| opposed to that course and loyal to this 


ment had promised to send 200 or 800} Government, and would willingly eccept 
troops into the country and to pay one! the Government that was provided fr in 
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the Bill of last session. He warned the 
Government that amendments would be 
proposed to this Bill. With regard to the 
claims of loyalists from the Territory, he 
understood the Minister of Militia to say 
that they must look to England. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
had not stated that. He had mentioned 
when the Minister of Justice was speaking 
that these claims might fall on us or per- 
haps on England. He did not say decid- 
edly that they would have to be settled 
by England. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL accepted the 
explanation, and went on to argue the 
justice of these claims, and the necessity 
of their being attended to by the Govern- 
ment. The Imperial Government were 
under no obligation to settle these claims. 
He concluded by denouncing the appoint- 
ment of Captain Cameron to the head of 
the police for Red River as the most un- 
fortunate selection that could be made. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Hon. member for North Lanark seemed 
unable to comprehend the policy of the 
Government. With regard to the non-pay- 
ment of the money, he would only ask 
the House to consider the position of the 
Government when the unfortunate inter- 
ruption to the hon. gentleman’s entrance 
into the territory took place. They should 
look at the season of the year and the 
surrounding circumstances. What would 
have been the consequences of the pay- 
ment of the money on the Ist December 
last? The inevitable consequences would 
have been the immediate transfer of 
the country to Canada. (Hear.) They 
had been told by the press that they 
should have sent up a military officer, who 
would have gone to the country by rail- 
road, as did the hon. gentleman, and en- 
tered the country alone. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—An absurd 
suggestion. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the Govern- 
ment at once saw that at that season of 
the year, in the first place, it was impos- 
sible that Canada should take the govern- 
ment of that country. It was essentially 
important, and every day had made them 
more convinced of the view they took, that 
without reference to the paltry question of 
expenses, that we should have the pres- 
tige of the Imperial Government in getting 
up and sending an expedition there, to 
establish the Queen’s authority, instead 
of leaving Canada to commence the war 
with that people on its own account and 
on its own responsibility, thereby inviting 
fillibusters and sympathisers from the 
neighbouring States to come in and join 
them, and thus involve the country in an 
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expenditure of which no one could have 
any conception. 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER—Hear, hear. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said, when the Gov- 
ernment first heard of these circumstances, 
before the lamentable events which subse- 
quently occurred had taken place, they at 
once took the very best means to allay the 
discontent which existed more particularly 
among a certain portion of the population. 
We were unsuccessful because—he was 
sorry to say it and regretted to have to go 
into that question—of the unfortunate 
mistake committed by the hon. gentle- 
man. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—No, no. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS could readily un- 
derstand, and feel thatit was his bounden 
duty to stand up and defend himself. But 
if things had been allowed to remain until 
the Government of this country had been 
able to prescribe a policy which was desir- 
able under the circumstances, if they had 
been allowed to employ the agencies which 
they at once took steps to employ, if Father 
Thibault had gone up, and the proclama- 
tion never been issued, and the force not 
been invited to goon, he was perfectly 
certain that in a very few days Father 
Thibault would have settled matters. 
(Hear.) If the hon. gentleman had remain- 
ed quiet until he had known the views of 
the Government, there would have been no 
difficulty whatever. It was not a question 
of expediency. The time of paying the 
money was the question. They thought 
that the right time for paying the money 
was when the Queen’s authority had been 
restored. Then it was quite right that 
quiet should be restored by a force acting 
under the Imperial officers, and having 
the prestige of our Sovereign, thus pre- 
venting the appearance of its being a war 
between one section of the Dominion and 
the people. Itwas a view taken by the 
Government, it was not a mere question of 
expenditure. If the territory, of course, 
had been transferred to Canada, they 
could not expect England to contribute 
any share of the expenses. We have got 
to maintain peace in our own territories, 
but under the peculiar circumstances of 
the case, it was important that the force 
should be essentially an Imperial force 
and not a Canadian force. (Hear.) 


It being six o’clock the House rose for 
recess. 


AFTER RECESS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS resumed the 
debate. He said he was bound to place on 
record his opinion of the Act which had 
produced the most disastrous consequen- 
ces in the Territory, that was the issue of 
the proclamation by the member for North 
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Lanark, when sent as Governor of the 
Territory. The intentions of the Govern- 
ment were most liberal. The Legislature 
was only provisional in its nature, and 
they had sent one who had been a warm 
advocate of the policy of acquiring that 
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Territory to be settled in great part from | 


the four older Provinces. The Government 
had given instructions which in his (Sir 
Francis’) judgment, no exception could be 
taken. His object was to get there, to 
place himself in communication with all 
parties, to obtainall the information possi- 
ble and inform the Government what kind 
of constitution was most suitable. Not- 
withstanding what he conceived 
to be the wise course taken by the 
Government, the strongest opposition 
was Offered by the leading organ of the 
Opposition in Ontario. Every means was 
taken to excite distrust in the Canadian 
Government. It was said they intended 
to ill treat the inhabitants of that country, 
that they had no intention to regard their 
wishes, and he believed that a great deal 
of the discontent was due to these efforts. 
He was disposed to make every allowance 
for errors of judgment in the performance 
of the duties imposed on the member for 
North Lanark. But when the Government 
asa Government expressed their disap- 
proval of his course which they firmly be- 
lieved led to the consequences which they 
had ail seen, he could not but deplore the 
action which led to such a disastrous re- 
sult. It was the duty of hon. members, 
and they could not but sympathise with 
. those who were acting in that Territory in 
sympathy with the Canadian Government, 
but there could be no doubt they took a 
course which led to evil results. Honour- 
able members talk of claims, but he could 


not see how the Government could deal | 


with claims which had not been presented. 
No such claims had been made but 
even if they had that was aquestion en- 
tirely apart from that of the Bill 
brought in by the Minister of Justice. It 
had nothing to do with it, and it was un- 
fortunate that the question should now 
be raised. He would deal with represen- 
tations made by those persons peculiarly 
distinguished as Canadians, as opposed to 
~ what some honourable gentlemen were 
pleased to call the rebel party, but which 
he would distinguish as the mixed French 
and Indian race, chiefly Catholic in religion. 
Could it be made clear to him that those 
against whom the hon. gentleman protest- 
ed had asked exclusive privileges he could 
understand it. But he had read a letter 
in one of the pipers to-day, addressed to 
the Governor General, and signed James 
Lynch, a gentleman assuming, and no 
doubt correctly assuming to represent the 
wishes of a lige portion of the population, 
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and one for whom he had the highest re- 
spect. Hehad carefully read the letter, 
and had endeavoured to see if there was 
any real grievance against these persons, 
orif the Government had committed any 
error from the point of view of those whom 
Dr. Lynch represented. It had already 
come out in the course of the discussion, 
that in all questions coming before the 
Government, they had not considered the 
question whether the delegates were re- 
presentatives of the majority or minority. 
Admit that they represented the minority ; 
admit even that as alleged in the letter, 
they had been the appointed by that 
gentleman Mr. Riel (cries of gentleman 
and confusion). It was admitted that one 
delegate did not represent him. That was 
Judge Black who was brought to accept 
the mission with great reluctance, his 
name having been given as the letter states, 
asa sort of sop to those not under Mr. 
Riel’s influence. Assume that all the 
statements made by Dr. Lynch were cor- 
rect and he would ask if the Bill was open 
to the objection of pressing on those whom 
Dr. Lynch represented. What were the 
points in contention ? First, these dele- 
gates would have desired—as stated in the 
Bill of Rights—that they should have the 
whole lands of Manitoba into their posses- 
sion, that is into the possession of the 
Local Government. What he wanted to 
establish was simply this; that all those 
identifying themselves with the Province 
of Manitoba were all equally interested in 
getting all they could out of Canada whe- 
ther by way of subsidy or otierwise. He 
did not understand that any of them were 
afraid of elective institutions. On the 
contrary they were quite ready to assent 
to them. Put aside for the moment the 
second chamber, and elective institutions 
with an elective chamber as in other Pro- 
vinces, he was satisfied they would not 
object to. His experience in the Dominion 
Government satisfied him that the Gov- 
ernments of all the Provinces and the 
people desired to get all they could out 
of the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU—Except Que- 
bec. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he ex- 
cepted neither Quebec nor Ontario, On 
the other hand the Dominion Government 
were there to protect the Dominion Trea- 
sury. Well, as far as he was aware, all 
points had been fully discussed between 
the Dominion Government and the gentle- 
men who had been sentias delegates. He 
believed the Dominion Government could 
have made better terms with those repre 
senting Canadian interests, than with those 
representing the Convention. Whether 
they had been freely elected or elected 


1307 


under terror he yould not discuss, end, 
so far as he could find, they did not come 
to ask any special legislation for any class, 
Canadians as well as others being equally 
protected. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—At whose instance 
was the English settlement excluded ? 

Hon., Sv FRANCIS HINCKS—He would 
come to that by-and-by, that was a small 
question. Butonall points no particular 
party claimed any special. interest ; the 
best terms were to be obtained for all 
parties. The member for Lambton had 
argued that the Dominion Government 
had giventoo much. That was a fair sub- 
ject for criticism, but, not as between one 
section of the population there and anoth- 
er, for the arrangement was made for the 
good of all. It was perfectly clear that 
when the difficulties were settled and the 
Queen’s authority established that a vast 
emigration would be pouring into the 
country, from the four Provinces but prin- 
cipally, there was no doubt, from Ontario, 
and the original inhabitants would thus 
be placed in a hopeless minority, and of 
this, they themselves had no doubt. If 
this were correct it was perfectly obvious 
that those who had been occupying the 
Territory, all their lives would naturally 
take this view: That they were to be 
entirely swamped and theirinfluence des- 
troyed, that all their lands were to be ta- 
ken, not as in the other Provinces, and 
that they would have to take simply a 
moderate portion of land for the settlers 
and their children, not for one class but for 
all. There was not one point he could dis- 
cover in which the delegates—represent- 
ing a minority if you will—took a section- 
al view. There had been a good deal of 
sneering at large institutions for a small 
number of people in the Territory. Al- 
though he could cite Constitutions granted 
by the Imperial Government to places 
with populations smaller, and without the 
least prospect of increasing, as there was 
likely to be an increase here with a repre- 
sentative chamber, yes, and with a second 
chamber. Yet he would readily admit the 
perfect absurdity (hear, hear), of the 
whole scheme if they were providing for the 
total of 15,000, instead of the population 
which would go there. Before the month 
they were now entering was well advanced, 
they would be flocking in, and in so short 
a time that he was afraid to say how short, 
an immense population would be enjoying 
the institutions of a free British people. 
His hon. friend, the Minister of Militia, 
had correctly pointed to the fact 
that in 1791 when Upper Canada 
was made a Province its population was 
less than the population in the North 
West now. He had great faith in the fu- 
ture of that country. Unfortunately the 
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gentleman to whom the Government look- 
ed to for responsible advice had from cir- 
cumstances been unable to afford this, and 
the Government were compelled to deal 
with 1t on their own responsibility. There- 
fore, it was not dictated, nor had the result 
been brought about by any delegates, al- 
though they were consulting with them 
and were happy to believe they were pre- 
pared to acqtiesce in the decision at which 
the Government were arrived. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Then they saw the 
the Bill before we did? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—They have 
not seen it yet. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—How could they ac- 
quiesce ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—They knew 
its general principles. Did he mean to 
say it was wrong to communicate with 
these persons? 


Mr. MACKENZIE—He did mean to say 
so. Drs. Schultz and Lynch and Mr. 
Fletcher were as much entitled ‘to be con- 
sulted as the rebel delegates and they 
never had been so. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he must 
know that the whole object was to make 
such conditions as would be for the inter- 
ests of the friends of Drs. Schultz, Lynch, 
and Mr. Fletcher. ‘They were quite satis- 
fied with the policy of the Government, 
and acquiesced in it for the Canadians. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said they were not 
satisfied. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he held 
in his hands proof of it in the letter of Dr. 
Lynch, in which he said he had confidence 
that the Government would deal fairly 
with the people. They were not the dis- 
satisfied party. Did the hon. gentleman 
mean that it would be a statesman-like 
policy to force the people into war? The 
Government policy was to get the country 
peacefully, and when it became thoroughly 
Canadian the people now there must 
necessarily be in the minority. But, not 
satisfied with getting the country, they 
must also have war, 


Mr. MACKENZIE.—Who says that ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, it was 
not only the opinion of the Canadian Goy- 
ernment that no policy could be more 
adverse than that to the interests of Canada, 
and, if they had adopted a policy against 
conciliation, they would not have had the 
confidence of the Imperial Government. 
They had taken the course, from first to 
last, which was wise and prudent, and in 
consonance with a majority of this House. 


The Imperial Government had, at 
first, found fault with the Government 
for not paying over the money, 
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but when they saw the reasons that were 
given, that they were wise and statesman- 
like, they approved of them, and were now 
acting in close co-operation. 


Mr. MACKENZIE sa‘d they had never 
said so. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said they 
had acted ina manner to show that they 
were satisfied. It would have been an 
act of madness if they had paid over the 
money in December, in the depth of 
winter, when the country would have 
been left on the hands of Canadas who 
would be compelled to enter on the 
war in the spring, and exposed to meet 
all kind of fillibustering, and an expensive 
and disastrous war. He was not going to 
enter into any details of the Bill. That 
would be better done on the second read- 
ing, but he had called attention to the re- 
marks on the unso7znd policy of the Gov- 
ernment to show that it had been a sound 
policy throughout. 


Mr. FERGUSON asked how 190 families 
had been left out at Portage la Prairie, as 
laid down in the map. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the object of the residents had been to 
obtain possession of the whole country. 
They wished Rupert’s Land made into one 

Province and to have all the land 
within the boundary as in other Provinces. 
The Government thought, as he believed 
did the majority of Parliament, that that 
great country should be divided into Pro- 
vinces with as restricted a boundary as 
possible, and the only reason that led to 
the exclusion was the belief that the set- 
tlement would form the nucleus of the 
new Province altogether British (hear 
hear and oh). It was pointed out that it 
was impossible to hand over the country, 
to be legislated for by the present inhabi- 
tants. Hepointed outthat the Territory 
had been purchased for a large sum from 
the H. B. Co., that settlement had to be 
made with the Indians, the guardianship of 
whom was involved, that the land could not 
be handed over to them, as it was of the 
greatest importance to the Dominion to 
have possession of it, for the Pacific Railway 
must be built by means of the land through 
which it had to pass. He could assure 
them that in discussing with the delegates 
from the Convention they did not sug- 

_gest this division. They wanted the 
whole country, but they insisted at last on 
so arranging that they should touch and 
obtain access to Manituba Lake on the one 
side and Lake Winnepeg on the other. 
Mr. MACKENZIE And exclude the Eng- 

ish, 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
if they were excluded from that Province 
they still belonged to the Dominion, and 
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if asked man by man they would prefer 
Government by the Dominion to be goy- 
erned from Fort Garry. But the Bill pro- 
vided that the Province should be extend- 
ed if Parliament should insist ona differ- 
ent policy and instead of a series of Pro- 
vinces extend the boundaries. There 
were Other settlements in in the Province 
not included. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—No—Several 
bers. Name them. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the posts of the H. B. C. weresettlements. 


Mr. FERGUSON was exceedingly sorry 
to have given the hon. and gallant knight, 
the Minister of Justice, the trouble of 
making so long an explanation, which 
was, nevertheless, he regretted tosay, not 
quite satisfactory to him. He should have 
desired that the whole people of the North 
West should have been included in the 
new province. This, he perceived, was 
not the intention ofthe Government. He, 
however, could not help believing that 
the three thousand English-speaking set- 


menti- 


‘tlers at Portage la Prairie should have 


formed part of the Province of Manitoba, 
coming thereby within the new Govern- 
ment and taking a share in it. Nay, he 
would go further, and say that he had 
hoped that even those posts of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company, within reasonable 
bounds, where there were two hundred 
settlers, should not have been left out of 
the pale of the proposed Government and 
Legislature of Manitoba. The determi- 
nation at which the Government apparent- 
ly had arrived of leaving out the settlement 
of the Portage La Prairie, and the settlers 
at the posts, had no doubt been come to 
after mature consideration, and was the 
result of the best information which they 
had obtained. That information, never- 
theless, may have been, to some slight 
extent, one-sided, and he might be ex- 
cused for entertaining the idea that on this 
point the opinions of gentlemen repre- 
senting the loyal people of the country 
were entitled to as much weight as were 
those of the men whom Riel had dele- 
gated to express his views and wishes. 
With some ot those loyal gentleman he 
had come in contact and he could not re- 
frain from stating that he had never heard 
them express any wish to the effect that 
the people of Laprairie, or any other of 
of the English settlers in the North West, 
should be left out of the proposed Govern- 
ment. He, indeed, thought that they could 
not do otherwise than desire to be in- 
cluded in it. Fort Garry, which was the 
capital, the chief, and he might say the 
only city in the proposed Province of Man- 
itoba, was not more than sixty miles dis- 
tant from La Prairie. There was every 
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new Province, and no good reason, what- 
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other parties besides 


ever that they should be excluded. The | priests, who had no mean share in instiga- 


idea of excluding them was preposterous. 
The exclusion of an English speaking set- 
. tlement so near the chief city—the capital, 
in fact, of the new Government—could not 
be carried into effect without causing re- 
mark and suggesting the inference “that 
there were other reasons besides those al- 
leged for so short-sighted a proceeding. 
The cutting off of these people was not a 
mere temporary expedient, but an arrange- 
ment which might last for years. In his 
opinion, all the settlements should be in- 
cluded in the new Province. At Portage 
La Praivie there were 3,000 settlers, and 
at the posts there were 200 settlers at the 
lowest computation. These should all 
come within, and be included in the 
Province of Manitoba. Setting that mat- 
ter aside for the moment, he might fur- 
ther be permitted to remark that there 
seemed to him to be no necessity for a 
Legislature with two Chambers—an Upper 
and a Lower House—for 11,000 people— 
the balance of the whole ‘population of 
15,000, when La Prairie and the posts were 
left out of the question. Indeed, he very 
much doubted whether this House had 
authority under the Act of Confederation, 
to constitute an Upper Chamber. There 
did not seem to him to be the slightest 
necessity for two Houses, and he could not 
conceive it to be possible that two Sen- 
ators should be permitted to so very few 
people as their representatives in the 
Upper House of the Dominion Parliament. 
The new Province, in his opinion ought to 
embrace far wider limits than was intended, 
and, without the power of attaining his 
wishes in this respect, he could not resist 
the temptation of giving expression to his 
views upon what seemed to him to bea 
very important matter. There was one 
other matter to which he would allude 
before sitting down. . Heretofore, 
in all his transactions, he had always found 
the Hon. Minister of Militia liberal towards 
the whole English speaking race, and he 
(Mr. Ferguson) had never failed to defend 
him—and that too, at atime when his 
name did not stand’ so high in Ontario as 
it now does, when he was attacked. He 
admired the honourable gentleman for his 
undoubted pluck, public spirit and liberal- 
ity, and only regretted that he could not 
now go so fully along with him in this 
measure aS he could have desired. He 
had no hesitation in remarking further 
that he had, on excellent authority, ascer- 
tained that the origin of the outbreak was 
not attributable, as had been alleged, alto- 
gether to priestly influence. There were 
possibly some priests, who had from mis- 
taken motives, taken part in the resistance 


Mr, Ferguson. 


ting the outbreak. He certainly trusted: 
that the Bill was open to amendment, as 
unless it were so open, he could not afford 
to give it his support. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill, of course, was open to amend- 
ment. 


Mr. FERGUSON hoped that it might b 
so arhended as to include the Portage La 
Prairie in the new Province, 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne) had found 
it impossible to agree up to the present 
moment, with the Government on the 
North West imbroglio. He had always 
thought that the Government had made a 
great mistake in not consulting the inhab- 
itants of the Territori ies; in not taking the 
advice of persons of standing, who would 
have been most happy to tender advice if 
required. He had not one word to dis- 
avow in all he had said on this question, 
and had remarked with pleasure some 
time ago, that the Hon. Minister of Militia 
had manfully admitted himself, that the 
Government had been mistaken as to the 
nature of the Government existing in the 
Red River settlements, or the sentiments 
of its inhabitants, thereby admitting what 
he (Mr. Mass son) had contended for, 
that the rules of common prudence had 
been disregarded. He had always thought 
one of the greatest faults of the Govern- 
ment had been the nomination of the Hon. 
Mr. Macdougall as Lieutenant Governor. 
He was sure that there was many an Eng- 
lishman, both in the House, and in the 
country, who by their liberal turn of mind, 
would have been most acceptable to the 
population. ‘The hon. member for North 
Lanark had this evening by his attack on 
the Catholic clergy fully justified the opin- 
ion that no worse nomination could be 
made to govern a people composed of men 
of different religion and races. He (the 
member for North Lanark) had found fault 
with the Government for having granted a 
liberal representative Government to the 
new Province. The accusation came most 
singularly from a member of the great lib- 
eral party of Ontario and would be resented 
by all men in the country, who believed in 
liberal institutions. The accusation came 
badly from a gentleman belonging to the 
then small Province of Upper Canada, 
which had obtained representative institu- 
tions when only inhabited by a few thousand 
people. He(Mr. Masson) was grieved to 
hear the member from North Lanark at- 
tacking the Roman Catholic clergy at this 
very moment, when it is perfectly well 
known that the pacification of the Red 
River was due to the untiring efforts of the 
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Right Rey. Bishop Tache, a most patriotic, 
able and liberal minded gentleman, who 
had, by his loyal influence, induced 
Riel and his followers to hoist the 
English flag on the bastions of Fort Garry, 
and had it saluted by the guns of the Fort. 
It would be seen in the Globe newspaper 
that Bishop Tache had succeeded in paci- 
fying men who had always thought that 
their political rights had been wilfully dis- 
regarded and had quieted and brought to 
submission men who had taken from their 
fathers those principles of liberty, of 
which the two great races inhabiting this 
country are so proud, and the instincts of 
freedom of the wild men ofthe desert. The 
member for North Lanark had charged the 
Government with being the cause of the 
disasters which occurred in the North West, 
and responsible for all damages done. 
He (Mr. Masson) was of opinion that the 
Government were not blameless in this 
matter; he held them responsible for a 
great part of the mischief done, but it did 
not come well from the member to charge 
them with it, when it was known that his 
unfortunate and unauthorized proclama- 
tion had more to do with the continuance 
of the disturbance, than the mistakes of 
the Government. Had his proclamation 
been acted upon, he would have been re- 
sponsible for the lives and property of Her 
Majesty’s subjects, and the weight of dam- 
ages done would have been still greater 
and told more heavily on_ those, 
and whoever they may be, who will 
be obliged to pay the indemnity. As 
to the measure he (Mr. Masson] thought 
it was a liberal minded measure so far, and 
would be considered by the people of Red 
River as an atonement for their disre- 
garded rights. He would not now exam- 
ine the question of the expedition further 
than to state that he thought every mem- 
ber of the House felt that the Imperial Gov- 
ernment had not dealt fairly with us, and 
our Government in the proportion they 
assumed of the expenditure required for 
that expedition, when it was considered that 
the country had never been ours. He 
would support the Bill as a whole with all 
reserves as to the expediency of the ex- 
pedition, and our share ofthe contribution. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said the discussion 
might be carried out on some of the ques- 
tions that had arisen during the debate. 
He could not-expect to be entirely silent 
on the subject of the North West, and 
strange criticisms and remarks had been 
passedon him. With regard to the charge 
made against the Government that they 
acted dishonourably in not paying the 
£300,000 for the possession of the coun. 
try. Ifthey had paid that money, under 
the circumstances, was it likely that they 
should have got possession of the Terri- 
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tory ? He wondered what would have been 
said if the money had been paid and ‘they 
had lost the Territory too. He would have 
liked to hear the member for Lambton 
speak on that if it had occurred, at the fol- 
lowing Session. They had some reason to 
apprehend that not being well satisfied 
with the transfer of the Territory there 
was some uneasiness among the em- 
ployees of the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
Would they have to pay over that money 
to strengthen the hands of those men? No, 
they paused in their action. They raised 
the money, put it in deposit, and ina few 
days they had a strong confirmation of 
the wisdom of thei proceedings in the 
telegrams from Hon. Mr. Macdougall re- 
lating that disturbances had taken place 
and showing the want of action of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, ascribing it to the 
weakness and imbecility of the Governor. 
There was evidence of the weakness of the 
Company furnished to them on the 13th of 
November, and he putit to the hon. gey- 
tleman, that matter not being cleared up 
during the whole winter, whether they 
would not have incurred grave responsibi- 
ties? (hear, hear). The Company wou d 
have said we have got the money and 
there is nothing for us to do in the 
matter of preserving peace, let us 
leave it entirely to the Government of 
Canada. They, therefore,, did not pay 
and were there to answer for it. The posi- 
tion if they had paid the money would have 
resulted in circumstances which would 
have merited the application, to them of 
being worse than absurd. They would. 
have been in a position of having nominal 
authority and possession of a country for 
the whole winter, in which they could not 
place their foot. They threw the respon- 
sibility on the Hudson Bay Company and 
the Imperial Government. They wisely 
held on to the money, that was the first 
point, (laughter). He did not think that 
the honour of the country had been tarn- 
ished by that action. If the British Gov- 
ernment did not come to maintain their 
power in this territory it was a very differ- 
ent course to that which he had always 
associated with the name of Great Britain. 
If that ancient empire was to be held to- 
gether, if the loyalty of the country’s in- 
habitants was to be maintained, this was 
not the course to be adopted. The spirit 
with which the British people met the 
Abyssinian outlay gave strength and pres- 
tige to the present expedition. It was 
something to have the Queen’s authority 
for passing out of our own limits to that 
country where we expect to have our 
power maintained and enforced in the fu- 
ture. Iffromany cause the Queen’s Goy- 
ernment were to refuse to participate in 
this expedition of peace, he would not like 
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to advise the people of Canada to embark 
init. The Hon. Mr. McDougall seemed to 
throw on the Government the whole 
blame. He (Hon. Mr. Howe) had been in 
the Territory for several days without 
knowing that there was a danger of insur- 
rection; but the blame rested on the Hon. 
Mr. McDougallas Minister of Public Works, 
who had constant communication with his 
employees in that country, and yet did 
not inform him (Hon. Mr. Howe) in the 
fall that there was a danger of insurrec- 
tion in the Province. Mr. Snow was there 
fifteen months, but did not say anything 
about it, and Colonel Dennis, who 
started in August, and was selected by 
Hon. Mr. McDougall, and was responsible 
to Mr. McDougall, but neither of them 
had given the slightest intimation that 
there was to be any conflict or any serious 
interruption to the progress of the Cana- 
dian Government. And yet he was ex- 
pected to find it out in a single day. The 
inhabitants were not savages. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—Hear, hear. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE said the intelligence 
of the people was remarkable. The 
Bishop of Rupert’s Land invited him 
to come to his house, and he found him 
a prelate of the highest character and in- 
telligence, and his second man a hard 
headed Scotchman (laughter). They had 
Sabbath and day schools. He crossed the 
river and found in the Catholic diocese of 
St. Maurice the same intelligence and 
beautiful structures. He did not like the 
term half-breed, but they were told that 
because of that they were to be crushed 
down. 


Hon. 
that ? 

Hon. Mr. HOWE—I don’t know, but we 
will assume that the idea is in some one’s 
head, and is deserving of being crushed 
out. He thought at the time of the 
Norman Conquest that the English were 
half-breeds, but out of these mixtures 
came the noblest breeds. With regard to 
the system of two Chambers, as an indivi- 
dual member of the Government he would 
prefer a single Chamber if the people de- 
sired it; but in giving them two Chambers 
they were only giving them what was 
given to every British Colony, and would 
give the people of Manitoba no cause of 
complaint. Of course the Lecal Legisla- 
ture would have power to do away with one 
Chamber if they did not want it. He 
would not undertake to say that perhaps 
two or three priests had not aided in the 
insurrection; but supposing that was so, 
the plain duty of the Goverment was to do 
what was right irrespective of the conduct 
of two or three priests. Let us not mar the 
glorious work of founding a Province, 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 


Province of 


Mr. McDOUGALL— Who = said 


[COMMONS|] 


Manitoba. 1316 
which would one day be an honour to the 
Empire, by any reference to each other's 
religion (hear, hear). The hon. gentle- 
man went on to defend the appointment 
of Captain Cameron, and intimated that 
had he owned or controlled a newspaper 
his conduct would have been regarded in 
a different light. With regard to the 
claims of the loyalists, he would state that 
this Government and Parliament might be 
trusted to do justice in a matter of this 
kind. All claims would have to be inves- 
tigated before they were considered. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said the Hon. 
Secretary of State endeavoured to shield 
himself from the just indignation of the 
country, by throwing the blame upon Col. 
Dennis and himself. He would admit 
that the Government had no information, 
when he was appointed, of a threatened 
uprising against the authority of the Cana- 
dian Government. On the contrary the 
Government had an interview with Gov- 
ernor McTavish not long before his ap- 
pointment, axd he gave no hint of any 
prospect of trouble. But when the Secre- 
tary of State went to Red River there was 
trouble exhibited, but yet he did nothing to 
allay it, but on the contrary had told them 
that they were right in resisting entrance 
to the coming Government, and he charged 
that hon. gentleman with being the chief 
instrument in the whole matter resulting 
so seriously. He had informed the people, 
in effect, that they had only to do as Nova 
Scotia did and they would succeed. The 
rebellion would have been a mere trifling 
affair had it not been sustained by the ad- 
vice and recommendation of the Secretary 
of State. These facts he could prove be- 
fore a Committee of the House, if one were 
appointed. With regard to his own con- 
duct, he held that he was justified in assu- 
ming that the day agreed upon for thetrans- 
fer, the transfer would take place, and that 


| his commission would come into effect. But 


he discovered, a few days after the first of 
December, from a paragraph in a newspa- 
per, which was the first intimation he had 
that the Government had failed to keep 
their promise, and that the money would 
not be paid over. Why was not a messen- 
ger sent to him to inform him of the inten- 
tion of the Government to break up the 
arrangement with the Imperial Govern- 
ment? With regard to the despatch of 
the Secretary of State to him, about which 
so much had been said, he would take this 
opportunity of rep)ying as he had never 


done, it being understood that it 
would not be laid on _ the table 
along with the other papers. He ex- 


plained that at the time the proclamation 
was to be issued, the loyal people were 
ready to admit him, were anxious in fact 
for him to come, and under the circum- 
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stances he felt he had a right to assume should be given in the Dominion Parlia- 
that the royal proclamation had been is-| 


2 ment, and, therefore, he had put it in 
sued. Acting on that assumption he sent | the original Constitution—so representa. 
Col. ‘Dennis ahead, but as Riel had pro-| tion was provided for in the present Bill. 
mised that'he only wanted the rights of! It would be hopeless to expect that free- 


the people, Col. Dennis, acting on the} men would consent to be united to Canada 
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advice of leading men, had decided not to 
keep the peoplein arms. He (Mr. McDou- 
gall) admitted he had no authority to act, 
but how was he to know? It was absurd 
to say that the Hudson Bay Company 
should have maintained order as they were 
in a moribund state of existence. With 
regard to the remarks ofthe Minister of 
Finance, he contended that the action of 
Col. Dennis had not the effect of prolong-- 
ing the rebellion. The insurgents had 
their plans all laid, and were determined 
to carry them under all circumstances. He 
was not disposed to accept any more than 
his share of blame in the matter. He acted 
faithfully with the Government, and he 
never fora moment dreamed that they 
would go back from the agreement they 
had entered imto. He believed that if 
Bishop Tache, when he returned had ex- 
erted his full authority to induce the fol- 
lowers of Riel to return to their homes, 
Riel would not have a Corporal’s guard 
left tosustain him. He referred to the 
recommendations of Mr. D. Smith that a 
force should be sent to keep the Indians 
quiet, and characterized it as a libel on 
the Indians, who were thoroughly loyal to 
the British Crown. Referring to the Bill, 
he hoped the boundaries would be chang- 
ed so as to include the country lying be- 
tween the Red River and Lake Superior, 
and also the English settlement of Port- 
age la Prairie. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU replied to the 
remarks of the member for North Lanark, 
that Quebec was on the verge of bank- 
ruptecy owing to the burden of the two 
Chambers. He asserted that Quebec had 
a balance on hand of $500,000, and ex- 
plained the different position Quebec occu- 
pied to that of Ontario. He went on to 
argue that half-breeds were not an inferior 
race, and contended that no proof had 
been produced of the charges against the 
Roman Catholic priesthood that they had 
fomented the insurrection. He proceeded 
to criticize at length the action of the 
member for North Lanark in the North 
West, and the despatches and subsequent 
conduct of that hon. gentleman. 


Mr. MILLS asked if the Dominion Gov- 
ernment would retain the right to appoint 
Senators from Red River, or would that 
right be left to the Local Government. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
it was impossible at the time the address 
was passed for the admission of Ru- 
pert’s Land, to know what representation 


without a representation in the Canadian 
Parliament being provided for. Hence the 
necessity for such a provision in that Bill. 
Heregretted the nature of the discussion 
that had taken place with regard to the 
principles and details of the Bill. Gov- 
ernment would be glad to have full and 
free discussion. He hoped that the hon. 
gentlemen in ventilating their private 
grievances would take care not to use any 
expression that would throw any obstruc- 
tion in their way, expressions which would 
be reported in the North West ; that they 
would take care that by throwing words 
across the floor of the House they did 
not wound the sensibilities of a high 
minded and jealous people. With regard 
to the question of boundary and the size 
of the new Province, the Government 
would fully consider it, but he considered. 
it would be injudicious to have a large 
province which would have control over 
lands, and might interfere with the gener- 
al policy of the Government in opening up 
communication to the Pacific, besides the 
land legislation of the Province might be 
obstruct.ve to emigration. All that vast 
Territory should be for purposes of settle- 
ment under one control, and that the Do- 
minion Legislature. Another consideration 
was that by obtaming the control of these 
lands they would be able to obtain me ins by 
which they would be in a position to ob-- 
tain repryment of the disbursement ofthe 
£300,000 for the purchase and of the ex- 
penditure which they might be hereafter 
put to. The expense would be defrayed 
by that means instead of being charged. 
against the people of the Provinces of On- 
tario, Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Bruns- 
wick (hear). Thit could be done, how- 
ever, only by carrying out that policy of 
keeping the control of the lands of the 
country, and that they had determined to: 
do. ‘The Government thought it was a 
wise policy that the limits of the Province 
should not be too large. These considera- 
tions, however, they would place more 
strongly on the judgment and discretion 
of the House on the second reading. 


Mr. STIRTON asked if the Minister of 
Justice had any authority for the state- 
ment that the people of Portage la Praire 
desired to be left out of the new Province ? 

Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he had, and would give it to-morrow if he 
obtained permission. 

Mr. STIRTON said some of the people 
settled there had gone from his neigh- 
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bourhood, and he happened to know that; with them should be faithfully carried out, 
there sentiments did not bear out the as-| There was an apprehension that under 
sertion of the hon. gentleman. He (Mr.| the pretence of confirming grants made 
Stirton) thought one objection to the| by the Hudson Bay Company, large blocks 
ereaton of small Provinces was that it in-| of land might find their way into the hands 
volved farther increase in the number of | of certain corporations and thus be locked 
Cabinet Ministers, so as to give them all|jup and withheld from settlement. He 
representation in the Privy Council. He | confessed the explanations of the Minister 
also objected to leaving a large area of | of Justice had not satisfied him on this 
Territory between Lake Superior and Red} point. - 


River without any organizition. It would) won gir JOHN A. M ACDONALD said 
beasort ofno man’s land, belonging neither | the reservation of 1,200,000 acres which 


to the Province of Ontario nor Manitoba, | i, Was proposed to place under th rontrol 
and would probably become the refuge of | ¢¢ LHS OR senon ris not for tien phepose 
every outlaw in nah aed aah mae | of buying out the full blooded Indians and 
source of constant trouble an culty. | oxtinguishing their titles. There were 
Mr. MACKENZIE said he was not in-| very few such Indians remaining in the 
clined tosubmit to the exclusion of the| Province, but such as there were they 
Portage La Prairie country from the new | would be distinctly under the guardian- 
Province; and unless the Government | ship of the Dominion Government. The 
yielded upon that point, he would offer an | main representatives of the original tribes 
amendment on the second reading. He| were their descendants, the half-breeds, 
also objected to the smallness of the Pro-| and the best way of dealing with them was 
vince, and said, if the whole of the fertile | the same as United Empire loyalists had 
belt were to be cut up in that way, it | been dealt with, namely giving small grants 
would make some twenty or thirty Provin- | of land for them and their children. That 
ces. He demanded that the Government | was the answer he had to give to his hon. 
should bring down further information | friend. 
upon the subject, so that the House might} In reply to Mr. RYMAL, 


be able to discuss it intelligently, with the: ‘ 
aid of all the facts which hive enabled the | Hon. Mr. HOWE said that the Gov- 
ernment only knew that the prisoners were 


7vovernment to form the conclusions it had : 
aeched ali released, the mails were free, the coun- 
: : try was open, and the Hudson Bay Com- 


Dr. GRANT said it would wound the had } Huthet 
sensibilities of the people at Portage La ere seg encaaavomert tate errno tse Fo: 


Prairie if they were excluded, and he urged 
the Government to reconsider its conclu- In further reply to Mr. Rymal. 


sion on thad point. Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said no writ 
Hon. Mr WOOD said the general features | had been issued against Riel; the proper 
of the measure met his approval; but| power to arrest Riel was the Imperial 
there was one point to which the attention | Power. It was with her and her only that 
of the Government, it seemed: to him, had | steps could be taken. If any offenders 
not been sufficiently directed, and that} are brought within the bounds of Canada, 
was the care and guardianship of the Indi- | they had to be tried. They could not have 
an tribes. He referred to thelaws which | any ex post facto jurisdiction. 
had been passed in Canada with regard to 
§Indian annuities, which were now placed 
upon the civil lists in obedience to the re- 
quirements of the Imperial Government, 
and asked if the Minisier of Justice had 
stated that 1,200,000 acres of land were to 
be reserved and placed at the disposal of 
the Local Government of the Province for| Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said if there 
the extinction of the Indian titles. Now he | was a prisoner in Newfoundland at Confe- 
(Hon. Mr. Wood) wanted to know if the deration he would be tried under the same . 
Government proposed to entrust to this | laws as he was taken into custody under. 
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exercise of the functions of a Government, : 
the pryment of the Indian annuities, ogee sie, -: water mows be recast 
which would have to be made for the pur. | #4ver the discussion that night : 


pose of extinguishing those Indian titles, Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 

or did the Dominion Government intend | the Bill was drafted and complete. 

to retainin its own hands the power of 
dealing with those Indians and seeing 

' whether contracts orundertakings, made Second time to morrow. 


Mr Stirton. 


Mr. MILLS asked if the prisoners were 
in confinement would they be set free 
therefore on the transfer to this Govern- 
ment, and whether crimes committed an- 
terior to the transfer would not be subject 
to punishment according to law. 


The Bill was read a first time. 
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An Act to amend and continue the Act 
32 and 33 Victoria chapter 3, and to 


. establish and provide for the Govern- 
. 


Whereas it is probable that Her Majesty 
the Queen may, pursuant to the ‘British 
North Americ. Act of 1867,” be pleased to 
admit Rupert’s Land and the North-West- 
ern Territory into the Union or Dominion 
of Canada, before the next Session of the 
Parliament of Canada : 


And whereas it is expedient to prepare 
for the transfer of the said Territories to 
the Government of Canada at the time 
appointed by the Queen for such admis- 
sion. 

And Whereas it is expedient also to 
provide for the organization of part of the 
said Territories into a Province,and for the 
establishment of a Government therefor, 
and to make provision for the Civil Gov. 
ernment of the remaining part of the said 
Territories, not included within the limits 
of the Province: 

Therefore Her Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate and 
House of Commons of Canada. enacts as 
follows : 


1. On, from and after the day upon 
which the Queen, by and with the advice 
and. consent of Her Majesty’s Most Hon. 
orable Privy Council, under the authority 
of the 146th Seetion of the British North 
America Act, 1867, shall, by Order in 
Council in that behalf, admit Rupert’s 
Land and the North Western Territory into 
the Union or Dominion of Canada, there 
shall be formed out of the same, a Pro- 
vince which shall be one of the Provinces 
of the Dominion of Canada, and which 
shall be called the Province of Manitoba 
and be bounde 1 as follows : that is to say, 
commencing atthe point where the 
meridian of ninety-six degrees west long- 
itude from Greenwich intersects the par- 
allel of forty-nine degrees north latitude, 
thence due west along said parallel of 
forty-nine degrees north latitude (which 
forms a portion ofthe boundary line be- 
tween the United Stages of America and 
the said North Western Territory) to the 
meridian of ninety-nine degrees of west 
longitude, then due norjh along said me- 
ridian of ninety-nine degrees west long- 
itude to the intersection of the same with 
the parallel of fifty degrees and thirty 
minutes north latitude,—thence due east 
along said parallel of fifty degrees and 
thirty minutes north latitude to its inter- 
section with the before-mentioned meridi- 
an of the ninety-six degrees west longitude, 
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thence due south along said meridian 
of ninety-six degrees west longitude te 
the place of beginning. 

2. On, from and after the siid day om 
which the Order of the Queen in Council 
shall issue as aforesaid, the provisiong of 
the British North America Act, 1867, shall, 
except those parts thereof which are in 
terms made, or, by reasonable intend- 
ment, may be held to be specially appli- 
cable to, or only to affect one or more, but 
not the whole of the Provinces now com- 
posing the Dominion, and except so far as 
the same may be varied by this Act, be 
applicable to the Province of Manitoba, in 
the same way, and to the like extent as 
they apply to the several Provinces of 
Canada and as if the Province of Manitoba, 
had been one of the Provinces orig nally 


‘united by the said Act. 


3. The said Province shall be repre- 
sented in the Senate by two members. — 
until it shall have, according to decennial 


census, a population of fifty thousand 


souls, and from thenceforth it shall be re- 
presented therein by three mem 
bers until it shall have, according to 


| decennial census, a population of seventy- 


five thousand souls, and from thenceforth 
it shall be represented therein ‘by four 
members. 


4, The said Province shall be repre- 
the first. instance. in 
ef Commons by four 


the House 


‘members, and for thit purpose shall be 


divided by proclamation of . the Governor 
General, into four Electoral Districts, each 


}of which shall be representéd by one 
rmember; provided that on the comple- 


tion of the census in the year 1881 and of 
each decenniil census afterwards, the re- 
presentation of the said Province shall be 
re-adjusted according to the provision of 
the fifty-tirst section of the British North 
America Act, 1867. 


.5. Untl the Parliament of Canada other- 


| wise provides, the qualification of voters 


at elections of members of the House of 
Commons shall be the same as for the 
Legislative Assembly hereinafter men- 
tioned; and no person shill be qualitied 
to be elected to sit and vote as a member 
for any Electoral District unless he is a 
duly qualified voter within the said 
Province. 


6. For the said Province there shall be 
an officer styled the Lieutenant Govern- 
or, appointed by the Governor General in 
Council, by instrument under the Great 
Seal of Canada. 


7. The Executive Council of the Pro- 
vince shall be composed of such persons, 
and under such designations, as the Lieu« 
tenant Genernor shall from time to time, 
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think fit, and, in the first instance of not 
more than five persons. 

8 Unless and until the Executive Govern- 
ment of the Province otherwise direct, the 
seat of Government of the same shall be 
at Fort Garry, or within one mile thereof. 


9. There shall be a Legislature for the 
Province, consisting of the Lieutenant 
Governor, and of two houses styled respec- 
tively the Legislative Council of Manito- 
ba, and the Legislative Assembly of Mani- 
toba. 

10 The Legislative Council shall in the 
first instance be composed of seven mem- 
bers. and after the expiration of four 
years from the time of the first appoint- 
ment of such seven members, may be in- 
creased to not more than twelve members. 
Every member ofthe Legislative Council 
shall be appointed by the Lieutenant 
Governor inthe Queen’s name by In. 
strument under the Great Seal of Manito- 
ba, and shall hold office for the term of 
his life, unless and until the Legislature 
of Manitoba otherwise provides under the 

‘British North America Act, 1867. 

ll. The Lieutenant-Governor may, from 
time to time, by instrument under the 
Great Seal, appoint a Member of the Le- 
gislative Council to be Speaker thereof, 
and may remove him and appoint another 

- in his stead. 


12. Until the Legislature of the Pro- 
vince otherwise provides, the presence ef 
a majority of the whole number of the Le- 
gislative Council, including the Speaker, 
shall be necessary to constitute a meeting 
for the exercise of its powers. 


13.—Questions arising in the Legislative 
Council shall be decided by a majority of 
voices, and the Speaker shall, ia all cases, 
have a vote, and when the voices are equal, 
the decision shall be deemed to be in the 
negative. 


14. The Legislative Assembly shall be 
‘composed of twenty-four Members, to be 
‘elected to represent the Electoral Divisions 
into which the said Province may be divi- 
ded by the Lieutenant-Governor as herein- 
after mentioned. 


15. The lLieutenint-Governor — shall, 
(within six months of the date of the Or- 
der of Her Majesty in Council, admitting 
Rupert’s Land and the North Western 
Territory into the Union,) by Proclamation 
under the Great Seal, divide the said Pro- 
vince into twenty-four Electoral Divisions, 
due regard be:ng had to existing Local Di- 
visions and population. 

16. Kvery male person shall be entitled 
to vote for a Member to serve in the Legis- 
lative Assembly for any Electoral Division, 
who is qualified as follows; thit is to say, 
- if he is:— 
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1. Of the full age of twenty-one years, 
and not subject to any legal incapacity. 

2. A Subject of Her Majesty by birth or 
naturalization. 

3. Anda bona fice householder within the 
Electoral Division at the date of the Writ 
of Election for the same, and has been a 
bona fide householder for one year nextjbe- 
fore the said date. 

17. Every Legislative Assembly shall 
ecntinue for four years from the date of the 
return of the writs for returning the same, 
(subject, nevertheless, to being sooner 
dissolved by the Lieutenant-Governor, ) and 
no longer. 

18. There shall be a Session of the Legis- 
lature once at least in every year, so that 
twelve months shall not intervene between 
the last sitting of the Legislature in one 
Session, and its first sitting in the next 
Session. ; 

19. The following provisions of the Bri- 
tish North America Act, 1867, respecting 
the House of Commons of Canada. shall 
extend and apply to the Legislative As- 
sembly that is to say :—Provisions relating 
to the election ofa Speaker, originally, 
and on vacancies—the duties of the 
Speaker,—the absence of the Speaker and 
the mode of voting, as if those Provisions 
were here re-enacted, and made applica- 
ble in terms tothe Legislative Assem- 
bly. 

20. In and for the Province, the said 
Legislature may exclusively make Laws in 
relation to education, subject and accord- 
ing tothe follow provisions. 


(1.) Nothing in any such Law shall pre- 
judicially affect any right or privilege with 
respect to Denominational Schools which 
any class of persons have by Law or prac- 
tice in the Province at the Union :— 


(2.) An appeal shall lie to the Governor 
General in Council from any Act or decision 
of the Legislature of the Province, or of 
any Provincial authority affecting any right 
or privilege of the Protestant or Roman 
Catholic minority of the Queen’s Subjects 
in relation to education. 


(3.) In case any such Provincial Law as 
from time to time seems to the Governor 
General in Council requisite for the due 
execution of the provisions of this Section 
is not made, or in ca8e any decision of the 
Governor General in Council onany appeal 
under this Section is not duly executed by 
the proper Provincial authority in that be- 
half, then, and in every such case, and as 
far only as the circumstances of each case 
require, the Parliament of Canada may 
make remedial laws for the due execution 
of the provisions of this Section, and of any 
decision of the Governor General in Coun- 
cil under this Section. 
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25. The Customs’ duties now by law 


guage may be used by any person, in the | chargeable in Rupert’s Land, shall be. con- 


Debates of the Houses of the Legislature, 
and both those Languages shall be used in 
the respective Records and Journals of 
those Houses, and either of those Lan- 
guages may be used by any person 
or in any Pleading or Process in, or 
issuing from any Court of Canada 
established under the British North Amer- 
ica Act, 1867, or in or from all or any of 
the Courts of the Province. The Acts of 
the Legislature shall be printed and pub- 
lished in both those Languages. 


[N. B.—The Clauses from 22 to 30, inclusive, 
are to be introduced by Resolution, aud do 
not form part of this Bill.] 

22. Inasmuch as the Province is not in 
debt, the said Province shall be entitled to 
be paid, and to receive from the Govern- 
ment of Canada, by half-yearly payments 
in advance, interest at the rate of five per 
centum per annum on the sum of four 
hundred and seventy-two thousand and 
ninety dollars. 

23. The sum of Thirty Thousand dollars 
shall be paid yearly by Canada to the Pro- 
vince for the support of its Government 
and Legislature, and an annual grant, in 
aid of the said Province, shall be made, 
equal to Eighty cents per head of the Po- 
pulation, estimated at seventeen thousand 
souls; and such grant of Kighty cents per 
head shall be augmented in proportion to 
the increase of population, as may be 
shown by the census that shall be taken 
thereof, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty-one, and by each sub- 
sequent decennial census, until its popula- 
tion amounts to four hundred thousand 
souls, at which amount such grant shall re- 
main thereafter, and such sum shall be in 
full settlement of all future demands on 
Canada, and shall be paid half-yearly, in 
advance, to the said Provinces. 


24, Canada will assume and defray the | 


éharges for the following services :— 
1. Salary of the Lieutenant Governor. 


2. Salaries and allowances of the Judges 
of the Superior and District or County 
Courts. 

3. Charges in respect of the Department 
of the Customs. 

4, Postal Department. 

5. Protection of Fisheries. 

6. Militia. 

7. Geological Survey. 

8. The Penitentiary. 

9. And such further charges as may be 
incident to, and connected with the ser- 


vices which by the British North America | 


Act, 1867, appertain to the Government, 
and as are, or may be allowed to the other 
Provinces. 


tinued without increase for the period of 
three years from and after the passing of 
this Act. 

26. All ungranted or waste lands in the 
Province shall be, from and after the date 
of the said transfer, vested in the Crown, 
and administered by the Government of 
Canada for the purposes of the Dominion, 
subject to and except and so far as the 
same may beaffected by the conditions 
and stipulations contained in the agree- 
ment for the surrender of Rupert’s Land 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company to Her 
Majesty. 

| 27. And whereas it is expedient towards 
the extinguishment of the Indian Title to 
the lands in the Province, to appropriate 
a portion of such ungranted lands to the 
extent of one million four hundred thous- 
and acres thereof, for the benefit of the 
families of the half-breed residents, it is 
hereby enacted, that under regulations to 
be from time to time made by the Governor 
General in Council, the Lieutenant Governor 
shall select such lots or tracts in such parts 
ofthe Province as he may deem expedi- 
ent, to the extent aforesaid, and divide the 
same among the children of the half-breed 
heads of families, residing in the Province 
at the time of the said transfer to Canada, 
and the same shall be granted to the said 
children respectively, in such mode and on 
such condition as to settlement and other- 
wise, as the Governor General in Council 
may from time to time determine. 


28. For the quieting of titles, and as- 
suring to the settlers in the Province the 
peaceable possession of the lands now held 
by them, it is enacted as follows ;— 


1. All grants of land in freehold made 
by the Hudson’s Bay Company prior to the 
transfer to Canada, shall, if required by 
the owner, be confirmed by grant from 
the Crown. 


2. All grants of estates less than free- 
hold in land made by the Hudson’s Bay 
Company prior to the transfer to Canada, 
shall, if required by the owner be convert- 
ed into an estate in freehold by grant 
from the Crown. 


3. All titles by occupancy with the sanc- 
tion and under the licence and authority 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company prior to the 
transfer to Canada, of land in that part of 
the Province in which the Indian title has 
been extinguished, shall, if required by 
the owner, be converted into an estate in 
freehold by grant from the Crown. 


4, All persons in peaceable possession 
of tracts of land at the time of the said 
transfer, in those parts of the Province in 
which the Indian Title has not been ex- 
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tinguished, shall have the right of pre-| destruction of property by the insurgents 


emption of the same, on such terms and 
conditions as may be determined by the 
Governor in Council. 


5. The Lieutenant Governor is hereby 
anthorized, under regulations to be made 
from time to time by the Governor Gen- 
eral in Council, to make all such provisions 
for ascertaining and adjusting, on fair and 
equitable terms, the rights of Common, 
and rights of cutting Hay held and enjoy- 
ed by the settlers in the Province, and for 
the commutation of the same by grants 
of Jand from the Crown. 

29. The Governor General in Council 
shall from time to time settle and appoint 
the mode and form of Grants of Land 
from the Crown, and any Order in Council 
for that purpose when published in the 
Canada Gazette, shall have the same force 
and effect as if it were a portion of this 
Act. 

30. Nothing in this Act shall in any way 
prejudice or affect the rights or properties 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company, as con- 
tained in the conditions under which that 
Company surrendered Rupert's Land to 
Her Majesty. 

31. And with respect to such portion of 
Rupert's Land and the North Western 
Territory, as is not included in the Prov- 
ince of Manitoba, it is hereby enacted, 
that the Lieutenant-Governor of the said 
Province shall be appointed, by commiss- 
ion under the Great Seal of Canada, to be 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the same, 
under the name of the North West Terri- 
tories, and subject to the provisions of the 
Act in the next Section mentioned. 

32. Exceptas hereinbefore is enacted 
and provided, the Act of the Parliament 
of Canada, passed in the now last Session 
thereof, and entitled ‘An Act for the tem- 
porary Government of Rupert’s Land, and 


in the North West. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
there had been no formal applications, but 
they had heard statements made of such 
losses. 

Mr. MIULS asked if the Hudson's Bay 
Company had made any such claim ? 

Hon. Sir. JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
No. 

POSTAL RATES. 

Mr. BOWMAN asked why postage rates 
on papers to Germany had been raised 
from 6c to 9c, while postage on letters had 
been reduced, and whether it was the in- 
tention of the Government to correct this 
anomaly ? 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said the arrange- 
ment rested with the Imperial Govern- 
ment. The matter, however, was still in 
abeyance. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS gave notice 
of a resolution relating to supperannua- 
tion. 

The House then adjourned at 11:55 p.m. 


SENATE. 
Ottawa, May 2, 1870. 
SYNOD, CHURCH OF ENGLAND. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o'clock. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN, from the Commit 
tee on Standing Orders and Private Bills; 
reported favourably on the Bill intituled : 
“An Act to extend the operation of the 
Act of the Legislature of the late Province 


the North Western Territory when united | of Canada, 19 and 20 Victoria, chapter 141, 
with Canada,’ is hereby re-enacted, eX-| concerning the Synod of the Church of 


tended and continued in force until the 
first day of January, 1871, and untill the 
end of the Session of Parliament then 
next succeeding. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE then laid on the table 
the report of Father Thibault’s mission. 


POST OFFICE REPORT. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD laid on 
the table the report ofthe Postmaster-Ge- 
neral for 1869. (Hear.) 


DAMAGE TO PROPERTY, NORTH WEST. 


Mr. MILLIS asked if any application had 
been made to the Government on behalf 
of any person or persons on account of 
losses sustained by him or them from the 


Bill. 


England in Canada, to the Province of 
Nova Scotia.”’ 


On motion of Hon. Mr. BOURINOT, it 
was ordered that the Bill be read a third 
| time, and finally passed. 


ST. JOHN POLICE. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL introduce.i a Bilf 
intituled : ‘‘An Act to revive and make 
permanent certain Acts and parts of Acts 
of the Legislature of the Province of New 
Brunswick, relative to the police force in 
the parish of Portland in the city and 
county of St. John.” 


The Bill was read the first time. 
A message was brought from the House 


| of Commons with the following Bills : 
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An Act to amend the Act respecting 
the security to be given by officers of 
Canada. 

An Act to amend the Act for the bet- 
ter preservation of the peace in the vicinity 
of public works. ! 

An Act to incorporate the Quebec and 
New Brunswick Railway Company was read 
a second time, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail- 
ways. 

The twelfth report of the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing was adopted. 

A message was brought from the House 
of Commons by their clerk, with a Bill in- 
tituled : An Act to amend and extend the 
Act to provide means for improving the 
harbours and channels at certain ports in 
the Provinces of the Dominion, to which 


they desire the concurrence of this House. . 


The Bill was read for the first time, and 
its second reading ordered for to-morrow. 


The House then adjourned. 
SENATE. 
Orrawa, May 3, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the. Chair at three 
o’clock. 


Business. 30 


1870.] 
THE NORTH WEST BILL. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the session 
of the House was protracted, owing to the 
want of deliberate preparation of the Gov- 
ernment measures. Days and weeks had 
been totally lost in consequence of the 
utter want of preparation for the business 
of the country. The principal Bill now 
before the House was notdistributed. He 


should like to know if the Government 
intended to remodel it after the debate 
last night. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the Bill had been hurried. Every source 
of information had been availed of by the 
Government, including the delegates ap- 
pointed by the people. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—No! 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they were ! 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL — They were 
appointed by Riel and his gang. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—Of 
course, if the hon. gentleman wishes to 
lose that country he will pursue. this 
course. 

Hon. Mr. 


shalt 


McDOUGALL — We 


| not lose it, if you do your duty. 


Hon. Sir. J. A. MACDONALD—I' do 
mine as well as you did yours where you 
were. 

Hon. Mr. McoDOUGALL — You ‘have 
notup to the present time, according to 


The Bill respecting Improvement of | public opinion. 


Harbours and Channels, on motion of Hon. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD repeat- 


Mr. CAMPBELL, was read a second time. ed that the delegates were representatives 


The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 3rd, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Petitions were presented from Montreal in 

favour of protection of native industries, 
and from Toronto against the proposed 
coal duty. 


STOPPAGE OF PUBLIC BUSINESS. 


On the Orders of the Day being called— 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that owing to a number of circumstances 
which had arisen, the Government wished 
to meet in Council that night, and he 
should ask the House to adjourn after re- 
cess. 


of the people, elected by a Council of the 
inhabitants. The Government had sent 
up Commissioners, amongst whom was the 
Rev. Father Thibault, who had laboured 
there for years, and then they asked Mr. 
Donald Smith, who was a Hudson’s Bay 
Company officer, also to proceed to the 
Red River Territory... They did so because 
Lord Granville had assured them that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company officials would 
exert themselves to maintain the autho- 
rity of Her Majesty. The. Government 
thought that Mr. Smith would not have 
|any difficulty in obtaining entrance into 
the country, and would obtain admittance 
when no other party would ve admitted. 
He endeavoured to produce a calmer feel- 
|ing, and obtained the election of a con- 
' vention, which chose Judge Black, Father 
Richot and A. Scott to act as delegates. 
This Convention was called by the repre- 
sentatives of the Government. Those 
three men, then, had come, and the Gov- 
ernment had heard them as _ represen- 
tatives of the people. ‘The elective 
Council was conducted with regularity, 
and these men were held to be in some 
primitive way representatives of the people. 


North West 


Until those gentlemen came to Ottawa, 
and until the Government heard in what 
way the Government of Canada was dis- 
tasteful to them, it was out of the ques- 
tion to prepare a Bll for the government 
ofthe Territory. It had been no easy mat- 
ter to discuss every question that came up. 
The difficulty in settling matters by com- 
promise was In small matters, not in large 
ones, because they were particularly affect- 
ed by them. Heasked whethera Consti- 
tution could be prepared in a day or two. 
He would assert that they had arrived at 
a satisfactory conclusion. He believed the 
Government, by having a few hours’ con- 
sideration, would he able to bring down 
the Billin perfect form. He appealed to 
the member for Lambton toaid them and 
not attack the Government. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said, with regard to 
the last appeal, he had never, while:he had 
held a seat in that House, made any speech 
or given any vote merely witha view to 
embarrass the Government, not for the 
purpose even of building up his party. 
Under the circumstances he might claim 
to have his views considered in sucha mea- 
sure as that one, (hear). The hon. gen- 
tleman had told them that he would not 
receive the delegates. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No ! 
no! directly the reverse. (Criesof Yes” 
and ‘‘ No.) 


Mr. MACKENZIE — Yes. The hon. 
gentleman’s words go to the country. If 
my memory serves me right, he said so to 
others and personally to myself. I am 
positively sure he said so.—Mr. Macken- 
aie continued. He had said to-day that 
they were the delegates of the people. 
But he (Mr. Mackenzie) gave to that as- 
sertion an emphatic ‘‘No!’’? (Hear.) He 
read from Dr. Lynch’s memorial, to this 
effect :—“ I have also the honour of stat- 
ing for the information of Your Excellency 
that a meeting was convened of the repre- 
sentatives from all the parishes, at the re- 
quest of Mr. Donald A, Smith, Special 
Commissioner from Canada. This meet- 
ing, or Council was held in the Court house, 
within the stockade and adjoining the Fort. 
Riel had alarge armed force under his 
direct control; armed guards surround- 
ed the building in which the meeting was 
held, and were stationed at the door of 
the chamber; guards held the gate of the 
stockade, some left of the loyal people 
and their leaders were huddled together 
in small rooms within the Fort, and within 
200 yards of the Council Chamber; a 
reign of terror existed; freedom of speech 
was prohibited; and, with his armed 
force, Riel threatened daily the delegates, 
both French and English, who attempted 
to express any opposition to his demands 


Hon. Sir John A. Macdonald. 
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or vote contrary to his wishes. Some he 
frightened away; and one Geo. Klyne, a 
French half-breed representative, was 
forcibly expelled for expressing loyal sen- 
timents and refusing to vote according to 
Riel’s orders.’’ He (Mr. Mackenzie) was 
not willing that they should be recognized 
as the representatives of the people, nor 
in any sense considered with more favour 
than the loyal men who had suffered from 
their (the delegates) rebellion. He was 
willing to hear every one from that Terri- 
tory—but what was the loyalty of the 
Premier? He had often lectured the Op- 
position in the absence of argument, on 
their want of loyalty, but he (Mr. Mac- 
kenzie) would not sit in that House with- 
out raising his indignant protest against 
the reception of those men nominated by 
Riel as delegates. He would leave the 
Government to do as they liked with their 


‘satelites who had defined the bounds of the 


Province so as to effectually exclude the 
local Settlement of Portage la Prairie. He 
had shown consideration for the Govern- 
ment, and was not prepared to take any 
extreme views or perpetrate any injustice 
on any portion of the people, but he was 
not prepared to see those men received as 
delegates representing the people over 
whom they had tyrannized because of their 
loyalty, while the representatives of the 
truly loyal settlers who had remained 
true to their allegiance throughout, were 
treated as outcasts and bastards, no atten- 
tion being paid to their representations 
[hear]. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD reite- 
rated that his language had been misre- 
presented. ‘The Government were endea- 
vouring to restore peace and order; and 
they would doright if they were not sub- 
ject to these attacks. He did not wish to 
provoke further discussion until the Bill 
was presented to the House for its consi- 
deration. 


Mr. BELLEROSE said that he was ready 
to believe Dr. Lynch was a truthful man, 
until he found that he had told a great 
falsehood in his letter. He stated that 
Father Richot was present at the murder 
of Scott, when it had been sworn that he 
was not there at the Court. 


Mr. WHITEHEAD said he had known 
Dr. Lynch for years, and he was an honour- 
able and truthful man (hear). 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said he knew 
something of the matter, and would say in 
confirmation of the statement of Dr. Lynch 
and other parties, that Father Richot was 
one of the strongest supporters and prin- 
cipal advisers of Riel, and the evidence 
produced in the Police Court in Canada 
not being sufficient to convict him was no 
proof that he was not guilty of the charge. 
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Richot had described Riel as an Angel 
sent from Heaven to free the Country. 
(Shame). He had read in the newspapers 
that the Minister of Militia had been seen 
walking arm in arm with Richot, whose 
hands were red with the blood of a loyal 
Canadian (Cheers). Such an act was a dis- 
grace to the country, and the hon. gentle- 
man ought to have consulted the dignity 
and propriety of the station which he 
occupied (hear, heaa). 


Hon. Sir GEORGE HE, CARTIER said he 
had no ill feeling against the hon. mem- 
ber who had felt disappointed, for that 
disappointment was shared by the whole 
Government. But he did not think that 
the hon. gentleman would resort in de- 
bate to the use of an article from a news- 
paper as to what he did in his own pri- 
vate house, and outside it. He was ready 
to confess he had had the company of the 
delegates at his house, and he would not 
level himself to the 
He would not say anything about him, 
but would leave the matter to the House 
and the public. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE asked if it was dis- 
honourable to treat with those people, 
when His Excellency the Lieut-GoVernor 
when at Pembina, had written a sneaking, 
cowardly, and infamous letter, asking Riel 
to meet him on the sly. (Great excite- 
ment). 


Mr. BOWELL—Had he then commit- 
ted a murder; that alters the question. 
(Loud Cheers). 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said he would 
give to the hon. gentleman the answer 
that he deserved. His answer was that 
he knew that in the Government of Can- 
ada there was a traitor to the British 
Crown, (great excitement). A man 
with whom he was obliged to hold offi- 
cial correspondence, who had done all 
that he could to destroy the character 
and authority of the Canadian Govern- 
ment in that country; and in order to 
guard against the attacks of the hon. 
gentleman, he thought it his duty to give 
an invitation to the leader of the rebels to 
hold a conference with him as to the cause 
of the disturbance, so that it might be in 
his power to say that he had exhausted 
every expedient within his reach. (Hear, 
hear.) He knew the reception that he 
would meet with from the hon. gentleman, 
and he called the attention of the House 
and country to the fact that the hon. gen- 
tleman had sneered at every loyal repre- 


sentative of Canada in that country. (Hear, | 


hear.) By doing so he hid shown where 
his sympathies were, to the extent of his 
small power. 
was now ready, it would seem, to maintain 


hon. gentleman. | 
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and to sustain rebel authority in that coun. 
try (cheers). 
The subject then dropped. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKSsaid the Supplemen- 
tary Estimates would probably be brought 
down to-morrow. . 


MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL— 
SUPERANNUATION. 


A Message was received from the Gov- 
ernor-General respecting the Superannua.- 
tion Bill. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the House 
into Committee on the Resolutions. 


The Committee, with the Hon, Mr. GRAY 
in the Chair, passed the Resolutions with- 
out amendment, and will receive the re- 
port to-morrow. 


BANK OF UPPER CANADA, 


The House went into Committee of the 
Whole respecting the Bank of Upper Ca- 
nada, Hon. Col. GRAY in the Chair. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the Govern- 
ment intended to appoint one or more 
Commissioners to act in the matter. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said that what could 
not be done by the Department could be 
done by a Solicitor. To appoint any one 
in the nature of a Commissioner, with a 
regular salary, was not thought of by the 
Government. 

Hon. Mr. DORION repeated his objec- 
tions to the mode of winding up the estate 
provided by the Bill. The principle of the 
Bill was most objectionable. 

In the course of discussion, 

Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the Govern- 
ment would give a pledge to sell the pro- 
perty by public auction immediately. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
could not give a distinct pledge to that 
effect. 

The clauses of the Bill were then agreed 
to, and the Committee rose and reported. 
Third reading to-morrow. 


PUBLIC REVENUE AND AUDIT. 


A Bill to amend the Act respecting col- 
lection and management of revenue, audit- 
ing of public accounts and liability of pub- 
lic account:nts, passed through Com- 
mittee. | 


* 
THE ELECTION BILL. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD then moved 
the discharge of the order for the Election 
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Bill. He said that the public interests 
would not suffer by .postponing it for an- 
other session, as there would not be in all 
_ probability an appeal to the people until 
the present Parliament met again. The 
Government had the advantage, and it was 
avery great one of having some of the 
principles of the Billvery fully discussed. 
Hewould have been glad if they could 
have got into Committee and discussed 
the various series of propositions, but they 
were stopped by an amendment which 
struck at the whole Bill, which would 
have to be fought out again de novo. 
The Franchise clauses had been discussed, 
and every possible objection and sug ges- 
tion for amendment had been brought for- 
ward. The Banking Bill and financial po. 
licy of the Government had ocgupied much 
time, but these amendments could not be 
raised again next year, and he then hoped 
to get the Bill through its stages. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said with regard to 
the amendment proposed 1t was: quite 
clear that Government were not prepared to 
run the risk of a vote on it. He regretted 
that more time had not been given to dis- 
cussing the Bill. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—T wo 
or three nights. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was only a por- 
tion of three nights. le was very anxious 
to speak on it, but did not have an op- 
portunity, and if the Government wished 
to have the opinions of the House fully, 
they cught to have afforded more oppor- 
tunity. Only the hon. member for Dur- 
ham and Mr. Boulton had spoken fully 
and effectually. He hoped the Govern- 
ment would not bring down the Bill again. 
If they did, he expected it would be a 
rather different one in some respects 
fhear, hear]. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said |} 


the only measures of importance now on 
the notice papers, were the North West 
Bill, Supreme Court Bill, and Supple- 
mentary Estimates. He thought the 
House would be glad to see some prospect 
of bringing the session to a close [hear, 
hear]. 


CURRENCY RESOLUTIONS. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON—What about Cur- 


rency Resolutions? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—We 
will tell you to-morrow after our Council 
to-night. 

The House then adjourned at 5.50 p.m. 


Hon. Six John A. Macdonald. 
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SENATE. 
Orrawa, May 4, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


PETITIONS. 


Several petitions from Montreal, against 
the tariff, were read. Also a petition from 
the clerks, officers and servants of the 
Senate, praying that the ameunt of sal- 
aries which they received as officers and 
servants of the Province of Canada, at the 
time of the passage of the British North 
America Act, may be continued to them 
as officers and servants of the Senate of the 
Dominion. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Amessage was received from the Com- 
mons communicating the seventh report 
of the Select Committee on Public Ac- 
counts, which had adopted the following 
resolution: 


‘‘ Resolved, That as it appears there are 
great irregularities in the payment of mile- 
age, In some cases amounting toa differ- 
ence of over one hundred miles, with 
members residing in the same place, the, 
attention of both Houses be drawn to this 
fact with a view to the correction of dis- 
tances so that the actual distance neces- 
sarily travelled shall be paid and no more.” 


DISCIPLINE ON BOARD GOVERNMENT 
VESSELS. 


The amendments made by the Senate to 
the Bill intituled “An Act to make pro- 
vision for discipline on board of Canadian 
Government vessels,’’ were agreed to. 


PUBLISHING DEBATES OF SENATE. 


Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR, from the Com- 
mittee upon Contingent Accounts, pre- 
sented a report communicating to the 
House that they had made an arrangement 
with Mr. Bourinot, for publishing reports 
of the debates and proceedings:of the Sen- 
ate during the next session. The Com- 
mittee recommended that Mr. Bourinot 
be given a seat on the floor, and that he 
be styled ‘Short Hand Writer to the . 
Senate and Committees of the Senate.” 


It was ordered that the report be taken 
into consideration on the following day. 


RECIPROCITY. 
In answer to an enquiry from Hon. Mr. 
ROBERTSON, 2 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was a 
correspondence going on about reciprocity 
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with the United States, but between the 
Dominion Government and the British 
Minister at Washington, not with the 
American Government. . 


NORTH-WEST DELEGATES. 


In reply to Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE 
sf. JOST, 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL said there was no 
discrepancy between what had been stated 
in the Senate and what had been stated in 
the other House in respect to the Red 
River delegates. These delegates had been 
received as coming from the people, not 
from the so-called Riel Government, and 
they had been invited to come, and had 
beenreceived at the earnest request of the 
Imperial Government. The prorogation 
of the Parliament, he thought, might be 
early next week, but he spoke simply from 
‘his own views of the position of public 
business. 

In answer to another enquiry, he said 
that the fractional notes had not been 
numbered, simply because for small bills 
the process would be expensive. The 
notes were printed on letter denomin- 
ation, and there were 40,000 in each de- 
nomination, and the paper was of a pecu- 
liar kind, which it would. be difficult to 
eounterfeit. 


SEIGNIORY OF SOREL. 


‘The order of the day being read for the 
consideration of the report of the Select 
Committee appointed to enquire into the 
grievances complained of by the land own- 
ers in the Crown Seigniory of Sorel, as to 
Seigniorial rents and dues collected on 
lands now held by them, and _ originally 
granted to U.E. Loyalists and others in 
free and common soccage. 


On motion of the Hon. Mr. GUEVRE- 
MONT, seconded by the Hon. Mr. BU- 
REAU, it was 

Ordered, That the same be postponed 
until Friday next, that it be printed in 
both languages and appear inthe minutes 
of Thursday. 


ST. JOHN POLICE FORCE. 


The Bill ‘To revive and make perma- 
nent certain Acts of the Legislature of the 
Province of New Brunswick relative to the 
police force in the parish of Portland, in 
the city and county of St. John,” was read 
a second time. 


IMPROVEMENT OF, HARBOURS AND CHAN- 
NELS. 


The Senate then went into Committee 
of the Whole on the Bill ‘‘To amend and 
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extend the Act to provide means for im- 
proving the harbours and channels at cer- 
tain ports in the Provinces of the Domin- 
ion.” 

The Committee rose and reported up the 
Bill (without amendment) and it was read 
a third time and finally passed. 


The SPEAKER presented to the House 
a return of the city Banks, Montreal, made 
up tothe 25th April, 1870. 

The House then adjourned. 


Business. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 4, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o’clock. 


COAL DUTIES. 


Mr. BEATTY (Toronto) presented a peti- 
tion against a duty on coal from the City 
Council, Toronto, (hear and laughter) as 
being unjust and oppressive. 


NORTH WEST CORRESPONDENCE. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said with permission 
of the House he would make a motion. 
Two days ago he had asked that before the 
discussion on the Bill for the organization 
of the Government of the North West Ter- 
ritory should be brought down, the House 
should be put in possession of correspond- 
ence and documents connected with the 
difficulty, especially that correspondence 
which. had been had with the Imperial 
Government, and he desired to make a 
motion with that view at the present time. 
He hoped the Government and the House 
would not object to the motion, as it was 
of the very utmost importance that in a 
matter of such grave consequence to the 
country they should proceed with the ut- 
most possible deliberation and caution, so 
that nothing which they might do or say, 
orany Act they might pass, should have 
the effect of conflicting in any way with the 
Imperial authorities, under whom they 
were supposed to govern that Continent. 
And in the organization of the Provinces 
out of that North West Territory, of which 
they expected to have a number, it was 
especially desirable that before the first 
step should be taken, all negotiations and 
communications should be laid before the 
House. He could not divest himself of 
the impression that the Government had 
failed in their duty in not laying that cor- 
respondence before the House at an earlier 
period, including all documents which 
were manifestly necessary for the consider- 
ation of the subject. He had not made his 
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motion for the purpose of opening up any 
discussion, but for the sole object he had 
mentioned. He then moved that copies 
of all correspondence with thé Imperial 
‘Government relative to Red River Ter- 
ritory, by telegraph or otherwise, since 
the prorogation of Parliament in 1869, or 
with any other parties in Canada or the 
Territory, may be laid before the House. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD did 
not object to the motion. Most, if not 
all the correspondence not injurious to the 
public interest was already down. There 
had heen subsequent correspondence, all 
of which not injurious to the public inter- 
est would be produced, but this was not 
to have any effect in deferring the consid- 
eration of the Bill, nor would it lead to 
the inference that there had been unne- 
cessary delay. There were a great many 
of these documents, some marked conti- 
dential, and others affecting life and 
property ; these could not be brought 
down. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked when the 
Government would bring them down? 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—That 
is a matter of time. 


Mr. MACKENZIE hoped the hon. gen- 
man would not consider the despatches 
objectionable merely beciuse they. were 
awkward to particular Ministers. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD dis- 
sented. 

After some conversation, the motion 
was carried, 


INTERCOLONIAL FUND AND SECURITIES. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT asked what were the 
exact sums standing at the credit of the 
Dominion at their various Bankers or Bank 
agents, either in Canada or in England, 
upon the Ist day of March last, and 2nd, 
whether there were any special advances, 
balances or deposits made with or held by 
any ofthe Banking agents of the Domin- 
ion for the purpose of providing funds for 
the completion of the Intercolonial Rail- 
road, and also whether any, and what, col- 
lateral securities have be.n deposited with 
such Bank agents as security for such 
advances or deposits. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS gave the 
following particulars in answer to the first 
question :— 


BALANCE OF DEPOSITS IN 


RICCI eee ee. ale. $ To 
Oueheo* teat hes gic dae 2.164 00 
Bank of Montreal, at Montreal. 939,592 00 

Do. St.John’s. 56,202 00 

Do. Halifax .. 163,786 00 
Merchants’ Bank 727 235 aes 6,346 00 
Gore ‘panks 2223 (eee eae 10 00 


Mr. Mackenzie. 
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Bank of British North America. 565 O00 
Toronto Bae RAN oe. ckesese 10,223 00 
Niagara District. ........--.. 3,292 00 
Ontario Batik sere Be olen xtc 2,382 00 


te eeaew-n 1,184,658 00 
AMOUNT OF SPECIE RESERVE. 


Total balances 


Montreal... .. 22.40 40. rete . $996,450 00 
St. POH. Se eae eee CA) 
Sch Tee Sec tenartey oda al Feety Zito.) 46,200 00 


Total Specie Reserve... .1,095,850 00 


ISSUE. 
MoOrereelih Sa Sees $678,550 O0 
ShuJ OW a OPIS) ee 12,200 00 
Haha ron ts Ok NY 15,200 00 
Totabets S200 a ee ate 705,950 00 
Glyn Mille &Golteos, ey 655,603 00 
Baring Bros. . | ..7......-... 002) 20emene 
Potad jac: Surth-.6 ocak + eee tae 988,011 00 
Potalvinajass. a -Bheoie 3,974,440 00 


With regard to the second question, 
there were India bonds $684,333 ; Provin- 
cial debentures $159,053; deposited in the 
Bank of Montreal $2,031,549; advanced by 
Bink of ‘iontreal in Great Western bonds, 
$2,768,234 —Total $5,640,170. The Bank 
of Montreal hold five per cent. bonds of the 
Consolidated Canadian Loan $1,946,666, 
Collateral securit.es for bonds of Great 
Western. 


LIFE AND FIRE INSURANCE STATEMENTS, 


Mr. WORKMAN enquired whether the 
supplementary returns of statements made 
by Life Insurance Companies, have been 
furnished to the Government since the one 
contained in the Blue Book, dated, ‘ Audit 
Office, 10th March last,’’ which book con- 
tained returns from twenty-six companies 
only, while twenty-seven, at least, were 
doing business in Canada ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said they 
would be sent down as early as possible. 
Some of the returns had required revision 
and correction, 


BOARD OF CUSTOMS. 
In reply to the Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 
Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the Board 
of Customs, Excise and Stamps was not 
continued. 


DROPPED AND UNOPPOSED ORDERS. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD then 
proposed that the House should go through 
the Orders, and dispose of those which 
were dropped and unopposed. 
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Mr. MACKENZIE said that that was usually . and gave in his report on the 9th Febru- 


done when Government announced their 
intentions, for if the session should last 
some time yetit would be unfair to de- 
prive members of the right to proceed. 


Mr. SAVARY approved of the sugges- 
tion. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it would be pre- 
mature to slaughter the innocents yet. It 
was stated yesterday that the measures to 
be brought forward by Government would 
be mentioned, and among these the Cur- 
rency Bill. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the proper time to do so would be in the 
evening when Government orders would 
be taken up. | 


INTERCOLONIAL BRIDGES. 


On the motion of the Hon. Mr. ARCHI- 
BALD, for an address to the Governor 
General, for a return showing the compara- 
tive cost of Bridges constructed in iron, 
and Bridges constructed in wood, on the 
line of the Intercolonial Railway made on 
the 4th May, 1870, 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said, before the 
motion was put, he craved the indulgence 
of the House for a few minutes, while he 
explained the object he had in view, in 
asking the House to assent to that address. 
The whole Dominion had a deep interest 
in the Intercolonial Riilway. Inthe Union 
Act it was declared to be an essential to 
Confederation—in the opinion of all 
the Provinces, and as regarded Nova Sco- 
tia and New Brunswick, the Act declared, 
what was the fact, that their assent to Con- 
federation was given on the condition, 
that the Railway should be built. The 
importance these Provinces attached to 
the construction of the Road, rendered it 
peculiarly the duty of their representatives 
in Parliament, to see that all the advanta- 
ges which were contemplated by that con- 
dition, were secured to them. Ifit was 
necessary to have a railway, in the first in- 
stance, it was ,equally necessary that the 
Ruilway should be a solid and durable work, 
that it should not be built only, but 
should be maintained and kept up. In 


the original scheme it was intended that 


the work should be ofa substantial charac- 
ter. In the instructions addressed to Mr. 
Fleming, by the lite Hou. Ferguson Blair, 
under date of the 11th March, 1864, in re- 
fercnce to the Survey of the country 
between Riviere du Loup and Halifax, 
Mr. Fleming was directed to 
to make calculations on the matter of 
the probable cost of the work, ‘‘with a due 
regard to economy, but at the same time to 
full efficiency.’”’ Mr. Fleming proceeded un- 
der these instructions to make his survey, 


ary, 1865. In this he made an estimate of 
the cost of construction in conformity 
with the directions received;the proposed a 
rail of 70 lbs. to the lineal yard—of the best 
quality of iron ; he proposed 5,000 cubic 
yards of ballast to the mile ; he proposed 
afish or some other equally good splice 
joint, and as regards bridges, he said :— 
‘¢ All bridges are intended to be built of 
durable materials and in the most sub- 
stantial manner; all openings of more 
than 20 feet span are intended to have 
wrought iron beams placed on substantial 
bridge masonry.” 


‘“‘ Tn establishing the Intercolonial Rail- 
way,”’ he says :—‘‘I think it would be a 
mistaken and dangerous economy to intro- 
duce the construction of any bridge struc- 
tures, except that of a permanent and 
substantial character.”’ 


The estimete of the cost of construction 
was founded on this style of work, and 
these estimates formed the basis of the 
arrangements made at London in 1866. 
They formed the basis on  whickr 
the negotiations for a loan were conducted 
with the British Government, and the 
basis upon which the money was eventual - 
ly raised. 


Hecould not help thinking, therefore, 
that any substantial deviation from that 
basis, was something like a breach of 
faith towards the Provinces most deeply 
interested, as well as towards the Imperial 
Government, which had lent its guaran- 


tee to raise the necessary funds. 
When he understood that the 
bridges on this line were to be 


built of wood, he confessed to have felt 
much disappointment. He believed it was 
a great mistake, and when he saw by the 
Report of the Commissioners lately laid 
before Parliament, that they had, to some 
extent, abandoned this idea, and that they 
were guing to build, at least six or seven 
of the unjust structures of iron, he felt 
that they were on the right track, and he 
hoped they would still re-consider their 
determination, as to the _ others, 
and see whether in the in- 
terest of the Dominion, it would not be 
better, and really cheaper, that the whole 
should be built of iron. The Commis- 
sioners were not building the road to hand. 
over to others—they were building for the 
country, and the country had to maintain 
it. The question of cost was not therefore 
confiined to the charges of construction, 
in the first instance, it included the ques- 
tion of maintenance as well. In estima- 
ting the cost of the road with wooden 
bridges, it would be necessary to lay aside 
and consider as part of the cost, such a 
sum of money as would furnish the means 
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to replace the bridges when worn out. 
And as the life of a wooden bridge did not 
exceed ten or twelve years, ib was clear 
that the amount to be calculated for re- 
ouilding, would forma very considerable 
item. 
lf then there even were some considerable 
differencein thefirst cost, that difference was 
more apparent than real; but it was very 
doubtful whether the difference, even in 
this respect, would be large. The Com- 
missioners themselves had come to the 
conclusion, as stated in their report that 
as regarded a certain class of the bridges, 
the cost in iron was not much in excess of 
the cost in wood, even in the first instance. 
But there were other considerations 
that should not be lost sight of. The re- 
newal of bridges every twelve years, would 
form a very serious interruption to trafic. 
The road was over 500 miles in length. 
Imagine the interruption which, after a 
few years, must exist when, all along the 
line, the bridges were worn out and required 
to be replaced. Considering, too, the dan- 
gers to which a wooden bridge was exposed 
by fire, and which of course would reduce 
the average life of such a rtructure; con- 
sidering the additional cost of 
watching involved in the liability of 
the structure to be destroyed ; 
considering that we were now building 
with funds borrowed at 4 to 43 per cent, 
while twelve years hence we could not hope 
to raise money on such terms ; considering 
that if we built of wood now, we should pro- 
hably, twelve years hence, do as all Rail- 
way Companies have lately done, and sub- 
stitute permanent structures for the tem- 
porary ones we are now putting up, and 
if so, that we were only deferring the work, 
bnt not avoiding the actual expense; that 
we were putting off the work to a 
time when we could not hope to 
have a renewal of the Imperial guar- 
antee, and, in effect throwing away the 
costs of the first structures, Under these 
circumstances, it did seem to him to be no 
economy, even if we saved in the first in- 
stance, to construct any of the bridges in 
wood. But we were not in a position to 
deal intelligently with this subject without 
having the materials to make a comparison 
between the costs of the two kinds of 
structures, and he had proposed this mo- 
tion that we should get the information we 
needed, Meanwhile, he trusted the Com- 
missioners would take the matter grave- 
ly into their consideration, and 
until the return was laid 
before Parliament, that they should at all 
events insert in any contract they might 
enter into clauses giving them the option 
en such conditions as they should think right 
to require the bridges to be of iron, if on 
further consideration they should adopt 
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that policy. He needed hardly to say that 
he had made these remarks inno unfriend- 
ly feeling towards the Commissioners, on 
the contrary, he was happy to know from 
conversation with the Chairman, that the 
matter had occupied the serious considera- 
tion of every member of the Commission, 
and his only reason for moving in the mat- 
ter, was the deep interest that the people 
of the Maritime Provinces had on a point 
which they deemed so essential to the 
effective working of the Confederation. 


Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD then read the 
following resolution, which was passed un- 
animously :—‘ Resolved that an humble 
Address be passed to His Excellency, for a 
return shewing, so far as the same can at 
present be ascertained, the number of 
bridges, above the size of culverts, required 
to be constructed on the Intercolonial 
Railway, the localities where the same are 
to be built—and the estimated cost; such 
return to shew the estimated cost, if the 
the spans are constructed of timber, and 
the estimated cost if constructed in iron. 
Also a copy of so much of the contracts 
for the construction o f the road, as con- 
tains the provisions, if any, for enabling 
the Commissioners to substitute iron for 
Wood in the construction of bridges in 
case it may seem tothem desirable to do 
SO. 


Bridges. 


RECIPROCITY. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved for a return of 
correspondence on the subject of commer- 
cial reciprocal relations with the United 
States. His object in making the motion 
was that he had heard that offers to renew 
the Reciprocity Treaty with Canada had 
been rejected. There was another object ; 
he wished to know what negotiation to 
that effect had been entered into between 
Prince Edwards Island and Canada. None 
of the correspondence had yet been made 
public. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD replied 
that all the correspondence which could 
be furnished would be submitted to the 
House. 

THE FISHERIES. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT asked if the corres- 
pondence respecting fisheries had been 
prepared yet. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD re- 
plied that a2 number of documents were 
of an un-official nature and the Govern- 
ment had no authority to bring them 
down. ‘They would publish all that could 
be supplied as early as possible. 


INTEREST. 


Mr. BELLEROSE moved that the Bill 
respecting interest be repealed.—Carried. 
In reply to Hon. Mr. WOOD, 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said | 
they had brought down all the correspon- 
dence respecting the North West that it 
was intended to submitto the House. 


RATE OF INTEREST. 


Hon. Dr. TUPPER moved the further 
consideration of the proposed motion that 
the Bill respecting interest be read a third 
time on Monday next. 

After a short discussion the motion was 
carried and the third reading fixed for to 
morrow. 


WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


Mr. 
second reading of an 
weights and measures. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD desi- 
red to have the Bill dropped. 

Mr. MASSON complied, but hoped the 
House would take the matter up and en- 
deavour to assimilate the weights and mea- 
sures of the couniry. ‘ 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said aCommittee of 
the Senate had been appointed to consi- 
der the subject. 


MASSON (Soulanges) moved the 
Acc concerning 


DROPPED BILLS. 


The following public Bills in the hands 
of private members among others were 
dropped. 

Bill respecting the extradition of erim- 
inals from Canada for crimes committed 
in the United States, and other foreign 
countries, Mr. Mills. 

Bill respecting the construction of the 
Intercolonial Railway, Mr. Jones. 

Bill respecting the Law of Usury in 
Nova Scotia, Mr. Savary. 


GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES. 


Mr. CURRIER moved for the names, 
creed, age, nationality and former occupa- 
tion of all employees of the Dominion Gov- 
ernment.—Carried. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE'S REPOR'IS. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU moved the adoption 
of the report of the Joint Committee of 
both Houses on Printing.—Carried. 


Hon Mr. HOLTON wished to. know if 


the other House had adopted the report? } 


Mr. BROUSSEAU— Yes. . 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said if so, it must 
have been with the consent of the Goy- 
ernment. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
must be some misunderstanding about the 
the matter. Government had no objec- 
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tion to the adoption of the report.—Mo- 
tion carried. 

_ Mr. BROUSSEAU then moved the adop- 
tion of the 10th report of the Joint Com- 
mittee on Printing. In doing so he 
stated that the Committee in that report 
had recommended an merease of the sal- 
aries of the distributor and his assistant 
from $600 and: $500 to 800 and £600 

Mr. STEPHENSON quite agreed with 
the hon. gentleman that the salaries of 
those officers should be increased. 

_ Mr. S‘ATCHERD did not approve of 
increasing the salaries of officers in any 
but a regular way. 

Mr. STEPHENSON said that was not an 
ordinary case. The officers referred to 
were taken from the list of the regular 
civil service officers, and their salaries were 
not increased at the same time as others. 

Mr. MILLS believed the Committee ex- 
ceeded their powers in making such a re- 
commendation. 

Mr. MACKENZIE begged to differ from 
the hon. member for Bothwell. The Com- 
mittee were composed of members from 
both Houses, and, therefore, hid power to 
increase the salaries of those officers. This 


was a matter in whichneither House could 


mterfere. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. BROUSSEAU moved the adoption 
of the 12th report of the Joint Committee 
on Printing. 

Hon. Sir JOUN A. MACDONALD said 
he found certain things in the report which 
he did not quite agree with, the report 


| which had been presented on the 29th of 


April, and as the Government had not 
time to consider it, he desired to have the 
matter stand over. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said if the Govern- 
ment desired to have time they should 
getit. ‘Their attention, he hoped, would 
be directed not merely to the report, kut 
to the manner in which the accounts were 
made up. He observed, that while one 
printer charged 40c. for composition, 
another charged 50c for the same kind and 
amount of work, and those accounts had 
been:paid without a question. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD said there should be 
regular Auditors appointed to audit these 
accounts.. He directed attention to the 
Private Printing accounts especially. 

After some further discussion thé adop- 
tion of the report was allowed to stand 
over till Monday. 


JUSTICES OF THE PEACH, 
A Bill to amend the Act respecting the 


duties of Justices of the Peace out of 
Session in relation to Summary Convi¢tions 
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and orJers, was read a third time and 
pass.d.— Mr. Drew. 


Municipal 


PROMISSORY 2} OTES. 


A Bill to amvnd the Act imposing duties 
en Promissory Notes and Bills of Exchange, 
was read a third time and passed.—Mr. 
Sevary. 


MUNICIPAL LOAN FUND. 


fon. Mr. WOOD resumed the discussion 
en the subject of the sum payable under the 
Municipal Loan fund of 1859 for the bene- 
fit of the townships of Lower Canada. He 
eontended that as the equivalent to the 
population of the Eastern Townships as 
compared with the $2,218,000 paid to the 
Seigniors so should have be.n the equiva 
Yent to Upper Canada in proportion to the 
population. But he did not choose to dis- 
euss that. The law had established the 
sam and the mode ofits distribution, and 
by no possibility could he see how the 
townships could insist on being paid 100 
eents on the dollar. If the Minister of 
Justice said that the Government consider- 
ed they were obliged to pay the full par 
amount it would be useless for hm to go 
om. He read the clauses of the Act in 
support of this. He desired to have an 
authoritative dec:sion on this matter to 
which he could refer should the subject be 
brought up and reflections made on him 
that he had not paid attention to this 
matter. 

Mr. CASAULT said the whole subject 
had been referred by Ontario to the arbi- 
trators, and made a claim before them 
which was now under consideration. He 
thought that should settle the matter, but 
argued at some length to show the state 
of the law and the position of the 
funds. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD contended that the 
question before the arbitrators was a dif- 
tercnt subject altogether. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said the House 
after the discussion must be satisfied that 
this was not the proper tribunal, It was 
already betore the tribunal which had cog- 
nizince of the matter, and if they allowed 
this motion to be carried there would be 
mo security that all the other claims might 
mot be Liought in the same way for the 
sake of indulging the arbitrators. 

Mr. FERGUSON muintained that the 
arbitrators were not bound to determine 
the question of law, and the opinion of the 
Binister of Justice, who had been appeal- 
ed to, would be satisfactory to the House. 
Hon Mr. CHAUVEAU argued that the 
House had no power to deal with this mat- 


tex. 
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Hon. Mr. IRVINE followed, arguing on 
constitutional grounds the inability of this 
House to deal with the subject. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that the House 
had power to deal with this matter, but 
as the Minister of Justice was not prepared 
to give any Opinion on the subject, he 
would move the adjournment of the de- 
bate. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that the result of a premature decision 
by this House would be that ifit decided 
that only 75 cents on the dollar was pay- 
able, and it was decided by another trib- 
unal that 100 cents must be paid, the 
Dominion Government would be liable for 
the whole amount after the two Provinces 
had been let off fur the lesser sum. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that. all he wanted 
was a decision, and not to keep the whole 
affairs of the two Provinces in abeyance 
for want of this. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the decision hid already been given by 
the Government that they could not force 
the Townships to accept 75 cents, but the 
member for West Brant would not accept 
that decision. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU said this had 
already been considered at Montreal, and 
no such objections hd there been taken by 
the Treasurer of Ontario. The delay 
charged by him against Quebec was really 
chargeable to Ontario. A certain portion 
of the debt was already fixed, but if the 
Treasurer of Ontario was to rake up all 
these questions there were others to be 
brought up by Quebec. ; 


Hon. Mr. WOOD denied the m:tter had 
been settled by any Order in Council. The 
item as an item had been settlel, but not 
the amount. This was what he desired to 
have done. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it was never 
contemplated that the Dominion Govern- 
ment express any opinion on the debts, as 
they were parties to the settlement of 
them, the Dominion being liable for a cer- 
tain portion of the amount. The matter 
could no doubt be settled by force majeure 
of the Government, but that involved risk 
of injustice to the Provinces against which 
there might be protests, and he thought 
therefore the Minister of Justice had acted 
wisely. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 


A message was received from the Goy- 
ernnor-General, submitting the Supple- 
mentary Estimates, which was referred to 
the Committee of Supply. 
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PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


A message was also read from the Gov- 
ernor-General submitting resolutions for 
the Government of the Province of Man- 
toba. 

It being now 6 o'clock, the House rose 
for recess. 


AFTER RECESS. 
CURRENCY RESOLUTIONS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
discharge of the Currency Resolutions. He 
said that there was no doubt that there 
was no ditterence of opinion among hon. 
members as to the desirability and absolute 
necessity of the assimilation of the curren- 
cy of the Dominion at an early day 
(bear, hear). There was, however, a cer- 
tain difference of opinion as to the mode 
by which that object could be effected, 
namely, whether the currency of the other 
Provinces should be assimilated to that 
of Nova Scotia, or the opposite course. 
On that subject it was well known that 
there had been propositions considered by 
the whole of Europe as well as America, 
and that there was a desire to have an as- 
similated international Currency. Unfor- 
tunately they were not yet arrived at thé 
solution of the question, and- he did not 
look for a very early settlement ofit. The 
members from Nova Scotia were very anx- 
ious that the matter should be postponed 
for some time ; but, on the other hand, very 
great complaint had existed in the Pro- 
vince of New Brunswick as to the state of 
the Currency. Since those discussions had 
arisen, the Government had under consi- 
deration the possibility of meeting the 
difficulties which existed in New Bruns- 
wick without disturbing for the present 
the existing state of Currency in Nova 
Scotia. He was happy to say that in con- 
sequence of negotiations which had been 
going on, one proposition had been re- 
solved on, namely, that on a certain day 
the Nova Scotia notes circulating in New 
Brunswick would be received at the pub- 
lic offices at St. John on the same terms as 
at Halifax, (cheers.) The postponement 
of the question was merely temporary, 
however. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that was ano- 
ther case of infanticide which the hon. 
gentleman had committed during the ses- 
sion. The measure was introduced by a 
considerable flourish of trumpets. The 
House felt that the Currency ought to be 
assimilated last session; and last session 
the hon. gentleman’s predecessor had in- 
troduced resolutions of a similar character 
to those now withdrawn, and had with- 
drawn them for the same reasons as those 
now given by the Finance Minister. The 
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hon. gentleman had said that there exist- 
ed a great difference between Nova Scotia 
and the rest of the Dominion, but did the 
hon. gentleman ever expect to find uni- 
formity of opinion on that subject. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON would like to know 
whether the Canadians were to go to Nova 
Scotia, or the reverse. There could of 
course be no objection to the hon. member 
withdrawing the resolutions, but the people 
of New Brunswick were led to believe by 
the hon. Minister of Customs that this dif- 
ficulty would be removed. The hon. mem- 
ber did not seem to act up io his promise. 

Mr. SAVARY was exceedingly anxi- 
ous for an assimilation of the Currency, 
and was even willing to waive his own 
views. He found now that there was 
good reason for the delay, as it appeared 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer had 
stated that there wasa prospect of assi- 
milation between Great Britain and France. 
He hoped that the reports of the Paris, 
Conference would be laid before the mem- 
bers. 


Mr. MACDOUGALL (Renfrew) desired 
to know what prospect there was of a 
measure being introduced next session. 

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said there was 
hope that at no distant day there would 
be assimilation of the Currency throughout 
Europe. In fact one hundred and ten mil- 
lions of people on that continent hada 
common Currency now. He approved of 
the course adopted by the hon. Finance 
Minister. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said we 
were too small a people to hope to have a 
Currency differing from other nations. It 
was especially necessary to assimilate the 
Currency with thatof the United States. 
It was not likely that they were going to 
assimilate their Currency to that of Nova 
Scotia in preference to the Currency adopt- 
ed by the whole of the rest of the conti- 
nent, should the alternative be left of 
only dering one or other. Until the 
question of a universal Currency was 
settled, it would not be well to press 
the matter. There was, no doubt, 
great inconvenience resulting from the pre- 
sentsystem of Currency, and he would like 
to see it assimilated, but at present he con- 
sidered such a step inexpedient. He 
therefore moved that the order be dis- 
chargéd. 

The resolutions were discharged accord- 
ingly. 


PROVINCE OF MANITOB As 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
that the House go into Committee to- 
morrow, on the message and accompany- 
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ing resolutions respecting the Government 
of Manitoba. 


BANK OF UPPER CANADA. 


An Act to vest in Her Majesty for pur- 
poses therein mentioned, the property 
and power now vested in the Trustees of 
the Bank of Upper Canada,—(Hon. Sir 
Francis Hincks)—was read a third time 
and passed. 


SUPERANNUATION. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the | 
reception of the report of the Committee 
on certain resolutions providing for the 
superannuation of persons employed in 
the Civil Service, and as officers of the 
Legislature. 

The first two resolutions were pad with- 
out discussion. 

On the third resolution, 

Mr. JOLY moyed an amendment with a 
view of deducting 2 per cent, instead of, 
as in the resolutions, 4 per cent., from the 
salaries of employees. 

The amendment was put to a vote and 
lost. Yeas 48; nays 80; and the resolu- 
tion was carried. 

The remaining resolutions were carried 
without discussion. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
his Bill founded on the resolutions, which 
were read a first time. 


BILLS OF EXCHANGE ACT. 


An Act réspecting Bills of Exchange 
and Promissory Notes, was read a third 
time and passed. 

PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the second reading of the Act to establish 
and provide for the Government of the 
Province of Manitoba. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said it was evident 
that if the Hon. Minister of Justice pro- 
ceeded with the second reading of the Bill 
there would be a debate onit. He had 
not read the Bill yet himself, and he ven- 
tured to say that not halfa dozen mem- 
bers inthe House had read it. They were, 
therefore, unprepared to discuss it that 
night. He confessed frankly that he was 
not ready to enter into a debate on the 
subject till he had read the Bill 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
he was about to preface his remarks by 
saying that as the Bill hadnot been more 

than an hour in the hands of the mem- 
bers he did not wish to press a discussion. 
He merely desired to bring it up for the 
purpose of stating very shortly in what re- 
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spects the measurenow in the hands of 
the members differed from the one pro- 

iduced at the first reading. The first 
| change i in the Bill, he would now say, was 
the boundary proposeed for the new Prov- 
ince. It would be remembered that the 
boundary from east to west commenced at 
96 degrees and extended to 98 degrees 15 
minutes. They desired to change the 
boundary, allowing it torun to the meri- 

| dian, 99 ‘de grees west. At the same time 
, power w ould be held to increase the boun. 

| daries of the Province towards the west. 

|The reason why the Government introduc- 

ed the Bill with the former limitations, and 
leaving especially the settlement of Port- 
age LaPrairie, concerning which a good 
deal of remark had been made, was, that 
the Government had reason to believe that 
the people of Portage LaPrairie were 
averse to being connected with the people 
of Red River. It was known to all that 
two years ago they were in pacific but still 
open resistance to authorities at Fort Garry. 
Two years ago they established a Repub- 
lic known as the Republic of Manitoba, 
not the Province of Manitoba. They pre- 
ferred a separation so as to govern them. 
selves rather than to be connected with 


Mani loba. 


| the government then existing at Fort 


Garry. Inaddition to that they were in- 
formed that the people at Portage La- 
Prairie would prefer remaining out of the 
| New Province to coming into it. Govern- 
ment had made consider: able enquiries since 
that time and had been told that it would 
be for the interests of those people to come 
| into the Province of Manitoba. Now that 
it was proposed to organize a reguler Gov- 
ernment in the Settlement, the Govern- 
ment understood that although originally 
it was the desire of those people to stand 
alone, they preferred now to come into the 
| Province. Under the altered circum- 
stances, and owing to the representations 
of the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, the Government 
had altered the original Bill so as to in- 
clude Portage LaPrairie in the new Proy- 
ince, At the same time Mr. Fletcher was 
fair enough to state that individuilly he 
would prefer to have the Settlement re- 
main outside it. Under these cireumstan- 
ces, and more especially as it was not only 
insinuated, but asserted that the fact of 
the western line of Manitoba being placed 
there, it had been done for the purpose of 
making Manitoba a kind of French Cana- 
dian reserve, the Government altered 
that portion of the Bill, which fixed the 
western boundary at 98 degrees, 15 mi- 
nutes, with the power of extending 
westward hereafter, in the meantime ex- 
tending the boundary to 99 degrees, 
which would bring in Portage LaPrairie 
and all the settlements, in fact, which 
existed in that direction. 
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the settlers on River Blanche. and the two 
or three settlements beyond that? 


Hon, Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD.—Yes; 
all the settlements, including Portage La 
Prairie and the White Mud River Set- 
tlement. He ought to say that the fixing 
of the line as it had been at first, did 
not originate with the Franco- ‘Cana- 
dians ; it did not come from priestly 
influence ; it did not come to them by 
any way which had been insinuated— 
—hbut came from information which they 
had received, and they acted accordingly. 
He had great pleasure in stating the fact. 
The eastern boundary would remain the 
same as in the former Bill, at 96 degrees. 
He would make a few remarks on this 
point, and the House would at once see 
the reason why they did not invite discus- 
sion onit. The line was fixed at 96 de- 
grees, because a large body of the Sioux 
Indians, who were friendly of the 
Canadian Government, but opposed to 
the Red River authorities, dwelt. to the 
east of that line, and to hand them over to 
the new Province would not tend to pro- 
mote friendly feelings towards the Cana- 
dian Government, or give a peiceful pas- 
sage to the troops through their country. 
If those Indians were handed over without 
any treaty being made with them, or with- 
out consulting their rights or w ishes, they 
might cut off, or seriously inte-fere with, 
communication between the head of Lake 
Superior and Fort Garry. For that reason 
they fixed the eastern boundary at the 96th 
meridian. That was the only change made, 
even with respect to boundary. The con- 
sequences of the increase of the popula- 
tion in the new Province necessitated a 
change in the amount of the debt with 
which the new Province should come into 
the Dominion, and this would be increased 
by the number of the population added 
since the Bill had been introduced. The 
original proposition was that the number 
of inhabitants should be estimated at 15,- 
000. It was now based on a supposed 
population of 17,000. The amount of debt 
at which they would be allowed to come 
into the Dominion was calculated on that 
population of 15,000, and so with regard to 
the subsidy, they commence with a subsidy 
of 80c per head on the population of 17,- 
000, which would be held to be the popu- 
lation of the Province until the decennial 
census of 1881. The Government believed 
17,000 was a very liberal estimate of the 
population. 

Mr. MACKENZIE.—Hear, hear. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
The population will not be affected 
in any way by the census to _ be 
taken next” year. hen on the 
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as they had added 
1,000 to the number of inhabitants of the 
proposed Province, a proportion of whom 
were halt-breeds, ‘they proposed to add 
200,000 acres more, increasing the area 
from 1,200,000 acres to 1 ,400,000 to provide 
for the families of half-breeds living in the 
country. Nowa good deal of discussion 
took place on the measure, in which it was 
evident some apprehension had arisen 
with respect to the pecuniary arrangements 
and with respect to the disposal of lands. 
Those apprehensions were very natural, in- 
asmuch as the Bill was not in the hands of 
hon. gentlemen, and they could only 
gather the intentions of the Government 
from the statements he had made at the 
time he had introduced the Bill. In order 
that the House might at once see the ar- 
rangements that had been made with res- 
pect to land, he would read the clauses re- 
lating to it, calling the attention of the 
House tothem. He would say, however, 
that those clauses must be introduced by 
resolution, and would not be considered as 
portions of the Bill until adopted im Com- 
mittee. The 22nd clause implied that the 
Province should be entitled to come in 
and receive interest at the rate of five per 
cent per annum on the sum of $472,000 
being at. the same rate as was allowed 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and New- 
foundland. The 25rd clause provided that 
the sum of $30,000 should be paid yearly 
for the support of the Government, and be 
increased every decennial census till the 
population should reach 400,000 souls. 
The 25th clause provided that the Custom’s 
duties now in force in Rupert’s Land 
should be continued for three years after 
the passage of this Act. The rate was 4 
per. cent ad valorem on all imports with the : 
exception of spirits and coal, on which 
there was a duty amounting almost to pro- 
hibition. The Government had decided 
on this in consequence of the remoteness 
of the Settlement from the great markets 
of supply, goods being supplied by,.way 
of York Factory or through the United 
States, via St. Paul’s, and then when the 
goods reached the consumers they cost 
ruinous prices. They would not have the 
advantage of improved intercourse with 
Canada for at least three years, and it was 
deemed expedient that they should not 
commence with the Government of that 
country by providing that the price of the 
necessaries of life should be increased as a 
very first consequence of their becoming a 
portion of the Dominion. Therefore the 
House would agree that it was a 
wise provision that the duty which 
existed in Canada should not be pre- 
maturely imposed upon the people of 
the new Province. Under the charter of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company all the lands 
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whatever that might be contained in the 
country covered by that charter were vest- 


Province of 


ed in fee simple in the Company. Under | hold by grant from the Crown. 


the arrangements by which the country 
was transferred to the Dominion, those 
lands and all the rights of the Hudson's 
Bay Co. in those lands would become part 
of the Dominion of Canada. For the reasons 
which he gave when he first introduced the 


measure, it had not been thought well: 


that the same principle should be adopted 
in the new Territory as had been adopted 
in the other Provinces, of handing over all 
the lands to the Local Legislature. They 
were in the present case retained by the 
Dominion. The 26th clause provided that 
all ungranted or waste lands in the Pro- 
vince shall be free, and, after the date of 
the said transfer, vested in the Crown and 
administered by the Government of Canada 
for purposes of the Dominion, subject to 
and except so faras the same may be 
affected by the conditions and stipulations 
contained in the agreement for the sur- 
render of Rupert's Land by the Hudson’s 
Bay Company to Her Majesty. Those 
clauses referred to the land for the half- 

breeds, and go toward extinguishing the 
Indian title. If those half-breeds were not 
pure-blooded Indians, they were their 
descendants. There Ww ere very few full- 

blooded Indians now remaining, and there 
would not be any pecuniary difficulty in 
meeting their claims. Those half-breeds 
had a strong claim to the lands, in conse- 
quence of their extraction, as well as from 
being settlers. The Government therefore 
proposed for the purpose of settling those 
claims, this reserve of 1,400,000 acres. The 
clause provided that the lands should be 
regulated under orders in Council by the 
Governor General, acting by the Lieut.-Gov- 
ernor, who should select such lots or 
tracts in such parts of the Province as he 
might deem expedient to the extent afore- 

said, and divide the same among the chil- 
dren of half-breeds—heads of families. No 
land*would be reserved for the benefit of 
white speculators, the land being only 
given for the actual purpose of settlement, 
The conditions had to be made in that 
Parliament who would show that care and 
anxiety for the interest of those tribes 
which would prevent that liberal and just 
appropriation from being abused. The 
next clause provided for quieting the titles 
and assuring the settlers in the Province 
the peaceable possession of the lands now 
held by them. The sections were—lIst. 
All grants of land in freehold made 
by the Hudson's Bay Company prior 
to the transfer to Canada, - shall, 

if required by the owner be confirmed by 
grant from the Crown. 2nd. All grants of 
estates less than freehold in land made by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company prior to the 


Hon. Str John A. Macdonald. 
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transfer to Canadashall, if required by the 
owner, be converted into an estate in free- 
srd._ All 
titles by occupancy with the sanction and 
under license and authority of the Hud- 
son’s Bay Company prior to the transfer to 
Canada of land in that part of the Province 
in which Indian Titles have been extinguish- 

ed, shall have the right of pre- -emption of 
the same on such terms and conditions as 
may be determined on by the Governor in 
Council. 5th. The Lieutenant Governor is 
hereby authorized under regulations to be 
made from time to time, by the Governor 
General in Council, to make all such pro- 
visions for ascertaining and adjusting on 
fair and equitable terms the rights of com- 
mon and rights of cutting hay, held and 
enjoyed by settlers in the Province, and 
for the commutation of the same by grants 
of land from the Crown. It had been said 
that this section was illogical because the 
question of the title of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company was disputed. The people wish- 

edto have the matter set at rest, and it 
was therefore proposed to allow their 
grants to be confirmed by the Crown if they 
desired it. The second section was. pro- 
posed under the view that it was advisable 
to grant this privilege, always under the 
condition that there should be actual set- 
tlement. A question had been put under 
the next section as to whether it gave large 
tracts of land to existing large corpora- 
tions. He and his colleagues had made 
enquiries and found that there were not 
such large grants nor large corporations ex 
isting there. The policy of the Hudson's 
Bay Campany had been to grant a lot of 
100 acres for churches and buildings to all 
denominations. The Seminary of St. Boni- 
face had no right or claim to the grant of 5 
square miles alluded to, but the first bishop 
had, it was said, received a grant from Lord 
Selkirk, but that the claim had never been 
made. But the clause referred only to 
the title held by occupancy with the sanc- 

tion and under the license and authority 
of the Hudson Bay Company. This ques- 
tion of a grant to the seminary was not 
touched by the clause, and if a claim was 
brought forward, it would have to be de- 
cided ina Court of Law. Bishop Tache 
had never said anything about it, and no 
attempt had ever been'made to force an 
advantage from the Government for the 
benefit of the Roman Catholic Church 
(hear). With regard to the fourth class, 
they were merely squatters; but they 
ought to be protected and have the right 
of preemption of the same on such terms 
and conditions as might be determined by 
the Governor-General in Council. 


Hon. Mr. WOODasked who was to ex- 
amine the titles. 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the experience of the Province of Canada 
would point out how that was to be done. 
There would be the same system and pro- 
cess as had prevailed in those Provinces. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said they must come 
to a Court to decide that question. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
that would be the Council of the Govern- 
or General. It was clear that he must 
have an officer under his control, the Lieu. 
tenant Governor, who would be acting un- 
der him. It would be under the direc- 
tion of the Government of Canada. The 
5th section affected the white settlers, 
principally as to the rights of common and 
of cutting hay. This had been enjoyed by 
the settlers; and although when the 
country was more settled, it was clear 
that those rights would disappear, it would 
be a great injustice and inconvenience to 
take away, the right at present. It was a 
very difficult question to decide ; and the 
clause, he thought was the only clear way 
of solving the difficulty. Of course there 
would be many cases which could only be 
decided by an official present at the spot. 
_ The 29th clause was a point of debate. It 
would be hard to require settlers to come 
to Ottawa to obtain grants of land; and 
the clause was to enable a remedy to be 
found for this difficulty. He wished to 
bring the Bill thus simply before the House 
—and would move its second reading. 


_ Mr. MACKENZIE did not intend to dis- 

cuss the Bill, and understood that the hon. 
gentleman’s intentions in introducing the 
Bill was merely to indicate his reasons for 
changing its provisions from those as 
originally introduced. He was glad that 
the hon. gentlemen had been compelled 
by the expression of the House to change 
the western boundary of the Province so 
as to embrace the settlements that he had 
previously deliberately excluded. What 
his motives were for that exclusion he [Mr. 
Mackenzie] could not say, but circumstan- 
tial evidence showed strongly that they 
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. were excluded for the reasons which had 


been given by him. The boundary had so 
far been changed in the right direction; 
but it was not yet at all that in his opin- 
ion it ought to be in the interest of the 
people of the Province. The Bill was not 
satisfactory withregard to its provisions as 
to Lands, LocalGove rnment, &c., which 
were yet to be discussed. If those who 
proposed to discuss the Bill would refer to 
the treaty concluded in London, they 
would find the titles presented by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company to be maintained 
were only to be those granted up to the 8th 
March, 1869, but the Bill now proposed 
to affirm them upto the passing of this 
Act [hear]. 
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jectel entirely to allowing the Hudson's 
Bay Company the right to convey lands 
from the time stated in the treaty, and he 
felt confident that. the House would nok 
recognize titles granted after that date. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—I have 
been informed by the best authority, 
the Governor of the Hudson’s Bay Coze- 
pany, that they have not granted a single 
title since the time stipulated [hear]. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said if that wesc se it 
was better to have it in the Bill, and he 
should make an amendment to that efliect. 
The hon. gentleman could not object to 


inserting the date already agreed upon ix 


his Bill. Some other provisions also com- 
flicted with the terms of Union agreed 
upon in the Confideration Act, and these 
of course must be moditied. He should 
attempt to modify it in those cl:uses im 
which the agreements in the Act were ap- 
plicable to all provinces. The provisions 
of the Bill as brought down concerning 
land grants, and contirmation of titles were 
also objectionable in another particular. 
The hon. gentleman had said thit he 
had examined into them, and that there 
wasno kind of claim which could possibly 
have been conferred on any ecclesiastical 
body, except the so-erlled grant of Lord 
Selkirk, wh.ch the Hudson’s Bay Company 
had repudiated. He said they could noi 
invalidate that cliim, but he (Mr McKen- 
zie) thought it was within their power. He 
should go m_re fully into the question to- 
morrow. He had expected that the Goy. 
ernment would have brought down some 
information with respect to these matters 5 
but although the House were told that al! 
the inform ition in possession of the Gov- 
ernment would be laid before the House, 
yet it was not done. With regird to 
Father Thibault’s report, they were told 
that some portions of it were suppressed 
because it would have been injurious te 
the public interest to have pulished it. 
Now, he happened to have seen some of 
the members of the House reading the 
suppressed portion of the del gates’ re- 
ports. The Government had it in type, 
and it was apparently distributed to fa- 
vorites in the House. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD—No, 
no. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I could read it to 
you, for some friend sent it to me (hear, 
hear, and cries of ‘‘read.’’) It stated that 
the hon. memher for Lanark and his friends 
were to be banished from the Territory 
(hear, hear). If that sentence of banish- 
ment was to be pronounced by delegates 


‘of the Government against any of their 


people, the House and country ought to 
know it (hear, hear). He had protested 


Je could only say that he ob- | last night against that kind of legislating 
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in secret, and he could not admire the | shown to their own friends, that it was sto- 


spirit of any Legislature that would sub- | len property. | 
To ask the House at | tempted to get out of difficulty by using 


mit to it (cheers). 
that late period of the session to proceed 
with so important a measure without any 
mformation would not lead them toa sound 
conclusion on such important matters as 
the Land Tenure in that country. It was 
asking too much. The terms of the treaty 
of Lord Selkirk and the Hudson's Bay 
Company might be fuund out and consid- 
ered by one or two members, from works 
to be found in the Library, but the great 
bulk of the members would not be able to 
obtain information unless Government 
aided them. He objected to that treat- 
ment because it showed adesire to get 
this Bill, which contained so many objec- 
tionable clauses, through without discus- 
sion. The debate yesterday succeeded in 
obtaining several important emendations 
to the Bill, and he hoped that the same 
energy directed to other clauses would 
gre itly amend the general character of the 
Bill (hear, hear). He uid not at the pre- 
sent time intend to discuss its general pro- 
visions. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER depre-’ 


cated the discussion, of the Bill then. The 
Government had no _ objection to the 
discussion, but the hon. — gentle- 
man ought not to say that he was not ready 
to discussit and yet to d» so. The 
Premier hid stated when introducing the 
Bill with regard to Portage La Prairie that 
it having been said that pcople there did 
not wsh to be admitt-d it would not be 
done ; but that provision was made by the 
Bill for its entrance Wwh.n they desired it. 
Since then the Government had heard opi- 
nions expressed which justitied them in say- 
ing positively that the Settlement wished 
to be included, and they therefore made the 
proposition. Withregard to Father Thi- 
bault’s report, the Government h.d not 
committed the foul and low proceedings 
ascrived to them by the hon. member for 
Lambton. ‘They were able to do without 
any such acts. No part of Father Thibault’s 
report had been suppressed. If the hon. 
member had any suggestion to improve 
the measure the Government would re- 
ceive and consider them and as this taunt 
that the Government was slow in its action, 
he retorted upon the hon. mem er by the 
assertion that he (Sir G. E. Cuirtier) was 
willing to give the hon. member time to 
prepare a scheme if he wished to do so 
(daughter). The preparation of the Bill 
had been a difficult task. 


Hon. Mr McDOUGALL entirely dis- 


agreed with the doctrine of the Minister of 


Justice, which he hat propounded several 
times thit the information which was 
withheld from the House, but which was 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


The Minister of Militia at- 


appropriate epithets, but he thought the 
real question was—did such information 
exist, and had the hon. gentleman. suffic- 
ient cause to withhold it trom the country. 
The Minister of Militia had said that noth- 
ing had been suppressed from the report, 
but he (Hon. Mr. McDougall) had the 
ipsissimis verbis of the letter, which was 
printed at the office of the Government. 
Did the hon. gentleman mean to say that 
the following was not written by the Gov- 
ernment’s Commissioner -— 


Sr. Bontracs, 20th March, 1870. 
‘The Hon. Mr. Howe: 


Str—I am happy to be able to inform 
you that the delegates are to leave to- 
morrow in the hope of effecting a satisfact- 
ory arrangement with the Canadian Goy- 
ernment. ‘To accomplish this result we 
have been obliged to use much caution. I 
must confess that when we arrived here I 
had very slight hopes of success, as every 
one then spoke of annexation to the Uni- 
ted States. The report of our proceedings 
is sent separately. We have not tried to 
hurry through our business, and it is to 
this, mainly, that our success is due. As 
for Mr. McDougall, neither he nor any of 
his party will ever be received into the 
Territory. The Territory is now quiet. 

(Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL.—Yes, order 
reigns at Warsaw. Recollect this was after 
the murder of Scott. Noreference is made 
to that.) 


“And I believe that if Mr. Black were ap- 
pointed Governor all would be well, for 
that gentleman enjoys the esteem of the 
entire population, French and English. | 
entertain, sir, a confident hope that the 
Canadian Government will deal kindly 
with our poor people, who, I can assure 
you, are not ill-disposed. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your very humble servant, 
J. W. THIBAUET: 


The various statements of the letter were 
read amid considerable excitement. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL continued—that 
was the view taken by the Rev. Com- 
missioner, and whether it was a correct 
view or not, it did not seem to him to be 
@ genuine document (hear, hear). It 
sounded very much as if it came from the 
Government. It ought to have been sent 
with the other. Atall events it was now be- 
fore the House and the country. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—How is it 
before the House? 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said he had read 
it pretty clearly, and although it was not in 
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Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 


would answer all the purposes he intended | there was some doubt in this respect about 


at all events (hear hear). It was before the 
House and country in about the same man- 
ner in which a private circular to the Re- 
form party of the hon. gentleman was. 
(Loud laughter). 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Exactly. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—Tke hon. gen- 
tleman had denied that there was such a 
circular, and that no one had aright to 
discuss it. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—We paid for 
ing it afterwards (laughter). 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—And we have 
paid for this too, I expect (hear). With 
regard to the Bill, he sincerely dissented 
from many of its provisions. Several im- 
portant changes had taken place in the 
Bill; and although the hon. gentleman re- 
presented the changes as being small, the 
lands were previously left under the con- 
trol of the Local Government, but now 
they were taken charge of by the Govern- 
ment here; and an important amendment 
had been made in regard to the boundary. 
He would like to see it extended to the 
boundaries of Lord Selkirk’s Grant. The 
hon, gentleman opposite had taunted 
them with not being able to prepare a Bill; 
but he contended that the Opposition 
would be able to draft Bills as weil writ- 
ten and as little liable to be amended next 
Session of Parliament as were produced 
from the other side (hear.) The Bill 
was stated to have been drawn up hastily 
in two or three days; but it was now some 
three or four weeks since the delegates 
had arrived in town. It appeared that 
owing tosome remarks from the Opposi- 
tion side, the Government had consulted 
other par ties, and the result of that con- 
sultation had been the modification of the 
Bill, and some further modification might 
be still obtained, 


Hon. Col. GRAY moved the adjournment 
of the debate. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
the member for North Lanark ought not 


print- 


to have read the letter when informed that 


it was strictly confidential. The letter was 
not a portion of the report of the Rev. Mr. 
Thiebault to the Government, but was 
merely a letter to the Secretary of State, 
_and was printed confidentially for the con- 

venience of the Cabinet. Some copies were 
stolen, and the receivers of these copies 
were receivers of stolen goods. 

Mr. MILLS asked if the Government in- 
tended to ask the Imperial confirmation of 
the power of this Bill, or whether it would 
be a tentative one, which might be with- 
drawn ? 


i 


the appointment of Senators, with regard 
to other portions of the Bill the course to 
be adopted will dependa great deal on the 
way in which the Bill passed in Parlia- 
ment. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD thought with the ex- 
ception of Senators the provisions of the 
Bill would be embraced under an Imperial 
Order in Council. 


Hon Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the 
question would be open for a further con- 
sideration. 

The debate was then adjourned. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 


The House then went into Commitice of 


Supply. 
Hon. Col. GRAY in the chair. 


On item of $2,480 to pay various mem- 
bers of Civil Service increases which would 
have accrued under the old Civil Service 
Act for the years 1867 and 1868. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it would be ad- 
visable that the hon. gentleman should 
make a supplementary financial statement 
showing the rationale of those estimates, 
and the surplus or deficit of the year as 
attected by them. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS-HINCKS thought 
there would be nothing interesting in that 
statement. ‘lhe proposed considerable ex- 
penses had been caused by calling out the 
militia, which had added asum of: $200,000 
to the Estimates; but for that extraordi- 
nary expenditure, it would only have been 
necessary to ask for votes which would not 
have affected the financial state of the coun- 
try. He had no doubt that thesurplus an- 
ticipated by his predecessor would be real- 
ized; but there might be something of a 
deficit caused by that extraordinary ‘militia 
expense, but that would be compensated 
for by the surplus he expected next year. 
Hedid not think he would be required to 
ask the House to give him any additional 
Ways and Means this year. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said he was express- 
ing the opinion of the House when he said 
the Supplementary Estimates were of a 
startling character. Setting aside the ex- 
penditure on the North West, and of $200,- 
OOO for the Fenian invasion there was not 
a single one which ought not to have been 
included in the or dinary estimate last 
session. i!e pointed out that by that mode. 
of dealing with the public expenditure, 
the House and public now knew the exact 
expenditure of the Government. The 
House would this year, as in the Province 
of Canada during the last ten years, have a 
considerable deficit. That was not a satisfac- 
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tory state of affairs, nor was it such a state 
of the finances as the Minister had at an 
early part of the session led them to 
imagine [hear]. 

- Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said all would 
admit whether the Fenian invasion . was 
imaginary or not. His predecessor could 
not foresee it. 

The item of $25,000 for lighthouses on 
the River St. Lawrence, was an advance of 
a vote for next year. 

Another item of $20,000 for Fisheries and 
Marine Police was also concurred in, and 
was voted for next year. It was only to 
allow them to be used in the current year. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Will the hon. gen- 
tleman deduct these from the sums already 
voted ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Certainly. 


On item for $7,500 to meet current ex- 
penditure for the remainder of the year, 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked an explana- 
tion of the cause of such a large amount 
being asked for ? 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
would speak with perfect candour, and 
say that the estimates last year had been 
so cut down that a large sum was required. 
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His predecessor in office found it neces- 
sary to ask a large sum, but the Opposi- 
tion would insist on having it cut down, 
and it was neccessary to make up the de- 
ficiency. 

The following items were then carried :—- 
Civil Government :—$2,480 ; Dominion Po- 
lice, Legislative Printing, Binding, Ruling, 
Paper, &c., $12,146.41; Geological Survey 
Observation, $2,000; Immigration and 
Quarantine, $12,668 Ocean and River Steam 
Service, $500. 

On item $200,000 to meet the expendi- 
ture incurred in repelling a threatened 
invasion by Fenians. 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry) said he 
thought it disgraceful that we should any 
longer submit to invasions from Ameri- 
can citizens. It was high time that some- 
thing should be done about it. It was 
time that this country should make repre- 
sentations to the Imperial Government of 
these repeated threats of invasion (hear). 
Year after year they have gone on in this 
way ; appropriations had been made to 
pay expenses occasioned by these scares, 
and trade was interfered with, for which 
the United States Government should be 
held responsible. He would like to know 
how long the people of the United States 
would submit to such an invasion from the 
Canadas. There was something wrong 
somewhere, and the time had arrived when | 
something should be done. He was as 


loyal to Britain as any man in the Domini. | 


Hon. Mr. Holton. 
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on, but he must admit he felt degraded at 
the manner in which we were treated by 
the Home Government. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON believed the infor- 
mation of the Government was baseless, 
that there had been no organized Fenian 
Government looking to an invasion of the 
country during the present year, and he 
thought when the Government asked for 
that appropriation of $200,000 the time 
had come when the Government should 
disclose to the House the information on 
which they acted, and submit the de- 
tails respecting the number of troops call- 
ed into active service and all. information 
in the possession of the Government res- 
pecting the subject. There could be no 
good reason for further delay in giving the 
reasons which justified that appropriation, 
and thesuspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act. He hoped the Government would 
seize that opportunity to satisfy the House 
that they had yielded upon sufficient infor- 
mation to satisfy the House that they 
did not give way to undue alarm and _ that 
the expenditure had been judicious, and 
above all to say when they intended to re- 
peal the suspension of the Habeas Corpus 
Act. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said when 
his late colleague and himself were in Eng- 
land and the Alabama claims were urged on 
the Imperial Government, they felt if that 
claim was to be referred to arbitration the 
Canadian claim against the United States 
should be dealt with. As that organization 
was allowed to be carried on in the United 
States, they had a good claim for indem- 
nity. He would not say how far they 
should complain against the Imperial Goy- 
ernment for not seeing to immediately 
stopping the Fenian organization. The 
public press of the country, and the pres- 
ence of armed bodies of troops in various 
parts, must force itself on the notice of 
the United States Government. It would 
be hard to say, though, how far they were 
responsible for not suppressing the organi- 
zation, or how far the Imperial Government 
were to blame for not seeing it put down. 
If such a body of men were in France, 
threatening the peace of England, the 
Imperial Government would not be long 
in demanding its suppression. (Hear, 
hear.) The hon. member opposite asked. 
for all the information in the possession of 
the Government, but it would be unwise to 
give it, for it would be the means of jeop- 
ardizing the lives of parties who supplied 
it. Information was supplied by a secret 
police, and it would be unwise to give the 
source of news. He might say, however, 
that information was from reliable sources, 
and justified the action taken by the Goy- 
ernment. 
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Mr. D. A. MACDONALD—Were you not 
deceived ? 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said the Gov- 
ernment had been informed from Washing- 
ton and other sources that a movement 
was about to take place. It was known to 
the United States Government and they 
warned them that though they were aware 
of it they could not then take steps to pre- 
vent it. But for the steps taken by the 
Government there was no doubt an inva- 
sion would have occurred, and the Govern- 
ment would have been unmindful of their 
duty to the country if they had not resort- 
ed to the means which they had _ taken to 
prevent it. Even that day they had re- 
ceived information which in fact warned 
them. He was not at liberty to give the 
name ofthe party who informed him, but 
might say the person was an intimate 
friend of the hon. member for Chateau- 
guay himself. With regard to the suspen- 
sion of the Habeas Corpus Act, it had done 
as much as the calling out of the Volun- 
teers towards checking the threatened in- 
vasion. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Was it for the sus- 
pension of Fenians. (Laughter.) 

Hon. Sir GHO. E. CARTIER—If the 
hon. member for Lambton will undertake 
that job, we willnot only pay him $200,000, 
but $400,000. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—You have plenty on 
your own side of the House fit to under- 
take the job. . 


Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER continued— 
Owing to letters received to-day, he could 
not say when the Habeas Corpus Act would 
be restored. 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry), Mr. 
CHAMBEBLIN and Mr. HARRISON having 
made some remarks, 


Mr. RYMAL said they were too old now 
to appeal to Britain for help. 


Mr. MACKENZIE discredited the ru- 
mours that had been circulated about the 
Fenian raid. He thought that the sum of 
$200,000 was a very large amount to ex- 
pend in moving two or three thousand 
men. Hedid not think that such exten- 
sive’preparations were required. . 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD de- 
fended the course of the Government. 

After some further discussion, the item 
was carried. 

The Committee rose and reported. 

The House adjourned at 1:30 aim. 


Supplementary 
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a Orrawa, May 5, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the Chair at three 
o'clock. 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Mr. SEYMOUR presented the 
fifth report of the Select Committee on 
Contingent Accounts. The Committee 
call attention to the fact that the balance 
in the hands of the Clerk, at the credit of 
the Senate, on the thirty-first day of De- 
cember last, was twenty-four thousand five 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and ninety- 
eight cents ($24,566.98). The clerk has 
satisfied your Committee by the produc- 
tion of vouchers numbered from 299 to 


440 both inclusive, that he disbursed six- 


teen thousand and seventy-six dollars and 
twenty-one cents ($16,076.21), of this sum 
between the first day of January and the 
thirty-first day of March last, both days 
inclusive, so that on the first day of April 
last the balance in his hands at the credit 
of the Senate, was reduced to eight thou- 
sand four hundred and ninety dollars and. 
seventy-seven cents ($8,490.77). 

The Committee also recommend that 
the Clerk be directed not to apply for more 
than $5,000 at one time, on account of the 
appropriation for the salaries and contin- 
gencies of the Senate. 


LA BANQUE DU PEUPLE. 


Hon. Mr. HAMILTON, from the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Commerce and Rail- 
ways, reported the Bill ‘To continue in 
force the provisions of divers Acts relating 
to La Banque du Peuple’’ with several 
amendments. 


The amendments were agreed to, and. 
the Bill read a third time and finally 
passed. ; 

Several Bills were vrought down from 
the Commons. 


An Act to remedy the inconvenience 
which would arise from the expiration of 
the Acts and parts of Acts herein men- 
tioned before the passing of the Act of 
this session to continue the same’’ was 
read a third time and finally passed. 


INTERNATIONAL UNIFORM COINS, 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The Order of the day being read for the 
consideration of the report of the Select 
Committee appomted to enquire what 
steps have been taken, and what progress 
has been made in the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland, towards estab- 
lishing an uniform international decimal 
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system of measures, weights and coins, 
and to report how far such a system may 
be advantageously applied to the mea- 
sures, weights and coins of thi#Dominion. 


. On motion of the Hon. Mr. RYAN, se- 
conded by the Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE 
ST. JUST, it was 


Ordered, That the same be postponed 
until Monday next, and that in the mean- 
time the said report be printed in both 
languages for the use of members. 


CONTINGENT ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON moved, and Hon. 
Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST seconded, 
the adoption of the report of the Select 
Committee of Contingent Accounts in fa- 
vour of reporting and publishing the de- 
bates of the House during the next ses- 
sion. 

Some debate ensued, all the speakers 
being in favour of having fuller and more 
accurate reports than had hitherto ap- 
peared. 

The report, however, was held over 
until next sitting of the House. 

The House then adjourned until Satur- 
day next at three o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Orrawa, May 5, 1870. 


9 
v 


The 
o'clock. 


SPEAKER took the chair at 


SUPPLY. 


The House went into Committee of 
Supply, Hon. Col. GRAY in the chair. 

On item of $2,146 41 to meet the amount 
required to cover expenditure for print- 
ing, binding and distributing laws for the 
remainder of the year, 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS explained that the 
sum was a vote for expenses which were 
not taken into consideration last year. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the charges for 
distributing seemed extravagant, the cost 
of carting from the Departments alone 
being $1,200. He asked that a statement 
should be furnished of the actual cost of 
printing done under contract; and other 
charges should be brought up before the 
item came up for concurrence. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS promised 
should be done. 


Item carried. 


Items of $25,000 to meet the expendi- 
ture on account of the construction of light 
houses for the river St. Lawr ence, in Bia 


Hon, Mr. Ryan. 
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vance of $10,000 in the Estimate for 1870- roe 
$4,916 for light house and coast service in 
New Brunsw ick ; $20,000 for protection of 
fisheries and marine 'police, in advance of 
vote for 1870-71, and $6,963 to cover the ex- 
penditure for fishing services in Ontario, 
Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, over esti- 
mated expenditure, were carried. 


On the item $9,661 to pay the Board of 
Trade of Montreal for expenses incurred 
in the appointment of Official Assignees in 
connection with the Insolvent Act of 1869. 


| Mr. MACKENZIE said that duty was 
fulfilled by Boards of Trade in all parts, 
and no exception should be made in favour 
of Montreal. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said the result of that 
item would be that Boards of Trade in 
other cities would make similar charges. 


* Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said the services 
performed in Montreal were very numer- 
ous. The charge was not a new one, and 
the duty had been performed by the same 
officers. The item appeared in last year’s 
estimates. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—!I did not see it. 


Mr. HARRISON said that the amount 
of the item was small, but there was a 
principle involved and he hoped the Goy- 
ernment would consent to drop it. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS said from repre- 
sentations made to him just now by the 
members for the city of Montreal he would 
drop the item. 


Mr. THOMPSON (Haldimand)— Another 
change in the Government policy. (Laugh- 
ter). 

Item accordingly withdrawn. 

Item of $10,000 for Cullers—In reply to 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS explained that the 
vote was necessary in consequence of en- 
larged business. He should find it necessary 
either to introduce a new system or in- 
crease the fees so as to make the receipts 
equal to the expenditure. 


Hon- Mr. IRVINE said that the charge 
for culling ought not to be imposed upon 
the revenue. The lumber trade ought to 
be able to support its necessary charges. 
He thought that culling fees were now a 
great deal higher than needed. ‘The real 
difficulty was that there were a great many 
more men employed than required. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said that in the Esti- 
mates for the year ’68 ’69 the wages of 
cullers alone were put down at $22,000, 
but in the current year the item was re- 
duced by $10,065. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the estimated 
loss was $5,000, the fees being less than 
the expenses by that amount. He had 
| persistently refused to make an addition 
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to the staff, and had done so in the case 
of applicants that very day. He had the 
whole matter now under consideration and 
believed in such changes. The present 
vote was required for the current quarter. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said surely that ought 
to have been provided for in the regular 
estimates of last year, 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the reason was 
that last year’s vote was not suflicient to 
meet the expenditure. 

The item was then carried. 

On the item of $20,000 for completion of 
Customs’ services, 


Hon. Mr. TILLEY briefly explained the 
reasons for this supplementary vote. 

The item was carried. 

On the item of $6,000 for covering ex- 
penditure of Money Order and Savings’ 
Bank Departments, not especially included 
in the estimates, 

Hon. Sir _F. HINCKS said there was a 
misunderstanding with the Post Office De- 
partment, and in consequence the amount 
for these Departments had not been in- 
cluded in the list of estimates for service. 
This had been obviated in the estimates 
for next year. 

The item was Carried. 

On the item $6,480 for the amount paid 
to the Welland Canal Loan Company for 
rent or lease of water power, Government 
having resumed possession, 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN explained that 
the Company obtained from Government 
a lease of the surplus water between 
locks No’s. land 2, and under ‘certain 
conditions mentioned in the deed, the 
Company gave sub-leases: but it was 
found afterwards that they required with 
their lease a certain extent of land along 
the banks of the canal to work the water 
powers. The Chief Engineer having been 
sent up reported against the lease of that 
land, and stated that it would be impolitic 
to allow the Company to go on, and it 
would be better to make some arrange- 
ment with them to have them give up 
that lease which had been granted alto- 
‘gether for 21 years—by which the power 
would be vested in the hands of the Gov- 
ernment. The Company agreed to give 
up their lease and be discharged of any 
future payment, if their claims should be 
recognized by Government, and that a 
sum equal to the amount of rent paid by. 
the Company to Government should be 
paid over to the Company for the abandon- 
ment of their rights. That was the sum 
mentioned in the-item of $6,480. 


Mr. THOMPSON—Has any reduction 
been allowed to tenants of water powers 
along the Welland Canal for the loss of 
water power last year? 
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Hon, Mr. LANGEVIN—No. I under. 
stand there has been no remission. 

Item $6,683 for awards and gratuity to 
individuals injured on the Nova Scotia 
Railway, and of $8,000 for the Eastern 
Extension Railway, were carried. 


NORTH WEST EXPEDITION. 


On the item of $1,460,000 for opening 
communication with and establishing Gov- 
ernment in, and providing the settlement 
of such Territories, inciuding the expedi- 
tion to Red River—revote, 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it would be re- 
membered that in the Committee of Sup- 
ply, in the ordinary estimates, that amount 
was voted for the purpose of opening 
negotiating and establishing a settlement 
in the North West; but when the question 
of concurrence came up, the hon. member 
for Soulanges moved anamendment, de- 
claring in effect that no part of that ap- 
propriation should be expended on a 
military expedition to that country, which 
was said at that time to be in contempla- 
tion. The House was assured at that 
time by the Minister of Justice that no 
part of that money would be expended 
upon this proposed military expedition, 
and that if such an expedition was con- 
templated, the sanction of that House 
would be asked for it, and that the re- 
quisite money would be asked in a 
straightforward proposal, (hear), The 
motion of the member for Soulanges had 
been allowed to remain on the order 
papers for more than afortnight, and the 
Government had not called up the item. 
But they now proposed to drop the pre- 
vious vote and evade the motion of the 
hon. member for Soulanges, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS— hear.) 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Yes ; by introduc. 
ing into the Supplementary Estimates this 
item in another form which would cover 
in point of fact the expense of this pro- 
posed military expedition, (hear.) He 
did not think that this was dealing fairly 
with the House, and was grossly digres- 
sing from what he believed to be the 
true Parliamentary practice by appropriat- 
ing to meet those military expenses out 
of the money voted for different purposes. 
two years ago, (hear). He could not 
imagine anything more repugnant to sound. 
Parliamentary practice than that course 
of the hon. gentleman. Ifa military ex- 
pedition were being equipped, why did 
not the Government come down and 
frankly state the policy on which that ex- 
pedition was founded? (hear). Why not 
bring down estimates showing the num- 
ber of men that were to be employed, and 
the amount expended, and other infor- 
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mation to which, as a free Parliament 
they were entitled to from the Ministry, 
instead of seeking to accomplish all their 
purposes, by that indirect, irregular and 
unconstitutional measure? (hear). He 
waited for an explanation from the 
Ministers as to that point. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he 
could not conceive anything more distinct 
than the terms of the resolution now 
before the chair. With reference to the 
fact that it was proposed to defray the 
cost of that expedition out of the vote 
the House was then asked for, the hon. 
gentleman had referred to a discussion on | 
the previous vote. It was perfectly true 
that the original vote which was taken 
last year, and for which a loan was author. 
ized by Parliament last year, was asked 
for when no military expedition was con- 
templated ; and it was moreover perfectly 
true that when the Estimates were last 
year brought down, and that when esti- 
mates provided for the balance of the 
vote which had been previously taken, 
and to which this loan had been granted ; 
it was perfectly true that it was not then 
contemplated to apply any portion of it 
for that expedition, and that was distinctly 
stated, as the hon. member well knew. 
The hon. gentleman complained that the 
resolution, having been reported from 
Committee, the Government stated they 
were not prepared to go into the discus- 
sion of the whole question on the motion 
proposed by the hon. member for Soulan- 
ges, which was calculated to bring on dis- 
cussion. The hon. gentleman wished to 
know why the Government did not come 
down with their policy? It was answered 
at the time that whether the expedition 
was to be what might be called a warlike 
expedition or one of peace they could not 
state. He believed, looking at the state 
of matters, that he regarded it as one of 
peace, and consequently likely to incur 
less expense than was once anticipated. 
The hon. gentleman charged the Govern- 
ment with endeavouring to evade a discus- 
sion on the subject. Government had no 
such desire. It was perfectly well known 
that it was their intention to send troops 
to the North-West and a discussion would 
take place on the subject; but they simply | 
asked that vote, intending to supply out of 
the fund already voted and sanctioned by 
the House, a sum to go to pay the costs ot 
the expedition. If this House, knowing 
that fact, was not prepared to grant that 
sum then a straight vote would be taken 
on the resolution. 

Hon. J. HILLYARD CAMERON be- 
lieved not only the House but the country 
at large would sustain the course the Gov- | 
ernment had taken in that matter, and they 
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had no reason to be alarmed. ‘They had 
placed the matter in sucha state that 
must give satisfaction to the country at 
large. If they were going to the Nor’- 
West for the purpose of protecting the 
people, the House ought to understand 
what amount was intended — for 
such a purpose. The Government need 
have no fear in stating that, and no 
better opportunity for making explanations 
on the subject could be given. They had 
placed everything on a satisfactory footing, 
and their best course was to state their po- 
licy and what they intended to do and the 
people would sustain them beyond doubt. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said that the vote was 
only $160,000 more than the first estimate- 
He wshed to know if that sum was intend. 
ed to cover the military expedition to the 
North-West. (No, no.) Well then they had 
either estimated more than was necessary 
at first, or had asked a vote of money for 
purposes which they had not stated. They 
first asked for $1,300,000, and now they 
asked for $1,460,000. The first vote was 
not intended to cover the military expedi- 
tion, while this one was. Therefore, when 
the estimates were prepared, all that was 
required was the first mentioned sum, for 
the purpose of opening up and providing 
for the government of the Territory, and 
it followed that only $160,000 was required 
to cover the military expedition. 


Hon. Sir. F, HINCKS—“ No, no.” 


Hon. Mr. DORION—Then he was to un- 
derstand that when the Finance Minister 
brought down the first Estimates they ask- 
ed a much larger amount for the purpose 
of opening up the country than they 
intended to spend during the year. 
If so, it was proper that the Estimate 
should be about the amount intended to be 
expended during the year for which the 
vote wasasked. ‘The Finance Minister said 
now that, when the House was asked to vote 
$1,300,000, he did not intend to expend 
during the year, for which the vote was ask- 
ed, anything like that amount. Well, it 
was an Objectionable course, and the House 
was entitled to know what was the amount 
out of the vote of $1,460,000 that the Gov- 
ernment intended to expend in opening 
up the country and for the Government of 
the North West, and what was the amount 
that they expected to expend in the mili- 
tary expedition. And he thought it due 
to the House that they should know, when 
voting that large sum of money what it was 
for, and what portion was to be appropriat- 
ed to each particular service, and he did not 
know that he should ,object to any of the 
items when he should know for what pur- 
pose they were required. Perhaps the hon. 
member did not know what that expedition 
would cost. He (Hon. Mr. Dorion) could 
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understand that very weli, but the House 
should know what amount was asked for 
that purpose, and it should be separated 
from the sums intended for other purposes. 
If they should vote several items in a lump 
they might just as well vote everything in 
alump. He thought that not only, should 
they be told the amount required for the 
expedition, but that each item should be 
voted for separately. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought, as a _ preli- 
miniry to further discussion, that the sug- 
g-stion he was about to mike would be in 
order, and would be acquiesced in by the 
Minister of Finance. He thought the 
House could hardly be asked to vote money 
already expended, and he thought they 
might make the present resolution in per- 
fect conformity with the resolution already 
proposed. Thatresolution was for $1,300, - 
OOO, it being alleged in general terms that 
$160,000 had been already expended. He 
proposed to take the vote of $1,460,000, to 
cover the amountalready spent. It wasnow 
thought, as a mere matter of convenience 
and regularity, it would be better not to 
go further with the resolution in its present 
shape. 


Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD said the 
Government might have made a mistake, 
but at any rate it was a mistake in the right 
direction. It was arranged by statute 
that all appropriations unexpended in the 
course of the year should be submitted 
again to the House. ‘The vote of £300,- 
000 tor the North West Territory was a 
case in point, there not being the slight- 
est necessity to ask the House for its re- 
newed sanction. He found from the 35th 
clause of 31 Vic., chap. 5, that the Gov- 
ernment might have effected a loan, and 
have fairly expended the whole of that 
money in organizing, preparing, and send- 
ing up an expedition for the purpose 
stated. He considered the Government 
would be fully warranted in expending 
the whole of the vote in endeayouring to 
establish a Government in that country. 
In bringing down the original estimate, 
the Government merely desired to repeat 
the original vote, and an assurance was 
given that no portion of that money should 
be applied to military purposes. It was 
clear to the House, if the vote was now 
passed for merely the purposes of opening 
communication, &., it would leave the 
country open to unknown expenses on ac- 
count of the expedition. There was no 
certainty in calculating the expenses of 
the expedition, it could only be guessed 
at; but he hoped, owing to recent events, 
that the expenses would be much less 
than once feared. He asked the House 
not to press the Government to disclose 
particulars as to the expe'ition. They 
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did not at present know whether the ex- 
pedition was to be a peaceable or hostile 
one. If it was to be a peaceable one, 
there could be no objection. to giving the 
information, but if the intention was hos- 
tile to state the information, would be to 
give information to the enemy. (Laugh- 
ter). He contended that it would be un- 
wise and imprudent to give the informa- 
tion which might have the effect of in- 
creasing the expense of the present 
expedition, and might render subsequent 
additions to it necessary. He was happy 
to believe that in consequence of the gen- 
erous and liberal spirit which had been 
shown. by the people and Parliament of 
Canada the character of the hostile expe- 
dition would be that of a friendly proces- 
sion. (Hear, hear). He was almost cer- 
tain that unless at the very last moment, 
owing to personal or party conflicts in that 
House, they marred what had been hither- 
to so successfully begun, they might look 
almost immediately for a pacific solution 
of all the difficulties, and that the expedi- 
tion would be received by the people of 
the Territory as the restorer of order 
rather than as threatenings of war, (hear). 


Expedition. 


| He thought the House would see that it 


was not wise to enter into details in refer- 
ence to this expedition; but he 
might give the minimum of force 
to be sent. lt was to be composed of 
one-fourth regulars and _ three-fourths 
Canadian volunteers, who were to be con- 
silered asregulars, and would be under 
the command of regular officers com- 
missioned by Her Majesty—-the expedi- 
tion having the prestige and sanction of 
the Imperial Government, a fact to which 
he attached much importance. The 
minimum strength of force would be 
about 1,000 men, and any addition to that 
number would altogether depend on cir- 
cumstances, over which at present they 
had no control. He hoped the House 
would be satisfied with the explanation 
that he had now given. He would prefer, 
under the circumstances, that the vote 
should be adjourned until they made 
further progress with the Bill he had in- 
troduced. He would rather not have any 
expression of opinion on that item than 
have the happy prospects marred. He 
would ask the Finance Minister to post- 
pone the item until the principle of the 
Bill had been adopted, so that it might 
go to the West that a measure which was 
liberal to generosity in its terms had re- 
ceived the sanction of the majority of 
Parliament. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON contended that the 
argument of the Minister of Justice as to 
the power with regard to the disposal of 
funds raised by loans and appropriations 
was not correct. 
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Mr. JONES made afew remarks as to 
the expedition. 


Hon, Sir A. T. GALT said the House 
had a right to know some particulars 
of the expedition. The Minister of 
Justice said he had taken the House into 
his confidence, but it seemed to him (Sir 
A. T. Galt) to have been but a very little 
way. They ought to know more of de- 
tails as to the length of time it was sup- 
posed the Imperial troops would be on 
that expedition ; when the liability of the 
Imperal Government was to cease; and 
when the £300,000 was to be paid to the 
Hudson’s. Bay Company. He had under- 
stood that it was to be an Imperial ex- 
pedition, and if that was sothe whole 
control and responsibility of the expeii- 
tion would be with the Imperial authori- 
ties, although in the matter of finance 
they were to pay three-fourths, [hear, 
hear]. He certainly considered that it was 
of the highest importance that the Im- 
perial Government should be responsible 
for that expedition, and he should have 
been glad if their responsibility in a pec- 
uniary sense had been larger than it was, 
fhear, hear and laughter]. He would 
like to know how the proposition of one- 
fourth and three-fourths had been arrived 
at. Hedid not think that they could 
expect that the present vote would cover 
all expenditure. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
they would have to come to Parliament if 
more was required. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said if they sent 
up aforce they would have to maintain it. 

Hon. J. HILLYARD CAMERON was obli- 
ged for the information they had obtained, 
but would have liked it to have been 
fuller. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. DORION, 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said that $200,- 
000. was the amount of the vote to be ex- 
pended in opening up communication. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said according to the 
information he had before him the entire 
expenditure up to the present time 
amounted to about$157,000. Now the en- 
tire estimates of Mr. Dawson for opening 
up the whole communication was $165,000 
in round numbers. This estimate had 
been frightfully exceeded. If $137,000 had 
been already expended, and if hon. centle- 
men intended to add $200,000 more there 
was something wrong. He called the 
attention of the House at the commence: 
ment to whathe believed to be a very 
correct account of the extravagance of 
that department of Public Works, and 
he was afraid that the hon. gentleman had 
given good reason for the charges brought 
against .the mode of conducting works 
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which appeared in the newspapers, and 
which he learned from other sources. He 
Mr. Mackenzie] was afraid that the expedi- 
tion going westward would find a fearful 
difficulty in getting over what was called 
a road, but what was really not fit to be 
travelled over by regular vehicles, and 
more particularly when heavily laden. 
He was afraid the road would be impas- 
sable for military expedition. It was quite 
evident the expedition was to go there, 
and the House must vote the means to pay 
for that expedition, and he could only say 
that the Government ought to give the 
House the fullest information as to what 
they intend doing. He would with great 
cheerfulness support and vote for measures 
carrying out that intention. The Goy- 
ernment would lose nothing by being 
entirely frank with the House, though 
the course they had pursued during the 
session had been entirely the opposite. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD— 
hear, hear. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the hon. member 
seemed to be very much amused at the 
idea, but he would not be so pleased if he 
[Mr. Mackenzie] descended to particulars, 
as he certainly should if the hon. member 
challenged him to do so, in voting money, 
and inreference to startling events occur- 
ring in their territory, and which required. 
the consideration of Parliament. It was 
wrong on the part of the Government to 
withhold information, and entirely wrong to 
do sounder the pretence that it was in 
the public interest, as ifthe House should 
in the interest of the public, be kept in 
ignorance, as if they should be kept in 
front of the scenes, while the hon. gentle- 
man opposite walked behind the screens 
in perfect mastery. That was not the 
way totreat a free Parliament, and he 
would not consent to such treatment at 
their hands; but especially in an emer- 
gency like the present, he thought every 
member was bound to give a fair support 
to Government provided they trusted the 
House. When the item came up again 
he would take the stand which he had ex- 
pressed. 


Mr. MASSON [Soulanges] said he would 
move the amendment, which would have 
almost the same effect as one moved on a 
former occasion, because he still failed to 
see the neces sity of that North West expe- 
dition. After the introduction of a new 
measure for the Government of the North 
West Territory, and which he desired to 
see carried, he did not see the necessity 
for sending up troops, and. offering the 
olive branch with one hand while they 
carried war with the other. It meant you 
must either accept the measure or swallow 
it. They heard from the papers that peace 
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existed in that part of the country since 
the arrival of Bishop Tache. It was said 
that Riel was about to run away with some 
money belonging to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company, and he hoped that Riel would, 
for he did not deserve to live in the coun- 
try. The whole French population had 
been treatel as rebels, or sympathisers 
with them. In his own name, and in the 
name of his people, he denied such an as- 
sertion, because they could not assent to 
such proceedings. They could not approve 
of the murder of Scott in that part of the 
country ; and he would say for his fellow 
countrymen that no Frenchman in the 
Dominion approved of it, [hear]. It was 
not because they sympathiced with Riel 
that they opposed the expedition to Red 
River. When he moved the resolution 
against the expenditure of $1,300,000, it 
was in the belief that it was the intention 
of the Government to send an expedition 
into that part of the country. How was it 
that at that time preparations were being 
made for it. Where were they going to 
use that money if not for that purpose ? 
To-day in discussing that item it was avow- 
ed that it was their intention yet to send 
a military expedition into the Red River 
country to make the people of that coun- 
try swallow that meisure whether they 
liked it or not. For his part he was a free- 
man, thank God, and believed while un- 
der the British Crown, and while protected 
by the British flag, he had a right to be 
heard, and he asserted that before asking 
those people to accept that measure they 
should be consulted. But no Government 
desired to frame laws and send troops to 
enforce them without asking the opinions 
of the people on the subject. If the Con- 
federation scheme had been submitted to 
the people it would hardly have been ac- 
cepted, and as the hon. member for Corn. 
wall said, they would not be in the con- 
dition in which they found themselves to- 
day. When Confederation was carried 
they had a national debt of some seventy- 
seven millions, to-day it amounts to 100, 
000,000, and before many years he ven- 
tured to say it would exceed 150,000,009. 
The debt would be rolled up at the rate of 
trom two to three millions per year in car- 
-rying on the Government of the North 
West alone. Under those circumstances 
he wondered how any member of the 
House could wish to have anything to do 
with the new Territory. 

After a few remarks from Mr. FERGU- 
SON, the House rose for recess at six 
o'clock. 

AFTER RECESS. 


MISCELLANEOUS STATISTICS. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS laid on the table 
the Miscellaneous Statistics of Canada. 
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Tdk CUSTOMS BILE. 


Hon. Sir F. HINCKS moved the second. 
reading of the Customs Bill. 

Hon. Mr. DORION referred to the defi- 
cit of last year, and to the additional taxes 
required. He was opposed to duties on 
the necessaries of life, and thought that an 
enquiry into the expenditure and in the 
various departments woull show that 
there was considerable room for retrench- 
ment, almost equal to the amount expect- 
ed to be gained from taxation. He there- 
fore moved an amendment, ‘that the Bill 
be not now read a second time but that 
in the opinion of the House, it was 
expedient with the view of increas- 
ed expenditure and the imposition of ad- 
ditional taxation, to’enquire whether by 
adopting a systeth of retrenchment the 
necessity for that increased taxation could 
not be obviated.”’ 

Mr. MASSON [Soulanges] supported the 
views of the hon. member for Hochelaga. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said the motion was 
made that the House might express its 
opinion on the general principle of econo- 


mical administration, and he had no hesi- 


tation in saying that the Government even 
now considered the Bill a bad one, and if 
the House would adopt that motion it 
would be the means of saving the country 
loss proportionate to the extent of the 
The extravagant proclivities of the 
Hon. Minister of Finance.and his associates, 
proclivities that were sinking the country 
into a state of bankruptcy, and as proclivi- 
ties that have produced ina time of pro- 
found peace, and without anything that 
could be called disturbance of the public 
in the way of insurrection or anything 
else, with the exception of that emeute in 
the North West, had alarmingly increased 
their obligatisns. It was a policy which 
must hive an end some time or other 
and so long as the Government were 
permitted to increase the expenses of 
the country, by unnecessarily increasing 
salaries, and multiplying offices, and resort- 
ing to fresh taxation, and instead of 
economizing money entrusted to their care 
and so ending dissatisfaction, continued to 
go on increasing debt. Believing it neces- 
sary to stop this as soon as possible, he had 
sec nded the motion of the hon. member 
for Hochelaga. He would not take up the 
time of the House with a long discussion, 
It would be unfair to themselves, they 
had be-n kept so long here doinz nothing, 
except discussing a Bill for two days which 
the Hon. Finance Minister would withdraw 
on the third night if he dared, and which 
he hid no doubt he would with iraw now, 
only it would be too ridiculous to withdraw 
the only measure they had passed through 
the House. 
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Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the hon. 
member for Lambton had seconded the 
motion on the ground of economy. Now 
he [Sir Francis] must enter his 
most emphatic protest against this proposi- 
tion being put forward on economical 
grounds. Not asingle member in the House, 
not even the member who moved the 
resolution, believed this wasa question of 
economy. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—Order. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS not a single 
member. Now, he had during the coyrse 
of his political career, which extended 
ever agreat number of years, not only 
in this country but elsewhere, he had had 
the same question elsewhere to consider- 
and he had always found these questions of 
economy tobe really, he did not like to 
use a vulgar expression, but it was im- 
possible to express it otherwise than as 
clap-trap. The House attempted not long 
since to adopt a system of economy by re- 
ducing the salaries of officers of the House 
by 124 per cent; and it was nota short 
time since that an hon. gentleman op- 
posite had attempted to force the Govern- 
ment into going back and increasing the 
saliries again. The proposition of the 
Government was based on the ground of 
its being anational policy, [laughter]. <A 
nitional policy, and the Government were 
willing to standor fall by it. 

Mr. MACKENZIE-- Why 
then? [Great laughter]. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS — Well, 
never,mind, I’ll answer that presently. The 
proposition of the hon. gentleman was 
unwarranted, anl an attempt to obtain a 
vote against the proposed tariff by a side 
wind. 

Mr. BLANCHET wasa free-trader, but 
supp rted the tariff as an experiment, and 
in the hope that Reciprocity would be ob- 
tained thereby. If this , was,.not done 
during the year, he hoped the Government 
would reconsider the question. He should 
vote against the amendment. 

Hon. Mr. IRVINE did not believe that 
this so-called National policy would obtain 
Reciprocity. He had opposed the mmposi- 
tion of several duties, but/he could not 
support the amendment vbecause he did 
not approve ofthe principles involyed in 


change it 


A division was taken—Yeas 55, Nays 86. 

Yuas—Messrs. Béchard, Benoit, Bodwell, 
Soliton, Bourassa, Bowman, Burpee, Caldwell, 
Cartwright, Cheval, Connell, Coupal, 
Dorion, Dufresne, Fortier, Galt, Gaudet, 
Godin, Hagar, Holton, Hutchinson, Joly, 
Kempt, Kierzkowski, Macdonald [Gleng- 
arry ], Mactarlane,Mackenzie, Magill, Masson, 
fSoulanges], McCarthy, McConkey, McDou- 
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gall [Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], Mc- 
Monies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morrison [Victor- 
ia, Ont.], Paquet, Pelletier, Pickard, Pin- 
sonneault, Pozer, Redford, Ross [Welling- 


ton], Ryan [Montreal West], Rymal, 
Seatcherd, Snider, Stirton, Thompson 
[Ontario], Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 


Workman, Wright [York, Ontario], and 
Young—55. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Ault, Beau- 
bien, Bellerose, Benoit, Blanchet, Bowell, 
Bown, Brousseau, Brown, Burton, Cameron 
[Huron], Cameron [Peel], Campbell, Car- 
ling, Cartier, SirG. E., Casault, Cayley, 
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cimon, Colby, Cos- 
tigan, Crawford [Brockville], Currier, 
Daoust, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Fergu- 
son, Fortier, Gaucher, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, 
Harrison, Heath, Hincks, Sir F., Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Jones 
[Leeds], Keeler, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 
Macdonald Sir J. A., McDonald [Lunen- 
burg], McDonald [Middlesex], Masson 
[Tcrrebonne], McCallum, McDougall 
[Three Rivers], McMillan, Merritt, Morris, 
Morrison, [Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, 
Oliver, Perry, Pope, Pouliot, Ray, Read, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross [Dundas], Ross, 
[Prince Edward], Ross [Victoria N. S.], 
Scriver, Shanly, Simard, Stephenson, Tilley, 
Walsh, Webb, White, Whitehead, Wilson, 
Wright [Ottawa Co. ]—86. 

Mr. WORKMAN moved that the Bill be 
not now read, but that it be resolved 
‘(that itis not in the public interest to 
impose taxes on coal, coke, flour and wheat, 
inasmuch as the said taxation will fall with 
peculiar and exceptional severity on cer- 
tain sections of the Dominion.’ The 
Finance Minister, the other day, in an- 
nouncing his 3 o'clock policy, had said that 
the whole of the Ministers, without ex- 
ception, were against such taxation, and 
he hoped that they would accept the 
amendment. 

A division was at once taken— Yeas, 66; 
nays, 75. 

Yras—Lechard, Benoit, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bourassa, Lowman, Brousseau, Burpee, 
Caldwell, Cartwright, Casault, Cheval, Con- 
nell, Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Fortier, Sir A. T. Galt, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Godin, Hagar, Holton, Hutchinson, Irvine, 
Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Langlois, Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), Macfarlane, Macken- 
zie, Magill, Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McCarthy, McConkey, Mce- 
Dougall (Lanark), McDougall (Renfrew), 
McDougall (Three Rivers), McMonies, 
Metcalf, Mills, Morrison (Victoria), Paquet, 
Pelletier, Pickard, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, 
Pozer, Redford, Ross (Wellington), Ryan, 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, Thomp- 
son (Ont.), Tremblay, Wallace, Wells, 
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Wood, Workman, Wright (York, Ont.), 
Young—66. 


Nays—Archambeault, Ault, Beaubien, 
Bellerose, Blanchet, Bowell, Burton, Cam- 
eron (Huron), Cameron (Peel), Campbell, 
Carling, Cartier, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cimon, Colby, Costigan, 
Crawford (Brockville), Daoust, Dobbie, 
Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Harrison, Heath, 
Hincks (Sir F.), Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
Jackson, Jones (Leeds), Keeler, La- 
certe, Langevin, Lawson, Levesconte, 
Macdonald (Sir J. A.), McDonald (hu- 
nenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), McUal- 
lum, McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, 
Morris, Morrison (Niagara), Munroe. O’Con- 
nor, Oliver, Perry, Pope, Ray, Read, Re- 
naud, Robitaille, Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Prince Edward Island), Ross (Victoria, 
N.8.), Seriver, Shanly, Simard, Stephen- 
son, ‘Tilley, Walsh, Webb, White, White- 
head, Wilson, Wright (Ottawa County)— 
75. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON hoped, in view of 
that vote, the hon. gentleman would re- 
vert to the position of Tuesday week 
(laughter). The Ministry yielded, they said, 
to the pressure of the opinion of the 
House on their conduct, and after their 
vote he thought they might fairly accept 
the opinion of the House as being in favour 
of their position in withdrawing those 
propositions. 

The second reading was then carried on 
a division, and the Bill at once read a third 
time and passed. 


Province of 


PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


The debate on the Bill for the Govern- 
ment of the Province of Manitoba was then 
resumed. . 

Hon. Col. GRAY was glad to hear that 
the policy of the Bill was peace to all par- 
ties concerned in the insurrection. They 
ought to look at the Bill in the light of 
future and not in the light of the present 
irritating circumstances, and he should sup- 
port it. 

Mr. YOUNG said the question should be 
considered with moderation, but the issues 
were too important if the future of the Do- 
minion was so deeply involved, that it 
would be criminal to remain silent. He 
was not astonished at the feeling in On- 
tario, for the people not only felt that the 
country had been humiliated by the in- 
surrection, and that a loyal Canadian had 
been murdered, but that the future of the 
magnificent North-West Territories was 
trembling in the balance. The Govern- 
ment had blundered in not consulting the 
Red River people, in pushing through a 
Bill at the close of last se sion to govern 
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‘them by a Lieutenant-Governor and Or- 
ders in Council. This provoked an odious 
comparison with the neighbouring Amer- 
ican territor.es, and the action of the offi- 
cials sent there had increased the jealousy 
and alarm of the people. To cap the 
climax the Secretary of State for the Pro- 
vinces arrived on the scene, and the Loy- 
alists looked anxiously to him to dispel 
their doubts by stating the real intentions 
of the Canadian Government; but that 
gentleman remained silent at a time when 
silence was to betray his country’s cause, 
and if the hon. member for North Lanark 
was. to be believed, the hon. gentleman 
actually encouraged the discontented to 
resist the transfer to Canada, and to insist 
in obtaining what he called their rights 
(hear, hear). Those were grave charges, 
and if true the hon. gentleman should not 
longer hold a position in the Councils of 
Her Majesty (hear, hear). Since tke ex- 
pulsion of Lieutenant-Governor McDou- 
gall, the Government had neither acted 
with wisdom nor patriotism. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—What could 
we have done ? 


Mr. YOUNG-—-You could have paid over 
the £300,000 to the Hudson Bay Company 
(hear, hear). They broke their agreement 
with the Imperial Government on the 
point, and as an excuse the House was 
told that if the Government had done so 
the British Government would have re- 
fused to take part in the expedition. Af- 
ter the transfer, the Nor’-West would still 
have been British territory, and the Im- 
perial Govarnment could hardly have done 
less than what has been gained by delay, 
and find one-fourth the men and pay one- 
fourth the expense—not paying the 
£300,000 was pretty much like a breach 
of faith, and at least showed a want of 
trust of faith in the future of the country, 
and. when it became known encouraged 
Riel, and helped to prevent a settlement 
for months. Two great facts hid been 
before the country—armed insurrection 
against the Queen’s authority, and the 
murder of a loyal British subject. What- 
ever, then, their political differences were, 
every loyal man—every true Cu inidian 
would agree that the Queen’s authority 
should have been re-established, and the 
majesty of the law upheld. The course of 
the Government, from the first, had been 
clearly to tike immediate steps to re- 
assert the Queen’s authority, and to see 
that the crime committed at Red River 
was punished, as if committed on the 
banks of the St. Lawrence or Ottawa. 
But they had delayed and delayed, and it 
was only now, when the increased public 
opinion of the country goaded them into 
action, that they took the first active 
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measures to preserve that fine territory, 
and to uphold the laws of the land (hear, 
hear). As regarded the policy the Goyern- 
ment now had before the House, the 
speaker approved of creating the Province 
of Manitoba and giving the people repre- 
sentative institutions, but many provisions 
of the Bill were objectionable. The sys- 
tem of the Government proposed was too 
cumbrous and costly. He was glad that 
the boundaries had been extended to take 
in the Portage LaPrarie settlements, but 
the country had not the Government to 
thank for that. They had been forced to 
withdraw that proposition which was little 
more than an insult to the House and the 
majority of the people of the Dominion 
(hear, hear). He (Mr. Young) strongly 
objected to locking up 1,400,000 acres of 
land for the children of half-breeds in ad- 
dition to lands they now held. This would 
give 350 acres for each male half-breed in 
the country ; as they would not work their 
farms this land would be lost to the settle- 
ment, and with the lands now held under 
the Hudson’s Bay Company titles, and the 
one-twentieth to be allotted to that Com- 
pany would leave very little land in the 
small Province to be taken up. He 
hoped the House would amend that clause. 
More information should be given by the 
Government before they legalized all 
grants made by the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany, and in no case should any grant 
after the 12th of March, 1869, when the 
territory was bargained for, be legalized. 
The House should limit the first Parlia- 
ment to two years, and allow every 
British subject gong to Manitoba, as soon 
as he became a resident or househvlder, 
to exercise all rights of British subjects. 
The whole Bill, particularly as first brought 
in, bore traces of a bargain, a compro- 
mise, and of being largely dictated by the 
Red River Jelegates. He protested against 
these delegates being considered the rep- 
resentatives of the Red River people, as 
they had been elected under compulsion ; 
and he felt humiliated to think that whilst 
these men had largely influenced the Gov- 
ernment, not a single r/presentative of 
the loyal people of Red River in the city 
knew a single provision of the Bill until 
it had been laid before the House (hear). 
In regard to the Military Expedition he 
believed it necessary, but was glad the 
Government felt so sure it would be one 
of peace. The Minister of Finance repre- 
sented that some members wanted the 
Government to adopt a war policy, and 
wanted blood-shed. The hon. gentlemin 
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was simply drawing upon his fertile imagi- | 


nation. ‘he whole country winted peace. 
For his put he regretted that any expedi- 
tion was necessary, and but for the blun- 
-dering of the Government none would 
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have been required, and they would not 
have had to bear the vast expense it 
would cost (hear). But when it became 
necessary it should have been despatched 
as soon as navigation opened. But, as on 
other questions, the course of the Govern- 
ment was weak and vacillating ; as on the 
Tariff, they were divided among them- 
selves; they had no policy, no guiding 
principle; only one bond held them to- 
gether, the cohesive power of office and 
place, and it was only too plain that on 
this great question of the preservation of 
the North-West in which the very future 
of their nationality was involved, their Bill 
had been cut and carved mainly with a 
view to enable them to engineer it easily 
through the House, and thus maintain 
themselves in place and dispense its pa- 
tronage (cheers). 


Mr. COLBY dissented from the views 
expressed by the preceding speaker. He 
defended the conduct of the Government 
throughout the entire North-West busi- 
ness, and contended that not only was the 
country satisfied with the course they had 
adopted, but the House was also, for he 
had never seen the benches so empty 
during an important discussion. He did 
not blame the Hon. Mr. McDougall, for he 
considered a better appointment could not 
have been made. Hedid not blame the 
Hon. Minister of Justice, for although it 


‘had been asserted that the hon. gentle- 


man had never displayed astuteness ex- 
cept in keeping himself into office, he 
(Mr. Colby) beheved it was through the 
astuteness of the Prime Munister that the 
country had come so safely through the 
difficulty. He believed it was better not to 
make the new Province too large at first, 
but to allow it to expand as the population 
spread over the country; and he thought 
a better population than French Canadian 
Catholics could not occupy that key to the 
North-West. They were par exeellence a 
loyal people, and they were in the best 
position to render assistance in protecting 
that valuable avenue. The hon. member 
for Waterloo seemed wedded to a single 
Legislative Chamber for a new Province, 
but he (Mr. Colby) did not approve that 
exceptional form of legislation for the 
people of Manitoba. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT thought that the 
Goverment had failed to use discretion 
in the appointment of subordinate officials. 
_employed in the North-West. He had heard 
of no sufficient reasons for the large repre- 
sentation in the Dominion Parliament, 
which was given by the Bill, but they had 
better err on the side of generosity in the 
matter. The Government were responsi- 
_ble for the erly fruits of the insurrection, 


but not for the murder of Scott and later 
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actions. One good result would follow 
from their expedition to that Settlement, 
and the progress of the country would be 
forwarded more by it than by years of or- 
dinary progress. He hoped the Govern- 
ment would be willing to accept amend- 
ments in Committee. 


Mr. McCALLUM criticised the action 
of the Hon. Mr. Howe in the matter, es- 
pecially as to his notorious conduct on the 
prairie. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS read from a report 
of the Hon. Mr. McDougall, published in 
the North-West newspapers, stating that 
the Hon. Mr. Howe at that interview 
warned the Hon. Mr. McDougall that deli- 
cate handling was required in the Territory, 
but did not state that there would be an 
‘armed insurrection, because he did not ap- 
parently expect it. 

Mr. McCALLUM said it was impossible 
to bring in a Bill to satisfy all parties, and 
the question was whether the Government 
had done all in their power to avoid the 
difficulty. He theught they had not. The 
appointment and acts of Colonel Dennis 
were also severely criticised. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL defended Colonel 
Dennis, who was a good surveyor. 

Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said 
full opportunity would be allowed for the 
discussion in Committee ; and the Bill was 
then read a second time, ’and was referred 
tothe Committee ofthe Whole for to-mor- 
row, when it will be the first measure for 
discussion. 


OTTAWA RIVER. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN moved the second 
reading of an act respecting certain works 
on the Ottawa River. 

In reply to Mr. CURRIER, he explained 
that the Bill did not apply to the tributa- 
ries of the Ottawa River. 


SUPERANNUATION BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
second reading of the Superannuation 
Bill.—Carried. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 


The House then went into Committee of 
Supply on supply and estimates—Hon. 
Mr. BLANCHETTE in the chair. 

Item $51,232, for unprovided items, was 
carried. 

On the item $2,300, for Domin‘on Offices, 
Nova Scotia, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS explained 
that with regard to this vote, it would be 
remembered that a reduction was made in 
the original vote of $4,000, making it the 
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same amount as paid for the Dominion 
Offices of New Brunswick. There were a 
greater number of officials in Nova Scotia, 
the public works being greater, and the 
vote, as it now stood, was not sufficient ; 

and the Government proposed to meet the 
wishes of the House by proposing the 
present addition, which was $1,800 less 
than the original ‘vote as proposed. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON contended that the 
existing number of officials were not 
required, and questioned whether the 
item could be proceeded with at the present 
time. 

After some conversation, the item stood 
over. 

The item $2,000, for the preparation of 
maps for the Railway Committee, and $800 
for stationery for the House of Commons, 
were carried. 

On the item $10,000, for canal excaya- 
tions at Port Dalhousie, chargeable to cap- 
ital, on the suggestion of Mr. Mackenzie, 
the item was made chargeable to revenue, 
and carried as amended. 

The item $2,000, for harbours and _ piers 
at Bathurst Harbour, chargeable to income, 
was carried. 


On the item $40,000, for two steam 
dredges, 

Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the Goy- 
ernment making purchases of steam 
dredges; he would prefer the work should 
be done by contract. 

Item carried. 

The following items were also carried :— 
Additions to Kingston Penitentiary, $452,- 
392; to meet expenses of artillery guns, 
&e., $2, 000 ; Trinity House, Quebec, $3,000; 
protection of Bird Island light- house, $300 } 
to provide for examination ard classifica- 
tion of masters and mates in the mercan- 
tile marine, $6,000. 

On item $56,000, to provide additions 
to the outside service in the Excise Depart- 
ment, 


Mr. YOUNG asked for explanation. 

HonsMr. MORRIS said a large number 
of new distilleries were being erected in 
the Lower Provinces, and it was necessary 
to increase the force. 

Item carried. 

Item $10,000, for Post Office expendi- 
ture, was carried. 

The Committee rose, reported, and asked 
leave to sit again. 


Business. 


SATURDAY SITTING. 


Hon. Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD moved 
the House sit on Saturday, commencing at 
the usual hour, and that the Government 
measures take precedence. 

Carried. 


The House adjourned at | a.m. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 6, 1870. 


‘The SPEAKER took the chairat 3.30 
p.m. 


MAP OF THE DOMINION. 


Mr. BROUSSEAU called the attention 
of the House to the map of the North- 
West Territory, published in connection 
with the report of the Senate on that 
Territory, which he considered was in- 
correct, and explained his proposal to 
prepare amap of the whole Dominion, 
under the direction of the Printing Com- 
mittee. 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION. 


Mr. MACKENZIE asked if the Civil Ser- 
yice Commission was still in existence, 
and if the Commissioners had sent down 
any other report than the two published 
during the last Session of Parliament? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
that the reports were complete with re- 
gard to the Department at Ottawa; but 
with regrrd to outside offices, the Post 
Office, Customs, &c., there was something 
yet to be done. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said, with the excep- 
tion of some branches of Inland Revenue 
and Fisheries, the outside service had 
been attended to. 


Mr. MACKENZIE. asked the Govern- 
ment if they thought that was consistent 
with a promise that no action should be 
taken on the reports of that Commission 
until they were submitted to the House. 
They had been told that they were com- 
plete, but now, accidentally, they learned 
that a third report had been made which 
involved expenditure; and not only had it 
been acted upon but had been kept 
secret. He thought that course was 
altogether consistent with the course of 
the Government during the wholé session. 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY said he did not 
know ofany such pledge having been 
given. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked if the re- 
commendations of the Board with respect 
to outside service were still in an inchoate 
condition ? 

Hon. Mr. TILLEY understood his hon. 
friend’s question was: whether the vote 
that was passed was calculated to cover 
Bhat. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON— Yes. 

Hon Mr. TILLEY thought there was 
no increased expenditure asked for that. 
The Hon. Minister of Inland Revenue could 
speak for his own Department more par- 


Mr. Brousseau. 


[COMMONS] 


| ticularly, but the sum asked was intended 
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to cover all expenditure next year. 
The subjeet then dropped. 


REVENUE SEIZURES. 


In reply to Mr. STIRTON, 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS said that the Returns 
relative to Seizures would be down by 
Monday. 


. SUPERANNUATION BILL. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS moved the 
third reading of the Superannuation Bill. 


Mr. JOLY again moved an amendment 
to the effect that Civil Service officers who 
had already insured their livesshould not 
be compelled to submit to the proposed 
reduction of salary, solongas their lives 
continued to be insured, and such persons 
should not be entitled to any share in the 
Superannuation Fund. 


A division was taken: yeas 58, nays 69. 


YrEas.—Messrs. Béchard, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bourassa, Burpee, Casault, Cayley, Cimon, 
Connell, Daoust, Forbes, Fortier, Gaudet, 
Godin, Grover, Hagar, Holmes, Holton, 
Hurdon, Hutchinson, Joly, Kempt, Lacerte 
Le Vesconte, Macdonald (Glengarry), Ma- 
gill, Masson (Terrebonne), McCarthy, Mc- 
Dougall (Lanark), Merritt, Metcalfe, Mori- 
son (Victoria O.), Morrison (Niagara), Oli. 
ver Paquet, Pelletier, Perry, Pickard, 
Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. S.), Ross 
(Wellington C. R.), Rymal, Savary, Scriver, 
Shanly, Stirton, Thompson (Ontario), Trem- 
blay, Wallace, Wells, White, Whitehead, 
Workman and Wright (Ottawa County).— 
58. 


Nays.—Messrs. Archibald, Ault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bellerose, Blanchett, Bowell, 
Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, Campbell, Car- 
ling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., Cart- 
wright, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Cheval, 
Costigan, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Fortin, Galt, Sir Alexander T., Gaucher, 
Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Harrison, Hincks, 
Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Irvine, Jackson, 
Keeler, Killam, Kirkpatrick, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lawson, McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), McDonald (Middlesex), Mackenzie, 
Masson (Soulanges), McConkey, McDou- 
gall (Three Rivers), McMillan, Mills, 
Morris, Munroe, O’Connor, Read, Redford, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), 
Ross (Dundas), Ryan (King’s N. B.), 
Ryan (Montreal West), Simard, Snider, 
Stephensen, Tilley, Walsh, Willson, 
Wood, Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.), and 
Young.—69. 

Mr. GODIN moved in amendment, that 
the Bill be not now read a third time, 
but that it be referred back to a Com- 
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mittee of the Whole with instructions 
to amend the same, so as to provide :— 


1. That the Superannuation Fund 
shall be a special fund, created and 
maintained by the contributions of the 
Public Orders only, and without any 
connection with the Public Revenues. 


2. Thatthe fund shall be administered 
by the Finance Department of the Domin- 
ion. 

3. That no Public Officer shall be entitled 
to any Superannuation allowance, unless 
he has contributed to the said fund for at 
least five years. 


4, That the Superannuat:on allowances 
to be hereinafter paid in virtue of this Act 
shall beso paid out of such fund only, 
upon a scale to be calculated upon the 
system of life insurance, and so as to pro- 
vide that the amount of the allowances 
to be paid shall not exhaust the said 
fund. 


6. That the widow of any person to 
whom this Act applies, and who may 
die while employed in the Civil Service, or 
while receiving Superannuation allowance, 
shell be entitled during her life time, or 
until she marries again, to an annual al- 
lowance equal to one half the allowance 
received by her husband, or to which he 
would be entitled at the time ofhis de- 
cease if he had been then superannuat- 
ed. 


6. That the orphan children of such 
person shall be collectively entitled to re- 
ceive from the said fund, until they attain 
the age of eighteen years, the same allow- 
ance as the widow, their mother, received 
er would be entitled to receive under this 
Act.— 


And objection being taken, that the 
said motion was out of order, inasmuch as 
by section 54 of the Imperial Act 32 Vic- 
toria, Chapter 3 it is enacted, that ‘it shall 
not be lawful for the House of Commons 
to adopt or pass any Vote, Resolution, Ad- 
dress, or Bill for the appropriation of any 
part of the Public Revenue, or of any tax 
or impost, to any purpose that has not 
been first recommended to that House by 
Message of the Governor General in the 
Session in which such Vote, Resolution, 
Address, or Billis proposed: and that 
the subject matter of the said motion had 
not been recommended by such Mes- 
sage. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said this 
amendment was simply a scheme for a 
benefit society which it was proposed 
Parliament should sanction. The five 
years clause of the amendment would 
have the effect of defeating the Bill since 
it would prevent Government getting rid 
of old and incapacitated officers for five 
years to come. 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it 
was not the intention of Government to 
become a life insurance company 


Mr. HARRISON said this amendment 
was clearly out of order. The Act declar- 
ed that no vote be taken for appropriation 
of any part of the public revenue to any 
purpose that has not first been recom. 
meuded by a message from his Excellency. 
This resolution proposed to apply the 
public revenue for the purpose of pen- 
sion:ng widows and orphans, persons not 
in the public service. The original re- 
solution went no further than to apply 
a portion of the revenue to persons in- 
capacitated for service, As he under- 
stood the proposed amendment, the in- 
tention was not only to pension individuals 
so incapacitated, but to pension their 
widows and children, (Cries of ** no, no.’’) 


Hon. Mr. DORION said quite the con- 
trary. It was not proposed to apply any 
portion of the public revenue for that 
purpose, but to provide that the pension 
shall be entirely taken out of the funds 
created by the percentage deduction from. 
the salaries of officers. The Bill, without 
that amendment, provided that the fund 
should be a charge upon the consolidated 
revenue. 


After a discussion on the point of order, 
the SPEAKER sail :—‘ This amendment 
‘“ proposes a substantial change from the 
‘“ proposal recommended in the Message of 
‘¢ His Excellency the Governor General of 
‘( the 2nd of May instant. It involvesa pub- 
‘(lic charge, different from that which has 
‘been sorecommended to the House, and 
‘“ though I have some doubt on the quoes- 
“ tion, I shall decide that the amendment 
“is out of order.”’ 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON wished to move an 
amendment to exempt officers of that 
House from the operation of the measure. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said in 
bringing in the Bill the Government did 
not consult the wishes of private ind.vi- 
duals, but introduced the: measure for the 
benefit of the public service. 


After some discussion a division was 
taken. Yeas—49; Nays 81. 


Yras.—Messrs. Burpee, Cayley, Cimon, 
Connell, Coupal, Currier, Dorion, Forbes, 
Fortier, Galt, Sir Alexander T., Godin, 
Grover, Hagar, Holton, Hurdon, Hutchin- 
son, Joly, Kempt, Kierzkowski, Le Ves- 
conte, Macdonald (Glengarry), MacFarlane, 
Mackenzie, McDougall (Lanark) McDvuugall 
(Renfrew), McMonies, Mills, Morison (Vic- 
toria O.), Morrison (Niagara), Oliver, Pa- 
quet, Pelletier, Perry, Pope, Pouliot, Pos- 
er, Ray, Ross (Dundas) Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria N. 8.), Ross (Wel- 
lington C. R.), Rymal, Savaiy, Stirton, 


‘Thompson (Haldimand), Thompson (On- 
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tario), Trembliy, Wright (Ottiwa County), 
and Young.—49. 

Nays.—Messrs. Archibald, Ault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bellerose, Benoit Blanchet, 
Bolton, Bowell, Bowman, Brousseau, Cam- 
eron (Huron), Cameron, (Peel) Cumpbell, 
Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., Casault, 
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Costigan, Crawford 
(Brockville), Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Ferguson, Fortin, Gaucher, Gau- 
det, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Harrison, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Jackson, 
- Keeler, Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, 
Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, McDonald 
(Lunenburg), McDonald (Middlesex), Mas- 
son (Soulanges) Masson [Terrebonne], Mc- 
Carthy, McConkey, McDougall [Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, 
Metcalfe, Morris, Munroe, O’Connor, Pin- 
sonneault, Read, Redford, Renaud, Robi- 
taille, Ross [Champlain], Ryan [King’s N. 
B.], Ryan [Montreal West], Scatcherd, 
Scriver, Shonly, Simard, Snider, Stephen- 
son, Tilley, Wallace, Walsh, White, White- 
head, Willson, Wood, Workman, and 
Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.J]—81. 

Mr. GODIN again moved in amendment 
that the Bll be recommitted with power 
toamend it by providing that the Pen- 
sions secured by this Bill shall be paid ex- 
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clusively out of the fund created by the | 


abatements from the salaries of the Public 
Officers provided by this Bill, without any 


’ contribution from the Conso idated Fund 


of the Dominion ; which was negatived on 
the following division :— 

Mr. GODIN moved that the Bill be 
amended by providing that the pension 
secured by the Bill shall be paid exclusi- 
vely out of the fund crea.ed by the 
abatement from the salaries of public 
officers, and provided by the Bill without 
any contribution from the Consolidated 
Fund of the Dominion. 


A division was taken. Yeas, 49; Nays 


83. 
Yras.—Messrs. Bodwell, Bourrassa, 
Bowell, Bowman, Burpee, Cameron, 


[Huron], Cayley, Cheval, Cimon, Coupal, 
Dorion Fortier, Gaucher, Godin, Hagar, 
Holton, Hurdon, Hutchinson, Kempt, 
MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Masson [Soulan- 
ges], McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], 
Metcalfe, Mills, Morison [Victoria O.], 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pozer, Redford, 
Ross [Dundas] Ross [Prince Edward] Ross 
Wellington C. R.], Rymal, Savary, Snidef, 
Stephenson, Stirton, Thompson [Haldi- 
mand], Thompson [Ontario], Tremblay, 
Whitehead, Willson, Wright, [Ottawa 
County], Wright [York, Ontario W. R.], and 
Young.—49. 

Nays.—Messrs. Archibald, Ault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bellerose, Beroit, Btanchett, 
Bolton, Brousseau, Burton, Cameron 


Hon. Sir George E. Cartier. 
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[Peel], Campbell, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Connell, 
Costigan, Crawford [Brockville], Currier, 
Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Forbes, Fortin, Galt, Sir Alexander T., 
Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, 
Harrison, Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot 
Irvine, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Keirzkowski, 
Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Le Vesconte, Macdonald [Glen- 
garry], McDonald [Lunenburg], McDonald 
[Middlesex], Masson [Terrebonne], Mc- 
Carthy, McDougall [Renfrew], McDougall 
Three Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, 
Merritt, Morris, Morrison, [Niagara], Mun- 
roe, O'Connor, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, 
Pouliot, Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, 
Ross [Champlain], Ryan [King’s N. B.], 
Ryan [Montreal West], Scatcherd, Scriver, 
Shanly, Simard, Tilley, Wallace, Walsh, 
Webb, White and Workman.—83. 


Mr. COSTIGAN moved a three months’ 
hoist. Division taken—Yeas 38; Nays, 
87. 


The third reading was then carried on a 
division. 

Yuas.——Messrs. Benoit, Bowell, Burpee, 
Cayley, Cheval, Connell, Costigan, Coupal, 
Currier, Dorion, Forbes, Gaudet, Godin, 
Hagar, Holton, Hutchinson, Joly, Kierz- 
kowski, Le Vesconte, Macdonald [Glen- 
garry], MacFarlane, McCarthy, McDougall, 
[Lanark], McDougall [Renfrew], Mills, 
Oliver, Paquet, Pelletier, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Prince 
Edward], Ross [Wellington, C. R.] Rymal, 
Tremblay, Wood, and Wright [Ottawa 
County ].—38. 


Nays.—Messrs. Archibaid, Ault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bellerose, Blanchet, Bodwell, 
Bolton, Bourassa, Bowman, Brousseau, 
Cameron [Huron], Cameron [Peel], Camp- 
bell, Caron Cartier, Sit George E., Casault, 
Chamberlin, Chauveau, Crawford [Brock- 
ville}, Dobbie, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, 
Ferguson, Fortin, Galt, Sir Alexander T., 
Gaucher, Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, Grover, 
Harrison, Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Keeler, Kempt, 
Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lawson, McDonald [Lunenburg], 
McDonald [Middlesex], Mackenzie, Masson 
[Soulanges], Masson [ l'errebonne], McCon- 
key, McDougall [Three Rivers], McKeag- 
ney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, Morrison 
[Niagara], Munroe, O’Connor, Perry, Pin- 
sonneault, Pope, Ray, Read, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross [Champlain], Ross [ Victor- 
ia, N. S.], Ryan [King’s N. B.], Ryan, 
[Montreal West], Scatcherd, Scriver, 
Shanly, Simard, Snider, Stephenson, 
Thompson [Ontario], Tilley, Walsh, Webb, 
White, Willson, Workman, Wright [York, 
Ontario, W, R.J and Young.—87 
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FISHERIES PROTECTION. 


_ A message from His Excellency, relat- 
ing to the protection of fisheries, was 
read. The communication was as follows. 


JOHN YOUNG. 
No. 94.—19th April, 1870. 

The Governor General communicates to 
the House of Commons the accompanying 
copy of a Despatch received by him from 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies on 
the subject of the protection of the Fish- 
eries. 

GOVERNMENT House, 

Orrawa, 6th May, 1870. 


Copy, Canada, No. 94. 
DowNING Strex?, 
19th April, 1870. 

Sm—With reference to previous corres- 
 pondence withrespect to the protection of 
the Canadian Fisheries, I have the honor 
to inform you that the Board of Admiralty 
have been requested to send to the Cana- 
dian waters a force sufficient to protect 
pee Fishermen and to maintain Or- 

er. 

I have, &c., 
(Signed,) H. T. Horzann, 
For Earn GRANVILLE. 

Governor General, 

The Right Honorable 

Sir Joun Youne, Bart., 
G.C.B., G.C.M.G. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL hoped that 
there would not long be any necessity for 
those expensive schooners in the Gulf. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said it was 
not the intention of the Imperial Govern- 
ment to do police duty. The British 
vessels were, in fact, totally unfit to follow 
the American schooners. It was therefore 
indispensibly necessary to have light 
vessels for the purposé of preventing 
American schooners from fishing in Cana- 
dian waters. j 


-. Hon. Mr. DORION—Are we then to 
_ understand that there is an agreement 
between the Imperial Government and 
our own by which we protect our fisheries, 
similar to the expedition to the North- 
West? 

Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, no. 

Hon. Mr. DORION supposed if such 
were the case they could dispense with 
the necessity of sending those six 
schooners. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER— No, no. 

Hon. Mr. DORION said it was an ad- 
ditional reason then why all correspon- 
dence on the subject should be brought 
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down. He was very glad at the an- 
nouncement just made; but thought it 
proper that the House should be put in 
possession of the entire communications 
on the subject. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the 
Dominion Government were not expected 
to contribute anything to the force of the 
Imperial Navy ; but would pay the entire 
expenses of the vessels they were sending 
themselves. The Dominion Government 
determined on sending that force in the 
confident hope that the force of Royal 
Navy would be in Canadian waters to pro- 
tect the fisheries; but nevertheless they 
took the responsibility of sending vessels 
of their own in any event. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON said it was quite 
clear that the despatch by itself was cal- 
culated to mislead the House. It stated 
that the Board of Admiralty had been re- 
quested to send a suflicient force to protect 
the Canadian fisheries; ergo, no other force 
was required. (Cries of ‘Oh’ from the 
Ministry). But he gathered from the 
hon. gentleman opposite that such was 
not the fact, and therefore they were . 
very,much blamed for bringing down that 
imperfect information, and neglecting 
wholly to act upon the request of the 
House some weeks ago to bring down the 
entire correspondence. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—We 
have it. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON—Then why this 
pretence of bringing down this information 
to the utter neglect of the motion? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
Government were anxious to place the 
message at once before the House, and did 
not wish to wait for the preparation of the 
other correspondence before doing so. 

The subject then dropped. 


ILLNESS OF SIR JOHN A.MACDONALD. 


In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the reason why the Government had not 
gone on with the Manitoba Bill was the 
sudden illness of the Minister of Justice, 
who had been seized, he regretted to say, 
with spasms as he was preparing to come 
down to the House. Ifhe (Sir Georege E. 
Cartier) had taken the floor tomake that 
regretful announcement, he would have 
been obliged to ask the House to postpone 
taking up the Bill until his colleague 
should be in his seat. They were desirous 
that the measure, which was one in which 
the Minister of Justice took great interest, 
should be held over, for Sir John A. Mac- 
donald would like to be in his seat while the 
measure was going through the most dffi- 
cult ordeal through which a Bill could pass 
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in Parliament. There was no likelihood that | friends for the sympathy and assistance of 
the hon. member could attend in his) his hon. friend opposite, 


place that evening, but if hon. gentle-| The Housefrose for recess. 

men opposite insisted on taking up the/ 

‘measure at 7:30 the Government were ARTER RECESS. 

ready. "a 
Mr. MACKENZIE could only express RIVER ee 


his regret at the illness of the Premier, and 
say thatso far as he was personally con- 
cerned, he would not insist on taking up 
the measure during the absence of the . 
te a eS CONCURRENCE IN VOTES OF SUPPLY. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER having wei - ‘ ; 
expressed his thanks on behalf of the} Concurrence was taken on items which 
members of the Government and their | were passed in Committee of Supply. 


The Act representing certain works on 
the River Ottawa was read a third time 
and passed. 


Cry1L GOVERNMENT. 


To pay various members of the Civil Service the increases which 
would have accrued under the old Civil Service Act for the 
year, WGTS Meni Tae kG tT ESR) Pn ope BD $ 2,480 00 


Pouicer. 
Dominion Police. 


To meet current expenditure for the remainder of the year... 7,500 00 


F LEGISLATION. 


Punting Ruling Paper; voc. Mal wh WuRee atti teiiea te woe ae ne a 10,000 00 


GEOLOGICAL SURVEY AND OBSERVATORIES. 


GIVE PUN 3 Oa disw 


To pay expenses of phothographs and reports on the Eclipse aR 
9 


IMMIGRATION AND QUARANTINE. 


Palarier OTA gonts. ohh ote a eae, alt eae emane, 1 Ain omen 3,668 00 
Further in aid of Immigration (balance unexpended June 30th 
to be:ayailable for, 1B T10<J.1) i. 6 fy FSW is Lose soboig pee = ct 9,000 00 
++ | 12,608, 00 


OcraN AND River Sream SERVICE. 


To re-imburse the Government of New Brunswick, for payment made by 
them to the Prince Edward Island Steam Navigation Company, for 
services, from Ist July, 1867 to end of season, 1867 (lapsed vote)... .. 500. 00 


MILITIA. 


To cover an over expenditure for Drill Instruction for 1868-9, paid out of the 

vote for 1869-70, that amount having been under estimated in the vote 

of the previous year, the said over expenditure being in consequence a 

of the great increase to the Volunteer Force during that period... ... 20,000 00 
To meet expenditure incurred in repelling the threatened invasion by the 

HF ODIGDE Ake pba Me vay bys «(ch dos )-\ Se . . . ROLL ee 200,000 00 


LEGISLATION, 


To meet amount required to cover expenditure for Printing, Binding and 
Distributing the Laws for the remainder of the year 2,146 41 


Hon. Sir George E. Cartier. 
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Ligut Houses anp Coast SERVICE. 


Quebec. 


To meet expenditure on account of construction of Light 
Houses, River St. Lawrence (in advance of $104,000 in the 
Estimates Berry :Le 1 be (LW ae terre oem ea 2 25,000 00 


New Brunswick. 


To meet balance of expenditure on Point Lepreau 

POP ALONT DS fe er rt aM nerd hy hen sa 800 00 
To reimburse expenditure in repairing damage to 

Light Houses, caused by the tidal wave and 

gale of 4th October last, at Quaco, Partridge 

Island, Beacon Light, St. ’ John Harbor, Swallow 

Tale Head Harbor, St. Andrew’s, and Point 


MDOP GNU te a aie ara ad aie 5, whats eye ED 2,666 @0 
Revote Beacon Lights, St. John River............. 600 00 
_ Lantern and Apparatus, Paspebiac Light.......... 400 00 
Repairing damaged French Dioptric Light, ai to 
Seal Island, and erecting same............... 450 00 
——— 4,916 00 
FISHERIES. 
Additional for the protection of the Fisheries (Marine Police) 
Me. 80 VANCE. 014 the. Vote fOr 1S i ls Ue al ae eo ce. 20,000 00 
To cover expenditure required for Fishery Service, 
Ontario,...... 7% (19801;,00 
To cover expenditure ‘required for Fishery Service, 
ING VENOM IRIS oii MEA e cai eae ere gy! 4 3,540 00 
To cover expenditure required for Fishery Service, 
IV GViy UIT LEK Pea ata er le eRe aii 1,532 00 
——— 6,963 00 
CULLERS. 


To provide for amount required for the current year..................--- 
COLLECTION OF REVENUES. 
Customs. , 
Amount required to complete the services....-..........2.....6.05- ney 


Post Office. 


Amount required during the eurrent year to cover expenditure on account 
of Money Order and Savings Bank Branches not specially included in 
POS GLU i Rae eat EE eT cl cnt sa Mata oe atprcb dia w/e alain? a Be 


Public Works. 


Welland Canal Loan Company, amount paid by them, for rent 
on their lease of water power, the Government having 


Pesumed Posseeriowr se awry ak os epee ee 6,480 00 
Award and costs in the case of Peter Stewart against 

mye: Scotia Rallwayacmemaesy ss. 2)... .)ue) - 2,486 78 
Award and cost in the case of Mrs. E. A. Jones, 

against Nova Scotia Railway... ... Lid agt OO 


Gratuity to Ellen and Catherine McCarron, relatives 
of an Engine Driver killed on Nova Scotia 


TREO, ks os GIES OW, Ue 600 00 
— 6,683 78 

Eastern Extension Railway, maintenance and repairs from date 
of purchase of line to the close of the fiscal year......-... 8,000 00 
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29,916 00 


26,963 00 


10,000 00 


20,000 00 


6,000 00 


21,163 73 
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UNPROVIDED ITEMS. 


Vide part 2, page 60 in the Public Accounts, for the year ending 30th June, 
1869 
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LEGISLATION. 
To pay for preparation of Maps for Railway Committee........ 2,000 00 
Additional Stationery, House of Commons.............. ...- 800 00 
——_ 2,800 00 
Pusitic Works AND BUILDINGS CHARGEABLE TO CAPITAL. 
Canals. 
Excavations at Port) Dathomsie.. \o.\.o 0 J cere Ne ames ee 10,000 00 
Pusitic Works AND BuILDINGS CHARGEABLE TO INCOME, 
Harbors and Piers. 

Badhuret dar bORaa.. cee Cee eee eee cue UR ree ene ay did ki none ae ae 2,000 00 
For 2. Steam Dredges........... SRE 2 5 ee OME OES hp NLA sha aE 9 40,000 00 
PENITENTIARIES. 

Kingston Buildings, &c. 

Timber for Cribwork on water front and to raise new whart.... 913 92 
Penal Prison ‘and Wardens (tonske sin Por ee eee} 1,500 OO 
Steam Boiler for heating water and Steam Cooking Range..... 2,110 00 
——  °4593 92 
MILITIA. : 
To meet theexpense of ‘Artillery, Guns) Go. Uo ae ee tee 


Ligut Hovusrs anp Coast SERVICE. 
Trinity House, Quebec. 


To provide for rent of Trinity House, Quebec, and expenses connected with 
re-organization of Department, and construction of Light at Saguenay 5,000 00 


Nova Scotia. 


Protection of Bird Island Light House...... List Te aR Seaee Binds 300 00 


_ MISCELLANEOUS. 
To provide for Examination and Classification of Masters and Mates (Mer- 
cantile Marine) 2 222. eee ie ures, 00 We a a a 6,000 00 
CoLLECTION OF REVENUES. 
Inland Revenue. 
To provide for additions to the Outside Service of the Excise Department. 5,600 00 
Post Office. 
Increase in ordinary Mall bervice:) 20... MB... oe 6,000 00 


To meet expenditure on account of Money Order Branch..... 4,000 00 
——— 10,000 00 
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RATE OF INTEREST. 


Mr. BELLEROSE moved the 3rd reading | 


of the Bill respecting interest. 


[May 6, 1870.] 
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O'Connor, Oliver, Perry, Pope, Redford, 
Ross (Wellington), Ryan (Montreal West), 
Shanly, Simard, Snider, Stephenson, Stir- 
ton, Thompson (Ontario), Webb, Wells, 


Mr. OLIVER moved the three months | White, Whitehead, Wilson, Wood, Wright 


hoist. 


(Ottawa County) Wright (York) Young— 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said he} 97. 


regretted the Government had not been 
able to meet the feelings of the House in 
that matter, as was evident from the fact 
that they had not the support of the ma- 
jority of members when they desired to 


fix the maximum rate of interest at 8 per | 


cent. The responsibility of the Bill was 
now with the House and not with the Gov, 
ernment. He was ready to assist the hon. 
member for Chateauguay in voting down 
the Bill in order to come to a vote on the 
Bill as amended. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON perferred the Bill 
in its present shape to that in which it 
was when introduced; but as a free trader 
he was opposed to fixing the rate of inter- 
est over which the House could not decide. 
He thought the Bill could be better done 
without. 


Mr. HARRISON said the attempt to fix 
the rate of interest wasabsurd. It was an 
extraordinary thing that in that century 
they should be discussing such a measure. 


The House at once divided and the vote 
as first taken was, yeas, 54; nays, 56. 


One or two members were called on to 
vote, objections were raised to two ney 
votes which had been given. As the list 
was thus altered and approximated to an 
exact equality of votes, there was consi- 
derable cheering and laughter which reach- 
ed its climax, when Mr. Lawson by voting 
yea made the votes equal. 


An appeal was at once made to the 
Speaker who said as he meant to keep the 
Bill before the House, he should therefore 
vote yea. (Great laughter and cheers.) 
The vote then stood, Yeas, 57; Nays, 


56 


The Bill was consequently thrown out 
for this Session. 


- Mr. ROSS (Dundas)—Is the Bill then 
still before the House? 


The SPEAKER—It will be before the 
House next Session (laughter.) 


The following is the division list :— 


Yras—Messrs. Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, 
Bown, Carling, Cockburn, Comnell, Craw- 
ford (Brockville], Currier, Dobbie, Drew, 
Gibbs, Gray, Grover, Hagar, Harrison, 
Holmes, Holton, Jackson, Kempt, Killam, 
Kirkpatrick, Lawson, Macdonald (Middle- 
sex), MacFarlaane, Mckenzie, McConkey, 
McDougill (Lanark), McDougall (Renfrew), 
McDougall (Three Rivers) Merritt, Met- 
calfe, Mills, Morrison (Niagara), Munro, 


Nays—Archambeault, Archibald, Ault, 
Beaubien, Béechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Blan- 
chet, Bourassa, Bowell, Campbell, Caron, 
Cartier, Casault, Chauveau, Cheval, Cos- 
tigan, Daoust, Dufresne, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Godin, Heath, Hincks, Howe, Huot, Hur- 
don, Hutchinson, Keeler, Lacerte, Lange- 
vin, Macdonald (Glengarry), Masson (Sou- 
langes), Masson (Terrebonne), McMillan, 
Morris, Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Re- 
naud, Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (P. E.), Ryan (Kings), 
Rymal, Scriver, Tilley, Tremblay, Wallace, 
Walsh—s6. 


ANOTHER INTEREST BILL. 


The adjourned debate on the proposed 
motion of Mr. J. 8. Ross, that the House 
go into Committee to consider certain re- 
solutions on the subject of interest, was 
resumed. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD raised a question of 
order. He did not think the House could 
take up these resolutions after the deci- 
sion they had just come to on the subject 
of interest. 


The SPEAKER said he could not agree 
with the hon. member for Brantford. The 
House had not passed an opinion upon the 
Bill, which had simply been postponed, 
and therefore it was open for the House 
to take up the question, because the rate 
of interest had not been disposed of. The 
consideration of that particular Bill had 
been postponed for three months, but not 
the consideration of the question of the 
rate of interest of money. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD—Then I move that the 
House take up the next order upon the 
paper. 

A division was taken—yeas, 69; nays, 
53. 

YrEas—Messrs. Archambeault, Archibald, 
Béchard, Bodwell, Bolton, Bowman, Bown, 
Cameron (Huron), Campbell, Carling, 
Chamberlin, .Connell, Currier, Dobbie. 
Drew, Forbes, Gibbs, Gray, Hagar, Harri- 
son, Hincks, Sir Franciv, Hutchinson, Jack- 
son, Kempt, Killam, Kirkp.trick, Lawson, 
LeVesconte, Macdonald (Glengarry), Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, 
McDougall (Lanark), McDougall (Ren- 
frew), McDougall (Three Rivers), McKeag- 
ney, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morrison 
(Victoria, O.), Morrison (Niagara), Munro, 
O'Connor, Oliver, Pickard, Pope, Ray, 
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Redford, Ross (Victoria, N. S.), Ross (Wel- 
lington, C. R.), Ryan (Montreal West), 
Scatcherd, Simard, Snider, Stephenson, 
Stirton, Thompson (Haldimand), Thomp- 
‘son (Ontario), Tremblay, Webb, Wells, 
White, Whitehead, Willson, Wood, 
Wright (Ottawa County), Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.) and Young.—69. 


Nays diated: Ault, Beaubien, Belle- 
rose, Benoit, Blanchet, Bourassa, Bowell, 
Brousseau, ‘Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, ‘Chauveau, Cheval, Costigan, 
Daoust, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, 
Godin, Grover, Heath, Howe, Huot, Hur- 
don, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Masson 


(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), Mc- 


Carthy, McMillan, Morris, Perry, Pinson- 
neault, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ross (Champlain), Ross (Dun- 
das), Ross (Prince Edward), Ryan (King’s 
N. B.), Rymal, Scriver, Shanly, Tilley, and 
Walsh.—53. 


The Order of the Day, for the further 
consideration of the proposed motion of 
Hon. Mr. Wood, for the apppointment of a 
Select Committee on the subject of the 
Land Improvement Fund of Upper Cana- 
da, was discharged. 


LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND. 


The next order, a motion of Hon. Mr. 
WOOD for the appointment of a Select 
Committee on the subject of the Land 
Improvement Fund of Upper Canada being 
called. 


Hon. Mr. WOOD said he would, with 
the permission of the House, have it 
struck off the paper, but give notice that 
he would bring it up next Session. 


RATE OF INTEREST. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) moved the second 
reading of a Bill to limit the rate of in- 
terest. 


Mr. MACKENZIE raised a point of 
order. <Any Billto limit the rate of in- 
terest must originate in Committee. 

Hon, Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER con. 
tended that it was not a matter of trade 
and commerce, and could therefore be 
introduced like any other Bill. 

Hon. Mr. WOOD wished to know how 
trade and commerce could be carried on 
without money. It had always been re- 
garded by the Parliament of Canada as a 
question affecting trade and commerce. 

After a long discussion, 

Mr. SPEAKER decided, as follows :— 


1 still entertain the view I expressed 
some time ago, in defining the term 
‘Trade’? upon a question before the 


Hon. Mr. Wood. 
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House relating to Insurance Companies. 
I then defined the word as follows :— 


‘‘T hold that the term, ‘‘Trade’’ does not 
in its general and popular sense, apply to 
Insurance. ‘Trade means buying and sell- 
ing, importing and exporting goods to mar- 
ket. Banking, Railways, Navigation, and 
Telegraphs all assist Trade and are its aux- 
iliaries, but are not branches of Trade in 
the popular sense: yet, certainly, the first: 
‘‘ Banking,” is more intimately connected 
with Trade than Insurance. 


I do not find that Bills relating to these 
subjects must necessarily be considered in 
Committee of the Whole ; sometimes it may 
have been done, but the practice is not 
uniform, and I see no rule which requires 
hg 

Now, I must give the same effect to the 
term ‘Trade’ on this occasion. I have 
to consider that this is an objection re- 
straining this House in its powers, and the 
rule under which the objection is taken 
ought not to be carried by any implication 
one step farther than its words clearly in- 
dicate. Therefore, I think I am quite 
right in holding to the definition of the 
term which I formerly expressed. I find 
that one of my predecessors, Mr. Speaker 
Wallbridge, gave a decision in precisely 
the same spirit with regard to the defini- 
tion of the term ‘Trade.’’ I have fur- 
ther to say that so far as the hasty search 
I have been able to make can permit, 
IT understand that from the year 1851 there 
has been no Bill introduced into the 
House by Resolutions in Committee on 
the subject of Interest on Money, until 
this present Session, so that we have no 
practice of our own in that direction. I 
see that in England the Bill for regulating 
the rate of Interest in 1839 and which vir- 
tually abolished the Usury Laws in Eng- 
land and made money free, was introduc- 
ed on motion without going into Commit- 
tee in the first instance. So that in ac- 
cordance with the spirit in which I for- 
merly defined the term ‘Trade,’’ and in 
accordance with the precedent which I 
have mentioned, I hold that the hon. 
member can proceed with his Bill. 


Mr. ROSS (Dundas) was about to pro- 
ceed with the measure, when, 


Mr. MILLS rose to another point of 
order. He said the question had been 
postponed by their decision, and it was 
not competent for any other member to 
bring that question, or a question which 
in effect was substantially the same, be- 
fore the House until the period for which . 
the measure had been postponed had 
expired. 

Hon. 
stantially 


Interest. 


Mr. DUNKIN—The Billis sub- 
different. It proposes to 
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limit the rate ofinterest to 6 per cent; the] 
other proposed to fix it at 8 per cent. 

Mr. MILLS—But having the same 
object. 

The SPEAKER said that it was substan- 
tially the same as the one which the House 
had decided to postpone discussion on for 
three months, and was therefore out of 
order. 


PROGRESS OF BUSINESS. 


The following Bills were forwarded a 
stage :— 

A Bill to amend chapter 66 ofthe Con- 
solidated Statues of Canada, intituled An 
Act respecting Railways. 

A Bill respecting the naturalization of 
certain aliens. 

A Bill to make provision for the registra- 
tion of marks or brands usedin marking 
timber. (This Bill was read a third time. 
_A Bill to amend the Insolvent Act of 
1369. 

Mr. KEELER said he had agreed to 
strike out the Ist and 4th clauses after 
consideration with the Minister of Justice. 

Bill respecting Official Assignees ap- 
oeihiea hee a Roe Act of 1864, 
from the Senate. 

A Bill to amend the law relating to the 
inspection of raw hides and leather. (Ths 
Bill was read a third time and passed.) 

A Bill to amend section 142 of the In- 
golvent Act of 1869. 


THE MANITOBA BILL—THE PREMIER’S 
ILLNESS. 


In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E, CARTIER said that 
owing to the illness of his worthy col- 
league, the Minister of Justice, the Mani- 
toba Bill had not been taken up to-day, 
but he hoped the Premier would be well 
enough to-morrow (this day) to take his 
- seat in the House. If not, the Bill would 

be taken up to-morrow. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON--Has the hon. 
gentleman no authentic information as to 
the real condition of the Premier? We 
would like to know, as there isa good 
deal of anxiety felt as to his condition. 

Hon. Sir GEORGH E. CARTIER—He 
is not well enough to be taken from his 
office to his house, but is lying there 
~ asleep. 

The House adjourned at 11:30. 
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Orrawa, May 7, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


PROMISSORY NOTES AND BILLS OF EX- 
CHANGE. 


After the ordinary routine, the Bills 
(from the Commons) respecting Promis- 
sory Notes and Bills of Exchange, and res- 
pecting the Bank of Upper Canada, were 
read a first time. 


SEIGNIORY OF SOREL. 


Hon. Mr. GUEVREMONT moved that 
the report of the Senate Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the alleged griev- 
ances of the land holders in the Seigniory 
of Sorel, be referred to the Joint Commit- 
tee on Printing. 


The Committee consilered the evidence 
both oral and written, adduced before 
them, and came to the following conclu- 
sions : 


Ist. That althcugh the refugee loyalists, 
soldiers and militiamen, to whom location 
tickets for lots in the Seigniory of Sorel 
were granted, may have conceived a hope 
in the first instance, that their lands would 
be held in free and common soccage, free 
from any rent charge, yet it has not been 
proved before your Committee that any 
formal promise to that effect was made to 
them. 


2nd. That in 1796, they were informed 
by Mr. Attorney General Sewell, that their 
lots although to be granted to them in free 
and common soccage, would be charged 
with a moderate annual quit rent; that 
the parties interestéd acquiesced in this, 
but did not think proper to take the ne- 
cessary steps to obtain their titles on those 
terms. 


3rd. That after they had taken title 
deeds under the Seigniorial tenure, Sir 
James Kempt having suggésted to Messrs. 
Nelson, Dorge and Schultz, for themselves 
and the other Loyalists a mode of exempt- 
ing themselves from payment of the muta- 
tion fines to which they were subjected by 
those deeds, no steps were taken by them 
to secure to themselves the benefit ofsuch 
exemption. 


4th. That moreover, mutation fines hav- 
ing by law, for many years past, ceased to 
be payable in the Seigniory, the question 
of special exemption from liability to them 
has also for so long, ceased to possess any 
practical interest. 


5th. That the petitioners have not 
proved before your committee, their elaim 
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of right to be discharged from the pay- 
ment of the ground rent to which their 
lots are subject, under title deeds which 
they have accepted. 

Under these circumstances, the Com- 
mittee could not recommend that any fur- 
ther action be taken on the petition of 
the land owners in the Seigniory of Sorel. 

The motion was agreed to. 


REPORTING DEBATES. 


The reports of the Select Committee on 
Contingent Accounts respecting the ac- 
counts of the Senate, and the reporting of 
the debates, were unanimously adopted. 


The House then adjourned until Mon- 
day at 3 o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Orrawa, May 7. 


The SPEAKER tcok the chairat three 
o'clock. 


GOVERNMENT ORDERS. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER moved 
that the Government orders have pre- 
cedence every day during the remainder 
of the session.—Carried. 


ILLNESS OF THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E CARTIER said he 
had with regret to announce last night 
that a distinguished member of the House 
was in a critical state. To-day he was 
glad to say he was rather easier. 


Dr. BOWN stated yesterday he called 
to see Sir John A. Macdonald, but found 
Dr. Grant in attendance and returned to 
his house, but an hour after he received a 
note to go back, and found Sir John A. 
Macdonald pulseless and in a state of 
collapse. The remedies applied by Dr. 
Grant were so far effectual as to relieve 
him, The disease, he _ believed, was 
biliary. calculus, from which he suffered 
excrutiating agony till nine at night. 
He had spent a very restless night, and 
at nine this morning there was a slight 
improvement, which was confirmed since 
then. But he was still unable to be re- 
moved, and of course to attend in the 
House. 


FISHERIES CORRESPONDENCE. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE EZ. CARTIER stated 
that all the correspondence relating to 
fisheries would be brought down on Mon- 
day, it was very voluminous, and there had 


Hon. Mr. Guevremont. 
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been delay, butit would be found very 
interesting. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said there would 
be no opportunity of reading it, and it 
would be well to give an indication of the 
contents. 

Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER said 
there was the correspondence with the 
Imperial Government respecting the 
license fee which had been raised from 
a half dollar to two dollars, in consequence. 
Also, with respcet to the three warnings 
for trespassers. The Canadian Govern- 
ment proposed to do away with the license 
fee and organize a marine police for pro- 
tection, if the Imperial Government gave 
assistance, and this had been agreed to. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said that it was 
desirable to have the correspondence re- 
lating to Prince Edward Island fisheries. 
The answer as to the exclusion of Ameri- 
can fishermen was very indefinite as the 
message only stated the force was for the 
protection of Canadian fishermen. Was 
the old right of the three miles rule of 
headlands to be continued ? 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the Prince Edward Island question would 
no doubt be considered by the Imperial 
Government. The matter respecting the 
headland question had not been brought 
before the Imperial Government. 


Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—Then that is 
practically abandoned. 
Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—No, no. 


_ Hon. Sir A. T. GALT said it looked like 
it, and such abandonment now would 
weaken the case. 


Business. 


Mr. FORTIN said his instructions were 
that inabay not more than ten miles 
wide a claim would be enforced, but any 
wider berth would not be enforced, but the 
claim was not abandoned. These were 
the old instructions given to the captains 
of men-of-war. He trusted that the British 
Government would see that the Canadian 
fishermen had a right to the inshore fisher- 
ies. The matter then dropped. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE. 


A message was read fom the Governor- 
General, transmitting Supplementary 
Histimates for 1870, which were referred to 
the Committee of Supply. 


PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER in 
the absence of SirJohn A. Macdonald, 
moved that the House should go into 
Committee on the Manitoba Bill. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said, before the 
Speaker left the chair, he would like to 
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make a few remarks. For the manner in 
which some hon. gentlemen had treated 
the subject it would seem tobe with 
them, as with the hon. member for St. 
John’s, mere matter of indifference as to 
the kind of work to be performed in that 
somewhat remote dependency. He looked 
upon itin a very different light. He look. 
ed upon it as an undertaking of vast poli- 
tical importance to the future of the 
country. He looked upon it as a question 
essential to the continuance of their ex- 
—istence as a British Independent power on 
the continent. He considered that without 
that Territory it would be impossible to 
maintain their present political relations, 
and a change in political relations, which 
that House and the country wonld be 
adverse to, would be the inevitable con- 
sequence of any departure from the policy 
long held by Canada of acquiring that 
Territory for the Dominion. He was 
aware that was not the opinion ofsome of 


the hon. gentlemen who were nowcharged | 


with the administration of affairs. He was 
aware that some of those gentlemen 
denounced the acquisition of that country, 
and the colonization of that vast territory 
as an outrage to other portions of the 
Dominion. There were not wanting in the 
administration of the day, gentlemen 
who treated the whole question with 
ridicule when first brought up in the 
House. In the discussion of this subject 
he entreated and desired every hon. 
member of the House to treat it in a 
truly national spirit. He had been gratifi- 
ed in looking over the reports of the 
former discussion on that important ques- 
tion to find that it has been approached 
in that spirit. In the report of the Hon. 
Mr. Cauchon’s Commissioner on Crown 
Lands in a former Government (1857), 
he found remarks so exceedingly apposite 
that he could not refrain giving the House 
the benefit of them. Hon. Mr. Cauchon 
said: ‘It would be very desirable there- 
fore, and quite practicable if the British 
Government would consent to annex the 
Indian Territories, extending to the 
_ Pacific and Vancouver’s Island, to Canada 
to establish during summer a monthly 
communication across the continent. It 
is of incalculable importance that these 
measures should be most forcibly pressed 
upon the Imperial Government at the 
present juncture; for on this solution 
depends the question of whether this 
country shall ultimately become a_ petty 
State or one of the Powers of the earth; 
and not only that, but whether or not 
there shall be a counterpoise favourable 
to British interests, and modelled upon 
British institutions, to counteract the 
preponderancy, influence, if not the ab. 
solute dominion, to which our great neigh- 


4T 


[May 7, 1870.] 


Manitoba. 1416 
bour, the United States, must otherwise - 
attain upon this Cantinent.’”’ That em» - 
bodies in a few words his (Mr. Mackenzie’s) 
opinion with reference to his anxiety for 
obtaining and colonizing immediately that 
great country; and believing that could 
only be obtained by the united efforts of 
all parties in this House and country, he - 
had sought to discuss the measure in such . 
a spirit es would not compromise any in- 
dividual, however, strongly sectional 
interests or personal prejudices might be 
felt to influence opinions. In a recent 
debate, the Hon. Minister of Justice, om 
the subject of the murder of Thomas Scott 
in the North-West had asserted that they ~ 
had no jurisdiction. Now, he Mr. (Mac- 
kenzie) had since examined authorities. - 
on the subject and found that they had» 
always, at least since the passage of the- 
Imperial Act conferring aconcurrent juris- 
diction with the Hudson Bay Company in. 
the North-West in such matters. A former - 
Government, in which the Minister of Mili: 
tia was a prominent member, had asserted 
the possession of that jurisdiction. The re- 
port already quoted contained the following - 
passage :—‘‘ The time has passed when any ~ 
consideration of expense or tempor - 
ary inconvenience evenif proved to- 
exist, can be allowed to stand in the way 
of opening up those territories, when indeed 
the necessity for expansion compels the- 
Provincial Government to create further ~ 
facilities; for it is an additional reason why- 
the Government should no longer permit 
the present state of things to continue. Is 
must be added, the rumours have been gain- 
ing ground of late years, with a force 
and clearness which almost compel convic- 
tion, that the jurisdiction «ctually exer- 
cised in those remote territories, has been. 
contrary to the wishes of the people, as it 
has been manifestly, without the sanctiom:. 
of law.”” That clearly showed that they 
had the power to bring offenders tojustica.- 
for crimes commited in that Territory:. 
He spoke of the great value cf the Territory - 
to the Dominion, as con! aining the very besé*< 
trans-Continental railroad route to the 
Pacific. There were in that Territory val+ 
uable lands with rich deposits of minerals, . 
such as coaland iron, which were essential » 
to the progress of the country, a rich soil: 
and an inexhaustible supply of gdod water, 
all essenti:l tu the permament settlemen% 
and the muaintenonce of a great Pacific 
railroad, and witch were wholly wanting: 


on the Unit. d Stiies Pacific route, wheres- 
1,000 niil s of aii Cesert intervened ba 
tween the sil:natis and Pacific available - 
lands. Looking ios merely at the polite 


cal and soci.l aspects, but at the physicals: 
aspects, 1t atforded the greatest induces. 
ments to them to take possession ef the- 
country, and to direct the stream of imms. 
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gration now going to the Western States 

to that country. (Hear, hear). They had 

then to look at the position of the peo- 

ple. The lite Parliament of Canada show- 

ed a desire to meet their wishes, but the 

political struggles before Confederation, 

made it apparently impossible to take no- 

tice of the petition presented at the con- 

ferences of Quebec and London. The 

question was, however, taken up, but it 

was not pushed with that vigour 

which so many of them thought requisite. 

After the measure granting the Territory 

steps had to be taken for the settlement | 
of the country. Last session an Act was, 
intioduced, but the ‘greatest error in» it 
was, that provision was not made for re- 
presentative institutions. He did not 
think that the people of the country 
would be so chagrined at that measure 
as to cause insurrection, although it was 
undoubtedly calculated to give dissatisfac- 
tion. The measure should have been ex- 
plained before the Lt. Governor was sent 
there. The Secretary of State was sent on 
some mission for what purpose he (Mr. 
Mackenzie, could not understand, though 
one would naturally suppose his commis- 
sion was to explain the Act to the people, 
except ib was, as he said, to go and see 
the country with which he was to hold 
communication as Secretary for the Pro- 
vinces. He (Mr. Mackenzie) thought 
that sucha representative should not have 
been one who had openly ridiculed the 
intention of acquiring the Territory as 
be ng a stupid policy. He thought at the 
time that the appointment was a very great 
mistake, and as the inhabitants of Red 
River were a reading people, they could 
mot have failed to have seen that he had | 
designated the Territory as merely the 
elongation of an India-rubber boot that he 
had seen onsome performer on the stage. 
ff that was the kind of a forerunner, what 
would the inhabitants think of the coming 
Government. The Secretary of State 
acted in sucha way that he was openly 
accused of having encouraged rebellion by 
Mr. Kennedy. He had no doubt that Mr. 
Kennedy had uttered that statement, 
though he had afterwards written that he 
had held no such conversation. Since 
then he had written a letter showing his 
sympathy with the rebellion, which he 
¢Mr. Mackenzie) had in his hand. It was 
avery remarkable piece of corroborative 
evidence as to what had been said about 
the Secretary of State. The Secretary 
had also engaged an apostate Canadian as 
a correspondent at St. Paul, who edited a 
rabid Anti-Canadian newspaper. Such an 
act was a gross violation of duty, and 
showed that there had been something in 
the charges brought against the hon. gen- 
Yeman. He also had communication with 
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Mr. Sanford, whowas known to be an 
American by birth, and an annexationist. 
It was very remarkable that the hon. gen- 
tleman should on all occasions choose 
such persons for his intimates in that ex- 
traordinary journey which he undertook, 
and which had proved so disastrous to the 
country, and had in fact made the present 
expedition a necessity, and had involved 
the country in endless trouble and almost 
ever-lasting disgrace, (hear). It was not his 
(Mr. Mackenze’s) duty to defend the hon. 
member for North Lanark. That hon. 
gentleman’s conduct to his own political 
friends during the last six years had been 
such as not to command any sympathy on 
his part; but, for all that he was willing 
to recognize his authority as Governor in 
the Territory, but, as a matter of course, 
reserving to himselfas well, withregard to 
that matter, as to the political conduct 
of the hon. gentleman the free right of 
criticism in all his public acts. (Hear). 
He would not say that the hon. gentleman 
went up under the impression that there 
was no disturbance ; but he had no doubt 
the Secretary of State might have told him 
there was disturbance in the Territory— 
that he actually expectedit. But theSecre- 
tary of State had chosen to attack the 
hon. member, and said that he wrote a 
mean, sneaking, cowardly, and infamous 
letter to Riel. He (Mr. Mackenzie) had 
read that letter, and certainly could not 
see anything init that was cowardly or 
sneaking, and certainly nothing that was 
infamous. (Hear). He rather thought 
the hon. gentleman must have been think- 
ing of some of his own proclivities when 
he attached that description to the letter. 
(Cheers). [Mr. Mackenzie here read the 
letter.] Mr. Mackenzie continued. He 
could see nothing in the letter but which 
was certainly proper under the circumstan- 
ces. He had called meetings in his Coun- 
ty as was customary with him before the 
session, and stated there that Mr. Mc.- 
Dougall ought to have endeavoured to 
have obtained a meeting with those insur- 
gents in order to set himself and Canada in 
a right position before them, and he 
was glad to find in the North-West papers 
proof that the hon. gentleman had endea- 
voured to do so. (Hear, hear). 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL--I remained 
eight days after writing that letter, hoping 
to receive some response to it. (Hear, 
hear). 


Mr. MACKENZIE said there was no 
doubt that the hon. member was unauth- 
orized to issue the proclamation; but on 
the other hand, it was tolerably clear from 
his despatches that he had no reasonable 
doubt of the Territory being transferred on 
the day appointed, and the act was quite 
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reasonable, considering the difficult cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed. It 
was significant that the people among 
whom he was then situated, and even the 
rebels in the Territory knew more of the 
events that were transpiring than he did, 
and the fact that the transfer had not 
taken place, than hon. Mr. McDougall 
himself, which might be accepted as the 
natural result of the extraordinary con- 
duct of persons holding official positions 
at Ottawa. (Hear). He should not say 
who they were; but every one knew that 
there were parties who were openly plotting 
against the new Governor of the country. 
With regard to the proceedings of Col. 
Dennis leading to difficulty, they found, 
from the papers sent down, that he con- 
sulted the principal men of the Territory, 
including among others, Father Richot, 
and proceeded with their consent, or at 
least without any remonstrances on their 
part. Under those circumstances he was 
of opinion that the insurrection against 
the authority of the Government was 
wholly unjustifiable; that it could have 
been prevented, and should have been 
prevented by the Secretary of State if he 
had done his duty. He thought that 
honourable gentleman’s duty was that as 
difficulties were being created, as trouble 
was ahead, he ought not to have left the 
Territory until his colleague had arrived. 
He knew that there was an opposition 
being organized against the entrance of 
Governor McDougall, and he must have 
known if he made enquiries, and if he did 
not make enquiry he was equally guilty; 
for he should have done so till the cause 
of discontent was settled ; and it was his 
duty to have seen every inhabitant of the 
country, to call public meetings and to 
take every means to assure the majority 
of the people that the Government of 
Canada had no such intentions as those 
ascribed and from which originated the in- 
surrection. But they did not find that 
the hon. gentleman paid any visit to cer- 
tain portions of the Territory, and only 
returned home in. order to escape the 
result for which his untimely remarks 
were wholly responsible for. With regard 
to the insurrection itself there was no 
doubt but that it arose partly from chagrin 
of the Hudson Bay Company officials, 
who sought to instil discontent into the 
minds of those whom they employed or 
with whom they associated. It was 
evident that the seeds of discontent were 
sown and that the Secretary of State 
when he went there watered the growing 
plant and the result was that they had the 
present scheme of compromise submitted 
instead of a scheme ofGovernment [cheers. ] 
In considering this measure they were 
bound to consider whether it was a measure 
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calculated to advance their interests in 
that greatTerritory, and promote the happi- 
ness of the people. With regard to what 
had taken place after the disturbance, he 
found the Government had sent up as 
Commissioners, Father Thiebault and Col. 
De Salaberry. It was clear that Father 
Thiebault, although a very amiable gentle- 
man, was, altogether, unsuited for the com- 
mission on which he was sent; while as for 
his comrade, he knew nothing of him, 
except as an associate in some remarkable 
circumstances which were more creditable 
to his egotism than his political capacity, 
(hear. hear.) Vicar-General Thiebault 
visited the section except that in insurrec- 
tion, and never endeavoured to ascertain 
the feelings of the people generally, and 
the whole mission was a complete farce. 
Riel was always spoken of in their reports 
as ‘President’? Riel, who cordially re- 
ceived them and whispered a message in 
Col. De Salaberry’s ear. The inevitable 
consequence of these acts was not to 
elevate the Government of Canada in the 
estimation of any one. The next Commis- 
sioner, Mr. Smith, had always been as- 
sociated with the Hudson’s Bay Company. 
He visited the loyal settlements, but only 
to induce them to give their allegiance to 
the wretched renegade, who had insulted 
the Government of Canada, in order to 
save Mr. Boulton. He admired the 
bravery of the unfortunate man Scott, 
(Cheers.) He admired the British pluck 
and spirit of Scott, who would not save 
his life by taking the oath of allegiance to 
Riel, but spurning it, paid for his loyalty 
by his life, (Cheers.) He also condemned 
the conduct.of Mr. Smith at the Conven- 
tion, where there were two to one loyalists, 
in not replying to their demands that be- 
fore proceedings commenced the prisoners 
should be released, and he persuaded them 
to let them alone because all things would 
be settled ina regular wayin afew days. 
After referring to the appointment of 
Richot, Scott and Black as delegates, he said 
the Government had received them in that 
character in defiance of the opinion of 
the country. He did not object to their 
being heard, but no more attention should 
be given to them than the interests of 
justice required. With regard to Dr. 
Schultz the Secretary of State had called 
him a disreputable person; but Dr. 
Schultz wasa native Canadian, whom 
he (Mr. Mackenzie) had known for a long 
number of years, and who had always been 
above reproach, both in his moral character 
and as a loyal British subject, who had 
rendered great service to Canada there. 
That gentleman, who was loyal enough to 
hoist a flag with ‘‘Canada’”’ on it was 
designated by the Secretary of State as a 
disreputable person. No greater insult 
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had ever been offered to a loyal man than 
had been offered by the hon. gentleman in 
the interests of his associates and the 
rebels. (Hear.) With respect to the 
Bill, he did not wish to discuss it from a 
party point of view. He believed it to be 
of great importance as constituting the 
initial measure for the Government of the 
great North-West country, and he hoped 
the hon. gentleman opposite would give 
every attention to the amendments that 
might be offered. For his part he should 
afford all the assistance in his power so as 
to give satisfaction to all classes of Her 
Majesty’s subjects. (Hear.) He did not, 
however, consider it advisable to establish 
a permanent Government in the Territory 
at present, and would prefer to see a 
Governor of the Territory for a year or 
two who would be able to ascertain the 
desires and wishes of the inhabitants of 
the Territory as to the form of Govern- 
ment to be introduced. The House could 
then endeavour to meet their views; but 
in the present Bill they imposed upon the 
people a Government which they might 
not want. ‘They had no reason to believe 
that it met with their consent, for there 
were Others to be consulted besides 
Messrs. Richot, Scott and Black, and it 
would be far better that they should pass 
a Bill organizing a temporary Government, 
with a Council of members to be elected 
from regular electoral divisions, and that 
they should in the meantime govern the 
country, and should indicate to Parlia- 
ment what form of Government they de- 
sired. (Hear.) There was one provision 
in the Bill which, he thought, very dis- 
astrous. ‘he Province, as now proposed, 
included anarea of a little over 13,000 
square miles, of which 500 were water, and 
a great portion of pasture land, which was 
not fit, for settlement, so that by taking 
one-half, they had 6,500 square miles left 
taking the land held by the population, 
or that claimed by the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, there would be left altogether 
2,500,000 acres for settlement, and of that 
the Bill proposed to set apart 1,400,000 
acres, leaving a million for settlers who 
were to go into the country. He was 
entirely opposed to the land policy of the 
Bill. His impression was that they had 
committeda geat mistake in the land 
policy of the old Provinces, and he did 
trust that, in securing that new country, 
they would have been able to lay out the 
whole land for settlement and pour in ita 
- tide of settlers who would opengup the 
whole country. If that policy was adopt- 
ed, there would be no need of a reserya- 
tion at all, (cheers,) though it was a ques- 
tion whether in the lands further west 
they should not put some reservation on 
the coaland iron mines. The agreement 
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as to the confirmation of titles was that 
titles granted up to the 4th of March, 1869, 
should be confirmed, but why they should 
now by the Bill substitute for that date 
fourteen months later was to his mind 
incomprehensible and unjustifiable. 
(Hear.) He found inthe deeds of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company the clause that 
parties holding under such deeds were to 
contribute in due proportion to the ex- 
penses of all public establishments, 
whether of ecclesiastical, civil, military or 
other nature, including therein the main- 
tenance of the clergy. He was not pre 
pared to confirm titles there which would 
impose on the people the duty of the 
maintenance of the clergy. (Hear.) 
Canada had deliberately adopted a non- 
State Church policy, and the proper course 
would be to supersede those titles by the 
ordinary Crown Land titles. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS said the titles of the 
Hudson Bay Company were principally 
leases for 999 years, and the Bill proposed 
to convert them into freeholds. 

Hon. Sir A. T. GALT—The object of 
the Governnent is the same as that of the 
hon. gentleman, I suppose. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS.—Yes. 

Mr. MACKENZIE expressed his dissatis- 
faction at the wording of the clause with 
regard to political institutions. He 
thought the Bill was defective in that 
it provided that no one could vote at the 
coming election who had not been a 
resident in the Territory oneyear. A large 
number of Canadians had been’ ejected 
or obliged to leave the Territory, and in 
all likelihood in addition to the return 
of those persons, a large number would 
goto the territory, and he could see 
no reason why every person resident in 
the Territory at the time of the election, 
being a British subject, should not have 
avote. (Hear.) That was so manifestly 
just, that he hoped the Government would 
yield on the point. [Hear.] With regard 
to the qualification, he would prefer that 
it should be residental suffrage and not 
household suffrage, as many young men 
would reside there, and he also objected 
to the first Parliament sitting four years. 
If it did the consequence would be that 
asmall majority would have the power 
over all new comers who might be in a 
majority, and representatives to that 
Parliament could only be elected for two 
years, while Local House would sit four, 
He objected to the small extent of ter- 
ritory included in the new Territory, and 
trusted the boundaries would be changed. 
The clauses referring to education, were 
of too general a character, and he would 
perfer leaving them to be decided by the 
people of the Territory. He proposed to 
discuss the details of them more fully in 
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committee, and trusted the Government] money. He [Mr. Harrison] thought the 


would give the utmost facility in making 
such amendments as the House might 
feel led to believe would most minister to 
the happiness, peace and prosperity of 
that country. [Cheers.] 

Mr. HARRISON agreed that the Bill 
should be discussed in a national spirit 
from ano-party point of view. He was of 
opinion that the Government should take 
steps to obtain possession of the Territory. 
He referred to petitions presented in 1849 
by the people of that Territory for the 
establishment of a Municipal Council, and 
in 1853 another for the formation of a rail- 
road and settling the Territory. he meet- 
ing on that occasion was presided over by Mr. 
James Ross, who was now a Chief Justice. 
The outrage or murder now perpetrated 
was a disgrace to humanity, and instead of 
building up the Government would be the 
means of shattering it into pieces. They 
found that the Lieut-Governor was instruc- 
ted to take the leading men of the Territory 
into his Council, and that Mr. Provencher 
communicated that intention. It was 
after that, that the insurrection broke out. 
The great difficulty was the ignorance of 
the people, and he ascribed the difficulty 
in part to the articles published in the 
leading newspapersin Ontario. The Roman 
Catholic priests and Fenians. were also 
parties acting in that direction. 
tunately at that time the Hudson Bay Com- 
pany, the Government of the Territory, was 
ineapcitated your governing the Territory ; 
there was one bright spot in the difficulty 
and. that was the firm loyalty of the Indians, 
who would repel anything like a Fenian 
invasion, and he did not consider the ap- 
pointment ef the Hon Mr. McDougall as 
Governor objectionable, although The 
Globe had ascribed the difficulty chiefly to 
him. That gentleman was now in Opposi- 
tion, and for his part he [Mr Harrison] could 
not support the assertions of The Globe. 
With regard to the letter to Riel he 
thought that the hon, member for North 
Lanark had done quite right in sending it 
and would have failed ifthat attempt at ne- 
‘gotiation had not been made. He objected 
to the criticisms of Mr Mackenzie, and the 
use of the word “ President’’ by Father 
Thiebault, and the rash actions of Mr. Mc- 
Dougall. The appointment and commis- 
sion of Col. Dennis was condemned, and 
also the issue of the proclamation. Had 
the hon. gentleman, to escape the odium 
of his blunders, thrown the whole blame 
on the Secretary of State, and if there had 
been treason committed by the 
Secretary of State it ought to be 
proved and punished ; but it had not been 
proved, whereas he [the Secretary of State] 
had proved the blundering of the Lieut- 
Governor with regard to the payment of 


Unfor- 


difficulties did not arise therefrom, and if 
the payment had been effected, the hon. 
gentlemen opposite would have condemned 
them even louder than they did now for 
the non-payment. ‘The effect of non-pay- 
ment, he thought, was good. If that 
money had been paid, the Hudson Bay 
Company would not have any interest in 
putting down the rebellion. He was glad 
to hear that the Dominion Government 
had not undertaken the suppression of that 
rebellion alone. ‘he British Government, 
he believed, should have undertaken the 
whole duty of putting it down with British 
troops. A large number of people there 
had a prejudice against Canadians, and 
he considered it injudicious sending volun- 
teers to the Territory; and he confessed 
he had misgivings on the subject. He 
spoke as if he was a resident in the Terri- 
tory himself. People there would hardly 
look upon Canadian volunteers as forming 
a part of the Britisharmy. He hoped how- 
ever, his doubts would be unfounded. 
With respect to Father Thiebault’s mission 
he considered it better to send a man of 
peace than a man who would carry dissen- 
sions among the people. Objections had 
been taken to the establishment of a second 
Chamber. To that he replied that it was 
a rule in the Canadian Government that 
should be followed. There were many 
reasons why a second Chamber was neces- 
sary there. With respect to the number 
of representatives there had been a point 
of law raised. It was asserted that under 
the British North America Act there could 
be but one representative for every 17,000 
inhabitants, but that specialrepresentation 
had only been fixed for the Provinces 
already in the Union, and did not extent 
to the North-West. It therefore seemed 
to him that Parliament could fix the num- 
ber of representatives at pleasure. They 
had given the new Province two represent- 
atives to the Senate and four to the Com- 
mons. In the first Bill of Rights the rebels 
asked merely for full representation, and 
in the second Bill of Rights for one repre- 
sentative to the Senate. He would like 
to hear the Government explain why a 
larger representation had been given. He 
did not approve of the half-breed reserves 
and he would like to see following the 
measure a treaty with the Indian tribes 
of the Territory, by which their loyalty to 
British authority would be guaranteed. 
He thought it indiscreet on the part of the 
Government to send surveyors into the 
Territory, though not unnatural, consider- 
ing the anxiety manifested by the country 
at large for its early settlement. 
As to the mounted police, it might 
be a question whether they would be ac- 
ceptable to the people ornot. They cer- 
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tainly would not under the command of 
the man whose name had been mentioned 
as commander of the forces. A much 
better appointment would be that of Col- 
onel Denison, of Toronto, [hear, hear] who 
would not fail to be acceptable to the 
people and prove himself a most efficient 
officer. 

Hon. JOHN HILLY ARD CAMERON would 
liketo suggest that important amendments 
should not be made to the Bill till the 
motion for concurrence. They could be 
discussed infinitely better while the 
Speaker was in the chair. 

Mr. MACKENZIE had no objection to 
the adoption of his hon. friend’s sugges- 
tion. 

The House then rose for recess. 
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Mr. MILLS resumed the debate. He 
said there could be no doubt the present 
was the mostimportant measure yet sub 
mitted to that Parliament. Many months 
ago the hon. member for Lanark was ap- 
pointed Lieutenant-Governor of the 
North-West Territory, the purchase money 
of which it was agreed should be paid be- 
fore the arrival of the hon. member in 
the North-West. There had been a 
desire evinced by many hon. gentlemen 
opposite to throw the whole blame of 
failure, or to a large extent, on the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, and to show that there 


was no trouble there till Hon. Mr. Me. 
Dougall arrived on the frontier. So far 
from that being the case, he (Mr. Mulls) 


could not see how the hon. member could 
in any way be held responsible for what 
had occurred except as a member of the 
present Government. As a member of 
the Administration he certainly was re- 
sponsible, but not to so great an extent 
as other members of the Government. 
Now he [Mr. Mills] supposed that every 
loyal man had aright to resist treason ; 

and in case of death oc ccurring through 
resistance to his acts, it was at most least 
justifiable homicide. When Hon. Mr. 
McDougall, in the exercise of his undoubt- 
ed right, arrived at the frontier, he had 
a perfect right to use any means in his 
power to put down rebellion if it existed 
there. Ifthe rightof the hon. member 
were not properly protected, who were 
to blame but the Administration of the 
day. The House was informel that it 
would have been an act of folly to pay 
over the money to the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany without obtaining possession of the 
Territory. If that view was correct, it was 
even greater folly to attempt to legislate 
for a country which they did not own even 
now. hey were depending now on that pur- 
chase money to secure possession of that 
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Territory. Did the Government suppose 
that if the £300,000 had been paid, the 
Imperial Government would have been 
less willing to aid in putting down the 
rebellion at Red River? It was immaterial 
to the Home authorities whether the Red 
River Territory was a portion of the 
British Empire separate from Canada or 


a portion of the Dominion. It was 
her interest to preserve the dignity 
of the British flag there to per- 
petuate British institutions. Now, it 


seemed to him that, under the circum- 
stances, it would have been a wise and 
honest policy to pay over the purchase 
money. If the Territory had been pur- 
chased by, and handed over to the Domin- 
ion, then Canada would have had authori- 
ty there, and Riel could have none. The 
people, a majority of whom were friendly 
to Canida, were undecided how to act. 
They did not know whether Canada had a 
right to claim the Territory or not, and 
that uncertainty was Riel’s strength. / The 
House was informed by the hon. member 
for Quebec the other day that if troops 
were sent there, it would create a civil 
war and dissension throughout the whole 
Dominion, and Confederation itself might 
be burst asunder. Now, that view was 
taken on the ground that persons in arms. 
against the British authority at Red 
River Territory, were of a different 
nationality and religion from the great. 
mass of the people in the Dominion. 
He (Mr. Mills) could not believe in rais- 
ing such a question. It should be looked 
upon, not as a question of nationality or 
religion, but one of resistance to Dominion 
authority; and it was for the House to 
restore law and order in the Territory. 
They had failed to comply with the terms 
of the Act, andit was through that omission 
difficulties had arisen in the North West. 
He contended that it would have been 
better to pay over the money and establish 
a permanent Government in the Territory, 
and afterwards a Province might be 
marked out and a regular system of Goy- 
ernment established. Assuming that the 
money would soon be paid over, he be- 
lieved it would be better to set forth the 
provisions of the British North America 
Act in the Bill before the House. He 
could not approve of that Bill. It was 
too cumbrous for the population of the 
proposed Province, considering their 
habits and numbers ; like a tailor who 
measured garments for Apollo of Belvi- 
dere, the Bill had been made to suit par- 
ticular gentlemen, without enquiring 
whether it suited the condition of the 
people inthe Territory. It was highly 
desirable that the new Province should 
be larger on the ground of the expense of 
the Government. It was almost as expen- 
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sive to govern a small country as a large | tion we are to give to the new Proe- 


one. There wasa strong relation too, be- 


vince, the and of organization 


tween theideas of men who govei med a| under which the peuple of Manitobah are 


State, andits geographical position. Gov- 


ernments representiug large countries | 


were less likely to be troubled by petty 
local jealousies than small ones. 
they had 300,000 square miles in Quebec, 
and the same extent in Ontario, why 
should they have only 15,000 square miles 
in that new Province. In the neighbour. 
ing Union some of her Western States 
were small in extent owing to the broken 
nature of the ground; but in the Western 
States from 6),000 to 80,000 square miles 
were included in one. There was, there- 
fore, no good reason for creating that 
small Province in the Western prairies. 
If the proposed Government was to bea 
temporary one, it would be not so objec- 
tionable; but if ‘it was intended to be per- 
manent it would be better to form it after 
the same model as their own. Then with 
respect to the representation of the Pro- 
vince, it was unfair to give so many mem- 
bers for so large a population. It was 
based, no doubt, on the expectation of the 
rapid’ increase of the inhabitants, but he 
contended it would be better ‘to give 
representation in proportion to the num- 
ber of the people, increasing the numier 
if it thought proper, every two years, or 
leaving that to the Local Legislature if it 
thought proper. He apprcved of two 
Chambers for the new Province, on the 
ground that they were likely to have for 
some time to come a very incompetent 
Legislature. He did not approve of the 
idea of calling Manitoba a Province while 
it had not the same constitution as a Pro- 
vince. It would have been better to have 
called it the Territory of Manitoba. It 
had been objected that the word Territory 
was unknown in any of the British Colon- 
ies, but in this very Bill before the House 
the Red River country, not included in 
this Province, was termed Territory. 
The word had been used in the British 
Colonial Government before. He object- 
ed to the half-breed reserves, as it would 
interfere with the settlement of the coun- 
try, and would tend to promote jobbery 
in connection with public lands. 

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD said : 

Mr. Speaker, the hon. member for Lamb- 
ton in breaking ground this afternoon, 
has entered into a great variety of details. 
He haseriticized the conduct of the Govern- 
ment and of individual members of the 
Government at great length and with great 
asperity. The observations he has made 
—the line he has followed, would be proper 
enough if we were discussing a question of 
want ‘of confidence, but does not seem to 
me at all suitable to the subject now be- 
fore the House. The question we have to 
deal with is the kind of constitu: 


When | 


_to enter upon a new phase of national 
xistence. When my hon. friend for 
Lambton tells this House that asubject 
of such vast importance to the future wel- 
fare of the Dominion, should be approached 
in a spirit ef eravity and decorum. he 
carries with him the judgement and good. 
sense Of th.s House, but I ask my ion. 
friend if he thinks the style of address 
which he has adopted is in conformity with 
his own views—whether it is the kind of 
address, which is worthy of his position— 
his high position—in this House, or which 
is likely to promote the true interests of 
this country. Sir, when my han. 
friend for Lambton undertakes 
to speak of my hon. friend the Secretary 
of State for the Provinces, as a traitor to 
his country, as a traitor to the Govern- 
ment of which he is a member, when he 
condescends to make himself the channel 
by which all the idle tales of a country, 
which the member for Lanark, describes 
as a country of semi-savages, shall find 
their way into this House, | ask him whe- 
ther he is keeping himself within the 
bounds of decorum, which he has describ- 
ed as suitable for the discussion of this 
great subject. I will not humiliate my hon. 
friend, the Secretary of State, by treating 
the charges brought against him as requir- 
ing a defence or a denial. I will not treat 
them as requiring any other defence or 
denial than their intrinsic improbability 
and absurdity. But I will take the liberty 
of pointing my honourable friend to one 
source of consolation which he has under 
the circumstances. My honourable friend. 
the member for Lambton sits along side 
of the honourable member for Lanark. 
They are engaged in ajoint assault on my 
honourable friend the Secretary of State. 
They have so far a common object, but it 
must have been a source of amusement to 
my honourable friend, as it certainly was 
to the House, to see the hon. member for 
Lambton suddenly pause in the course 
of his fierce invective and turn to his 
friend at his side, to let him know what 
he thought of him and_ his conduct, to his 
political party and friends. It was quite 
clear that the’ hon. member for Lanark 
was still unforgiven, and my hon. friend 
the Secretary of State hasthe consolation 
to know that there is nothing which either 
of these gentleman can say of him, that 
they have not, during the last three. years 
over and over ‘again said of each other, 
and that if the hon. Member for Lambton, 
has on this occasion allied himself with the 
hon, Mem»er for Lanark, it is because he 
wants his services as a kind of political 
Sioux in hunting down and scalping my 
hon. friend the Secretary of State. 
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“tke delegates from the Territory ought to 
Be received. | 
Mr. MACKENZIE.—I did not say so. 

Hon. Mr. ARCHIBALD.—Then I have 
mistaken the hon. gentleman, and I sup- 
posed him to have said what I think he 
ought to have said. These men are here 
by the invitation of the Canadian Govern- 
ment. They were appointed at a meeting 
of representatives from the various dis- 
tricts, convened at Fort Garry for that 
purpose. They are here, therefore, as the 
representatives of the people of that dis- 
trict, or, at all events, the represen- 
tatives of that portion of the people 
whe have taken part in these 
troubles. They may have sympathized with 
the actors in the emeute. Very likely they 
have—and if they have not they would 
hardly have been chosen as_ repre- 
sentatives and would have been of little 
walue if they had been chosen. If they 
can be of any use, it will be because they 
‘nave the confidence and may be supposed 

. to understand the views of the people be- 
hind them. These people are in armed 
insurrection. We wish to know what the 
cifficulties are, we invite them to send de- 
legates, and they send them on our invita- 
.tion. Whe question is not whether the 
» conduct of these people has been right or 
‘wwrong- We want to know what it is they 
complain of, and they send these men to 
tellus. They are, therefore, so far repre- 
: gemtatives, and any insults hurled against 
« them are insults to the people who sent 
» them here. JI ask my honorable friend for 
Lambt.n, if he thinks any good ig to come 
of his undertaking to proclaim on the floor 
of this House that one of thesemenisa 
- drunkard and a loafer—and that another, in 
» neckless disregard of his sacred character, 
JAhas*becn complicated with rebellion, and 
«violence and outrages of the worst kind. 
Aman holding the high position of the 
»kon. member for Lambton in th.s House 
aad in this country has a large amount of 
esponsibility thrown upon him. His words 
should be weighed and measured. I fear 
such language is not calculated to promote 
jt&e settlement of these unhappy troubles. 


Sir, I do not say that we should not 
‘rame our measure agreably to the views 
of these or any other delegites. We should 
get our information from every quarter, 


and the measure should be the one 
which recommends itself as best for 
fhe interests of the Dominion, and 


for the presperity of our common country. 
Aly hon. friend from Lambton speaks of the 
value of the great domain on which we 
axe about to enter inthe most glowing 
terms. He dwells on its importance as 
the site of the only railway which can find 
sts way to the Pacific, over a fertile counr- 
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I entirely agree with him in his 
judgement. I feel that the value of this 
great Territory cannot be over estimated, 
and it is because I feel thus—and because the 
Province we are now organiz.ng is the key 
of the whole—that I entertain so strong a 
desire that we should get possession of 
this, which assures us of the whole. I 
consider it sound policy to deal in a 
liberal spirit with the troubles we have, so” 
as to efface them at once and forever. 
If this Bill proposed to deal with the whole 
North West Territory, we should feel 
much more difficulty in approaching the 
subject. If we were called upon to give 
form and shape to the political institutions 
which were to regulate a whole continent, 
we would do well to hesitate. To my 
mind the smallness of the limits of the Pro- 
vince is no objection. Ifit be one, it is 
one capable of an easy remedy. All we 
require to know is that a larger Territory 
ought to be included, and at any 
time the limits can be extended. You 
may enlarge, but you will find it difficult to 
contract. 


But after all, is it so very small? It 
centains 14,000 square miles. That is not 
avery large tract, perhaps, in the 
minds of the people of the great Province 
of Ontario, but with us by the seaboard a 
Province five or six times as large as 
Prince Edward Island, is no contempt- 
ible Territory. , 

Mr. MACKENZIE itis not so large as 
Nova Scotia. 

Hon Mr. ARCHIBALD itis not, but it dif- 
fers from Nova Seotia inthis. A large por- 
tion of the interior of Nova Scotia is barren, 
much of it isrocky, a large tract is cover- 
ed with lakes. If 1-5th of our soil is capa- 
ble of cultivation, it is as much as we 
can count on, but in Manitobah there 
is hardly an acre that is not cultivable. 
lt is capable of sustaining a populat.on of 
millions from the soilalone, and such a Pro- 
v.nce cannot be called mean or contempt- 
ible. It is true the present population 
does not exceed fifteen to seventeen thou- 
sand, but they wlll not remain long at 
that figure. One of the first results which 
will follow the organization of the country, 
will be a large influx of Immigration. 
Quebec will contribute its share, Ontario 
will do the same, many will come from 
beyond the water, and in two years we 
shall find there a population of double the 
number ; and in five years it will amount 
toa very considerable population. Let 
them come from where they may ; let 
them be of any™ origin, or race 
or creed; let them goin and possess the 
country, working it under the organization 
we are now framing, or under any other 
organization which they may think fit to 
adopt, all that we have to dois to see 
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them fairly started in the race. Anditis be- 
because I would like them started fairly 
that [objected to a feature ‘of the Bill as 
it originally stood, that I approve of the 
alteration which extends the boundaries to 
include all the people. Il have no doubt 
the Government have given a correct ac- 
count of there view they had in excluding a 
portion of its people, but whether that 
account be accepted or not, the 
Bill in its original shape was liable to 
much misinterpretation, and the Govern- 
ment have acted wisely in changing it. 

_ In dealing with this question we are 
certainly in a much better position than 
we were last year. A flood of light has 
poured in upon us, and yet it is impossible 
to deny that in many points we are still 
in the dark. 

This litthe community which has grown 
upin the very heart of the continent is 
unique. There is nothing like it in the 
world. Separated by boundless prairies from 
intercourse with the people of the South, 
barred out from Canada by 800 miles of 
swamp and wilderness, and mountain and 
lake, separated from the people on the 
Pacific shores, by the almost impassable 
chain of the Rocky Mountains, they have 
had little intercourse with the outer world. 
And yet they have among them men, 
who have had the advantages of the best 
education which Europe can afford—Men 
who in intellectual culture, in manners and 
in every social qualification are not sur- 
passed in any country.’ And yet, these 
men are brought into immediate contact 
with the most primitive people in the 
world, with men in the primary stages of 
society, in the lowest and rudest conditions 
of civilization. 

Isit any wonder that a community so 
secluded from all the rest of the world, 
uninformed of all that is transpiring 
around them, should be subject to great, 
to unreasonable alarms, when suddenly 
the barrier is burst, which separates them 
from the rest of the world, and they see 
their country about to be entered by 
strangers? Is it any wonder that their 
‘fears should be raised; should be traded 
upon by Demagogues ambitious of 
power and place? I donot think it is. I 
deplore as muchas any man in this House, 
I can blame ‘with as much severity as 
any man in this House the fa- 
tal results which have followed, but I can 
not say I am astonished that under 
the circumstances in which these men 
were placed, and with the fears they en- 
tertained, just such things should occur as 
have occurred, and that they should have 
culminated in the sad event which we all 
alike deplore and condemn. The 
circumstances in which these events 
place us impose on usa stern duty. We 
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must reestablish law and order. We 
must vindicate the supremacy of the na- 
tional flag. But the readiest mode of do- 
ing so is, at the same time, to show these 
people that their fears are unfounded, 
that their rights shall be guaranteed, their 
property held sacred, and that they shall be 
secured in all the privileges and advantages 
which belong to them, as Britons and as 
freemen. 

This is why I rejoice that the Govern- 
ment have proposed a most liberalBill, which 
gives the people every guarantee they have 
a right to ask. - With this Bill in one hand, 
and the flag of our country in the other, 
we can enter, not as conquerors, but as 
pacificators, and we shall satisfy the people 
there that we have no selfish object of our 
own to accomplish, that we go there for 
their good as well as for our good. 

Sir, I see provisions in this Bill, whichare 
creditable to the Government. 
It has, hitherto been the _ pride 
of Canada, that in her’ dealings with the 
Indian tribes, she has evinced a 
spirit of generosity. That in making 
treaties she has dealt liberally, and what 
she has promised solemnly, she has kept 
faithfully. And at this moment she is reap- 
ing the reward of her good faith. If there - 
is any one thing more than another that 
will assist us in putting an end to these 
Western troubles, itis the fact that the 
Indian tribes in every quarter are grateful 
to their great mother the Queen, for the 
way in which they have been dealt with, 
and are loyalto a man. 

There is also one other thing that very 
much helps us. In the country 
at this moment there are no more 
loyal. subjects of the Crown 
than our fellow citizens of French 
descent. There are no men more truly 
British in their feelings, in their attach- 
ment to the Soverign, in their love of Bri- 
tish connection than are the French Cana- 
dians. And in this respect the half-breeds 
of French origin in the territory reflect 
the loyalty which they inherit from both 
races. They have no sympathy with re- 
publican institutions, and if at this mo- 
ment we have but little to fear from Fili- 


busters and Fenians in the West, 
it is due to the fact that 
the men who are frightened 


unnecessarily frightened nto an aggressive 
attitude, have no sympathy with the peo- 
ple and no regard for the institutions of 
their Southern neighbours. 

Sir, I think the main features of the 
Bill which the Government have introduced 
are conceived in a spjrit of fair play to 
this people, and I shall have great pleasure 
in giving it my support. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, there is one 
matter which I feel bound to allude to 
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before I conclude. It reaily has nothing 
to do with this discussion, but it has been 
introduced into it by gentlemen on both 
sides. The hon. member for Lambton; 
the hon. member for Lanark, and the 
hon member for West Toronto have re- 
ferred to a gentleman who is not in this 
House, who isunable therefore to defend 
himself, in terms which I think, call upon 
some one to repel a gross injustice. 

A British House of Commons will never 
refuse to listen to the defence of any 
person, however, humble when unjustly as- 
sailed, and it is because Captain Cameron 
has been unjustly and ungenerously dealt 
with, that I feel it my duty to trespass for 
a little while on the indulgence of the 
House, in endeavouring to do him just- 
ice. 

I have no particular reason to be the cham- 
pion of Captain Cameron. I have not an inti- 
macy with him of sufficiently close a cha- 
racter to justify me in assuming that 
fnnction, but I have the honor of some ac- 
quaintance with him. Ihave sufficient ac- 
quaintance with him to feel myself justified 
in saying to this House, that asa man of 
cultivated intellect and refined taste, as a 
scholar and a gentleman, he is not second 
to the very best of his detractors. 

The principal point which has been 
made against this gent!eman is that he is 
not a man of gigantic stature. Now, I 
can understand the Editor of the Globe, 
whose fine proportions are familiar to 
many members of this Llouse—I can even 
understand the member for North Lanark 
—heing prejudiced in this way, but I have 
difficulty in conceiving why the hon. mem- 
ber for Lambton should consider qua- 
lification for office to be dependent, either 
on height or on girth. 

Ihave said that Capta’n Cameron is a 
gentleman and ascholir. I have to say 
further that as an officer in the branch 
of the service to which he belongs, he has, 
had avery extensive and varied expe- 
rience. Hewas appointed to the artillery 
in 1856, and from that time to 1869, in 
different parts of the world,he has been en- 
gaged in continuous service of a kind 
which demanded the highest order of qua- 
lification. I hold in my hand arecord of his 
services. Itis long, and I shall not detain 
the House to read it, but after what has 
occurred I shall feel 1t my duty to see 
that it finds its way to the press. 

I would merely say in reference to this 
point and as an illustration of the species 
of service which Capt. Cameron has 
seen that, on one occasion he con. 
ducted an artillery train from one end 
of India to the other, from Peshawur in 
the west to Dinapore in the East, that he 
did this inthe rainy season, crossing the 
unbridgel rivers of the Punjaub, and 
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performing the whole march which occupied 
three months, without the aid of any 
European except a suergeant 
and the officer in charge of the cavalry 
escort. This is nota service that implies 
the absence of high qualities. 

The men under whom Captain Cameron 
served were able to appreciate his 
qualities. Their opinions might fairly 
outweigh those of a Pembina postmaster, 
even if the postmaster did pronounce on 
the subject. Atall events I shall take 
the liberty to read to the House what 
General Tytler says of Captain Cameron in 
a despatch to the Military Secretary of 
the Commander-in-Chief dated in 1867. 

“Capt. Cameron, R. A., served as Ad- 
jutant to the Artillery attached to the 
Left Brigade Dooar Field Force through- 
out the Bhootan campaign. He was also 
attached to the Armstrong 6th Pr. Batt., 
which he even commanded for a limited 
period. 

Capt. Cameron’s services in the field, 
where he frequently commanded the por- 
tion of his own arm employed, were most 
meritorious—nor were his efforts for the 
advancement of the public service confined 
to his own branch. On two occasion, at 
least, he rendered important services in 
the intelligence department. 

Out of the field he ably and zealously 
seconded the efforts of his commanding 
officer, Capt. Wilson, in the conversion of 
the 6th Pr. Armstrong Battery into a 
mountain one, capable of being worked 
with efficiency in the very rugged and 
precipitous mountains of Bhootan. 

I venture strongly to recommend Capt. 
Cameron to the favorable notice of His 
Royal Highness. He has, in my humble 
opinion, well earneda step in army rank.” 

Perhaps the House will indulge me 
while I read the certificate of another gen- 
eral officer, Brigadier General Dunstford, 
dated the 6th June, same year. 

“Captain Donald Cameron served under 
my command in the Dooars campaign, 
1864, and gave numerous proofs of energy, 
zealand courage. Though not engaged 
with the column under my immediate 
command, he was highly reported on by 
Colonel Watson and Major Huxshaw, under 
whom he was actively engaged against the 
enemy, and was brought favorably to the 
notice of His Excellency the Commander 
in Chief. 

I consider Captain Cameron an excellent 
officer in every respect. He evinced skill, 
judgment, and energy wherever he was 
employed throughout the campaign, and I 
would venture to recommend his services 
to the favorable notice of Government.” 

In 1868 or 1869 Captain Cameron was 
appointed Adjutant to the first brigade of 
Royal Artillery, stationed at Halifax. 
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Captain C. identified himself with many use- 
fuland benevolent institutions in Halifax 
outside the line of his military duties, and 
I am happy to be able to say to this House 
that there, in private society as well as in 
military circles, he endeared himself to a 
large number of friénds and acquaintances. 

There too he formed a connection by mar- 
riage with the family of a member of this 
House, a circumstance to which, perhaps 
he has been indebted for some of the as- 
perities of the public press. 

When the arrangements were being 
made for Red River, I am not sur- 
prised that the Government, desirous 
to avail themselves of the services of a 
gentleman, of such large and varied ex- 
pression offered him an _ appoint- 
ment in the West. He proceeded there 
and with the rest of the party, was barred 
out of the Territory. 

A great effort has been made to cast ridi- 
cule upon Captain Cameron, for what took 
place at Pembina. The Globe has been at 
great pains to retailsome sneering obser- 
vation said to have beeu made by the Post 
master of that place. Now 
I do not know what may _ be 
the exact value of the opinion of a petty 
official of the United States, in a frontier 
hamlet, consisting of a fewhuts. I would 
not have thought myself of quoting such 
an opinion, but as the press which sympa- 
thizes with the gentlemen in opposition 
have thought fit to do so, he is their 
witness and not mine. Now it just so 
happens that [ hold in my hand a letter 
from this same postmaster written on the 
18th February, and as the hon. member for 
North Lanark seems to attach some impor- 
tance to this gentleman’s sayings he will 
have the gratitication to find that he does 
not confine himself to Captain Cameron 
alone, but gives some opinions about 
others of the same party. 

I read from the letter: 

We were sorry to loose the Captain 
and his lady as they were very much liked 
by all of us. ‘ 

I must admit that our first. impressions 
of the Captain were not very flattering. 
Probably from some of his eccentricities, 
but more from the ignoring of him by all 
the party that he came with, as they de- 
nied, in toto, that he was one of them. 
That he was a -hanger-on to their party 
whom they picked up somewhere on the 
road, or in the settlement that 
they had nothing to do with him, he not 
being amember of their Council, nor to 
their knowledge had he any appointment 
or promise of appointment from the Ca- 
nadian Government. Even Governor Mc- 
Dougall, in the meeting held with the 
Pembina cflicials, in ‘the Customs Ofiice, 
gave him a sneering uncalled-for cut 
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for which he received no response what- 
ever, as by that time we learned to esti- 
mate the Captain as the best man of the lot. 

Ido not write this in a spirit of malici- 
ousness, but simply to do justice to one 
for whom we all have the highest regard 
as a gentleman, a good and kind neigh- 
bour, and laying aside his eccentricites, as 
being superior to those who caluminated 
him. 

You will please say to them for us that 
should they ever come this way again they 
will meet a cordial welcome from all here.” 

But, sir, I will call other evidence from 
the Opposition quarter. 

The Reporter of the Globe and the Re- 
porter of the Telegraph were both sent out 
of the territory, and on their return, these 
gentlemen bore testimony to the high 
character which Capt. Cameron bore while 
on the confines of the Territory. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, I have to thank 
the House for the kind indulgence with 
which they have listened to observations 
which partake so much ofa personal na- 
ture. I was quite sure that I was not count- 
ing too much upon their spirit of fair play, 
when I asked the liberty of giving this ex- 
planation—and I thank them sincerely for 
the opportunity they have given me of re- 
pelling, as I have endeavoured to do, 
some unjust aspersions on a meritorious 
officer, and I have only to regret that his 
indication has not fallen into abler 
hands. 

Mr. BODWELL denied that any mem- 
ber of the Opposition had spoken dispar- 
agingly, of Captain Cameron during the 
debate on the measure. The Captain 
might, have done good service in India, 
and might do very well in the back woods 
of America if there were norivers or fences 
in the way. With reference to the Bill 
before the House, it seemed as if the 
Government desired to place the new Pro- 
vince under the control of the French 
Canadians. If that was not their object it 
looked like it, for it granted special pri- 
vileges to that race, such as setting aside 
1,400,000 acres of land for the half-breeds 
and their children. He denounced such a 
policy,as one calculated to cre rte a division 
mong the people of the Dominion. He 
had been pained during the discussion on 
that Bill to hear members of the Govern- 
ment speak in terms of contempt of those 
who had proved themselves loyal to 
Canada in the Red River country, while 
those who had rebelled against them, and 
murdered and imprisoned their country- 
men, were treated with the utmost res- 
pect and consideration. Such a course was 
humiliating to the Hcuse and discourag- 
ing to those brave men who were ready to 
sacrifice their property, and if necessary 
their lives, in support of their connection 
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with Canada. He should make some fur- 
ther remarks on the various clauses of the 
Bill in Committee. 

The House then went into Commit- 
tee—Mr. McDONALD, [Middlesex] in the 
chair. 

On the clause relating to the boundary. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that, al- 
though it had been arranged that impor- 
tant amendments should be moved on 
concurrence, it yet was well to indicate 
the amendment which should be submit- 
ted to the House on this clause. He pro- 
posed to extend the boundary to 102 par- 
allel of west longitude one side, and the 
Lake of the Woods and along the Inter- 
. national boundary until it reached the 
western boundary of the Province of 
Ontario; thence due north along the paral- 
lel until it intercepted the 56th parallel of 
north latitude; then due west to the 
102nd west parallel of longitude. There 
was some doubt as to the western hound- 
ary of Ontario, but it was generally placed 
at the Lake of the Woods. He proposed 
to obviate any doubt that the eastern 
boundary of Manitoba should be the 
western boundary of Ontario, thus leaving 
_ no doubtful land between the two Provin- 
ces. The only objection to that was the 
question of the Indians, but he apprehend- 
ed no difficulty from that source if pro- 
per endeavours were made to let the 
Indians know the changes, so as to prevent 
false impressions from getting abroad. 
With regard to the size of the Province 
only 900,000 acres would be open for the 
settlement of new settlers. He denied 
the right of the half-breeds to any reserve 
and if the Province was made too large 
they could diminish it. 

Hon. Sir F, HINCKS—No. 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL—As a mat- 
ter of law, I say it is within the legislative 
power of the House. He objected to the 
Bill as premature, and thought it should 
only be proposed at the end of four or 
five years, when they had seen whether 
the Government which they were creating 
might find itself embroiled in any new 
difficulty in consequence of the already 
existing difficulties of the different popu- 
lations and recollections of former disputes. 
They might find such a state of things that 
emigrants would pass it by and not bring 
themselves to submit to the difficulties 
existing there. If their expectations of 
the Bill were disappointed, it would show 
that they had been too hasty and imposed 
a Provisional Government only suited to 
a large population. The only proper 
course was to get at the question tenta- 
tively. They should provide such a Goy- 
ernment as was suited to the wants and 
number ofthe population, and when it 
was found that they had grown out of their 
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district and municipal system, and were 
ready to bear the expenses of a Provincial 
system, let the House give it to them. 
Having been in the Government he knew 
its power, and he now found that members 
who were elected on a pledge, and under 
arrangements which had been broken, 
still gave their support to the Government. 
He thought it likely that unfortunately 
the Bill would pass, and he should, there- 
fore, endeavour to make itas good as pos- 
sible. In the first place they would en- 
deavour to extend the franchise so that in- 
stead of restricting it to householders it 
should extend to residents at the time of 
election or a short time previously. They 
should endeavour to reduce the time of 
the sitting of the Legislature to two years 
instead of four, at all events for the first 
Legislature. It was advisable that uni- 
formity in this respect should prevail 
between the different Provinces, and he 
approved of fixing the ordinary duration 
at four years after the first Parliament. 
He should also propose to strike out the 
20th clause relating to separate schools. 
They had better see what provisions the 
Local Parliament might make with regard 
to this question, after which the Governor 
General exercised the vote power. He 
opposed the clause as inapplicable to the 
country and as suggestive of a state of 
things which it should be preferable not 
to suppose to exist. With regard to the 
clause confirming titles, he should move 
the limit should be as agreed on the 9th 
of March 1869. He objected entirely to 
additional power given under the Bill. 
These were the principle amendments 
which he should propose if that Bill was 
unfortunately enabled to pass. 

Mr. THOS. FERGUSON said he was one 
of the first to object to the western bound- 
ary of the proposed Province, and to urge 
upon the Government to change it so as 
to include Portage La Prairie. He was 
an independent member of the House, 
although he had given and was prepared 
still to give fair support to the Govern- 
ment. As for the hon. member for North 
Lanark, the whole country knew his poli- 
tical reputation was irretrievably ruined, 
that while he was in the Government he was 
willing to do anything that might be 
necessary to keep him there, and had be- 
come the biggest Tory of the whole of 
them. (Laughter). Why, the hon. gen- 
tleman spoke f separate schools as if 
they were something horrible to contem- 
plate; but if his memory served him 
right, the hon. gentleman while in the 
Government had voted for separate schools 
in this country. [Hear]. The truth was, 
the Jon gentleman’s opposition to the 
Bill’arose “mainly from the fact that he 
was no longer in the Government. If he 
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were still on the Treasury benches, he would 
not find much fault with it, evenifit were 
more open to objection. [Hear]. He 
[Mr. Ferguson] coull easily vindicate his 
own consistency, but he thought the hon. 
gentleman would find it extremely duffi- 
cult to vindicate his. [Hear]. With re- 
gard to the rebellion, he [Mr. Ferguson] 
charged that the responsibility for it was 
mainly on the heads of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Officials. This, he maintained, 
was borne out by indisputable facts; and 
yet the hon. gentleman’s Bill, which he 
offered as a substitute for the Government 
Bill proposed to keep these officials in 
power for an indefinite period. As regards 
the educational clauses of the Govern- 
ment measure, he [Mr. Ferguson] was op- 
posed to the establishing of any sectarian 
schools, and trusted that the Government 
would consent so to change the Bill as to 
remove all doubt upon that point. W.th 
respect to the reservation of 1,400,000 
acres of land, he was informed that it 
would leave only about 1,200,000 acres for 
settlers going in. If that was the case he 
would regard it as great injustice, which 
he trusted the Government would not 
press on the House. The resolution was 
much too large and he would have an 
amendment to propose, when the proper 
time arrived, if the Government would 
consent to change in this respect, and if 
in some other particulars the Bill was 
made more satisfactory, the Government 
might rely upon his support, but, if not, 
he must say they would have to look else- 
where for support. 

Mr. BOWELL said if the Government 
recognized the delegates from Red River, 
when they had recognized the Provisional 
Government — 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, 
no. 
Mr. BOWELL—Well if that was the 


case, the clause of the member for North 
Lanark’s Bill, retaining in office the 
present officials, would confirm in their 
places officials, whom he saw by papers 
recently received, were being sworn in. He 
must say that the remark of the member 
for Colchester, about insulting the repre- 
sentatives of the people of the Territory, 
grated on his ears and also on those of 
the other members of the House. He 
(Mr. Bowell] wanted to know whether 
those gentlemen, who had been driven 
outof the Territory, on aecount of their 
loyalty had been consulted by the Gov- 
ernment prior to the introduction of this 
Bill. The general impression of the coun- 
try was that they had not, and their 
Opinions even had not been asked, until 
after the Bill had been prepared; and, if 
thet was the case, he desired to have it 
understood, with regard to Judge Black, 
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that he (Mr. Bowell] could not regard him 
in the same favourable light as the mem- 
ber for Lambton, hol iing that he, perhaps 
more than any other man in the Territory, 
was responsible for the outbreak. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said, in re- 
ference to the enquiry that had been 
made by the hon. member, that there was 
a point that had not been brought in mind, 
and it was this, that certain persons had 
been specially invited to represent their 
grievances here; invited, he m ght say, at 
the desire and certainly with the concur- 
rence of Her Majesty’s Government, be- 
cause the words of the Governor-General 
inviting them were almost dictated by 
the Secretary of State, for the colonies. 
Now he [Sir Francis Hincks] did not think 
the persons to whom the hon. member 
had referred were in that position, the 
position of persons having grievances to 
represent. They had no grievances, and 
had not therefore been asked to send 
persons tostate them. As for himself, he 
had no wish to take any prominent part in 
these proceedings, but he might say he 
had had several interviews, satisfactory 
interviews, with the gentlemen to whom 
the hon. member referred; but with re- 
gard to the delegates, he had never seen 
one of them except Judge Black. With 
Judge Black, however, he had never 
spoken, he having been simply pointed 
out to him, and with regird to Father 
Richot and Scott, he had never seen them 
—[hear, hear]—or exchanged a word of 
any kind with them. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—Before the 
Bill was introduced? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Yes. He 
had never seen or spoken to them before 
the Bill was introduced, while he had had 
interviews with the gentlemen referred to 
by the member for North Hastings, [hear.] 
The Minister of Justice and Minister of 
Militia had also seen them, and every op- 
portunity had been given to them to ex- 
press their views, [hear.] But the parties 
whom it was proper more particularly for 
the Government to hear were those per- 
sons who had grievances to mike, and 
whose complaints and opinions it,was the 
special object of Her Majesty’s Imperial 
Government to ascertain. He might add, 
however, that the Bill itself had been 
framed entirely on the responsibility of the 
Government, and not at the dictation or 
according to the particular wishes of the 
delegates of one party or the other 
[cheers,] and he had yet to l-arn that 
the members of the Government were 
liable to any censure, if they had succeeded 
in receiving persons who had any influence, 
even over any portion of the people of the 
Territory, and had gained their assi tance 
in establishing the authority of the Do- 
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minion in that country, if they had done 
this, he thought they had accomplished 
a great and good work, [hear. ] 

Mr. BOWELL understood that so long 


as the Government appeased the wrath of 


the malcontents, they care very little about 
the rest. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, I said 
nothing of this kind. 

Mr. BOWELL said that appeared to 
him to be the principle laid down by the 
Minister of Finance. He had acknowledg- 
ed that so long asthe Government framed 
the Bill to meet the wishes of malcontents, 
the other being loyal they must put up 
with it whether they like it or not. [Cries 
of no, no]. 

. Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Not at all. 

The whole course and policy of the Goy- 
ernment from first to last had been in the 
interests of the very party to which the 
hon. gentleman referred. The acquisition 
of the Territory by Canada, and the esta- 
blishment of a Government there by Cana- 
da, were in the interests of the very per- 
sons to whom he alluded, and those per- 
sons themselves were satisfied with the 
course of the Government from the outset. 
[Hear]. They had made no complaint. 
He [Sir Francis Hincks] repeated that 
other parties did complain, that they had 
made no complaint, that they were going 
to be interfered with. To listen to those 
complaints was the duty of the Govern- 
ment, and they would have been false to 
their trust if they had not heard what they 
had to say, and as far as possible to recon- 
cile to the establishment of Canadian au- 
thority in the country. [Hear, hear]. He 
repeated that it was a most desirable thing 
to do. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said these men had 
been consulted about the Bill, while the 
loyal refugees had not been consulted. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No they 
were not. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—Noth- 
ing of the kind. 

Mr. MACKENZIE could only say that the 
Minister of Justice, in introducing the 
Bill, distinctly stated that it was the 
result of an agreement with those par- 
ties, 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—No, he 
stated it was the result of the delibera- 
tions with various parties, not of an agree- 
ment with any. [Hear, hear]. 

Mr. MACKENZIE regarded it at any 
rate as a matter of fact, that the represen- 
tatives of loyal parties in the Territory had 
not been consulted, and the Finance 
Minister said they had not been consulted 
because they had no grievances. The posi- 
tion in-which this declaration placed the 
hon. gentleman, when contrasted. with 
the statement he had made in an earlier 
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debate, that the disturbance in the Terri- 
tory had been fomented by the Toronto 
Globe. If that was the case, how was it 
that he now said the English speaking 
people had no grievances ? 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I never 
said anything of the kind— hear, hear)— 
and I must protest against the hon. gen- 
tleman misrepresenting what I did say. 
I never used the words English speaking 
people. With regard to them I have 
always held that a very considerable por- 
tion, if not a majority, donot concur in 
the views of Dr. Schultz, Dr. Lynch and 
others, and of that fact there is ample 
evidence in this book, (the blue book of 
correspondence). When I said that cer- 
tain parties had no grievance, I referred 
more particularly to what is known as 
the Canadian party, to which a consider- 
able proportion of English speaking peo- 
ple have had no connection, (hear, hear.) 

Mr. MACKENZIE insisted that there 
was a contradiction between the two state- 
ments of the hon. gentleman, and that he 
had fallen into a trap which he could not 
get out of. 

Hon. Mr. MORRIS could not allow the 
question to rest as it had been put. The 
Bill was introduced on the responsibility 
of the Ministry. After they had taken 
pains to obtain the information from all 
parties, they had seen Drs. Schultz and 
Lynch, and he himself had a preparatory 
meeting with them, as had Sir George E. 
Cartier. All the object of the Government 
was to draw up such a Bill as would add 
the vast Territory to the Dominion. 

Mr. MACKENZIE asked were those 
gentlemen consulted as to boundaries, as 
he understood Scott, Richot and Judge 
Black had been. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
Scott and Richot came with an extraordi- 
nary proposal to get the whole Territory, 
and it was the plan of the Government 
itself to restrict the boundaries, as by the 
Bill it being doubtful if the Portage La 
Prairie people were willing to come in, 
and on the suggestion of Drs. Schultz and 
Lynch they had been included. 

Mr. BOWELL asked on whose sugges. 
tion they were first excluded. 

Hon. Sir GHORGE HE. CARTIER—It 
arose from the wish of the Portage people, 
and represented by them at the Conven- 
tion. 

Mr. BOWELL—Then because they re- 
fused to-be under the dictation of Riel, 
they were turned out? Then the dele- 
gates were not received, and the rebel 
delegates consulted? It was strange that 
the question was asked of the loyal dele- 
gates what line would include the Portage 
people, and that the Bill then brought in 
showed exactly such a boundary as would 
exclude them. 


: Manitoba. 


1437 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER was 
prepared to adopt the amendment re- 
stricting the quieting of titles to those 
granted up to the 8th March, 1869. They 
knew the Hudson Bay Company had 
granted no titles subsequent, but to 
make it explicit and beyond doubt, they 
would put in the date. He hoped they 
would allow the Government to take this 
stage now. It was perfectly understood 
the gentlemen opposite did not approve 
the principle of the Bill. 

Clauses one to fourteen passed. 

After this clause it was proposed to add 
one to make the majority of the Legislative 
Assembly necessary to constitute a meet- 
ing. The other clauses, with some verbal 
and unimportant amendments, were pas- 
sed, and the Committee rose, reported, 
and asked leave to sit again. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER moved 
the House into Committee on resolutions on 
the same subject, to be considered pro for- 
ma, so as to advance the measure a stage. 

The resolutions were severally put and 
carried, with some unimportant amend- 
ments proposed by Government, the only 
important one being that restricting the 
provision of quieting titleto grants made 
prior to the 8th of March, 1869. The 
Committee rose, reported and asked 
leave to sit again. 

Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL asked whether 
the cable telegram that the Governor 
General had intimated to the Imperial 
Government the settlement of the Red 
River disturbances was correct. 

Hon. SirGEORGE E. CARTIER said he 
was not aware of any such despatch. 

The House adjourned at midnight. 


Province of 


SENATE. 
Orrawa, May 9th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the Chair at 30’clock. 

After some routine business, 

The Bill ‘“‘to amend the Acts respecting 
Customs and Inland Revenue, and to make 
certain provisions respecting vessels navi- 
gating the Inland Waters of Canada above 
Montreal,” was read a first time. 


THE TARIFF 

Hon Mr. CAMPBELL moved that the 
Bill be read a second time at the next 
sitting of the House. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST said 
that he would move in amendment that 
the Bill be read that day six months, as he 
was convinced that it would be most in- 
expedient to pass a measure so contrary 
to the interests of the people of the 
Dominion. He was prepared to acknow- 
ledge that it was sound policy to interfere 
as little as possible with money bills which 
were sent up from the Commons; but, at 
the same time, he felt that when measures 
involving most important interests came 
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up for consideration, it became the duty 
of the Senate, which was a sort of interme- 
diary between the Crown and the people, 
to take care that they did not sanction any 
proceeding which would injuriously affect 
the public welfare. The measure before the 
House imposed a tax on,breadstufts and 
other articles of prime, nécessity, and it was 
obligatory on the House to consider it with 
great care before agreeing to its passage. 
The manner, indeed, in which it had been 
carried through the other branch rendered 
it more necessary for the Senate to con- 
sider it with great cireumspection. Eleven 
out of thirteen members of the Govern- 
ment had agreed thaéthe polizy they had 
adopted was bad«fid made a declaration 
to that effect in the House; but immedi- 
ately afterwards it was found that their 
views were reversed by two others of their 
colleagues. When it was seen that the 
same Government which propounded one 
policy in the afternoon, had a different one 
in the evening, it was ‘time for every man 
who was anxious for the welfare of his 
country to pause and consider the character 
and effect of the measure, which had been 
brought forward and passed in the Com- 
mons under such extraordinary circum- 
stances. Again, when it was found that 
the commercial cities of Quebec and On- 
tario had declared themselves most em- 
phatically in oppositionto the measure, 
there was additional reason why the 
Senate should interfere and save the 
country from the consequences of a policy 
whioh was so unsound.  Breadstuffs— 
articles of prime necessity—were hence- 
forth to be dearer, simply that the 
Government might raisé a revenue of about 
eleven hundre Le housand dollars; but 
surely some other means could have been 
devised to raise the amount without 
burthening the masses of the people. No 
doubt could exist in the mind of any one 
that all the money required could have 
been easily raised by imposing a small duty 
on the luxuries of life instead of taxing the 
necessaries, which enter into the con- 
sumption of the labouring class. The 
House should also carefully consider the 
effect of the policy upon the manufacturing 
interests of the countrys It was well 
known how many diffieulties stood in the 
way of the establishment of manufactories 
in this country“that they were chiefly 
protected by the cheapness of the raw 
material. Now it was obvious that the 
moment a tax was imposed on the raw 
product, there was a discrimination against 
our manufacturing interests. Whether the 
measure was considered with regard to our 
manufacturing, our commercial, or our 
shipping interests, it must be recognized 
as embodying a policy most detrimental 
to the best interests of the;Dominion; and 
he was convinced that the members of the 
Government themselves, were they to re- 
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veal their secret thoughts, would confess 
that he was right. 
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exactly what the Bill wasdomg. In New 


He would acknowledge | Brunswick and Quebec the people were 


that the motion which he had made was of ; obliged to get considerable quantities of 
an extraordinary character, and if it had their coal, flour and wheat from abroad ; in- 


been practicable he would have preferred 
moving in another way. If he could have 
done so, he would have moved to amend 
the Bill, for he did not wish to deprive the 
Government of the means of meeting the 
public expenditures. Not being able to 
pursue such a course, he had chosen the 
mode customary in the House of Lords, 
and moved the six months’ hoist. But it 
might be said what would be the result of 
rejecting a measure providing means of 
meeting the public expenditure. It was 
true there might be a d fficulty, but it was 
one that could be removed by the Govern- 
ment. Jn the year 1856, the Supply Bill 
came before the Legislative. Council of 
Canada, in connection “with the question of 
the selection of the Seat of Government. 
The selection of the Seat of Government 
was one of the privileges of the Crown, but 
inasmuch as the Legislative Assembly had 
moved in the matter, the Council contend- 
ed that they had the same right to be con- 
sulted, and decided finally that  inas- 
much as they had been overlooked they 
would refuse the Supply. The Bill was 
proposed for the first reading, and imme- 
diately afterwards, and previous to the 
second reading, it was moved that the 
House should dispense with the 19th Rule, 
and for reasons set forth in the Resolution 
declare *‘ that it cannot concur in the Bill 
of Supply.’’ The Bill was taken back to the 
Assembly, and the objectionable part of it 
repealed; and thenit wasreturned to the 
Legislative Council, where it received the 
assent of the House. If it were asked what 
the Government could do if they were 
refused the means of meeting taxation, he 
would reply that they could pursue the 
course that was taken in 1856. They 
would take back the measure and amend 
it so as to make it conform with what was 
the sentiment of the House and country— 
nay, the sentiment of eleven members of 
the Government. If taxation was requisite 
to raise money, let it be imposed upon the 
luxuries of the rich and well-to-do classes 
of the people. The Senate should not 
hesitate a moment as to the proper course 
for it to pursue in the case.of a measure 
which was notoriously obnoxious to all 
classes of the people of the Dominion, from 
one end to the other. If the Senate were 
to interpose its authority in order to pre- 
vent such injurious legislation being fast- 
ened upon the country, it would win the 
gratitude of the people. In any system of 
taxation for general purposes, each Pro- 
vince should be placed on the same _ foot- 
ing. No section should be benefited to 
the injury of another, and yet that was 
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stead of affording them facilities for doing 
so, the Government proposed burthening 
them with taxes on commodities which 
they required. The people of Quebec, 

Montreal, Toronto and other places in the 
Province of old Canada, were to have their 
fueltaxed, ostensibly fer the purpose of 
benefiting a partjculaf class in a single 
Province. Such ) olicy would only per- 

petuate sectional4ealousies, and prevent 
the harmonious working of Confederation. 

If the Bill passed, he was persuaded that 
it would create an amount of irritation in 
New Brunswick that must lead to the most 
prejudicial consequences, and to show that 
he was not speaking without authority, he 
would refer to the representatives of the 
Province in the House, who, he felt con- 

vinced, would vote against the measure. 


Those gentlemen would declare 
that the policy im question was des- 
tructive of the best interests of the 


Province—subversive of the Confedera- 
tion—and directly in the interests of 
the advocates of annexation to the 
American Union. In the other Pro- 
vinces the consequences would be equally 
serious: trade and enterprize would be 
cramped and the people irritated ; and 
under these circumstances he could not 
bring himself to believe that there could 
be found even a majority among the sup- 
porters of the Government prepared to 
sanction a policy which was so opposed to 
the true principles of economic science 
and antagonistic to the true interests of 
every section of the Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. WILMOT followed, and said 
that he had no doubt whatever that the 
motion of the hon. member for Grandville 
was perfectly constitutional—entirely in 
accordance with the practice of the House 
of Lords as well as of the Council of the 
old Province PA Canada. He had little 
hesitation in séconding the motion, from 
the fact that/ e knew that the Bill, as it 
had passédythe other branch of the ‘Legis- 
lature, would not meet with the approyal 
of the people of the Province from which 
he came. He regretted that in almost all 
measures relative to Customs, he had been 
obliged to express opinions contrary to 
the Government of the day. The increase 
in the duties upon articles of necessity 
had naturally created a great deal of 
irritation in the Provincé of New Bruns- 
wick, and added to the“dissatisfaction that 
had already existed there. In maturing 
a tariff, every care should be taken not to 
press heavily upon the masses, or em- 
barrass trade and enterprise; and he must 
acknowledge that such would be the ef- 
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fect of the present measure. If the Goy- 
ernment had chosen to add two and a 
half per cent. to the ad valorem duties, 
they would have raised a large fund in a 
less objectionable way. But the new tariff 
mposed certain specific, in addition to the 
ad valorem duties. and merchants would 
have to maké additional entries, and be 
subject tomuth trouble and inconvenience. 
It was the true policy to have a tariff of 
as simple a character as possible ; but the 
present measure only complicated matters. 
‘The measure was called ‘a national poli- 
cy,’ on the ground that it was intended 
to meet the policy adopted by the United 
States w.th respect to ourselves since the 
repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty. Look- 
ing at it even from that stand-point, he 
considered it unjustifiable. Before de- 
ciding on the measure, the Government 
should have considered more carefully 
whether it bore fairly on all interests and 
sections, and was not calculated to benefit 
one locality or class at the expense of 
the great majority. As respects the differ- 
ential duty on salt, he had been under the 
impression that under the Royal instruc- 
tions no such tax could be imposed. Gen- 
tlemen connected with trade were aware 
that coal was brought from Great Britain 
as ballast, and consequeutly could be pro- 
cured by our manufacturers and others at 
a lower price than would otherwise be the 
ease. If coal had been charged an ad 
valorem duty on the cost at the place of 
production, the duty would not have been 
felt, and it would have been able to com- 
pete with the coal coming in from the 
United States, where the cost is consider- 
ably higher. In whatever point of view he 
looked at the question, he was convinced 
that he was bound to vote for the rejec- 
tion of the Bill. If it were rejected, he 
thought that the Government would have 
no difficulty in finding the means to meet 
their obligations, especially as the amount 
they required was very small. If the con- 
sideration of the question was postponed 
for another year,they might be able to ma- 
ture a system which would meet with more 
general acceptance. As respects the duty 
on packages, he added, he was sure that 
it would cause a great deal of dissatisfac- 
tion among importers, on account of the 
complicated nature of the system. It 
must be considered, too, that the pack- 
ages, although costing considerable at the 
place of shipment, were of little value at 
the place of arrival ; and it was, therefore, 
manifestly unfair to tax such packages. 
For these and other reasons, he hoped that 
the Senate would agree to reject the Bill. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL rephed that the 
Government, in his opinion, had some 
reason to complain of the course that had 
been pursued by the hon. thember for 


48 


[May 9, 1870] 


Tariff. 1442 


Grandville, especially in view of the man- 
ner in which public business had been con- 
ducted in that branch of the Legislature. 
The Government might have expected 
that ifthe hon, member had decided te 
pursue the usual course of making such a 
motion on the first reading of the Bill, 
he would have taken the opportunity of 
informing them of bis intentions. He did 
not think that anything that had occurred 
during the present or previous sessior 
could warrant him in taking the course that 
he had and surprising the Government 
(laughter on the Opposition side). 


Hon, Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST did 
not suppose that the hon. member wished 
to attribute motives to any one. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL meant that the 
only interpretation that the Government; 
could draw from the course of the hon. 
gentleman was that he wished to surprise 
them. It was not usual to make suck 
motions until the Bill had come up for its 
second reading. However, the Govern- 
ment were quite content that the discussion 
should take place at that stage, though 
he did feel that they might well have 
been informed of the intention of the 
gentlemen opposite. The Government were 
quite prepared to defend their policy, and. 
discuss it onits merits, in the confidence 
that it would receive the sanction and ap- 
proval of a majority of the House. He did 
not think that the hon, member had fairly 
considered—and he hoped certainly that 
others would do so—the position in 
which he would place the House with ref- 
erence to the Bul of Supply before them. 
Honourable gentlemen should remember 
that they were sent to the House, not 
merely for the purposes of the present 
Parliament, but to establish a system which 
it was to be hoped, would last for ages; 
and that the example they were now set- 
ting would influence those who should oe- 
cupy their seats hereafter. Under these 
circumstances the House should proceed 
with great caution and reflect, not simply 
on the results of their action for the me. 
ment, but with reference to the future 
legislation of this country. If it was really 
desirable,—and he believed it was—that 
there should be a second Chamber of the 
Parliament in this country, it became of 
great importance that the House should. 
confine itself to strict constitutional prac 
tice and usage, and that it should not be 
diverted by any temporary reasons frana 
the course that it ought to pursue with 
reference to matters which come especialiy 
within the purview of the -otker 
branch of the Legislature. Now .he 
was of opinion that a Bill regulating -ime 
tariff was hardly ever rejected in the ypper 
branch. Every one admitted that it could 
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not be amended, and, therefore, the hon. 
member had moved that it be rejected en- 
tirely. That was a course which had never 
been taken in the Parliament of Canada. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER de St. JUST-—I 
have just referred to such a case. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL did not consider 
it fully in point. Such a course was not 
followed eitherin the Parliament of Can- 
ada or in the Imperial Legislature. He 
had endeavoured to ascertain the practice 
of the British Parliament, and the only in- 
stance, of late years, where the House of 
Lords had interfered with the action of the 
Commons on a money Bill was in the case 
.of the Paper Duty Bill, which was not a 
measure involving a general tariff, like that 
now under consideration. Why wasit that 
the Tariff Bill was never rejected? Be- 
cause it had been passed by the House of 
Commons,—the body which represented 
the people, and was specially charged with 
the imposition of taxation. Therefore, it 
was understood, that in accordance with 
the Constitution, the Commons had the ex- 
elusive right—and they had ever success- 
fully vindicated it—to deal with such 
matters. Gentlemen who would look 
into the matter would find that after the 
measure in question was rejected by tbe 
Peers, Lord Palmerston reiterated in the 
strongest terms the exclusive right of Par- 
liament to deal with such matters ; and 
the result was that next session the same 
measure was adopted by the House of 
Commons and went to the Lords where it 
passed with the Bill of Supply. His hon. 
friend opposite had referred to the case 
that occurred in 1856 when the Legislative 
Council objected to the course pursued 
with reference to the seat of Government. 
In that case the Bill could be amended 
without difficulty, by striking out the 
item providing for the expenses of the 
seat of Government. But the same thing 
could not be done to the present Bill. It 
must be amended by supplying new items ; 
and the result of the passage of the mo- 
tion of the hon. member would be that 
the matter would have to be reconsidered 
in the House of Commons—that the mem- 
bers would have to be summoned from all 


parts. of the country, and © the 
session consequently indefinitely 
delayed, whilst a new tarifi was 


imtroduced and all the usual forms pro- 
eceded with. He could not understand 
how gentlemen could deem it their duty 
on a question of such a nature 
to vote as the honourable gentleman’s 
resolution proposed. The effect of the 
passage of such a motion must be to bring 
the Senate into collision with the other 
branch of the Legislature. He would call 
attention—for it was a case in point—to 
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[SENATE] 


Tariff. 1444 
the feeling that was exhibited, when an 
address came to the Senate asking that its 

| clerk should be examined by a Committee 
of the Commons with respect to the in- 

'demnity and mileage of hon. members. 
That was considered a matter of privilege, 
and the House refused permission to allow 
its officer to be examined with respect to 
its accounts. Could it be supposed, then, 
that there would be no irritation in the 
Commons were the Senate to interfere 
with their action respecting a measure 
immediately within their purview, and of 
which they are traditionally jealous? Was 
it likely that they would recede from 
their position and allow them- 
selves to be dictated to by the 
Senate in reference toa measure which 
must originate with themselves, and 
which is especially under their control in 
accordance with our constitution? He 
could not believe that those who wished to 
see the Constitution preserved intact and 
handed down to posterity, were ready to 
sanction any course which would create 

jealousies between the two branches of the 

Legislature, and jeopardize the harmonious 
operation .of our legislative machinery. 
Therefore he would ask hon. gentlemen 
in view of the future, and the security and 

harmony of our Constitution, not to ap- 

prove of a course which was revolutionary 


and calculated to bring the two 
Houses into. serious. conflict. With 
these remarks respecting the  con- 


stitutional aspect of the question, he 
would now refer to the merits of the mea- 
sure itself. It had been said that there 
were eleven members of the Government 
really opposed to the present policy ; but 
the fact was, that there was no division at 
allin the Cabinet on the subject, and that 
the Government were a unit and had settled 
on their policy after grave deliberation 
and under the conviction thit it was cal- 
culated to promote the interests of the 
whole Dominion. ‘he question was ne- 
cessarily attended with difliculty—it could 
not be an easy task to arrange a tariff satis- 
factory to the whole Dominion. If hon. 
gentlemen, who might hereafter find them- 
selves members of a Cabinet, believed 
that they would be able to frame such a 
policy as would meet with universal ap- 
proval, they would soon recognize their 
mistake. It had heen the desire of the 
Government to frame,a tariff that 
would embrace the Anterests of the 
whole Dontinien, A leading idea 
was to protect thé fisheries, and stimu- 
late certain gteat® interests in all the Pro- 
vinces. We had been endeavouring for 
years to obtain a renewal of the Recipro- 
city Treaty, but all our patience and for- 
bearance had been perfectly futile; and 
under these circumstances it became a 
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matter for consideration whether it was not 
advisable to pursue such a policy as would 
keep our fisheries within our own control 
and stimulate commercial intercourse be- 
tween ourselves. The Government finally 
adopted the present policy ;,and, gentle- 
men, when they objected te the duties on 
wheat and coal, and other items in the 
tariff, should remember that each and all 
were part of a gehefal system, Dfficulties 
arose, subsequent to the introduction of 


the new policy, and it was apprehended | 


for a while that the sanction of a majority 
in the other branch would not be given to 
the scheme as a whole. Under such cir- 
cumstances, and anxious to avoid a crisis 
at avery trying period in our affiirs, the 
Government deviated somewhat from their 
policy for a time, but only to come back 
to it when they found it was fully in accord 
with the majority. It had been said by 


the hon. member opposite that the tariff 


proposed to tax breadstufts and other ne- 
cessaries of life. Now he (Mr. Campbell) 
denied that coal was a necessary of life. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
explained that he had said ‘ Breadstutts 
and other articles of prime necessity.”’ 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that nine- 
tenths of the people were“tfarmers who did 
not use coal in any, shape, and to them it 
was not a necessar lite. Coal was used 
chiefly in manufactires—certainly in Onta- 
rio, and did not enter into the consump- 
tion of the general community in the up- 
per Province | Now, ifa duty on wood had 
been proposed, that would have been a 
tax on the masses. Honourable gentle- 
men coming from the large cities, knew 
pérfectly well where the pressure on the 
question originated. Take for instance, 
his hon. friend from Toronto (Mr. McPher- 
son) who was smiling in his usual magni- 
ficent way ; he was at the head ofa large 
establishment, which consumed large quan- 
tities of coal. The tariff might affect such 
an establishment inthe city, but it certain- 
ly did not interest the rural constituency 
which he (Mr. Campbell) represented. 
Eyen in Toronto, the consumers of coal 
were exclusively to be found among the 
wealthy classes, and the same might be 
said of Ottawa, and other towns. 
But under any circumstances, coal was not 
an article of greater necessity than clothing 
or boots and shoes, and yet those articles 
were heavily taxed. It was only a few 
manufacturing establishments, after all, 
that had any real interest in the question 
of coal, so far as Ontario and the rural dis- 
tricts of Quebec were concerned. The 
arguments that had been adduced against 
other features of the tariff were equally 
fallacious. Didany one suppose that we 
were going to pay more for bread in conse- 
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quence of the insignificant tax on Ameri- 
can flour and wheat? The majority ofour 
our people made their own flour, and could 
supply their friends in the Lower Provin- 
ces with all that they required. By en- 
couraging the coal of Nova Scotia and the 
flour of Ontario, commercial intercourse 
would be encouraged between the two 
Provinces, and the Confederation neces- 
sarily strengthened. The Government 
had been led to understand that a very 
small duty would enable the coal owners of 
Nova Scotia to supply the Dominion with 
fuel. It was awise policy to make one 
Province supply the wants of the other, 
and keep the Dominion as independent as 
possible of the Americans. During the 
rebellion in the United States, it would be 
remembered that the Government issued 
an order prohibiting the exportation of 
coal altogether. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON—That was only 
anthracite coal, which cannot be got in 
Nova Scotia. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—The prohibition 
might have been put onall kinds of coal ; 
and it was wise to guard against such 
dangers in the future. All should unite 
in building up an Intercolonial Trade, and 
stimulating native industry. He had been 
told by amember of the Legislature that 
the result of the policy of the Americans, 
in the particular. just referred to, had been 
to jeopardize the operations of a large es- 
tablishment on Lake Erie, and the owner 
confessed that he would rather see a dol- 
lara ton put on coal than be again sub- 
ject to the same difficulty. The tax would 
soon be considered a blessing if it had the 
effect,1t was expected to have—of supply- 
ing our own coal to all parts of the Domin- 
ion. He found that the Americans im- 
posed $1.25 on bituminous coal, 40 per 
cent on the anthracite, 20 per cent a 
bushel on wheat, and wheat flour, 10 per 
cent on rye. Situated as the Dominion 
was, alongside of the United States, it 
was necessary to shape our policy with 
reference to theirs. He would not, how- 
ever, dwell at any greater length on the 
question. He was himself most in- 
fluenced by the constitutional aspect of 
the subject, and he implored hon. gen- 
tlemen, before voting for the amendment, 
to consider the consequences that would 
ensue by coming into collision with the 
other branch of the Legislature, and the 
efiect of the example they would give to 
those who succeeded them in the Senate. 


Hon. Mr. MILLER said he rose with some 
diffidence to address the Senate on the im- 
portant question under consideration, after 
the very earnest and persuasive speech of 
the hon. Postmaster General. That hon. 
gentleman, from his ability and position, 
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as wellas from his great personal popular. 
ity, deservedly possessed great influence 
with the House, and his high regard for 
him made it a very unpleasant duty to op- 
pose him on the present occasion. Buthe 
believed as a representative from the Pro- 
vince of Nova Scotia, it was his duty to 
oppose the Bill before the Senate. Not 
only did he regret being obliged to assume 
a position of antagonism towards his hon. 
friend, but he was” also sorry to be com- 
pelled to place himself in hostility to the 
Government of which the hon. gentleman 
was a distinguished member. Since he 
had the honour of a seat in the Senate, he 
had given the Government a cordial and 
‘unwavering support, even when in many 
cases, his convictions lent only a qualified 
approval to their acts. Coming as he d.d 
to this House strongly committed to the 
great experiment of Government, which, 
under Confederation,the Proviaces of Brit- 
ish North America were endeavouring to 
work out. and deeply interested as he was 
in the success of that experiment, he had 
felt it his duty on all possible occasions to 
give the friends of the measure his humble 
assistance. He had not yet lost faith, al- 
though many of its earliest advocates had, 
in the great scheme of building up on Brit- 
ish soil on this continent a New National- 
ity under a sound policy and an economi- 
cal administration of public affairs. If 
disaster were to overtake this great experi- 
ment, it would be in consequénce of the 
incapacity of our rulers, and the'r want 
of wisdom in forcing on\the country such 
vicious legislation as the Bill before 
the Uouse. To that Bill he was decidedly 
opposed, as unsound in principle, and cer- 
tain to prove whjust in its operation, and 
injurious tothe best interests of the whole 
Dominion. But much as he deprecated 
the Bill itself, he would infinitely prefer 
the passage of a tariffa dozen times more 
obnoxious to the country, than that by 
any means this Senate should concur in the 
extraordinary constitutional doctrine laid 
down by the Hon. Postmaster General as 


to their power to deal with a measure of 


this kind (hear, near). Against that doc- 
trine he protested, and called on this 
House to protest in the strongest manner 
(hear, hear). He regretted to hear so high 
an authority as the hon. gentleman dlis- 
puting the unqualified right of the House 
to exercise a deliberative judgment upon 
this Bill, and to reject it if they saw fit. 
He must tell the Hon. Postmaster General 
that this doctrine was contrary to all pre- 
cedent, and it was necessary that it should 
be met and its fallacy exposed on its first 
assertion in this body (hear, hear). The 
privileges of this House in respect to 
Money Bills were at least equal to those of 
the House of Lords, and the Commons of 
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England had invariably conceded to that 
branch of the Legislature the right to deal 
with such Bills, as a whole, either by as- 
senting to or rejecting them. Disputes 
had from time to time arisen between the 
two Houses of Parliament in England dur- 
ing the last two or three hundred years as 
to the right claimed by the Lords to amend. 
Money Bills—a claim which had now in 
practice been abandoned, but no dispute 
could fairly exist as to the absolute right 
of rejection of such Bills by the Upper 
House. May, a great authority on Parlia- 
mentary practice, said:—‘‘ The Lords were 
not originally precluded from amending 
Bills of Supply; for there are numerous 
cases on the Journals in which the Lords’ 
amendments to such Bills were agreed 
to.”’ Practically, he admitted this right 
of amendment had been abandoned, 
by the Lords, and he did not claim it for 
the Senate of this Dominion. But he did 
claim, and he was sorry to hear it denied 
or doubted in any quarter, that this House, 
under the practice and precedents of the 
House of Lords, possessed the right—the 
undoubted right—to reject this Tariff Bill, 
or any other measure emanating from the 
Commons. Were the Senate to adopt the 
position the Hon. Postmaster General 
asked them to take—to acknowledge that 
they had no right to deal with the question 
before it, then they would establish a 
precedent that would be quoted for all 
time to come against this body. (Hear, 
hear.) They would yieid ther right to ex- 
ercise those functions which they ought to 
enjoy under the Constitution. In order to 
understand their true position, he would 
turn the attention of tho House to the 
functions of the House of Lords in re- 
ference to Money votes. He might 
strengthen his position by old authorities, 
but would not go back further than the 
celebrated Conference of the Lords and 
Commons in 1671, on a question of this 
character. Then the Lords complained, 
in the language of their own Resolution, 
“ that by a new maxim of the Commons a 
hard and ignoble choice is left to the 
Lords, either to refuse the Crown Supplies 
when most necessary, or to consent to 
ways and propositions of aid which neither 
their own judgment nor the good of the 
people can admit.’’ Here evidently the 
right of alteration and amendment was 
contended for, and what was the answer of 
the Commons? ‘ Your Lordships first 
reason is from the happiness of the Con- 
stitution that the two Houses are mutual 
checks on each other. Our answer is, ‘So 
they are still,’ for Your Lordships have a 
negative to the whole.’ In contradiction to 
what had fallen from the Hon. Postmaster 
General, he asserted that until this day, 
the right admitted by the Commons in 
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that celebrated case has never been yield- 
ed on the one hand, or successfully ques 
tioned on the other. He challenged the 
honourable gentleman to cite an instance 
in which it had. Again, in 1689, when the 
Poll Bill was amended by the House of 
Lords, the Commons insisted it was a 
breach of privilege, and this was the 
language of their remonstrance: ‘‘The 
Lords cannot alter the grant proposed, or 
otherwise interpose in such a Bill than to 


pass or reject the same, without alteration . 


or amendment.’ Could any admission of 
the right .to reject be more clear or em- 
phatic than these expressions, not of hasty 
action, but of solemn deliberation on the 
part of the Commons? 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Can you cite a 
case in which this right has been exercised 
in modern times ? 


' Hon. Mr. MILLER could cite many 
cases in proof of his position. In 1758, a 
Bill to repeal the duties payable on tallow 
imported from Ireland, having been sent 
to the Lords from the Commons, was re- 
jected by that House. In 1671, a Bill for 
the imposition of duty on foreign commo- 
dities was also rejected by the Lords. But 
coming to more recent cases, in 1789, a 
Bill for placing a duty on cocoa- nuts, 
which had received the sanction of the 
Commons, was thrown out in the Upper 
House. In 1807, a Bill for imposing cer- 
tain duties on malt was rejected by the 
Lords. In the same year a Bill to abolish 
payments to officers of Customs in Ireland 
was disallowed without remonstrance. A 
Bill passed the House of Commons in 
1811 to suspend for a year the duty on 
corn-wash for the distillation of spirits in 
England. That was a Bill of great impor- 
tance, involving revenue to the amount of 
one million and a half of pounds, and 
underwent a long discussion in the Com- 
mons. In both Houses the ministers took 
an active part in the debates. Yet the 
Bill was rejected by the Lords, and no 
complaint was made on the part of the 
Commons. On the contrary, when the 
_Chancellor of the Exchequer introduced a 
few days afterwards a Bill to provide for 
the loss of duties; he said, “I introduce 
this Bill in consequence of the rejection of 
a Bill by the other House.” (Hear, hear.) 
He would not trouble the Senate with fur- 
ther cases, until he came to the remark- 
able Bill for the repeal of the paper duties 
in 1860. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—What I mean to 
say is, that my hon. friend cannot cite me 
a case in which the Lords have rejected a 
Tariff Bill. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER—Perhaps not, but 
why ? The necessity for doing so could 
hardly have arisen under the practice of 
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the House of Commons prior to 1860. 
(Hear, hear). What was that practice? 
The hon. gentleman is as well acquainted 
withit as any member of this House. He 
well knows that in the Parliament of Eng- 
land, until very recently, most of the Bills 
of Supply and Taxation related to specific 
commodities. Previously to 1860, a great 
portion of the revenue there was raised by 
Acts imposing duties, so to speak, in de- 
tail. Separate Acts were passed placing 
duties on diffgrent articles, any one of 
which, if obnoxious, could be rejected by 
the Lords, without endangering the whole 
fiscal policy of the Administration. If 
therefore an unjust or objectionable tax 
were proposed to be imposed by the Com- 
mons, it would come before the Lords, not 
in the Tariff Bill, but usually in a separate 
Bill to be considered on its own merits. 
Nearly all debateable taxation was intro- 
duced in that way, every item had to 
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stand or fall by itself. Hence the 
reason why no _ necessity had occur- 
red of rejecting a Tariff Bill. But 


the right claimed and exercised, the prin- 
ciple involved in the rejection of any money 
Bill, applied to the Tariff as a whole, as 
well as to the Tariff by items or parts. The 
reverse of this proposition was too absurd 
for argument (Hear, hear). In this coun- 
try our practice had been different. Our 
Tarift Bills included nearly all descriptions 
of taxation and supply. The Minister of 
Finance gave no opportunity to Parlia- 
ment of passing on specific items, apart 
from the general policy of the Government, 
All we could do was to reject the whole Bill, 
if we considered it contained items of un- 
wise or unjust taxation. Our right to do 
this should not be doubted, and. must be 
settled and admitted (hear, hear), Would 
it be said that while under the practice 
and precedents of the House of Lords, we 
had the right to reject Tax Bills in detail, 
we had not the right to do so when the 
substance of such Bills came before us in 
the aggregate form ofa Tariff Bill ? 

The Hon. Postmaster General, told the 
Senate that this was the first time since 
its creation on which hon. gentlemen were 
asked to pass a resolution such as that be- 
fore the House, and he warned them 
against the precedent their decision would 
establish, and the example it would set. 
He would earnestly reiterate the warn- 
ing of the hon. gentleman. He begged to 
remind the House that they were, to some 
extent, called upon to establish a prece- 
dent, and in the words of the Hon. Post- 
master General, set an example for 
future imitation (hear), What were that 
precedent and that example to be? & 
servile surr ender of their undoubted rights 
or an; unequivocal assertion of them ? 
That was the issue the Postmaster General 
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had placed before the Senate, and 
those who supported him must adopt 
the degrading doctrine he propounded. 
For his part, he should prefer that this 
body should cease to exist rather than en- 
dorse such a doctrine. Was it not more 
than a farce to ask a deliberative Assem- 
bly—that body which occupied the highest 
position under the constitution—to delib- 
erate where it was contended they had no 
right to deliberate—but simply, under the 
fiction of deliberation, to re-echo the 
wishes of the other branéh, and perform 
no fun ctions of their own? If the Senate 
were in ended as a check on the popular 
branch, as a guard to the different sections 
‘of the Dominion, especially the smaller 
ones, it would be most unwise and suici- 
dal, the y would be deposing themselves 
from the high position they should occupy, 
were they to say that they had no right to 
reject such a Bill as the one now before 
them. Therefore he agreed with the 
Postmaster General that the course the 


Senate wou ld now pursue would be con- 


sidered as a precedent in the future, and 
it was most Important, it should not be 
such as would hereafter be cited as limit- 
ing their functions. He would especially 
press this point on hon. gentlemen repre- 
senting the smaller Provinces in the Con- 
federation. In the constitution of this 
Senate the weaker Provinces were guaran- 
teed a protection against the encroach- 
ments of the more powerful 
communities of the Dominion. In the 
House of Commons, Ontario or Quebec 
can easily over-ride the wishes of Nova 
Scotia or New Brunswick on any question. 
In the Senate the case was very different, 
for here the smaller Provinces united 
could always resist unjust legislation. It 
was essential to the interests of these Pro- 
vinces that their representatives in this 
House should control the imposition of 
taxes and the granting of supplies. The 
large representation of the Maritime Pro- 
vinces in the Senate was given for the pur- 
pose of acting as a check on the more 
powerful members of the Confederation 
in the other branch of the Legislature. 
Of what value would this check be, if they 
yield up the great right and privilege of 
controlling taxation and the expenditures 
of the Government? (Hear, hear.) New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia should, there- 
fore, guard the privileges of this Senate 
with a jealous care, asin it they may al. 
ways find a safeguard against injustice or 
oppression. He feared he was wearying 
the House on this question. (No, no.) But 
after the speech of the hon. Postmaster 
General he felt it should be fully discussed, 
(hear, hear.» He had alluded to the great 
case of the Paper Duties Repeal Bill before 
the British Parliament in 1860. If the 
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House would indulge him, he would quote 
the opinions of some of the eminent men 
who took part in the debate on that 
question, as to the privileges of the Upper 
House in relation to Money Bills. The 
great speech of that occasion, in favour 
of those privileges, was made by Lord 
Lyndhurst, then in his eighty-eighth year. 
In an exhaustive argument, that great 
authority used this language:—‘‘I take 
leave to say that there is not an instance 
to be found in which the House of Com- 
mons has controverted our right to reject 
Money Bills. Over and over again, I re- 
peat it, nothing can be found in the Par- 
liamentary Journals, or in any history of 
Parliamentary proceedings, to show that 
our right to reject Money Bills has been 
questioned.’’ Lord Monteagle, who fol- 
lowed in the discussion, and who in a 
powerful argument moved the rejection of 
the Bill, said in reference to the speech of 
Lord Lyndhurst :—“ After my noble and 
learned friend’s speech, I do not think that 
any one will be disposed to question the 
full and unqualified right of the House, 
admitted by high authorities, and sanction- 
ed by uncontradicted practice, to deal with 
any Money Bill, as a whole, either by ac- 
cepting or rejecting it.’’ In the same 
debate Lord Chelmsford expressed himself 
as follows:—“ We are all agreed as to the 
privileges of the two Houses of Parliament 
with respect to Money Bills. We are 
agreed with reference to Bills of Supply 
and Taxation, that your Lordships have, at. 
all events, the power to reject them. You 
have, to some extent, admitted you have 
no power to alter Money Bills.’’ Lord 
Derby used language to the same effect, 
and he could quote Blackstone and other 
high authorities in support of the constitu- 
tional right of the Upper Branch of Parlia- 
ment to deal, as a whole, with all Money 
Bills. He was only surprised that in the 
face of such authorities the leader of the 
Government in this House would dispute 
the privilege for which he contended. But 
controverted as it was for the first time, he 
considered the argument should be fairly 
and fully met and answered (hear, hear). 
He would now say a few words with re- 
spect to the merits of the measure itself 
which had been heralded as a portion ofa 
great national policy. The framers of the 
policy had certainly been fortunate in their 
selection of a name, whatever might be 
its shortcomings in other respects. No 
doubt they felt that unpleasant things 
were best concealed under a specious 
name. He, for one, was not ready to ac- 
cept the policy of the Bill as a true nation- 
al policy. Inasmuch as it might be ia- 
tended to operate against the Americans, 
it could more properly be called a retalia- 
tory policy, and as such it was ridiculous. 
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than no policy at all. If the Government 
had brought down a measure adequately 
protecting our coal and agricultural pro- 
ducts, then it might with some propriety 
be called a retaliatory, if nota national 
policy ; but he was prepared to show that 
the present scheme was entirely useless as 
a means of protection, and could only be 
serviceable as a means of taxation. It 
was proposed, in the first place, to levy 50 
cents a ton upon coal coming into the Do- 
minion. Every gentleman who knew any- 
thing of the trade of Canada was well 
aware that above Montreal the 50 cents 
would not be sufficient protection to the 
coal of Nova Scotia ; and therefore Ameri- 
can coal would continue to be broughtinto 


the country, and the consumers would be 


obliged to pay the tax themselves without 
any benefit to our coal interests. If the 
people of Ontario were desirous of paying 
that tax, of course they were at perfect 
liberty to do so; but he thought from the 
expressions of public opinion in that Pro- 
vince, the majority of the gentlemen re- 
presenting it in the Senate would not be 
disposed to favour the imposition of that 
dtty.* It “(had been said by 
the hon. Postmaster-General that coal did 
not go into actual consumption among the 
poor; andalthough that might be, to a 
large extent, true, yet it was well known 
that when coal rose in price, wood also in- 
creased in cost, correspondingly (hear, 
hear). 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—To some exts nt, 
perhaps. : 


Hon. Mr. MILLER—Its cost would in- 
crease considerably in the large cities. 
Therefore, the price of wood was to be 
raised during the long winter months, 
when it was an article of prime necessity 
alike among the rich and poor, and without 
any benefit to the coal interests of Nova 
Scotia. He would then ask if the House 
was prepared to sanction a. policy, which 
was to raise revenue in afway that would 
bear most unfairly on the poor people of 
this country. He did not think such a 
course was worthy ofeing called a nation- 
al policy. If it went into operation, before 
a year passed by, ut would be condemned 
from one end of the Dominion to the other. 
Now how was this policy to benefit Nova 
Scotia; where was the Nova Scotia coal to 
find a market? Fifty cents a ton will not 
send their coal above Montreal. Could 
they even compete in Quebec for the supply 
of that locality? He thought not. In Que- 
bec, the average price of English coal was 
20 shillings a chaldron, or 13 shillings and 
4 pence a ton, and the market was now al- 
together supplied from England. At 2shil- 
lings and 6 pence a ton, the whole cost 
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In that point of view, it was really worse | would be 15 shillings and 10 pence, or say 


Tarif. 1454 


16 shillings; but Nova Scotia coal could 
not be put into the market at less than 20 
shillings, and, therefore, it could not enter 
into competition with the English article. 
It was true that some _ enterprising 
gentlemen in Montreal had _in- 
vested considerable capital in the Nova 
Scotia coal mines and might succeed by 
their influence, and business con- 
nections in introducing a small quantity 
into Montreal, but it could not be much. 
It would, therefore, be seen that this great 
concession to the coal interest of Nova 
Scotia amounted to nothing, but on the 
contrary, it was calculated to excite odium 
against that Province in the other sections 
of the Dominion. He also objected to the 
duty on rice, which is an article of luxury 
among the poor fishermen and labouring 
classes, and ought not tobe taxed. Itwas 
an article that the Legislature of Nova 
Scotia had always hesitated to touch for 
the reason he had just given, and the duty 
would certainly be considered of a most 
objectionable character in the Maritime 
Provinces. As respects the duty on flour, 
it was understood to be a sort of compen- 
sation to Ontario for the duty on coal. 
Why was there no compensation to Quebec 
and‘New Brunswick ? Last year the peo- 
ple of Nova Scotia imported something 
like 160,000 barrels of American flour and 
60,000 barrels of corn meal, the duty on 
which would amount to $50,000 a year. 
These were articles that entered into the 
consumption of the people generally, and 
yet they were to be taxed under the great 
‘national policy.”” Even supposing 20,- 
000 tons of coal could be sent this year 
into Ontario and Quebec in consequence 
of the protection of this tariff—and he 
doubted whether such would be the case— 
it would be only a few capitalists and. 
monopolists that would receive the benefit, 
whereas the flour duty would fall on all 
classes ; and for that trifling advantage to 
the coal owners the people of Nova Scotia 
would have to pay $50,000 in duties on 
breadstuffs alone. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—A large portion 
of that flour was Canadian sent through in 
bond. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER undertook to say that 
he knew something about the trade of 
Nova Scotia, and that he was quite correct 
in his statement. Some Canadian flour 
might have come from Boston, but the 
larger proportion certainly was Amrerican. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that his hon. 
friend was misinformed 

Hon. Mr. MILLER—If the hon. gentle- 
man would look at the trade returns of 
Nova Seotia, whena duty was imposed on 
American flour, he would find that he (Mr. 
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Miller) was borne out by the facts. Pre- 
sious to the Reciprocity Treaty, there was 
a duty on flour, and after the repeal of the 
treaty it was re-imposed- His conclusions 
were drawn from the returns of these 
‘periods. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
The duty was imposed for the purposes of 
revenue. 

Hon, Mr. MILLER—The argument was 
then used that by imposing a duty on 
American flour, we might facilitate nego- 
tiations with the United States for a renew- 
al of the Reciprocity Treaty. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL=That will be 
one of the effects of the present duty. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER—fhe argument has 
Seen totally epee by the ‘facts of the 
ease for the past fiyé or six years. He 
also had strong ohjg f&tions to the duty on 
agricultural pr roducts. It was likely, if the 
Bill became law, that a proclamation, in 
accordance with the original resolutions— 
which might be fairly presumed to fore- 
skadow the intentions of the Government— 
weuld be soon issued to put certain agri- 
exitural products under the ten per cents. 
Although the duty on flour and corn meal 
would be a very serious tax on the people 
ef Nova Scotia, it would not in a large sec- 
tion of the Province produce so much 
discontent as this provision of the Bill, 
should it go into operation. A large por tion 
of the people of that Province were en- 
gaged in mining, fishing, and maritime 
pursuits. The people of a large section of 
the Gulf and Atlantic sea-board depended 
to a considerable extent upon Prince 
Edward Island for certain necessaries. In 
the fall of the year, vessels leave many of 
the numerous ports of Nova Scotia, and 
proceed to P. E. Island, where they get 
eargoes of oats, potatoes, &c. These ves- 
sels bring back their cargoes, and the 
entries show—and they are not always 
made—a very large import of agricultural 
prodacts. Ifthe people along a large sec- 
iwon of the sea coast were to find that 
this agricultural produce was to be 
taxed, as one of the results of Union, 
they would naturally feel deeply irritated; 
and the consequence would be that the 
farmonious working/of the Confederation 
must be delayed. Sich a tax was unjust 
im principle, and vexXatious In its operation, 
and calculated £0 do more to produce dis- 
sension than any, dther system of taxation 
that could be devised—more irritating 
even than the postage on newspapers or 
the stamp duty. Under these circum 
stances he had aright to assert that the 
measure was not a national policy.. It was 
‘@ policy that would bear most unjustly on 
the labouring classes. It was not sucha 
policy as would draw forth the sentiment 
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that was expressed by a British statesman 
when he hoped his name would go down to 
the future as having given bread to the 
poor, ‘unleavened by unjust taxation.” 
This Bill would not only leaven the bread of 
rich and poor with the bitter leaven of un- 
just taxation, but it would impose taxes on 
nearly all the prime necessaries of life. 
Did such a result deservefto be dignified 
with the name of ational Policy ?” 
He might be told taking it in connec- 
tion with other matters of legislation, it 
might be considered a national policy ; but 
he was not able to appreciate such an argu- 
ment. The protection of the fisheries had 
nothing whatever to do with the question. 


Our fisheries were as much our. pro- 
perty as our. soil, and should be 
equally protected from the encroach- 


ments. of foreigners. It might with 
the same reason be argued that the expen- 
diture of $200,000 to meet the anticipated 
Fenian raids, was a part of the grand na- 
tional policy of which gentlemen opposite 
were so fond of declaiming. The one was 
astauch a portion of the fiscal policy of 
the country as the other. If the measure 
went the length which it should, if it met 
American products by the same duties im- 
posed on our commodities in American 
markets, then there might be some rea- 
son for supporting it, but to say that such 
a tariff as the one proposed would ever 
lead to reciprocity was nothing else than 
an absurdity. 


Hon, Mr. MITCHELL—<Then the (hon: 
gentleman’s objection is Pee we do not go 
far enough. Is itso? 


Hon. Mr. MILLER—If they had imposed 
a duty on coal erin te to protect the 
Nova Scotia product ini Hamilton or Lon- 
don, he vay feel proud to support it. 


ey rp, MITCH ELL—Would it not. do 
to send ry Toronto ? 


Hon. Mr. MILLER—He did not believe 
that any duty could be put on American coal 
sufficient to be of service to Nova Scotia, 
with justice to) Ontario. It should be re- 
collected that our manufacturing interests 
in this Dominion had claims on this Legis- 
lature. If we could not protect them, we 
should not crush them out of existence. 
This assumed protection to Nova Scotia coal 
would bear heavily on these enterprises. 
The prosperity of this Dominion must to a 
large extent depend on the growth and 
success of its manufactories, but you are 
striking a heavy blow at them by this Bill. 
He supposed, however, it was all right, be- 
cause it was a “National Policy. #1 ye 
would not detain the House any longer on 
the merits of the Bill as he rose chietly to 
speak tothe Constitutional aspect of the 
question. Jn conclusion, he would say 
that the country was looking anxiously to 
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the action of this Senate on the question 
before it. Should the House be met by 
the argument—that it should not bring 
itself into collision with the other branch? 
Could they be influenced by any intimation 
of that kind? Should they hesitate a 
moment as to their proper course when 
public opinion pointed so unmistakably 
toit? He believed if hon. gentlemen 
were true to the interests they represented 
—if they rose above party considerations, 
and those other influences susceptible of 
being exercised in this House, and rejected 
this Bill, they would win for themselves 
the gratitude of the people from one end 
of the D.minion to the other. The Senate 
had a duty to perform to the country and 
to themselves, and that was to protect the 
interests of the people, and, at the same 
time, to assert and vindicate their own 
rights and privileges. 

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON said that he was 
impelled by a strong sense of public duty 
to assume a position of hostility to the 
Government on the important question 
under consideration. At the outset, he 
must say that he had been as much 
taken by surprise as any other member of 
the House by the motion of the hon. mem- 
ber for Grandville; for he had expected 
that the amendment would have been 
moved when the Bill came up for its se- 
. cond reading to-morrow. Such a course 
would be more in accordance with the 
usage of the House; but now that the 
subject was fairly brought up, he was 
obliged to deal with it. It was his inten- 
tion to move an amendment to the amend- 
ment, to the following effect :— 


That all the words after ‘‘That”’ be left 
out and the following inserted : 


Resolved,——‘‘ That in the opinion of this 
House, by subjecting to duty of Customs 
as proposed in the said Bill—breadstuftfs of 
any kind, or rice, coal and coke, salt, or 
any of the ‘‘natural products’? enumer- 
ated in schedule C of the present tariff (31 
Vic. chs. 7 and 44), and which at present 
are admitted into Canada, free of duty—a 
principle would be introduced, that would 
be partial in its operation between the 

Provinces constituting the Dominion, that 
would distribute the burden of taxation 
unequally and vexatiously amongst the 
people, that would injuriously disturb 
trade, and tend to engender sentiments of 
sectionalism and disunion in the minds of 
the people of Canada.”’ 


He regretted exceedingly that it was his 
duty to oppose the second reading of a 
B.ll of such importance as that under con- 
sideration. He was fully conscious of the 
responsibility of rejecting a measure com- 
ing from the other branch and intended to 
meet the public expenditures; but he 
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did so under the conviction that any 
other course would be antagonistic 
to the best interests of the country. It 
was not sufficient for members to 
give a simple negative to the Bill—he 
thought all should put their views on re- 
cord. The gentlemen who opposed the 
measure . were not actuated by factious 
motives, but by a high sense of public 
duty. All the propositions in the amend- 
ment he had just read could be easily sus- 
tained. He believed it to be exceedingly 
unsound to impose a duty on coal and 
breadstufis, or any natural products that 
were now free. He acknowledged that 
there was difficulty in framing a tariff that 
would be acceptable to all the people of the 
Dominion ; but certainly it would have been 
an easy task to mature one that would be 
more just to all sections than the measure 
before the House. If it had been the ob- 
ject to devise a tariff that would set one 
Province against another—that would cre- 
ate and perpetuate sectional jealousies and 
antipathies, the Government had certainly 
succeeded. Breadstuffs were to be taxed 
to please the people of Ontario ; but he 
believed it was a great injustice to the 
agriculturalists of Ontario to suppose that 
they were prepared to accept such a tariff, 
or that it would be a protection to them. 
The market where their surplus produce 
was disposed of fixed the price of the 
whole, and the duty could not be of any 
positive advantage so far as the price of 
their breadstuffs was concerned. Then, 
the duty would be a great obstruction to 
trade all throughout the country, which 
should, in accordance with the true prin- 
ciples of commerce, be left as unrestricted 
as possible. Not only would the tariff be 
worthless to the people of Ontario, but it 
would be most burthensome to the other 
sections—to the fishermen and the great 
masses of the people of Nova Scotia and 
New Brunswick as well as of Quebec; for 
it was a well known fact that a large 
quantity of breadstuffs were yearly taken 
into the latter Province from the United 
States. Then, asa part of this great ‘ na- 
tional policy’? a duty was imposed on 
foreign coal, as a means of propitiating the 
people of Nova Scotia. Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick and Quebec were taxed to sa- 
tisfy Ontario—Quebee, Ontario, and New 
Brunswick were to be burthened to please 
a minority in Nova Scotia ! Nothing could 
be more calculated to create dissension 
and disturb the harmonious working of 
Confederation than’such legislation. The 
Hon. Postmaster General had said that he 
(Mr. McPherson) was connected with an 
establishment which consumed large quan- 
tities of foreign coal, and therefore it was 
natural that he should not favour that part 
of the tariff. Now he would say in reply 
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that that establishment would not be af- 
fected by the policy to the extent of a 
single dollar. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL—Hear, hear. 


Hon Mr. McPHERSON—The proprietors 
would collect the duty for the Govern- 
ment, but their customers would pay it. 
It was quite true that the tax would he 
bnrthensome to all manufacturers in the 
country, and make it more difficult for 
them to compete with the foreign pro- 
ducer. As respects the establishment 
referred to, it only turned out railway iron, 
and he must take that opportunity of say- 
ing that when it was proposed there should 
be no duty on that iron, he did not 

‘oppose the proposition, for he had never 
allowed himself to be influenced by his 
private business in legislating for the 
whole country. He believed that a pro 
tective duty was unjust, and could not 
be supported on true principles. He was 
also convinced that there was nothing 
more illogical than that incidental protec- 
tion which some said was one of the objects 
of the measure. The object of a tariff was re- 
venue, and in order to protect manufac- 
tures sufficiently it was necessary to inter- 
fere with the revenue. The duty on coal, 
notwithstanding what the Postmaster Gen- 
eral said, would be a very serious tax upon 
the poor, inthe cities. The increase in 
the price of that article would be really $1 
a ton, andit must re-act upon the cost of 
wood. He considered it a most unsound 
principle to diminish the number of 
articles on the free list, asit was done in 
the present case. The policy of this coun- 
try hitherto had been to follow the exam- 
ple of England, and to raise the revenue 
from leading articles and increase 
the free list as much as possible. The 
Finance Minister had acknowledged that 
he did not expect to receive much revenue 
from the duty on coal, breadstutfts, &c., 
and probably he was right. That hon. 
gentleman seemed to have reserved him- 
self tor the duty on salt, as he made special 
reference to it. That was a most objection- 
able tax, for salt was an article that was 
consume.l by every man, woman, and child ; 
but because, forsooth, some deposits had 
been found in Ontario, the Dominion was 
to be taxed. The Finance Minister had 
said that “there was a gigantic monoply 
on the other side of the line, and it was 
simply a question whether the infant man- 


ufacture of salt in this country was to be | 


put down by persons who, without any re- 


gard whatever to what the cost of it might | 
be, would crush in some way or other that | 


manufacture.’ That monopoly had existed 
for a great many years in the state of New 
York. Now, he had taken some trouble 
to ascertain the price of salt for a number 
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of years; and he found that it was $1.50 
per barrel in 1863; $1.60 in 1865; $1.75 in 
1866-7, when the taxes were so high in the 
United States; $1.65 in 1868; $1.50 in 
1869—the prices in the month of May of 
each of those years. So last year the price 
of the article had fallen to what was actu- 
ally its normal cost. He was not able to 
find any evidence that the Canadian enter- 
prise was being crushed out; but even 
were it so, would the House sanction an in- 
crease in the cost of the article, amounting 
to 25 cents a barrel, which would have to 
be paid by the consumers. Was the House 
ready to subsidize every little enterprise 
that might be established in this country, 
without reference to the masses of the 
people? The whole amount of capital in- 
vested in the salt interest at Goderich 
could not exceed $100,000; and if it was 
the wish of the Government to encourage 
that interest artificially, it was 
better to give it a _ direct 
subsidy than to increase the cost of the 
article by a tax on the consumers. The 
same argument would apply to the coal of 
Nova Scotia. If it was the intention to 
encourage monopolists at the expense of 
the people, then let it be done directly 
out of the consolidated fund, and we would 
soon know what it would cost. Referring 
to the tariffin other respects, he was ex- 


ceedingly surprised to see how many . 


things were taken out of the free list be- 
sides those to which he had been referring: 

‘Animals of all kinds, except such as 
shall be imported for the improvement of 
Stock, which shall be admitted free of 
duty, under regulations to be made by the 
Treasury Board, and approved by the Goy- 
ernor in Council. Green Fruits of all kinds, 
Hay, Straw, Bran, Seeds not classed as 


cereals, Vegetables including potatoes 
and other roots, Plants, Trees, and 
Shrubs.”’ 


It was most objecticnable to tax any of 
such things, and he was surprised how the 
Government could attempt to defend the 
impost. Fruit trees and vegetables—of a 
better description than we can grow— 
ought not to be taxed, more than animals 
imported for the improvement of 
stock. The more the tariff was considered, 
the more clearly would its injurious effects 
be seen. The clause in reference to pack- 
ages was most cumbrous, and had been 
copied almost verbatim from the United 
States tariff The effect upon the cheaper 


goods was to increase’ their cost 
beyond the higher priced goods which 
are less bulky. and come in packages 


which are not 
to the contents. 


dear in proportion 
That provision would 


make a difference of more than 5 per cent. 


in the price of the cheyp and more bulky 
in nine houses 
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out of ten; and such _ goods 
were used by the wealthy 


classes would. be comparatively little af- 
fected. The duty on coarse, bulky cheap 
goods might range from 20 to 25 per cent. 
This must be considered a discrimination 
against the poor that was most objection- 
able and ought not to be sanctioned by 
the House. All the duty that the merchant 
paid,whether on goods or packages, or back 
charges must be put on the goods and 
collected from the customer. He did not 
object to the duty on tobacco, for he 
thought stimulants of all kinds ike luxu- 
ries were fair subjects of taxation. The 
Finance Minister need not have had any 
difficulty in raising all the money that he 
required, in a much less obnoxious manner 
than was proposed in the Bill. He pro- 
posed to increase all duties three quarters 
of one per cent, and from this source he 
estimated he will receive $425,000. There 
would have been little objection to his 
‘making the increase of duties one and one 
half per cent, which would have yielded 
according to his own estimate $850,000. 
This with the estimated increase of rev- 
enue from tobacco of $300,000, would give 
a total additional amount of $1,150,000, 
being $50,000 more than he estimated 
would be received from all the addi- 
tional duties imposed by this Bill 
—$50,000 more than he asked— 
He suggested that as the easiest plan of 
raising all the revenue that might be re. 
quired. Ifthe public interests were to be 
jeopardised by accepting the amendment 
he proposed, he might hesitate to press it ; 

but he knew that if the Tariff were 
rejected no —_— inconvenience need 
arise. He had no doubt that the 
Banks would purchase a large amount 
of Dominion Notes in the _ course 
of the year. He did not imagine that the 
Government cared as to the source from 
which they would receive the requisite re- 
venue. ‘The money received for Dominion 
Notes would be used like any other re- 
venue to pay debts. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL did not deny that 
amoney so received would be expended, 
but what would be the effect upon capita- 
lists? Would they not hesitate to advance 
money to a country whose debts were paid 
in that way? 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON—The hon. gen- 
tleman could not deny that the proceeds 
of Dominion Notes would be expended as 
revenue, Pursuing the subject under con- 
sideration a little further, he must say that 
the action of the Government in another 
place had been such as to fetter that 
House. The Budget should not’ be 
a strictly party question, but in 
consequince of the ‘course taken by the 
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subsequently going back to the original 
propositions, they made the question one 
of confidence or non-confidence, and pre- 
vented the House of Commons "freely ex- 
ercising their judgment on the subject. In 
this connection, Mr. McPherson referred 
to the opinions of eminent British states- 
men, to show that a Budget should not be 
considered in a purely party aspect, and 
went on to say that if the Tariff under con- 
sideration had been discussed with perfect 
freedom in the House of Commons, it 
would not now be so unpalatable. The 
Senate, however, was not fettered by such 
considerations as prevailed in the popular 
branch, and could deal with it, free from 
party bias, and witha strict regard to the 
great interests involved. Two years ago, 
when the Criminal Laws came up from the 
Commons at a very advanced stage of the 
session, the Senate refused to consider 
them; but there was not a word said about 
such a proceeding affecting the stability of 
the Government. The Senate, in the case 
of the Tariff, was called upon ‘to exercise 
its impartial judgment, especially as it was 
a body representing particular sections or 
Provinces which were unfairly dealt with in 
the Bill. 


It being six o'clock the Speaker kft the 
Chair. 


AFTER RECESS. 


The Senate resumed at eight o’clock, 
and the debate on the tariff was continued. 

Hon. Mr. McPHERSON—Before the 
House adjourned he had argued that, in- 
stead of taxing the people, for the sake of 
benefiting a few monopolists, it would have 
been awiser policy to have subsidized the 
latter directly out of the public revenues. 
It was well known Ahat the majority of 
the owners of the mines of Nova Scotia 
were not residents of the country, and 
therefore any benefit shown to them 
would not be a benefit to the great mass 
of the people of Nova Scotia. Therefore, 
it would be seen that the tariff, so far as 
it touched salt and coal, was only intend- 
ed to benefit monopolists to the injury of 
the great mass of the people. Many indi- 
rect evils would be found to proceed from 
the operation of the tariff. A large num- 
ber of the vessels that come every year 
from the United Kingdom for timber were 
freighted with coal instead of ballast. 
Whatever they got for it went in reduc- 
tion of the freight charges of the 
Canadian product ; and it necessarily follow- 
ed that any tax that increased the freight 
must diminish the profit of the Canadian 
dealers. The inland shipping of Ontario 
would also be injuriously affected inasmuch 
as a large number of vessels were now en- 
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gaged in carrying American coal, 


if the expectations of the Government 
were realized, then the result would be 
as he had stated most injurious to our 
marine. Another interest in Ontario would 
also be affected by the salt duty, and that 
was the Lake Fishery. The ocean fisheries 
would not be touched inasmuch as the 
salt used in curing the fish was allowed to 
come in free from Great Britain and her 
Possessions ; but there was no such pro- 
tection afforded to the inland fisheries. 
Yet this was called a great ‘national policy’ 
which was to protect all interests and please 
all sections, and lead to the renewal of 
Reciprocity with the United States. If 
‘the last argument was correct, then the 
tariff would destroy itself; but what was 
more absurd than to suppose that an 
additional taxation of ourselves to the 
amount of two hundred thousand dollars 
was going to have the effect of forcing the 
Americans to renew free trade with Can- 
ada? Ifit was true that a mutual inter- 
change of our products would be the best for 
both countries, we should receive all that we 
required from them untaxed, in other words 
at the lowest possible rates for ourselves 
(hear, hear). What could be more illogi- 
cal than to say to the Americans—“If you 
will not untax what is consumed by your 
people, we shall impose a ‘tax on what is 
consumed by our own.” If we could make 
the Americans pay the taxes, then there 
would be some reason in the arguments of 
gentlemen opposite; but so long as we 
pay them ourselves, there could be noth- 
ing advanced in favour of the tariff. Be- 
fore recess he had stated that the course 
he was pursuing was influenced by a high 
sense of public duty; and he had no hesi- 
tation in urging the Senate to adopt the 
amendment whieh he had laid before it. 


If money was wanted, he imagined 
that the Government would have 
no difficulty in devising such a 


tariff as would be more acceptable to the 
House and country than that now under 
consideration. He believed that if the 
Government had adhered to the changes 
they nad made on a memorable afternoon, 
a few days ago, in the House of Commons, 
they would have acted more wisely ; for 
the tariff, so amended, would have been 
less objectionable than the present mea- 
sure, which was unpopular from one end 
of the Dominion to the other. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—No, no. 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON—The hon. gen- 
tleman would soon see how many members 
from his own Province would support him 
on the question. (Hear, hear). Public 
opinion was unmistakably opposed to the 
measure ; he had not seen anewspaper of 
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He did |any mark or influence that was fully in 
not think the tax would be operative, but | favor of it. 
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The Local Legislature of 
Nova Scotia had unanimously expressed 
their dissent from the policy. In the 
election shortly to come off in that Pro- 
vince, no candidate he was assured was 
likely to present himself, and pronounce in 
favour of the new tariff. In New 
Brunswick and Quebec, the press was as a 
unit agiinst the measure. Under these 
circumstances, a great responsibility de- 
volved upon the Senate in dealing with a 
Bill of so important a character. No doubt 
could exist as to the perfect right of the 
House to dispose of the question in the 
way proposed ; and in this connection, 
Mr. McPherson quoted from Todd, and 
other authorities on British Parliamentary 
practice, in support of his argument. Not 
only were Br.tish precedents in favour of 
the right of the Senate to deal with such a 
subject, Canada could afford examples in 
the same direction. In 1859, the Legis- 
lature was sitting at Toronto, and the 


‘question of the removal of the seat of Goy- 


ernment to Quebec arose. The Govern- 
ment pledged itself to the Legislative As- 
sembly to remove the Government to Que- 
bec, but the Council was opposed to such 
aremoval. No item on the subject was 
placed in the estimates—the Government 
simply pledged itself on the question. 
Hon. Mr. De Blaquiere moved, seconded 


by Hon. Mr. Allan, that the Coun- 
cil ‘feel itself called upon to de- 
clare and resolve in defence of 
its undoubted and unquestioned 


rights, as aco-ordinate and co-equal branch 
of the Legislature, andas the only means 
of preserving its independence, that it will 
not take the question of Supply into con- 
sideration, &c.’? The motion was carried, 
and among the names constituting the 
majority on that occasion, there was one 
which would be considered as of: great 
authority—and deservedly so—the Hon. 
Mr. Campbell, the present Postmaster Gen- 
eral (laughter). 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST— 
That was ‘revolutionary !”’ 


Hon. Mr. McPHERSON—At that time 
Chancellor Vankoughnet took the ground 
that the Postmaster General assumed now. 
Mr. Campbell then said that the responsi- 
bility rested on the Government and not 
on the House. It was right to assume that 
the hon. gentleman took the correct 
view in 1859 rather than in 1870. The Bill 
was postponed, and the extreme step of 
stopping the Supplies was taken, but a few 
days afterwards the Government had an 
addition of strength by the arrival of mem- 
bers, (laughter) and the measure passed 
by a majority of two. The only debateable 
ground now, in fact, was whether the Sup- 
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ply Bill could be amended in the Semate. 'cognized the principle of Provincial repre- 


So far as he was individually concerned, he 
had no otherdes.re except to enhance the 
usefulness of the House, and enable it to 
win the respect and gratitude of the people 
. throughout the Dominion. 

Hon. Mr. SANBORN said that no doubt 
the Government felt themselves so strong- 
ly entrenched that they did not consider 
it necessary to use any arguments in reply 
to those which had been advanced in be- 
half of the amendment. The constitu- 
tional right ot the House to deal with the 
question had been so fuliy maintained by 
reference to the practice of the House of 
Lords and the old Legislative Council of 
Canada, that he neei not dwell on it at 
that time ; but there was another argu- 
ment on which less had been said, though 
it appeared to him asforcible as any that 
had been adduced. The Confederation 
was formed upon certain principles which 
were fully enunciited and discussed. Some 
persons advocated the continuance of the 
elective principle with respect to the for- 
mation of the upper branch of the Legis- 
lature ; others contended for the nomina- 
tive principle. ‘Those who sustained the 
latter view took the ground that the repre- 
sentative character of the House was not 
unlike that which existed formerly—that 
its members were nominated by a responsi- 
ble Government, by those who represent- 
ed the people. It was contended that the 
members of the House would possess a 
representative character, although they 
would be necessarily more conservative 
than the more popular branch. These 
views we-e susta.ned in the discussions on 
the subject by those who held a high posi- 
tion in the country. He found in the de- 
bates on the Confederation scheme a re- 
port of a speech delivered by Hon. Mr. 
Campbeil, in which that hon. gentleman 
said: ‘‘In Upper Canada, as had been 
stated lately by an hon. member, the 
population has increased very rapidly, and 
would probably go on increasing in a much 
larger ratio than that of Lower Canada, or 
the other Provinces,.and ifthe Legislative 
Council were elective, the time might 
come, when the people of that section 
wonld fancy themselves entitled to an 


and commence to agitate for it. They 
might object to the fishing bounties paid to 
the Lower Province, to the money expen- 
ded there in fortifications, or to something 
else, and claim a representation in the 


Council, more in accordance with their 
population, to enforce their 
views and in view of such contingen- 


cies the delegates from those Provinces 


their rights to an elective House.” In those 
remorks, the don. Postmaster General re- 


| 


sentation. The Senate was bound not to 
take into consideration any measure, 
which would affect injuriously the interests 
of any particular section. Further on, the 
same hon. gentleman said: ‘ And if that | 
was considered necessary ina country so 
compact together as the United States, 
how much more would it be proper in a 
Confederation, some of the sections of 
which were separated from each other 
by long narrow strips of land, or wide 
estuaries, with small representation 
in the popular branch, and looking chiefly 
to their equality in the Upper Chamber 
for security for local rights and interests, 
and institutions.’’ Nothing, then, could 
be plainer than the principle laid down by 
the Postmaster General, that the repre- 
sentative principle was applied to the Sen 
ate. 1f he was correct at that time, it 
necessarily followed that he was now in 
correct in saying that the House had no 
right to reject that which might be injuri- 
ous to the several’*Provinces. When the 
constitution was formed, the prepon- 
derance of representatives enjoyed by 
Ontario and Quebec over Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick was very great, but 
it was wisely provided that the three 
sections of the Dominion—the Maritime 
Provinces, and the two Canadas— 
should be equally represented in the 
Senate. In this way, the Lower Provinces 
received a countervailing influence in the 
upper branch, in order that their interests 
might be protected. The Minister of Jus- 
tice, speaking on the same subject in the 
House of Commons, laid down tne doc- 
trine that ‘‘the man put into the Upper 
House. is as mucha man of the people 
the day after, as the day before his eleva- 
tion.’’ According to the British constitu- 
tion the King, Lords and Commons, form- 
ed the three branches of Parliament. The 
Lords represented themselves, the Com- 
mons represented the people, or in theory 
the people themselves assembled to delib- 
erate on what was necessary for their in- 
terests. Now the Senate was in an entirely 
different position from the Lords. The 
members of the Senate had no separate 


estate to maintain—they represented, in a 
increased representation in the Council, 


secondary degree, the people, for they were 
appointed by those who were responsible 
to the people. That position was support- 
ed by the highest constitutional authority 
in Parliament—by one whose opinions on 
such subjects were entitled to the highest 


respect, even by those who might 
differ from him politically, —at 
| & time when the Legislature 


' was discussing the details of the Constitu- 
conceived it would not be safe to* trust. 


tion for the Confederation. In the same 
debate the Hon. George Brown said :— 
“The desire was to render the Upper 
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House a thoroughly independent body— 
one that would be in the best position to 
canvass dispassionately the measures of 
this House, and stand up for the public in- 
terests in opposition to hasty or partisan 
legislation.”’ Then in the British North 
America Act itself, the 18th clause read: 
“The Privileges, Immunities and Powers 
to be held, enjoyed and exercised by the 
Senate and by the House of Commons and 
by the members thereof respectively, 
shall be such as are from time to 
time defined by Act of Parliament of 
Canada, but so that the same shall never 
exceed those, at the passing of this Act, 
held, enjoyed, and exercised by the Com- 
- mons House of Parliament of the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
by the members thereof.’ That clause 
did not make the distinction that the pri- 
vileges and immunities of the Senate should 
never exceed those of the House of Com- 
mons, but placed that body on an equal 
footing with the other branch, and provided 
that its powers might be extended by 
an Act of our own Parliament. That 
fact showed clearly that it was contem- 
plated to constitute a Senate which 
would be of equal power to the 
Commons, though its powers would be 
perhaps exercised with more moderation 
and discretion. The fact that the name 
of the Upper branch had been changed to 
that of the Senate was very significant. 
The history of the world showed that the 
idea which the term conveyed was that the 
Senate had higher duties and responsibili- 
ties than even the Legislative Council. In 
the course of the present debate it had 
been clearly demonstrated by honour- 
able gentlemen opposite that the House 
of Lords had undoubtedly the power 
of trejecting’ even. «ia: Supply Bill 
It had also been clearly demonstrated, 
that not merely a tax which came within 
the Supply, and which was minor in its 
character, but the Supply Bill itself had 
been directly rejected by the late Legisla- 
tive Council. The present Postmaster 
General had himself recognized the con- 
stitutional right of the House to deal with 
the question by his own recorded vote in 
the old Council. It was certainly proper 
that a measure imposing taxes on the 
people, should emanate immediately from 
a body, directly representing and under- 
standing the wants of the people; but in 
the present case, the Senate was called 
upon to express an opinion as to the pro- 
priety of the burthens to be imposed on 
the country. Such a right should, of 
course, be exercised with great care; and 
the question now arose, whether the Se- 
nate would be justified in exercising that 
right. In answer to that question, he 
would refer to the state of things in the 


Hon, Mr. Sanborn. 
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House of Commons. If the question had 
not been made one of party, the tariff 


Tariff. 


would never have come up in its present 


obnoxious shape to the Senate. When 
the Supply Bill came up in the British Par- 
liament, it was never the practice to treat 
it as a strictly party question, involving 
the fate of the Ministry. Two or three 
adverse votes might be given against the 
Government, but the House would not ne- 
cessarily consider them as votes of want of 
confidence. ‘The Government, however, 
had said to their supporters, that unless 
they assisted them in passing the measure. 
obnoxious though it was, another set of 
men would probably come into power. So 
unpopular and unjust was the measure 


considered, that the Government 
were only sustained by a_ bare 
majority on the motion against 


the duty on breadstufis. The Postmaster- 
General had positively declared that the 
Government was a unit on the question, 
but no one could surely believe—especial- 
ly after certain occurrences in the Com- 
mons—that the Cabinet was by any means 
satisfied with a measure which was raising 
such a cry of dissatisfaction from one end 
of the Dominion to the other. Now it was 
often said that when an individual was as- 
sailed on a particular point on which he 
knew himself to be vulnerable, he invari- 
ably insisted upon being relieved from even 
the shadow ofa suspicion. It was imposs- 
ible to ascertain how the Government 
could be a unit on the question, when they 
had one policy before, and another after, 
dinner. If they could be considered a unit 
under such circumstances, it must be by a 
species of legerdemain, which could not be 
understood with reference to other associa- 
As respects the me- 
rits of the measure itself, he must confess it 
was most burthensome to the people. Luxu- 
ries, used by the well-to-do classes, were fair 
objects of taxation; but the policy—the 
great ‘national policy’’—imposed duties 
on the poor and labouring classes of the 
people. It was urged that the coal duty 
was a matter of little importance, except 
to those who lived in cities; but it had 
been urged, with truth, that when you 
raised the price of one description of fuel, 
you necessarily enhanced the value of all 
others. In many localities of Quebec, 
there was a very great scarcity of fuel— 
that indeed was one of the causes of emi- 
gration from certain districts of that Pro- 
vince. Those who travelled over the coun- 
tryto St. Hyacinthe would see that the 
country was as bare of fuel as were the 
prairies of the North West. When the Post- 
master General said that the duty on bread- 
stuffs would not alter the price of a loaf of 
bread, it was obvious that he had not 
studied the science to which bakers applied 
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themselves. He(Mr. 8.) had found that 
when there was the slightest rise in flour, 
the bakers were painfully alive to the fact ; 

and he had no doubt that the effect of the 
duty would be to put a cent on a loaf, 
without any reference to the actual tax on 
the whole barrel. The Postmaster General 
did not appear inclined to be influenced by 
the opinion of the cities; but in that 
respect he certainly differed from his col- 


league, the Finance Minister; for if the 
Banking Bill showed anything, it 
was that the great Banking in- 
terests of the large centres. of 
population were consulted. Certain sec- 


t.ons were affected injuriously by the Bill 
—especially the Province from which he 
came. The taxon coal would notoriously 
weigh heavily upon the population of 
Quebec. The same people would also suf- 
fer in the article of breadstuffs, for they 
were obliged to import Indian corn and 
flour from the United States. No doubt, 
the Minister of Marine felt that the Pro- 
vince of New Brunswick would suffer by 
the Bill. That hon. gentleman gloried in 
being a Liberal, but if that term was to 
mean anything, it should be applied to one 
who espoused the rights of the people,and 
undersuch circumstances, he would surely 
rise above all party considerations and _as- 
sume that attitude which he must feel in 
his heart was due to him as a 
friend of the people, and a. repre- 
sentative of New Brunswick (hear, hear). 
It was only necessary to read the organs of 
public opinion in that Province, and to see 
the position of the majority of its repre- 
sentatives in either branch, to conclude 
that the Tariff must be most odious to the 
masses in that section. It was customary 
with certain gentlemen to call the measure 
a ‘‘ National policy,’’? and to defend it on 
the ground that it would bring the Ameri- 
cans to their senses and restore Reciprocity 
tous. Such an argument was so purely 
absurd, that he would not waste any time 
in discussing it at length. The policy of 
imposing taxes on fuel and food, which 
were necessaries of life, could not be for 
a moment defended on any substantial 
ground; it was a policy neither in the 
direction of free trade nor of protection. 
He had great faith in fostering a manufac- 
turing industry, because he believed that 
farmers in the vicinity of manufactories, 
were directly benefited; but the effect of 
the present measure was to burthen all 
classes and confer benefit on none. In 
conclusion, he would merely say that party 
considerations should not preyail in the 
Senate—whatever position hon. gentlemen 
might take could not affect the stability 
of the Government. The duty of the 
Senate, under the circumstances, was 
clearly defined, and that was to guard 
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against any unnecessary burthen being 
imposed upon the people of the different 
sections of the Dominion; and if hon. 
gentlemen failed to respond to the public 
opinion of the country, they would be 
recreant te the high trust reposed in 
them. (Hear, hear.) 

_ Hon. Mr. REESOR said that he did not 
wish to detain the House for any time, but 
he was unwilling to allow the vote to be 
taken without having given expression to 
the reasons which influenced him in the 
course he was about to pursue. At the 
outset he must express his regret that the 
Government had not given more reasons 
why the House should support the Bill 
under consideration. No. doubt could 
exist in the minds of any one that the Bill 
was unpopular from one end of the Domin- 
ion to the other ; and certainly a measure 
which gave so much dissatisfaction ought 
to be sustained by sound argument before 
the Senate was asked to pass it. It was 
not a national policy in any sense of the 
term, for if it were such, such formidable 
opposition toits passage would not have 
arisen in every section of the Dominion. 
It was urged that the duty on wheat was 
an act of justice to the farmers of Ontario ; 
but there was a very large quantity of sur. 
plus produce raised in that Province, and 
its value was regulated by the price in the 
foreign market—whether that market was 
in Montreal or,South America, and could 
not be affected by the tariff. If we im- 
posed a duty on American wheat and 
flour, the consumers would have to bear 
the burthen. But there were other con- 
siderations that should not be forgotten. 
If we allowed the produce of the far West 
to come through Ontario, as it had beer 
doing for a number of years, then we were 
fostering a most lucrative commerce. Fif- 
teen millions of bushels of American wheat 
passed through the hands of Canadian 
merchants last year. It might be said that 
there was a drawback on that merchandize, 
if it was intended for export; but it was 
well known that the very fact of the exist- 
ence of sucha duty must create annoy- 
ance, and cramp that trade, now so profit- 
able to Canada. He could not understand 


how the Government could sanction 
a@ policy which did not _ benefit 
any great interest in the country, 


but on the contrary must re-act injurious- 
ly upon the farming community which was 
deeply interested in the development of 
all. our commercial and manufacturing 
interests. In nine cases out of ten, 
American coal was used in manufacturmg 
establishments throughout Ontario, and 
the tax upon them would be very consider- 
able in the course ofa year. It had been 
said by the Hon. Postmaster General that 
the duty on coal was only borne by the 
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manufacturing establishments ; 
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but it was , of the measure he must say that its effects 
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well known that whatever increased the |} upon the interests of the different Pro- 
duty that the manufacturer paid neces- | vinces, and ultimately upon the Confeder- 


sarily enhanced the price of the article 
which he had for sale. Take, for example, 
railway iron. The duty would necessarily in- 
terfere with any contracts that firms might 
have made of late. Parties engaged in 
constructing certain railways in the West 
applied to a certain firm to supply them 
with the iron. The price was named, but 
it was too high. The sxme parties had 
now agents in England to see if they could 
there get their iron cheaper. Was it fair 
to throw difficulties in the way of such en- 
terprizes ? A manufacturing interest should 
_be encouraged, inasmuch as it brought 
addit:onal consumers into the country, and 
stimulated the agriculture of the Domi- 
nion. He did not object to a little inci- | 
dental protection to manufactures, but 
that protection was in no way afforded by 
the measure before the House. The duty 
on the coarse grains was particularly ob- 
jectionable. It was well known that corn 
was the only coarse grain brought in from 
the United States, and inasmuch as it did 
not enter into competition with our own 
produce, the farmers of the West were not 
benefited by the duty. He was aware 


himself that within the past year 
thousands upon thousands of bushels 
of corn had been brought from 


the United States. Not only would 
the distilling and manufacturing interests 
be effected by the tariff—the shipping in- 
terest would also feel it. A drawback 
might be allowed on corn exported, but 
why throw difficulties in the way of our 
merchants and manufacturers? Under 
these circumstances, he was convinced 
that if the Senate had ever been called 
upon to interfere with the legislation of 
the country, it was in the case of a mea- 
sure which bore unfairly on particular sec- 
tions, and could not be justified even by 
those who were endeavouring to fasten it 
upon the people. 

Hon. Mr. ROBERSTON said that he was 
unwilling to give a silent vote on the mea- 
sure which had already been so fully and 
ably discussed. 


ation itself, would be of a most serious 
character. The Bill gave very general dis- 
satisfaction, and would continue to create 
an irritation that it would be very diffi- 
cult to allay. Instead of endeavouring to 
stimulate the manufactures of the coun- 
try, the Government had adopted a policy 
which hampered them. An indirect tax 
was put on manufactures, not only by the 
duty oncoal, but by the duty on bread- 
stutis which enter into the consumption of 
the labouring classes. If that should be 
the case,—and no one could doubt it— 
then there should be no hesitation what- 
ever on the part of the Senate, as to the 
propriety of rejecting the measure. So 
far as public opinion had expressed itself, 
it was most unequivocally against the 
adoption of so injurious and unjust a 
policy. He saw no force in 
the argument that the duties 
would have the effect of renewing more 
liberal trade relations with the United 
States. If he remembered aright it was un- 
derstood that the negotiations on the su b- 
ject of Reciprocity terminated some tie 
ago, but since the tariff had come up it 
was said there was a_ greater chance 
than ever of obtaining Reciprocity. The 
whole amount of duties on American pro- 
ducts was estimated at $200,000; and 
would any one assert that the Americas 

were going to give us a renewal of recipr- 

city on that account. They would ony 
enter into reciprocity when they conside- 

ed it was for their interests to do so; and 
it was absurd to talk of coercing them. If 
we chose to put aduty on goods necessary 
for our own consumption we would 
also have the privilege of paying it. Look- 
ing into the question of the cval duty, the 
House would see how unfairly it would 
operate. If youwould take the article of 
gas coal, it would cost from 35s. to 40s. a 
ton in Glasgow, and the duty upon that 
would be about 6 per cent, ad valorem. 
Steam coal, at the shipping ports, was 6s. 
or 6s. dd. a ton, and the duty on it would 


It was certainly one of | be 65} percent. Common house coal was 


the most important questions that had j 9s. a ton,and the duty upon that was 24 


come up_ for consideration 
commencement of the Union, and he re- 
gretted that he was obliged to give a vote 
on it adverse to the Government. He felt 
it was the duty of the Senate to rise above 
party feeling and deal with the question 
in accordance with the true interests of 
the country. The constitutionality of the 
course proposed to be taken by the oppo- 
sition to the measure had been thorough- 
ly stated, and it was not necessary that he 
should go over that ground on the present 
occasion. Looking at the general features 


since the | per cent. 


Hon. Mr. Reesor. 


American house coal cost, on 
the average, $3.75 of our present money, 
and the duty on it would be 134 per cent. 
Anthracite coal last year was $7.50 
at the lowest price at the nearest 
shipping port to Canada, and the duty 
on it was 6} percent. Now it would 
be seen that whilst we would pay 334 per 
cent ad valorem on the coal imported 
from Great Britain, we would only pay 6}- 
per cent on the coal imported from the 
United States. Therefore a differential 
duty, to all intents and purposes, was im- 
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posed against the English coal to the ex- 
tent of 26 or 27 per cent. ; and yet, that 
was called a great national’ policy. It was 
certainly very extraordinary to hear the 
Postmaster General say that the duty 
on coal would not be felt outside the cities, 
and there only by the wealthy people. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL wished to ask the 
hon. member if he was not aware that the 
largest importation of coal was used in the 
cities, and that the rural districts "had no 
interest in the matter. 


Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON—Would the 
hon. gentleman say that if the importa- 
tion of coals was stopped, it would not 
generally affect the price of fuel? 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—TIf the entire im- 
portation were stopped, it would affect, 
but not seriously, the price of wood. The 
rural districts, however, would not feel it; 
but, under any circumstances, the tari 
did not preclude the importation of coal. 


Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON—It was quite 
certain that the Nova Scotians could not 
supply the people of the West with coal. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—The argument 
urged by the steamboat proprietors for 
taking off the canal tolls was—If you take 
them off, we will obtain all the protection 
we require, and with the return freights, 
we can make our business pay. There 
was every reason to believe that there 
would be an additional consumption of 
Nova Scotia coal by means of the duty. 

Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON — That fact 
showed clearly that the Dominion was pay- 
ing a subsidy to the Nova Scotia coal own- 
ers at that time. He was not wun- 
willing to give a little incidental pro- 
tection to manufacturers, although he 
was a free trader in principle. The.pre- 
sent measure, however, would only tend 
to increase the expenses of the labouring 
classes engaged in ship-building, or other 
manufactures. He knew that it added to 
the expense of ships to have a quarter of a 
dollar imposed on flour. He could not 
understand on what grounds that tax 
could be supported ; for it burthened the 
poor, and was declared by the Ontario mil- 
lers to be no protection to them. The ob- 
ject was to tax one Province for the bene- 
fit of the other. New Brunswick had to 
pay duties on breadstufts and on coal, un- 
der the delusion that it would benefit the 
millers of Ontario and the coal owners of 
Nova Scotia, and she had to bear this bur- 
then as one of the advantages of being a 
section of the Dominion of Canada. The 
people of that Province were promised 
equal justice when they entered the Con- 
federation, but certainly there was no just- 
ice in the Bill before the House ; and he 
was positive it would lay the foundations 
of discord. He asserted without fear of 
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contradiction that the men who were most 
anxious to accomplish the union were now 
the most bitterly opposed to it, on account 
of the legislation of the Canadian Parlia- 
ment, and the manner. in which the Con- 
federation was being worked out. The 
Hon. Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
might well move uneasily in his seat, 
for he knew that the assertion res. 
pecting the state of things in his Pro- 
vince was perfectly correct, and that 
there was no doubt the feeling would in- 
crease in intensity unless there was a 
change for the better in Dominion legisla- 
tion. Under such circumstances it seemed 
to him that the Senate had ample reasons 
for adopting the amendment before the 
House. The effect of the Bill might be 
simply stated as setting one section against 
another, and exciting jealousy and _ preju- 
dice from one end of the Dominion to the 
other. It was impossible to look into the 
details of the Bill without seeing that most 
disastrous results would follow fom its 
operations. The mode of assessing the duties 
was certainly of a most extraordinary 
character. Three-quarters per cent. addi- 
tional was put on all articles that pay 15 
per cent. ad valorem on which, according 
to the Finance Minister, $425,000 was ex- 
pected to be raised. Hverso many entries 
would have to be made at every Custom 
House, and the staff of officers would have 
to be increased; for it would be impossible 
for the ordinary clerks to spare the time 
requisite to make the calculations that 
would be demanded by the Bill. The same 
statement was applicable. to merchants 
engaged in large business, and having fre- 
quently to make entries. It was impossi- 
ble to predict accurately the amount of 
confusion and trouble that must arise 
under the Bill. The stipulations with 
respect to packages was most annoying, 
There was not a man in the Dominion, 
who had anything to do with the importa- 
tions of wines, and was obliged to pay 
for the casks. The cask was included in 
the price of the wine or brandy. Section 
Eight of the former law was now repealed, 
and a most extraordinary section substitu. 
ted in its place, which he must confess, he 
could not thoroughly comprehend. 

“8, The value for duty, of goods on which 
an ad valorem Duty of Customs is imposed, 
imported into Canada by sea, shall be the 
actual value of such goods at the last place 
at which they are purchased; and the 
value of such goods for duty if imported 
from the United States by land or inland 
navigation, shall be the actual value of 
such goods at the last place at which they 
are purchased for importation into Canada, 
and whence they are directly conveyed, 
without change of package, to Canada ; 
and whatever be the country from which 
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the goods are imported, or in which they 
are purchased, such value shall be ascer- 
tained by adding to the value of such 
goods at the place of growth, production, 
or manufacture, the cost of transportation, 
whether by land or water, and of shipment 
and transhipment, with all the expenses 
included, from the place of growth, pro- 
duction, or manufacture, to the place 
where the goods are purchased, and if they 
are purchased in the United States, then 
to the place whence they are directly con- 
veyed to Canada as aforesaid,—and such 
value shall include also the value of any 
box, case, sack, package, or covering of 
any kind in which such goods are 
contained, and all export duties on such 
goods, and all costs and charges incurred 
prior to their purchase.’’ 

No one could comprehend the actual 
meaning of such a clause. How was one 
to get the value of goods at New York? 
Such a clause might well puzzle any mer- 
chant. He was sorry to see that the 
Government had been under the necessity 
of adopting the most obnoxious part of 
the Tariff in the neighbouring States. It 
was almost impracticable to get the infor- 
mation asked for in that véxatious clause. 
Did it mean that a man buying a case of 
silks in New York would have to go and 
find its cost in China, or wherever it was 
manufactured, and trace every step that 
added to its price before it reached him? 
Take agiin the case of a bale of German 
cloths. One man might go to Berlin and 
purchase his cloth, and besides the value of 
the invoice he would have to state every 
shilling he might have to pay until he got 
it to its destination. Now suppose another 
person should purchase precisely the same 
class of goods in Liverpool ; when he would 
present himself at the Customs he would 
be met by the officer with the remark, 
‘¢What is the cost at the place of 
production?’’. He might reply, “I cannot 
say, for I bought the case in Liverpool ;”’ 
but the officer would tell him. ‘You 
must furnish me with all the charges until 
the case got to Liverpool.’”’ The actual 
result would be that he would pay the 
charges on that cloth as far as Liverpool 
twice over. He must confess he could not 
see how such intricate, if not impossible, 
entries were ever to be made; and yet the 
measure was calleda ‘national policy.” 
It was certainly the most incongruous 
production that he had ever met with in 
the course of his business experience. As 
respects the cost of the packages,it must be 
admitted on all hands that it would fall on 
the consumers. If aduty had to be im- 
posed, why not put it immediately on the 
goods themselves, rather than on the 
packages. It was simply because the Govy- 
ernment did not wish to acknowledge they 


Hon. Mr. Robertson. 
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were increasing the duties to 18 or 20 per 
cent., that they brought forward such a 
policy. It would have been far preferable 
to have imposed additional duties directly 
than to have devised such an annoying 
and cumbrous mode of raisingmoney. No 
one certainly was prepared to refuse the 
Government permission to raise all the 
money they required in a legitimate way, 
but what he and others objected to, was. 
the system adopted. If two and a half 
per cent. additional had been put on all 
the ad valorem goods, they would have ac- 
tually raised more money than they asked 
for, and saved troubleand annoyance. The 
value of the packages, commercial men 
said, could not be estimated with refer- 
ence to the value of the contents. The 
more bulky and cheaper goods came in 
heavy packages. As respects to- 
bacco, it must be remembered 
that it was the luxury of the poor man, 
just as the rich man’s luxury was a cigar 
or madeira. Coming to another branch 
of the subject, he would mention that he 
saw it stated that Nova Scotia paper would 
be received at the Customs and Inland 
Revenue departments in New Brunswick 
at two and two-thirds per cent discount in 
payment for. duties. He presumed that 
this was to bea concession. to New Bruns- 
wick to make up for the abandonment of 
the resolutions by the:Government for the 
assimilation of the Currency. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—The Government 
were the servants of Parliament, and Par- 
liament had allowed the question to re- 
main over for the present. . 


Hon. Mr. ROBERTSON—The Govern- 
ment promised to deal with the question, 
and then ignominiously backed down at 
the dictation of the members from Nova 
Scotia. Now 23 percent upon $5 wag 13} 
cents; the discount on Nova Scotia money 
was sometimes as low as 34, but that de- 
pended on the rate of exchange, and the 
average was 3 per cent or 15 cents—so the 
concession was no such great boon after 
all to New Brunswick merchants. Jt must 
be considered, too, that in exchanging the 
money so collected considerable expense 
would be incurred. In fact, it was impos- 
sible to consider the preseut fiscal legisla- 
tion of the Dominion in any point of view 
without seeing how cumbrous, expensive 
and unfair it was to the mercantile in- 
terests of the country. For such reasons, 
he believed the Senate was bound, by a 
deep sense of obligation, to the people of 
the Dominion over whose interests it was 
bound to watch, to express its emphatic 
protest against the measure under con- © 
sideration, and relieve the country 
from the burthens which, if it was allowed 
to pass, it would impose upon all classes. 
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He had no hesitation whatever in giving 
his vote against the measure, inasmuch as 
it could not affect the position of the Go- 
yernment, and no great inconvenience 
need arise from the passage of the amend- 
ment. He was assured that the people, 
from one end of the Dominion to the 
other, would be exceedingly gratified if 
hon. gentlemen would consent to postpone 
the Bill. ‘The resolution clearly expressed 
the wish why the Senate should take the 
course they were asked to pursue, and he 


The 


was convinced that none other was open | 


to those who were influenced by a desire 
to promote the true interests of the 
people. [Hear, hear.] 

Hon. Mr. ALLAN said that he knew the 
House was beceming impatient, and he 
-had no desire to prolong the discussion 
that night further than was necessary to 
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place his views on record. He must say, 
at the commencement, that there had been 
no agreement between the hon. member for 
Grandville and other gentlemen on the 
same side of the House, to take the Gov- 
ernment by surprise. He did not suppose 
that it would be unfair to that hon. gen- 
tleman if he were to say that if the 
amendment were to have the effect of 
bringing about a change of administration, 
it would not be a cause of dissatisfaction 
to that hon. member; but he (Mr. Allan) 
must say that he was‘convinced that hon. 
gentleman had not brought forward his 
motion in a purely party spirit. So far as 
he was individually concerned, he could 
assure the House that he had no other ob- 
ject in view except the deferring of a 
measure which he believed to be most un- 
desirable. It had always been his pleasure 
to support the Government on all mea- 
sures on which he could conscientiously do 
so; and, as regards the gentleman who 
led the administration in the House, he 
(Mr. A) had great reluctance in assuming an 
attitude of hostility to him above all others. 
The present, however, was one of those 
cases when he ought not to be influenced 
by purely personal or party considerations. 
It was not necessary for him to say much 
about the constitutionality of the proceed- 
ings, after the remarks of the hon. gentle- 
men who preceded him; but there was one 
passage in Todd’s ‘ Parliamentary Govern- ! 
ment,’’ to which he would call particular } 
attention. Mr. Allan read a quotation from 

the authority in question, in elucidation of 

his argument, and then went on to say that 

there was no doubt that the Senate was 

justified in expressing an indepéndent 

opinion on a question of such a character 

as that under consideration. Indeed, a 

case in point had already been mentioned 

—the vote taken in 1859, in the old Legis- 

lative Council, on the motion moved by 

the Hon, Mr. DeBlacquiere, and which he 
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had the honour of seconding and supporting ~ 
in company with the present Postmaster 
General. (Hear.) Without dwelling further 
on a point on which he was convinced 
there ought not to be a doubt in the 
minds of any one, namely, the constitu- 
tional right of the House to take the 
course the resolution asked it to pursne---he 
must briefly refer to the merits of the- 
measure itself—of that ‘ National Policy,’ 
of which they lately heard so much. Asa 
British Canidian. he was very desirous of” 
building up a strong nationality in this part 
of the continent, but he must frankly ad- 
mit that he could not see how the Confe: 
deration was to be strengthened by 
such a policy as that before the House. 
What he understood by a national policy 
was one which was essentially for the good 
of the country. Sucha measure should be 
considered carefully and conscientiously 
in accordance with what were believed to 
be the true interests of all sections of the 
Dominion. With respect to the protection 
of the fisheries, he was prepared to 
support the Government in guard- 
ing the rights and _ interests of 
our fellow subjects in any part of the 
Dominion; but that question was very 
different from one which could only perpe- 
tuate jealousies between the different sec- 
tions, instead of creating harmony aud 
cementing the Union. Thé argument that 
such legislation could ever tend to recipro- 
city was too absurd. Was it possible that 
four millions of people could coerce thirty- 
eight millions into the adoption of a parti- 
cular commercial policy ? He was strongly 
opposed to the measure, because he be- 


lieved, in the first place, it was: 
obnoxious in principle. He had 
no desire to see the doctrine of 


protectiow revived in Canada, and more 
duties imposed than were absolutely ne- 
cessary for the purposes of revenue. For 
that reason he objected to the measure, 
especiilly as the principle haying beem 
once allowed, it was not easy to recede. 
Then he objected to the policy, because it 
would not answer the purpose which its 
promoters claimed for it. Any incidental 
protection it might afford to any particular 
interests—and it was doubted if any would 
really be given—would not compensate for 
the great injury that would be done to the 
shipping and commercial interests of the 
country by driving into American channels 
a large trade that had hitherto passed 
through Canada. In speaking on the 
question, the Postmaster-General appeared. 
to consider it a matter of indifference what. 
the opinions of the cities might be; but. 
the House was hardly likely to agree with 
him that it shonld not listen with respect 
to the wishes and sentiments of the 
large centres of intelligence, whence 
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information radiated to all 
‘of the country districts. When, 
therefore, it was seen that in the 
great centres of industry the measure was 
most emphatically condemned, the House 
had most powerful reason for rejecting it 
without the least hesitation. (Hear, 
hear). He acknowledged that if, by the 
imposition of the duty, it was possible to 
compel the manufacturers of Western Ca- 
nada to use Nova Scotia coal, it would be 
satisfactory ; but no one who was conver- 
sant with the subject but acknowledged 
that they could not be supplied from that 
Province. Nova Scotia coal, he was as- 
sured, had been tried over and over in 
the furnaces of the large manufacturing 
establishments, but not with satisfactory 
results. No matter what the duty might 
be, the proprietors would be obliged to 
use the American anthracite coal. Then, 
again, consider the effects upon the poor- 
er Classes of the population. It had been 
asserted that so far as the great body of 
our people were concerned, the taxes 
would not affect them in any way what- 
ever, but he could not agree with that 
opinion. In the first place, he must state 
it as a fact that coal was being extensively 
aased among all. classes, owing to the in- 
crease in the price of wood—even in the 
large benevolent institutions they were 
obliged to use it altogether. Every one 
was aware that the destruction of the for- 
ests was going on most rapidly in every 
part of the Dominion, and the price of 
wood was annually becoming higher ; and 
there was no doubt whatever that the 
moment the additional taxation came into 
operation the result would be to add to 
the price of fuel. If the effect of the 
measure would be to encourage intercolo- 
nial trade, it would be an argument #n its 
favour, but his. idea of the best 
means of effecting so desirable an 
object was to increase the facilities 
of intercourse between the different 
members of the Union-—to improve our 
canals and extend the railways throughout 
the Dominion. During the past season, 
the steamer Her Majesty, had made regular 
trips between Halifax and the upper ports, 
but she could only go down to Montreal 
half laden, in consequence of the limited 
capacity of the canals. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—She always got 
‘her full cargo at Montreal. 

Hon. Mr.’ ALLAN—The ‘results, how- 
ever, were far from profitable to the 
owners. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL—Had been told 
by the owner of the boat, Mr. Chisholm, 
that the result of taking off the canal 
tolls, would be to give a margin for profit, 


Hon. Mr. Allan. . 
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parts |wrecked, he would have made a good 
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season. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN went on to say that 
although he felt it io be a grave responsi- 
bility to vote for the amendment, yet he 
was compelled, for the reasons he had 
given, to support it. He believed that 
the measure was in itself inaugurating a 
mischievious system of legislation—that 
it would not encourage Intercolonial 
trade—that, on the contrary, it would in- 
terfere most seriously with many valuable 
branches of industry throughout the Do- 
minion to which coal was indispensable— 
that it would press most heavily ona 
large class who were obliged to use it on 
account of the scarcity and expense of 
wood. Under such circumstances, there 
was no other alternative open to himasa 
member of the Senate, entrusted with the 
responsible duty of guarding the interests 
of all sections, than to vote against the 
passage of a measure which was likely to 
operate so injuriously upon all classes in 
the Dominion. 


Hon. Mr. LOCKE said that the ques- 
tion had been so ably argued by his hon. 
friend and colleague frem Nova Scotia (Mr. 
Miller,) who had clearly proved the consti- 
tutional right of the Senate to deal with 
the question, that it was not necessary he 
should delay the House with any prolong- 
ed observations on that part of the sub- 
ject. It had been urged with force that 
they were now entering upon a new era 
in the history of this country, and that 
the example the Senate might set would 
be considered a precedent for the future.. 
He thought the House had a perfect right 
to establish such a precedent as would 
clearly define its authority as a body per- 
forming responsible functions under the 
constitution of a Dominion, which was to 
become a great nationality according to 
the promoters of Confederation. As res- 
pects the tariff itself, he must say at the 
outset that the duty on coal would not be 
considered a concession to the majority 
of the people of Nova Scotia. The coal 
interest was confined to Pictou and Cape 
Breton, and the tax,ifa benefit at all,could 
only protect a minority of the population. 
Whilst making a concession to the coal 
counties of Eastern Nova Scotia, the bread 
of the people in the West, was to be taxed. 
The Western Counties traded cheaply with 
the United States. At the end of the fish- 
ing season, vessels left the western ports 
for the United States, where they disposed 
of their cargoes of fish and returned with 
flour, rye and cornmeal. Only once in the 
history of Nova Scotia had the coarse articles 
of rye and meal been taxed. Rye could 


not be procure¢ in Canada on the same — 
and that if the propeller had not been| terms asin the United States, and the 
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same remark applied to corn meal to a 
large extent. ice was also a commedity 
essential toa large class of the population— 
it was the luxury of the fishermen and 
poorer people. The man who was 
not able to buy any other article of luxury 
used rice—even the schooners when they 
went to the fisheries took large quantities 
with them. The Minister of Marine and 
Fisheries was perfectly well aware that 
meal was an article of prime necessity, not 
merely among fishermen, but especially 
among lumbermen. He would next refer 
to the article of tobacco, which was already 
taxed largely; it was the poor man’s 
solace—absolutely necessary for his com- 
fort when he returned home after a hard 
day’s toil; but now he had to pay upwards 
of 100 per cent. more for the luxury of 
smoking his pipe. The duty on packages 
was very troublesome and unfair.. The 
cask, for instance, in which molasses came 
might be worth $5 in Cuba; but when it 
reached Noya Scotia its value was not more 
than 75 or 80 cents. In the fisheries, such 
casks were used to some extent for butts, 

but otherwise they were useless, and would 
have to be broken up for fuel. "No where, 

except perhaps in the United States, was 
it usual to resort to the absurd expedient 
of chargin ga duty on packages. It had 
been well pointed out by the hon. gentle- 
man from St. John (Mr. Robertson) that 
the Eighth Section would lead to great 
trouble and inconvenience, inasmuch as it 
was almost impossible to ‘comply with its 
provisions, and under any circumstances it 
would require additional clerks in every 
large mercantile establishment, and in Cus- 
tom Houses as well. Yet this measure, so 
perplexing and burthensome in its details, 
was called a great national policy. Some 
called it a ‘retaliatory policy,” but before 
it could be entitled to that name, we 
would have to impose duties on American 
products equal to those they imposed on 
our own. The measure afforded no con- 
cessions to Nova Scotia—unless it was a 
concession to tax seven-eighths of the peo- 
ple for the benefit of one-eighth.  I[n- 


deed, it was most questionable—in 
fact, it was positively denied—if 
the duty would operate beneficially for 


the coal producers themselves; but even 


under any circumstances it was ‘a wrong po- j 


licy to tax the many for the advantage of 
the few, (hear, hear.) The true principle, 
which should be at the bottom of all legisla- 
tion, was to leave the people at liberty to 
buy where they can purchase the cheapest 
and sellin the dearest market. He had 
no doubt whatever that it was practicable 
to raise any money that might be required 
for the public expenditures by some 
means which would not operate unfairly 
on classes or sections of the people. For 
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: instance, additional revenue could more 


satisfactorily be raised by making a slight 
increase on the ad valorem duties from 5 
to 15 percent. He thought, after having 
given full consideration to the subject, 

that it was the wisest course for the House 
to reject a measure which was creating 
such wide-spread dissatisfaction, and re- 
lieve the country from the irritation and 
annoyance: wh.ch would certainly arise 
from its passage. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD said that he felt some- 
what diffident in rising to speak on the 
question before the House at that late 
hour of the night, but he could not give 
a silent vote. The tariff had been before 
Parliament for a month—it had been 
thoroughly discussed in the House of 
Commons and in the public press; but 
nevertheless he had not seen a single pe- 
tition from the. farmers in Ontario com- 
plaining of its probable effects. It was 
true the cities of Montreal and pee 
objected to the measure. 


Hon. Mr. ALLAN—The people nee 
with reason thought that the objection- 
able features of the measure would be 
struck out. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD was not denying that 
Toronto, which the hon. member repre- 
sented, was opposed to certain features of 
the tariff. He was not himself altogether 
satisfied with the measure, but neverthe- 
less he had confidence in the Government, 
and believed that they had devised the 
best measure possible under all the circum- 
stances. They were obliged to raise addi- 
tional revenue, and the only way they 
could do it was by imposing such duties as. 
would be distributed over all sections. He 
doubted very much whether it was. advis- 
able to add to the fifteen per cent duties 
at the present time. As a representative 
of a lumbering district he was opposed to 
a tax on timber, and it was probable that 
the Government would be obliged to resort 
to such a step, should they not be allowed. 
to pass the present measure. He had been, 
he must confess, much surprised at the 
statement of the hon. member from Hali- 
fax (Mr. Miller) that English coal could be 
bought so much cheaper than the Nova 
Scotia article in the Quebec market. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL said that it was a 
mistake to say that any ship would bring 
the coal simply as ballast. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER had made his state- 
ment on the best authority. 

Hon. Mr. SKEAD was of opinion that 
unless the Nova Scotia dealers produced 
coal cheaper, they could not expect to get 
the Canada trade. 

Hon. Mr. MILLER r marked that they 
could not get it under existing circum- 
stances, 
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Hon. Mr. SKEAD said that it was 
obvious tohim that the national policy 
would work to the advantage of the coun- 
try if it was properly carried out, and he 
bel.eved it to be the duty of the represen- 
tatives of all sections to assist it ; and under 
any circumstances, if it did not operate 
beneficially, it could soon be repealed. It 
was a wise policy, at the present time, to 
direct all our legislation towards the 


object of creating trade between 
the several Provinces constituting 


the Dominion. The present measure was 
a step in that direction, and was therefore 
an experiment worthy of trial. The Se- 
nate should also bear in mind the fact 
that if it rejected the Bill before it, it 
would subject the House of Commons to 
much inconvenience, by delaying the pro- 
gress of public business, and keeping 
members for some time longer from their 
homes and private affairs. He was not 
prepared to assume the responsibility of 
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bringing the two Houses into collision 
with each other, at a time when it was so 
desirable to bring the public business to a 
close. In conclusion, he must observe 
that he was desirous of seeing every 
Custom House on the frontier abolished, 
-and free trade established between Canada 
and the world. Direct taxation was, 
after all, the true principle of meeting 
“public expenditures; but whilst the 
country was not prepared to adopt such a 
policy, he had to take things as he found 
them, and he would therefore vote for a 
measure which had been matured by the 
Government as a means of raising the re- 
venue to the amount required for the 
“public exigences. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT said that before 
“the House divided, he felt it necessary to 
make afew remarks on the very import- 
ant question which had already occupied 
so much time. He regretted that the 
members of the Government, and those 
who were ready to support them on the 
question, had not thought it advisable to 
expliin more fully the reasons why the 
House should give its assent to the 
‘measure. He for one, would not apolo- 
gize to the House for assuming a position 
which he felt he was called to assume by 
a sense of the duty he owed to the 
country. (Hear.) It was his undoubted 
right, as a member of the Senate, to act 
independently of Ministers, and he would 
not hesitate to exercise it on the present 
occasion. When the measure 
was brought up in_ the _ House 
of Commons, by the Government, he 
was in the city of Halifax, and in frequent 
intercourse with the leading men engaged 
in trade and interested in the coal mines 


of the Province; and not one of those he 
met expressed his satisfaction with the | 
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tariff. The coalowners said they did not 
want the duty of 50 cents, inasmuch as it 
would not be protection to them in the 
Canadian Market. -They all thought that 
there was a disposition on the part of the 
United States to agree to amend their 
tariff so far as coal was concerned, and that 
there was every probability that the pro- 
hibitory duty would be abolished or so 
lowered as to allow the coal dealers of 
Nova Scotia to send their product into the 
American Market with profit. It was well 
known that public opinion in the United 
States was tending to the adoption of a 
more lberal commercial policy towards 
Canada; and under the circumstances 
it was believed in Halifax that the policy 
pressed in the Canadian Parliament by cer- 
tain prominent gentlemen was unsound, 
and not calculated to benefit Nova Scotia 
in the end. It was clear that the natural 
market for the coal of Nova Scotia was the 
United States, and that it would go there 
despite the duty imposed on it. Many of 
the vessels now engaged in the trade 
brought back flour and meal, instead of 
ballast, and now it was proposed to tax 
those commodities which the people al- 
ways considered they should receive free. 
Such legislation was in itself calculated to 
burthen the very class which it was intend- 
ed to benefit, and showed a want of fore- 
sight on the part of those who had ma- 
tured and forced it on the country. He 
was confident that the insignificant duty 
in question would never create trade be- 
tween Canada and Nova Scotia—if trade 
should ever spring up between East and 
West, it must arise from natural causes, 
(hear, hear)—not from such artificial and 
unnatural expedients as now proposed. 
It was out of the question for Nova Scotia 
coal to compete with the British coal, 
which, as it had been before observed, was 
brought in as ballast. The best house coal 
sold at Sydney for about 10s. a chaldron, 
and for $1.75 at the new mines, and the 
freight to Quebec would cost nearly as 
much, Then the various charges that had 
to be incurred in going up to Montreal, 
were so large at present, that the coal trade 
could not be made profitable. The policy 
was unsatisfactory in whatever point of 
view it might be considered. It was in no 
way calculated to build up a ‘new na- 
tionality,’’ but was certain to perpetuate a 
spirit of rivalry and sectionalism that 
might lead to most serious consequences 
in the future. He was not prepared to 
admit that a great favour had been 
conferred upon Nova Scotia by a conces- 
sion which could not benefit even the in- 
terest it was intended to assist; but under 
any circumstances, he protested, as a re- 
presentative of that Province, against the 
adoption of any measure that would create 
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ill-feeling betweén different sections, As 
respects the argument that was used by 
the opposite side—that the effect of re- 
jecting the Bill would be to bring the Se- 
nate into collision with the other branch 
—he did not see much force in it. The 
Senate had a perfect right to pursue that 
course which its members should deem 
most in accordance with the public inter- 
ests, and even should they differ from the 
House of Commons he was convinced 
there was enough liberality in that body 
to prevent any difliculty arising. He re- 
gretted that he had delayed the House, 
but he could not refrain from expressing 
his opinion on the question, though he 
knew that his hon. friends who had pre- 
ceded him had exhausted the subjeet. He 
had no hesitation as to the vote he would 
give that night, for it would be influenced 
by the desire to act for the interests of the 
whole Dominion ; and those interests, he 
was convinced, would be best subserved by 
rejecting a measure which would operate 
most unsatisfactorily. 

Hon. Mr. WARK said that he had been 
prepared to hear many diverse opinions 
expressed on the subject under considera- 
tion, but certainly he had never expected 
to find such unanimity. It was stated that 
it was the intention to benefit Nova Scotia 
and Ontario, and yet it was most surprising 
to see members from those sections 
rising, one after the other, and express- 
ing themselves opposed to the measure. 
The effect upon New Brunswick was clear- 
ly to legislate her out of the Union, The 
people of that Province had to pay taxes 
on flour and corn meal for the benefit of 
Ontario, and on coal for the benefit of a 
section of Nova Scotia. He need hardly 
tell the House that it was not possible to 
force trade outof its natural channels, and 
that the policy in question would therefore 
fail in that respect. He had been always 
in favour of extending the canal sys- 
tem of the Dominion, and in that way 
facilitating trade and intercourse between 
Canada and the world. Every effort should 
be made to remove every barrier that pre- | 
vented the St. Lawrence being the great 
highway between the West and Europe. 
The Maritime Provinces would be the car- 
riers of that trade, and therefore he wish- 
ed to see every facility afforded to its ex- 
tension. Those Provinces had the means 
of building ships cheaply, and manning 
them efficiently. It had been frequently 
said that the effect of the American system 
of protection had been to drive their ships 
from the ocean; and yet it was now pro- 
posed to commence the same system 
which, according to the best authorities, 
was operating so injuriously to American 
commerce and enterprise. He regretted 
that he was forced to acknowledge that the 


The 


[May 9, 1870] 


Tariff. 1486 


legislation of the Dominion had so far been 

detrimental to the interests of New Bruns- 
wick; but the opposition that the present 

measure met with in that Province was 

conclusive evidence of that fact, and justi- 

fied the course he was now taking. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST 
said that the Postmaster General, in the 
remarks he had made at the commence- 
ment of the debate, had attempted to in- 
fluence the House by a style of argument 
that might be called in French, quelque 
chose de specieux. The House was told that 


the effect of throwing out the Bill 
would be to create a collision § be- 
tween the two Houses, and_ that 
much delay and inconvenience must 


arise from such a course. Now, referring 
to the proceedings of the Legislative 
Council in 1859, he found the Postmaster- 
General agreeing with the sentiments in 
the resolution that was adopted—senti- 
ments directly contrary to those which he 
had expressed that afternoon. Now that 
hon. gentleman was not prepared to assert 
the rights and privileges of the Senate ; 
but in 1859 he assented to the declaration, 
‘‘ that the Legislative Council feels itself 
bound, in defence of its unquestionable 
rights as a co-equal branch of the Legisla- 
ture, and asthe only means of preserving 
its independence not to take the question 
of supply into consideration.”’ Now he 
(M. de St. Just) argued that the motion 
which he had moved was precisely si- 
milar in effect to the one which he had 
just read as having received the support 
of the Postmaster-General. He did not 
think the Government could fairly declare 
they had been taken by surprise—if the 
Telegraph were tobe brought up to give 
evidence on the subject, (laughter,) he 
thought the reverse would be shown; and 
he must certainly take that opportunity of 
congratulating the Government on the sa. 
tisfactory results that had arisen from the 
use they had been making of the useful 
agency of circulating information to their 
friends. 


The members were then called in and 
the House divided on Hon. Mr. McPer- 
son’s amendment, which was lost by the 
following vote: — 


Contents :—Hon. Messrs. Allan, Blake, 
Bourinot, Chaffers, Christie, Cormier, 
Dickson, Guevremont, Hamilton (Kings- 
ton), Leonard, Leslie, Letellier de St. Just, 
Locke, McClelan, Macpherson, Malhiot, 
Miller, Olivier, Reesor, Robertson, San- 
born, Simpson, Wark, Wilmot.—24. 

Non-Contunts:—Hon. Messrs. Aikins, 
Armand, Benson, Bill, Bureau, Burnham, 
Campbell, Chapais, Crawford, Duchesnay, 
E. H. J.; Dumouchel, Holmes, Kenny, 
Lacoste, McCrea, McDonald, MeLelan, 
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McMaster, Matheson, Mills, Mitchell, | carried out. It had been understood by 
Renaud, Ross, Ryan, Seymour, Shaw, | both parties that amendments should not 


Skead, Wilson,—28. 

The question then being put on Honor- 
able Mr. LETELLIER DE SI. JUST’s mo- 
tion in amendment, the same was also re- 
solved in the negative. 

The question being put on the Honor- 
able Mr. CAMPBELL’s motion, viz: 


‘¢ That the said Bill be read a second time |. 


at the next sitting of the House,” the 
same was resolved in the affirmative. 


The House then adjourned at midnight. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Orrawa, May 9, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:25 
REVENUE SEIZURES. 


Hon. Mr. MORRIS brought down returns 
relative to Revenue Seizures. 


CLERGY RESERVES. 


Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN produced returns 
respecting Clergy Reserves. 


SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER begged, before 
commencing business, to announce ‘that Sir 
John A. Macdonald was much better. 


MANITOBA BILL—RESOLUTIONS. 


The debate on the Message from his Ex- 
cellency of the 4th of May, and the accom- 
panying resolutions respecting the estab- 
lishment of the Government of Manitoba 
was resumed. 


Mr. MACKENZIE said that although 
there might be differences of opinion as to 
the details of the Bill, and thought there 
would, no doubt, be amendments proposed 
to it, still, as it was the desire of all to pro- 
vide a form of government, as soon as pos- 
sible for the new Province, the Bill would 
only meet with the legitimate opposition 
to its provisions which they were bound to 
exercise in the House, to secure the best 
form of government, and at the same time 
to secure in their rights, and privileges, 
and liberties, the people concerned, 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said the Govern- 
ment were bound to acknowledge the libe- 
rality of the honourable gentlemen oppo- 
site. The agreement to the second reading 
of the resolutions did not preclude a discus- 
sion on the concurrences. The promise of 
Saturday night given by himself would be 


Hon. Mr. Letellier de St. Just. 


be moved in Committee to avoid a double 
discussion. If they again preferred con- 

currence, he hoped that course would be 
followed, and when the formal stages had 
been passed he should ask for the Bill to: 
be placed for its next stage as the first or- 

der in evening sitting. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON thought that the 
most important stage of the Bill and the 
best for discussion was when it was in 
Committee of the Whole. Noone wished 
to prolong the discussion. (Hear) 

Hon Mr McDOUGALL said that the 
amendments he had given notice of would 
be submitted in Committee, but he should 
not attempt to discuss them. He wished 
to see them upon the Journals of the 
House and before the country. Whether 
they came to a vote or not, would depend 
of course partly upon the way in which 
they were received by the House. 

The resolutions were then read a second 
time and referred to the Committee on 
the Manitoba Bull. 


MANITOBA BILL COMMITTEE. 


The House then went into Committee on 
the Bill. 


Mr. McDONALD (Middlesex) in the 
Chair. 

Several clauses were agreed to. 

On section 27. 


Mr. FERGUSON said that he considered 
that section unnecessary, the 26th stating 
that all waste lands were vested in the 
Crown. That placed such lands under the 
control of the Government, and the 27th 
section would only have the effect of tra- 
melling Government, it was most objec- 
tionable to reserve 1, °400, 000 acres of land 
for a population of 14, 000 half-breeds. He 
would be sorry to give them any reason to 
complain, but this wasreally doing too 
much for them, and would leave not quite 
a million of acres for incoming settlers. 
Although he did not wish to obstruct the 
passage of the measure, he would feel it 
his duty to moye that clause 27 be 
struck off. 

Hon. Sir G. E, CARTIER hoped his hon. 
friend would not press his motion. The land 
question was the most difficult one to de- 
cide of any connected with the measure ; 
it was one of the most important connect- 
ed with the welfare of the Territory; it 
would soon be necessary to construct a 
railway through Red River and consequent- 
ly the Dominion Parliament would require 
to control the wild lands. If the lands 
were left in the hands of the Local Parlia- 
ment there migzt be great difficulty in 
constructng the Br itish Pacific Railroad, 
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although the Dominion Government held 
the control of the lands it was only just to 
give something in return forthem. Thus 
arose the reserves. Was it not just and 
liberal to provide for the settlement of 
those who had done so much for the ad- 
vancement of the Red River country—the 


Indian half-baeeds? The intention of the. 


Government was to adopt a most liberal 
policy with respect to the settlement of 
the Territory. 

Mr. BOWELL wished to know whether 
a provision was made for the descendants 
of those early settlers who were not half- 
breeds. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER re- 
plied that it was the intention of the 
Government to deal most liberally with 
all occupants of lands in the ‘Territory. 
It mattered not what their descent 
might be. There would not be a 
penny exacted from any one holding a title 
from the Hudson Bay Company. ‘The de- 
scendants of white people had no preten- 
sions to the lands of the Territory, and 
consequently no provision was made for 
them inthe Bill. In further reply to the 
hon. members, Sir G. E Cartier said that the 
Indian Reserve was to do for all the tribes 
in the North-West. With regard to the 
provision for pure Indians there were only 
1,700 in the Province, and their claims 
would he provided for. 


Hon Mr. McDOUGALL said there was 
really no Indian claim such as was alluded 
to in the Bill. As soon as the Indian min- 
gles with the white he ceases to be an In- 
dian, and the half-breeds were just as in- 
telligent and well able to look after their 
own affairs as any white man. He referr- 
ed to the half-breeds who accompanied the 
delegates to Canada, as an instance of 
what he asserted. Mr. Monkman belong. 
ed to the tribe known among the Ameri- 
cans as Swampies, his mother being a full- 
blooded native, and he would prove thein- 
telligence of those men. The Indians of 
the Province claimed the lands given by 
Lord Selkirk. The first negotiation that 
he had at Pembina was with Indians, who, 
with their usual nagacity, said that the in. 
surrection arose with those who had come 
into the country, and not with the Indians. 
They asked him what the Government in- 
tended to do with their lands, and he had 
communicated with the Secretary of the 
Provinces. ‘he clause made no provision for 
them, and they could not go on the land 
and survey it with a view of settlement, 
without raising a war. The claim of the 
half-breeds was not founded on justice or 
law, and would lead to great inconvenience. 
The provisions of the Bill, that he had pre- 
pared, had a clause that every man going 
in and settling should have the right of 
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ownership of land, and that would meet 
the claims of the half-breeds. If there 
were any young half-breeds wanting land, 
they could obtain it by a free grant. But 
agriculture was not the natural pursuit of 
those men. They were hunters and trap- 
pers, and the only effect of those reserves 
would be to retard the settlemeut of the 
country, but not to settle the half-breeds. 
If free grants were given and a homestead 
provision made, the Government would 
have done their dnty and acted as justly 
and liberally as could be expected of them. 
What was it that kept Canada back, what 
but those reservations of land for one 
thing or another. Their very best lands had 
been shut off from settlement in that way, 
and the country had been placed ata dis- 
advantage compared with the neighboring 
Republic. Emigrants had passed through 
Canada to settle in the United States, 
where they could appropriate the best un- 
settled lands they could find. Canada’s 
very best lands had been reserved under 
the old English idea which hon, gentlemen 
opposite had in their heads, and which 
had been the curse of the country through 
that reservation. If they would agree on 
some conclusion respecting a Homestead 
Law and strike out those appropriations, 
they would follow the most just and liber- 
al course. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said the hon. 
gentleman had lately had opportunities of 
negotiating with those men and knew that 
compromises had to be made. He had 
seen articles writtenin the leading op- 
position paper in Ontario—the Toronto 
Globe—with reference to arrangements 
made by the Hudson Bay Company and 
the Indians; and the concessions made 
by the Hudson Bay Company were accept- 
ed, although it was contended by that 
paper and by the Canadian Government 
and people that that clause was not a good 
one; and the hon, gentleman agreed to 
pay £300,000 and to grant land to them, 
yet he now talked of the monstrous folly 
of reserves. The half-breeds were the 
insurgent party, and the English Govern- 
ment and people were very desirous that 
everything should be done that justice 
required. The Government had to do two 
things, either they had. to send an army 
to conquer those people and force them 
to submit, or to consider their claims as 
put forward by theirdelegates. They had 
at first claimed not only the whole Pro- 
vince, but the whole Territory, and it was 
of the utmost importance that those de- 
legates should return with the impression 
that justice had been done. There was 
no necessity for making provisions for 
white men ; but those half-breeds wanted 
some security that those who came into the 
Province under a lL.beral land policy would 
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not take possession of their lands. These 
settlers would be able to get all the land 
they required. Under the circumstances, 
was it not wise to yield to that small re- 
servation? That was one of the few con- 
ditions of getting peaceful possession of 
the Territory, and it would be folly to 
refuse such a small concession when com- 
pared with the amount of land which the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had been allowed 
to retain. 
from Indian titles, which would have to 
be dealt with by treaty with them. 

Mr. MACKENZIE ‘said they had every 
thing to do with the extinguishment of 
the Indian title. It was one of the con- 
ditions of obtaining possession of the 
Territory. The extinguishment of the half- 
breed title took one sixth of the lands 
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of the claims of the pure blooded Indians 
would take two-sixths of the entire area. 
There was half the Province gone. There 
were now 600,000 acres settled, and the 
Hudson Bay Company, besides holding 
10,000 acres in possession, claimed one 
twentieth part of the land of the Province. 
Taking water and waste lands from the 
country there was absolutely little or 
nothing left for emigrants to settle upon. 
That would be the result of the policy of 
the Government. Before they proposed 
to extinguish the half-breed title the House 
ought to know what the Government in- 
tended to do with the Indian title. With 
regard to the pressure of the English Goyv- 
ernment for the consideration of this 
claim, gentlemen on his (Mr. Mackenzie's) 
side of the House were always ata dis- 
advantage in those matters. He had 
moved for the production of correspond: 
ence with the Imperial Government in this 
matter, but it had never been laid before 
the House, and, so far as they were con- 
cerned, it had no existence. He advocat- 
ed the policy that the half-breeds who 
were the head of a family should have 
the title of 200 acres of land, and that a 
white settler should be put on the same 
footing, Bythat means they would avoid 
the possibility of keeping land in reserve 
for an indefinite time, and would promote 
its settlement. With regard to the argu- 
ment that the consent of the member for 
N. Lanark to the reserve of land granted 
to the Hudson Bay Company being a bar 
to his objecting to the proposed land re- 
serve, it ought to be remembered that the 
propositions of Lord Granville were 
accepted by the two Canadian delegates as 
that of an arbitrator whose decision both 
parties were bound to accept. He (Mr. 
Mackenzie) would rather have paid a 
large sum ofmoney to the Company, and 
not have granted the land, but under the 
circumstances he did not hesitate to say 


Hon. Sir Francis Hincks. 
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That was a different question | 


of | 
the new Province and the extinguishment | 
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the Government, when negotiating for the 
transfer of the Territory, had acted in a 
most wise and liberal manner, and al- 
though opposed to the Government of the 
day, he took occasion last Session to thank 
them for the manner in which they had 
conducted that transfer. The Finance 
Ministar was but a recent addition to the 
Cabinet, and he might almost say to the 
population of the country. It ill became 
the hon. gentleman to berate the hon. 
Minister of Militia for locking up the 
lands of the country. The new members 
of the Cabinet seemed to forget not only 
the proclivities, but the actions of their 
colleagues, and on every public debate 
that arose some hon. gentleman of the 
Governmeut got up and soundly thrashed 
some of his colleagues before he was aware 
of it. . Phus it was that he (Mr. Mackenzie) 
found it necessary to defend the hon. 
Minister of Militia from the attacks of the 
hon. Minister of Finance. (Laughter.) 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS. HINCKS and Hon. 
Sir. George E. Cartier rose together, 
when. 

Hon. Sir. GEORGE E. CARTIER ejacu- 
lated—I will defend myself, if you 
please ! 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS sat down 
discomfited, amid laughter, 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER then 
contended that any inhabitant of the Red 
River country having Indian blood in his 
veins was considered to be an Indian. 
They were dealing now with a territory 
in which Indian claims had been exting- 
uished, and had now to deal with their 
descendant—the half-breeds. That was 
the reason the new Province had been 
made so small. He coincided with the 
opinion of the hon. member for Lanark 
and his objections to the establishment of 
land companies. It would have been bet- 
ter for Upper and Lower Canada that 
such companies had never been incorporat- 
ed in their borders. 

Hon. Mr. HOWH#, in reply to Hon. Mr. 
McDougall, quoted from the Congressional 
Reports and instance in which the half- 
breeds had been recognized by the Govy- 
ernment of the Unitei States. 

Hon. J. HILLYARD CAMERON said that 
there had been no provision made for 
pure Indians in the organization of the 
Provinces of Quebec and Ontario, because 
they had not the power to extinguish the 
Indian titles, since it rested with the 
Imperial Government to do so by treaty. 
There was no comparison between that 
settlement with the half-breeds and the 
land companies objected to by the hon, 
member for Lanark. That- was more 
like grants made to the United Empire 
loyalties. He deprecated recriminations 
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and useless controversies between hon. 
members, and hoped all would vote in 
framing a fair and reasonable measure, re- 
cognizing the rights of those already re- 
sident in the Territory, and making pro- 
per provision for future settlers in the 
country. He would join the hon. member 
for Lanark, or any one who would ad- 
vocate the framing of measures which 
would permit emigrants to settle in the new 


Province of 


_ Province and choose lands without re- 


straint. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL contended that 
they had never recognized the half-breeds. 
The American Statute cited proved by its 
language the facts he had stated. The 
hon. member for Peel should re¢ollect 
that if any acrimonious tanguage had 
been used it had commenced on his side 
of the House. 


Mr. FERGUSON could not see how they 
could confirm the titles of minors, which 
indians were considered to be, and could 
accept the delegates as their guardians. 
He could not see how that grant could be 
taken to extinguish theirrights. Heasked 
the Finance Minister whether the repre- 
sentatives of the loyal portion were con- 
sulted with regard to these reserves if 
those rebel delegates were considered to 
represent thé-whole loyal population, the 
Bill would create ten rebelsin place of 
one. 


A division was taken; yeas 37, nay 67. 
The remaining clauses were then agreed 
to and the Committee rose and reported. 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS presented 
the eighth report of the Committee on 
Public Accounts, relating to the improved 
manner of keeping the accounts. 


At six o’clock the House rose for recess. 


AFTER RECESS. 
PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


Hon. Sir G. E.. CARTIER moved g¢gn- 
currence on the amendments to the Mani- 
toba Brill. 


~ Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said the resolu- 
tion of which he had given notice, and 
which he was about to move, was one 
which was much more likely to give satis- 
faction to a great majority of the people 
now residing in the proposed Province ; 
and, also in his judgement much better 
calculated to give satisfaction to the peo- 
ple of the Dominion. He did not believe 
that the circumstances of the country 
either now or within the next two or three 
years would be such as to justify the es- 
tablishment of a Government of the kind 
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proposed by the Bill of the hon gentle- 
men opposite. The House at its last ses- 
sion almost unanimously, with a full know- 
ledge of the settlement of that country, 
of the position of the people, their num- 
bers, habits, and probable wants, decided 
on a measure of a very different character 
from that now proposed by the Govern- 
ment. The measure of the Government 
was complained of in the country, and 
some of the newspapers of the Dominion 
objected, after that measure passed the 
House, on the ground that he did not 
recognize in any way the political rights of 
the people of that country, or rather their 
right to a voice in the formation of their 
Government. He thought it unfortunate 


that they did not, and as a member of 


that Government he took his share of the 
blame for not more strongly recognizing 
the rights of the people there to some 
share in the Government of their country. 
If the Government of the day had come 
down with a measure to amend that Bill 
so as to concede to the people there and 
those shortly to go there the right of man- 
aging their own affairs, although in some 
of its details it might have been objection- 
able, he would not have proposed an al- 
ternative measure to that which the Gov- 
ernment had proposed; but instead of 
framing a measure of that kind, the Gov- 
ernment had gone just as far to the other 
extreme. They now erred just as much 
in proposing a measure calculated for 
people accustomed to Government, and 
the machinery of Government, in the Bill, 
they expected to pass that House, as they 
did last session in adopting an autocratic 
system of Government. Why should not 
the Government take the happy medium? 
What pressure was behind them which 
compelled them to give those people, 
just emerging from a condition of serfdom, 
that complex form of Government. He 
had not heard from any source of informa- 
tion, reasons why it was expedient or ne- 
cessary inany degree. It was an expen- 
sive system, and that expense would fall, 
not only on the people of the new Province, 
but would burden the whole Dominion. 
It would create dissatisfaction through- 
out the entire country. They had been 
obliged to make great concessions to Nova 
Scotia. They had made great sacrifices to 
obtain the good will of the Secretary of 
the Provinces. But what inducement was 
there to make a Bill of that kind for 
people who did not ask for it. He pro- 
tested against the Bill, and called upon 
many of the members opposite, whom he 
knew were zealous friends of the Govern- 
ment and had discussed the various diffi- 
culties which met them in an earlier part 
of their career, but whom he knew were 
as anxious as any one on his side of the 
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House to see a successful Bill framed,’ he 
called on them to aid him in his endeay- 
ours to perfect the measure. In the Lower 
Provinces the Government had lost many 
supporters in consequence of the course 
they had taken in the matter. In Lower 
Canada, though he was not aware of any 
special causes of dissatisfaction, since the 
views of that Province were likely to pre- 
vail, he did not see any cause of complaint, 
but since the rebellion of 1837, of which he 
had some recollection, he had not known 
a time when there was so much political 
excitement and dissatisfaction respecting 
the administration of public affairs as in On- 
tario to-day. He had never known so un- 
popular a Government; and he had never 
known an Administration that had lost 
friends to such an extent as the present 
Government in dealing with that question, 
to say nothing of others. If the measure 
passed in its present shape it would add to 
the dissatisfaction to such a degree in the 
Province of Ontario, where the desire for 
Confederation was the greatest, that the 
people would look about for some means 
of release from that state of affairs. He 
should move his resolutions, in order to 
have them on the paper, and to give hon. 
members an opportunity to vote for a 
cheap Government for the North West, in 
the place of the expeusive one proposed 
by the Government measure. He had 
brought forward his resolutions in the way 
he had in reply toa taunt that had been 
thrown out by the Minister of Mililia. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said he had not 
thrown any taunts out. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said that he 
might have brought forward a simple 
amendment advocating the same principles 
which would be more likely to gain votes. 
The Government scheme was an obscure and 
defective one, and could never be worked 
out by an ignorant people, which the mem- 
ber for Toronto said the people up there 
were. In the 2nd clause, the Bill referred 
to an Act which was puzzling in its terms, 
and had already created difficulty in On- 
tario. ‘The Bill did. not state the subjects 
on which they could legislate, but sent 
them to a doubtful Act. In his scheme 
he proposed to make the Legislature the 
Government for local purposes, that being 
a single Chamber ; and he had also adopted 
a franchise which was much better suited 
to the requirements of the country than 
that proposed. The requirement of one 
year’s residence would deprive the best 
settlers of a vote, while leaving it in the 
hands of the less educated inhabitants it 
would drive away emigrants. hey should 
give the franchise to every British subject 
who stopped sufficiently long in the coun- 
try to show their intention to remain there. 


Hon. Mr. McDougall. 


Province of 
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He provided for no representation in the 
Dominion Legislature; but the time would 
come, of course, to reconsider this mea- 
sure. He thought, in the changing cir- 
cumstances of the country, that they ought 
to legislate for the present and not for the 
future. He denied, owing to the want of 
suflicient evidence, that the House had any 
right to accept the Bill proposed as meet- 
ing the wishes of the people in the Terri- 
tory. With the exception of Judge Black, 
they could not accept the so-called dele- 
gates as being the best authorities to ex- 
press opinions on that subject. The re- 
presentatives of the loyal people, who 
were all intelligent men, would not pre- 
tend to discuss the two schemes in their 
details in the character of representing the 
whole people. ,, They could only express an 
opinion. The House, therefore, had to 
consider merely what it thought was most 
suited to the present state of the country, 
(ttear.) The other difference between his 

plan and that of the Government was in 
regard to land. They must offer greater 
inducements to emigrants than they would 
find in Minnesota, if they wished to get 
them to come to their Territory. He pro- 
posed to give them 200 acres of land, a 
residence of 3 years, and a fee of $5, instead 
of, asin the United States, 160 acres, 5 
years, and $10. There were difficulties of 
various kinds in Minnesota, and several 
Canadian emigrants who had settled in that 
State had waited upon him at Pembina 

expressing their wish to go into the Red 
River Territory if a liberal land policy were 
adopted. ‘That was the case with many 
of the western States. The superiority of 
the land was acknowledged. He 
adopted, with modilications, the American 
homestead law, to which there was not- 
thing similar in the Government Bill. 
There was also another provision very im- 
portant which he did not find in the Govern- 
ment Bill. Hereferred to the school re- 
serve lands. That principle was adopted 
in the western States, and the good re. 
sults were very great, and itappeared that 
in forming that new Province, they should 
adopt that new system. He had put a 
provision into his Bill with that view, put- 
ting the whole control of them under the 
local authority. The member for Toronto 
had on Saturday spoken as if he held a 
brief from the Government—(laughter)— 


and contended, on legal grounds, that . 


ifany ill results had followed from his 
(Hon. Mr. MoDougall’s) taking any steps. 
to put down the then riot, that he would 
be liable for them until he had received 
the authority of the Queen’s proclamation. 
He denied entirely the truth of this rea- 
soning. Some remarks of his in his dis- 
patches had been referred to, but proved 
nothing. The proclamation by the Queen 


had ¢ 
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was requiréd by the Act, and an order in 
Council only was required. 


Mr. CHAMBERLIN—Did you receive 
the Order in Council? 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALIL said he had 
the agreement of Government that it 
would be issued. He had no notice that 
they had agreed to break their bargain, 
and had aright to assume that they 
would keep their faith. -He had received 
a few days before a letter from the Deputy- 
Governor of the Hudson Bay Compay, 
which stated: ‘We have received notice 
from the Colonial Department that the 
transfer will take place on the Ist Decem- 
ber in accordance with the wishes expressed 
by the Canadian Government.’’ The date 
of that letter was the 25th of September. 
In addition to that letter he received a 
letter from amember of the Administration 
which though marked private contained 
those words which might be made public: 
‘‘T received a letter from Mr. Rose, who 
is making necessary arrangements for the 
payment of the £300,000." This letter 
was dated the 4th of November. There 
he had the most direct information that 
the transfer would be made at the date 
agreed on. Then it had been asserted 
that he ought to have remained on the 
frontier for further instructions, but what 
was he to do, was he to send messengers 
who at that time of the year might have 
lost their way, or who might fail in 
carrying the document through to its des- 
tination? .No, under the circumstances, 
since he could not do anything else, he 
had acted in the manner in which he had 
done, not anticipating in the failure of the 
Government to keep faith with him. It 
seemed to some persons that the acts of 
Riel were nothing, and one hon. member 
had said with lugubrious countenance, if 
they were noticed there would follow a 
war of race against race. Did he mean to 
say that there were any persons in Canada 
who sympathized with the rebels? He did 
not believe that there was any foundation 
for that view. The insurrectionary party 
were the most disreputable inhabitants of 
the country, and were collected together by 
a bar-room loafer, and knowing the charac- 
ter of those men, he was amazed to find 
that hon. gentlemen would allow any ex- 
pression to fall from them to the effect 
that any attempt at restoring law and 
order would occasion offence to the mind 
of any one. So much for the charge 
brought by the member for Toronto that 
he (Hon. Mr. McDougall), was not right in 
appealing to the people, in asking the civil 
magistrate to call together the posse com- 
itatus to put down the riot that then exist- 
ed. Instead of being guilty of any crime, 
any 1 yal subject in that country should 
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have used every means in his power to 
put down the rebellion, and should have 
been supported by his country whatever the 
consequences might have been. The course. 
which the hon member for Hants pursued 
in Red. River was at least a most injudict- 
ous one, and made his (Hon. Mr. McDou- 
gall’s) position in Red Rivera most diffi- 
cult one. But what he felt more keenly 
was that when he met the hon. member 
for Hants, and when that hon. gentleman 
saw that he had his children with him, and 
was taking them to a wild and distant 
country, the hon. member did not warn 
him that he might be prepared to defend 
himself or find means of leaving them in 
safety if resistance was threatened. He 
(Hon. Mr. McDougall) did think it was an 
inhuman act on the part of that gentleman, 
knowing the difficulties to be encountered 
in the beginning of winter, and his party 
likely to be repulsed—that the hon. gen- 
tleman did not whisper that it would be 


expedient to leave his defenceless ones 


behind and go forward alone. The hon. 
gentleman might have made that sugges- 
tion and perhaps that might account for 
the hard feelings he had displayed towards 
the hon. member since ; but he (Hon. Mr. ‘ 
McDougall) had dealt with him as a public 
man and with his publicacts. He thought 
it was very wrong that the hon. member 
did not perform his duties, and for much 
of the expense, trouble and difficulties in 
Red River he thought that hon. gentleman 
was responsible. He would conclude by 
moving that the report be not now con- 
curred in, but the Bill be recommitted for 
the purpose of amending it by the resolu- 
tions, which have already appeared in the 
Globe. . 

Hon. Sir GEO. E. CARTIER said he was 
a little surprised at the remarks of his 
hon. friend—who belonged to the Liberal 
party of Ontario, while he (hon. Sir G. E. 
Cartier) belonged to the Conservative 
party of Lower Canada, which was in reali- 
ty the most liberal party in the Dominion 
—had made. In proof of that assertion 
he had only to refer to the struggle of the 
Lafontaine-Baldwin Government. At that 
time the Government of the day was sup- 
ported by only 10 members out of 41 re- 
presentatives from Upper Canada. When 
Mr. Baldwin was in power he was sup- 
ported, not by Liberals, but by Conserva- 
tives. He therefore claimed for his party 
that they were the most liberal in the 
country, and he claimed to be more liberal 
than the Opposition. The Government 
scheme was, if anything, too liberal, judg- 
ing fromthe terms of the hon. member. 
The scheme of last year was said to be too 
illiberal, and that one too liberal, and so 
he came forward withan intermediate one. 
The scheme of last year’ was, however, 
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only to lastone year. He did not approve 
of what had been done by the Red River 
people, (hear, hear.) He did not ap- 
prove of their being always termed rebels 
and insurgents, for they never pretended 
that they were opposed to the sovereignty 
of the Queen, (hear, hear.) Not that he 
had the least doubt that that was a pros- 
pective rebellion, so far as Canada was 
concerned, but as Canadian authority did 
not exist there, the rebellion did not affect 
them, except by prevent.ng them from 
exercising that power which they were to 
claim under the Act. He did not intend 
to refer to wnat had taken place in the 
Territory. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—Better not. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
they ought to drown those difficulties by 
He thought the people 


liberal measures. 
in the Territory were educated, and the 
‘conference at Red River would con- 


* 


trast favourably with theirs at Quebec. 
(Ironical hears.) The original inhabitants 
of Upper Canada were only 10,000 when 
the Province was formed; and the set- 
tlers now at Red River Territory would con- 
trast favourably with them. The scheme 


_ of the Hon. Mr. McDougall would cause 


discontent, and keep alive alarm and con- 
tention, thus preventing the settlement of 
the country. The Government Bill, if 
carried, would go abroad as the settlement 
of the Red River difficulty ; whereas the 
bastard Municipal Government proposed 
by the amendment would not achieve any 
such end. It would put off the formation 
of a Province for three years, and the 
population being increased, the amount 
to be received by them, instead of that 
proposed by the Government Bill, would 
be the Dominion would have to pay 
$13,000 on account of 80 cents per head 
for 17,000 of population, $23,604 being the 
amount which ought to be credited to 
them on account of the debt, and $50,000 
to carry on their Government—making a 
total of $67,204. That would carry on the 
Government for the next ten years; and 
then, supposing their population to have 
reached the limit of 400,000, to which the 
grant of 80 cents applied, the expenses to 
the Dominion would be $820,000 for 80 
cents a head, $23,604 representing the 
debt, and $30,000 for Civil Government, 
so that the highest charge to which the 
Dominion could be subject was $373,604 to 
secure what was to be so prosperous a 
Province. ‘l'here could be no doubt about 
these’ figures, but in his scheme the hon. 
gentleman would launch them into a ter- 
ritorial Government. The present was the 
most advantageous time to take in that Pro- 
vince on the score of economy. ‘Then he 
thought he had demolished the argument 
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of his hon. friend, and here they were 
offered an opportunity of erecting this 
Province at a cost of $67,000. If the hon. 
member for Lanark had succeeded in en- 
tering the Province, and establishing 
a Government as he proposed the cost 
would have greatly exceeded this sum. 
Then with respect to retaining lands, as he 
had before asserted, it was mainly with 
the object of constructing a British Pacific 
Railroad, and the cost of managing those 
lands would fall on the Dominion Govern- 
ment, and consequently the Government of 
Manitoba would be. the most economical 
of alllocal Govérnments in the Dominion. 
The hon. member for Lanark had rendered 
a just tribute to Judge Black who was 
without doubt the most eminent man in 
the Territory. [Father Richot, had been 
denounced by the hon. member, but the 
only crime that could be brought against 
him was that he was little conservant with 
political affairs ; whether it wasso or no, he 
(Sir George E. Cartier) would say that since 
he had the honour of being acquainted with 
Father Richot, he had found him discharge 
his duty as a delegate in avery moderate 
way, and with a strong desire that such a 
measure should be passed as would secure 
what was called the NorthWest Territory 
as a portion of Her Majesty’s Dominions. 
He (Sir George E. Cartier) had plenty of 
opportunities to listen to the rey. gent’s 
loyal sentiments, (hear, hear,and laughter.) 
Hon. members opposite might laugh, but 
they should not dispute what had passed. 
In different interviews with the rey. gen- 
tleman he found in these delegates gen. 
tlemen who were ready to accept anything 
that was likely to produce peace. The hon. 
gentleman said that those delegates did not 
speak the wishes of the country, but did the 
hon. gentleman meanto say that he did 
so, (hear, hear.) Had they not a_ better 
right to accept the opinion of those men 
as being better than that of the hon. gen- 
tleman opposite. With regard to land 
grants, there had been a discussion before 
recess, and it was unnecessary to repeat 
the arguments than advanced. The Goy- 
ernment intended to be liberal, and the 
claims of the half-breeds would be seen 
by those interested, to have been consider- 
ed. The Government agreed that the 
lots should be 200 acres. He might say 
that the intention of the Government was 
to pursue a land policy which would not be 
surpassed in liberality by any Province in 
the Dominion, or any State in the neigh- 
bouring Union, or by the Federal Goyern- 
ment itself, (hear, hear.) Ifthe children of 
half-breeds should fail to avail themselves 
of the liberal offers made them to settle 
on the reserves, theland would be forfeited 
to the Crown, With respect to the per- 
sonal remarks of the hon. member for Lan- 
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ark, he would say that after the affliction 
that. hon. member had sustained, and _ his 
appointment’ to the Governorship of the 
North-West, he (Sir G. E. Cartier) offered 
him his support ; but the Government was 
obliged to disapprove of his course in is- 
suing the proclamation at Pembina. The 
delay of payment was, no doubt, a plaus- 
ible argument; but in the instructions 
sent him, he was told to wait further in- 
structions before taking any course of 
action. All his colleagues were united 
in believing that the hon. member had 
acted in the manner he thought best un- 
der the circumstances. The hon. member 
should have seen that, although Govern- 
ment could not approve of the course he 
had taken, and though there had been 
illegalities in his conduct, they had never 
impugned his motives. He would con- 
clude by reiterating that their measure 
was more liberal, just, and economical 
than the measure proposed by his hon. 
friend. 

Mr. MACKENZIE had seconded the mo- 
tion of the hon. member for Lanark, not be- 
cause he approved of it altogether, but be- 
cause its general principles were sound. He 
believed the Government were proceeding 
now as much in a wrong direction as last 
session, when passing a Bill practically 
ignoring the right of the people of that 
Territory, and which ultimately led to the 
difficulties which brought on that discus- 
sion.. He believed it was necessary in pre- 
paring a form of constitution, by which 
those people should have some other ex- 
pression of popular will than that 
wh.ch had been proposed by the socalled 
delegates of Riel or of other representa- 
tives of the loyal people of the North- 
West. In other words, it was absolutely 
essential to form a Constitution by which 
they should have some legal expression of 
opinion of the people of that Territory. A 
state of tutelage was necessary for that 
country, such as was in existence in the 
Territories of the United States before as- 
piring to State constitutions. An error in 
the begining was much more serious and 
- more difficult to be overcome than an er- 
ror of any period of its subsequent his- 
tory, and while at the present time, they 
might provide what would meet the views 
of the people for a temporary period, that 
would be the wisest course to pursue un- 
der the circumstances. If hon. gentlemen 
had consulted the people of that Territory 
they would have found that theConstitution 
which the Government had prepared did 
not meet with their approbation. In the 
Bill of Rights it was demanded that a por 
tion of the public land should be appro- 
priated for the benefit of public schools; 
‘but the Bill did notdo so. They required 
Free Homestead and Pre-emption Laws; 
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but the Government provided nothing of 
that sort; and yet the Government con- 
tended that, in the absence of those two 
very necessary provisions, that had obtain- 
ed in all the American ‘lerritories—al- 
though without all those it was still more 
liberal than the scheme submitted to the 
House by the hon. member for Lanark. 
There was nothing more conducive to the 
prosperity of the people than ample _pro- 
visions for schools, and to give the freest 
access to public lands to enable them to 
prepare homes for themselves. The res- 
trictive policy embraced in the 27th clause 
was entirely unasked for by the people 
there. He had listened during the debate 
on the Bill to ascertain where the demand 
for that came from; but from the begin- 
ning till now, no one had vouchsafed an 
explanation as to who this demand for 
these reservations came from. The effect of 
this policy would be to shut up that portion 
of the Territory from immediate settlement, 
and turnemigrants from Manitoba to lands 
not more inviting, but less difficult of ac- 
cess, on the other side of the line. He 
was a little pained by the assertion of the 
hon. Minister of Militia that those people 
had never thrown off their allegiance, and 
had never done anything wrong, but stood 
up for the protection of their rights. If 
the people had been in any way oppressed 
or if any violation of their rights had taken 
place, he would not only justify but assist 
them so far as he could, if in the Territory 
or where he could render them assistance. 
A people suffering under oppression had a 
right to use almost any force to preserve 
their rights; but in that case there had 
been no oppression, but merely a ground- 
less fear that their rights might be inter- 
fered with, as the only incentives to their 
acts of disloyalty and violence. But the 
Hon. Minister of Militia was entirely 
wrong when he asserted that they never 
threw off their allegiance. Did the hon, 
Minister ever read their declaration of in- 
dependence? He would read it further— 
‘‘We solemnly declare, in the name of 
our constituents and in our own names, 
before God and man, that from the day 
the Government we always respected 
abandoned us to the people of a foreign 
land, Ruperts Land and the North-West 
became free and exempt from allegiance 
to that same Government.’’ Yet, after 
that declaration, the hon. gentleman said 
the people never threw off their allegiance. 
Could the hon. gentleman, at any period 
of his own history, have used more violent 
language ? 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—What 
Government is mentioned in that declara- 
tion? 

Mr. MACKENZIE—It could only be one 
Government—Great Britain.”’ 
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Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—It 
means the Hudson Bay Company. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said they must be ex- 
cecdingly obliged to the Minister of Mili- 
tia for being their constant defendant. 
_ They owed no allegiance to Canada or the 
Hudson Bay Company, and could only 
throw off their allegiance to the Govern- 
ment of Great Britain, and he believed if 
that measure were submitted to the peo- 
ple of that Territory it would be a most 
effectual way to secure the peace and con- 
tentment which this House desired to see. 
The Hon. Minister of Militia seemed to 
treat very lightly the treatment received 
by the member for Lanark in the North- 
West; while he (Mr. Mackenz’e) felt little 
political sympathy for his hon. friend, he 
in common with the majority of the people 
in Upper Canada sympathised with him in 
the way the hon. member had been treat: 
ed by his colleagues. He would therefore 
move that the Bill be committed, with a 
view to the adoption in the Bill of a Tem- 
porary and Territorial form of government. 
“‘That the Legislature should be chosen by 
popular voice, and there should be repre- 


sentation in the Dominion Parliament, . 


combining with due regard the rights of 
the people and the economical administra- 
tion of local affairs, the means of obtaining 
a knowledge ofthe public will as to form 
of the Legislature and the tenure of the 
lands of the Province, thus obviating the 
putting upon them of a form of govern- 
ment to which they might object.’ 
(Hear). If that notice were carried it 
would have the effect of modifying the 
Bill, and he did not move it against the 
Bill as a whole, but merely desired to ad- 
opt a temporary mode of government that 
would leave the House a year or perhaps 
two years for consideration, to obtain a 
more intimate knowledge of the country 
than at present they possess. At the time 
the last Bill was framed very few hon. 
members knew anything of the matter. 
Their information was then very defective, 
and was so yet. He did not doubt thai 
the information as to the Territory, deriv- 
ed from Father Richot and Judge Black 
might have been tolerably correct. He 
had no doubt the information derived from 
the loyal delegates was quite correct; but 
Judge Black was prejudiced in his views 
by his connection with the Hudson Bay 
Company, if they had in the first place a 
territorial form of government, a Legisla- 
ture elected in the same way as provided 
by the Bill of the Government, that would 
give an indication of the Government and 
Constitution, knowing that it was in accord- 
ance with the views of the people, and not 
in accordance with the views ofa few parties 
who were interested more or less in having 
a particular Constitution. At the present 
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time they knew that the Hudson Bay 
Company were, to a certain extent, res- 
ponsible for the whole trouble in that Pro- 
vince. They knew that Judge Black was 


connected with that Company, and that all 


his feelings looked in that direction, and he 
was therefore the most dangerous man to 
consult in framing this measure. As to 
the question of boundary, he thought the 
proposed limit was too small—at any 
rate it ought to be 100 degrees west. So 
insignificant was the Province that the 
Government might well put up a board 
fence around it and whitewash it. (Laugh- 
ter). 

Upon the question of concurrence in 
the resolutions reported from the Com- 
mitte of the Whole, respecting the pro- 
posed new Province of Manitoba. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE said—I did not think, 
sir, thatit would facilitate the progress of 
this important measure to enter into per- 
sonal explanations orto reply till ‘this 
moment to some of the speeches made by 
hon. members; but the time, I believe, 
has arrived when the House must feel. 
that some explanations on my part are 
called for. Now let me say here that I lis- 
tened the other day with a great deal of 
patience to a long tirade from the hon. 
member for Lambton, in which he was as: 
usual personally abusive; and I may  re- 
peat in his presence here, what I have had 
occasion to say in the Committee of public 
accounts not long ago, that that hon. gen- 
tleman, with all his pretensions to moder- 
ation and fairness, never loses an oppor- 
tunity of saying a savage and offensive 
thing in an exceedingly disagreable and 
unpleasant manner. (Hear, hear). Not 
only did the hon. member for Lambton as- 
sail me, but some of his followers—all the 
small curs, ‘Tray, Blanche, and Sweet- 
heart,’ (Laughter) one after the other 
ran barking at my heels. I felta little 


like the man who was stuck in the pillory — 


for an hour, and after everybody had pelt- 
ed dead cats and brick-bats at him for their 


own amusement, exclaimed at the end of — 


the hour, ‘‘my turn has come,”’ and then 
got up and returned all the dead cats and 
brick-batsat the heads of his tormentors.: 
(Laughter). Ido not, however, think it 
would be quite in accordance with good 
taste to returnall the foul and unclean 
things that have been hurled at me in the 
course of this debate. “I will, therefore, 
pass over a great deal of the bitter, un- 
just and unnecessary language of the hon. 
member for Lambton. 
the observations of the hon. member for 


South Waterloo (Mr. Young), partly be- — 
cause I was not present throughout, and — 


did not hear the whole of them. I will 
pass over too the skim-milk oratory of the 
hon. member for South Oxford. (Laugh- 


I pass over also — 


| 
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ter), And I will pass over the philosophi- 


cal declamations of my hon. friend from 
Bothwell, but I may say of him in passing 
that Iam not aware he ever says an ill- 
natured thing if he can help it. Now, the 
burden of all these people’s songs, as it 
has been the burden ef the hon. member 
for North Lanark’s violent oratory, has 


been my ill-treatment of the Ex-Governor 


of the North West Territory. With regard 


to that, perhaps the House will allow me 
to make an explanation ortwo. The hon. 
member for Lambton complained that 1 
was opposed to the policy of the acquisi- 
tion of the North West Territory; but the 
hon. gentleman forgot to tell the House 
what my policy was in regard to that 
question, as developed in a long speech 
which I addressed to the House two years 
ago. Was it to maintain the authority of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company? No. Was 
it to lock up that great country as a hunt- 
ing-ground for the benefit of that Com- 
pany? No. What then wasit? It was 
to call upon the British Government to do 
its duty to British America, to do its duty 
to the empire at large, by throwing 
that country open to settlement, and 
inviting the starving millions of other 


parts of the Empire and of Europe to en- 


ter and find homes—to populate the land, 

and make it fruitful for their own happi- 

ness. (Hear). My impression was, that 

the Imperial Government cwed it to us, 

owed it to their own dignity, owed it to the 

integrity of the Empire, to so deal with 

that country that no man would ever wish or 

ever dare to hoist there any flag except the 

British flag. My policy was that the Im- ! 
perial Government should have hoisted | 
the British flag in that Territory, thrown it 
open to settlement, assumed all the res- 
ponsibility of governing it, and ultimately 
organized it as a British Province, one of 
the family of nations in the Empire. Sir, 
I did object to Canada assuming the res- 
ponsibility of all that work ; I pointed out, 
with the forecast, I think, of statesman- 
ship, the perils we would run, the diffi- 
culties we would encounter, by pursuing 
such a course, and I thought the burden 
thrown upon Canada was a burden too 
heavy for this young country to. bear. 
Now, in view of the events that have oc- 
curred within the past few months, in view 
of the very things we have here to deal 
with to-night, in view of the difficulty we 
have in obtaining possession of that coun- 
try, and in view of the obstacles which 
may still exist to our getting into it, I 
think I may well claim that I foresaw and 
pointed out the perils into which the 
policy of a majority of this House was like- 
ly to lead us. Was I right or was I wrong? 
Why, if that country had been opened up 
and developed by Great Britian as I pro- 
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posed, we would have had the benefit of 
its trade, our young men would have found 
there afield for their energy and enter- 
prise, and Canada would no more have been 
bound to defend and protect it, than 
she is bound to protect other Provinces 
under the British Crown. But a majority 
of this House decided otherwise; and 
when I came up from my own Province 
and joined this Government I accepted 
that policy, as I accepted also the policy 
of Confederation, and I appeal to hon. 
gentlemen sitting around me, who have 
been my colleagues in the Cabinet for the 
last year, to say whether there is one of 
them who will for a moment countenance 
the belief that in working out that policy 
they have not had my loyal, warm and 
earnest support. (Cheers from the min- 
isterial seats). As for the hon. member 
for North Lanark, I will admit at once 
that, having acted with him, asa colleague, 
associated with me in transacting the bus- 
iness of the country, if I had shown. him 
the evil treatment which he and other 
hon. members on that side of the House 
complained of, I would be undeserving 
of the character ofa gentleman and un- 
worthy to address a body of gentlemen, 
such as those who are sitting around me. — 
Now, what are the facts? I had known the 
Hon. Mr. McDougall—I beg his pardon 
for naming him—for some years, as I had 
known most of the other leading public men 
of Canada. From the moment | sat down | 
with him in the Privy Council this was his 
position: Mr. Ferguson Blair was dead, Mr. 
Howland had been appointed Lieut. Gover- 
nor of Ontario, and he sat there as the only 
liberal, except my hon. friend from New 
Brunswick, hon. Mr. Tilley, in the Cabinet. 
Now, if [ have been anything all my life 
in politics, I have been a liberal. The 
party with which I acted in Nova Scotia, 
and which for many years [ had the 
honour of leading—that great party 
which secured for that Province all its 
important and useful public Works, and 
which carried into practial operation every 
broad and liberal principle of responsible 
Government and civil and religious liberty 
—was the liberal party. We called our- 
selves liberals and were notashamed of the 
name. When I came up here, then, 1 
found the hon. gentleman the only liberal 
representing Canada in the Government. 
Was it not natural that he should have 
my sympathy, as he had my cordial sup- 
port, in every measure which he propos- 
ed? He had my sympathy and as far as 
I know orcan remember an unkind word 
never passed between us. When I changed. 
my place in the Government and be- 
came Secretary of State for the Provinces, 
the proposition made to me to accept thats 
office was made on his own sofa tn his 
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own house, with no one present but the 
Premier, the hon. gentleman and my- 
self. I had reason to believe that that 
offer had his full approbation or I would 


never have consideredit. Well, what 
then? The moment that I ascertained that 


'-our colleagues, wno were then scattered 


about, approved of that appointment I 
accepted the position. What was the next 
step? I felt that I could not assume the 
duties of that office with justice to my 
own character, to this House, and with 
satisfaction to the country, without using 
every means in my power of acquiring that 
Information with regard to the North 
‘West which it is now apparent not a man 
Council-board was possessed of, 

the hou. member for North 
Lanark was the man of all others who 
The 
moment it was determined that I should 
accept the office, 1 consulted with that 
hon. member, and in accordance with 
whatwas then decided upon, he and I 
went, up together to Thunder Bay to 
overlook the progress of the road-makers 
under Mr. Dawson at that place and to 
examine the approaches to the country. 
Now, itis very easy after events have 
transpired to perceive errors and mistakes 
and where they ought to have been cor- 
rected, (hear, hear). Jam willing to give 
the hon. member for North Lanark credit 
for everything thatis his due; but I tell 
him in presence of this House that the 
first mistake he made was this: when we 
were at Thunder Bay he should not have 
come back to Canada, but if he had 
taken a canoe and gone quietly into the 
North West ‘Territory—(hear, hear)— 
he would have done an actof superlative 
wisdom for which he would have got 
anfinite credit at this hour. He preferred, 
however, to go into the Territory in great 
state. He talksof my notstopping on 
the prairie to confer with him, but if any 
one could have seen the great cavalcade of 
carriages, the number of women and 
children in his train on that frosty morn- 
ing, it would not have been wondered at 
that I did not stop, [laughter]. Why, 
Sir George Simpson, who for years was 
governor of the Hudson Bay Company, or 
governor McTavish never went in such 
state through the country before. Sir 
frequent and 
arduous journeyings over the country 
often went in a bark canoe attended by a 
few Indian guides and living upon the 
roughest fare ; governor McTavish, I have 
no doubt, travels as plainly ; but the hon. 
gentleman went out there as a great 


satrap paying a vist to his Province, with | States or Canada; but this I can say, th 
an amount of following, a grandeur of; every word he uttered, every thought t 
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half-breeds in the country,[great laughter]. 
That, I say, was his first blunder, and a 
great blunder it was. Now, then, what 
was my object in going to the North West? 
I have already said for information. Was 
information concerning that distant coun- 
try so abundant that no more was re- 
quired 2? Why, not a member of the 
Privy Council, nor so far as I am aware, 
not a member of this House had everseen 
or read the records of the council of the 
colony—the governing body of the district 
of Assiniboina. I performed that work, 
and of the seven or eight days I 
; spent in the Territory it occupied two 
‘of them. There was here at Ottawa no  ~ 
copy of the statutes in operation inthat 
country. Ibrought copies of them home 
with me for the infomation of the Minister 
of Justice and the other members of the 
Government. And does not everybody 
now feel that there was a vastamount ~ 
of information that ought to have been 
acquired before the hon. gentleman start- ‘ 
ed upon his journey? I profess to know 
nothing moreof the country than any- 
body else. I entered into it in entire 
ignorance of the state of affairs there, but 
I was not long in ascertaining that all was 
not so serene as our friends imagined, 
fhear, hear]. I have said that to gain 
information was my object. When I 
started from home I intended to go there 
alone, but when I got to Toronto I had 
the honour of dining with the hon. Mr. 
Macpherson, a Senator of the Dominion 
and the hon. Mr. Carling, and it was 
those gentlemen who first suggested the 
propriety of my associating myself with a 
party of Canadian merchants who were 
going out to that country, [hear, hear]. 
The hon. member for Lambton, with that 
ill-natured spitefulness which he so often 
exhibits in this House, spoke the other. 
| day of Mr. Sanford, one of those mer- 
chants, ina very offensive way, and I 
think that among other things he ealled  _— 
him a Yankee annexationist. Well, I 
make the declaration in this House that 
if he was or is a Yankee annexationist, my 
introduction to him wasby hon. gen- 
tlemen of this House who knew him intim 
ately and who represented him as being 
entirely upright and honest. Iwasthree — 
or four weeks in his company, andI do 
not hesitate to say that a more intelli, 
gent, thoughtful and upright man 
cannot, in my opinion, be selected from  — 
among the ranks of the commercial men 
of Canada. (Hear,hear.) Ihavenoknow- _ 
ledge as to where he was born, whether it ea» 


was in the Mother country, the United — a = 


my 


Y 
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for the interests of Canada in that North. 
West Territory. (Hear, hear.) At all 
events, if I got into bad company—and 1 


do not for a moment admit that I did—my 
hon. friends whom I have named are a 


- little to blame for it, and not myself. 


Now, it has been said that I ought to 
have held public meetings while I was in 


the Territory, and explained to the people 


the intentions of the Canadian Govern- 


~ ament, 


Why, sir, when I was at St. Paul 
Imet many commercial men who had 
heard and seen me at the Detroit commer- 
cial convention, and who did me the 
honor of saying that they would like to 


_ hear me speak again on public questions, 


and that if ] consented to attend they 
would call a mecting there, so anxious 
were the people to know what Canada 


‘meant, and what policy was intended to be 


pursued in regard to the North-West. It 
wotld have given me great personal grati- 
fication to have appeared before an as- 
semblage of the people of St. Paul in the 
large hall which they cffered to procure 


_for the purpose, and to have made a 


speech to them upon a subject in. which 


they as well as ourselves took an interest. 


But [ was not sent abroad to deliver lec- 
tures and make speeches to the public. 
Iwas sent abroad for a totally different 


-purpose—to get information. I there- 


fore declined the invitation which was so 
courteously and flatteringly given to me, 
and held no meeting at St. Paul. When 
1 got to Winnepeg I soon began to get an 


inkling into the state of affairs there. 


We hear a great deal about the “loyal” 
people of the Territory—the Canadian 
party as they are called. Why, sir, I am 
old enough to remember when the people 
of Nova Scotia first claimed the great right 
of Responsible Government, who it was 
that raised the loyal cry then in that Pro- 
vince; and what was that loyal cry? 
Why, that we who demanded that right, 
and who were opposed ito the ‘ loyal’ 
people of that day, were malcontents and 
rebels to the Crown. And do we not 
know that in every one of these Provinces 
there was a jolly lot of nice old people, 
very good in their way, and highly respec- 


~ table and influential, who in all our strug- 


gles for responsible representative govern- 
ment have always claimed that they were 
the “loyal’’ people par excellence, and 


that the masses of the people were rebels 


and traitors? Do we not know that it 
was to the obstinacy and injustice of the 
“ loyal’? people in Upper Canada that 
much of the responsibility for the troubles 


of 1837-8 is due; and that the same, 


characteristics of the ‘loyal’? people in 
Lower Canada went far to cause the un- 


fortunate events which occurred at the 
game time 


in that Province? (Hear, 
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hear.) And with regard to the Lower Pro- 
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
all [can say is that we had a body of 
people there who claimed all the loyalty, 
all the intelligence and all the respectabil- 
ity, and held that the masses of the people 
counted for nothing. . 

Mr. RYMAL— 'That’s so. (Laughter.) 

Hon. Mr. HOWE—Well, I found that 
they had a similar class of ‘ loyal’ people 
in the Territory, who assumed all the airs 
of a superior race. Who were they? 
People who had chiefly gone in to survey 
the country or make a road, and their 
quality may be guessed from the fact 
that they allowed themselves, one and all 
of them, to be cooped up in Dr. Shultz’s 
house, forty or fifty in number, and were 
captured like a coop of chickens by this 
man Riel, who has been called a bar-room 
loafer, but who, at any rate on that occa- 
sion, showed sufficient resolution and 
strategical ability to secure them. He 
may be a bar-room loafer, but he had 
brains enough to coop them up in that 
house, and then to drive them into Fort 
Garry like aflockof sheep. (Laughter and 
signs of dissent.) Why, sir, with all their 
professions of loyalty not one of them fired — 
a shot for Canada; but surrendered at dis- 
cretion, were marched off to prison, and 
there they stayed. And that shows pretty 
conclusively, I think, what their power 
and influence was in the Territory, and 
what their tact and military strategy were. 
This was the handful of people for whom 
we were to sacrifice the North-West Ter- 
ritory and its inhabitants! Why, I do 
not hesitate to say that if we were to 
adopt the policy urged by the hon. mem- 
ber for North Lanark, and take this hand- 
ful of men into our councils—shutting out 
from all consideration the descendants of 
the original owners of the soil, who form 
the mass of the people there, and framing 
a measure to please this body of “ loyal’ 
people alone, instead of a measure of jus- 
tice to all—we would have done an act of 
madness which we would never cease to 
repent andregret. (Hear, hear.) Among 
the other accusations that have been made 
against me was that I hauled down the 
British flag or somebody’s flag with the 
word ‘ Canada’ upon it. Now, what are 
the facts touching that matter ? They are 
simply these: As I rode into Winnepeg I 
saw a flag flymg over a house at the road- 
side with ‘* Canada’’ upon it. I was told 
it had been hoisted in honor of my ar- 
rival by a person putting himself forward 
as the representative of Canada and Cana- 
dian interests, and who was nursing and 
fostering this little clique, and holding 
out the idea that he was something very 
little less than the Government of Can- 
ada, (Cries of ‘‘ Name.’’) I need not 
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mention any name just now. The moment 
I ascertained that fact I found further 
that there was an individual who made 
himself marvellously conspicuous by 


writing letters home to the Canadian 


newspapers ridiculing the half-breed 
people. I had no desire—rather a de- 
cided objection—to have my name asso- 
ciated with parties of that kind, and by 
refusing to do so it seems I incurred the 
undying hostility of those people who af- 
terwards were largely instrumental in de- 
ceiving the member for North Lanark 
as to the real condition of affairs in the 
Territory. But as to the flag, did I puil 
itdown? NotI. I never went near it. 


Did I order any one to pull it down? 
No, not I. Inever gave or had a right to 


give any order about it. How long it 
hung there Ido not know. The man who 
hoisted it seemed to enjoy his demonstra- 
tion without interruption, for so far as I 
saw or knew no attempt was made to in- 


. terfere with him. At any rate, there is 
not aword of truth in the accusation that 


I either hauled it down myself, or ordered 
any one else todo so. (Hear, hear.) But 
the member for Lambton says I ought to 
have held meetings and ‘‘ seen everybody”’ 
in the Territory, explaining to them 
the intentions of this Dominion. Well, 
I think that hon. gentlemen who know 
mae know that Ivery rarely shrink from 


attending a public meeting wherever I 


may be asked, if 1 should consider it my 
duty to attend. Since I have resided in 
Ottawa I have attended a dozen or more 
literary or social gatherings of one kind 
or another, and I rather approve of the 
practice of members of the Government 
setting a good example, by appearing on 
such public occasions wherever the object 
is a worthy and creditable one. But hon. 
members must see that in Winnepeg it is 
altogether a different matter—that the 
population there who it now seems it would 
have been desirable to operate upon 
were those French half-breeds who have 
since prevented the hon. gentleman's en- 
trance into the Territory. .Now, I ap- 


-pealto hon. gentlemen to say how it was 


possible for me to address them intelli- 
gibly, however anxious I might have been, 
when in early life I neglected to do 
what I advise every young man in Can- 
ada to do—to speak the French language 
tiuently ¢ (Hear, hear.) Suppose I had 
called public meetings, could [ have ad- 
dressed them in their own language with 
which alone they are familar? What 
possible good could I have _ effected 
Suppose [ had called meetings and 
made speeches which would have had 
the effect of agitating the people there— 
one party siding with me and my 


views and another perhaps opposing them 


Hon. Mr. Howe. 
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—what would haye been alae then ae ety 
would then have been told—and hon, 


first. to say it—that the people there 
were all quiet when I went amoygst Aaa 
that I started them up by my speeches, 
that their feelings were roused and their — 
jealousies excited by my over anxiety for 
personal display—-that, in fact, every- 
thing would have gone on quietly and sat- 
isfactorily if I had ‘hot set the people in 
motion by my very maladroit statements. 
(Hear, hear.) Sir, Iwas. not such a fool. 
Iam rather too old a bird to be caught 
ina trap like that—(laughter)—and for 
the reasons | have given now and on a 
former occasion those meetings were not 
held ; and looking back at the course of 

events as they have occurred since, I am 
delighted that I resisted the invitation — 
that was given tome. When I say invi- — 
tation I do not mean that any publigin- — 
vitation was extended to me. Two or 
three people came into my room and 
asked me whether I would not address 
a meeting of the inhabitants; but no re- ep { 
quisition was got up, nor was any formal. 
proposition made to me in any shape, to 
hold a public meeting in the Territory. So 
much for that char ge. (Hear, hear.) 


Now, who were the chief persons that I 
saw? Wewere told that I threw myself into 
the hands of one Bannatyne,—that I would — 
not see any of the loyal people. Why, sir, 
that is not true! I saw Dr. Schultz, and if — 
he had chosen to walk into my room; he> 
could have come there and given me any — 
information that he pleased. My room 
was open every day to any one in Winni- ~ 
peg—to every man of the loyal party: they 
came and went as they pleased, and were — 
free to give any information they had. to |) 0m 
impart. Well, sir, I saw the Bishop of hey 4 
Rupert's Land, Archdeacon McLean, Judge 48 
Black, Rev. Mr. Young. Mr, Kennedy, and | 

many others, and I saw, also, Governor 
McYavish, and if there was going to be an 
insurrection, was it not probable thatsome + "4 
of all these gentleman would have toldme 
ofit? Was it likely that there could be 
such a thing known to these hon. gentle- 
men, and yet none of them impart it to 
me? (Hear.) Surelynota man of them 
knew of it, and if nota man of them knew 
of it, how was Ito find it out?. (Hear.) 
Colonel Dennis was there, and I saw him > 
several times—but he had no iuformation — 
to give, and he gave me none. Mr. Snow — 
was there, and he never came near me, for — 
reasons which were sufficiently clear to ni Re: 
ownmind. He had lived there fifteen 
months, and if he had any reason to beli 
that there was to be an insurrection, V 
dit he not come and give me info rm 
of it. Lt a, ee 
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Hon. Sir GRORGE E. CARTIER.—Hev, 
hear. 
_ Hon. Mr. HOWE.—Now, sir, I was bonnd 
to be back here by the Ist November, but 
let me say thatas I was drivmg about, I 
found that there were sources of uneasi- 
ness in the population, and there was a 
good deal of fear and alarm about the re- 
sult of what was to occur. Well, sir, to 
every leading man who called upon me, 
and to every “leading man I called upon, I 


frankly and openly avowed what the policy 
_ of Canada was and would be. 
declared that although the measure 


I frankly 


last session was to some 
a preliminary measure, they 
might be assured that the Government 
meant fairly by them—that the intention 
was to draw in the talent and information 
of the country round Mr. McDougall, and 
that as soon as the population were ready, we 
were prepared and intended to give them 
the same institutions as existed in the 
other Provinces (hear). Now, sir, with 
regard to the hon. member for Lanark 
himself, I anticipated no personal objec- 

tions. I knew nothing to his prejudice, but 
Ifound many rumors “afloat, and much sus- 
picion. First, there was ‘the Manitoulin 
case. Inever heard of it till I got to Win- 

nipeg. 1 could not explain it, for it was 
beyond the reach of my com} orehension 
(hear). Butt found that there was a great 
deal of objection in certain quarters, arising 
out of this Manitoulin difficulty chear). 
Whatever that was, sir, I accept the ex- 
planation made by the Hon. Minister of 
Justice, when he said, being cognizant of 
the facts, that he acquitted the hon. mem- 
ber for North Lanark of any blame. But, 

{ say, perhaps the people of that country 
had not all the facts, for if they had astrong 
prejudice existed against the hon. member 
for North Lanark, arising out of that trans- 
action. What more? “Why, sir, there 
were scattered personal objections to the 
hon. gentleman. And when I found that 
this sort of prejudice was afloat in the 

minds of the people, I declare in the pre- 
sence of the hon. gentleman, as I do in the 
presence of this House, that one-third of 
every sentence I uttered on the borders of 
the Red River and Assiniboine, was a per- 


passed 


sonal defence of William McDougall (hear, 


hear). After defending him from all- 
comers, [often used a phrase to which 
exception was formerly taken, thatif “he 
was a sensible man” he would do just as I 
am doing—he will come inhere and see for 
himself. He willnot make an appoint- 
ment until he has seen who people are, 
and what interests they represent. This i is 
what he will do if he is a sensible 
man,’’ as I certainly, at that time, believed 
him to be. PerhapsI have changed my 


__. opinion since, (hear, hear, and laughter.) 


“pe 
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Now, I must say that in some way or other, 
there was a strong prejudice against him— 
they did not like his manners and distrust- 
ed his fitful temper, and I begin to have 
great doubts whether on that score their 
information was not better than my own, 
(renewed laughter.) But at all events, to 
sum it all up, the general’ feeling, I must 
say, was that he was not ‘‘the man for 
Galway’ ’—that he was not the style of man 
that they wanted. But I declare in his 
presence, upon my honour, that against 
all assailants in all circles [ made a loyal 
defence of my colleague, the hon. member 
for North Lanark, (hear.) Then came the 
complaints of the hon. gentleman as to 
my conduct when I met him on the 
Prairie. He complains that I did not tell 
him something that I did not know, 
(laughter.) Why, sir, I explained on a 
former day: 
planation clear and perfect then, let me 
make it clear and perfect now—the last 
interview that I had was with Governor 
McTavish, who is a man I take it that will 
not falsify his word. I took him by his 
hand and begged of him to sink all feeling 
of antagonism, and when Mr. McDougall 
came into the Territory that he would take 

-a seat in his Council and give him the best 
advice, (hear.) That was the last advice 
that I gave to Governor McTavish. What 
were his last words to me? Shaking me by 
the hand, he said: ‘“‘ Mr. Howe, if this ex- 
periment fails, the Company will cease to 
exist,’’ (hear,) and he said also that he 
had summoned the Council of Assiniboine 
to prepare an address of welcome to the 
hon. member for North Lanark on his 
coming into the Territory, (hear.) Now, sir, 
Trode out and met the hon. gentleman on 
the Prairie, and what could I have 
told him if I had kept him there a 
month; I could have told him nothing 
but that whatever the uneasiness, what. 
ever the personal objections on one side, 
there was the assurance of Governor Mc- 
Tavish, atthe last interview that I had 

‘with him, that the existence of the eom- 
pany was bound upin the success of Ca- 
nada’s experiment, and that he was pre- 
paring an address of welcome to Canada’s 
Governor. (Hear.) And what then Sir ? 
I felt if it had not been such a day as it 
was ; that it would have been pleasant to 
have had an hour’s chat and to tell him 
what had occurred, and how I had met ob- 
jections. Then the hon. gentleman com- — 
plains that I did not write to him. Well, 
Sir, as [have shown I had nothing very 
particular to write about. When I got to 
Fort Abercrombie, I was tired and weary— 
I was to start next day in a coach for a 
three day’s ride—there was no quiet place | 
in which I could write, and I felt that 
three or four days would make very little 


ful Government; and if dealt with firmly, 


_domy best to make your mission a suc- 
 €ess. 
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difference ; and now, Sir, I hold in my | heavy responsibilities, but, sir, whatever Bere 
hand a letter marked private, which has | the hon. member for North Lanark may 
not been brought down, and I willread it,| have felt in his lonely hut at 
leaving out a single passage. It is as fol- Pembina, he —_— cannot conceive 
lows :— —at-» léast ~ he seems never to ~ 
Spe eee: have appreciated—the feelings with which = 
his colleagues at Ottawa read these remark- 
able documents, when we found that he 
had precipitated a crisis—that without 
waiting for instructions he had issued a 
proclamation in the name of the Queen, 
founded upon an Act which had never — 
been performed. He says, ‘you ought 
to have paid the money ?”’ I gave him ar 
answer to that question the other day. His. 
own letters, his own despatches were an 
answer, the very fact that he was barred. 
out of the country by an insurrectionary 
force was sufficient warranty for the 
non-payment of the money. When these. 
extraordinary documents came to Ottawa, 
I have no hesitation in saying that I enter- 
tained no unkind feelings for the hon. gen- 
tleman. My hon. friends here know that. 
there,was not one of his colleagues but felt 
that in issuingthis proclamation, he had 
acted in advance of the Sovereign, proba- 
bly with good intentions, but had miscon- 
ceived his instructions and exceeded his 
powers, that he was not the lawful Goy- 
ernor of the Territory, and had issued a 
commissiun to Colonel Dennis, which no ~ 
man could read then without. horror, or 
can read now without laughing. For 
several days the letter of 
censure was laid before the Council 
and it was thoughtfully considered. If 
have been taunted in this matter, and a 
personal quarrel with the hon.. gentleman 
has been attempted to be forced upon me. 
Sir, I have no hesitation to accept the res- 
ponsibility of that despatch. There was 
not a member of the Council who could 
sleep in his bed from doubt and ap- 
prehension during that week of suspense. 
Why, sir, if the Almighty had not inter- 
posed, and we are told that “there's a di- 
vinity doth shape our ends, rough hew | 
them as we may” and the ends of ‘the ex- 
Governor were rough enough God knows, 
but the divinity robed around that people 
with too much good sense to rise at the 
bidding of a stranger and cut each other's 
throats. With all the zeal exerted by the 
missionary he sent into the country, he 
could not persuade the’people torise. At 
last, the Bishop of Rupert’s Land took 
him in hand, and told him that his pro- 
ceedings were calculated to involye the — 
settlement in carnage. (Hear.) Now, 
sir, how. did we feel? Day after day ea 
had given to Colonel Dennis. Now, let | met im Council, and waited for informa-— 
me say that I have had some periods of | tion. Suppose Col. Dennis had ee 
anxiety in my political life- I have passed | in raising the population—suppose fireand 
through some exciting scenes. I have had | sword had passed up the Assiniboime and — cae 
in the course of my life to assume some ie down the Red River—do you ie Ore S 
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Str. Pau, Oct. 31st, 1869. 


My Dear Macpovueati,—l got here yes- 
terday at noon, and go east to-morrow 
morning. lI wassorry not to have had an 
hour’s chat with you, but what I had to 
say lies so obviously on the surface that 
your own judgment will guide you cor- 
rectly, even if it be unsaid. I found a great 
deal of misapprehension and prejudice 
afloat, and did my best to dissipate it. 

ey * It would be a great mis- 
take to patronize a little clique of persons 
at war with the more influential elements 
of society. These are sufficiently mixed 
and heterogeneous to require 
delicate handling, but they 
must form the basis of any success- 


courteously and justly, I have no doubt 
can be organized and utilized, till the 
foundation is widened by immigration. 
Lhope that MacTavish, who is much es- 
teemed, will take a seat in the Council, 
and give you cordial support. The half- 
breeds are a pecular people, like our 
fishermen and lumbermen, but they doa 
large amount of the rough work of the 
country, which nobody else can do so well. 
I hope the Priests will counsel them wisely, 
and that you may be able to draw in some 
of their leaders to cooperate in the busi- 
ness of Government. With the English 
population there will be no difficulty, if 
we except two or three American traders, 
who are annexationists. The Indian ques- 
tion was not presented to me in any form, 
as [saw none of their chiefs, but they repu- 
diate the idea of being sold by the Com- 
pany, and some form of treaty or arrange- 
ment may be necessary. Anything will be 
better than an Indian war at that distance 
from the centre. I have a keen insight 
into the difficulties before you, and will 


Believe me, your’s truly, 
JOSEPH HOWE. 


Sir, what more could I write to any man 
than that (hear). Well, I returned to 
Ottawa,and by and bye came the news from 
the hon. gentleman of the obstructions pre- 
sented to his entrance, and then at the 
back of that came the issue of his procla- 
mation and of the commission which he 
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one of us, sitting on the Treasury benches 
now, thought that the loss of office was a 
matter of deep consideration? No sir, sor- 
row and apprehension were the feelings 
uppermost at the moment because lovers 


ef our country, and anxious for a 
peaceful solution of the difficulties 
‘in the West, we did not know 


at what hour we might be arraigned 
as murderers, having sacked houses, com- 
mitted outrages and destroyed the whole 
thriving settlement, (hear, hear.) Now 
sir, | have no hesitation in. saying that I 
would not have sat one hour in the coun- 
cil,if I had been called upon to assume 
responsibility of that © man’s 
acts, or of the proceedings of his Lieute- 
nant acting under him. Sir, lam proud 
to know that we stand here to-day with 
our public despatches in our hands. By 
and bye, . when these are col- 


lected and put together ina brief pam- 


phlet, I may bequeath them to my child- 
ren as honourable testimony of the way 
in which their father acted in these trying, 
harassing and difficult 
(hear, hear.) Now I may say, Mr. Speaker, 
that [am almost inclined to apologize to 
you and the House for using a few words 
the other day, that were intemperate and 
unparliamentary, but the language of the 
member for North Lanark was so unbe- 
coming—his language to his own col- 
leagues on the treasury benches, was so 
discourteous, that perhaps my temper got 
the better of my judgment. All I can say 
is, that I leave it to the House to decide 
whether I have ever before violated the 
decorum of debate—whether I have ever 
made an unkind, unjust attack upon any- 
body, (hear)—if I have, all I can say is, 
that Iam sorry for it. Now sir, I think 
gentleman was 
charging us with holding negotiations with 
the emissaries of Riel, he was hardly 
making a fair charge, because, when he 
wrote to Riel, he was as much a rebel as 
he isnow. He had not, itis true, com- 
mitted a murder, but he was as much up 
in arms then as he is now, (hear,) and if it 
is wrong for us to hold any negotiations 


‘with the delegates, it was equally wrong 


for the hon. member for Lanark to write 
that letter, and above all things, to say 


that he ‘‘trusted in his honor,”’ and hoped 
to meet him in secret without any of his 


friends being present. (Hear.) Now sir, 
Icome to the hon. gentleman’s return. 
Ladmit at once to the House that if he 


had returned to Ottawa, and said to his 


colleagues, ‘think you have acted hastily 
and unkindly by me. Hear all the cir- 
cumstances and all my explanations, and 
judge of me then.’’ We would have judged 
fairly and treated him kindly. But before 


he returned we heard rumours of inter- 
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views with the hon. gentleman, and in all 


sorts of reports we had evidence of his 
feelings. In his speech at Lanark his ill- 

temper broke out, and afterwards, in one - 
of the papers which supports the hon. gen- 
tleman—I will not undertake to say that 
he writes in it—but at any rate it supports 
the hon. gentleman, we found that Sir 
Goorge E. Cartier was denounced as 2 mur- 
derer! Langevin was a murderer! Howe 
wasa murderer! (shame). And all this 
language hurled at hon. gentlemen who 
were labouring to re-establish peace 
(cheers). Now, with regard to this man 
Riel who shot Scott? Somebody has 
said that “a blunder is worse than a crime,”’ 
but to shoot Scott was a blunder as well as 
acrime (hear), The man could not have 
understood the policy of his own position. 
He made a gross mistake in shooting that 
man; and not a member of the Privy 
Council, nor aman in this House but con- 
demns him for it (cheers). By and bye a 
gentleman named Alcock was quoted, ' and. 
it was said that he was so disgusted with 
me that he refused to drive me again, but 
I have here a letter written by him to an 
Ontario paper, and afterwards republished 
in the Canadian News, in which he speaks 
of “the honour of driving Mr. Howe” about 
the Territory (hear); and I have the testi- 
monyof gentlemen who were with us on that 
drive, who knew that Mr. Alcock invited 
us to go with him the following day to 


Portage La Prairie, which we were 
unable” to-do. « ‘Then;") Air (i san- 
ford was challenged as a _ witmess, 


and we were told that he and I drank 
champagne with Riel, butI never saw Riel ’ 
in all my life, and [never drank champagne 
either with him or with anybody at Red 
River. In fact, I do not believe that there 
was a bottle of champagne in the Territory 
fit to drink. Then Mr. Turner, whois a 
highly respectable man, and is, or was, — 
chairman of the Chamber of Commerce at 
Hamilton, and who travelled with me for a 
month, contradicted all that had been ~ 
written. Captain Kennedy was next ap- 
pealed to, and by-and-bye out comes a 
letter from the Captain, flatly contradicting 
my assailants, and I have here a letter from 
Mrs. Kennedy, which a friend sent me the 
other day. I will not read it (cries of 
‘vead’’ and laughter.) 

It is hardly fair to read it, ske heard 
every word I uttered in her house, but I 
would not like to read a lady’s letter in 
Parliament, (laughter.) J am sure that 
anybody who saw the lady herself would 
not doubt her, for intelligence and lady- 
like manner she could not be exceeded by 
any lady in Canada, (cries of ‘‘read, read.’ 
I holdin my hand a piece of evidence of an- - 
other description from the Bishop of 
Rupert’s Land, written in a letter to a gen- 


' Was 


and by we may be able to say 


_ than Joseph Whelock never existed. 
son, @ printer, emigrated to Minnesota, and 


-who saved his life ? 


tleman here in Canada; and does 


sentiments or anything of the kind? No, 


sir, but the Bishop of Kupert’s Land says 


that he himself had no suspicion that there 
to be an outbreak, and he 
says, speaking of Mr. Howe, personally, he 
only regrets that he had not come into the 
country six months before (hear, hear.) 
Now, sir, I need not, I think, waste more 
time with these absurd slanders. Gentle- 
men who surround me here have been 
charged with being the cause of Scott’s 

murder. Butletme trace the causes of 
that unhappy event. The ex-Governor and 
his lieutenant created an impression in the 


- Territory that any man might take up arms 


and make war, and the very movement of 
Col. Dennis led to the capture of the Cana- 
dians. The expedition from the Portage 
followed, and led to the capture of Captain 
Boulton ‘and his people, and that to the 
subsequent death of Scott, without any 
man in the Government, or any man in 
Canada, having any knowledge of the state 
of things there, or anything to do with 
it. But there is one thing that 
ought to be remembered Captain 
Bolton himself was sentenced to die, and 
Why, sir, Don: ld A. 
Smith, the delegate sent there by this 
Government. 


Mr. MACK ENZIE—I don’t believe it. 
Hon. Mr. HOWE— Well, I believe it. 


- The hon. member for atten says that 
the Bill for last year was defective because 
there was no popular choice. Well, sir, 
if it was so, who is most to blame? L 
who was a comparative stranger here last 
spring, or the hon. member for North 
Lanark, who had the whole conduct of that 


matter ? Then we were told by the hon. 


member that the country belonged to 
Canada. Yes, but has Canada gotit ? Why 
sir, we have got a long wearisome journey 
to ‘travel before we can say the fertile belt 
belongs to Canada. We have an expedi- 
tion to send to that country, and by 
with 
some degree of truth that the fertile belt 
belongs tous. The hon. member made 


‘another observation about an apostate 


Canadian that, he says, lives at St. Paul’s 

Why, sir, the apostate ‘Canadian, the hon. 
gentleman does not know. In the beauti- 
ful county of Annapolis lives Mr. Joseph 
Whelock: He is a man wealthy and high- 
ly respectable. I have long known, and 
have been a welcome guest in, his cultivat- 
ed and charming family, and, sir, a more 
honourable name and a more upright man 
His 


commenced to publish a newspaper where 
he now lives, and, by dint of thrift, great 


Hon. Mr. Hore. 


he 
charge Mr. Howe with uttering disloyal 
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ability, and energy, he has set wy 
up to be to-day the eJitor of the leading — 
organ of the Republican party in that — 
State. When I went to St. Paul, this gen. ig 
tleman did me the. nei to callupon 
me. I was. pleased. _ see shim, am 
having known that he had, < his profes- 
sion, made for himself an "honorable posi- 
tion, and since the last few weeks he has _ 
been elected by his party to be postmaster 
of the city of St. Paul. Now, that gentle- 
man showed me, going and coming, allthe —__ 
courtesy which one gentleman could show 
another, and when, sir, hardly knowing f 
who to trust to get a letter to the hon. 
member for North Lanark, when the roads 
were unsafe, when the mails were opened, 
I sent two letters to his care. But I 
would not ask young Whelock to commit 
an act that might compromise his political = 
sentiments and position in that country, 
but I knew that I could trust him. — 
As the Minister of Justice testified, the 
other day, he was worthy of confidence, 
and the lettersreached their destination 
though the Collector of Customs, who the 
member for North Lanark himself acknow- 
ledged had acted fairly by him. Now, sir, 
I say thisin explanation because I know 
Joe. Whelock above anything dishonor- 
able, but he resides in St. Paul, and in his 
high political position, he advocates, of 
course, the opinions of his party. 


Mr. MACKENZIE — And wipe sree 
Canada. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—tThe hon. member for 
Lambton thought proper to apply to me 
the other night the word traitor. 

Mr. MACKENZIE—I did not. mae 
Hon. Mr. HOWE—I beg the hon. mem- a: 
ber for Lambton’s pardon, it was the 
honorable member for North Lanark, 
who made use of the term. I 
am just as wellpleased,forI don’tmuch 
care what the hon. member says. Why, ~ 
sir, lL used to read in the Canadian papers 
of one “look to Washington McDougall, i a 
who was represented as a dangerous char: aan 
acter—something like ‘‘a traitor.’”’ 1 do not ° 
mean to say it was true. In point of fact, 
Ido not believe it was true, but I only give 
it, by way of illustration, to show how easily 
foul names can be used, "and how apt they 
are to stick; but what is more, I took up 
a number of the Toronto Globe, and what 
was the reason Mr. George Brown gave for — 
not sustaining the nomination of the mem- — 
ber for North Lanark to the Governorship— ‘f 
of the North West? Why, sir, it was that 
the people there who read the Globe would 
not receive or accept him because they — Re 
looked upon him as ‘‘a traitor” to his 
party. The hon. gentleman should talk more 
moderately, and as to _ personal, | 
kindly feelings, all I can say is this—t 


» going to be done at Red River. 
I can only say if they do, it must be 
_ by inspiration, for [ have never written to 


_ ber here. 


out of it. 


— Province of 


have never deserved them at his hands, 
and never returned them, until he laid him- 
selfopen to attack, by hard language so 
scurrilous and unjust. 
debate and for the dignity of this House, 
it perhaps will be becoming that we should 
both hereafter weigh our words well, but 1 


_ can only say this to the hon. gentleman, 


when foul names are applied to me by 
anybody, whether within the walls of this 
House er beyond them, I have too much of 
the spirit of a gentleman to allow anybody 
to take liberties with impunity. 

The hon. member for Lambton thinks that 
he is not bound to defend the hon. mem- 
Why, sir, during the last three 
years, since I sat here, the hon. member 
for Lambton seemed to hate with an un- 
dying hatred the hon. member for North 
Lanark, but there they are nowlike twin 
brothers. J fancy the hon. member for 
Lambton folding him in his arms with his 
peculiarly sanctimonious countenance, and 
saying ‘come to my bosom my own stricken 


_ deer.’”’ daughter). The member for Lamb- 


ton told us they knew everything that was 
Well, sir, 


a living soul in that country since I came 
My feelings, my opinions and 
‘my policy are embodied in the instruc- 
tions given to our delegatcs, and in the 
public papers that are signed by my hand, 
but if there is any information of a surrep- 
titicus or improper character, 1 can only 
say it hasneverbeen given by me. Sir, 
the hon. member told us, that had I known 
of the impending insurrection, I should 
have remained in the North West. Now, 
Sir, there the member for Lambton and I 
are in accord. I have, no 
hesitation in saying that if I had had the 
slightest idea that there was to be an 
armed insurrection there, 1 would have 
stayed under any circumstances of in- 
convenience, difficulty or danger. Sir, the 
hon. gentleman has spoken of Scott, the 
person who was sent as a delegate here, 
as a wretched, drunken loafer. Perhaps 
so. I haveno reason to know what he 1s, 
but all I can say is that it is hardly fair for 


_ gentlemen on the floor of this House to 


apply opprobrious language to men who 
are not here to defend themselves. (Hear, 
hear.) The hon. gentleman told us that 
he would not confirm any of those old 
grants to the clergymen. Why would any 
hon. member take away the lands that be- 
long to the clergy of Canada? Certainly 
not. Andif these clergymen have got 
grants they will not require us to confirm 
their titles. The law willdo that, and to 
the law we leave them. I will not discuss 
the education clauses of the Bill. The 


Minister of Militia has ably. put all the | Winnipeg rebellion. 
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points in reference to that matter. I 
have, however, one or two words to say on 
another branch. It has been said here 
that we are giving to those people extrav- 
agant grants of money. Now, sir, I have 
here among my papers a statement show- 
ing how, year by year, the State of Minne- 
sota, when that State was organized,received 
amounts granted by the General Govern- 
ment; and it appears that we are not 
dealing more liberally with this new Pro- 
vince than the Government of the United 
States dealt with Minnesota. Now, I have 
only another word or two to say and then 
Ishall sit down. I have been especially 
anxious to see what the hon. member for 
North Lanark would give us instead of the 
Bill upon the table of the House. Sir, he 
wishes to continue very nearly the policy 
of last year. 


Hon. Mr. MACDOUGALL—No, no. 


Hon. Mr. HOWE—The hon. member 
says ‘‘ No, no,’ but is he not desirous to 
establish a grand sort of paternal despo- 
tism? He isatall events giving us ma- 
chinery which has not hitherto been 
tried in any of the British Provmcees, and 
which we have had no opportunity to 
test. Butlook at the contrast between 
our measure and hisown. We are giving 
a measure so generous, liberal and just, 
that we can hand it to the Imperial Gov- 
ernment with pride, and we can show 
it across the border to our American 
neighbors, and say there is our measure 
for the paciflcation and happiness and set- 


tlement of that country, as liberal and as — 


fair as any territorial institution that you 
ever established ; and, sir, we can say to 
the people of Canada we are giving these 
men the same institutions under which 
the larger and smaller Provinces of. this 
Dominion have fiourished—a measure 
worthy of the age in which we live, and 
which we can hand down as a testimony of 
its justice and libérality, to be read and 
prized by our children. (Applause.) 


Mr. BODWELL denounced the personal 
character of the speech of the hon. member, 
and felt that the House and country must 
feel ashamed and humiliated at it. The 
hon. member had countenanced rebellion 
in the course of his remarks. If he (Mr. 
Bodwell) wished to be personal he might 
show how the hon. member before he came 
out against Confederation was under con- 
tract to edit a Confederate paper for a sal- 
ary of $3,500 per year. The hon. member 
in an after-dinner speech, and while under 
the influence of liquor, lost that situation 
by expressing publicly anti-Confederation 
speeches. Not content with opposing 
Confederation in the east, he found his 
way to Red River, and the result was the 
The man who could. 
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_ speak in terms of praise of the rebels at 


Fort Garry, and compare the loyal settlers 
who were imprisoned there to fowls in a 
hen coop, was deserving the contempt of 
the country, and would be properly esti- 
mated by the people of Ontario. If the 
speech the House had just heard from the 


hon. gentleman was a defence, he believed | 


that the House and country would agree 
with him that it was a very lame one. 


Hon Mr. McDOUGALL rose to say that | 


he had no great occasion to complain o/ 
the remarks of the hon. member with re- 
spect to him personally. Any hon. mem- 
ber, however, who could stand up to _palli- 


ate and defend the acts of those who were | 
in armed rebellion to the Dominion could | 


hardly be called a loyal man. What was 
wrong with the Cabinet? Did they wish 
to encourage rebellion? Here, to-night, 
the members of the Government had at. 
tempted a defence of the rebellion. He 
denied that they expounded the views of 
the country at large. If there could be 
any excuse for that rebellion, he could not 
blame hon. gentlemen for speaking as 
they had done; but he denied that any- 
thing had ever been done in the North 
West toprovoke that rebellion. There was 
nothing to justify it, and nothing in 
its whole course to palliate its 
enormity, or deserve the defence of the 
hon. member for Hants. It was unfair to 
blame him (Hon. Mr. McDougall) for the 
fatal results of his journey into Red River, 
aad the blunders which brought about the 
rebellion. ‘The blame, ifit lay with any 
one, lay with the Government, which had 
sent him up and failed to keep faith 
with him. Whatever differences might 
have arisen between him and his hon. 
friend from Hants, he gave that hon. mem- 
ber the credit of having left a bright name 
on the pages of the history of Nova Scotia; 
but in the North West he (Mr McDougall) 
had been informed that the hon. member 
had fomented rebellion. When he heard 
it repeated on every side and found the 
country in rebellion, he felt that the hon. 
member had not treated him fairly—that 
he had not acted honestly towards the Go- 
vernment of which he was a member and 
the Dominion at large; and he certainly 


expected to hear the hon. member explain 


away those things, instead of dealing with 
other and more trifling matters. Then, 
with respect to the charge against the hon. 
member for assenting to the hauling down 
of the British flag at Fort Garry, the re- 
marks ofthe hon. member himself in a 
former debate on this subject were very 
different from his denial during his speech 
that night, and only confirmed the report 
that had been circulated against him. The 
hon. member produced a letter from Mrs. 


Mr. Bodwell. 
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Kennedy as a certificate of characte 


ing to the member for Hants, for that hon. 
gentleman was quite a lady’s man; but 


even taking it as avaluable document, who 


was this Mrs. Kennedy? Why it was a no- 
torious fact that she wag an active sympa- 
thiser with the rebels, and made clothing 
for them. ‘The hon. member for Colchest- 
er had been kind enough to produce a let- 
ter from the Postmaster at Pembina, con- 


taining some sneering remarks towards ~ 


him (Hon. Mr. McDougall) and party, and 


complimenting Capt. Cameron. Well, he — 


hoped the hon members opposite could 
obtain better recommendations of charac- 
ter. He referred to the issue of the procla- 
mation, and could not see anything in the 
document at which any sensible man should 
laugh. With respect to the blame cast on 
Col. Dennis and his followers, he consider- 
ed it unjust to condemn men who endeav- 
oured at the risk of their lives, to sustain 
law and order and make the British flag re- 
spected in the Territory. With respect to 
the assertion that he (Hon Mr. McDougall) 
had either written or inspired newspaper. 


attacks on the hon. member for Hants, | 


he denied that he had written anything 
for the press since his return to Canada, 
except the couple of letters which had ap- 
peared over his name, and he had not in- 
spired any newspaper article on any sub- 
ject. He would read a letter he had writ- 
ten to the Minister of Justice, stating his 
position. 


Orrawa, January 20th, 1870. 


My dear Sir John,—As I intend to leave 
for Toronto to-morrow, and sHall visit, and 
probably speak to my constituents before 
my return, 1 desire to recapitulate, for 


greater certainty in future discussions, 


some of the views and opinions in regard 
tothe present crisis in the North-West, 
which I have expressed to you and other 
members of the Cabinet since my arrival 
in Ottawa. IJalso desire to mention some 
of the points in your policy, in respect 
to which J shall feel it my duty to raisean 
issue in Parliament and in the country. In 
the first place, I have tried to impress upon 
you, what I firmly believe is the fact, that 
the resistance of the priests and the French 
half-breeds to your representative was not 
in any sense a personal matter, as has been 
represented in Canada, but was the result 
of a deep-laid, well planned, and so far, 
well executed conspiracy to prevent the 
union of Rupert’s’ Land with Canada; that. 


both within and without the Territory 


with a view to its annexation tothe United 
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did not read it. Nodoubt it was very flatter- — 


the movement is directed,-aided, and will, _ 
in the spring, be openly joined by American — 
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States—that the rebels now in arms aver 
and believed that they have sympathizing 
friends in Canada in high places, even in the 
Cabinet, who will delay, if they do not entire- 
ly prevent, all coersive measures until they 
ean establish their Provisional Government 
on a firm basis, and support it with a force 
_ that will render any attempt by Canada to 
displace it impossible; that all attempts 
to pursuade or talk over the leaders of the 
conspiracy by the missionaries you 
have sent them, and by the offers of such 
terms and concessions as you can con- 
stitutionally make, will certainly fail; and 
that if they seem to listen or yield, which, 
so far, they are not inclined to do, for they 
have imprisoned your missionaries, you 
will soon discover that their only object 
is to gain time—that in a word the move- 
ment of Riel & Co., is a political revolu- 
tion, and not the mere outbreak of ingno- 
rant half-breeds exasperated by sories 
mostly unture ; of individual wrong doing, 
which they fear may be repeated, and 
have taken up arms to prevent that— 
while they are tools of cunning men, and 
these stories have helped to sharpen them 
for their work. The leaders and secret 
abettors of the conspiracy know what they 
are about, and will yield to one argument, 
and one only—‘force.’’ Viewing the 
case in this light, and with the best op- 
portunity which any Canadian official has 
had to see and judge, I have urged im- 
mediate preparation for the transportatior 
of a sufficient force in the spring to crush 
the outbreak at a blow. Volunteers 
of the right stamp and in sufficient num- 
bers can be had at a week’s notice. The 
Indians are all on our side, and if properly 
handled, will prove most valuable allies. 
More than half the settlers in the Territory 
will join your force, the moment it appears 
beyond the Lake of the Woods; and the 
result in such a case could not be doubt- 
ful. I have suggested the sending of the 
men now under Mr. Dawson, at Thunder 
Bay, to clear the portages for the passage 
of cartsand supplies; the building of 
_ boats for the rivers, and the purchase in 

Scotland of two small iron steamers for 
the lakes, to be sent out in pieces of not 
more than 500 or600 ponnds.I have also sug- 
gested the purchase of telegraph cable for 
Lakes Huron and Superior, to be laid 
down at the earliest moment practicable 
so. as to establish a prompt communication 
. with the expedition by the Government. 
I have told you, and I repeat the state- 
ment here, that my Commission, or Char 
ter, prespective though it be, is at your 
service, and that my opinion is that it 
should be held by a military man until 
law and order are restored in the Territory. 
- On the second head I have denounced 

your refusal to accept the transfer of the 
f 
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Territory on the 1st of December, as agreed 
upon by the three Governments, as an act 
of unpardonable folly, not to say a crime 
which placed me in the position of an im- 
postor, and but for the providential inter- 
ference in the eye of the law, a fillibuster . 


and a felon; that by your continued re- — 


fusal to accept the transfer, you are abet- 
ting the rebels, giving them the very en- 
couragement and position they seek, to 
wit: that of a Government ex necessitate 
and exposing your agents to be bold, as 
they have been bold, without the power 
of reply,—that they have no business there 
as the representatives of Canada, until 
Canada acquires a right to the country; 
that your pretence of an agreement, ex- 
pressed or implied, that the temporal gov- 
ernment was to hand over the Territory to 
Canada with all its inhabitants, half-breeds 
and Indians, in a friendly mood and with- 
out arms in their hands was unwarranted 
in law and unjust to both the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and the Imperial Govern- 
ment; and finally, that your hesitating 
half hearted policy for the future, predica- 
ted upon the representations of the rebels 
and their abettors with whom Mr. Howe 
established friendly relations when in 
the Territory and from whom you have 
derived your chief council in this whole 
matter, is the sure and speedy mode of 
establishing an independent Government 
in the North West hostile to Canada and 
friendly to the United States, and before 
the summer is over, able to maintain its 
position by force. Only yesterday Mr. 
Howe, the Secretary of State, in whose 
hands this matter is placed, met my argu- 
ments for a prompt, decided and sufficient 
preparation and the immediate acceptance 
of the Territory by asking :—‘ How can 
we prevent the Americans from taking it? 
Where shall we find money to pay the 
cost? What will it be worth when we get 
it, &c. 2”? When I used the word ‘rebels’ 
in speaking of Riel, McKenny & Co., he 
objected, and declared upon his soul that, 
if he was in their place, he would feel and. 
act just as they have done. I shall answer 
all these questions in another place, as I 
answered them on the spot, but witha 
little amplification. I believe that al! our 
struggles and sacrifices, and hopes of the 
last five years are on the eve of failure and 
disappointment through the blunders and 
incompetency, not to say the bad faith, of 
a majority of your Cabinet. Believing this, 
I have a plain duty to perform, ant shall 
endeavour, God giving me health and 


courage, to do it effectually. 


Believe me, still, personally, your friend 


and well wisher, 
WM. McDOUGALL. 
| Str Joun A. Macponaup, K.C.B. 
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was a great one, for they heard that a de- 


_putation was on its way from British Co- 


lumbia with a view to seek an entrance 
into the Confederation. He should always 
aid any attempt to aid any scheme of Con- 
federation, but did not think that the 
Government Bill would aid in accomplish- 
ing the object, and he therefore could not 
give his support to it. 

Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) hoped this 
would close the personal discussion. He 
was bound to confess, however, that he 
had never heard a‘more injudicious speech 
than that of Hon. Mr. Howe this evening. 
He could not be surprised if the hon. gen- 
tleman had spoken in that manner that 
his words had been misunderstood, and 
the advice he had tendered had been ac- 
cepted in a stronger sense than perhaps 
he intended. He objected to the amend- 
ment of the hon. member for Lambton as 


being vague and offering nothing to the 


consideration of the House, whereas in 
the Government scheme they had some- 
thing to discuss. He thought it essential 
that definite steps should be taken, and 
while disapproving some of the clauses of 
the Government Bill, he could not but 
support it as affording a settlement of 
the question in dispute. 


Mr. JONES (Leeds) said from calcula- 
tions he had made, there would be only 
280,000 acres left for settlement after pro- 
viding the reserves. He dreaded the res- 
ponsibility of sending an army. 

A division was then taken on Mr. Mac- 
kenzie’s amendment with the following 
result :—Yeas, 35; Nays, 95. 

Yras—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Connell, Drew, 
Hagar, Holton, Macdonald (Glengarry), 
MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey 
McDougall (Lanark), McMonies, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morrison (Victoria O. ), Munroe, 
Oliver, Redford, Ross (Prince Edward), 
Ross (Wellington C. R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Snider, Stirton, Wallace, Wells, White, 
Whitehead, Wright (York, Ontario W. R.) 
and Young.—35. 

Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blanchet, Bourassa, Bown, Brous. 
seau, Burton, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, 
Varling, Caron, Cartier, Sir Geo. E., Cart- 
wright, Casaullt, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau- 
veau, ‘Cheval, ‘Cimon, Costigan, Coup: ul, 
Crawford (Brockville), Currier, Dobbie, 
Dorion, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, For. 
bes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, 


Gray, Grover, Heath, Hincks, Sir ’ Francis, 


Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Irvine, 
Hon. Mr. McDougail. 
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With regard to the Bill at) Jackson, J oly; Jones, (Leeds and Grenville) _ 
present before the House, the | Keeler, Kierzkowski, Killam, Kirkpatrick, _ 
matter discussed and proposed in it Lacerte, ‘Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Mc- — 


Donald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Middle. Eel. 
sex), Masson (Soulanges), Masson (Terre- — 
bonne), McDougall (Three Rivers), Me- | 
Keagney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, Mor- 
risson, (Niagara), O” Connor, Pelletier, 
Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer 
Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ross (Dundas), 

Ross (Victoria N.S. ) Ryan (King’s N. B.), 
Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tilley, 
Tremblay, Walsh, Willson and Wright 
(Ottawa County). ” 96, 


Mr. White paired for, with Hon. Mr: 
Ross (Champlain) against the amendment. 


Mr. YOUNG explained that he could not 
vote for the whole of the resolutions of 
Hon. Mr. McDougall, although some of 
them he approved of. If there was any 
chance of their being carried, and there- 
fore of their being considered and amend- 
ed in Committee, he would vote for them; 
but as there was not he should not vote 
for them and thereby accept them in their 
entirety. He was still opposed to the be 
Government scheme. 


Division was then taken. 
Nays 120. 

Yras.—Messrs. Bolton, Connell, Mac- 
donald (Glengarry), Mackenzie, McDougall 
(Lanark), McMonies, Metcalfe, Rymal 
Wallace, Wells and White.—1I. 

Nays.—Wessrs. Ar chambeault, Archi- 

beld, Ault, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, 
Bellerose, Benoit, Blanchet, Bodwell, Bou. 
rassa, Bowell, Bowman, Bown, Brousseau, 
Brown, Burton, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, 
Carling. Caron, Cartier, Sir Grorge E., 
Cartwright, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, "i 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford (Br ockville) ‘Currier, Dobbie, 
Dorion, Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, 
Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Geotfrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Grant, iy, 
Gray, Grover, Hagar, Heath, Hincks, Sir he 
Francis, Holmes, Holton, Howe, Huot, eat 
Hurdon, Irvine, Jackson, Joly, Jones, 
(Leeds and Grenville), Keeler, Kierzkowki, — 
Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lapum, Lawson, McDonald (Lun- 
enburg), McDonald (Middlesex), MacFar- 
lane, Magill, Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
[Terrebonne], McConkey, McDougall, 
[Three Rivers], McMillan, Merritt, Mills, 
Morris, Morrison | Victoria. O], Morrison, 
[Niagara], Munro, O'Connor, Oliver, Pelle- 
tier, Perry, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, a 
Pozer, Read, Redford, Renaud, Robitaille, _ ‘he 
Ross [Champlain], Ross [Dundas], Ross 
[Prince Edward], Ross [Wellington C..R.J, 
Ryan [King’s N. B.], Savary, Scatcherd, tea 
Scriver, Shanly, Snider, Stephenson, _ 
ton, Thompson [Haldimand], Tilley, Tre: De eal 
blay, Walsh, Whitehead, Wales ne re 
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(Ottawa County), Wright [York, Ontario 
W.R.], and Young.—120. 

Mr. FERGUSON moved in amendment 
—That the boundaries begin at a point 


where the meridian 96 degrees west inter- 
sects parallel 52 degrees north latitude, 


thence due west along said parallel of 52 


degrees north to the intersection of meri- 
dian of 100 degrees west, thence due south 


to the 49th parallel, thence across the 


Lake of the Woods to the Mouth of the 


a 


Winnipeg River, then e north to Lake Win- 
nipeg to the place of beginning. 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT moved in amend- 
ment a provision that it shall be lawful to 
the Parliament of Canada to enlarge and 


make such changes in the boundary as 


may appear expedient from time to time. 
After some discussion, 
Mr. Cartwrigh's amendment was put to 
the vote and lost by yeas, 52; nvys, 72 
Yu:s.—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowr wm, Brown, Cartwright, Connell, 


Curri », Dobbie, Drew, Ferguson, Forbes, 


Gibbs Grant, Grover, Hagar, Holmes, 
Jackst1, Jones (Leeds and Grenville), 


Kirkpatrick, Lawson, Macdonald (Glen- 


garry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 


| McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), McMo- 
nies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison 


(Victoria, O.), Munroe, Oliver, Perry, 
Pope, Redford, Ross (Dundas), Ross 
(Prince Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. 8.), 
Ross (Wellington, C.R.), Rymal, Scatch- 
erd, Snider, Stirton, Wallace, Wells, White, 


- Whitehead, Willson, Wright (York, Ontar- 


io, W. R.) and Young.—92. 
Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, 
Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Blanchet, Bourrassa, Bown, Brousseau, 
Campbell, Carling Caron, Cartier, ‘Sir 
George E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford _ (Brockville), Dorion, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Fortier, Fortin, Gauch- 
er, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, 
Gray, Heath, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holton, 
Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Joly, Keeler, 
Kierzkowski, Killam, Lacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, McDonald (Lunenburg), McDon- 
ald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges), Mas- 
son (Terrebonne), McDougall (Three 
Rivers], McKeagney, McMillan, Morris, 
Morrison (Niagara), O’Conner, Pelletier, 


Beaty, 
Benoit, 


-Pinsonneault, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, Ren- 


aud, Robitaille, Ryan (King’s, N. B.), 
Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tilley, 
Tremblay and Wright, (Ottawa County.)— 
72. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved a further 
amendment to the amendment, to fix the 
boundary ‘two degrees further westward 
than in the amendment’ by Mr. Ferguson, 
viz; 102 degrees west. 
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After some discussion a division was 
taken, yeas, 47; nays 74 

Yuas.—Messrs, Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Brown, Cartwright, Connell, 
Currier, Dobbie, Drew, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Gibbs, Grant, Grover, Hagar, Jones (Leeds 
and Grenville), MacDonald (Glengarry), ~ 
MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, 
McDougall (Lanark), McMonies, Merritt, 
Metcalfe, Mills, Morison (Victoria, 0.), 
Munroe, Oliver, Perry, Redford, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward) Ross 
(Victoria N. 8.), Ross (Wellington C. R.), 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, Wal- 
lace, Wells, White, Whitehead, Willson, 
Wright (York, Ontario, W. R.)—and 
Young.—47. 
Nays.—Messrs. 


Manitoba. 


Archambeault, Beaty, 


Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bourassa, Bown, Brousseau, 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir 


George E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford (Brockville), Dorion, Dufre- 
sne, Dunkin, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Gray, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Kierzkow- 
ski, Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Lange- 
vin, Langlois, Lawson, McDonald (Lunen- 
burg), McDonald (Middlesex), Masson 
(Soulanges), Masson (Terrebonne), McDou- 


' gall (Three Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, 


Morris, Morison (Niagara), O'Connor, Pel- 
letier, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ryan (King’s 
N. B.), Scriver, Shanley, Stephenson, Tilley, 
Tremblay and Walsh.—74. 

A division was taken on Mr. Ferguson’s 
amendment, yeas, 49 nays, 73. 

Yuas.—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Brown, Cartwright, Connell, Cur- 
rier, Dobbie, Drew, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Gibbs, Grant, Grover, Hagar, Jones, 
(Leeds and Grenville), Lawson, Macdonald 
(Glengarry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, 
Magill, McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), 
McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Mori- 
son, (Victoria, O.), Munroe, Oliver, Perry, 
Redford, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Victoria, N. §.), Ross 
(Wellington, C. R.), Rymal, Scatcherd, 
Snider, Stirton, Wallace, Walsh, Wells, 
White, Whitehead, Willson, Wright (York, 
Ontario, W. R.) and Young.—49. 


Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Beaty‘ Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blanchet, Bourrasa, Bown, Brous- 
seau, Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier, 
Sir George E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford, (Brockville), Dorion, Du- 
fresne. Dunkin, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Godin, Gray, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, 
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Jackson, Joly, Kaeleni Kierzkowski, Killam, 
Kirkpatrick, ‘Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
McDonald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Mid- 
dlesex). Masson (Soulanges), Masson 
(Terrebonne), McDougall (Three Rivers), 
| McKeagney, McMillan, Morris, Morrison 
(Niagara), O’Connor, Pelletier, Pinson- 
neault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Read Ren- 
aud, Robitaille, Byan Gaimne’s SN. 5B,, 
Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tilley, 
and Tremblay. —73. 

Mr. MILLS moved an amendment with 
a view to extend the provisions of indepen. ! 
dence of Parliament Act to members elect- 
ed by Manitoba. 
lsat was taken, yeas, 45; nays, 72. 

Yras.—Messrs. are, Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Brown, Connell. Dobbie, Dorion. 
Drew, Ferguson, Geoffrion, Godin, Grover. 
Hagar, Holton, Jones (Leeds and Gren- 
ville), Keirzkowski, Killam, Macdonald 
(Glengarry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Mc- 
Conkey, McDougall (Lanark), MeMonies, 
Metcalfe, Mills, Morison, (Victorio 0.), 
Munroe, Oliver, Pelletier, Perry, Pozer, 
Redford, Ross’ (Dundas), Ross (Prince 
Edward), Ross (Wellington C. R.), Seate- 
herd, Snider, Stirton, Wallace, Wells, 
White, Whitehead, Wright (York, Onta- 
rio, W.R. ) and Young. —45. 

‘Navs.— Messrs. Archambeault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bourassa, Bown, Brousseau, 
Campbell, Carling, Caron, Cartier Sir 
George E., Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, 
Coupal, Crawford (Brockville), Currier, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, 
Gray, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holmes, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Joly, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Mc- 
Donald (Middlesex), Masson (Soulanges) 
- Masson (Terrebonne), McDougall (Three 
Rivers), McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, 
Morris, Morrison, (Niagara), 0’ Connor, 
Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Read, Ren- 
aud, Reobitaille, Ryan (King’s N. B. om 
Savary, Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, |. 
Tilley, Tremblay, Walsh mi Willson.—- 
72. 


Mr. FERGUSON moved an amendment 
striking out clause 27, providing half-breed 
reservation of 1,400, 000 acres; lost by yeas, 
40, nays 77. 

Yras.—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, Bow- 
man, Brown,Connell, Currier Dobbie, Dr ew, 
Ferguson, (Grant, Hagar, Holmes, Jones, 
(Leeds and Grenville), Macdonald (Glen: 
garry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), Mc. 
- Monies, Metcalfe, Morrison, (Victoria, O.), 
Munroe, Oliver, Perry, Redford, Ross 
(Dundas), Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 
| Victoria, N. S.], Scatcherd, Snider, Stirton, 


Mr. Ferguson. 
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Wright, [York, Ontario, 
Young. 40. 
Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, Blan- 
chet, Bour rassa, Bown, Brousseau ,Campbell, 


W. RJ, and 


Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George LO 


Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, 
Cheval, ‘Cimon, Costigan, Coupal, Crawford 
[Brockville], Dorion, Dufresne. Dunkin, 
Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, 
Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, Gray, 
Hincks, Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, Huot, 
‘ Hurdon, Jackson, Joly, Keeler, Kierzkow- 


After some discussion a | ski, Killam, Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Lange- 
vin, Langlois, Lawson, McDonald [Middle- 


sex], Masson [Soulonges], Masson [Terre- 
bonne], McDougall [Three Rivers], Mc- 
Keagney, McMillan, Merritt, Mills, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], 0’ Connor, Pelletier, 
Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ryan, [King’s N. B.}, 
Savary, ‘Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tae 
and Walsh.—17. 


Mr. MACKENZIE moved an amendment 


to the clause definmg qualifications of — 


voters, 
Lost—Yeas, 38; Nays 74. 
Yras.—Messrs. ants Bodwell, Bowell, 
Bowman, Brown, Connell, Dobbie, Drew, 
Ferguson, Grover, Hagar, ‘Jones [Leeds and 
Grenville], Macdonald [Glengarry], Mac- 
Farlane, Mackenzie, Magill, McConkey, 


McDougall [Lanark], ‘McMonies, Metcalfe, 


Mills, 
Oliver, 
Ross [Prince Edward], Scatcherd, Snider, 
Stirton, Wallace, Wells, White, Whitehead, 
Willson, Wright, rYorlk, Ontario, W. R. ca 
and Young. — 38. 

Navs.—Messrs. Archambeault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Bechard, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bourassa, Brousseau, Campbell, 
Carling, ° ’ Caron, Cartier, Sir George K., 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Chau, 
veau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Coupal- 
Crawford [Brockville], Dorion, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, 
Gray, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holmes, Holton, 
Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, Joly, 
Keeler, Kierzkowski, Killam, Lacerte 
Langevin, Langlois, ’ Lawson, 


Morison, [Victoria, O. if Munroe, 


| [Lerrebonne], McDougall [Three Rivers}, 
McKeagney, McMillan, Merritt, Morris, 
Morrison [Niagara], O’Connor, Pelletier, 


Perry, Redford, Ross [Dundas], 


McDonald — Bee 
| [Middlesex], Masson [SouJanges], Masson | 


Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Read, ~ ac 
Renaud, Robitaille, Ryan [King’s N. Bie 


Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tilley and 
Walsh.—74. 


the first Parliament should continue for 
two years, ; 
Yeas, 41; Nays, 66. 


ic diay, 


Mr. DREW moved an amendment that 
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Yuas—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bowell, 


- Bowman, Brown, Connell, Crawford [Brock- 


ville}, Currier, Dobbie, Drew, Ferguson, 
Grover, Hagar, Lawson, Macdonald [Glen- 
garry], Mackenzie, McConkey, McDougall 
tLanark], McMonies, Merritt, Metcalfe, 
Mills, Morison [Victoria, O.], Munroe, 
Oliver, Perry, Pope, Redford, Ross [Dun- 
das], Ross | Prince Edward], Rymul, Scate- 
herd, Scriver, Snider, Stirton, Wallace, 
Wells, White, Whitehead, Wright [York, 
Ontario, W. R.] and Young.—4l. 

Nays.—Messrs. Archambeault, Beaty, 
Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bourassa, Brousseau, Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George E., 
Casault, Cayley, Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, 
Costigan, Coupal, Dorion, Dufresne, 
Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, 
Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs, Godin, 
Gray, Hincks Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Joly, Keeler, Kierzkowski, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, McDonald 
[Middlessex], Masson [Soulanges], Masson 
[Terrebonne], McDougall [Three Rivers], 
McKeagney, MoMillan, Morris, Morrison, 
jNiagara], O’Conner, Pelletier. Pinson- 
Read, Renaud, 
Robitaille, Ryan [King’s N. B.], Savary, 
Tilley, Walsh, Willson and Wright [Ottawa 
Connty].—66. 

At 3am. Mr. MACKENZIE moved the 
adjournment amid cries of ‘* No, no,” from 
the Ministerial side. 

After a few remarks from Hon. Mr. 
HOLTON and Sir GEO. E. CARTIER, the 


- House adjourned at 3:05 a.m. 


SENATE. 
Turspay, May 10th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


THE DEFENCE OF THE COUNTRY. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN made some remarks 
explanatory of his reasons for making the 
following motion of which he had given 


notice some time previously. That an 


humble Address be presented to His 
Excellency the Governor General, praying 
that His Excellency will be pleased to 
cause to be laid before this House, Copies 
of all Correspondence which has taken 
place since the first of January, 1869, be- 
tween the Imperial and Dominion Govern- 
ments, and between the latter and any of 
the Imperial Military Departments or au- 
thorities on the subject of withdrawing all 
or any portion of Her Majesty’s Troops from 
service in this Dominiou.—Also, Copies, 


[May 10, 1870.] * Business. 
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of all similar Correspondence on the sub- 
ject of transferring to the Dominion Goy- 
ernment, all or any of the Fortified Places 
now occupied by Her Majesty’s Troops in 
this Dominion with the munitions of war 
contained therein or elsewhere, the hon. 
gentleman dwélt strongly on the impor- 
tance of the Colonies to Great Britain, and 
showed that she owed it not only to her 
own dignity but to her self-interest as one 
of the great naval powers of the world, to 
protect her North American possessions; he 
believed that if England kept a small force 
in the Dominion, especially in the fortified 
places, we could easily do all that was 
incumbent on us for the protection of our 
own Territory. 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that the 
correspondence in question was not yet 
completed and could not under those 
circumstances be brought down. He did 
not, however, think that there was any- 
thing to interfere with the propriety of 
informing the House that the Imperial 
Government taking into consideration the 
large population and resources of this 
country, were of opinion that we should, 
in times of peace, take such measures as 
were necessary for our own protection. 
It was not, however, contemplated to in- 
terfere with the duty of the mother country 
in the times of war. The Government of 
this country, however, had been urging 
upon the Imperial authorities the necessity 
of sustaining the Dominion to the fullest ex- 
tent against the attacks of those illegal or- 
ganizations which were periodically threat- 
ening invasion. At present it was contem 
plated to withdraw the greater number of 
the troops of Her Majesty from this country. 
It was considered sufficient if certain im- 
portant points—keys to the defence of the 
Dominion—should be continued to be 
garrisoned by troops. Other places, in the 
interior, like Kingston, however, would 
have to be kept by our own men. The 
correspondence, on the subject, was still 
going on, with the view of bringing about 
such arrangements as would be fair to the 
interests of Canada and Great Britain as 
well. 

Hon. M. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
referred to the urgent necessity that ex- 
isted for knowing the actual intentions of 
the British Government on this all impor- 
tant subject. We were already incurring 
enormous expenditures in repelling Feman 
organizations, and it was time we knew 
the actual extent of our responsibilities. 
He was anxious for the maintenance of 
British connection; but he did not think 
that we should have to bear all the burthen 
of preserving it intact. 

DIVORCE. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. SANBORN, the 

report of the Select Committee against the 
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petition of J. H. Martin for a diy orce from 
his wife was adopted. 


COPYRIGHTS. 


Hon. Mr. RYAN made the following en- 
quiry :— 

Whether the Government of Canada has 
received information of the introduction 
in the Imperial Parliament of any Bill gi- 
ving the Colonies copyright to extend 
throughout the British Dominions, or 


~ whether they have urged or intend to urge 


upon Her Majesty’s Government the pro- 
priety of proposing in the Imperial Parlia- 
ment, now in Session, a Bill for this object, 


In. accordance with the assurances contain- 


ed in the correspondence on this subject, 
laid before this House on the 20th March 
last. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL replied that he 
had reason to believe that a Bill on the 
subject had been introduced into the Im- 
perial Parliament. 


CUSTOM’S: BILL. 


Tion. Mr. CAMPBELL moved the third 
reading of the bill respecting Customs and 
Inland Revenue. 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER de St. JUST said 
that he would ask for a division on the 
question, as there were hon. gentlemen 
now present who were desirous of record- 
ing their votes. 

The House thereupon divided as follows 
on the Bill which was read a third time: 


Contents :—Hon. Messrs. Aikins, Ar- 
mand, Benson, Bell, Burnham, Campbell, 
Chapais, Crawtord, Duchesnay, (Bi Eh, wide) 
Dumouchel, Holmes, Kenny, Lacoste, Mc- 
Crea, McDonald, McLelan, McMaster, Ma- 
theson, Mills, Mitchell. Renaud, Ross, 
Ryan, Seymour, Shaw and Skead.—26. 


Non-Contents :—Hon. Messrs. Bourinot, 
Chafters, Christie, Cormier, Dickson, Gué- 
vremont, Hamilton (Inkerman), Hamilton 
[Kingston], Leonard, Leslie, Letellier de 
St. Just, Locke, McClelan, MacPherson, 
Malhiot, Mills, Olivier, Reesor, 1 Robertson, 
Simpson, Wark and Wilmot.—2 


a 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


The following Bills were read a second 
time: 

An Act to explain and amend the Act 
respecting the Collection and management 
of the Revenue, the Auditing of ”Public 
Accounts and the liability of Public Ac- 
countants. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
Duties of Justices of the Peace out of Ses- 
sions in relation to Summary Convictions 
and Orders. 


Hon. Mr. Sanborn. 
\ 


8 respecting Prithins was pretines 


Pursuant to the Order of the Day, the , 
House proceeded to the consideration of 
the Report of the Select Committée ap— — 
pointed to enquire what steps have been » — 
taken, and what progress has been made 
in the United Kingdom, towards establish- 4 
ing an uniform International decimal sys- 
tem of measures, weights and coins, and 
to report how far sucha system may be 
advantageously applied to the measures,  __ 
weights and coins of this Dominion, and ‘ 

The said Report being again read, re 

On motion of the Honorable Mr. RY AN, 
seconded by the Honorable Mr, LHTEL- 
LIER DE SI. JOST, it was adopted. 

The following Bills were read a second — 
time :— 

An Act to amend the Act imposing duties © 
on Promissory Notes and Biils of Ex- 
change. 

An Act to vest in Her Majesty for the 
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purposes therein mentioned, the proper- ny 
ty and powers now vested in the Trustees AG 
of the Bank of Upper Canada. ” 

An Act to amend the Law relating to me 
the Inspection of Rawhides and Leather, , 
was read a second time. eat 

An Act respecting the Marking of Tim. | ce Na 
ber, was read a second time. . o 

te a 
THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY, ae ® 


Hon. Mr. WARK moved the adoption of wa 
the report of the Select Committee apoint- 
ed to examine the Report of the Com- 
missioners of the Intercolonial Railway, 
and the accompanying documents. 

The hon. gentleman explained that the 
Committee had cometotheopinion thatthe = 
public interests would have been better  _— 
served by deferring the giving outof the 
contracts till the first surveys and specifica- ; 
tions were completed. ‘That they consi- 
dered the plan of appointing a full staff of 
engineers and assistants immediately on 
the letting of each contract objectionable 
on the score of economy. That the rates 
| of wages generally over the whole line are ‘a 
considerably higher than are paid by private = 
individuals, and that the Commissioners — 
had not bestowed sufficient viliganceonthe — 
accounts of engineers and others. The — * ‘i 
Committee also reported their reasons for 
believing that the Commissioners had erred 
in selecting the line between Miramichi — 
and the European and North American ie F 
Railway. Taking into account the unfair 
method of measurement, the unreliable 

; ‘a> ee 


nature of the information furnished 28) 
regards both the population and_ th 
quality of the soil on the respective lines, _ 
as wellas the numerous advan 3 in rt 
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| sa! favour of the middle line, the Committee 


believe that the selection of the Interior 
Line was an error which would not have 
been fallen into had the information fur- 
nished been correct, and recommended 


j } that the operations thereon be suspended, 


and that a competent and reliable engineer 
be appointed to complete the survey of a 
middle line in order that it may form a part 
of the Intercolonial Railway. 


Hon. Mr. AIKINS said that he wasamem- 
ber of the Committee and attended itas 
frequently as possible. He had endeavour- 
ed to inform himself as fully as possible 
of all the facts connected with the question, 
but he had laboured under the difficulty 
of being unable to obtain from the chair. 
man the special points on which he wished 

_to have an expression of opinion, with the 
sole exception of the first paragraph in the 
report. Hehad heen anxious to see 
the report before it was presented to the 
House, but he had not been able todo 
so until it was in print. Under these cir- 

- eumstances he thought he had aright to 
complain, especially as there were certain 
portions of the report to which he could not 
give his assent. Before coming to any con- 
clusions, the Committee ought to have 
had the Commissioners and all others 
concerned, before them. 

Hon. Mr. WARK said that he had done 
his best to come to a fair conclusion on 
the subjects under consideration. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL called attention 
to the fact that there was no evidence 
reported up, which bore out the report. 

Hon. Mr. KENNY said that he had 
also been a member of the Committee and 
had been constantly in his place, but he 
had been surprised at the manner in 
which the report had been brought in. 

After some desultory discussion on the 
subject, it was postponed until the follow- 
ing day. 

The House then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 10. 1870. 


The SPEAKER tcok the chairat three 
o’clock. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER an- 
nounced that Sir John A. Macdonald was 
progressing slowly but favourably. 


PROVINCE OF MANITOBA BILL. 


The debate on the motion on concur- 
rence in the Manitoba Bill was then re- 
sumed. 
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Bill. 1538 


Mr. FERGUSON moved an amendment 
striking out the residence of one year 
requisite for qualification, as provided in 
the Bill. This was the same as that ap- 
plied to the district of Algoma. They were 
about to send young volunteers into the 
district, and it was hoped that many of 
them would remain after the rebels had 
been put down. He thought that they 
ought to extend the same liberality to 
those men as was extended to settlers 
in the district of Algoma, 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the intention of the Government in send- 
ing troops to Red River was not to swamp 
the voters there at the polls. It was said 
that an attempt would be made to do go, 
as had been done in the neighbouring Re: 
public, where troops were sent from State 
to State to carry elections for the Govern- 
ment. He admired the United States in 
many things, but was not content to fol- 
low them in that matter. With regard 
to the Bill itself, it was the intention to 
give the vote to bona fide settlers. He 
called on his supporters, therefore, to - 
oppose the amendntent, It was not the in- 
tention of the Government to deprive 
settlers like Drs. Schultz, Lynch and 
others who might be obliged to leave the 
country for a time, of their votes, as the 
amendment proposed by the Government 
would show. The 16th clause as they de- 
sired to have it, was to the effect that 
every male subject of Her Majesty, 21 
years of age and not subject to any legal 
incapacity, who within 12 months, previ- 
ous to the day of election, had been a re- 
sident, though he might be absent fora 
time from the country, should have a 
vote. 

‘Mr. FERGUSON was pleased to see his 
hon. friend had provided for such cases as 
those of Drs. Schultz, Lynch, and other loyal 
refugees to give them the right of the fran- 
chise. He denied that he desired to send 
volunteers into the Territory to control 
votes. What he really wished was 
that as soon as the rebellion was suppress- 
ed and matters settled that they might 
become bona fide settlers and should have 
the right to vote. He therefore, insisted 
that any one of those men, who was an 
actual householder of a month, should 
have a right to vote, no matter what 
might be his nationality or creed. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
the proposition of the Government was 
more liberal still. It only required a re- 
sidence of twelve months while the amend- 
ment of his hon. friend demanded that the 
voters should be householders. 

Mr. BOWELL said the Bill provided 
for the first election only, and not for 
subsequent elections. Under the propos. 
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ed measure of the Government the future 
emigrants to Manitoba would be 
at the mercy of old ~ settlers with 
respect to the franchise. He was no 
advocate for universal suffrage, but he 
would like to see a more liberal policy 
pursued towards the settlers in the new 
country. He would like to refer to anoth- 
er matter, The Secretary of State for the 
Provinces had, in his speech yesterday, 
referred in most insulting terms to the 
- loyal people of the Territory, and at the 
same time he undertook the defence of 
Riel and his followers. The hon. member 
had the impudence to ask the Honse to 
support a Government of whicha man ex- 
pressing such sentiments was a member. 
‘Then the hon. member had gratuitously 
undertaken the defence of that meek and 
lowly priest, Father Richot, who had done 
more than any other man in the Territory 
to prevent the entrance of the hon. mem- 
ber for North Lanark into the Red River 
country. Messrs. Scott and Bannatyne 
had also been defended by the hon. mem- 
ber for Hants; but nota word was said 
about the fact that the same fair fingers 
which had written the certificate of good 
character for the hon. member had also 
woven the Fenian flag that was hoisted at 
Fort Garry. He considered it due to loyal 
gentlemen who had been driven from Red 
River, mainly through the influence of the 
hon. member for Hants, torise and make 
that protest against the insults which had 
been heaped on them. 


Mr. YOUNG hoped the House would 
provide that every British subject in Mani- 
toba should have a vote at the first elec- 
tion held there. If the clause proposed 
by the Government should pass, all who 
went there last year, and this spring would 
be deprived of the right of franchise. He 
put it to the sense of justice and fairness 
of the House, and insisted that settlers 
going to Manitoba, who should be house- 
holders there for one month before the 
first election, should have aright to cast 
his vote. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN denied that the 
amendment proposed by the Government 
was a concession. It was simply expres- 
sing more clearly than before what they 
always intended to do. He referred to 
the troubles in Kansas and Nebraska as 
the natural result of the amendment pro- 


posed by the hon. member for Card- 
well. 
Mr. MILLS—Squatter sovereignty, the 


yery thing you proposed. 

Hon. Mr. DUNKIN denied that such 
would be the effect of that Bill, but if 
one month's residence were to be a quali- 
fication, then the Territory might be 
swamped by American citizens. 


Mr. Bowell. 


[COMMONS] | 
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Bill. 1540 


Mr. MILLS said that was easily provid- 
ed against by giving a vote to naturalized 
British subjects only who had never be- 
come naturalized citizens of the United - 
States. While the House should take 
such steps as would confirm the present 
occupants of Manitoba in theirrights they 
should also guard against doing injustice 
to new settlers from other parts of the 
Dominion. It would be unfair and unwise 
to deprive Canadians who should settle in 
anew Province of political rights which 
they possessed in the Province they had 
left. There was no doubt that the popu- 
lation would more than double before the 
second election, so that members chosen 
at the present election would soon cease 
to represent the population with the ex- 
ception of the minority that had elected 
them. The hon. Minister of Militia surely 
was not afraid of emigrants from Quebec 
being less fit to exercise political rights in 
Manitoba than in the Province they had 
left. 

Mr. BELLEROSE in French defended 
the character of Richot, and denounced 
Mr. Bowell’s irreverent mode of epeains 
of the clergy. 

Mr. BOWELL, in reply, said he was pre- 
pared to denounce a rebel no matter what 


his position, creed, or nationality might — 


be. Ifthe hon. member for Bellechasse 


wished to uphold his clergy in treason, he ~ 


(Mr. Bowell) would not spare them 
even though he might in doing so hurt the 
over sensitive feeling of the hon. mem- 
ber. 

Mr. FORTIER, in French, also defended 
the Catholic clergy from the attacks of the 
member from Ontario, and spoke in strong 
terms against the Military movement 
against the half-breeds. 


Mr. BODWELL said the employment of 
a great many residents in Manitoba was 
such that they could not be householders, 
and, consequently, while he agreed with 
the hon. member for Cardwell, he went 
further, and would move that any bona 
Jide settler, resident in the Province one 
month previous to the election should be 
entitled to vote. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON had supported the 
Bill so far, believing it to be most liberal 
in its character, and one which: they would 
not have attempted last Session, and not 
even this Session, but for the Democratic 
revolution which had taken place in the 
interval, 
proposed by Mr. Bodwell was in conson- 
ance with the wide liberal and democratic 
principle of the Bill, and conseauge as he 
would vote for it. : 

Hon. Sir G. KE. CARTIER said that. was 
simply universal suffrage, and calculated — 
to drown out the half-breeds. 


He considered the amendment. _ 


“+ 


ey AOR Fee Pict Priel ROI IEE So = H5 

1541 Manitoba [May 10, 1870.] Biil. 1542 

e: Mr. MACKENZIE said the amendment , Scriver, Snider, Stirton, Thompson [OUnta- 
of the Government was simply universal| rio], Wallace, Wells, White, Wright 


‘amendment, and it was lost by, yeas 35, 


Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, Scatcherd, 


suffrage for those who had been in the 
Territory twelve months previous to the 


election. Now that term was too long. 
In the neighbouring States every male re- 
sident of the age of 21 hada right to vote. 
While he did not approve such universal 
suffrage as that, he believed that in their 
new Province they should be as liberal as 
their neighbours,—and give _ those 
who had been _ residents there 
one month previous to the election the 
right of voting. 


Mr. RYMAL wished to know 


the First. (Hear). 


fore it had been presented to the House. 


That was one of the provisions of the Bill. 


But was any provision made for the dis- 


qualification of those who had imprisoned 


and murdered loyal men in the North- 
West. 


brought in with ropes round their necks. 


They were never consulted or treated 
with until some of them had _ been strung 


up and the rest brought into the most. ab- 
ject submission, But now his hon. friend 


the mover of the Bill, seemed to have for- 


gotten it was he and his compatriots, in 


the rebellion of ’37 who were not treated | 


with and reqnested to send. delegates to 
the British Government in order to make 
known their wants and wishes, and never 
till some of them were strung up, and.all 
subjected did the British Government send 
out Lord Durham to enquire into: the 
cause of the rebellion. Then. did 
the Ambassador tell them they were 
justified in resisting the Family Compact. 
But the British Government had changed its 
tactics between the rebellion of’37 and.’70. 
Strange thata difference between latitude 
and longitude should bring about that 
change. Hecould not understand it, but it 
appeared to him there was behind the 
throne some power that’ was yet to make 
its appearance. 


A vote was taken on Mr. Bodwell’s 


nays 83. 

Yuas :—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowman, Brown, Connell, Currier, Dobbie, 
Holton, Macdonald [Glengarry], Macken- 
ue, Magill, McConkey, McDougall [Lan- 
ark], McMonies, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison 


[Victoria, 0], Oliver, Perry, Redford, Ross | 


| Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Ross 


if the 
clause allowed loyal refugees to vote when 
they returned to Manitoba and met with 
the approval of the Ambassadors of Louis 
It seems that all the 

rest of the Bill was submitted to them be- 


Far different was the treatment 
which the rebels had received at the hands 
of the Government in ’37. When he was 
young he remembered when rebels were 


Ray, 


rYork, Ontario, W. R.] and Young.—85. 
Nays :—Messrs. Archambault, Archibald, 
Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blanchet, Bourassa, Bowell, Brous- 
seau, Burton, Cameron [Pecl], Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George .E, 
Cartwright, Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford [Brockvlile], Daoust, Dorion, 
Drew, Dufresne, Dunkin, Ferguson, For- 
bes, Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher Gaudet, Gend- 
ron, Gibbs, Godin, Gray, Hincks, Sir Francis, 
Holmes, Howe, Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, 
Jones [Leeds and Grenville], Keeler, Kill- 
am, Kirkpatrick, lLacerte, Langevin, 
Langlois, Lawson, McDonald [Luni nburg, } 
McDonald [Middlesex], Masson [Soulan- 
ges], Masson [Terrebonne], McDougall 
[Three Rivers], McKeagney, Merritt, Mor- 
ris, Morison [Niagare-], O'Connor, Pelle- 
tier, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Ray, Read, Renaud, Robitaille, Ryan 
[King’s N. B.], Savary, Shanly, Stephen. 


son. Tilley, Tremblay, Walsh and Willson. 
3. 


Mr. FERGUSON’S amendment was lost 
by yeas 41, nays 76. 

Yeas: Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bolton, Bo- 
well, Bowman, Brown, Connell, Dobbie, 
Drew, Ferguson, Holmes, Jones (Leeds and 
Grenville), Macdonald (Glengarry), Mc. 
Donald (Lunenburg), Mackenzie, Magill, 
McConkey, McDougall (Lanark), Mce- 
Monies, Merritt, Metcalfe, Mills, Morison 
(Victoria, O.), Munroe, Oliver, Perry, Red- 


‘ford, Ross (Dundas), Ross (Prince Edward) 
‘Ross (Wellington, C. R.) Rymal, Scriver, 


Snider, - Stirton, Thompson (Ontario), 
Wallace, Wells, White, Willson, Wright, 
(York, Ontario, W. R.) and Young.—4l, 
‘Nays—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi- 
bald, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blinchet, Bourassa, Brousseau, 
Burton, Cameron (Peel), Campbell, Car- 
ling, Caron, Cartier, Sir George H,, Cart- 
wright. Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, 
Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford (Brockville), Daoust, Dorion, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Forbes, Fortier, Fortin, 
Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendron, Gibbs. Godin, 
Gray, Hincks, Sir Francis, Holton, Howe, 
Huot, Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Killam, 
Kirkpatrick, Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, 
Lawson. McDonald. (Middlesex), Masson 
(Soulanges), Masson [Terrebone],,. Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, Mor- 
ris, Morison [Niagara], O’Connor, Pelle- 
tier, Pinsonneault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, 
Read, Renaud. Robitaille, Ryan 
[King’s N. B.], Savary, Shanly, Stephen- 


son, Tilley, Tremblay and Walsh.—76. 


Hon. Mr. MoDOUGALL moved, in 
amendment to the 16th clause that no per- 
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son arrested for any felony shall be entitled 
to vote. 

Mr. O'CONNOR would not say whether 
he was in favour of the substance of the 
motion proposed by the hon. member for 
North Linark, but he was surprised to 
find that there should be such a difference 
between it and the one proposed by that 
gentleman yesterday, which only defined 
persons who were ineligible to act as 
members of the Legislature. 

At 60'clock the House rose for recess. 
AFTER RECESS. 


THE SUPREME COURT. BILL—~PROLCGA- 
TION... % 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER an- 
nounced that the Government had decided 
that at that advanecd stage of the Session, 
and the law not being proposed to come 
directly into effect, Government would 
not press the Supreme Court Bill. With 
regard to closing the Session he could 
“not state exactly the day when the pro- 
rogation m.ght-take place, but if progress 
was made with the Manitoba Bill and 
Hstimates, the Government expected to 
be in a position to advise the prorogation 
on Thursday, provided the Senate des- 
patched their business as expected, (hear, 
hear.) 


PROVINCE OF MANITOBA. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER then 
resumed the debate on Hon. Mr. McDou- 
gall’s amendment on the Manitoba Bill. 
With regard to the Leg.slative Assembly 
provided by the Bill, it must be placed on 
the same footing as the Legislatures held 
in other Provinces, neither at Quebec nor 
at Toronto had any one dared to prescribe 
rules for those Assémbiies, but a different 
course was proposed by the hon. gentle- 
man with regard to Manitoba. Why did 
not the hon. member state his reasons 
for doing so? The true reason was that 
some persons, who might have been mixed 
up in the late or local disturbances, should 
be prevented from the oppor tunity of 
election. ‘The hon. member had pronounc- 
ed his own condemnation, for at the end 
of the letter reid last night he said, ‘‘You 
have placed me in the position of a felon, / 
and he complained of his treatment by 
Government. The laws in the Territory 
were of a mixed character, the criminal 
law of England being the law there to a 
greater extent thin here, and any one 
who had been concerned in the illegalities 
committed there had to be tried by those 
jaws. ‘There would be arrests on both 
sides, and why should they adopt such 
an odious proceeding as was proposed. 


Hon. Mr. McDougall. 


[COMMONS|] 
‘He thought it would be better for the | 
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hon. member not to follow up that line 
of conduct. 
Mr. McDougall, but he would not aid 


in carrying his feelings of disappointment 


into permanent legislation affecting this 
new Province. Similar difficulties had 


hs 


He sympathized with Hon. 
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arisen in Upper and Lower Canada, and — 


the treatment of those facts should not 
be different in the case of Manitoba. 
That House had always had theright to 
expel from its body any member who was 
unworthy to sit in it, and he quoted a 
case which took place in 1858, that of Mr. 
O'Farrell, in the County of Lotbiniere, 
where an adverse petition was discharged, 
but a Committee of the House was ap- 
pointed and the member eventually ex- 
pelled as being unworthy of a seat in the 
House. They ought not to presume that 
there would be less wish to preserve the 
character of the House in Manitoba. 
O’Donavan Rossa was a case in point in the 
English Parliament. The time of accusa- 
tion, would come, and probably there 
would be too much of it; but they ought 
not to place a provision inthe Bill which 
would have the effect of producing dis- 
quiet. 


Hon. J. HILLYARD CAMERON ridi- 
culed the idea of making persons under 
arrest none-eligible for election, as it would 


involve the consequence of considering | 


everyone under arrest guilty of crime; 
and the provision proposed was not re- 


quiredin that House, or in the Legislative 


Assemblies, because they had the power 
to expel a member convicted of felony ; 
but, in the case of the Senate, other con- 

siderations arose, and the necessity of such 
a clause was clear. The Bill, if passed 
with that provision, would be a fire-brand, 

and would place those people on a dif. 

ferent footing from those of the other 
Provinces. It would make innocent per- 
sons liable to be arrested merely for the 
purpose of preventing their election. He 
thought that such an opportunity should 
not be offered. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL was not sur- 
prised at the arguments of the member 
for Peel; but he was a little surprised at 
those of the Minister of Militia. In mak- 
ing the appeal that he had, he desired to 
say once for all that he should perform his 
double duty to the best ot his ability, with- 
out regard to any personal relations that 
might have existed in the past. Refer- 
ence had been made to his misfortunes ; 
but he did not consider them to be al- 
together misfortunes. 


sentiments of quite a friendly character ; 
but he must remember that they both had. 


public and representative duties to— per: 


He believed that 
the Minister of Militia held towards him 
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form in which no private duties had any 
The House was not 
to be influenced by any position he might 
have held in times past. The measure 
was before the House and it was for them 
to see that in framing a Goyernment for 
the new Province, and in view of what had 
taken place, they should so far respect 
public opinion in Canada, the British feel- 
ing of the Dominion, that should render 
it beyond peradventure that any one that 
had been guilty of murder and robbery 
should be elected a member of the Legis- 
lature. He thought if some such pro- 
vision was not made that they should 
have such men as Riel, Lepine and the 
traitors who sat, in conclave on poor 
Scott elected tothe Legislature. It would 
be extremely unwise, and under the 
peculiar circumstances, it was not more 
than just and right in view of the highest 
interests of the Dominion to put it beyond 
the power of the people to elect such men 
to the administration of the. affairs of the 
Province. The hon. gentleman had re- 
ferred to the Quebec Conference, and said 
no such provision had been made in it 
as that, but the agreement was that the 
law should exist as it was till Parliament 
should see fit to alter it. Ee admitted 
the House was competent to deal with 
such matters; but he thought it would be 


a disgrace to allow such men as Riel to be 


elected to the Legislature in the new 
Province. 


Mr. LEVESCONTE wished to know if 


the enactment proposed by the hon. 


member for North Lanark would not 
cast a stigma on the people of Manitoba as 
thieves and robbers ? 


_» Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said if the peo- 
ple up there were afraid of being exclud- 
ed by such a clause then they were not fit 
to be entrusted with self government. He 
was ready to substitute the word guilty 
in lieu of arrest, but he did think that 
those who had been guilty of felony should 
not have seats in the House, which might 
be the result unless a clause like that 
submitted was introduced into the Bill. 


Hon. Col. GRAY said the present law was 
sufficient to meet all cases, They should 
avoid the appearance of personal leglisla- 
tion. 

The amendment was lost on a division. 

Mr. MACKENZIE moved to expunge 
the 27th Section and insert in lieu thereof 
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conditions as the Governor-General in 
Council may from time to time determine.” 
He assumed that 200 acres were sufficient 
for each child as they came of age. That 
would be definite, and would relieve the 
Province from the calamity of taking up: 


Vv 


the 1,400,000 acres at once. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER gaid 
that would be merely a change in the way 
of disposing of the land. They had been 
taunted with givingaway too much land ; 
but he was aware that in the Province 
there were nv less than 10,000 children 
which would involve the giving of 2,000,000 
acres. ‘lhe Government had therefore he 
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| thought mide a better bargain than the 


hon. gentleman's proposal. ; 

Division was then taken—Yeas 37, Nays 
80. | 

Yuas :—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Edlton, 
Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Connell, Dobbie, 
Drew, Ferguson, Grover, Macdonald 
(Glengarry), MacFarlane, Mackenzie, Ma- 
gill, McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], Mc- 
Monies, Metc.lfe, Mills, Morrison [ Victoria, 
O.], Munroe, Oliver, Perry, Redford, Ross 
Dundas], Ross [Prince Edward], Roas 
fWellington, C. h.], Scatcherd, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Ontario], Wallace, 
Wells, White, Wright [York, Ontario, W. 
R.], and Young.—937. 

Nays :— Messrs. Archambeault, Archt- 
bald, Beaty, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, 
Benoit, Blanchet, Bourassa, Bown, Brous- 
seau, Burton, Cameron [Peel], Campbell, 
Carling, Caron, Cartier Sir George, Cas- 
ault, Cayley, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, 
Coupal, Crawford [Brockville], Currier, - 
Daoust, Dorion, Dufresne, Dunkin, Forbes, — 
Fortier, Fortin, Gaucher, Gaudet, Gendion, 
Gibbs, Godin, Grey, Heath, Hincks, Sir 
Francis, Holmes, Holton, Howe, Huot, 
Hurdon, Jackson, Keeler, Kirkpatrick, 
Lacerte, Langevin, Langlois, Lawson, Le 
Vesconte, McDonald [Middlesex], Masson 
[Soulanges], Masson [Terrebonne], Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McGreevy, Mc- 
Keagney, Merrtt, Morris Morrison, 
(Niagara], O’Connor, Pelletier, Pinson- 


| neault, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Read, Renaud, 


Robitaille, Ryan [King’s N. B.], Savary, 
Scriver, Shanly, Stephenson, Tilley, Trem- 


{blay, Walsh and Willson.—80. | 


Mr. OLIVER moved that the Education 
clause be struck out. 


Hon. Mr. CHAUVEAU hoped the 


‘(that whereas 1t is expedient to appro- | amendment would not be carried. It was 


priate a portion of such ungranted lands | desirable 


to protect the minority in — 


for families of half-breed residents, it is| Manitoba from the great evil of religious 


hereby enacted that the children of such 
half-breeds resident in the Province shall 
be entitled to receive a graet of not more 
than 20) acres each on attaining the age 


of 18 years in such mode and on such 


/ 


dissensions on education. The could be 
no better model to follow in that case 
than the Union Act, which gave full pro- 
tection to minorities. It was impossible 
to soy who would form a majority there, 
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Protestants or Catholic. If the popula- 
tion were to come from over the seas, 
then the Protestants would be in a majori- 
ty. If, as had been asserted, Manitoba was 
to be a French preserve, then the Catholics 
would bea mojority. He did not care 
which, because he desired only to see the 
new Province freed from discussions, 
which had done so much injury in the old 
Provinces of Canada. They presented a 


Province of 


_ problem to the whole world, and the 


question was, could two Christian bodies, 
almost equally balanced, be held together 
under the British Constitution. He be- 
lieved that problem could be worked out 
successfully, 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said the effect 
of the clause, if not struck out, would be 
to fix laws which the Local Legislature 
could not alter in future, and that it 
would be better to leave the matter to 
local authorities to decide, as in the other 
Provinces. He quite agreed with his hon. 
friend in giving the same powers to this 
Province as the others, and it was for 
that reason that he desired to strike out 
the clause. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER referred 
to the manner in which the Red River 
country had been settled, and grants of 
land which had been made to the clergy 
for the purposes of education. 


Mr. MACKENZIE was prepared to leave 
the matter to be settled exclusively by 
the Local Legislature. The British North 
America Act gave all the protection nec- 
essary for minorities; and local authorities 
understood their own local wants better 
than the General Legislature. It was his 


earnest desire to avoid introducing into 
the new Province those detrimental dis- 
cussions which had operated so unhappily | 
on their own country, and therefore hoped | 


the amendment would be carried. 


After along discussion a division was 
taken on the amendment—Yeas 34, Nays 
81. 


_ YEAS:—Messrs. Ault, Bodwell, Bolton, 
Bowell, Bowman, Brown, Connell, Dobbie, 
Drew, Ferguson, Jones [Leeds and Gren- 
ville}, Kirkpatrick, Macdonald [Glengarry], 
Mackenzie, McConkey, McDougall [Lanark], 
Mills, Morrison [Victoria, O.], 
Oliver, Redford, Ross [Dundas), Ross 
{Prince Edward], Ross[Victoria, N. 8.], 
Ross (Wellington, C. R.], Rymal, Snider, 
Stirton, Thompson [Ontario], Wallace, 
Wells, White, Wright, [York, Ontario, W. 
R.J, and Young.—34. 

Nays:—Messrs. Archambeault, Archi 
bald, Beaubien, Béchard, Bellerose, Benoit, 
Blanchet, Bourassa, Bown | Brousseau, 


Burton, Cameron [Peel], Campbell, Carling, 


Caron, Cartier Sir Georges E, Casault, Cayle 
) Be 4, yey, 


Hon. Mr. Chanvean. 
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measure as it stood. 
from first to last to accpt any amendment, 
‘except the one that was forced on them 
by a strong expression of the opinion of 
‘the House at the outset; but believing 
that it was necessary to have some Bill 
passed, to have some form of Government — 
established there, he did not ask for the 
Bill to be passed on a division, and so far 
}as he was concerned it might pass without 
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Chauveau, Cheval, Cimon, Costigan, Cou- 
pal, Crawford [Brockville], Daoust, Dorion, 
Dufresne, Dunkin, Fortier, Forti, Gau- 
cher, Gaudet, Geoffrion, Gendron, Gibbs- 
Godin, Grant, Gray, Grover, Heath, 


Hincks, Sir Francis, Holmes, Holton, Huot, 


Hurdon, Keeler, Lacerte, Langevin, Lang- 
lois, Lawson, LeVesconte, McDonald [Lu- 
nenburg], McDonald [Middlesex], Masson 
[Soulanges], Masson [Terrebonne], Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McGreevy, Mc- 


Keagney, Merritt, Morris, Morison [Nia-. 


gara], O’Connor‘ Pelletier, Perry, Pinson- 


neault, Pope, Pouliot, Pozer, Ray, Renaud, 


Robitaille, Ryan [King’s N. B.], Savary, 
Scatcherd, Scriver, Shanly, Stenhenson, 
Tilley, Tremblay, Walsh and Willson,—81. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON asked the Minister of 
Militia what provision had been made to 


extend the Criminal Code of the Dominion 


to the new Province? He had looked 


through the Bill and could see no such 
provision made in it.. ' 


Hon. Sir GEORGE -E. CARTIER said . 


the Criminal Law, now prevailing there, 
which was the English Code, would con- 
tinue in force until the people of the 
Province were prepared for the laws of the 
Dominion. 


Hon. J. H. CAMERON said the laws 


in force in Red River Territory included 


all crimes except capital offences, and 
offences the punishment of which was 
transportation, which could be tried only 
in. the Courts of Lower and Upper 
Canada. 


On a motion for the third reading. 


\ 


Mr. MACKENZIE said he would not | 


oppose it. The Opposition had endeavour- 
ed to amend its objectionable features, and 
having failed in that, they threw the respon- 
sibility wholly on the Government of the 
They had declined 


any opposition whatever. 


The Bill was the read a third time and 
| recommitted. 


Gn the toption df Hon Sir GHOReER aa 
CARTIER for the purpose of amending the 


10th clause relating to elections, as he had 


proposed in the early part of the evening, es 
the amendment was concurred in’and the By 


Bill passed. peigs 
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| SUPPLEMENTARY, ESTIMATE. -NORTH 
i, WEST VOTE. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS appealed to 
the House not to raise a discussion at that 
stage, but wait for the motion for concur- 
rence. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON agreed with the hon. 
Finance Minister that it would be better to 
advance the itema stage that night, as 
the session was very far advanced, 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said it was 
entirely the fault of the Government that 
the discussion on his motion had not 
taken place sooner. He had placed the 
motion on the papers fully a month ago, 
but it had always been shifted so as to put 
off the discussion till the day before pro- 
rogation. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—Well, you 
can leave the discussion on concurrence. 


Mr. MASSON—Yes, when half the 
House has gone home. I will have the 
discussion to-night. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS—I will stay 
till six in the morning if the hon. gentle- 
man likes. 


Mr. MASSON said that he would stay 
till November before he would let the 
matter drop. The policy of the Hon. 
Minister of Finance would ruin the country. 
He (Mr. Masson): had said so when the 
appointment was. made and he believed it 
still. He now desired to know if it was 
the intention of the Government to grant 
an amnesty in Manitoba, now that the 
Bill had been passed. It was but fair to 
give that information. From the day that 
motion had been placed on the orders the 
Government had steadily avoided saying 
anything about the object of the expedi- 
tion to the North West. If it was on a 
peaceful mission, they were sending too 
| many; if for war, they were sending too 
few. He found in the Bill of Rights that 
the army in.the Territory was to be com- 
posed only of inhabitants; and if the 
Government had acceded to that demand, 
how did they propose to send that force? 
He intended to move an amendment on 
the supplementary vote similar to that he 
had already moved to the item under dis- 
cussion. 


Mr. GAUCHER asked if it was the in- 
tention to draft the militiamen, whether 
they were disposed to serve or not. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE KE. CARTIER, in 
French, said the expedition was one of 
peace, and was necessary for the acquisi- 
tion of the Territory. The Canadian Gov- 
ernment was in this matter acting in ac- 
cordance with the Imperial authorities. 
The measure which had just passed the 
House, was one of pacification, and was 
might burn and devastate the country, necessarily preceded by an expedition to 
- Jeaving the expedition in the same condi- | re-establish the authority of the Queen and 
tion as the French troops at Moscow. restore order and security to life and 


| 


The adjourned debate on the motion 
on concurrence on the item respecting the 
North-West Territories, reported from the 
Committee of Supply on the ordinary esti- 
mates, with Mr. Masson’s amendment, was 
resumed. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN moved in amendment 
to recommit thisitem to the same Com- 
mittee to which a similar vote in the Sup- 
plementary Estimates had (been referred, 
with a view to placing them ina juxta 
position. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON raised the point 
of order, that both were revotes of the 
same sum. The proper course would be 
to discharge either orders. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the object. of the, Government and the hon. 
gentleman was the same, but they had 
taken advice and were of opinion that that 
was the correct course to adopt. 


After some discussion, 


The SPEAKER railed that fie House 
could only know, so far as itself was con- 
cerned, one item upon its order, and he 
thought if that stood alone there could 
be no question that the House could refer 
it back to the Committee of Supply. Then 
the question was, had the House tided 
over its own order in any way, and depriv- 
ed itself of the power of sending the item 
to its own Committee? Ile thought not, 
amd therefore ruled that the motion of 
Hon. Mr. Dunkin was in order. 


Mr. DUFRESNE thought thatif, in addi- 
tion to the cost ofacquiring the ‘rights of | 
the Hudson Bay Company, there had been 
added the cost of a war, which might pos- 
sibly be a war of extermination, few 
would havebeen found to vote for an- 
nexing the North-West Territory, par- 
ticularly as some members of the House, 
himself among the number, hesitated, in 
view of the enormous expenses likely to 
be entailed, to support the proposition, 
when ‘it was believed the Territory could 
be acquired peaceably. It would be said 
that peace was already made, and that 
the rights of the people of the Territory 
were acknowledged. What then, he 
asked, was the necessity for the proposed 
expedition, which might result in stirring 
up angry feelings afresh, and enkindle a 
war which might involve the dismember- 
ment ofthe Dominion itself? He objected, 
therefore, to that military expenditure 
as, even if no effectual military resistance 
could be offered to it, the half-breeds 
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property in the country. It was necessary 
to send troops to protect a large portion 
of the people there who were at the mercy 
of an armed minority. The spirit which 
. had been shown by England towards Ire- 
land showed that she desired to do justice 
to all her Possessions, and as well to Red 
River as to others. Itwas necessary that 
her authority should be established there, 
and it was for that purpose the expedition 
was to be sent, and not for the purpose of 
carrying on war. It was the desire of the 
Convention that troops should be sent and 
every one must be aware that in consequ- 
ence of the troubles which had existed, 
unless authority was re-established and 
troops sent to maintain it, there was a dan- 
ger of various sections of the people en- 
gaging in civil war, whereas if the law 
Courts were to be able to excerise their 
powers, they must be supported by, the 
force necessary. Irregularity had taken 
place on both sides, and it was probable 
that the Imperal Government, as was its 
custom, would grant an amnesty to of. 
fenders. With regard to Mr. Gaucher's 
question, the composition of the force 
shewed thai it was not sent with a feeling 
of hatred, diverent creeds andraces being 
mixed together. : 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON interrupting, sug- 
gested that the discussion should be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE FE. CARTIER fell in 
with the suggestion, and would postpone 
his future remarks. 


Supply 


SUPPLY: 


The House went into Committee of Sup- 
ply, Mr. BLANCHET in the chair. ; 

On a motion for the adoption of the re- 
vote of $1,400,000 for opening up the 
country and establishment of the Govern- 
ment in the North-West Territory. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON again objected to 
voting that item, when a portion of it was 
intended to pay for a military expedition. 
He denounced such an unmanly policy 
as trying to jorce that item through under 
another heading. The Government had 
promised once before to bring it under 
a proper heading in the item in the esti- 
mates for the expenses of the Military ex- 
pedition, and he denounced the unmanly 
act on their part of breaking faith with the 
House. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER and 
Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS rose to reply, 
and the former kept the floor. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Government askel from the Committee 
authority for the application of a sum of 
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country and the establishment of a Govern- 
ment in the Territory. They now come 


| $16,000. 


eee 
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forward to ask to apply a portion of it for 
the purpose of paying the expenses of that 
Military Expedition. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON considered the 
House had been unfairly dealt with. He 
wished to know how much reyote had al- 
ready been expended for civil purposes, 
and what amount, if any on military expe- 
ditions. 

- Hon.Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said it was 


the intention of tha Government to give © 


full details on revote for concurrence. 

Hon. Mr. HOLTON would prefer expia- 
nation in committee of the whole. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN said in round 
numbers the expenditure up to Ist April, 
on Thunder Bay Road was $152,000, and 
the amount estimated for the following 
year was $170,000. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER explained 
that it was their desire to open up commu.- 
nication with the Red River country as 


‘soon as possible, and consequently the 


work had been pushed forward with the 
utmost vigour, and they had ordered a 
number of boats for the service of the 
troops to be constructed for their use be- 
tween Fort Girry and Thunder Bay. 


Horses had also tcen purchased, but the © 


cost had to be divided between the Cana- 
dian and Imperial Governments, as he had 
previously intirhated. The amount of the 
expenditure had been nearly as follows: 
Horses and oxen, $35,000; forage $5,000; 
waggons and carts, $5,000; boats, as men- 
tioned in the statement of expenditure. 
That expenditure, as he had 
stated, was merely preliminary, and it re- 
mained to be adjusted between the two 
Governments, and then it was only on Sat- 
urday last that there was a full notification 
to the Canadian Government that Gen. 
Lindsay had received the order to move 
the expedition. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON—What about the > 


clothing and equipments. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said those had 
been supplied from the Militia stores which 
they had on hand already, but he would 
give a statement of all expenditures to- 
morrow. 

The amendment was then adopted. 


THE EXPEDITION CORRESPONDENCE. 
In reply to Mr. MACKENZIE. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said that two or 
three of the members of the Government — 
had waited on His Excellency for the pur- — 
pose ofasking whether the correspondence 
between the Imperial and Dominion Go- | 
ts in reference to the expedition, . ~ 


vernmen 


-money which was voted for opening the | could be produced. 


Hon. Sir George E. Cartier. 
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After some discussion the item was with- 
drawn. . 


SHCRET SERVICE. 


On the item of $100,000 for secret ser- 
Vice, in reply to Mr. MACKENZIE. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said the necessity 

for that fund had not passed away. The 


' Government had felt the inconvenience of 


not having such a fund last year. The 

money was well spent in securing peace. 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON regretted that such 

afund was necessary. ‘The demand for 


_ such services as shown by that fund was 


sure to create a supply. He should move 
a reduction by expunging the vote. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER was willing to 
reduce the vote by $25,000. 


The statement as reduced was agreed to, 


On item $5,000 for Miscellaneous Print- 
ing. 

Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS, with a view of 
meeting the objection of the member for 
Lambton, proposed that the word ‘de- 
partmental’ should be substituted in lieu 
of ‘‘miscellaneous.”’ 


In answer to Mr. MACKENZIE. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said he would 
bring down further information on concur- 
rence and if that did not suit the hon. 
member for Lambton he would withdraw 
the item. 

On item $25,000 for slides and booms, 
on the Ottawa river 

Hon. Mr.. LANGEVIN explained that 
the expenditure would be required to re- 
pair damages caused by Spring freshets. 

After a short discussion the item was 
carried, and the Committee rose, reported 
and asked leave to sit again. 

The House rose at two o’clock a. m. 


- SENATE. 
Wepyespay, May 11th 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at three 
o’clock. 


SUPERANNUATION BILL. 


Hon. Mr. MITCHELL moved the second 
reading of the Bill intitled. ‘An Act for 
ensuring the efficiency of the Civil Service 
of Canada by providing for the superannua- 
tion of persons employe therein in certain 
cases. . 

Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE St. JUST op- 
posed the Billas being unjust in its pro- 
visions to the Civil Service. He called 
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attention to the fact that it was especially 
unjust inasmuch as it prevented or ham- 
pered men insuring their lives and imposed 
a tax which would be no benefit in case of 
death to the families of the very persons 
for whom it was enacted. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN also opposed the Bill — 
on the grounds of its injustice, and 
moved that it be read that day six months. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT seconded the mo- 
tion, and gave his reasons for opposing 
the Bill which imposed unjust exactions on 
a large and deserving .class of men, and 
could not be supported by reference to the 
legislation of other countries. In this con- 
nection, the hon. gentleman referred’ to 
the legislation of England on the subject, 
and showed that the British Parliament 
had once imposed such @ tax but sub- 
sequently did away with it as unfair and 
contrary to the interests of the public. , 

Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL defended the 


Business. 


course of the government in 
introducing the Bill and = argued 
that 1t was the only measure practic- 
able under the circumstances, he 


did not think the measure would press 
heavily on public servants, and was sure 
that the benefit that must accrue from it 
would be far above any trifling exactions it 
mightdemand. The Civil Service was at 
last to havea guarantee that they would 
have sufficient and comfortable provision 
in their declining years. 

Hon. Mr. MITCHELL argued at length 
in support of the Bill, and said that it was 
the object of the Government to make the 
Civil Service self-sustaining and the country 
would not be expected to pay for the 
maintenance of officers in their old age. 
Some further discussion took place—Hon. 
Messrs. Wilmot, Olivier and Wark oppo- 
sing the Bill and Hon. Messrs. Armand, 
Chapais and Ross supportmg it. 

The Amendment was rejected on the 
following division :— 

Contents :—Hon. Messrs. Bureau, Cor- 
mier, Leonard, Létellier de St. Just, 
Locke, Malhiot, Olivier, Reesor, Sanborn, 


| S.mpson, Wark and Wilmot.—12. 


Non-Contents:—Hon. Messrs. Aikins, 
Armand, Bill, Burnham, Campbell, Cau- 
chon, Chapais, Dickson, Duchesnay, E. H. 
J., Dumouchel, Guévremont, Hamilton 
(Kingston), Holmes, Kenny, Lacoste, Les- 
lie, McCrea, McDonald, McLean, McMaster, 
Matheson, Mills, Mitchell, Ross, Seymour, 
Shaw and Skead.—27. 

Hon. Mr. BOURINOT stated that he had 
paired off with Hon. Mr. McPherson, who 
was in favour of the Bill. 


THE INTERCOLONIAL RAILWAY. 


On motion of Hon. Mr. WARK, the 
House again took up the Report of the Se- 
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lect Committee appointed to examine the 
Report of the Commissioners of the Inter- 
colonial Railway, and the accompanying 
documents be adopted. 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 


7 spoke at length in French in support of 


the Report, and Hon. Mr. McLELAN com- 
menced explanations in reply,—the latter 
complaining that the Commissioners had 
no opportunity whatever of giving inform- 
ation on the matters referred to in the re- 
port. 

On motion of Hon. Mr. WARK, second- 
ed by Hon. Mr. MILLER, it was ordered 

That the same be postponed until the 
next sitting of The House. 

A Message was brought from the House 
of Commons with a Bill intitled: “An Act 
to amend and continue the Acts 32 and 33, 
Victoria, chapter 3, and to establish and 
provide for the Government of Manitoba. 

Also stating that they had passed the Bill 
respecting the expiration of Acts and parts 
of Acts, without any amendment. 

The House then adjourned until eight 
o'clock that evening. 


SECOND SITTING. 


The SPEAKER took the chair 
o'clock, p. m. 


The following Bills were passed through 
their several Ae ges :— 


An Act to explain and amend the ‘Act 
respecting the collection and management 
ofthe Revenue, the Auditing of ~Public 
Accounts, and the liability of "Public Ac- 
‘countants.” 


An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
Duties of Justices of the Peace out of Ses— 
sion, in relation to Summar y Convictions 


and Orders. 
An Act to amend the Act imposing Du- 


ties on Promissory Notes and Bills of Ex- 
change. 


Bank of Upper Canada Trustees Bill. 
kaw Hides and Leather Inspection Bill. 
‘Ottawa River Works Bill. 

‘Timber Marking Bill. 


An Act for the better ensuring the 
etticiency of the Civil Service of Canada, 
by providing for the superannuation of 
persons employed therein in certain cases. 


The House was resumed, and several 
messages were received from the House of 
Commons, announcing the passage of cer- 
tain Bills which were adopted in due 
form. 


at eight 


MANITOBA. 


Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL then moved the 
second reading of.the Bill intitled ‘An 


Hon. Mr. Wark. 
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| Act to amend and continue the ‘Act 32 
and 33 Victoria, chapter 3, and to establish 


and provide for the Government of the 
Province of Manitoba.’ In doing so, the 


hon. gentleman made a few explanations to — 


show the nature of the Bill, to the effect of 
those given in the other branch of the 
Parliament on the same subject. In 
concluding, he said that the Government 
of the Dominion had endeavoured to deal 
with the people of the new Province in the 
most generous and liberal spirit, and that 
he was confident they would cordially unite 
in building up a great British Dominion 
on this side of the Atlantic, which would 


perpetuate British institutions for all time — 


to come, (cheers). 


Hon. Mr. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
addressed the House in French, taking 
objection to certain details of the Govern- 
ment measures for the establishment of 
Canadian authority in the New Province. 
He referred to what he considered were mis- 
takes of the Government in dealing with 


the people, and saw danger in going to — 


them now, with a Bill of Government in 
one hand, and a menace in the shape of 
an expedition i in the other. 


Hon. Mr. SANBORN stated his objec- 
tions to the Billunder consideration. He 
looked with fear on the‘large expenditures 
that the Government of this country were 
yearly incurring; but still he would not 
pretend to stem the current of sentiment 
that took us ‘Westward Hol” He 
believed, however, it was a mistaken 
policy to make so small a Province out of 
soimmense a Territory, though he knew 
perfectly well that the object. was to give 
as much power as possible to the resident 
population. 


Hon. Mr. REESOR also opposed the Bill 
on the ground that there was no reason for 
carving out gso small a Province. The 
present population of the district was not 
above 14,000 souls, and for maintaining 
all the necessary services and supplying all 
their wants, a very inexpensive machinery 
was sufficient. In the neighbouring States, 
there was nothing like the extent of 
machinery that was provided for the Gov- 
ernment of the new Province. 


Hon. Mr. BUREAU supported the Bill . 


as a whole. F 


Hon. M. LETELLIER DE ST. JUST 
said that he for one, did not pretend to 
say that the measure was not unsound in 
many respects but nevertheless he would 


oppose any amendment, and throw the_ 


entire responsibility upon the Government. 


If there was anything wrong in the Bill, © 


they alone should have to bear the blame. 
The Bill was then read a second time 
and committed immediately to a Caper 
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_ “of forty-nine degrees 


tee of the whole, Hon. Mr. ARMAND in 
the chair. | 

The Committee reported up the Bill 
without any amendment. 

Hon. Mr: CAMPBELL moved, seconded 
by Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, that the Bill be 
read a third time presently. 

Hon. Mr. REESOR moved in amend- 
ment, seconded by Hon. Mr. SANBORN. 

To leave out all the words after ‘the’ 
and insert ‘‘ Bill be amended as follows:’’— 

Page 1, line 26, leave out from ‘‘of’’ to! 
the end of the section, and insert ‘one 
“hundred and two degrees west longitude 


"from Greenwich intersects the parallel 


“of forty-nine degrees north latitude, 
“thence due west along the said parallel 
north latitude, 
“(which forms a portion of the boundary 
‘line between the United States of America 
“and the said North West Territory) to 
“the Lake of the Woods, thence easterly 
‘Calong the International boundary line to 
‘the Western boundary of the Province of 
‘¢ Ontario, thence due north to the parallel 
‘of 52 degrees north latitude. Thence 


~ “due west along said parallel of 52 de- 


“ grees north latitude to its intersection 
“with the before mentioned meridian of 
‘102 degrees west longitude, thence south 
‘to the place of beginning.” 


The question of concurrence being put 
thereon, the same was, on a Division, re- 
solved in the negative. 

Then Hon. Mr. SANBORN moved in 
amendment, seconded by Hon. Mr Mc- 
MASTER. ; 

To leave out all the words after. “the” 
and insert ‘‘ Bill be amended by leaving 
‘“out the third sub-section of section 17, 
‘‘and. inserting the following: “And a 
“‘ don@ fide Householder, within the Elec- 
‘‘toral Division, at the date of writ of elec- 
‘‘tion for the same and has been a bond 
‘‘ fide Householder for three months next | 
‘¢ before the said date.” 


The question of concurrence being put 
thereon, the same was on a division, re- 
solved in the negative, 

Then Hon, Mr. SANBORN moved in 
amendment, seconded by Hon. Mr. Mc- 
MASTER. 

To leave out all words after ‘the’? and 
insert ‘‘ Bill be amended as follows :’’— 

Page 6, line 46. After ‘‘succeeding”’ 
insert— 

‘‘Nothing in this Act shall be held to 
‘prevent any legislation of the Parliament 
‘‘ at any future time to apportion the re- 
‘‘presentation which said Province shall 
‘have in The Senate or House of Com. 
4¢mons, as to determine the limits of said 
«‘ Province on the Electoral Divisions there- 
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‘of, for representation in the Dominion 
‘Parliament, adapted to the changed 
“condition and circumstances thereof 
‘provided that no such change shall be 
“made until the population of said Pro- 
‘‘ vince shall entitle the same to increased 
‘‘representation in The Commons, com- 
‘(puted on the basis of representation of 
“the existing Provinces of the Dominion, 
‘under the fifty-first section of the Union 
Act.” 


The question of concurrence being put - 
thereon the House divided, and_ the 
names being called for, they were taken 
down as follows :— 


Nexéontents :— Hon. Messrs. Burnham, 
Dickson, Leonard, Letellier de St. Just, 
Locke, McDonald, McMaster, Reesor, 
Sanborn, Seymour, Simpson and Skead,— 

Non-Contents :—Hon. Messrs. Aikins, 
Armand, Bill, Bureau, Campbell, Chaffers, 
Chapais, Cormier, Duchesnay, E. H. J., 
Dumouchel, Holmes, Kenny, Leslie, 
McCrea, McLelan, Malhiot, Mills, Mitchell, 
Olivier, Ross, Ryan, Shaw.—22. 

The Bill then passed the Senate, and 
was returned to the Commons without any 
amendment. 


The Order of the day being read for re- 
suming the adjourned Debate on the Hon. 
Mr. WARK’S motion viz: That the Re- 
port of the Select Committee appointed 
to examine the Report of the Commission: 
ers of the Intercolonial Railway and ac- 
companying Documents, be adopted. 


On motion of the Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 
seconded by the Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, it 
was ordered. 


That the same be discharged from the 
Orders of the Day. 


The House then adjourned. 


COMMONS. 
Orrawa, May 11 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 3:20 
MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE’S REPORT. 


After routine business 

Mr. MACKENZIE complained of the in- 
complete manner in which the report of 
the Minister of Agriculture had been 
drawn up. 


Hon. Mr. DUNKIN promised that the 
report would be completed in a few days. 
He had taken possession of the office so 
recently that he could scarcely be held 
responsible for the delay and was making 
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every exertion to have the returns brought 
down. 

Mr. MACKENZIE expressed himself 
satisfied. 


Routine 


THE TARIVE DILL—PRIVILEGE. 


The Tariff Bill was returned from the 
~' Senate without amendments. 


Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the words |. 


“without amendments’’ on the ground 
that the Senate had no right to make 
amendments to a Bill of that nature. He 
thought the measure should be returned 
to the Senate with instructions to strike 
out the words objected to. 


Hon. Sir G. BE. CARTIER said the words 
were merely formal, and at that late period 
of the Session it was hardly the proper time 
to enter into nice discussions. 

In the ensuing discussion, 

ion Mr. DUNKIN pr oduced the jour- 
nals of the House of Commons (England) 
for 1867, in which a Supply Bill was return- 

ed from the Hous se of Lords with the same 
formula. 

The matter then dropped. 


THE INDIANS IN THE NORTH-* 
TORY. 


VEST TERRI- 


Mr. MASSON (Terrebonne? asked if Go- 
verAment had any information of a fact of 
the greatest importance, in so far as rela: 
ted to the feelings existing now in the 
North-West Territory, and the Indian 
tribes that surrounded them. He had 
seen a letter in the Nouveau Monde to the 
effect that the Indians were threatening to 
drive tho inhabitants out of the Nor th- 
West Territory. 


Hon, Mr. McDOUGALL said he had as 
reliable information as the hon. member 
for Terrebone, that there was no founda- 
tion for the story, except that the Sioux 
Indians threatened to drive out Riel and 
the rebels to the United States, and estab- 
lish the Queen’s authority in the Terri- 
tory. Any movement that had been made 
by the Indians, according to his informa- 
tion, had been in that direction. 

Mr. MACKENZIE said that there was a 
clergyman now in Ottawa, a resident in 
Portage La Prarie, who had received let- 
ters from that frontier settlement stating 
that there was no foundation for the 
statement. 


INSURANCE COMPANIES RETURNS. 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS presented supple- 
mentary returns of Insurance Companies. 
Hon Sir G. E. CARTIER announced that 
Sir John A Macdonald was sleeping half an 
hour ago, and although not progressing so 


Hon. Mr, Dunkin. 
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favourably as yesterday still he was now in 
a hopeful position. 


SECRETARY OF, STATE’S DEPARTMENT. 


tense oe eee 
F Mow ti z 
Sgn! eR: ‘ ny en 4 ae 


The resolution respecting salaries in the | 


Department of Secretary of State for the 
Provinces was reported from the Commit- 
tee of Supply and concurred in. 


NORTH-WEST VOTE 


The debate on the North-West vote was _ 


then resumed. 


Mr. MASSON (Soulanges) said that the _ 
explanation of Hon. Sir G. E. Cartier was not 


quite satisfactory. He should move an 
amendment that the words ‘“‘and for Red 
River Expedition "’ be struck out, and the 


following added :—“ That in the opinion. . 


of the House the duty of restoring order 
and re-establishing the authority of the 
Crown in the Red River Settlement pro- 
perly appertains to the Imperial authori- 
ties, and that a military expedition com- 
posed mainly of Canadian Volunteers, and 


the cost thereof to be mainly borne by the 


Dominion, was in the highest degree inex- 


pedient.”’ 


Mr. GAUCHER said that he had yester- 


day expressed his fears at sending an arm. 
ed force to the Red River Territory, but 
after deep consideration he had resolved 
to show his confidence in the Government, 


‘and should vote for the resolution. (Hear, | 


hear.) . 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said the policy 


of the Canadian Government with regard 
to that expedition was to have it under 
the command of a British officer, and un- 
der the control of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. But that Government had lately 
adopted the policy of withdrawing the 
troops from the Colonies. Under the cir- 
cumstances he thought the arrangement 
with the Imperial Government was a sa- 
tisfactory one. He considered it a matter 
of congratulation that they had been ena- 
bled to obtain the assistance of the Impe- 


rial Government to put down ‘the rebel- 


lion. 


Mr. 
see the necessity of the Dominion Govern. 
ment paying the expenses of the expedi- 
tion ; because he considered it the duty 
of the Imperial Government to bear that 
burden. He did not see why troops were 
sent there at all to enforce the Bill on the 
people whether they approved of it or not. 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry), said that 


step by step the House had been groping 


in the dark in the course they had pur- 


sued towards that new country, and had — 
now arrived at the most dangerous posi- ce 


tion they had yet reached in any Pre of | 


MASSON (Soulanges), could not 
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_ would be accepted by the people. 
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nion had been formed. Still they had 
gone too far now to back out of the en- 
terprize. The hon. member for Soulanges 
had aided by his vote to frame this Bill, 
and it was now too late to oppose it. He 
hoped the hon. member would withdraw 
his motion and throw the entire responsi- 
bility of the measure on the Government. 


Mr. DUFRESNE had supported the Gov- 
ernment for many years, but was obliged 
to oppose them in that matter. He did 
so with sorrow. He did not think there 
was any inconsistency in supporting the 
Bill and opposing the expedition. If the 
amendment was pressed he must vote for 

Mr. GIBBS pressed the withdrawal of the 
amendment as being the wish of the House. 

Hon. Mr. DORION had considerable 
doubts about some of the _ clauses 
of the Bill passed, but accepted it 
as a@ measure of conciliation. The mea- 


' sure was extremely liberal—much more so 


than it could have been six months ago. 
He voted for it because he understood that 
it was accepted by the delegates and 
The 
expedition would cost $1,000,000 and was 
inexpedient, it being better to adopt. mea- 
sures of conciliation than to attempt to 
force them by any army. They would 
destroy the conciliatory character of the 
Bill; and, on the contrary, a force of 
1,000 men would not be sufficient to re- 
store peace against the wishes of the 
people. It was not sufficient to conquer 


them ; the force could only act as a menace, 


and it was dangerous to sendit: He 
could not support this latter action of the 
Government, and should support the 
amendment of Mr. Masson. 


Mr. SCATCHERD said that the Ontario 
members would support the. Government 
in sending the force. It was of no use 
passing a Billunless means were provided 
for carrying it intoeffect. The expedition 
would be a great benefit to the Province, 
and was not to subjugate one party or 


“another, but to preserve peace. 


Hon. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said_ that, 
legally, this country was under the gov- 
ernment of the Hudson’s Bay Company, 
but actually it was under the control of 
the Provisional Government, constituted 
contrary to law and theConstitution. The 
Company was to transfer to the Sovereign, 
and by her to Canada, and it was necessary 
that means should be taken to preserve 
the Queen’s authority. He was sure the 
people in the Territory would accept the 
Constitution, but threats had been used, 
and it was essentially necessary that a 
force should be there to maintain the Con- 
stitution. The Government had great 
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hopes but they ought not to make too 
certain, and a doubtful movement on the 
part of the Government would perhaps be 
attended with’ disastrous consequences. 
The money was already paid, and there 
was no doubt before the lapse of next 
month the Territory would be transferred 
to Canada. . 


Mr. MACKENZIE reminded the Minister 
of Militia that the Minister of Justice had 
promised that, before the Bill passed, the 
purchase money was to be paid and the 
formal transfer completed. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER—The 
money has been paid several days. 

Mr. MACKENZ{E—Then the country 
has been practically transferred. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER— Not 
quite. It will be before the end of June. 


Mr. MACKENZIE—We have complied 
with the terms of the bargain, so far as 
we are concerned, so that, in fact, the 
transfer has taken place. 


Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said the 
Territory has been transferred to the . 
Crown, and in a few weeks would be hand- 
ed over to the Dominion, — 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said, according 
to the terms of the agreement, immediate- 
ly on payment of the money the Territory 
was to be transferred to Great Britain, in 
the first instance. 

Hon. Sir GHORGE E. CARTIER said 
the Government had ordered the money 
tobe paid, and it had been intimated to 
the Government that an Order of Council 
to complete the transfer would be issued 
before tne end of June. 


' Mr. MACKENZIE said this Territory 
now belonged to Canada and we could deal 
with it as part of our own possessions, that 
this removed the objection that we had no 
right to send troops there. He had been 
pained to, hear the hon. member for 
Hochelaga speak of three persons sent 
down here by Riel as the delegates of the 
people, though he knew they only repre- 
sented a fraction of the people. 


Hon. Mr. DORION said he obtained that 
view from the Government. 


Mr. MACKENZIE did not care who the 
hon. member get itfrom. What he com- 
plained of was, that everything should be 
conceded to one party and nothing to the 
other—that delegates of rebels should be 
consulted, while delegates of a large por- 
tion of the people, and those the loyal 
party, were disregarded. He did not care 
whether the hon. member for Soulanges 
withdrew his motion or not. He would in 
fact rather see it proceed. He would like 
to see if there was a majority in this 
House who would refuse to give protection 
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to the loyal inhabitants of that country in 
face of the public opinion of the Dominion. 
He would like to see if there were a dozen | 
members in that House with such a want 


of manliness and honesty as to allow rebels” 


_to drive loyal men from the Territory 
seize their property, endanger their safety 
and even take life when there was no ex- 
cuse for it. (Hear, hear). Those very re- 
bels had now assembled in a mock legisla- 
ture there, and were assuming to deal 
with the lands of the Crown, as that House 
would not dare todo. Hereferred to an 
Act passed by the Legislature of Assini- 
boine, enacting that two miles hay privi- 
lege be converted by that Act into fee 
simple ownership. There was no refer- 
ence to the Crown at all, why that House 
would not dare to pass an Act such as that 
one, yet that Legislature, that had estab- 
lished itself in the most irregular way im- 
aginable, was to be allowed to exist, and 
no troops were to be sent there, accord- 
ing to the hon. member for Hochelaga, 
because the Bill passed by that Parliament 
satisfied the people who were carrying on 
that mock Legislature. It satisfied them 
and the claim of loyal inhabitants were to 
be ignored. (Hear). If such a policy 
were carried out, they would have tie 
whole country in a state of anarchy in less 
than five years. Every dissatisfied coun- 
try in the remote parts ofthe Dominion 
would establish itself into some petty 
principality, and law and order would cease 
to exist. The first thing to be done by 
any nation or country pretending to have 
any power or love of law and order, was 
to enforce its authority and then if any 
injustice or grievance should be found to 
exist, have the one removed and the other 
redressed (cheers). He had a letter in his 
hand from one of the principal men of 
that qua: ter, written a few days ago, which 
had come by the last mail, in which he 
said, above all things, we desire that you 
should endeavour to have troops sent here 
at once, for there is no reliance to be 
placed on the profession of peace and 
good-will expressed by those people, and 
that was the universal testimony of the 
loyal inhabitants. But there had been not 
only a violation of law and order, but mur- 
ders lad been committed, and "the mur- 
~derers must be brought, to justice if the 
arm of the British law could reach them 
(cheers). If we could not punish those 
men, and restore authority, then it would 
be better to seek some other political rela- 
tions where there would »e_ sufficient 
power to protect life and property, and 
preserve order (hear). He opposed the 
Bill which had been introduced by the 
Government, because it was evidently con- 
ceived wholly in the interests of ‘the dis- 


[COMMONS]] 


1564 


with a view to secure the pacification of 
those who, without any just cause, raised 
the rebellion, and committed the most 
l-einous crimes known to the law (hear). 
The House passed it and he bowed to that 
decision; but he claimed that every one 
who aided in passing that Act should as- 
sist the Government to bring rebels to 
justice. The hon, member for Hochelaga 
did not think the force sufficient. Well, 
if it was not, send more (cheers). They 
would send five, ten, twenty thousand 
men, if necessary, but order should be 
restored [cheers]. He had but one view 
of the matter :—Lither restore order there 
peremptorily, or cease to be a nation. He 
would in that case support the Govern- 
ment with all his power and force, though 
he felt degraded at the position they had. 
taken in passing the Bill in the manner 
they had done. 

Hon. Sir F. HINCKS contended that Mr. 
McDougall was in error in his remarks, and 
that the Imperial Act of Rupert’s Land 
Company showed in its provisions that the 
Hudson’s Bay Company was to be trans- 
ferred to Her Majesty first; but that it 
should be void unless it was transferred to 
anada within a month. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) complained 
the remarks of the member for Lambton 
with respect to the dissatisfaction of the 
loyal party with the Bill just passed; for 


Vote. 


party, by their representatives, had stated 
that they were satisfied with the Bill. 

Mr. MACKENZIE could also produce au- 
thorities for his statement. They were 
Drs. Schultz, Lynch, and the Rev. Mr. Flet- 
cher. 


Hon. Mr. CAMERON (Peel) said his au- 
thority was also Dr. Schultz, and he ap- 
pealed to the member for London to cor- 
roborate his statement. 

Hon. Mr. CARLING said, when speaking 
with Dr. Schultz that morning, he ex- 
ressed his satisfaction, on the whole, with 
the Bill (hear). 


passed by the Provisional Government, 
and expressed his willingness to send any 
force sufficient to preserve peace. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said the whole res- 
ponsibility of the matter rested on the 


sion. 
the hon. member for Soulanges was only 
carrying out the views of Government in — 
ciliation. The Government had taken — 


of restoring order and the authority of. 


satisfied portion of the people, and wholly | the Crown in that country, and bansaage it 


Mr. Mackenzie. 


he could state on authority that the loyal _ 


ih 
C 
Pp 
Hon. Mr. CAMERON referred to Acts 
| 


Govérnment, who should have declared és 
their policy at an earlier stage of the ses- — 
He thought that the amendmentof 


proposing their Bill as a measure of con- 


ground in the first instance that the duty © d 
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over peaceably, belonged to the Imperial 
authorities. He did not understand how 
the House could pass that measure with- 
out seeing the correspondence between 
the Imperial and Dominion Governments. 
It was a most momentous question, and 
the argument used in coming to the ar- 
rangements that had been accepted by the 
Dominion Government should be laid be- 
fore the House and country. They were 
asked to vote an indefinite sum for an in- 
definite force for an indefinite purpose, 
and the House should refuse to adopt the 
measure proposed until the correspond- 
ence which had passed was produced. 


Hon, Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said that 
the Government were responsible for their 
policy, and the negotiations between the 
Governor General and the Home Govern- 
ment could not be produced without the 
consent of all parties. In the House of 
Commons in England, it was a frequent 
occurrence for Ministers to refuse to pro- 
duce correspondence between the Crown 
and other Governments, when such pro- 
duction would not be in the interest of 
the public. 


Mr. MACDONALD [Glengarry] contend- 
ed that they had a right to the production 
of correspondence when they had to foot 
the Bill. He repudiated the doctrine of 
the Finance Minister that such correspond- 
ence could nct be produced without the 
sanction of the Colonial Secretary in En- 
gland. j 

Mr. JONES [Leeds] supported the course 


of the Finance Minister and the views ex- 
pressed by the member for Lambton. 


Mr. MASSON [Soulanges] said if it was 
the desire of the House, he would with- 
draw his amendment. 

Amid some confusion the amendment 
was withdrawn. 

The resolution was then carried. 


SECRET SERVICE MONEY. 


On the item $75,000 for secret service, 


Mr. MACDONALD (Glengarry) consider- 
ed the sum too large, and moved that it 
be reduced to $25,000. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON explained that the 


“ yote had been reduced by $25,000 last 


night, the Opposition wishing it fixed at 


$50,000. 


_ Mr. MACDONALD accepted the sug- 
gestion of Hon. Mr. Holton, and allowed 
the figure to remain at $50,000. 

Hon. Sir GEORGE E. CARTIER said 
Government primarily considered $100,000 
was required, but after consideration they 
had reduced it by $25,000. He was pre- 
pared to state on the responsibility of the 


,Government, that no sum less than $75,- 


e 
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000 would be sufficient for the service. 
The Fenian organization had not fulfilled 


its threat, but they continued their war- 


like movements In several quarters, and 
the money expended on secret service was 
true economy. The Government felt the 
urgent want of such a fund duriag last 
year. 


Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL said the Goy- 
ernment must accept the whole responsi- 
bility of asking for that fund, and the 
House must trust the Government in the 
matter. The motion was withdrawn, and 
the vote was then concurred in; also an 
item of $50,000 for Departmental printing, 
and $25,000 for works on the Madawaska 
and Ottawa Rivers. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 


The House then went into Committee of 
Ways and Means, Hon. Col. GRAY in the 
chair. The formal resolutions respecting — 
consolidated revenue, were carried, and the 
Committee rose and reported. 

_ The resolutions were at once concurred 
in. 

In reply to Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 

Tion. Sir FRANCIS HINCKS said there 
were no powers taken to borrow money. 


Hon Sir FRANCIS HINCKS introduced 
a Bill founded on the resolutions, which 
he read a first time. 


CONTINUANCE ACTS. 


A Bill to remedy the inconvenience 
which would arise from the expiration of 
Acts and parts of Acts herein mentioned 
before the passing of the Act of this ses- 
sion, and to contmue the same from the 
Senate, passed through Committee and 
was read a third time. 


Hon. Col. GRAY moved the second read- 
ing of the Bill to continue certain Acts 
respecting Savings Banks for a year. Car- 
ried. 


The Bill was then read a third time. 
BILLS OF EXCHANGE. 


The House went into Committee on 4 
Bill respecting Bills of Exchange and Pro- 
missory Notes—(from Senate)—Hon Col. 
GRAY in the Chair. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER explained that. 
the object of the Bill was to make the laws 
of protesting similar throughout the Do- 
minion. Some inconvenience and doubt 
had arisen with regard to Banks them- 
selves becoming parties to Promissory 
Notes and Bills, and the amendment was 
now introduced for the purpose of remo- 
ving that doubt. 
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Mr. CASAULT hoped the Government 
would abandon the Bill for that session. 
The Commercial Laws throughout the Do- 
minion were almost similar at present, and 
the Bill as it stood did not cover the ground 
that was intended by its framers. 

The House rose for recess. 


Routine 


AFTER RECESS. 


The debate on the Act respecting 
bills of exchange and _ promissory 
notes was resumed. 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER moved that 
the Committee rise and ask leave to sit 
again to-morrow, carried. 


FISHING BY FOREIGN VESSELS. 


Hon Sir G. E. CARTIER moved the se- 
cond reading ofa Bill to amend the Act 
respecting fishing by foreign vessels, from 
the Senate. He explained that the Bill 
had been kept so long in its present shape 
in order that the Government might know 
the policy of the Imperial Government. 
He had been enabled to ascertain during 
the last few days, and he hoped the House 
would by that measure show their willing- 
ness to second the efforts of the Imperial 
authorities. 


Hon: Mr. HOLTON said he had been un- 
able to read the fishery correspondence 
presented last night, and therefore not 
being aware of the whole case threw the 
responsibility of the measure entirely upon 
Government. 


The Bill was then read a second time, 
and the rules of the House being suspend- 
edit was at once read a third time and 
passed. 


SUPREME COURT BILL. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER moved the dis- 
charge of the Supreme Court Bill. 


SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE BILL. 


Hon Sir G. E. CARTIER said, with re- 
gard to the Secretary of State Office Bill, 
that it was found that the existing law 
would meet all demands, and therefore 
the order would stand over. 


Hon. Mr. HOLTON said that the Go- 
vernment were afraid to test the sense of 
the House on the question of the merits 
of the office and the value of the official 
now filling it. It shewed scant courtesy 
on the part of the Government towards 
their colleague. The Government were 
afraid to test the House and the obloquy 
. thrown on a member of the Government 
would fall short. After somo further re- 
marks the motion was carried. 


Mr. Casault. 
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Business. 
OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES. 
The House went into Committee on the 


Bill respecting Official Assignees appoint- 
ed under the Insolvent Act of 1864 com- 


bining the provisions of Bills *52 and ’68 © 


— (from the Senate) Mr. Keeler in the 


chair. 


Mr. SCATCHERD objectod to the pro- 
posed change in the modé of compensa- 
ting the Sheriff, for the time the estate 
should remain in his charge until handed 
over to the Assignee. He objected also 
to the provision which gave all creditors 
with claims over $100 a share in the con- 
trol of the estate, which, he contended, 
they were not entitled to. 
ed through Committee, was read a third 
time and passed. 


ORDERS DISCHARGED. 


A number of Public Bills and Orders 
were discharged. All questions and no- 
tices of motion were struck from the or- 
ders of the day. 


SUPPLY BILL. 


The Supply Bull was read a second time. 

On the motion for the third reading, Mr. 
TREMBLAY moved an amendment to the 
same effect as the one proposed by Mr. 
Masson (Soulanges), which had been with. 
drawn before recess. 


A division was at once taken, the follow- 
ing members voting for the amount :— 

Yeas :—Messrs. Benoit, Blanchet, Bou- 
rassa, Béchard, Dufresne, Cheval, "Trem. 
blay,. Pouliot, ’ Pelletier, Pozer, Geoffrion, 
Kelam and Power—13. 

Nays :—Messrs. Ault, Beaty, Bellerose, 
Bodwell, Bowell, Brousseau, Burton, 
Campbell, Carling, Cartier Sir George E., 
Casault, Cayley, Chamberlin, Costigan, 
Dobbie, Drew, Dunkin, Ferguson, Forbes, 
Fortin, Gaucher Gendron, Gibbs, Gray, 
Hagar, Hincks Sir Francis, "Holton, Howe, 
Keeler, Langevin, Lawson, Le Vesconte, 


McDonald (Lunenburg), McDonald (Mid- © 


dlesex), Mackenzie, McConkey, McDougall 
(Lanark), McDougall (Three Rivers), Mc- 
Keagney, McMillan, McMonies, Metcalfe, 


The Bill pass-. 


Morris, Morrison (Victoria, O.), Morrison ~ 


(Niagara), Munroe, O’Connor, Oliver, 
nee Ray, Read, Robitaille, Ross (Dun- 
das), Ross (Victoria, N28) Ross (Welling- 
ton, C. R.), Ryan (King’s N. B.), Rymal, 
Savary, Scatcherd, Scriver, Shanly, Snider, 
Stephenson, Stirton, Tilley, Walsh, White, 
Willson and Wright (Ottawa County).—69. 


‘Mr. MACKENZIE objected to the item | 


of $7,000 asked this session again for the — 
purpose of assimilating the laws of the | 


Provinces. 


He objected to the service 
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last session, and he still objected to it. 
He objected still further to a member of 
that House being employed as Commis- 
sioner. In order to put his views and the 
votes of those who agreed with him on the 
Journals, he moved that the Bill be re- 
committed, with a view to add the follow- 
ing words: “ Provided that no such por- 
tion be paid any member of Parliament, 
such payment being in violation of the 
spirit, if not the letter, of the Indepen- 
dence of Parliament Act, and calculated, 
in the opinion of that House, to detract 
from the independence of its members.”’ 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER defended the 
appointment of the Hon. Col. Gray, and 
said that the expenditure provided for was 
necessary to complete the work of the 
Commission. The Minister of Justice con- 
sidered the work most important; and it 
would be foolish to prevent its completion 
by any ill-judged action. 

Yras—Messrs. Ault, Béchard, Bodwell, 
Bowell, Cheval, Currier, Fortier, Forbes, 
Geotirion, Hagar, Holton, Mackenzie, 
Masson (Soulanges), McConkey, McDou- 
gall (Lanark), McMonies, Metcalfe, Mor- 
rison [Victoria], Munroe, Oliver, Pelle- 
tier, Pozer, Ross [Dundas], Ross [Vic- 
toria, N. §.], Ross [Wellington, C Rj], 
Rymal, Scatcherd, Scriver, Snider, Stir- 
ton, Tremblay, White, Wilson—34 

Nays—Beaty, Bellerose, Brousseau, 
Burton, Campbell, Cartier, Casault, Cay- 
ley, Chamberlin, Chauveau, Costigan, 
Dobbie, Dufresne, Dunkin, Fortin, Gau- 
cher, Gendron, Gibbs, Grant, Heath, 
Hincks, Howe, Keeler, Killam, Lange- 
vin, Lawson, Levescompte, McDonald 
fLunenburg], McDonald [Middlesex], Mc- 
Dougall [Three Rivers], McKeagney, 
McMillan, Morris, Morison [Niagara], 
O’Connor, Pope, Read, Robitaille, Ryan 
(King’s N. B.], Shanly, Stephenson, Syl- 
vain, Walsh—43. 

Hon. Mr HOLTON called attention to 
the 4th clause, which provided that the 
Public Accounts should be submitted to 
Parliament, within the first 15 days of the 
Session. That improvement met his most 
hearty approval. The Bill was read a 
third time and passed. 


OF THE SESSION—SIR JOHN A. 
MACDONALD. 


._ EVENTS 


Mr. MACKENZIE—TI did intend to re- 
view the events of the Session as has been 
done at the close of the last two Sessions, 
but as it would be impossible to do so 
without direct reference to the Premier, 
who is prostrated by illness, it would be a 
manifest act of unkindness, it would be an 
ungracious act to say one word other than 
to express the deepest sympathy that 
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every one feels with the hon. gentleman 
and his afflicted family. I can only. say 
that were it otherwise I would feel it a 
public duty to review the events of the 
Session, but all must how to the dispensa- 
tions of Providence when they affiict us. 
I can say nothing except to offer as a_pri- 
vate member of this House my sincerest 
sympathy with the Premier’s family, and 
express my sincerest hope that he will 
soon be restored to health, and be able to 
resume his public duties. 


Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER said I can’t but 
feel that it is my duty on the part of my 
colleagues and myself, to state how grate- 
ful we are for the sympathy of the hon. 
gentlemen opposite with regard to the un- 
fortunate illness which keeps away from 
his seat the leader of the Government. 
But | have at this moment received a bul- 
letin from the medical gentleman who at- 
tends Sir John A. Macdonald, which I will 
read to the House, and I know these few 
lines will be heard and accepted with the 
greatest delight. It is: - ‘lam happy .to 
inform you that Sir John A. Macdonald’ is 
now, for the first time since his attack, 
resting on his right side. Truly yours. 
(Signed), J. A.GRANT.’ ”’ 


Business. 


TIMBER BRANDS. 


A Bill respecting timber brands, from 
the Senate, was read and passed, 

Hon. Sir G. E. CARTIER having an- 
nounced that the House wonld ve_ proro- 
gued at four o'clock to-morrow, the House 
adjourned at midnight till 2:30 to-morrow 
afternoon. 


——E 


COMMONS. 


Orrawa, 12th May, 1870. 
The SPEAKER took the chair at 2.30 
perme 
The SPEAKER communicated to 
House, the following letter :— 
_ GOVERNOR GENERAL’S OFvice. 
Orrawa, llth May, 1870. 
Str,—l have the honor to inform you 
that His Excellency the Governor General 
wili proceed to the Senate Chamber to 
prorogue the Session of the Dominion 
Legislature on Thursday, the 12th inst.. 
at 4 o’clock, p. m. ; 
I have the honor to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 


F. TURVILLE, 
Governor's Secretary. 


the 


The Honourable the 
Speaker of the House 
of Commons, &c., &c., &e. 


Routine 
ROUTINE BUSINESS. 


The Petition of Levi Varney, and others, 
Members of the Society of Friends, was 
received and read, praying for the aboli- 
tion of whipping or flogging for crimes 
or breaches of prison discipline. 

A message was received from the Senate, 
agreeing to the amendment made by this 
House to their amendment tothe Bill 
(No. 50), An Act respecting the marking of 
Timber, without amendment. 

Also, agreeing to the amendments made 
by this House to their own Bill (No. 38) 
intituled: ‘An Act respecting Official 
Assignees appointed under the Insolvent 
Act of 1864,’’ without amendment. 

Also, agreeing to the following Bills 
without amendment, viz :— 

No. 10. An Act to amend the Act im. 
posing Duties on Promissory Notes and 
Bills of Exchange. 

No. 85. An Act to vest in Her Majesty 
for the purposes therein mentioned, the 
property and powers now vested in the 
Trustees of the Bank of Upper Canada. 

No. 64. An Act to amend the Law re- 
lating to the Inspection of Raw Hides and 
Leather. 

No. 78. An Act respecting certain Works 
on the Ottawa River. 

No. 92. An Act for better ensuring the 
efficiency of the Civil Service of Canada, 
by providing for the superannuation of 
persons employed therein, in certain 
cases. 

No. 91. An Act tc amend and continue 
the Act 32 and 33 Victoria, chapter 3; 
and to establish and provide for the Gov- 
ernment of the Province of Manitoba. 

No. 95. An Act for granting to Her 
Majesty certain sums of money required 
to defray certain expenses of the Public 
Service for the financial years ending re- 
spectively the 380th June, 1870; and the 
30th June 1871. 

Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN presented,—Re- 
turn to Address of the 28rd April, 1869 ; for 
statement of amount of Revenue collected 
from Tax on Tobacco. 

Return to Address of the 13th ult. ; for 
copies of all Reports made by the Engi- 
neers of the Public Works Department, on 
their examination, so faras made last 
Fall, of Dawson’s proposed line of canal or 
water communication through the North- 
West Territory. 

Return to Address of the 4th ult., fora 
statement giving the names of all persons 
who have been employed, either tempor- 
arily, or otherwise, in connection with the 
Public Service at Ottawa, including the 
House of Commons and Senate, since the 
Ist of January, 1868, up to the present 
time, giving the names of those employed 
in each department separately, the date of 


Hon. Mr. Langevin. 
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each appointment, and the amount of 
salary or allowance to be paid to each, to- 
gether with the nature of the business to © 
be transacted by each person so appointed. 

Hon. Mr. HOWE laid before the House, 
—Summary of the operations of the Geo- 
logical survey, dated the 2nd of May, 1870 
On motion of Hon. Mr. HOWE. the said 
summary was ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the Senate 
agreeing to the Bill (No. 93.) An Act to 
continue for a limited time, the Act there- 
in mentioned, without amendment. 

A Message was received from His Excel- 
lency the Govern r General, by R. E. Kim- 
ber Esq., Acting Gentleman . Usher of the 
Black Rod, desiring the attendance 
of the House in the Senate Chamber. 

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the mem- 
bers present, went to the Senate Chamber. 


os 


SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 12th, 1870. 


The SPEAKER took the chair at half 
past three o’clock. 

A Bill intitled ‘An Act to continue, 
for a limited time, the Act therein men- 
tioned,’’ was brought down from the Com- 
mons, and passed through its various 
stages. 

The thirteenth report of the joint Com- 
mittee on Printing was adopted. 

The House was adjourned during plea- 
sure, and subsequently resumed. 

His Excellency the Right Hon. Sir 
JOHN YOUNG, Baronet, one of Her 
Majesty’s Most Hon Privy Council, Knight 
Grand Cross of Her Majesty’s Most hon- 
ourable order of the Bath, Knight Grand 
Cross of Her Majesty’s Most Distin- 
guished Order ofSt. Michael and St.George, 
Governor Generali of Canada, &c., Xc., 
being seated in the Chair onthe Throne. 

The Hon. the SPEAKER commanded the 
Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, to 
proceed to the House of’ Commons and 
acquaint that House, ‘‘Itis His Excel- 
lency’s pleasure they attend him immedi- 
ately in this House.’’ 

Who being come, with their SPEAKER. 

The Clerk of the Crown in Chancery 
read the titles of the Bills to be passed 
severally. 

His Excellency having given his assent 
to the Bills, in Her Majesty’s name, was 
pleased to prorogue Parliament with the 
following Speech. 


SPEECH. 
Honourable Gentlemen of the Senate. 
Gentlemen of the House of Commons. 


1 cannot close the present Session with- 
out acknowledging the attention and dili- 
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gence with which you have applied your- 
selves to the despatch of public business, 
and especially to the important objects 
which I recommended to your considera- 
tion. 

In the measures which you have adopted 
respecting Banks and Banking, and the is- 
sue of the Dominion notes, I trust efficient 
guarantees will be found for the protection 
of the financial interests of the community, 

The measure which you have passed for 
the Government of the new Province of 
Manitoba, and for the vast adjacent Terri- 
tories, and the just and reasonable condi- 
tions which you have sanctioned in favour 
of their inhabitants, cannot fail to remove 
every trace of their misapprehensions 
which unhappily existed, and to plant in 
their stead feelings of confidence in your 
good will and of hope of the numerous and 
increasing advantages to be derived from 
joining the Dominion. 

The Military Expedition which it is ne- 
cessary to send will gratify and give con- 
fidence to all loyal and well disposed per- 
sons. 

Her Majesty’s troops go forth on an 
errand of peace, and will serve as an as- 
surance to the inhabitants of the Red River 
Settlement and the numerous Indian tribes 
that occupy the North West that they have 
a place in the regard and the counsels of 
England, and may rely upon the impartial 
protection of the British Sceptre. 

Gentlemen of the House of Commons. 


I thank you for the readiness with which 
you have granted the necessary supplies 
for the public service, and have observed, 
with satisfaction, the precautions you have 
taken to guard against any possible defi- 
ciency in the Revenue. 

Honcurable Gentlemen and Gentlemen, — 


The information which reached my Goy- 
ernment, from many quarters. as to the 
designs of parties, styled Fenians, armed 


Closing 


and openly dr illed in various parts of the | 


neighbouring States, rendered 1t incumbent 
on me to apply to Parliament. to pass an 
Act to suspend the Habeas Corpus Act, as 
well as to call out an armed force for the 
defence of the Frontier. 

The vigorous steps resorted to, and the 
laudable promptitude with which the active 


Militia responded to the call to arms, chill- | 


ed the hopes of the invaders and averted 
the menaced outrage, so that I now enter- 
tain a sanguine hope that I shall not be 


placed under the necessity of exercising | 


the powers so entrusted to me. 


The provisions which you have made for | ‘ 
_specting the Improvement and Manage- 


‘ment of the Harbour of Quebec. 


the taking of the Decennial Census in 
1871, will be so carried out as to ensure, 


if possible, the taking of a simultaneous 


census in Her Majesty's possessions in | 
of the Canadian Bank of Commerce, and 


British North America. 
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I sincerely hope that the preparations 
which have been matured for the protec- 
tion of Canadian Fisheries, will be effect- 
ive. Every care will be taken to combine 
the maintenance of the undisputed rights 
of our fishermen with the regard due to 
the just claims of foreigners; and you 
will, I am persuaded, acknowledge with 
gratitude, the countenance and moral sup- 
port which Her Majesty’s Government has 
announced the intention of affording. 

The general tone of your debates and 
the uniform expression of prevalent opin- 
ion indicate that the people of Canada are 
sensible of the advantages arising from 
their existing form of Government. I 
trust their contentment may be of long 
continuance, and take leave of you for the 
present with the earnest wish that the de- 
termination and efforts of the Country to 
preserve the blessings which it enjoys may 
be crowned with the protection and dis 
tinguished favour of Providence. 

The following Bills were assented to, in 
Her Majesty’s name, by His Excellency the 
Governor-General, viz. : 

An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
treatment and relief of sick and distressed 
mariners. 

An Act respecting the Coasting Trade of 
Canada. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
Office of Queen’s Printer. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting the 
extradition of certain offenders to the Uni- 
ted States of America. 

An Act to amend ‘An Act respecting 
Cruelty to Animals.”’ 

An Act to facilitate the signing of Militia 
Commissions. 

An Act to extend the powers of the Of- 
ficial Arbitrators to certain cases therein 
mentioned. 

An Act to amend the Act relating to 
Lighthouses, Buoys and Beacons. 

An Act to amend the Acts of Incorpor- 
ation of the Great Western Railway Com- 
pany. 

An Act respecting the Grand Trunk 


| Railway Company of Canada and the Buf- 


falo and Lake Huron Railway Company. 

An Act to authorize the Town of Belle- 
ville to impose and collect Harbour Dues, 
and for other purposes. 

An Act to incorporate the Detroit River 
Tunnel Company. 

An Act further to amend the Acts re- 


An Act respecting the First Census. 
An Act to provide for the amalgamation 
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the President, Directors and Company of 
the Gore Bank. 


An Act to incorporate “The Society of | 
Canadian Artists.” 

An Act to incorporate the St. Francis and 
Megantic International Railway Company. 

An Act toamend the Act, 31 Victoria; 
Chapter 46, and to regulate the Issue of 
Dominion Notes. 

An Act respecting Banks and Banking. 

An Act to incorporate a Company for the 
construction of a Ship Canal to connect the 
waters of Lake Champlain and the River 
Saint Lawrence. 

An Act to. authorize the Corporation of 
the ‘Township of Collingwood, in the 
County of Grey, to impose and _ collect 
Tolls or Harbour Dues at the mouth of 
Beaver River, and for other purposes. 


An Act to incorporate the Montreal and 
Champlain Junction Railway Company. 

An Act respecting Certiicates to Masters 
and Mates of Ships. 

An Act for the better protection of the 
Clothing and Property of Seamen in Her 
Majesty’s Navy. 

An Act to revive the Charter of the 
Grand Junction Railway Company. 

An Act to amend the Act intituled: 
‘¢ An Act to incorporate the Sun Insurance 
Company of Montreil.”’ 

An Act to remove certain restrictions 
with respect to the issue of Bank Notes in 
Nova Scotia. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting Per- 
jury. 

An Act to amend ‘The Penitentiary Act 
of 1868.” 


An Act to incorporate the Ontario and 
Erie Ship Canal Company, 


An Act to amend the Act to incorporate 
the Merchant’s Bank of Halifax. 


An Act to amend the Law respecting the 
Department of Finance. 


An Act to continue and make permanent 
certain Acts and parts of Acts of the Pro- 
vince of New Brunswick, relative to the 
Police Force in the Parish of Por tland, in 
the City and County of Saint John. 


An Act to empower the Police Court in 
the city of Halifax to sentence juvenile of- 
fenders to be detained in the Halifax In- 
dustrial School. 


An Act to extend the operation of the 
Act of the Legislature of the late Province 
of Canada, 19 and 20 Vic., chapter 141, 
concerning the Synod of the Church of 
England in Canada, to the Province of 
Nova Scotia. 
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An Act toamend An Act respecting the 
Security to be given by Officers of Canada. 

An Act respecting the Canada Central 
Railway Company. | 

An Act to incorporate the Quebec and 
New Brunswick Railway Company. 

An Act to make provision for discipline 
on board of Canadian Government Ves- 
sels. 

An Act to amend and extend the Acts 
to provide means for improving the Har- 
bours and Channels at certain ports in the 
Provinces of the Dominion. 

An Act respecting Ferries. 

An Act to continue in force the provis- 
ions of divers Acts relating to La Banque 
du Peuple. 

An Act to amend the Acts respecting 
Customs and Inland Revenue ; and to make 
certain provisions respecting Vessels navi- 
gating the Inland Waters of Canada above 
Montreal. 

An <Act to remedy the inconvenience 
which would arise from the expiration of 
the Act and parts of Acts herein men- 
tioned before the passing of the Act of this 
Session to continue the same. 

An Act for better ensuring the eff- 
ciency of the Civil Service of Canada, by 
providing for the Superannuation of per- 
sons employed therein, in certain cases. 

An Act respecting certain Works on the 
Ottawa River. 

An Act to amend the Act imposing 
Duties on Promissory Notes and Bills of 
Exchange. 

An Act to amend the Law relating to 
the Inspection of Raw Hides and Leather. 

An Act to vest in Her Majesty for the 
purposes therein mentioned, the property 
and powers now vestel in the Trustees of 
the Bank of Upper Canada. 

An Act respecting the Marking of Tim- 
ber. 

An Act to amend the Act respecting 
Fishing by Foreign Vessels. 


Assented to. 


An Act to amend and continue the Act 
32 and 33 Victoria, chapter 3, and to 
establish and provide for the Government 
of the Province of Manitoba. 


An Act to explain and amend the Act 
respecting the Collection and Management 
of the Revenue, the Auditing of Public 
Accounts, and the liability af Public Ac- 
countants. 


An Act to amend the Act Bits Sh the 
duties of Justices of the Peace out of Ses- 
sions in relation to Summary ‘Convictions 
and Orders. 


An Act respecting Official Assignees ap- 
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pointed under the Insolvent Act of 1864, | Act for granting to Her Majesty, certain 
and to amend the Insolvent Act of 1869. | sums of money required to defray certain 

An Act to continue, for a limited time, | @*Penses of the Public Service for the 
the Act therein mentioned. ’| Financial Years ending, respectively, the 


: p ; 30th June, 1870, and the 30th June, 1871,”’ 
The following Bill received the Royal As- | . ) ? ? 23 
sent on the 14th of April, 1870: to which I humbly request Your Excellen 


eee pie Rae, ei cy’s assent. 

n Act to authorize the apprehension EAs dt ae 

and detention of such persons as shall be! . ce pe Pa Royal Assent was signl- 

suspected of committing acts of hostility | #¢¢ ™ the following words : : 

or conspiring against Her Majesty’s Person; In Her Majesty’s name, His Excellency 

and Government. the Governor General thanks her loyal 
Then the Honorable the Speaker of the subjects, accepts their benevolence, and 

House of Commons addressed His Excel- | 25%¢ts to this Bill. Wey 

lency, the Governor General, as follows:; On leaving the Building the usual 

f honours were paid to His Excellency the 
May it please Your Excellency. Governor-General, and the third Session of 


In the name of the Commons, I present | the First Parliament of the Dominion was 
to Your Excellency, a Bill intituled, ‘An | closed. 
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Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia, 1128 

2nd Reading Interest Bill, 1152 

New Tariff, ‘Mr, HOLTON’S Amendment, 1249 
{nter colonial Bridges, 1341 

Discharge Currency Resolutions, 1850 
Manitoba Bill, 1421 


ARMAND, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Red River Expedition, 1092 


ASSENT TO BILLS 
Discussion as to Practice, Senate, 1071 


AULT, Mr.—COMMONS 
years of Grain, Amendment to Resolution, 
Dominion Offices, Mr. MASSON’S Amend- 
ment, 1184 jf 


BANKING & CURRENCY 
Governor General’s Speech, 27 
aS Session not published, Mr,..McKEN- 
Return not received from Nova Scotia Banks, 


Banking Resolutions, Breach of Privilege, Mr. 
MACKENZIE, 213 
’ Speech explanatory of Government Policy, 
Hon. Sir F. HINCKS, 2 
House in Committee of cate ele do 248 
Amendment proposed, 25 
Debate resumed, Mr. MACKENZIE, 259 
Amendment lost, 263 
Debate on first Resolution, 264 
Debate on third do 967 


Debate resumed, 
mde IDNs Tupper, consideration postponed, 


Petition from Halifax respecting Currency, 317 
Do Montreal, 357 

House in Committee on Resolutions, 880 

Discussion Memorandum of Amendments, 881 

Resolutions as amended, adopted, 387 

Motion for further amendments, Hon. Sir F. 
HINUOKS, 418 

Debate resumed, 427 

Petitions against, Halifax, 447 

Motion of concurrence, 497 

Mr. COLBY’S amendment negatived, ai 

Mr, ROSS’ do 502 

Mr, FERGUSON’S do 503 

Mr, CARTWRIGHT’S do 506 

Bill introduced, 506 

Petitions against Fractional Currency, 699 

Do Merchants’ Bank, Halifax, toincrease 

their paid up capital, 699 

2nd Reading Bill, 753 

Motion for copies of Petitions, &c., from Nova 
Scotia, 766 

Petition Brantford Board of Trade against Frao- 
tional Currency, 768 

4th Report Committee on Banking, 797 


[cont. 


INDEX 


BANKING & CURRENCY—cont. 


House in Committee Bank and Banking, 797 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT’S Amendment, 806 
Do do lost, 808 
Amendment Mr. MERRITT adopted, 808 
Do Mr. STREET, lost, 809 
Do Mr, MACKENZIE, 809 


BANKS & BANKING 
Discussion Liability Trustees, &c., 814 
Motion Hon. Mr. HAZEN—SENATE 
Upon Assimilation of Currency, 819 
Petitions against paper currency, 820 
Motion for concurrence in Amendments, Hon. 

Sir F. HINCKS, 821 

8rd Reading Banks and Banking Bill, 863 
Amendment Mr. GODIN lost, 863 
1st Reading—SENATH, 952 
2nd do 


do 972 
3rd do do passed, 979 


BANK OF COMMERCE & GORE BANK 
Bill for amalgamation introduced, Mr. MORRI- 
SON, 269 
Report of Committee, 657 
2nd Reading, 690 
Passed through Committee, 837 
Read 8rd time, passed, 894 
2nd Reading, 952 
3rd do 969 


BANK, MERCHANTS’, HALIFAX 
Bill to amend Act incorporating, introduced, 
Hon. Mr, ARCHIBALD, 768 
2nd and 8rd Reading, passed, 1068 
2nd Reading, Senate, 1125 


BANK OF MONTREAL 
Motion, Mr. YOUNG, for Return of amounts 
paid by Government, «&c¢., &e¢., 234 
Returns referred to Select Committee, 523 
ISSUE BANK NOTES, NOVA SCOTIA 
Second Reading Bill, Commons, 8rd Reading, 
_ _ passed, 1049 
2nd Reading, Senate, 1125 
8rd Reading, passed, 1149 


BANQUE DU PEUPLE 

Bill to continue Charter, Hon. Mr. DORION, 417 

Address for information, Senate, 440 

Petitions, several Stockholders, Mr. WORK- 
MAN, 833 

Bill reported, 884 

2nd Reading, 1066 

Srd do 1175 

9nd Reading, Senate, 1248 

Bill reported, with Amendments, 8rd Reading 
passed, 1366 _ 


BANK OF UPPER CANADA ; 

Motion for Correspondence, Mr. MACKENZIE, 
204 

Bill to vest in Government introduced, Hon. 
Sir F, HINCKS, 1161 

2nd Reading Bill, Discussion, Messrs. DORION, 
MACKENZIE, MORRIS and ABBOTT, 1272 

Committee of the Whole, 1334 

8rd Reading, passed, 1351 

2nd do Senate, 1536 

8rd do do =: 1855 


BANK SHAREHOLDERS 
Motion for Return of Names of Shareholders 
and Amount of Stockin each Bank in the 
Dominion, Mr. METCALFE, 1187 


BARRACKS 
Motion for return of sums paid for Maintenance, 
Mr. BLAKE, 412 


BEAT YS NLab: 
Motion for correspondence respecting demands 
against Government, Mr. BLAKE, 239 


BEAUBIEN, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Depredation American Fishermen, 329 
BEAUHARNOIS CANAL 
Motion, Mr. MASSON, Instructions to Commis- 
sion on Canals respecting, 859 


BELLEROSE, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Currency. 489 
N.B. Divorce Court, 695 
Election Law, 704 
[cont. 


BELLEROSE, Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 


Canada Central Railway, Mr. CHAUVEAU'S 
Amendment, 1172 

N. W. Affairs, Delegates, 1332 

Manitoba Bill, 1540 


BELLEVILLE HARBOUR DUES 
Bill introduced, Mr. BROWN, 447 
Report Committee Private Bills, 721 
2nd Reading, 779 
3rd ss do 815 
Passed, 820 
Second Reading, Senate, 860 


BENSON, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
Motion, Address Speech from Throne, 87 
Ontario & Erie Canal, 1018 


BERTRAND, Mr.—COMMONS 
Inquiry, Judge Kamouraska and Rimouski, 888 
Bills assented to by Governor General, 1594 


BLAKE, Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Address, Ministerial App’tments, 73 
Do do N. W., 124 
Depredation American Fishermen, 333 
Election Law, 358 
Harbours of Refuge, 395 
Banking & Currency, 419 ‘ 
Do do 427 


Dominion Notes, 509 

Court of Appeal, 526 

Dominion Notes, 665 

N. B. Divorce Court, 693 

Election Law, 757 

Nova Scotia Subsidy, 768 
Do do 785 


BLANCHET, Mr,—COMMONS 

Dual Representation Bill, 348 

Library Report, 358 

Ottawa River Improvement, 748 

Courts Kamouraska, 855 

Mr. DORION’S Amendment Customs Bill, 1379 


BODW ELL, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 707 
Amendment Canadian Artists’ Society Bill, 838 
Motion for correspondence, resignation certain 
officers Militia, 850 
Motion for Return Unsettled Claims Govern- 
ment of Canada for Barracks, &c., 858 
Dominion Notes, Motion in amendment, 868 
Rate of Interest, Motion in amendment, 882 
New Tariff, 1196 
Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1254 
Manitoba Bill, 1480 
Manitoba Bill, 2nd Reading, 1522 
Amendment, 1540 


BOLTON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 551 
Seconds Mr, CARTWRIGHT’S Amendment 


to, 251 

Sir F, HINCKS’ Banking and Currency Reso- 
lutions, Custom Union, 643 

Intercolonial Railway, 1001 

St. John Custom House, 1057 


BOTSFORD, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 

' Penitentiary Amendment, 982 
Red River Expedition, 1091 ; 
Railway, Broad and Narrow Gauge, 1098 


BOURINOT, Hon, Mr._SENATE 
New Tariff, 1488 


BOWELL. Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Address, Appointment, Hon, Sir F. 
HINCKS, 81 

Hops and Salt, 858 

Rate of Interest, 881 

N. W. Territory, 1087 

Manitoba Bill, 1488 

Manitoba Bill, 1538 


BOWN, Dr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Address, N, W. Affairs, 176 
Lake Nipigon, 407 
N. W. Territory, 1988 
Illness of Premier, 1407 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 


a a for correspondence, &c., Mr. BLAKE, 


SESSION 


BROCK MONUMENT 
Motion for Select Committee on the subject, 
Mr. MORRISON, 884 
Motion withdrawn, 887 


BROWN, Mr.—COMMONS 
New Tariff, Motion for concurrence, 1276 


BUDGET 
Inquiry when to Sb brought down, 748 
Do Mr. SET, 764 
816 


Do do 
Brought down, 916 


BUREAU, Hon. Mr.—_SENATE 
Motion for Address, PP mats iconic Mi respecting 
Banque du Peuple, 44 
Library Report, 793 


BURPEE, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 500 
Welland Canal Enlargement, 681 
New Tariff, 1221 


CAMPBELL. STEW ART—COMMONS 
Election Law, 763 


CAMPBELL, Hon, Mr.—SENATE—Act relating 
to Railways. 
Debate on Address rea ha Hon. Mr. LETEL- 
LIER DE ST. JUST, 
Motion, Hon. Mr. WARK, Intercolonial Rail- 
way Statements, 296 
Promissory N otes, &c., 350 
Correction mistake N. Ww. Papers, 373 
Banque du Peuple, 441 
Promissory Notes, 445 
Red River Disturbances, 719 
Second Reading Martin’ & Relief Bill, 720 
City of Brussels at Halifax, 750 
Official Arbitrators’ Bill, 796 
Public Accounts, 817 
Answer Hon. Mr. REESOR’S Enquiry respect- 
ing Red River, 860 
Census Bill, 912 
Withdrawal of Troops, 970 
Dominion Notes, 972 
Red River Difficulty, 976 
Penitentiary Bill, 979 
Murder of Scott, 983 
Fenian Rumours, 1016 
Penitentiary Amendment Act, 1017 
Public Printing, 1020 
Red River Expedition, 1090 
Railway, Broad and Narrow Gauges, 1095 
New Tariff, 1442 
Hon. Mr. RYAN’S Motion withdrawal of 
Troops, 1534 
Manitoba Bill, 1556 


CAMERON, J. H. Hon. (Peel)—COMMONS 

Court of Appeal, §28 

Dominion Notes, 664 

Rate ot Interest, 878 

Inquiry News from Red River, 895 

Interest Bill, 907 

Intercolonial Railway, 997 

N. W. Expedition, 1371 

Manitoba Bill, Mr. FERGUSON’S Amdt. 1492 
Do Mr.MACKENZIE’S' do 1627 
Do Mr. MCDOUGALL, 1544 

N. W. Vote, 1564 


CAMERON, Mr. M. C.—COMMONS 
Support of Mr, OLIVER’S motion on Import 
Duties, 274 
Dual Representation, 844 
Harbours of Refuge, 394 
Coasting Trade, 717 
Great Western Railway Amendment Act, 824 
Interest Bill, 905 
New Tariff, 222 
Do Motion for concurrence, 1275 


CANADIAN ARTISTS, SOCIETY OF 
Bill to incorpor Ae Ist Reading, 558 
Bill reported, 821 
Passed through Committee, 838 
Read third time and passed, 984 
lst Reading, Senate, 952 
2nd = do do 972 


CANADA CENTRAL RAILWAY 
Petition presented, Hon, Mr. ABBOTT, 299. 
Do M.P. RYAN, 324 
[cont. 
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CANADA CFNTRAL RAILWAY.—cont. 
Petition for renewal of Charter, Montreal, 380 
Bill introduced, Mr, ABBOTT, 447 
Petition in favour, Mr. WORKMAN, 752 
Petition do ” presented, 833 
Report Railway Committee respecting, 862 
2nd Reading, 895 
House in Committee, 961 
Do do 1030 

Motion for 8rd Reading, Amendts., 1065 

Hones .S. MACDONALD, Hon. Mr. CHAU- 
VEAU, TAT 

Lost, 1173 

Read third time and passed, 1175 

Ist Reading, Senate, 1216 

2nd do do 1243 

8rd do passed, 1265 


CANADA LIFE ASSURANCE Co. 
Not mentioned in Return Insurance Compa- 
nies, Mr, STREET, 721 
CARLING, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Great Western Railway, 824 
North West Vote, 1564 


CARMICHAEL, Mr —COMMONS 
Dominion Offices, Mr. MACKENZIE’S motion 
respecting salaries, 1131 
New Tariff, Mr. DORION’S Amdt., 1278 


CARON, Mr. hee esr COMMONS 
Election Law, 548 


CARTIER, Hon. Sir G. E.—COMMONS 
Reads correspondence with Sir A, T, GALT, 
Debate on Address, 126 
Explanation on correspondence, 1388 
Speech on the Address, 145 
Dual Representation, 345 
Answer Mr. BLAKE, Inspector Drill Sheds, To- 
ronto, 413 
Banking and Currency, 434 
Customs Union, 486 
Dominion N otes, 509 
Do 662 
N. B. Divorce Court, 694 
Noya Scotia Subsidy, 786 
Banks and Banking, 791 
Mr. MACKENZIE’S Amendment, 817 
' G.W. Railway Amendment Act, 827 
Seigniory of Sorel Land Tenure, 849 
ark BODWELUL’S Motion, Officers of Militia, 


Dominion Notes, 868 
Rate of Interest, 878 
Seigniorial Tenure, 889 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 914 
’ Intercolonial Railway, 997 
Militia Estimates, Committee of Supply, 1074 
pee Offices, Mr. MASSON’S Amendment, 
32 
Motion of concurrence, a 
Mr. MILLS’ Resolutions, N 
Fenian Raids, 1182 
ew Tariff, 1334 
N.W. Question, Mr. D. Smith’s Report, 1244 
Manitoba Bill, 1298 
Reception of N, W. Delegates, 1333 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1359 
eae Expenses, Supplementary Estimates, 
Announcement Illness Sir G, E. Cartier, 1394 
Explanation Fishery correspondence, 1407 
Manit ba Bill, 1487 
Mr, FERGUSON'S Amendment,'Manitoba Bill, 


. W.,, 1179 


Do ag 1489 
Do 1492 
Mr, McDOUGALL’S Andohamaehel 1498 
Mr. FERGUSON’S do 1538 
Mr, McCDOUGALL’S do 1548 


N. W. Territory, Vote of Supply, 1550 
Do Expedition, 1551 
Do do Vote, 1560 
Secret Service Money, 1565 
Close of the Session, 1570 


CARTWRIGHT, Mr,_COMMONS 
Debate on A Address, App’nt, Sir F. HINCKS, 175 


Speech on Resolutions Banking Currency, 243 
Amendment proposed, 25 
Banking and Currency, 423 

[cont. 


INDEX 


CARTWRIGHT, Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 


Banking and Currency, 504 

Dominion Notes Resolutions, 658 

Banks and Banking, 801 

Proposes Amendment, 806 

Mr. MACKENZIE’S Amendment, 812 

Proposes Amcndment, 821 

Amendment, Dominion Notes, 823 

Dominion Notes, 868 

Budget, 997 

Intercolonial Railway, 1010 

2nd Reading Interest Bint 1151 

New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1248 

Inquiries concerning Intercolonial Fund and 
Securities, 1339 

2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1384 


CENSUS 

Governor General’s Speech, 28 

Bill introduced, Hon. Mr. DUNKIN 800 

2nd Reading, 671 

House in Committee, 715 
Do do 753 

3rd Reading 797 

2nd Reading Bill, Senate, 712 

3rd do do 972 


CHAMBERLIN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on address, Independence, 182 
Dual Representation Bill, 343 
Library Report, 353 
Lake Nipigon Region, 405 
Customs’ Union, 492 


CHAMPLAIN & ST, LAWRENCE CANAL 
melt for Incorporation, Mr, M. P. RYAN, 197 
d 


fe) fa) 
Report Committee, with Amendments, 754 
2nd Reading, 779 ; 
8rd do 815 
Passed, 827 
2nd Reading—Senate, 712 
CHAPAIS, Hon, Mr.—SENATE} 
Red River Difficulty, 1093 


CHAUVEAU, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Customs’ Union, 632 
Election Law, 708 
Ottawa River Improvement, 744 
Seigniory of Sorel Land Tenure, 892 
Seigniorial Tenure, 892 
Canada Central Railway, 1030 
Do ONL TS 
N.W. Bill, Mr. MCcDOUGALL’S Amdt., 1270 
Manitoba Bill, 1317 
Do do 1846 


CHIPMAN. Mr.—COMMONS 
Dual Representation, 345 
Election Law, 546 
Customs’ Union, 639 


CHRISTIE, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
Second Reading Light Houses, Buoys and Bea- 
cons, 3876 
City of Brussels, Halifax, 749 
Do do 796 


CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION 
Inquiries respecting, Mr. MACKENZIE, 1887 


CLERGY RESERVES 
Motion for Return amount reeeived from sale, 
Mr. MAGILL, 1281 
Returns brought down, 1487 


COASTING TRADE 
Governor General’s Speech, 27 
Bill read first time, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, 87 
Second Reading, 110 
In Committee, Explanation, Hon, Mr. MIT- 
CHELL, respecting Bill, 15 
Bill read third time, 186 
Address for correspondence, Mr. MILLER, 206 
House in Committee, Bill reported, 212 
Third Reading Bill, 227 
Introduced in Commons, 259 
Second reading, 716 
House in Committee reported, 717 
Bill read third time, 753 
COFFIN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Depredations American Fishermen, 326 
Piers and Harbours, 840 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 960 


COLBY, Mr.—COMMONS 
In favour of Protective Policy, 280 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 307 
Election Law, 371 
Banking and Currency, Amendment to Reso- 
lutions, 497 
Election Law, 718 
Do 7 


57 
Second Reading Manitoba Bill, 1389 


COLLINGWOOD HARBOUR 
Motion to bring in Bill, Mr. SNIDER, 380 
Report Private Bills, Committee presented, 656 
Bill read second time, 690 
House in Committee, 721 
Third reading, 779 
Second reading, Senate, 862 
Third do with amendments, 952 
Amendments agreed to, Commons, 1019 


CONFEDERATION 
Admission Prince Edward Island and British 
Columbia, motion for correspondence, &c., 
Mr. BLAKE, 196 
Complaints of Nova Scotia, motion for corres - 
pondence, Mr. BLAKR, 2387 
CONNELL, Hon. Mr.—_COMMONS 
Lake Nipigon Region, 408 
nee Law, 537 
re) 


768 
Intercolonial Railway, 1007 
Interest Bill, 2nd reading, 1159 
New Tariff, 1204 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ANIMALS 
Bill to extend Act, introduced, Mr. PERRY, 1049 


CONTINUANCE ACTS 
Bill to continue certain Acts, passed Commons, 
1566 


COPPER COIN } 
Inquiry, Mr. WORKMAN, concerning Copper 
Coin Government purchased, Bank of Upper 
Canada, 8388 


COPYRIGHTS 
Motion, Senate, for copies of correspondence, 
Hon. Mr. RYAN, 442 
Inquiry concerning, Hon. Mr. RYAN, 1535 


CORNWALL MANUFACTURING Co. 
Motion for copies, papers, &c., respecting Lease 
Government property, 748 


COSTIGAN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 544 


COURT OF ADMIRALTY 
If Government intend to establish, Mr. MA- 
GILL, 272 


COURT OF APPEAL 

Governor General’s Speech, 28 

Notice introduction Bill, Hon. Sir J. A. MAC- 
DONALD, 39 

Motion, Senate, for Report, &c., Chief Justice 
and Bar ef New Brunswick, Hon. Mr, Mc- 
CULLY, 240 

tee ok Hon. Sir J, A. MACDONALD, 


Withdrawn, 1543 


COURTS IN BONAVENTURE & GASP 
Motion for correspondence, Mr. FORTI 


CRAWFORD, Mr. (Leeds)—COMMONS 
Banking and Currency, 


CREDIT FONCIER 
Bill introduced, Mr. DUFRESNE, 523 


CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

Second reading, Senate, 698 

Third do d 720 

First reading, Commons, 779 

Second do do $15 

Third’ do do passed, 821 

Currency Resolutions, motion for discharge, 
Hon. Sir F, HINCKS, 13849 


CURRIER, Mr.—COMMONS 
Welland Canal, Enlargement, 689 
N. B. Divorce Court, 694 
Election Law, 714 
Ottawa River Improvement, 744 


, 804 


~ 


; } ] 
CUSTOMS DUTIES 
Petition for repeal, Montreal Board of Trade, 
Mr. WORKMAN, 1185 


CUSTOMS’ OFFICES 
Motion, statements and names of persons, Mon- 
treal Custom House, Mr. RYAN, 887 


COLLECTION CUSTOMS 
Debate Committee of Supply, 1082 


CUSTOMS’ UNION 
Motion for Address, Hon. Mr. HUNTINGTON, 


449 
Amendment, Slr A, T. GALT, 558 
, Do Sir. J. A. MACDONALD, 583 
Do do carried, 653 
Inquiries concerning Intercolonial Fund and 
Securities, 1339 4 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1384 


CASSAULT, Mr.—COMMONS, 
N. B. Divorce Court, 693 
Seigniory of Sorel Land Tenure, 849 
Seigniorial Tenure, 890 
Canada Central Railway, 1173 
New Tariff, 1210 


CAUGHNAWAGA CANAL ‘ 
Petition presented, Mr. WORKMAN, Bill intro- 
duced, Mr. HOLTON, 299 
Petition in favor, 672° 


CAYLEY, Mr.—COMMONS 
Customs Union, 633 


DEATH OF A MEMBER 
~ Mr, T, KIRKPATRICK, 718 
Mr. CHIPMAN, 974 


DEBT OF THE PROVINCE 

Motion for Statement Debt of Province of Ca- 
nada, Mr. BLAKE, 239 

Motion for do Payments made on account of, 
&ec., Mr. BLAKE, 412 

Motion to refer Returns to Committee Public 
Accounts, Mr. CASAULT, 960 

Inquiries concerning, Commons, Mr. 
WOOD, 1023 


DEPARTMENTAL DEFALCATIONS 
Motion for Statement in detail, Mr. MACKEN- 


y 


- DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Second Reading Bill, 721 

Senate in Committee 8rd reading, 768 
Read first time, Commons, 823 


DETROIT RIVER TRANSIT COMPANY > 

Bill to incorporate, introduced, Hon, Mr. CAR- 
LING, 270 

Second reading, 690 
Housé in Committee, 722 
Third reading, passed, 779 
Second reading, Senate, 832 
Third do passed, 912 


DEVER, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Assimilation of Currency, 820 


DICKEY, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 

Seconds Address Speech from Throne, 38 

Motion, Hon. Mr. WARK, Intercolonial Rail- 
way Statements, 297 

Promissory Notes, &c., 350 

Motion on Intercolonial Railway, 516 

Assimilation of Currency, 819 

Dominion Notes, 972 

Red River Difficulty, 977 

Fenian Rumours, 1016 

Railway, Broad and Narrow Guage, 1096 


DICKSON, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Ontario and Erie Canal, 1018 


DISALLOWANCE OF ACTS 
Motion for correspondence, Mr, BLAKE, 196 


DISTRESSED MARINERS’ ACT 
Introduction, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, Senate, 
First reading, 31 
Second do 110 
House in Committee, 151 
Explanations, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, Bill re- 
ported, 152. 
Second reading, Commons 323 
House in Committee, 355 
‘Third reading, passed, 529 


Hon. 


\ 


Rewrite. SRR STONG 1870. 


DIVORCE . 

Petition for J. R. Martin, Senate, 323 

Bill introduced, Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL, 349 | 

Bill relating to Divorce Court, N. B., introduced, 
Hon, Sir J. A. MACDONALD, 418 

Second reading, 671 

Motion third reading, 690 

Second reading Martin’s Relief Bill, 720 

Divorce Court, N. B., Bill discharged, 815 

Report Select Committee Martin’s Relief Bill 
adopted, Senate, 1535 


DOMINION ARBITRATORS 

Motion for Parliament Buildings’ Accounts 
Mr. MACKENZIE, 188 

Motion for correspondence respecting Accounts 
old Provinces, Mr. STIRTON, 204 

No Report received upon division of Debt, 230 

Motion for statement of expenses, Mr. DU- 
FRESNE, 292 


DOMINION NOTES 
House in Committee on Resolutions, 313 
Motion to refer back to Committee for amend- 
ments, Hon, Sir KF. HINCKS, 506 : 
Hones in Committee, Amendments adopted, 


Motion for concurrence, 658 
Amendment Mr, CARTWRIGHT, 668 


Do do lost, 664 
Do Mr, BLAKE, 665 

Do do lost, 667 

Do Mr. MACKENZIE, 668 

Do do lost, 668 


Resolutions carried, 669 

2nd reading, Amdt. Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 815 
Consideration Amendments, 823 
Amendment Mr. Cartwright lost, 823 

3rd reading, Mr. BODWELL’S Amadt., 863 
Amendment lost, 871 

Bill passed, 872 

2nd reading, Senate, 971 

House in Committee, 972 

ard reading and passed, 979 


DOMINION SHIPPING 
Motion for correspondence and returns, &c.,M . 
FORTIN, 1024 


DORION, Hon. Mr ~—COMMONS 
Depredations American fishermen, 332 
Election Law, 366 
Banking and Currency, 438 
Customs Union, 477 
N. B. Divorce Court, 692 
Election Law, 758 
Novaxcotia Subsidy, 789 
G, W. Railway Amendment Act, 826 
Seigniorial Tenure, 891 
Budget, 947 
Death of Mr. Chipman, 976 
Dominion Offices, Mr MASSON’S Amadt., 1133 
N. W. Expedition, 1188 
New Tariff, 1234 
N.W. Bill Mr. MCDOUGALL’S Amadt., 1271 
New Tariff, motion in amendment, 1278 
N. W. Expedition, 1872 
Amendment Customs Bill, 1378 
Superannuation Act. 1390 
N. W. Vote, 1562 


DREW, Mr.—COMMONS 


Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 824 


DRILL SHED, TORONTO 


If Government intend to rebuild, Hon. J.S. 
MACDONALD, 674. 


DUFRESNE, Mr.—COMMONS 


Debace on Address, North West.Salaries, 166 
N. B. Divorce Court, 622 Me 

Intercolonial Railway Contravs, 70 

Dominion Notes, 868 

Rate of Interest, 880 

N. W. Territory, 1085 

8rd reading Interest Bill, 1167 

North-West Expedition, 1549 

N. W. Vote, 1561 


DUNKIN, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 


Bill respecting Census introduced, 300 
lap N nS 507 
0 0 


68 
2nd reading Census Bill, 671 (cont. 
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DUNKIN, Hon. Mr.—_COMMONS—cont. ' 


N. B. Divorce Court, 694 
Banks and Banking, 812 
Per AE Tonnes 893 
Hill, Mr. McDOUGALL’S inquiry, 1270 
Monitobe Bill, 1539 
Dundas and Waterloo Roads, Motion for state of 
accounts inregard thereto, Mr. Young, 857 


_ DUAL REPRESENTATION 

Bill to Abolish Introduced, Mr. MILLS, 214 

Second Reading, M-. MILLS, 334 

Amendment, Mr. HARRISON, 336 

Amendment Carried, 347 

Dyke in Canning River, N.S., Inquiry respect- 
ing Mr. Chipman, yal 


EASTER RECESS 
Inquiry as tolength, Mr. MASSON, 988 
Question House to set on Haster Monday, 1031 
House not to sit on Monday, 1052 


ELECTION LAW 
Gov.-Gen.’s Speech, 27 
Notice Introduction Bill, Hon. Sir John aA. 

MACDONALD, 36 
Bill Introduced Read Ist time, 201 
Second Reading Bill, 355 
Debate Resumed, 702 
House in Committee, 754 
Order Discharged, 1335 


ERIE SHIP CANAL 
Petition from Oswego, Mr. MORRISON, 391 
Bill Introduced, do 891 
2nd reading, sot 
3rd reading passed, Commons, 961 
2nd reading, Senate, 1018 


ESTIMATES 
_Gov.-Gen.’s Speech, 28 
Message Transmitting, 828 
Referred Committee of Supply, 823 


EXCISE DUTY 


Petitions presented for Repeal on Petro- 
leur, 299 
Do do 323 


do 
Do do Halifax, 716 
Motion for Correspondence Gooderham and 
W orts, 748 
Petition for Repeal Duty on Petroleum, 754 


EXPORTS AND 1MPORTS 
Statement for 1868-69, Hon. Mr. TILLEY, 186 


EXTRADITION OF CRIMINALS 
Billto Authorise Introduced, Mr. MILLS, 214 
Second Reading Bill, Senate, 698 
8rd do Roe 
Ist reading, Commons, 779 
2nd do do 814 
3rd reading passed, 821 


FENIAN RUMOURS 

Inquiries of Gevernment, Senate, Hon. Mr. 
DICKEY, 1016 
Tag nities Respecting Raids, Mr. MACKEN- 
ALK, 1181 

FERGUSON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on ‘Address, Support Government, 75 
Sir F, Hincks and Hon. J. Young, 194 
In Favour ot Protective Policy, 280 
Banking and Currency, 43), 4387, 489 
Amendmentto do 593 
Ottawa River Improvement, 746 
Election Law, Amendment to Bill, 754 
Militia Officers Resignation, 852 
Land Improvement Fund, 1020 
New Tariff, 1198 
Manitoba Bill, 1310 
In Committee, 1482 
Amendment to Bill, 1488 

Do do 1538 


FERRIER, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Petition Ohiefs and Indians Oka, Two Moun- 
tains, 31 
Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 521 
9nd reading G. W. Railway Bill, 861 
Railways Broad and Narrow Gauge, 1097 
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| FERRIES, INTERCOLONTAL Pa e 


uP > 
Bill Introduced, Hon. Mr. ‘MORRIS } ag 
First Reading 673, “by 
2n1 reading, Bill through Committee, 904 1“ 
3rd reading, 1059 Ae Ree 
20d reading, Senate, 1125 Ran aS 
House in Committee. 1184 eer 


Bill, Reported with Amendment, 1248 
3rd reading, passed, 1265 
Bill amended, read Ist time, Commons, 1273 


Nock 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT eee. 
Bill introduced, Commons, Hon. ‘Sir ¥. yt 
Hincks, 986 2 
@nd reading, 1050 ee 
Explanations respecting organization, 1128. se 
House in Committee to consider amendment, “4 
Bill read third time awd passed, 1150 ‘ ‘“y 
2nd reading, Senate, 1215 po TT 
3rd reading, passed, 1248 a 
FISHERIES 
La Canadienne, Commons, Mr FORTIN, 229, at 
Motion for Correspondence, Hon, Sir As DS yo 
GALT, 236 


It American Government have been notified = — 
Canadian fisheries to be protected, Mr. 
COFFIN, 272 


Depredations American Fishermen, Mr ., 
CUFFIN, 326 : i 
Inquiry for correspondence, Mr. Stewart 
CAMPBELL, 392 r. 
Correspondence respecting depredations,417 = 
Motion for copies, despatches, &c., Hon. Mr. uA 
HAZEN, Senate, 816 i} 
Inquiries respecting steps taken and instruc- ised 


tions issued, Hon, Mr. HAZEN, Senate, 883 
Discussion on Fisheries Protection, Committee ‘s 
of Supply, 1070 ibe 
Inquiry for correspondence, Hon, Sir A. T. ! 
GALT, 1844 
Message respecting Fishery Protection, 1393 


Discussion on Message, 1394 f oe 
Do on Fishery Correspondence, 1407 * 
FISHING BY FOREIGN VESSELS x 
Bill introd., Senate, Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, 37 ois 
2nd reading, 151 be 
House in Committee, 3rd haar, 186 Dies 
Inquiry respecting, Mr. ORTIN, OCom-: >>" 40% 
mons, 230 : aie 
érd reading, passed, 1569 f ee, 
FISH AND OIL INSPECTION ie. 


Petition, Montreal West, Hon. Mr. Ryan, 918 ‘ 
FOG WHISTLE yee 
One not to be put at Cape Enrageethis year,724 . 


FORBES Mr.—COMMONS 
Motion for return monies spenton Piers and 
Harbours, 839 ee 


FORTIN, Mr.—COMMONS 
“La Canadienne, 229 
Depredations American Fishermen, 330 Roepe iy 
Election Law, 702 A 
Enquiry respecting Laws, Piiotage, 724 ob ae 
Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 828 


Cour ts, Bonaventure and Gaspe, 854 Oh 

Masters and Mates’ Certificates, 914 Lyall 
do do do 959 a 
do do do 964 3 

Dominion Shipping, 1024 +4 


3rd Reading Interest Bill, 1168 ge 

Manitoba Bill, 1540 ~e 

FORTIN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 706 


GRANT, Dr.—COMMONS 
Dual Representation Bill, 346 
Lake Nipigon Region, 399 
Ottawa Kiver Im provement, 733 ‘ 
Mr. Dawson’s Report, Thunder Bay Region, 1025 
Manitoba Bill, 1319 us 


GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY— site 
Bill to amend Act introduced, Hon. Mr, Car- 
ling, 340 Rs 
2nd Reading moved, point of order raised, 720 i 
Report Committee, on order, 752 SRT eed 
2nd Reading, 779 : te ed 
3rd - do §24 
2nd do. Senate, 861 


ese Hon, Col.—COMMONS 


Supports Amendment on Mr. Mills’ Bill to abo- 
lis 


Dual Representation, 337 
Election Law, 534 
Piers and Harbours, 848 
Intercolonial Railway, 1009 
- 8rd Reading Interest Bill, 1167 
New Tariff, 1210 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1881 


- GUNBOATS 
_ Discussion, Committee, Supply, 1076 


GALT, Hon. Sir A, T.—COMMONS 
De bate on Address, offer of Seat in Cabinet, 62 


- Do Correspondence with Ministry read, 126 
Do Independence, &c., Reply to Hon: Sir 


F. HINCKS, 134 


DO; Correction, his statement, Report of 


Speech, 152 
Letters in reference to Order, K. M. G, 242 
Banking and Currency, Ist Resolution, 264 
é Depredations, American Fishermen, 328 
Dual Representation Bill, 343 
Banking and Currency, 435 
Dominion Notes, 507 


Amendment, Hon, Mr. Huntington’s Customs 


Union Resolutions, 508 
Do do do 628 

Dominion Notes, 659 
Welland Canal, enlargement, 689 
Seigniorial Tenure, 890 
Red River Difficulties, 903 
Budget, 941 
Superannuation Act, 957 
Intercolonial Railroad, 988 
New Tariff, 1237 
North West Expedition, 1875 


GAUCHER, Mr.—_COMMONS 
North West Vote, 1560 


GAUDET, Mr,—_COMMONS 
Election Law, 711 : > 


GI BBS, Mr.—COMMONS 


Supports Mr. OLIVER’S motion for Import 


Duties, 277 
Banking and Currency, 423 
Dominion = io 518 
Do do 661 
Banks and Banking, 806 
Mr. M. ACK ENZIE’S Amendment, 811 
Dominion Notes, 871 
New Tariff, 1197 


GODIN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 709 
Banks and Banking. 863 
Budget, 951 
Super anruation Fund, 1061 
Amendments to do. 1388, 1391 


GOVERNMENT DAYS 
Request for Monday, 700 
Do W ednesday evening, 815 
Motion, Government orders take precedence 
remainder of Session, 1407 


GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES 
Motion, (Mr. Currier,) for names, creed, &c., all 
Government Employees, carried, 1345 


GOVERNMENT SHIPS, DISCIPLINE 

Bill introduced Senate, "Hon. Mr. Mitchell, 1072 
2nd Reading, 1124 

Senate in Committee, 1170 

Discussion, Hons. Messrs. MITCHELL, Me- 
ee and McPHERSON—Bill Reported, 


8rd Reading, 1184 

1st Reading, Commons, 1246 

2nd Reading, OY a through Committee, 3rd 
Reading, 1 

i eeabeuin, agreed to, Senate, 1336 


-GOVERNOR GENERAL 

Opens Parliament, 25 

Message—North West Papers, 200 

Address in reply to address, 210 

ayer a respecting disallowance of certain 
AC 

Motion for Copy of Commission, &c., Hon. Mr, 
BOTSFORD, Senate, 514 (cont. 


+o >>. SESSION’ 1870. 


GOVERNOR GENERAL—cont. 


Despatch on subject, Merchants’ Shipping Colo- 
nial Act, 558 
Message with Estimates, 823 
Assents to Habeas Cor pus | Suspension, 1040 
Message respecting Superannuation Bill, 1334 
Do Supplementary Estimates, 1348 
Do _—- Resolutions, Gov. Manitoba, 1349 
Do Relating to protection of Fisheries, 1393 
Do Supplementary Estimates for 1870, 1408 
Do _—- Respecting prorogation, 1570 
Prorogation, 1572 


GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY 
Bill introduced to restore Charter, 699 
2nd Reading, 895 
3rd Reading, passed Commons, 960 


GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY 

Petition for Act confirming agreement with 
Buffalo & Lake Huron Company, Mr. Work. 
man, 186 

Bill introduced, Mr. WORKMAN » 325 

2nd Reading, 690 

House in Conimittee, 799 

8rd Reading, 815 

2nd Reading, Senate, 833 

8rd Reading, passed, 912 


HABEAS CORPUS SUSPENSION 
Bill introduced Commons, Hon. Sir J. A. MAC. 
DONALD, 1042 
Ist Reading, 1046 4 
2nd and 3rd "Readings, 1048 Z 
Ist, 2nd and 8rd Readings, Senate, 1040 


HAGAR, Mr. A.—COMMONS 
Seconds Customs Union Address, 493 


HARBOURS 
Motion for return monies advanced Oakville 
Harbour, 748 
Do referred to Committee Public Accounts, 1160 
Motion withdrawn, 1161 


| HARBOUR IMPROVEMENTS 


Bill read 2nd time, passed through Committee, 
read 8rd time, 1373 

Ist Reading, Senate, 1329 

2nd Reading, 1329 

Senate in Committee, ard Reading, passed, 1338 


HABBOURS OF REFUGE 
If Government intend ued construct on Lake 
Huron, Mr. SPROAT, 271 
Motion for Reports, &., "Mr. STEPHENSON, 282 
1 


do the og 
Resolution carried, 398 
One to be putin estimates for Coteau Rapids, 674 
Returns brought down, 721 - 


HARRISON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Curren cy Resolutions, 260 
Dual Representation, 336 
Election Law, 365 
Lake Nipigon Region, 406 
Banking and Currency, 429 
Superannuation Act, 937 wy 

Do do 1390 

Manitoba Bill, 1417 


HAZEN, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Motion for Copies Marriaze Lisense papers, 441 
City of Brussels at Halifax, 750 
Motion for Copies of peuluony, &¢c., from Nova 
Scotia on Banking, 766 
Public Accounts, 817 
Assimilation of Currency, s19 


HIDES AND LEATHER . 
Bill introduced, Commons, Mr. LAWSON, 831 
3rd Reading, passed, 1405 
2nd Reading, Senaie, 1536 
ard Do do  15d5 


HINCKS, Hon. Sir FRANCIS—COMMONS . 
Departmental Reports, Explanation Difficul- 
ties, 35 
Debate on Address, Appointment to Office, 77 
Do do Annexation and Indepen- 
dence, 128 
Do do Reply toMr.HUNTINGTON, 164 
Explanation regarding Mr, JOHN YOUNG, 190 
Do do do 209 
(cont, 


INDEX : eae. 


' HINCKS, Hon, Sir F.~COMMONS—cont. 


Explanation Govt. Policy, Banking, &c. 215 
Answer to. Mr. BODWELL on Reciprocity 
Treaty, 231 
Answer to Mr. CARTWRIGHT’S Amendment, 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 251 
Answer to Mr. OLIVER’S motion on Import 
Duties, 274 
Do Mr. MACKENZIE’S do 
partmental defalcations, 290 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 306, 
In answer to Mr. COLBY, 309 
Debate resumed, 311 
Resolutions, Dominion Notes, 313 ~ 
Explanations respecting, 315, 316 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 380 
Do do Amendments, 431 
Customs Union, 468 
Motion for concurrence, 497 
Dominion Notes, 506 
Do do 6658 
Do do 666 
Coasting Trade, 717 
Ottawa River Improvement, ‘742 
Banks and Banking, 805 
Do do 806 


Do do 807 
Mr. MACKENZIF’S Amendment, 809 
G. W. Railway Amendment Act, $24 
Bank U. C. Copper Coin, 833 
Dominion Notes, 864 
Budget brought down, 916 
Superannuation Act, 955 
Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia, 1127 
Do do New Brunswick, 1136 
2nd Reading Interest Bill, 1150 
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 1161 
New Tariff, 1192 
Do 1198 
, Do 1222 
N, W. Bill, Mr. McDOUGAL’S inquiry, 1268 
New Tariff, motion for concurrence, 1274 
Manitoba Bill, 1303 
Answer Mr. CARTWRIGHT’S inquiries con- 
cerning Intercolonial Fund, 1340 
Motion to discharge Curr ency Resolutions, 1349 
Supplementary Estimates, 1362 
North West Expedition, 13870 
Hon, Mr. DORION’S Amendment 2nd Reading 
Customs Bill, 1379 
Superannuation Act, 1339 
Manitoba Bill, 1434 
Mr. FERGUSON’S Amendment to do, 1490 
North West vote, 1561 


HIRE OF CABS IN PUBLIC DEPARTMENTS 
Motion for Address respecting sums paid, Mr. 
MASSON, 1217 


HOLMES, Mr.—_COMMONS 
Thunder Bay Region, 1026 


HOLTON, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Purity of Parliament, 32, 3£ 
State of bepar tmental Reports, 35 
Asks for explanations, Ministerial appoint- 
ey Debate on Address, 51 : 


do 125 
Debate on Hon. JOHN YOUNG?’S denial, 191 
Death, Mr. KIRKPATRICK, 718 
Ottawa River Improvement, TAT 
oe and > es 797 


fe) do 807 
Mr. MACKENZIE’S Amendment do, 869 
G. W. Railway Amendment Act, 824 
Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 829 
Dominion Notes, 866 
Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 872 
Rate of Interest, 876 
Interest Bill, 906 
Budget, 910 
Supper annuation Act, 957 
Suspension Habeas Cor pus Act, 10/3 
Superannuation Fund, 1053 
Militia Estimates, Committee of Supply, 1076 
Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia, do, 1127 

Do ’ New Brunswick, do 1140 


on De- 


North West Territory, do 1148 
Interest Bill, 1159 
Mr. MILLS, "Res. N. W. 1180 


Fenian Raids, 1182 
North West Expedition, 1186 


New Tariff, 1193 (cont. 


HOLTON, Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 


New Tariff, 1235 ae 

N..W. Bill, "Mr. McDOUGALL’S inquiry, 126 

New Tariff, motion for concurrence, 1274 

Currency Resolutions, 1349 

Supplementary Estimates, 1362 

Fenian Expenses, 1364 ; A, 

North West Expedition, 1370 po Vase 
Do do 1373 ; oe. 

Manitoba Bill, 1540 ny 

North West Expedition, 1551 ee 
Do Vote, 1564 } 


HOPS AND SALT 
Report Select Committee, F 
ae for adoption re th Debate adjourned, F> 
3) . 


HOW E£, Hon. JOSEPH—COMMONS 

Papers, Mr. McDOUGALL ready to pie 
down, 35 

Debate on Address resumed Feb. 2Ist, North 
West Territory, 111 ty, 
Do Reply to Mr. McDOUGALL, 122 

Correction Newspaper report, 304 Sr) 

Depredations American Fishermen, 331 : 

Harbours of Refuge, 396 3 

Lake Nipigon, 408 

Election Law, 580 

Customs Union, 588 

Coasting Trade, 717 

Ottawa River Improvement, TAT 

Nova Scotia Subsidy, 785 

Piers and Harbours, 843 

Masters and Mates Certificates, 914 ~ 

Death of Mr. CHIPMAN, 974 

Superannuation Ftind, 1063 

N. W. Bill, answer to Mr. McDOUGALL, 1267 

Manitoba Bill, 1313 

Motion for concurrence, 1504 


HUNTINGTON, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS ~ 
Debate on Address. Review of Dr. Tupper’s 


speech, 108 
“Do do Independence, &c. 158 
Correction Newspaper Report, 189 
. Depredations American Fishermen, Ast le 
Lake Nipigon Region, 407 
Customs Union Address, 449 
Correction Newspeper Report, 522 é 
Customs Union, 646 . Nahe 


HUTCHINSON, Mr.—COMMONS . i hay 
New Tariff, 1213 
Do motion for Concurr ence, 1275 


IMMIGRATION 4 
Governor General’s Speech, 28 * 
First Report of Committee, Hon. Mr, DUNKIN, 

269 ae 

INDEPENDENCE OF PARLIAMENT 
Bill to protect &c., Mr. BLAKE, 325 
Bill toamend Act, Mr, MILLE; 391 \ 


INDIANS a 
Manitoulin Island, Hon, Mr. McDOUGALL, ok 
198 C3 
Iroquois of Two Mountains, Hon, Mr.FERRIER, © 4 


31 
Motion fer correspondence, Mr. MACKENZIE, 
201 


4 t 


a 


Motion for copies of Treaties, &c., &c., Mr. . 
LAWSON, 231 ' 
Inquiries concerning Indians of North West x 
Territory, Mr. MASSON, 1559 ‘ 


INLAND REVENUE DEPARTMENT 
Motion for list of persons who have passed the 
Examination, Mr, CHAMBERLIN, 209 
Motion for return of seizures made 1868- 69, 748 
Motion (Mr. GODIN), expenses incurred incol- 
lection of duty on Canadian Tobacco, 855 : 
Bill to amend Act for collection introduced, 
Hon, Mr. MORRIS, 1049 / 
Motion for returns of the amount received for 
seizures, &c,, Mr. JONES, 1218 fy 
Pun to amend Act for Collection, 2nd reading, — 
fees > 
Returns of seizures brought down, 1487 r. 
Bill pessed through Committee, 1334 a iad - 
Senate, Ist Reading 1437 y | hans ata? 
2nd reading, 1535 ao, 7 
3rd_—s do 1635 y rh. 
Passed, 1555 : POP ay) FT 
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SESSION, 1870. 


INSOLVENT ACT 


Bill to amend introduced, Mr, KEELER, 673 
2nd reading, 1495 


INSOLVENT ACT, NOVA SCOTIA. 
Bill to amend introduced, Mr. SAVARY, 1074 
Ist Reading, 1221 


INSPECTION OF HIDES 
House in Committee, Bill introduced, 399 


INSPECTOR OF DRILL SHEDS, TORONTO 
Motion for statement of salary and expenses, 
Mr, BLAKE, 412 


INTERCOLONIAL FUND & SECURITIES 
Inquiry (Mr. CARTWRIGHT), sums at credit 
of Dominion, &c., &¢., 1339 
Answer (Sir F. HINCKS), giving details asked 
for, 1340 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD 

For returns of rolling stock and rails, Mr, 
MACKENZIE, 857 

Resolutions, Sir A. T. GALT, 988 

Motion (COMMONS), names of parties tender- 
ing for locomotives, &c., 1024 

Motion coneerning management (COMMONS), 
Mr, JONES, 1100 

Motion for names of persons employed on 
ae Me New Brunswick, Mr. HUTCHINSON, 

2 


INTERCOLONIAL BRIDGES 

ena for returns, Hon, Mr. ARCHIBALD, 
84 

Resolution passed, 1344 

Bill concerning management, Mr. JONES, 

- dropped, 13845 

Motion for adoption of Report of. Select Com- 
mittee of Seriate on Report of Railway Com- 
missioners, 1536 

Continuation of discussion on Report of Select 
Committee of Senate on Intercolonial Rail- 
way, 1554 

Motion discharged, 1558 


INTEREST 

Bill to limit the rate of, Mr. GODIN, 186 

Do do do Mr. ROSS, 228 

Mr. GODIN'S Bill withdrawn, 334 

ond reading of Bill, Mr. ROSS, 348 

Motion for Minutes in Conncil on Rate of In- 
terest allowed on Seigniories and Townships 

‘compensation, 857 

Motion, Committee of House, adjourn ed, 858 

Rate of Interest, House in Committee, 875 

Amendments lost, 832 

Motion for concurrence, 905 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD 

Inquiry if statement sent to England, Mr. 
JONES (Leeds and, Grenville), 187 

Address tor Correspondence, Mr. BLAKH, 195 

Motion for statement of costs and charges, Mr, 
JONES, 204 

Motion for statement of names of Contractors, 
Mr, DUFRESNE, 208 

If Contractors on No. 3 have been paid full 
amount for work done, Mr, CALDWELL, 271 

Motion for statement respecting, Hon. Mr, 
WARK, 293 

Notice of a Bill to alter management, Ist read- 
ing Mr. JONES, 324 

Address, Minute in Council, Hon, Mr. WARK, 


374 
Res for statements, &c., Hon. Mr. DICKEY, 


Iron to be advertised for, 674 
Attention called to the report concerning Con- 
ie whose contracts have been annulled, 
Amendment, Hon. JOHN 8, MACDONALD, 
carried, 907 
Amendment, Hon, Mr. CAMERON, lost, 908 
pacer eee Hon. Mr, CAMERON, 
os 
Amendment, Mr. MACKENZIE, lost, 910 
Ist reading, 911 
2nd do 1150 
Amendment, Mr, MACKENZIE, 1151 
Do do lost, 1153 
Committee of the Whole, 1154 
Amendment, Mr, E. M. McDONALD, 1154 


bo, Dr, TUPPER, 1154 (cont. 


INTERCOLONIAL RAILROAD—cont, 


Amendments lost, 1157 
Bill reported, 1160 
Motion for 3rd reading, 1165 
Amendment, Mr. HOLTON, carried, 1168 
Amendment, Mr. JOLY, carried, 1169 
Discussion respecting changes, 1185 
Motion, Mr. BELLEROSB, Bill to be repealed, 
carried, 1344 
Motion for 8rd reading. Amendment, 3 months 
hoist Mr OLIVER, carried, 1401 
Adjourned debate on Mr. J. S. ROSS'S resolu- 
tions resumed, 
Amendment, Hon. Mr. WOOD 
Order of the day, carried, 1402 
2nd reading, Mr. ROSS’S Bill, moved, 1403 
Point of order raised, decision of Speaker, 1404 
Bill decided out ot order, 1405 
INTESTATES DYING WITHOUT HEIRS 
Motion for correspondence, Mr. MILLS, 208 
IRVINE, Hon, Mr.—COMMONS 
N.B. Divorce Court, 693 
Mr. DORION’S amendment, Customs Bill, 1379 | 
JACKSON, Mr.—COMMONS 
G. W. Railway Amendment Act, 825 + 
Fublic Improvement Fund, 847. 
Land Improvement Fund, 1029. 
JOLY, Mr.—COMMONS 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 774 
Interest Bilis, 905 
Superannuation Act, 957 
Amendment to do, J388 


JONES, Mr. (Leeds and Grenville), COMMONS 
Debate on Address, Omissions in Speech, 80 
Do do Definition of his position, 179 
Bill to alter management of International Rail- 
way, Introduction, 324 : 
Harbors of Refuge, 397 
Welland Canal Enlargement, 681 
Ottawa River Impruvement, 747 
Banks and Banking, 86 
Superannuation Act, 957 
Militia Estimates, Committee of Supply, 1075 
Intercolonlal Railroad, 1100 
Dominion Offices, Mr, MASSON’S Amend- 
ment, 1132 
New Tariff, 1193 
Do 1198 
Intercolonial Railway, 1215 


JUSTICES OF PEACH 
Bill, to amend Act respecting duties of, Mr. 
DREW, 186 
Referred to Select Committee, 292 
Bill introduced, Mr, HARRISON, 32+ 
2nd reading,referred to same Select Committee, 


413 
Report ot Select Committee, 496 
8rd reading passed, 1347 
2nd reading, Senate, 1535 
38rd do 155 


JUVENILE OFFENDERS’ 
HALIFAX 
2nd reading, Senate, 832 
House in Committee, 862 
8rd reading, 883 
8rd do Commons, 1186 


KILLAM, Mr. (Yarmouth,)COMMONS 
Banking and Currency, 429 


KAMOURASKA 
bs ea concerning Judge, Mr, BERTRAND, 


DETENTION— 


LAKE NIPIGON 
Motion for reports, Surveyors, Mr, McDOU- 
GALL, 285 
Do for Surveys, &c., Dr. GRANT, 399 
Do __ for reports, Mr. MeDOUGALL, 448 


LAND IMPROVEMENT FUND, ONTARIO 
Motion appointing Select Committee, Hon, 
Mr. WvUOD, 1028 
Struck off paper, 11(3 


LANGEVIN, Hon. Mr.—_COMMONS 
Debate on Address, Statement of Mr, McDUU- 
GALL, 170 
Indians of Two Mountains, answer to Mr. MAC- 
KENZIE, 202 
Welland Canal, answer to Mr, MAGILL, 228 


INDEX 


' 


LANGEVIN, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 


Answer to Mr. McCALLUM’S motion, Welland 
Canal, 285 

Library Report, 353 

Harbours of Kefuge, 397 

N. B. Divorce Court, 690 

Ottawa River Improvement, 742 

_ Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 828 

Piers and Har bours, 842 

Thunder Bay Region, 1027 

St. John Custom House, 1058 

Superannuation Fund, 1061 

Canada Central Railway, Mr. CHAUVEAU’S 
Amendment, 1172 

hae RENEE and Report Printing Committee, 
121 


LANGLOIS, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 764 


LETELLIER bz Sr. JUST, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 

Address Speech fiom Throne, explanations 
asked, 40 

Asks for Ministerial explanations, 84 

Calls attention to accommodation for Senate 
in Gallery of Commons, 150 

Motion for Copies of Mr. McDOUGALL’S Com- 
mission, Correspondence, &c. 183 

Debate on motion Hon, Mr. WARK, Interco- 
lonial Railway statements, 296 

Promissory Notes, &c. 35% 

Second Reading "Light Houses, Buoys and 
Beacons, 377 

Public Acts, 817 

Census Bill, 912 

Red River Expedition, 1091 

eae Tariff, ane sa in BOER eR le 


Hon. Mr. RYAN'S ioHee “withdrawal of 


Troops,” 1534 
Manitoba Bill, 1556 


LEVESCONTHE, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Ourrency, 437 
Welland Canal enlargement, 685 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 787 
Banks and Banking, 812 
Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 829 
Militia Estimates, Committee of Suprly, 1076 
Dominion Offices, N.S. N. B. Mr. MACKEN- 
ZIE’S motion respecting Salaries, 1131 
New Tariff, 1198 


LIBRARY OF PARLIAMENT 
Report Librarian laid before Commons, 31 
Joint Committee appointed, 269 
Report Contingent Accts. Librarian, 823 
Report, insufficient accommodation, 

BLANCHET, 353 

Library Report, Senate, 793 
Report adopted, 796 


LIGHT HOUSES, BUOYS and BEACONS 
pi introduced (Senate,) Hon. Mr. MITCHELL, 


293 
Second Reading, 374 
House in Committee, amendments, Hon, Mr, 
TESSIER, 414 

House in Committee, 520 

Do do 554 
Petition for Light Houses, Georgian Bay, 557 
Senate in Committee, 654 
Bill reported, 656 
3rd. Reading, Senate, 720 
2nd Reading, Commons, 823 
srd Reading, passed, 872 


LOCKE, Hor. Mr.—SELNATE 
New Tarifi, 1480 


MAGILL, Mr.—COMMONS 

Debate on Address, Inland Navigation, Fiscal 
Policy omitted from Speech, 174 

Supports Prctec:ive Police, 28) 

Customs Union, 489 

Motion for Returns, Orders in Council, Reporis, 
&C., Wn lereing St. Lawrence and’ Welland 
Canal S, 675 

Nova Scotia Subsidy, 775 

Interest Bill, 906 

New Tariff, 1194 

Do Amendment, Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 1249 
Do do Mr. DORION, 1279 


Mr. 


| 


MANITOBA 


Bill to form Province introduced, HOD. Sir 


JOHN A, MACDONALD, 1287 

Ist Reading, 1319 

Act in full, 1321 

2nd Reading, 1851 

Debate resumed, 1381 

Referred to ‘om mittee, 1385 

Delayed:on account of Premier’s illness, 1405 

Continuation of Debate, 1408 

House in Committee, 1431 

Several clauses passed, 1437 . 

Debate on Resolutions resumed, 1487 

Rene 2nd time, referred to Committee on Bill, 

House in Committee on Bill, Amendment, Mr. 
FERGUSON, 1488 

Amendment lost, 1493 


veo for concurrence in Amendments, 1493 


) do Resolutions, 1504 

Amendment, Mr. MACKENZIE, lost, 1527 
Do Mr. YOUNG, lost, 1528 : 
Do Mr. FERGUSSON, aie 


Do to do 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT, lost, 1529 
Amenament to Mr. ERGUSON’S ah “Mr. 

MACKENZIE, lost, 1530 

Mr. FERGUSON’S Amendment lost, 1530 
Amendment, Mr. MILLS, lost, 1631: 

Do Mr. FERG SON, lost, 1531 

Do Mr. MACKENZIE lost, 1532 

Do Mr. DREW, lost, 1532: 
House adjourned, 1533 
Debate resumed, 1537_- 
Amendment, Mr. FERGUSON, 1538 
Father Thibault’s Report laid an table, 1327 
Discussion on reception of Delegates, 1330 

Do Senate, 1337 
N. W. Te eee ne 

KENZIE 

N. W. enbaon: Committee of Supply, AS: 
Debate continued, 1549 
Inquiry respecting Indians, 1559 


MASSON, Mr, (Soulanges) COMMONS 
Debate on N. W. Explorations asked, 125 
Harbors of Refuge, 392 
Customs Union, “494 
Election Law, 548 
Dominion Offices, Amendment to Mr. MAC- 

KENZIE’S Amendment, 1181 
N, W. Territory, Amendment, 1147 
8rd Reading Interest Bill, 1168 
Hire of Cabs in Public Departments, 1217 
Non-delivery of Mr. Smith’s Report, 1265 
RA W. Expedition, 1376 


O do 1550 
N. W. Vote, 1560 


MASSON, Mr., Terrebonne—COMMONS - 
Debate on Addr ess, North West, 82 
N. B. Divorce Court, 691 
Manitoba Bill, 1312 


MAIL STEAMERS 
Petition for steamers to call at Port Hastings, 


71 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 2nd Reading 
of Bill, 517 
Senate in Committee, 672 
Do do 698 
3rd Reading, 720 
2nd do Commons, 831 
House in Committee, 913 
Do do ee 


Do do 
3rd Reading, 1031 
Amendments moved and passed, Hon. Mr. 
MITCHELL, 1040 
MERRITT, Mr.—COMMONS 


Supports Mr. McCallum’s motion on Welland 


Canal, 
Welland Canal Enlar cement, 684 
Amendment, Banks and Banking, 808 
Ontario and Krie Ship Canal, 961 


METCALFR, Mr.—COMMONS 


New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, msi 


MILEAGE 
Explanation, Mr, Yes COMMONS, 1288 


Motion, Mr. MAC-~ 


‘ 
A 


fet 


Poe SESSION 1870. 


MILITARY SCHOOLS 


Motion for List of Cadets, &c,, Mr. BLAKH, 237 
Returns brought down, 958 


MILITIA 
Governor General’s Speech, 28 
ort presented, Hon. Sir G.E. CARTIER, 657 
Bil to facilitate signing Commissions intro- 
duced, Hon. Sir G. E. GARTIER, 674 
Military Maps, to be found at P. 0., 700 
gnd reading of Bill to facilitate, &¢C., 718 


8rd. do do passed, 753 
2nd =do do Senate, 796 
8rd do do passed, 832 


Motion for Correspondence, Resignation of cer- 
tain Officers, 850 

Estimates, Com mittee of Supply, 1074 

Motion for Statements and Amounts paid to 
District Staff Officers, &c., Mr. MILLS, 1180 


MILLER, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 


New Tariff, 1446 


MILLS, Mr.—COMMONS 


Debate on Address, Issues of last Election, 177 
Against Mr OLIVER’S motion for protection, 281 
Dual Representation, 3384 
Harbours of Refuge, 394 
Election Law, 529 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 786 
Banks and perme 806 
Interest Bill, 905 
Masters and Mates Certificates, 959 
Suspension Habeas Corpus Act, 1047 
Resolutions respecting N. W. 1177 
New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, fa 
Manitoba Bill, 1419 

Do 1540 


_ MITCHELL, Hon. Mr,.-SENATE 


Act to amerd Act Sick and Distressed Mari- 
ners 

Actr specting Coasting Trade, 87 

Act to amend Act, Fishing, Foreign Vessels, 


3f 
Second frente Coasting Trade Act, 110 


Do re) Distressed Mariners Act, 110 
Do do Light Houses, Buoys and Bea- 
cons, 3874 
do Masters and Mates Certifi- 
cates, 517 
fe) do Light Houses, Buoys and Bea- 
cons, 520 
Do do do 535 


Masters and Mates Certificates, 698 
Penitentiary amendment, 981 


MONTREAL ART ASSOCIATION 


Petition for Incorporation, Mr. WORKMAN, 391 


,MONTREAL AND CHAMPLAIN JUNCTION 
RAILWAY 
Second Reading Bill, 724 
ard do 815 
2nd do Senate, 860 
3rd do with amendment, 971 
Amendment agree i to, Commons, 1017 


MORRIS, Hon, Mr.—COMMONS 
Canadian Artists Society, 838 
Answer Mr. MASSON, motion non-delivery 
Mr. SMITH’S report, 1266 
Cullers—Supplementar y ee 1368 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1385 
Do do 1436 


MORRISON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Motion respecting Brock Monument, 384 
Ontario and Erie Ship Canal, 961 
Murray Canal—not to be provided for this 
Session, 674 


‘McCALLUM, Mr.—COMMONS 
Motion for Correspondence and Reports of 


Engineer Welland Canal, 283 

Customs Union, 646 

Welland Canal Enlargement, 679 

Coasting Trade, 719 

Ottawa River Improvement, 743 

Grand Trunk and Buffalo ‘and Lake Huron 
Railways, 777 

Dominion Notes, 870 

Masters’ and Mates’ CGartincaled! 915 

New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1259 


» 2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1885 


McCARTHY, Mr.—COMMONS 


Motion respecting Land Tenur e, Seigniory of 
Sorel, 848 


MACDONALD, A. P. (Middlesex) 
Lake Nipigon ates 411 
Election Law, 714 
Ottawa River Improvement, 738 


MACDONALD, LS (Antigonish)—COMMONS 
kleetion Law, 761 
Piers and Harbours, 340 


MACDONALD, Mr. E. M.—COMMONS 
Mition for Correspondence, Halifax Post Office, 287 
Election Law, 544 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 787 
Masters’ and Ma‘es’ Certificates, 914 
Superannuation Fund, 1061 
2nd Reding Int. Bill, 1151 
New Tariff, 1193 
Do Mr. DORION’S Amendment, 1278 


McDOUGALL, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Ltt on Address, Reconstruction of Government, 


Do do North West, Answerto Mr. HOW8, 117 
Do do do do Mr. LANGEVIN, 172 
Indians on Manitoulin Isiand, 198 
Dua! Representatio:: Bill, 314 
North West Ex” edition, 1191 

. W. Ques'ion, Mr. D. Smith’s Report, 1245 
New T: ‘riff, Mr. HOLTON’S amendment, 1219 
North West, del tA in Bill being brought down, 1266 
Manitoba Bill, 1801 
North West Affairs, Reception of Delegates, 1330 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, i861 
In Commi ee, 1 31 
Mr. FERQUSON’S eR Wether 1489 
On Motion of concurrence 
Motion of Amendment, re, 
Answet to hir. HOWE, 1895 
Secret Service Money, 1566 


» 


McDOUGALL, J.L., South Renfrew 


Ottawa River Improvement, 740 


MACDOUC€ ALL, Mr. (Three Rivers)—COMMONS 


Canada Central Railway, Mr. CHAUVEAUD’S 
Amendment, 1172 


McKEAGNEY, Hon, Mz—COMMONS- S 


Customs Union, 
New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1255 


MACKENZIE, Mr.—COMMONS 

Printing of Parliament, caution as to haste, 34 

State of Departmental Reports, 35 

Sate of Public Accounts, 35 

Ready to go on wich business, 36 

Debate on Address, Ministerial RE UTR ih 64 

Debate on Address resumed, Feb. 18th, 86 

On Mr. CARTWRIGHT’S Nicene to Banking 
and Currency Resolutions, 256 

Dissents from Mr. OLIVER’S motion for Import 
Duties, 278 

On eet of Mr. DUNKIN’S Census Bill, 


Denridations American Fishermen, 832 
Library Report, 353 

Harbours of Refuge, 393 

Lake Nipigon region, 410 

Bookie and Sapa te pt 


Do do 433 
Customs Union, 653 
Welland Canal Enlargement, 681 
Coasting Trade, 716 
Death of Mr. Kirkpatrick, 718 
Ottawa River TPE OT eae 742 
Election Law, 75 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 783 
Banks and Banking, 803 
Amendment, 809 
G. W. Railway Amendment Act, 825 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 827 
Red River Murder, 834 
Piers and Harbours, 8tL 
Public Improvement Fund, 846 
Militia Officers’ ety ds acer 852 
Dominion Notes, 
Light Houses, 5 Hes and Beacons, 873 
Rate of Interest, 881 
Brock Monument, 886 
[cont. 


MACKENZIE, Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 
Red River Difficulties, 900 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 914 
Budget, 942 | 
Superannuation Act, 956 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 964 
Inquiry, Mr. Smith’s Report, 987 
Thunder Bay Region, 1027 , 
Intercolonial Railway, Supply Committee, 1038 
Suspension Habeas Corpus Act, 1044 
Secretary of State Department, 1050 
Superannuation Fund, 1062 
Militia Estimates, Committee of Supply, 1074 
Collection of Revenue, do 1082 
N.W. Territory, 1088 
McNab Estate, 1105 | ‘ ‘ 
Dominion Offices, Motion respecting Salaries, 1130 
2nd Reading Int. Bill, 1150 
Resumed, 1158 ; 
Bank of Upper Canada Bill, 1162 
Mr. Mills Resolutions, N. W., 1179 
Inquiry concerning Fenian Raids, 1181 
N. W. Expedition, 1190 
New Tariff, 1211 
Inquiry for Report of P. M. General, 1217 
New Tariff, 1225. et a 
N. W. Question, Mr. D. Smith’s Report, 1244 
New Tariff, Mr. Holton’s Amendment, 1260 
N. W. Bill, Mr, McDougall’s Inquiry, 1267 
New Tariff, Motion for Concurrence, 1274 
do Mr. DORION’S Amendment, 1280 
Manitoba Bill, 1295 
Portage la Prairie, 1319 
N. W. Affairs, 1330 
Motion for Correspondence, 1338 
do Reciprocity, 1344 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1357 
N. W. Expedition, 1375 } 
Hon. Mr. DORION’S Amendment, Customs Bill, 


1378 ; 
Manitoba Bill, 1408 
do ‘ 487 


Glengraait 
do do , 1491 
do do , 1501 

do, 1541 


do 
N. W. Vote, 1562 
Review of the Session, 1569 


ELLAN, Hon. Mr.—Senate 
antes Dickey’s Motion, Intercolonial Railway. 516 
Railway Broad and Narrow Gauge, 1099 


McMASTER, Hon. Mr.—Senate 
Ministertal Explanations, 84 
Detroit River Transit Co., 83 


2 
2 ding G. W. Railway Bill, 861 
ond a Bank of Commerce and Gore Bank, 


952 : 
b, Sir Allan, payment to Motion for Select 
eae to enquire, Mr RYMAL, 196 
Report, Select Committee, 715 
Motion for adoption Report, Mr. RYMAL, 1102 


cPHERSON, Hon. Mr.—Senate Tae 
ASabohs Mr. LETELLIER DEST. JUST’S Mo- 
tion for McDougall’s Commission, &c., 18 
2nd Reading, Light Houses, Buoys & Beacons, 376 
2nd Reading G. W. Railway Bill, 861 
Dominion Notes, 973 
New Tariff, 1457 


cCULLY, Hon. Mr.—Senate 
sae chats on Motion, Hon. Mr. WARK, Intercolon- 
ial Railway, 295 i 
Promissory Notes &e., 351 
Masters and Mates Certificates, 518 ; 
Motion for Correspondence, Compulsory Pilotage, 


654 
City of casa at Halifax, 749 

ublic Acts ; 
ae force to be sent to Red River, 831 
Dominion Notes, 973 
Red River Difficulty, 976 

do Hxpedition, 1089 

Railway Broad and Narrow Gauge, 1093 


MACDONALD, Hon. Sir John A.—Commons 
Answer to Mr. Holton, 33.) F r 
In answer to Mr. Holton Ministerial appointments 
Debate on Address, 54 


In answer to Mr. McDougall d 79 
do 


16) i 
My. Howlands ap- 


[cont. 


Mr. Mackenzio’s, 
pointment, 90 


INDEX ea ees 


MACDONALD, Hon. Sir John A.—cont. ‘ 
In answer to Payment to Sir Allan McNab, 196 
On Mr. Oliver’s Motion for protection, 282 
In answer Mr. Stephenson Remuneration Post- 

masters, 305 
n answer to Official Arbitrators Act, 320 
Answer to Mr. Robitaille American fishers, 327 
Election law, Motion for Second Reading, 355 
Banking and Currency, 424 ; 
Court of Appeal, Bill introduced, 523 
Sick Mariners, 3rd Reading, 529 
Sir A. T, GALT’S amendment, Hon Mr. Hunt- 
ington’s Customs Union Resolutions, 575 
Amendment to do 583 
Welland Canal enlargement, 685 
NB. Divorce Court, 620 
Death Mr, Kirkpatrick, 718 
Collingwood Harbour, 732 
Ottawa River Improvement, 744 
Election Law, 754 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 780 
G. W. Railway Amendment Act, 825 
Light Houses, Buoys & Beacons, $29 
Red River Murder, 836 
Militia Officers Resignation, 852 
Courts Bonaventure and Gaspe, 855 
Light Houses, Buoys & Beacons, 872 
Brock Monument, 886 
Red River Difficulties, 898 
Interest Bill, 906 
Masters ae Mates Certificates, 913 


0 0) 959 ; 
Answer Mr. Mackenzie, Mr, Smith’s Report, Red 
River, 987 
Intercolonial Railroad, 1011 
Suspension Habeas Corpus Act, 1040 
N. W. Territory, 1086 
McNab Hstate, 1105 ! 
Dominion Offices, Motion Mr, Mackenzie, resvect- - 
ing Salaries, 1130 
Mr. Masson’s Amendment, 1132 
N. W. Territory, 1148 
do Expedition, 1188 
New Tariff, 1200 
do 1287 


Province of Manitoba, Bill introduced, 1287 

Explanation, Mounted Police,1300 

Portage La Prairie, 1309 

Senators from Red River, 1317 

Indian Titles, 1320. 

N. W. Affairs, Reception of Delegates, 1830 

Answer Mr. Mackenzie’s motion for N. W. Cor- 
respondence, 1339 

Motion for second Reading, Manitoba Bill, 1351 

N. W. Expedition, 1873 

Illness announcement, Sir G. E. Cartier, 1394 

Continued LIness, 1407 


MACDONALD, Hon. John S.—Commons 


Printing of Parliament, 34 % 


Collingwood Harbour, 722 

Banks and Banking, 810 

Light Houses, Buoys and Beacons, 872 

Brock Monument, 8 

Canada Central Railway, 894 

Interest Bill, 907 

Canada Central Railway, 962 

Masters and Mates Certificates, 963 

Canada Central Railway, 1030 A 

Dominion Offices, Mr, Mackenzie’s Motion res- 
pecting Salaries, 1130 


Mr. McDONALD (Glengarry)—Commons 
Harbours of Refuge, &c., 39 

. B. Divorce Court, 692 

New Tariff, 1197 

Fenian Expenditure, 1363 

N. W. Vote, 1560 


McCONKEY. Mr.--Commons 
Ottawa River Improvement, 745 ‘ 
New Tariff, Motion in Amenbment, 1277 
do do do 1285 


NAVIGATION, &c. 
Returns for 1868-69, Hon, Mr. TILLEY, 186 
Navigation of the Ottawa River, intentions of 
the Government, Mr. WORKMAN, 287 __ 
Navigable Streams, Bill for better protection, 
Mr. CARTWRIGHT, 523 


NATURALIZATION OF ALIENS _ 
Bill respecting introduced, Mr, YOUNG, 496 
2nd Reading, 1405 
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SESSION 


NEW MEMBERS—COMMONS 

J.L. McDOUGALL, Esq.,South Renfrew; BAR- 
THELEMY POULIOT, Esq., L’Islet; Hon. 
-A.G. ARCHIBALD, Colchester, WN. Ss); JU- 
LIUS SCRIVER, Esq., Huntingdon; Hon. 
Sir F. HINCKS, aor M:, Geg@ie:, North Ren- 
frew; Hon. C. ’‘DUNKIN, Brome; Hon. A. 
MORRIS, South Lanark, bo 

SENATE 
Hon. Mr. McLELLAN, 87 


NEW TARIFF 
House in Committee of Ways and Means, 
Motion, Hon. Sir F. HINCKS, 1192 
Bo hoagie Mr, MACDONALD, Glengary, 
197 
Amendment, Mr, CASAULT, 1211 
Moved out of order, 1213 
Debate adjourned, 1214 
Do resumed, 1221 
Mr. McDONALD’S Amendment, 1240 
Tariff as first introduced carried, "1241 
Motion for re-consideration, 1246 
Amendment, Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 1247 
Do lost, 1263 
Original motion carr ied, 1264 
Motion for concurrence, 1274 
Amendment, Mr. ROSS, lost, 1276 


Do Mr. McCONKEY, lost, 1277 
Do Mr. DORION, do 1282 
Do Mr. THOMPSON, do 1283 
Do Mr. CASSAULT, do 1283 
Do Mr. BOLTON, do 1284 
Do Mr. McCONKEY, do 1285 
Do Mr. OLIV ER, do 1285 


Mr. GODIN, do 6 

Resolutions carried, Bill "introduced, read Ist 
time, 1286 

2nd Reading, 1378 

Amendment, Hon, Mr, DORION, 1378 

Do lost, 1379 

Amendment, Mr. "WORKMAN, lost, 1880 

Bill read 8rd time, 1880 

Passed, 1881 

Motion for reading 2nd time, Senate, Amend- 
ment, six months hoist, 1438 


NEW TARIFF 


Amendment to Amendment, 1457 
Lost, 1486 
Amendment lost, 1487 


NEW WRIT 
Motion, Writ for Kingston, 792 
Motion, do King’s County, N.58., 1072 


NORTH WEST TERRITORIES 

Governor General’s Speech, 27 

Mr. MASSON, Terrebonne, 82 

Hon. Mr, HOWE, 111, 122 oe 

Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL, aa 

Statements, Mr. BOWN, 1 

Motion, Mr. L.deSt. J UST Usohatel for certain 
papers, &c., 181 

Reports of Superintendents of Roads, Thunder 
Bay to Higa Garry, Motion for, Mr. MAC- 
KENZIE 

Instructions cae to Surveyors, Motion for, 
Mr. MACKENZIE, 189 

Papers referred to Special Committee, 200 

Motion for statement of expenses of mission of 
Secretary of State, Mr. OLIVER, 209 

Motion for do do, Mr, McDOUGAL and Mr. 
OLIVER, 288 

Report of Committee, appearance in news- 
papers, Mr. MACKENZIE, 270 

Inquiry, Government policy, opening up com- 
munication, Mr. MACKENZIE, 286 

Publication of papers in newspapers, Hon. Mr. 
LETELLIER de St. JUST, 348 

Mr. MACKENZIE, 354 

Papers laid on table, Hon. Sir G: E, CARTIER, 


391 
Report of Committee on publishing papers 
presented, 417 
Motion for printing papers, 700 
or ee ay, of Government, Hon, Mr.BOTSFORD 
719 


Telegram received, Murder of Scott, 752 
Inquiries, Information received, 765 

Foree to be sent by Imperial Government, 831 
Murder of Scott, Debate, 834 (cont. 


1870. 


NORTH WEST TERRITORIES—cont. 


Sundry Inquiries of Government, Hon. Mr. 
REESOR, 860 


sei Sat for’ additional news, Hon. Mr. CAME- 

N QF 

Ges: steps to be Pa ta Hon. Mr. LETEL- 
LIER de St. JUST, 912 


Inquiry about Reports, Hon, Mr. LETELLIER 
de St, JUST, 953 


Motion to appoint Committee of Sena 
Mr. McCULLY, 976 
Poe Murder of Scott, Hon, Mr. REESOR, 


, Hon. 


3 
aE oR for Mr. Smith’s Report, Mr. MACKEN- 
Motion for Myr. Dawson’s Report of Thunder 
Bay region, Dr. GRANT, 
Beers from Red River, Mr. DUFRESNE, 


Red River Expedition, Hon. Mr. McCULLY, 
Senate, 1089 

Amendment, Mr. MASSON, Supply Bill, 1147 

Report of Special Committee, Senate, pre- 
sented, Hon. Mr. McCULLY, 1 

Mr. MILLS’ Resolutions, 1177 

Debate adjourned, 1180 

Inquiry, Senate, 1184 

Inquiries, Hon, Mr. HOLTON, 1186 

When Reports to be distributed, Mr. MAC- 
KENZIE, 1220 

ica of Mr. DONALD SMITH presented, 


Discussion in House respecting, 1245 

Attention called to non-delivery of Report, Mr, 
MASSON, 1265 

Inquiry when Bill to Be brought down, Hon. 
Mr. McDOUGALL, 1266 

Are paont to Amendment, Mr. BODWELL, 


Do do lost, 1541 
Mr. FERGUSON’S Amendment, lost, 1542 
Amendment, Hon. Mr. McDOUGALL, 1543 
Do lost, 1545 
Amendment, Mr. "MACKENZIE, lost, 1546 
Amendment, Mr. OLIVER, 1546 
Do lost, 1547 
Motion for 3rd reading, carried, 1548 
Bill passed, 1548 
2nd Reading, Senate, 1556 
House in Committee, Bill reported, 1557 
Motion for 8rd Reading, Amendment, Mr. 
REESOR, lost, 1557 
Amendment, Hon. Mr, SANBORN, lost, 1557 
Amendment. do 1557 
Lost, 1558 
Bill passed, 1558 


NOVA SCOTIA 
Motion for papers respecting Financial arrange- 
ments with, Mr. MACKENZIE, 188 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, Debate, 768° 
Nova Scotia Bank Issues, 905 
Motion of concurrence, Bill introduced, 918 


NOVA SCOTIA SUBSIDY 


Motion for Petition, Mr. BLAKE, 768 

Debate resumed, 780 

SETS Sir J. A. MACDON ALD, carried, 

Amendment to Amendment, Mr. OLIVER, 790 
Do do, Hon. Mr. WOOD, lost, 791 

Main motion as amended passed, 792 


Q’CONNOR, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Currency Resolutlons, 310 
Do do do 431 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 773 


OFFICIAL ARBITRATORS 
Bill to extend powers, Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN 
Introduced, 201 
Second Reading, 319 
House in Committee, 669 
3rd Reading, Passed, 690 
2nd Reading Senate, 767 
House in Committee, 796 
8rd Reading, passed, 832 


OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES 


Bill relating to, introduced Hon. Mr. 
BORN, 269 
2nd Reading, 352 


SAN- 


(cont. 


INDEX 


OFFICIAL ASSIGNEES—cont. 
8rd Reading, 390 
Received from Senate, Commons, 427 
ist Reading, Commons, 699 
2nd Reading, 1405 
3rd = do_—s—"7 1568 


OFFICERS IN CANADA, SECURITY BILL 
Hon. Mr. CAMBELL 
2nd Reading, Senate, 972 
3rd do passed, 979 
2nd Reading, Commons, passed through Com- 
mittee, 3rd Reading, 12738 
Passed, 1329 


OLIVER, Mr.—COMMONS 
Dele pe the address, Intercolonial Trade, 
C 8 
Motion for imposition, import duties, 272 
Withdraws Motion, 282 
Customs Union, 493 
Election Law, 710 
Ottawa River Improvement, 740 
Amendment, Nova Scotia "Subsidy Res. 
do G.W. Railway, Amendment Act, ‘$24 
Dominion Notes, 866 
ey eat 1194 
Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1259 


OTTAWA 

Entertainment H’ R. H. Prince Arthur, Com- 
mons adjourn on Motion of Hon. J. S. Mac- 
donald, 109 

- Ottawa Navigation rbvbayv ic R. W. Shepherd 
and others respecting, 447 

City Passenger Railway Bill Introduced, 496 

Petition respecting do > 607 


OTTAWA RIVER IMPROVEMENT 

Motion to refer to Committee, 724 

Bill Introduced to protect Public Works on 
River—Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, 1048 

Discussion on condition Ottawa River, in 
Committee of Supply, 1069 

2nd Reading Bill to protect, &c., 1885 

8rd Reading Passed, 1396 

srd_=—s do Senate, 1555 


PAQUET, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Currency, 430 


PATENT LAW 
Bill to amend Act of 1869, Mr. Ae FIN te 228 
Petitions respecting, Mr. RYAN, 353 
Special Patent Bill, Hon. Mr. “WOOD, 834 


PEACE—PUBLIC WORKS PRESERVATION 
BILL, Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL 
2nd Reading, Senate, 972 
3rd_—s' do passed, 979 
Introduced Commons, 1051 


PILOTAGE 


Inquiry ag Government Policy, Hon. 
Mr. McCULLY, 441 

Returns brought down, 675 

Inquiry if Ror are to be assimilated, Mr. 
FORTIN, 7 

Not to be prought down this Session, 1022 


POLICE BILL, NEW BRUNSWICK 


2nd Reading, Commons, 820 
House in Committee, 833 
3rd Reading, Commons, 1186 
Ist Reading , senate, 1328 
2nd do do + '1387 


POPE, Mr.—COMMONS 


Supports Mr. OLLVER’S Motion for Import 
Duties, 279 

Customs Union, 475 

Election Law, 758 

Suspension Habeas Corpus Act, 1048 

canna Offices, Mr. MASSON’S Amendment, 
ll 


PORTS OF ENTRY 


Bill introduced to make Ports of Entry at 
Mabou, Cape Breton, and Magdalen Islands, 
Hon. Mr, TILLEY, 1186 


POST OFFICE 


Postmaster, Waterloo,! Motion for Correspond- 
ence, &c., Hon. Mr. HUNTINGDON, 238 

Motion for’ Correspondence respecting Post 
Office accommodation, Halifax, Mr. E. M. 
MACDONALD, 287 

Remuneration of Postmasters, Mr. STEPHEN, 
SON, 305 

Postage on Agricultural Journals, 325 

Bill toamend Act (Mr. THOMPSON), Frank- 
ing privilege introduced, 447 

Inquiry (Senate) why reduction not made on 
Foreign Postage in New Brunswick, Hon. 
Mr. ODELL, 818 

Inquiries respecting Inman Mail Steamers 
Hon. Dr. TUPPER, 1023 

Inquiry for Report of Postmaster General, Mr. 
MACKENZIE, 1217 

Rene of Postmaster General laid on table 
132 

Inquiry respecting Postal Rates to Germany 
Mr. BOW MAN, 1828 


PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS—SENATE 


Railway Act presented and read first time, 
Governor General’s Speech read by Clerk, 
ordered for consideration to-morrow, Com- 
mittees appointed, House adjourned, 29. 

COMMONS—Votes and Proceedings printed, 
Standing Committees to be appointed, Reso- 
lutions concerning Privilege, &c., 30 


9nd Reading passed through Committee, 8rd | PRINCE EDWARD'S ISLAND 


Reading, 1273 
Passed, 1829 


PELLETIER, Mr.—COMMONS 
N. B. Divor ce Court, 694 


PENITENTIARY AMENDMENT 
2nd Reading, Senate, Hon, Mr. CAM PBELL, 972 
House in Committee, 979 
8rd Reading passed, 1017 
Ist Reading Commons, 1078 
8rd do -_— passed, 1113 


PERJURY our Be geet DMENT BILL, Hon. 
Mr. CAMPBE 
2nd Reading, Lear bg 972 
8rd do passed, 979 
2nd do Commons, 1073 
grads do do passed, 1113 


PICKARD, Mr.—COMMONS 
aetna and Currency sient heakiys a 


do 
Customs Union, 493 


PICTOU AND CAPE BRETON STEAMERS 
If Government intend to subsidize, 1022 


PIERS AND HARBOURS 
Motion for return of moneys expended on Piers 
and Harbours in Dominion, Mr. FORBES, 839 


mane for Correspondence, &c., Mr. BLAKE, 


Inquiry respecting Trade Treaty between Nova 
Scotia and Prince Edward’s Island, 860 


PRINTING COMMIfTEE 


Recommendation, Returns to be printed, 324 

First Report presented, 3038 

Report on Debates, Hon. Dr. TUPPER, 417 

Report on printing certain documents, 522 
Do publishing Debates, 523 

Third Report presented to Senate, 654 


Fourth do do do 768 
Fifth do do do 834 
Sixth do do do 862 


Fifth Report adopisal Commons, 883 

Sixth do do do 884 

Report of Committee on Printing, 953 

Seventh Report—Senate, 1019 

Report presented, 1149 
Do do 1170 

Motion for concurrence in Report, publishing 
Debates, Hon. Dr. TUPPER, 1 75 

Amendment, Mr. BODWELL, 1176 

Carried, 1177 

Highth Report of Committee concurred in— 
Senate, 1215 

Eighth Report do . Commons, 1216 

10th Report presented—Senate, 1243 feont 

cont. 


SESSION 1870. 


PRINTING COMMITTEE—cont. 
Publishing Debates—Senate, Report of Com- 
mittee on Contingent Accounts, 1336 
Reports adopted—Commons, 1345 
Proposals for Map of Dominion, Mr. BROUS- 
SEAU, 1387: 
Tenth Report adopted—Senate, 1536 


PRINTING, CONTRACTS 
Motion for copies of Tenders and Contracts, 
Mr. YOUNG, 197 
Motion for Return of Orders in Council, Print- 
ing without Tender, 748 
Debate (Senate), Mr. Taylor ’*3 contract, 1019 


PRIVILEGE 
North West Papers, publication, 379 
Discussion Commons, Tariff Bill, 1659 


PROMISSORY NOTES 
Act relating to, &c. (Senate), Hon, Mr. CAMP- 
BELL, Bill to amend Act (Commons), Mr. 
_ HARRISON, 227 
Billread 2nd time, 293 
Bill introduced, Mr. SAVARY, 325 
2nd Reading (Senate), 349 
Bills referred to Select Committee, Mr. HAR- 


RISON, 418 
Senate in Committee, 443 
Do do 495 


Report of Select Committee (Commons), 496 
Senate in Committee, 517 

8rd Reading, Senate, 656 

2nd Reading, Commons, 881 

8rd Reading, passed, 1347 

ist Reading, Senate, 1406 

2nd Reading do 1536 

8rd Reading, with Amendment, passed, 1555 
Amendment considered in Commons, 1566: 
Bill passed, 1571 


PROROGATION, 1572 


PROTECTION 
aig ee for, Mr. Bel ie 


) ) 7 
Do Dr. TUPPER, 797 
Petitition for, 862 
Do (Montreal), 1829 . 
Petitions from Ontario, 186 
Do Ottawa, Huron, and Bruce, 206 
If Tobacco to be protected, Mr. GODIN, 207 
If Duty to be placed on Agricultural Products 
from the United States, Mr. JONES, 207 
Petitions, Huron and Bruce, 214 
Do for Duties on Coal, 269 
Motion for address, toimpose Duties on Wheat, 
Flour, Indian Corn, Salt and Coal, Mr, 
OLIVER, 272 
Motion withdrawn, 282 
Petition against Montreal Board of Trade, 379 
Petition in favour, Mr. MAGILL, 673 


PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 

When Committee to be convened, Hon, Mr. 
HOLTON, 236 

Delay in Printing, Mr. MACKENZIE, 241 

2nd Report submitted, 354 

Motion for Committee to examine and report, 
Hon. Mr. WILMOT, Senate, 816 

ns oe presented respecting Bank of Montreal, 


Eleventh Report presented respecting Mileage, 
Hon. Mr, TILLEY, 1287 
Eighth Report presented, 1493 


PUBLIC IMPROVOVEMENT -FUND 
Motion, Fund tor Public Improvements, late 
Province of Canada, Hon. Mr. WOOD, 843 
Ruled out of order by Speaker, 847 


PUBLIC SERVICE 
Motion for Statement of Persons employed in 
Public Service at Ottawa, Mr. JONES, 859 


PUBLIC WORKS 
Report of Minister, 1868-69, Hon, Mr. LANGE- 
VIN, 187 


QUEBEC & NEW BRUNSWICK RAILWAY 
Report of Railway Committee, 1215 
2nd Reading of Bill, 1221 
_ House in Committee, Amendment adopted, 
8rd reading passed, 1221 
Ist Reading, Senate, 1265. 
2nd Reading, 1329 


QUEBEC POST OFFICE 
If to be erected, Mr. SIMARD, 207 


QUEBEC HARBOUR 
Act to extend Act, Hon. Mr. LANGEVIN, 417 


QUEBEC AND OTTAWA LUMBERING FOR- 
WARDING CO. 
Bill to Incorporate, Hon, Mr. ARCHAM- 
BEAULT, 497 f 
Quebee Harbour Act, 2nd Reading, Report of 
Committee, 754 
8rd Reading passed, 815 


2nd Reading, Senate, 884 
8rd Reading, 932 


QUEEN’S PRINTER’S OFFICE 
2nd Reading Bill, Hon. Mr. ATKINS, 391 
ord do 448 

2nd... do Commons, 717 

8rds do _ do 753 


RAILWAY BILLS 

Act toamend Act, Mr. MASSON, 447. 

Railway Arbitration Bill introduced, Mr. Mac- 
Farlane, 797 ‘ 

2nd Reading, Mr, MASSON’S Bill, 1405 ; 

Railways Broad and Narrow Gauges, Discussion 
in Senate, 1093 ; 

Railway Management, Debate in House, Com. 
mittee of Supply, 1121 


RAILWAY COMMISSIONERS 

Returns of Costs, &¢., presented, 417 

Railway Committee, Report presented, 556 ~ 

Report respecting Quebec and New Brunswick 
Railway, Hon. Sir A. T, GALT, 1215 

Report recommending Appropriation for Map, 
Hon. Sir A. T. GALT, 1220 

Special Trains, Motion statement paid for, Mr. 
MASSON, 1218 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
Inquiries respecting Statements, Hon, Mr, 
HOLTON, 725 


RECIPROCITY TREATY 
oe for Correspondence, Mr. BODWELL, 
231 
Inquiry about Negotiations, Hen, Mr, LETEL- 
LIER de St, JUST, 832 
‘agree for Correspondence, Mr, MACKENZIE, 
1344 


REESOR, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Ministerial Explanations, 85 
Inquiries respecting North West Territory, 860 
Dominion Notes, 973 
Murder of Scott, 983 
Public Printing, 1021 
Railway, Broad and Narrow Gauge, 1097 
Manitoba Bill, 1556 


REGISTRATION OF MARKKS OR BRANDS 
ON TIMBER 
Bill introduced, Mr. WRIGHT, 558 
House in Committee of the Whole, Bill read 
Ist and 2nd time, 1181 
8rd time, 1405 
2nd Reading, Senate, 1536 


RENAUD, Mr. (Kent, N. B:), COMMONS - 
EHiection Law, 546 
Returns presented in answer to Addresses, 1571 


REWARD MONEY 
None been paid for discovery of murderers of 
Mr. McGee, 675 
Motion for Return of sums paid or to be paid in 
connection with, &e¢., 858 


RICHELIEU RIVER 
Motion for Report H. W. Austin, Mr. BE- 
CHARD, 1181 ° 


RIDEAU HALL AND SPENCER WOOD 
Motion for statement of costs for repairs, &c., 
Mr. JONES, 412 


RITCHIE, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
City of Brussels at Halifax, 751. 
Assimilation of Currency, $20 
Dominion Notes 973 

ROADS 3 
pen Adis ai amie. spent for roads be- 

ween Quebec an ew Brunswick, Hon, Mr, 
ODELL, 672 , 


INDEX 


ROBERTSON, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
New Tariff, 1471 


ROBITAILLE, Mr,—COMMONS 
Depredations American Fishermen, 326 


ROSS, Hon. Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and aay Resolutions, Mr. Colby’s 
Amendment, 4 
Election Law 705 
Ottawa River Improvement, 746 
Canada Central Railway, Mr. 
Amendment, 1172 


ROSS, Mr. Waar apd cama S 
Election Law, 7 
Ottawa River Improvement, 746 
Dominion Notes, 870 
Interest Bill, 906 


Chauveavu’s 


SALARIES OF JUDGES 
Bill to be introduced, 839 
Inquiry concerning difference of salaries, 1022 


SANBORN, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Debate on Mr. WARK’S Motion, Intercolonial 
Railway, 294 
Promissory Notes, &c., 351 
Second Reading, Light-Houses, Buoys, &c., 378 
Copyrights, 442 
Promissory Notes, 444 
Light-Honses, Buoys and Beacons, 556 
Murder of Scott, 984 
Public Printing, 1021 
Red River Expedition, 1091 
New Tariff, 1465 
Manitoba Bill, 1556 


New Tariff, Mr HOLTON’S Amendment, 1259 SCRIVER, Mr.—COMMONS 


ROSS, Mr. (Nova Scotia)—COMMONS 
Election Law, 551 
New Tariff, 1196 
Do Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1250 


ROSS, Mr. (Prince Edward)—-COMMONS 
Amendment Curr ency Resolutions, 501 
New Tariff, Motion for Concurrence, 1274 


RYAN, Hon. Mr.—_SENATE 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 416 
Copyright, 442 
Masters and Mates Certificates, 520 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 521 
Uniform Decimal System, 5038 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 504 
Withdrawal of Troops, 970 
Correction Report “Daily News,” 1015 
Motion concerning Withdr awal of Troops, 1533 
Inquiry concerning Copyrights, 1535 


RYAN Mr, M. P.—COMMONS 
N.B. Divoree Bill, 691 
Ottawa River Improvement, 743 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 829 
Dominion Notes, 869 
Montreal Custom House, 887 
New Tariff, 1236 
Do Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1259 


RYMAL, Mr.—COMMONS 
Election Law, 711 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 789 
McNab Estate, 1102 
Manitoba Bill, 1541 


SAVARY, Mr.—COMMONS 
Moves Address in answer to Speech from 
Throne, 44 
Piers and Harbours, 840 
Bill to amend Insolvent Act, N.S., 1072 
Discharge Currency Resolutions, 1350. 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING BILL 
Second Reading, Senace, 796 
House in Committee, 820 
8rd Reading Passed, 882 
2nd do Commons, 1049 
House in Committee, 1047 
8rd Reading, 1060 


SECRETARY OF STATE’S DEPARTMENT 
2nd Reading Bill—Hon, J. A. MACDONALD, 


1050 
Bill withdrawn, 1567 


SEIGNIORIAL INDEMNITY 
Motion for statement of amonnts paid Town- 
ships of Whitworth, &c, Mr. GUEVRE- 
MONT, 554 


SEIGNIORIAL TENURE 
Motion on sum payable under Municipal and 
Seigniorial Act, Hon. Mr. WOOD, 887 
Bill to amend Seigniorial Act introduced, Mr, 
GODIN, 1022 
Continuation Debate on Hon. Mr. WOOD'S 
Motion, 1847 


LAND TENURE, SEIGNIORY OF SOREL 
Motion for Special Committee, 848 
Motion Select Committee to inquire into 
ek ae Senate, Hon, Mr. GUEVRE- 
MONT, 
Report of Cuan catiion: 1406 


Seconds “Address in answer to Speech from 
Throne, 49 A 

Bill to incorporate Montreal and Champlain 
Railway, 304 


SCATCHERD, Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Addr ess, Personal differences, 167 
Banking and Currency resolutions, 261 
In favour of protective policy, 280 
Library Report, 353 
Banking and Ourrency, 428 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 788 
Seigniorial Tenure, 891 
Superanuation EF und, 1063 
Dominion offices, Nova Scotia, 1128 
N. W. Vote, 1561 


SELECT COMMITTEE 

Time for receiving Reports, Private Bills ex- 
tended, 862 

Fifth Report of Committee on Private Bills, 953 

Fifth Report on Contingent Accounts presented 
to Senate, 1366 

Reports of Committee on Contingent Accounts 
adopted, Senate, 1407 

To appoint Standing Committee, Hon. Sir J. A. 
MACDONALD, 197 

To examine N.W. Papers, Hon. Sir J. A. 
MACDONALD, 197 

ge eas! Committee, Sir J. A. MACDONALD, 


ee and Salt Interest, Mr. MAGILL, 


Hochelaga Election, Report submitted, 228 

On Inland Navigation, &e., Mr. FORTIN, 237 

Printing Committee, Hon. Dr. TUPPER, 940 

Promissory Notes, 414 

Printing Committee, Hon. Dr. TUPPER, 417 

Fisheries, Navigation, &c., 417 

Publication North West Papers, AIT 

Seventh Report of Committee on Standing 
Orders, 496 

ve growing and Salt Interest, Mr. MAGILL, 


Justices of the Peace, Mr. DREW, 496 

Report of Committee on Standing Orders, 557 
Second Report on Railways, 699 

Second do Contingent Accounts, 792 


SENATORS’ INDEMNITY AND MILEAGE 
Attention of Senate called to requisition of 
of Public Aecounts Committee, Hon. Mr. 
CAMPBELL, 1184 
Motion (Hon. Mr. CAMPBELL), to allow Clerk 
to make out statement, 1214 


SHANLY, Mr.—COMMONS 
St. Lawrence and Welland Canal, 677 
Ottawa River Imprevement, 731 
Do do 737 
Intercolonial Railroad, 993 


SIMPSON, Mr. (Algoma)—COMMONS 


Lake Nipigon Region, 403 
Ottawa River Improvement, 744 
Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 829 


SKEAD, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 


New Tariff, 1482 


SMITH, ALBERT Mr.—COMMONS 


Rate of Interest, 880 


SESSION 1870. 


SMITH, Hon, Mr. (Westmoreland)—COMMONS 
Election Law, 547 
Seconds Hon. Sir J. A. MACDONALD'S 
Amendment Customs Union Resolutions, 583 
Election Law, 758 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 788 


SNIDER, Mr.—COMMONS 

Collingwood Harbour Bill, 721 

Speech from Throne, 25 

General Prosperity Dominion, 26 

North West Territories, Banking and Currency, 
Elective Franchise, Coasting Trade, 27 

Court of Appeal, Census, Estimates, Militia, 
Immigration, 28 

Visit to different parts of Dominion of His 
Royal Highness Prince Arthur, 29 


SPEECH FROM THE THRONE 
Prorogation, Banks and Banking, Manitoba, 
cence, Fenian Troubles, Census, Fisheries, 


STEPHENSON, Mr.—COMMONS 
In favour of Protective Policy, 271 
Dual Representation, 345 


ST, FRANCIS & MEGANTIC RAILWAY 
Bill to Incorporate, Mr. FOPB, 354 
2nd Reading of Bill, 724 
3rd do do 815 
2nd Reading Senate, 913 


STIRTON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Hlection Law, 707 
Manitoba Bill, 1318 


ST. LAWRENCE & BAY OF FUNDY CANAL 
If any Reports received, Mr. Burpee, 207 


STREET, Mr.—GCOMMONS 
Dominion Notes, 662 
St. Lawrence & Welland Canal, 676 
Banks and Banking, 805 
Moves Amendment, 808 ° 
Dominion Notes, 869 
Rate of Interest, 880 
Brock Monument, 883 


SUN INSURANCE CO. 
2nd Reading, 828 
3rd do passed, 837 
2nd do Senate, 953 


SUPERANUATION ACT 
Motion, resolutions to 
FRANCIS HINCKS, 955 
House in Committee, 1060 
Resolutions reported, 1113 
Amendment, Hon, Mr. BLANCHET, lost, 1115 
Do Mr. GODIN, lost, 1116 
Do Mr JOLY, lost, 1118 
Bill introdueed, 1119 
2nd Reading, Bill to stand over, 1272 
Motion to discharge order, Message from Go- 
vernor General, 1286 
House in Committee, resolutions passed, 1334 
2nd Reading, Senate, 1553 


SIMPSON, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Public Printing, 1019 


SUPERANNTIATION 

House in Committee, Amendment, Mr. JOLY 
lost, Resolutions carried, Bill introduced, 135! 

2nd Reading, 1385: 

Motion for 8rd Reading, Amendment, Mr. 
JOLY, lost, 1388 

Amendment, Mr. GODIN, 1389 

Decided out of order, 1390 

Amendment, Mr, HOLTON, lost, 1390 

Amendment, Mr. GODIN, lost, 1391 

Do Mr. COSTIGAN, lost, 1392 
3rd Reading, Carried, 1392 
Ist do Senate, 1555 


SUPPLY 
House in Formal Committee, 268 
Do Ro Do 805 
Report received, 859 
House in Committee, 966 


provide, Hon. Sir 


cont. 


SUPPLY—coni. 

Items passed—Militia Department, Secretary 
of State, Receiver-Generals, Finance, Cus- 
toms, 967 

Inland Revenue, Public Works, Post office, 968 

Agricultural Statistics, Marine and Fisheries, 
Treasury Board,Finance Offices, Nova Scotia 
and New Brunswick, Dominion Offices, Nova 
Scotia and New Brunswick, 969 

House in Committee, Discussion on Contin- 
gencies, Departmental Contingencies and 
Stationary passed, 1013 

House in Committee, passed Police, Water Po- 
lice, River Police, 1031 

Salaries and Contingencies, Senate, do do, 
Commons, do do, Sergeant-at-Arms, 1032 

ie ree rigs sie Library, Printing, Binding, «&c., 

3 


St. Lawrence & Ottawa Railway, Printing, 
Binding, &c., Commission, UniformityLaws, 
1034 

, Gunboats, Ordnance, Martiniand Snider Rifles, 
Cullers’ Offices, Steamboat Inspection, In- 
dians, Printing, ‘‘Canada Gazette,” 1081 

Unforseen Expenses, Item passed with amend- 
ment, Shipping Master’s Office, Quebec, Cor- 
rect Time Ottawa, Code Signals, &c., Investi- 
gation of Wrecks, we., 1082 

Collection of Revenue, 1082 

G. T. Railway Mail Service, 1119 

Ocean Mail Service, 1119 

Military and* Naval Postage Refunds, Salaries 
Outside Officers, Mail Contract Service, 1119 

Miscellaneous Postal Service, N. S., { 1120 

fo) Do Do N. B,, 

Public Works Ontario and Quebee, 1120 

N.S. Railway. 1120 

E. & N. A, Railway, 1121 

Civil Service Act, 1122 

Salaries and Contingencies, Commons, 1122 

Motion for Concurrence, 1126 

Finance Department Explanations, 1126 

Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia, Amendment, 
Hon. Mr. HOLTON, 1127 

Amendment passed, 1129 

Debate respecting Salaries, 1130 

Motion, Mr. MACKENZIE, 1130 

Amendment, Mr. MASSON, 1132 

Ruled out of order by Speaker, 1135 

Mr, MACKEZIB’S Amendment lost, 1136 

Debate on Concurrence, N. W. Territory, 
Amendment, Mr. MASSON, 1147 

House in Committee, Items passed—Mis- 
cellaneous Improvement, Rivers, 1064 

St. Anne de Monts Road, Miscellaneous Roads 
and Bridges, 1065 

House in Committee, Items passed, Surveys 
and Inspections, Arbitrations and awards, 
Miscellaneous Works, Rents, repairs, &c., 
Heating Public Buildings, Public Buildings, 
Amherst Harbour and House, Magdalen 
Islands, Windsor and Annapolis Railway, 
Eastern extension, N.B. Eastern Extension, 
Fredericton Branch, Maintenance of Steam- 
ers, 1068 ‘ : 

Subsidies toSteamers, Tug Service, Light House 
and Coast Service, 1068 

Light Houses, Light House Salaries, Light 
House Maintenance, Steamers Richelieu, 
Trinity Houses, Quebec and Montreal, Re- 
moval of wrecks, &¢., &c., 1069 

Fishery Inspector and Wardens, Fishways and 
Oysters, 1069 

Protection of Fisheries, 1070 

House in Committee, 

Items passed 

Military Branch and District Staff, 1072 

Brigade Majors, Military Schools, Ammunition 
Clothing, Military Stores, Armories, Drill 
Pay, Contingencies, &e., 1073 

Dominion Rifle Association, Targets, Barracks, 
Drill Sheds, Enrolment, Military Survey, 
Damages to Arms, &c., 1074 

Items passed — Contingencies, Clerk of the 
Crown in Chancery, Miscellaneous Printing, 
1035 

Observatories , Statistical Office Halifax, Deputy 
Registrar’s Nova Scotia, Prothonatary’s Re- 
turns Quebec, Census, Immigration and Qua- 
rantine, 1036 

Marine and Emigrant Hospital, Pensions, 1037 

Lec seman tis Noya Scotia Railroad, 


INDEX 


SUPPLY—Cont. 

House in Committee, Items passed—Lachine 
Canal, Welland Canal, Waste Weir, Dunn- 
ville Lock Keepers, Chambly Canal, Rideau 
Canal, Carillon and Grenville Canal, 1052 

Miscellaneous Works, N, W. Territory, 1053 

Bri eas and Piers, Little Hope Light House, 
105 

Parliament Buildings, 1055 

Library, 1056 

Montreal Custom House, 1057 

St. John Custom House, London Custom 
House, Toronto Examining Warehouse, To- 
ronts Immigration Sheds, Halifax Quarantine 
Station, Post Offices, Toronto, Quebec, and 
London, Slides and Booms, 1060 

Penitentiary, Kingston, River Thames Im- 
provement, 1149 

House in Committee, Piers and Harbours, and 
other items, passed, 1150 

Supplementary Estimates sent down, 1348 

House in Committee, 1362 

Items passed—Civil Service, Light. Houses on 
St. Lawrence, Fisheries, Marine Police, Cur- 
rent Expenditure, Civil Government, Police, 
Printing, &c., 1363 

Geological Survey, Immigration and Quaran- 
tine, Steam Service, Fenian Expenses, 1365 

Printing, Binding, and Distributing Laws, 1367 

Cullers, 1868 

Customs Services, 1369 * 

Money Order and Savings Bank Departments, 


Welland Canal, Loans to individuals injured, 
ne Railway, Eastern Extension Railway, 
13 

House in Committee, 1885 

Unprovided Items, 1385 

Maps and Stationery, 1386 

Canal Excavations, Port Dalhousie, Bathurst 
Harbour, Steam Dredges, 1386 

Sundry small items, 1386 

Kingston Penitentiary, Excise Department, 
Post Office Expenditure, 1886 

Concurrence taken, Items, 1597 

Passed, 1398 

N.W. Expedition, 1549 

Amendment, Mr. MASSON’S Amendment, 
Hon, Mr, DUNKIN, 1549 

Point of order raised, Speaker’s Decision, 
Amendment in order, 1549 

House in Committee, 1551 

Amendment, Sir G, E. CARTIER, adopted, 1552 

Secret Seervice Money, Miscellaneous Printing, 
Slides and Booms, Ottawa River, passed, 1553 

Salaries, Secretary of State’s Department, 1560 

North West Vote, Amendment, Mr. MASSON 
(Soulanges), 1560 

Amendment withdrawn, 1563 

Bill introduced, 1565 

Read 2nd time, 1568 

Motion for 3rd Reading, Amendment, Mr, 

. MASSON, lost, 1568 

Amendment, Mr. MACKENZIE, lost, 1569 

Bill passed, 1569 


SURVEYS 
River St. John, Mr. CONNELL, 325 
Re-survey, Intercolonial, Motion for Select 
Committee, Mr. WARK, 672 


TESSIER, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 

Petition, Magdalen Islands, School Navigation, 
Building Light House, Bird Island, Deepening 
Rivers Gaspe, 32 

Motion—Hon, Mr. WARK—Intercolonial Rail- 
way, 298 

Second Reading Light Houses, Buoys, 
Beacons, 375 

Amendments to do, 414 

Banque du Peuple, 441 

Promissory Notes, 443 

Light Houses, Buoys, and Beacons, 554 


THOMPSON, Mr. (Ontario)-COMMONS 


Election Law, 713 


THOMPSON, Mr.—COMMONS 
Supports Mr. McCallums motion on Welland 
Canal, 284 


TILLEY, Hon, Mr.—COMMONS 
Dominion Nutes, 660 - 


and 


(cont. 


TILLEY, Hon, Mr.—COMMONS—cont. 
Coasting Trade 717 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 789 
Intercolonial Railway, 1004 
St. John Custom House, 1058 
Superannuation Fund, 1162 
Collection of Revenue, Committee of Supply, 
1082 
Dominion Offices, Nova Scotia, 1127 
Ports of Entry, Bill introduced 1186 
New Tariff, 1208 
Do Motion for coneurrence, 1275 


TROOPS IN THE COLONIES. 
Motion for Correspondence, Mr. MACKENZIE, 
288 
TUPPER, Hon. Dr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Address, Answer to Mr. MACKEN- 
48 


Currency Resolutions, 317 
Depredations American Fishermen, 329 
Customs Union, 612 
Election Law, 759 
Red River Murder, 836 
Death of Mr. Chipman, 975 
Thunder Bay region, 1026 
Superannuation Fund, 1062 
Dominion Offices, 1137 
9nd Reading Int. Bill, 1151 
$rd° do do = 1165 
New Tariff, 1233 
Do Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1252 
Do Mr, DORION’S do 1279 


UNFORESEEN EXPENSES 
Statement not yet before House, Hon, Mr. 
HOLTON, 226 
Third Report of Committee presented, 862 
Notice, Mr. HOLTON, Committee of Supply, 
1082 


UNIFORM CURRENCY 
Motion for Gorrespondence, Mr. SAVARY, 272 
Motion for further Correspondence, Mr. SA- 
VARY, 1218 


UNIFORM DECIMAL SYSTEM 
Motion for appointment of Special Committee 
to inquire, &c., 553 


UNIFORMITY OF PROVINCIAL LAWS 
Motion for statement of Expenses, &c,, Mr. 
STIRTON, 208 


USURY LAW, NOVA SCOTIA 
Bill introduced, 325 
Bill dropped, 1345 


UNION OF SYNODS 
Bill introduced, Hon. 8. CAMPBELL, 557 
(See O—S). 
2nd Reading do, 1066 
Report of Committee of Senate presented, Hon, 
Mr. SANBORN, 1828 
Bill read 3rd time and passed, 1528 
BAY VERTE CANAL 
It Government have taken steps to ascertain 
cost, &c., Hon, Mr. DICKEY, 241 


WALSH, Mr.—COMMONS | k 
Bill to appoint Weighers of Grain, 855 
Explanation respecting Mileage, 1266 


WARK, Hon, Mr.—SENATE 
Penitentiary Amendment Bill, 980 
New Tariff, 1485 
Motion for adoption of Report of Commissioners 
Intercolonial Railway, 1536 


WEBB, Mr.—COMMONS 
In favour of Protective Policy, 281 
Seigniorial Tenure, 890 


WEIGHERS OF GRAIN 
Motion to consider Resolutions for Appointment 
855 


5 be 
Bill introduced, 857 


WELLAND CANAL 
Nhe progress made in Works, Mr. MERRITT, 


/ 


If measure to enlarge is to be introduced, Mr. 
MAGILL, 228 

Motion for Correspondence and Reports of 
Engineer, Mr, McCALLUM, 283 


SESSION, 1870. 


WELLAND CANAL—cont. 
Petition for a 557 
Do 656 


Survey to be soaeiee a 

Motion for Reports, & 

Enlargement, Mr. MAGILL, Petition do from 
St. Catherines, 714 


WHITE, Mr.—COMMONS 
Debate on Address, asks for Correspondence of 
Ministry with Sir A. T. GALT, 126 
Remarks upon it, 127 


WILMOT, Hon. Mr.—SENATE 
Motion for Committee to examine and report 
upon Public Accounts, 816 
Dominion Notes, 973 
Penitentiary Amendinent Bill, 980 
New Tariff, 1440 


WIMBLEDON MATCH 
i Saal do notintend tosend Competitors, 
3 


WITHDRAWAL OF TROOPS 
Notice of re for Corr espondenee, Hon. Mr. 


RYAN, 9 
Motion a do Hon. Mr. RYAN, 1533 


WOOD, Hon 
2nd Reading a Tat, Bill, 1153 
Canada Central Railway, 1173 
New Tariff, Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, 1248 
Do Motion for concurrence, 1274 
Mr. DORION’S Amendment, 1278 
Manitoba Bill, 1319 


WOOD, Hon. Mr.—cont. 
Piers and Har bours, 840 
Seig aiorial Tenure, 887 
Superannuation Act, 957 
Land Improvement. Fund, 1028 
Suspension of Habeas Cor pus Act, 1047 


WORKMAN, Mr.—COMMONS 
Banking and Cur rency Resolutions, 263 
Do do do 424 


Do do do 438 
Banks and Banking, 812 
Inquiry Copper Coin in Bank U.C., 838 
Dominion Notes, 868 
Rate of Interest, 8380 
Masters’ and Mates’ Certificates, 915 
Budget, 950 
New Tariff, 1193 


Do 1211 
Do Mr. HOLTON’S Amendment, bas 
Do Mr. DORION’S do 


Amendment, 2nd Reading, 1380 


WRIGHT, Mr. (Ottawa)—COMMONS 
Motion, Ottawa River Improvement, 724 


YOUNG, Sir JOHN 
(See Governor General). 


YOUNG, Hon, JOHN 
Views on Annexation, Hon. Sir F, HINCKS’ 
Speech, Debate on Address, 130 
Speech, Mr. HUNTINGDON, "159 
Denial Hon. Sir F. HINCKS’ Statement, 190 


Supports Mr. OLIVER’S Motion for Import | YOUNG, Mr.-COMMONS 


Duties, 278 

Official Arbitrator’s Act, 321 
Dual Representation Bill, 338 
Banking and Currency, 424 
Franking Privilege, 448 
Dominion Notes, 509 
Election oe 550 

Do do 758 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 775 
Amendment to Resolution, 291 
Banks and Banking, 811 
G. W. Railway SinGruiment Act, 826 

(cont. 


Debate on Address, attacks general policy of 
Government, 168 
Banking and Currency Resolutions, 262 
Ottawa River Improvement, 737 
Nova Scotia Subsidy, 789 
Dominion Notes, 870 
Rate of Interest, "879 
Interest Bill, 905 
Dominion Gian. 1145 
New Tariff, 1212 
2nd Reading Manitoba Bill, 1381 
Do do 1539 
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